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PHEFACE 


T he title-page of this “book will sufficiently indicate its contents and 
purpose. It aspires to be, so far as the space it contains will 
allow, a complete “ Dictionary of Every-Day Difficulties — an epitome 
of those terms, phrases, and expressions which contim.ally puzzle the 
ordinary reader, and respecting whose meaning, scope, and derivation, 
he here finds himself enlightened, in the simplest and most concise 
manner, consistent with accuracy and clearness. Especially to the 
numerous class of self-educating students, who have not had the ad- 
vantage of finished instruction, or University experience, is it addressed. 
In our English language tnousands of words and phrases are daily used 
by persons who have no definite idea of the meaning of t».e terras they 
are employing, and ludicrous misapprehensions and strange blunders 
are the result, some of them suggestive of the immortal Mr8,Malaprop’8 
headstrong allegory on the banks of the Nile; or of that lady’s equally 
well-expressed wish that the past may net be anticipated; but that all 
retrospections may be reserved for the future. Such words, for instance* 
as regatta^ regurgitate^ refectory^ are constantly occurring, and frequently 
misapplied from a lack of knowledge of their meaning and derivation ; 
while of our English Law Terms, it may truly be said, that scarcely 
one person in a score among those in whose mouths they are constantly 
found, is aware of the precise signification and value of the terms he 
has been employing. 

The more educated class of readers may, perhaps, be inclined to take 
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exception at the almost homely words in which many matters are here 
explained; but the Editor has considered that, in a Work like the 
present, clearness was of primary, and elegance of diction of very 
secondary importance. This is not intended exclusively as a book for 
the finished and polished scholar, but rather for the painstaking but 
unclassical learner, who has been his own instructor, and wishes, there- 
fore, to meet with a book which he can understand without foreign 
aid. 

One peculiar advantage of this Work will be found in the very 
complete and correct system of pronunciation which is given of each 
word, as well as its derivation. The importance of this feature will be 
apparent to students, heads of families, and all engaged in educational 
labour. 

One thing can safely he promised. No reader who carefully goes 
through the definitions in this Volume, can fail to acquire accurate 
ideas concerning a great throng of words, of whose meaning he ought 
not, as an intelligent Englishman, to be ignorant. The best authorities 
have been consulted, to insure the accuracy of the definitions and 
explanations. 
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A, in commerce, stands for accepted ; ” 
k for “to ) ” and @ for “ at.” 

A^in logic, denotes a universal affirma- 
tivo proposition. A asserts, and E denies : 
thus, in harhara, A, thrice repeated, de- 
notes so many of the propositions to be 
universal. 

Ay in music, is the nominal of the sixth 
note in the natural diatonic sesde, and the 
natural key in the minor mood. It is the 
open note of the second string of the 
violin, by which the other strings are 
attuned and regulated. 

A 1, A term or mark used to denote the 
highest ciassitication of ships at Lloyd’s; 
it is sometimes used in the more intensitive 
form of “ first-class, letter A, No. 1.” 
Conventionally, this expression is employed 
to signify anything of the very best kind 
or quality. 

Aaniy awm. A Dutch liquid measure, 
equal to 41 gallons at Amsterdam, 86^ at 
Antwerp, 38J at Hamburg, and 39 at 
Frankfort. 

AJB. An abbreviation of orfium hacca- 
laureiu, bachelor of arts. 

Ab. A Latin preposition, allied to 
man;^ English words, and changed in com- 
posiuon into a, abs, au. It denotes motion 
in any direction Irom a fixed point, as 
ab-rupt, broken off; a6-a<aw, to refrain 
from ; a-vert, to turn from ; avrour, to pre- 
dict from. See Ad* 

Ab» When the names of places begin 
with this syllable, it generally implies a 
connection with an abMy, as AMngdon. 

Abaekf a-bak (Saxon^ <m loee, back- 
wards). A word ohiefly used in a nautical 
ifMisei to express the positions of the sails of 


a vessel when their surfaces are pressed aft 
by the force of the wind. All aback im- 
plies that all the sails are aback. The 
sails are laid aback when they are inten- 
tionally adjusted in the above manner, 
either to stop the ship, to slacken her 
speed, or to make her move astern. They 
ai'e taken aback when suddenly thrown 
backward by a change of the wind, or 
through the negligence of the helmsman. 

Abacus, ab-akus (Latin, ahacus, Greek, 
abaXf a slab). An instrument for facili- 
tating aiithmetical calculations. It con- 
sists of an oblong frame, with a number of 
wires stretched across, upon which balls 
are arranged to express units, tens, hun> 
dreds, thousands, &c. In China, this 
instrument, called skawnpan, is in very 
general use. 

Abaft, a- baft (Saxon, locftan, behind). 
A sea term, signif^ng the hinder part of 
a ship, or all those parts, both within and 
without, which lie towards the stern, or 
aft division. 

Abalienate, ab-ale-yen-ait (Latin, ab, 
from ; alienus, another person’s). To make 
over to another. In civil law the term is 
used to signify the transference of property 
from one person to another. 

Abatement, a-batement (Saxon, 
tan), A lessening or decreasing; a reduction 
of price or quantity. In heraldry, abate- 
ment is an accidental figure, supposed to 
have been added to coats of arms to denote 
some dishonour or stain. 

Abatis, ab-atis (French, abalit), A 
species of entrenchment, affording an 
excellent and ready addition to the defence 
of a i^ost ; being sinmly trees felled, and 
laid with their branefieB so istarwoveil as 
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to present a thick mw of pointed stakes 
towanls the enemy. This kmd of fortiiioa- 
tion is generally used at a short distance 
liom the parapets of field works ; so that 
while the enemy i& endeavouring to remove 
th«’Xny hn is exposed to a destructive dre 
from the defenders. The abatis con8o> 
quently proves ono of the most effectual 
obstaoIoB in retarding the enemy’s advance. 

Abattoir, abat-war (French, ablatre, 
to knock down). The name given to the 
public slaughter-houses in France, estab- 
lished by a decree of Napoleon I. 

Abba, ab-boh. Literally, the Syriao 
name for father. Figuratively, it is used 
to express a superior in age, dignity, or 
affection. 

Abbe, ab-bai (French, alM). Oii- 
ginallv an abbot, and a title formerly 
considered as a badge of honour, and a 
mark of piety and learning. The title is 
now assumed by eoclesiastios without 
charge, devoted to teaching, literature, &c. 

Abbreviation, ab-brevy-ashun (Latin, 
eh, from ; hrevis, short). Anything made 
shorter *, usually applied to words in speak- 
ing and writing, as don’t, for do not ; Dr., 
for Doctor ; P.S., postscript. 

Abdicate, abde-kate (Latin, ah, from ; 
dico, give up). To give up ; to abandon ; 
to renounce. A sovereign or any function- 
ary abdicates when he gives up the duties 
of his office before the expiration of his 
term. It differs from resignation 'as being 
unconditional, and without any fonutu 
surrender. Example ; — James II., of 
England, abdicated ; Charles V., of Spain, 
reugned in favour. 

Abdomen, abd-omen (Latin, ahdo, to 
conceal). The laige cavity commonly 
known as the belly, containing the organs 
more immediately oonceined in the process 
of digestion, as the stomach, liver, spleen, 
bowels, &o. It is so called because it mdes, 
or conceals, the lower portion of the bowels. 

Abductor, ab-duk-tur (Latin, ah, from ; 
duco, to draw away). Any muscle that 
contracts, or draws back : such as those 
which separate the fingers from each other, 
or the muscle which draws up the mouth. 

Abecedarian, abbe-sedarian (from 
A B. C.). One who teaches, or who is 


the ports of 
betical order. 


disposed in alpha- 


Aber. A Celtic prefix to the names of 
siai^ plaoei^ which uii|KMrtf that they lure 


situated at the mouth of a nvor, as Ahfr* 
deen. 

Aberration, aber-ray-shim (Latin, 
ab, from ; eiro, to wander). The act of 
wandering from the common track ; an 
alienation of mind. In astronomy, 
ti&n lifffU means the difference between 
the apparent and the true place of a star. 
In optic^ a deviation of the rays of ligi)t, 
when inflected by a lens, or speculum, by 
which thev |kre prevented meeting at the 
same point. 

Abeyance, a-bay-yens (French, layer, 
to hanker after). A state of suspension, 
expectation, or waiting for. This term is 
used in law, in reference to an inheritance 
which is not vested in sny one, and which 
is left unappropriated until the lawful in- 
heritor shml establish his claim. 

Abigail, abbe-gal (Hebrew). A beau- 
tiful woman whom David, the psalmist, 
took to wife after the death of her hus- 
band, Nabal. This name is also applied 
generally to waiting women, although upon 
what grounds is not precisely ascertained. 

Ab-Ixdtio, abin-isheo (Latin, ah, from ; 
initio, the first). From the beginning. 

Abjtuation, abjoo-rayshun (Latin, ab, 
from ; Juro, to swear). The act of abjuring; 
a renouncing upon oath. A n abjuration of 
the realm is a renunciation upon oath which 
a person makes to leave the kingdom for 
over. The Oath of abjuration is an oath 
asserting the title of the present royal 
family to the crown of England, and ex- 

S ressly disclaiming any right to it by the 
escendants of James the Second. 

Ablactation, ablak-tayshun (Latin, 
ah, from ; lac, milk). A weaning of a child 
from the breast. Also, a term used to ex- 

C IS the mode of grafting a scion of one 
to that of another, and when the union 
has taken place, dividing the shoot from 
the parent stem. 

Ablaqueation, ab-lak-we-ayshun 
(Latin, a6,^m ; fa^fieear, a covering). The 
process of opening the ground about the 
roots of trees and plants, in order to 
expose them to the action of light, air, and 
water. 

Ablative Case, ablah-tiv (Latin, ah, 
away; fafiw, carried). The <iixtb case in tbo 
Latm declension of nouns, and expressivo 
of the words— from, in. for, by, witii ; 
words which in the lEhagiish language ora 
prepositions, but in the l^atin understood 
as part of the noun, whon In its ablative 
case. Instead of saying ** with the kiniBi*' 
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aB in Bu#?lish composition, the ablative 
case of the Latin word i-e*, >’«*<;(«, implies 
these prepositions, the translation being, 
** with, for, in, by the king,” the translator 
accepting whichever of the four words best 
suits the context and sense of the passage. 
Thus toe term ablative signifies the taking 
av^ay or removing. 

Able-Bodied, a-bul bod*ed. Having 
a sound, strong body, or a body of' com- 
petent strength for service. An able-hoclied 
seaman is one who is able not only to work, 
but also one who is well skilled in seaman- 
ship ; in maritime language, such a man is 
commonly termed an A. B. 

Ablegation, ablee-^yshun (Latin, ah, 
from ; Legot to send). A sending abroM. 

Ablution, ab-low-shun (Latin, ah, 
from ; /«o, to wash). Ordinarily, the act of 
washing away or cleansing ; also, a reli- 
gious ceremony practised by the people of 
all Eastern nations as a part of their creed. 

Abnegate, abnee-gate (Latin, ah, 
from ; neyo, to deny). To deny. 

Abnodate, abno-dato (Latin, ah, from ; 
nodas, a knot). To out off the knots of 
trees. 

Abnormal, ab-normal (Latin, ah, from ; 
norma, a model). Irregular ; against rule. 

Abolitionist, abbo-lishun-ist. One 
wl'.o is in favour of abolition, especially as 
aj|»plied to slavery. 

Aborigines, abo-ridjin-euse (Latin). 
The earliest inhabitants of a country. This 
term was originally applied to the ancient 
inhabitants of Italy. 

Abortion, ab-orshun (Latin, ah, from ; 
oi't2is, a source). Miscarriage; untimely 
birth. 

About (Saxon, ahutan, around). In 
circumference, about is equivalent to 
around ; in number or quantity, it signifies 
near. To bring about, to bring to the 
point or state desired. To come about, to 
change or turn. To go about, to enter 
upon; to propose. In maritime affairs, 
(o go about is used when a ship changes 
her course. About ship/ are orders for 
tacking. 

Above, a-buv. Higher in place, as, 
above the Don ; bigbet in station, as. a 
maj^uis is above an earl ; beyond, as, aoc'X 
one's comprehension; longer m point oi 
UttM, as, above three months ; exceeding in 
weight, as, above six pounds; too proud or 
dignified, as, above asking a favour. 
Abraeadabra» abrehkeh-dabreb. A 


term of incantation used in superstitious 
ages as an antidote against fevers. This 
word was written on a piece of ^taper or 
vellum, with the letters disposed in a tri- 
angular form, and suspended about the 
neck of the patient. 

Abranchia, abran-keah (Greek, a, not ; 
hranckia, gills). Animals destitute of gills, 
and having no apparent organs of respira- 
tion. 

Abrasion, ab-rayzhim (Latin, ah, from ; 
rado, to scrape). A wearing away ; a rub 
bing off. In numismatics, this term is 
used to signify the wear and tear which 
coins undergo in the course of currency. 

Abreast, a-brest. Side by side, la 
naval tactics, the situation as regards the 
line of battle at sea. A breast line, the lino 
ahreast is formed by the ships being equally 
distant, and parallel to each other, so that 
the length of each f oms a right angle with 
the extent of the squadron or line abreast. 
Ahreast of a place, is directly opposite to it. 
Abreast, within tho ship, implies on a pa- 
rallel line with the beam. 

Abreuvoir, a-brou-vwar (French, 
abreuvoir). A watering-place for horses. 
In masonry, tho joint between two Sbones ; 
or the cavity to he filled up with mortar, or 
cement, when either are to be used. 

Abrogation, abro-gayshun (Latin, ah, 
from ; n>go, to make a law). Tho act of an- 
nulling or setting aside. This torm implies 
especially tho act of abolishing a law by 
the authority of its maker. 

Abscind, ab-slnd (Latin, ah, from; 
scindo, to tear). To cut olf ; to pare off. 

Absent without leave. In the 
army, a milder torm often used for deser- 
tion. All oflScers who absent themselves 
without permission, or fail to join their regi - 
ments at the expiration of their leave, aro 
placed under arrest, and their pay sus- 
ponded until an explanation of the cause 
of their absence be given. 

Absentee, absen-tee A term of com- 
paratively modem origin, r Ig^Jfying a per- 
son who lives away frmiljf 'istate. The 
name is espocially applied to a numerout 
class of land-owners m Ireland. 

Absolution, abso-lewsbun (Latin, db, 
from ; tolvo, to free). The forgiveness of 
sins, which the Church of Borne claims to 
itself the power of granting ; in civil law, 
a sentenco whereby the party accused it 
declared innocent of the crime laid to hie 
choige. 
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Absolutism, abso-low’-tism. A dac* 
fciino charged on the Calvinists, which con- 
ceives that the salvation of mankind is 
dependent on the mere pleasure of the 
Almighty. 

Abstergent, ab-stur-junt (Latin, ahs, 
from ; tergeOf to wipe). Having a cleansing 
qualiiy ; medicines which have the power 
of cleansing the body from obstructions 
and impurities, are so called. 

Abstract, abs-trakt (Latin, ahs, from ; 
fraAo, to draw). A summary, or epitome, 
containing the substance ; a general view 
or the principal heads of a subject. In 
metaphysics, an abstract idea is a partial 
conception of a complex subject. 

Abstraction, ab-strakshun. The act 
of drawing from ; absence of mind ; inat- 
tention. 

Abstruse, ab-stroos (Latin, ahs^ from ; 
tmsOf to thrust violently). Hidden ; ob- 
scure ; thrust away from the understand- 
ing. 

Abutment, a-butment (French, about, 
the end). The extremity of any body 
joining another, as the piers on which an 
arch rests. Also the junction or mooting 
of two pieces of timber. 

Abyss, a-biss (Greek, <x, without ; bimos, 
bottom). Any deep place that is bottom- 
loss, or supposed to be so. 

Ac, ak, ake. Those syllables occur- 
ring at the beginning or the termination of 
a name of a town or place, convey the 
Saxon signification of oah; as Acton, or 
oak-town. 

Academy, a-kaddymee (Greek, AXa- 
demos, an Atnenian, whose garden was con- 
vened into a gymnasium ; academe). A 
place of instruction next below a college ; 
an assooiatiou for the promotion of scionoo 
or art. 

AcanthllS, a-kanthuss (Lativi, acan- 
(kusy. A prickly shrub ; an ornament in 
aremteoture resembling its leaves. 

Aceelleration, ak-selly-rayshun (Latin, 
ad, towards : celer, swift). The act of 
hastening. In physios, the increase of the 
moiaon of moving bodies ; as the accelera- 
tion of a falling stone as it nears the earth. 

Accent, ak-sent (Latin, ad, to ; cam, to 
sing). The modulation of the voice in pro- 
nouncing certain words or sjrllablos ; also, 
marks or characters used in writing, to 
direct the stress of voice in pronuncia- 
tion, as the acute T), the grave ( '), and the 
circumflex (** or J. The first indicates 


that it is to bo depressed ; and the third, 
that the^vowel is to be uttered with an un- 
dulating" sound between high and low* 
In music, accent denotes the modulation of 
the voice to express certain passions. 

Acceptance, ak-sej^nse (Latin, ad, 
for ; cafium, to take), deception with ap- 
probation. In commerce, an acceptance is 
when a person renders himself responsible 
for the sum mentioned in a bill of exchange, 
by writing the word “accepted” on it, 
and signing his name. An accejgtor is the 
person who thus signs a bill of exchange. 

Accessory, ak-sessory (Latin, ad, to : 
cedo, to agree). Contributing ; joined to. 
In law, a person who aids in the commis- 
sion of a felonious act. An accessory before 
tke fact is one who suborns another to com- 
mit an offence, and who, though not ac- 
tually concerned in the commission, is 
accounted equally as guilty as the actual 
offender. An accessory after the fact is one 
who assists, comforts, and harbom*s the 
offender, knowing him to be such. 

: Accidence, aksy-dens (Latin, acciden- 
tia, chance). A book containing the first ru- 
diments of grammar, and interpreting tha 
attributes of the several parts of speech. 

Accidental Colotir. A name given 
to the colour which an object appears to 
have, when seen by an eye which at the 
time is strongly affected by some par- 
ticular colour ; thus, if we look for a short 
time upon any bright object, such as a 
wafer on a shoot of paper, a similar wafer 
will be seen, but of a different colour, and 
this will bo what is called the ojcddentai 
colour; if the wafer bo blue, the imaginary 
spot will be orange ; if red, it will be changed 
into green ; and yellow will become purple. 

Accipitres, aksippy-trees (Latin, ac- 
cipiter, a plunderer). The first order of birds, 
according to the classification of Linmeus, 
including the falcon, vulture, &c. ; the 
chief characteristics being a booked bill, 
strong legs, and sharp claws. This order 
includes the birds of 'prey ; hence the desig- 
nation. 

Acclimatise, aklyma-tize. To accue- 
tom to a foreign climate ; to inure to 
the temperature of a new oUmate; a term 
applied alike to plants, animals, and human 
beings. 

Acclivity, ak-klivitty (I^tin, ad, ap- 
proaching towards : clivus, a slope). The 
ascent of a hill ; steepness reckoned up- 
wards. See Declivity. 
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taining to ; coltum, the neck). A ceremony 
used In conferring knighthood, either hy 
embracing, falling on the neck, or by 
fitrikhig a blow on the shoulder. The cere- 
mony of knighthood, as practised in Eng- 
land, consists in the recipient of the 
honour kneeling at the feet of tlie person 
who confers the honour, when the latter 
strikes the shoulder of the former a blow 
with a sword, at the same time exclaiming, 

Arise, Sir — 

Acoompaniment> ak-kumpany-ment 
(Latin, arf, with ; con, together ; pania, head). 
An addition by way of ornament. In 
music, an instrumental part added to the 
composition by way of embellishment, and 
for the pui^ose of assisting the principal 
melody. 

Accord, ak-kord (Latin, ad, with ; cor, 
the heart). To harmonise, to agree with. 
In music, it is used to imply an instrument 
in perfect tune. In law, it signifies the 
compensation or satisfaction which an in- 
jured party agrees to receive, and who 
thereby disqualifies himself from taking 
any legal proceedings in the matter which 
has been thus settled. 

Accoucheur, ak-koo-shur (French). A 
man who assists women in child-birth. 
This term is now generally used instead of 
the old designation of man-midwife. 

Accountant, ak-kowntant (Latin, ad, 
with; cmi, together; puto, to think). In 
general terms, a person skilled in accounts, 
or engaged in keeping them. In commerce, 
one whose especial business it is to inves- 
tigate and cast up books of accounts, more 
particularly in cases of bankruptcy and 
insolvency. 

Accoutre, ak-kootur (French, aecmtrer, 
to dress out). To equip ; to arm ; to fit. 

Accredit, ak-kreddit (Latin, ad, upon ; 
credo, to place trust). To procure credit i i 
favour of ; also, to believe ; to place trusi 
in. An accredited agent is a person fur* 
nlshed with letters other documents, 
to confirm the misBion upon which he is 
sent. 

Accrescizuento, ak - kres - se - mento 
(Ttal^, accrescere, to increase). In music, 
the increase by one-half of its original 
duration which a note gains by having a 
dot appended to the right of it. 

Aoc^nz^ak-lrroo (French, A from ; cril, 
growth). To raring up: to follow as a 
natural result. 

Acqubat4px^ahiku-bayshun(Lat^^ ad. 


body between sitting and lying ; reclining 
sideways, as on a couch. 

Accumulate, ak-kewmew-lato (Latin, 
ad, upon ; cwmidus, a heap). To increase ; 
to heap together. 

Accueative CaBe,ak-kewsativ (Latin, 
aceuso, to accuse). The fourth case in the 
declension of Latin nouns, corresponding 
with the objective case in English gram- 
mar; namely, denoting or accusing the 
object towards which any action is direc- 
ted. 

Aceldama, assol-daymah (Hebrew, 
aceldama, a field of blood). Used to ox- 
resB a frightful scene of slaughter or 
loodshed. 

Acephalan. as-seffahlan (Greek, a, 
without; kephaU, the head). A class of 
animals having no head, of which tlio 
oyster is an example. 

Acerbity, a-serbitty (Latin, acerhts, 
bitter). Sourness of taste ; shs^noss of 
temper. 

Acetate, assee-tait (Latin, sour). 

A salt resulting from a combination of 
acetic acid with an alkaline, earthy, me- 
tallic, or vegeto-alkaline base — four varie- 
ties which may be exemplified by the 
acetates of soda, lime, load, and morphia. 

Acheron, akky-ron (Greek, Aclusron), 
The fabled river of the infernal regions. 

Achievement, atch-eevmont (French, 
d clicf). Performance ; some great exploit, 
feat, or meritorious deed. In heraldry, tbe 
escutcheon or shield, upon which the crest, 
arms, or quarterings are emblazoned. 

Achro^’^latic, akkro-mattik (Greek, a, 
without, I Vowa, colour). Devoid of colour. 
In optics, i term applied to telescopes con- 
structed so as to destroy the coloured 
fringes whic a surround the imago of an 
object viewoa through a Ions, or prism. 

Acidimeter, assid-immetur (Latin, 
addus, sour). An instrument employed 
for ascertaining the strength of acids, in 
commerce or manufactoros. 

Acme, ak-mee (Greek, acme, the highest 
point). A word used to imply the summit 
of excellence, or the perfection of art. In 
medicine, the term denotes the height 
of a disease, or the crisis of a fever. 

Acolyte, akko-lyto (Greek, aholoudiM^ 
an attendant). A servitor in the Eomish 
Church. This word is frequently used 
in a opBventional sense, to imply a numble 
assistant in any occupation. 

Acotyledon, akotty-leedon (Greek 
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IT, without ; cotyledon i ffoecMobc). A class 
of plants, die seeds of wUi^h have no lobes 
or divisions. 

Aooustio8» 8-kowstilca (Greek, alom, 
bO hear). A science treating of the pro- 
prtiescC sound, and the theoiyof hear- 
ing; also medicines or instruments which 
assist imperfect hearing. 

AoQUieso^ akwe-ess (Latin, ad, idth ; 
rest). To comply with, to yield ; 
osed especially to express consent given 
sitf r much solicitation, and with a view of 
ob’iging the solicitor rather than one’s 
self. 

Acquire, ak-kwire (Latin, ad, for ; 
ctttero, to ask). To gain; to obtain by 
labour or research. 

Acquisitiveness, ak- wisdtiv-ness. I n 
phrenology, an or^n of development 
which displays a denre for and power of 
gaining or obtaining. 

Acrasy, ay-crasy (Greek, a, without ; 
knim, temperament). Excess, irregu- 
larity. In medicine, the predominance of 
one quality above another. 

Acrid, ak-rid (Latin, acer, sharp). 
Biting and hot to the taste, pungent, 
sharp. 

Acrobat, akro-bat (Greek, oct-oj, high ; 
oainOf to ^). In ancient times, rope- 
dancers, and those who performed various 
feats from lof^ positions, were designated 
Ao'ohales. Ine street-tumblers of the 
present day assume the name of acrobats, 
as the representatives of these ancient 
performers. 

Acrogens, akro-jens (Greek, acros, 
the point or apex ; tennao, to produce). A 
term apnlied to those plants which, like 
the tree-ierns, increase by additions to the 
growing point, and novor augment in 
thickness after once formed. The acrogens 
are all fioworloss. 

Aoronical, akronny-kal (Greek, acrot, 
high ; ne, not, or opposed to). A term, in 
astronomy, applied to the rising of a star 
at sunset, or its setting at sunrise. 

Acrosplre, akro-spire (Greek, acrof, 
tlie point; tpeirct^ to sprout from). A 
slioot or sprout from the ends of seetls. 
Another term for what in botany is called 
the germ, or plume. 


Acrostic, a«krosstik (Greek, across ex- 
treme or ecoentrio; ^tichoii, averse). In 



'name of some person, place, motto, &o., 
as tiuf wiTd Frienilsliipf in the following 
example.— 

F rivniUhip, thou'rt false! I hnte thy flattering 
KiiiUo! 

R eturii to mo tiioso years I spent in vain. 

] n early youth tiie victim of thy guile, 

£ aeh joy took wing ne’er to return again— 

N e'er to return ; for, chilled by hopes deceived, 
D ully the slow-paced hours now move along; 

S o changed the time when, thougbtlcsa, I be< 
Ileved 

H er honeyed words, and heard her syren song. 

I f e'er, ns me, she lure some youth to stray, 

P erhaps, before too late, be’Ii listen to my lay. 

Acrotena, akro-teeryiah (Greek, 
od'oif the extreme point ; tm'eoy to keep). 
A term implying generally the extremities 
of the body, as the bands, feet, ears, nose, 
&c. In architecture, small pedestals, 
usually placed at the extremities of pedi- 
ments ; and upon which globes, vases, or 
statues are supported.. 

Act of Honour. In commerce, a 
proceeding usually conducted by a notary, 
which consists in drawing up an instru- 
ment for the security of a tnird person 
who interferes for a correspondent abroad. 
In preventing his bill from being rotumea 
or dishonoured for want of regular accept- 
ance, or payment by the party on whom it 
is drawn : it is often done for indorsera on 
such disgraced hills of exchange, and not 
only prevents the heavy ex])ensos of ro- 
oxchange, but likewise proseiwes the credit 
of the parties concerned. 

Actinism, aktin-izzum (Greek, acting 
a ray). A property in the rays of light 
which produces chemical changes, as in 
daguorrootyinng, 

Actinometer, aktinno-meetur. An 
instrument employed for the purpose of 
ascertaining the intensity of heat in the 
uiroct rays of the sun. 

Active Principles. In chemistry, 
the spirits, oils, and salts : so called 
cause their parts, being briskly in motion, 
Infuse action into other bodies. 

Acts of Parliament. In England, 
statutes or laws passed by the two Houses 
of Parliament, and assented to by the 
Soverei^. They are distinguished as 
Public General Acts, which are iudiciously 
taken notice of as such by all judges and 
justices ; Local and Personal Acts, which 
may be especially pleaded in courts of 
law, or elsewhere, and be judicially re- 
co^ised ; Private Acts which are printed, 
anu Private Acts which are not printed. 
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{he doinff of a thing). The ohief clerk or 
pereon who compiles minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of a company, or business. In 
insurance offices, the person who conducts j 
the calculations of insurances, and the 
general statistics of a similar character. 

Acumen, akew>mon (Latin, ocuo, to 
sharpen). Mental sharpness, or keen dis* 
^mrnent ; great intellectual capacity. 

JLD., Anno Domini. The year of our 
Lord. 

Ad. A Latin preposition, prefixed to 
several English words, expressing motion 
toimrds an object, or the relation of one 
thing to another ; as addict ^ to give up to ; 
addrm, to speak or apply to ; advance, 
to go towards. It is also sometimes 
changed to ac, as accost, to speak to ; oc- 
crue, to be added to. See Ab. 

Adagio, aday-djeo (Italian, adagw, to 
move slowly). In music, a mark or sign of 
slow movement; a de^ee quicker than 
grave time. 

Adage, ad-odj (Latin, adaginm, a pro> 
verb). A remark which has obtained credit 
by long use, and frequent repetition; a 
maxim ; a proverb. 

Adamant, addah-mant (Greek, a, 
not ; daman, to conquer). A very hard 
stone ; a name given to different minerals 
of excessive hardness, as the diamond. 

Adaptation, adapb-ayshun. The act 
of fitting or suiting; state of fitness. 
Plays from the French, or any foreign 
language, rendered fit for representation 
on the English stage are termed adapta- 
tions. 

Adatifl, a-daytis. A kind of muslin 
manufactured in India, in pieces measuring 
fifteen ^ards long, and three-quarters of a 
yard wide. 

Ad captandum, ad-kap-tandum 
(Latin, ad, towards ; eaptatio, catching or 
aiming). To attract or please ; to capti- 
vate the vulgar. Any ptuase in a written 
composition, or a speech, which appeals to 
the passions or the prejudices of the 
auditory, is called an ad eaptamdum senti- 
ment. See Clap-trap. 

Addendum, ad-dendum (Latin ad, to ; 
do, to give). Something to be added ; an 
appendix. The plural of this word, used 
to express more things than one added, is 
Addmdet. 

dice, to 
to ; to 


^ Addiot ad-dikt (Uttn, ad. to ; 
devote). To devote i to dedloate 


Addle-head «»d, addul-headed (Saxon, 
cAdlian, to be empty). Empty-headed* 
barren of brains. 

Adduo^ ad-duse (liatin, ad, to ; dvoo, 
to lead). To advance by way of proof ; to 
allege ; to quote ; to cite. 

Adelantado, addy-lontahdo (Spanish). 
The Spanish governor of a province. 

Adeling, addel-ing (Saxon, adel or ethl, 
noble; ling, young). A title of honour 
which the Saxons bestowed upon the 
children of princes, and upon young 
nobles. 

Adelite, addel-ite.^ A name formerly 
given, in Spain, to conjurers who prodictod 
the fortunes of persons by the night and 
singing of birds, and other accidental cir- 
cumstances. 

AdelphL a-delfy (Greek, adefpkos, 
a brother). The block of buildings situated 
in the Strand, London, bears this name, on 
account of having been built by tho 
brotliert Adam. 

Adenologr, adden-ollodjy (Greek, 
etden, a glana; loaos, a discourse). The 
doctrine of the glands, their nature and 
uses. 

Adept, ad'Opt (Latin, ad, to; aptum, 
fitted). One well skilled in any art; 
thoroughly versed ; skilful. 

Adhere, ad-heeur (Latin, ad. to; hemo, 
to stick). To cling to ; to hold on by ; to 
attach. 

Adhesion^ ad-heezhun. The net or 
state of adhering ; the espousing a party 
or cause. 

Adhibit, ad-hibbit (Latin, ad, reference 
to ; luibeo, to have). To apply to ; to make 
use of. 

Ad Hominem,ad-hommy-nem (Latin, 
ad, to ; Iwminem, the man). Personally ; 
speciallv ; individually. An appeal made 
to one^i predilections or principles, is 
styled an argumentum ad hominsm. 

Adieu, a-due (Frenoli, d to God). 
An elliptical expression, equivalent to 
commend you to God.” See Good-bye. 

Ad Infinitum, ad-infe-nytum (Latm, 
ad, to ; finis, the end). To midless extent ; 
continumg without cessation. 

Ad Interim, ad-interim (Latin, ad, 
in ; iTtfertm, the meantime). During the 
interval ; while a case is pending. 

Adipocere, addy-po-sera(Mln,sk{«9Mr, 
lat ; ctra. wax). A soft, oily, orwaty sub- 
■tanca. af a light-b**own colour, into whidh 
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the mu^oiilar fibres pf -dead anim^ bodies 
mrd eonviertecL wheti protect^ from 
atnlospboric air by loo^ immersioii in 
water or spirit, or by burial in moist 
places. 

Adipose, addy-pozo (Latin, adejw, fat). 
Adipose cells are the bags which contain 
Iho fat. Adipose mmh'anef the tissue 
which incloses the fat in animal bodies. 
Adipose tumour, the accumulation of fat in 
largo quantities. 

Adit, ad-it (Latin, ad, to ; eo, to go). 
Tiio horizontal entrauoo to a mine, somq- 
tiuios called the drift. It is usually made 
in the side of a hill. The term air-shaft 
is fro(j[uontly employed to express the same 
meaning. 

Adjacent, ad-jaysent (Latin, ad, to ; 
iaceOf to be near). Lying near, close, or 
contiguous; bordering upon. 


Adjective, adjek-tiv (Latin, ad, to; 
iacio, VO throw). In grammar, a word used 
with a noun to express a quality of the 
thing named, or something attributed to 
it, or to limit or define it, or to specify or 
describe a thin^, as disunct from some* 
thing else. Ad|ectiTes are of four kinds : 

Nominal; those which distinguish 
certain qieoies by some quality, which 
arises either from the nature of the thing, 
or from its form, situation, &o. , such as 
good, black, rotmd, external. 2. u^e verbal 
or ^rHcimaX, which always end in ed or 
ing; as l<md, djomineering, and denote 
some accidental quality, which appears to 
be the effect of an action that passes, or 
has passeA in the thing under considera* 
tion. 8. Numeral adjectives, which place 
any substantive in numeri^^ order, as 
first, second, last, 4. Pro-nominal, which do 
not mark either species, action, or arrange* 
ment, but are merely indications of indi* 
vidumity. These adjectives are either 
personal, as my. Ihvi or they have a vague 
and indeterminate meaning, such as 
some, one^ many; or, lastly, they swve 
the pui|^se of mere indication, as this. 


AcljOtim* ad*jam (BVench, ^oumfs, a 
day's work). To put off or defer to 
ancftkiif* day '; used, ih a general sense, to 
denote * lesn^ IntmthMon of business, 
a patting off to any future meeting of the 
same bedyj ai an adjournment of the 
House cdi uommons^ nr of a publio meet- 
ing. 


a^ndgtngor passing smenoe. 


law, a process by which land or o^oi 
heritable estate is attached in satisfiiction 
of debt ; or an action by which the holder 
of a heritable right, labouring under a 
defect in point of form, may supply that 
defect. 

Adjunct, ad-junkt (Latin, ad, to; 
junctus, joined). Something added to 
another, but not essentially a part of it ; 
as water absorbed by cloth or sponge, is 
its adjunct. Also a body joined to another. 
In gmmmar, words added to illustrate or 
amplify tho force of other words ; as tho 
History of the American Revolution. The 
words in italics are the adjuncts of 
History. 

AHjure, ad-joor (Latin, ad, to ; Jure, 
to swear). To swear solemnly ; to impose 
an oath on another ; to charge or summon 
with solemnity. 

Adjust, ad-iust (Latin, ad. to; Justus, 
exact). To make exact ; to fit or mime ; 
to cause the several paHs to correspond ; 
to make accurate ; to settle, or bring to a 
satisfactory state, so that parties are 
agreed in the result ; as to adjust accounts, 
to adjust differences. 

Adjutant, adjoC'tant (Latin, ad, to ; 
juvo, to help). In milit£^ affairs, an 
officer whose business is to assist the major, 
by reoeivinjBT and oommuuicating orders. 
Lach battalion of foot, and each regiment 
of horse, has an adjutant, who receives 
orders from the brig^e-major to oommu* 
nicate to the colonel, and to the subordi- 
nate officers. Ai^utant-OenmU, is one 
who assists the general of an army. 

Administration, ad-minnis4t;^^iim 
(Latin, adj, to ; ministro, to assist). The act 
of adiainistenng or conducting any em- 
ployment, as the conducting of the public 
affairs, or dispensing the laws. The execu- 
tive part of Government, which, in Eng- 
land, is termed the Administration, is 
usually composed, as follows First Ijoid 
of the Treasury; Lord High Phancellor,; 
Chancellor of the Exchequer : Socretary 
of State for Foreign Affears ; Secretary of 
State for the 'Colonial Department; Sciwe- 
tary of State for the Home Depa^ant ; 
President of the Oonnhil; Lord Privy 
Seal; First Lord of the Admiralty; Pre- 
sident of the Board of Control ; Chancel- 
lor of the Duchy of Lancaster; First 
Commissioner of 'Mand Bevenue ; Secre- 
tary at War ; Commander-in-Chief. Such, 
in general, ccanpoie the AdministktdM ; 
but there ace many othm: ministem^ . 84 
Lord Chamberlain, President eff 
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Board of Trade, Postmaster-General, &o. ; 
ioxneof whom are occaedonally inoluded in 
the Ministry ; while, on the other liand, 
any one or more of those decided aboro 
may excluded. 

Administrator, ad-minnis-traytnr. 
In law, one who has the effects of 

a person* djdng without a will committed 
to his charge. In Scottish law, a person 
legally empowered to act for another, 
whom the law presumes incapable of acting 
for himself. The term is usually applied 
to a father, who has the power over his 
children and their estate during their 
minority. The feminine of this word is 
cidminutratrix. 

Admiral, ad-meral (Latin of the 
middle ages, amira^ an emir, or com- 
mander). In the British navy, an officer 
of the highest rank in the fleet, dis- 
tinguished by a square flag, which is 
carried above the main-mast. The Vice- 
A dmiral is the second in rank. Ho carries 
his flag above the fore-mast. The Rear- 
Admiral comes next, and carries his flag 
above the mizeu-mast. These admirals 
are classed into three squadrons, named 
after the colours of their respective flags, 
the redf the wAtte, and the Hue. 

Admiralty, adme-ralty. In Groat 
Britam, the office of Lord High Admiral. 
This office is discharged by one person, or 
by commissioners, called Lor^ of ike 
Admiralty, usually seven in number. 

Admiration, ISTote o£ In gram- 
mar, the oharaoter (!) used after a word, or 
at the close of a sentence of a remarkable 
or emphatic nature. 

Admonition, admo-nisshun (Latin, 

against ; mmeo, to warn). A warning 
or notification of a fault; a mild reproof. 
In ecclesiastical affairs, a reproof given to 
a member of the church for a fault either 
publicly or privately; the first step of 
church discipline. It has a like use in 
colleges. 

Adnasoent, ad-naysent (Latin, tid, to ; 
naecens, growing). Growing to or upon 
something else. Admate, in hotany, refers 
to the growing together of the Afferent 
parts of jplants. 

AA ISTauseum, 'ad-naws-eum (Latin). 
The repetition of anything until it be- 
comes aaiweoM. 

Ado^esoe^ce, addo-lessens (Laian, ad, 
^ ^ grow). The state of growing 
applied to the young of the human race ; 
yoM, w tlm period of life between child- 


hood and the full development of the 
frame, extending in males from about 
fourte^ to twenty -five, and in females 
from twelve to twenty-one. 

Adonis. In mythology, a youthful 
hunter beloved by Venus. This term is 
applied colloquially to a favourite of 
women. 

Adopt, a-dopt (Latin, ad, far, onto, to 
desire). To choose to ons’s self. To take 
a stranger into one's family as son and 
heir. To take or receive as one’s own that 
which is not naturally so, as to adopt the 
opinions of another ; or to receive that 
wliich is new, as to adopt a particular 
mode of husbandry. 

Ados oul ation, a-dosk^-layshun 
(Latin, ad, to; osculatin,a kissing). The 
imprecation of plants by means of the 
pollen falling on the stigma. 

Ad Fondus Omnium (Latin). Lite- 
rally, “ to the weight of the whole.” These 
woms after the name of any ingredient, in 
a medical prescription, signify that the 
weight of such ingredients is cquaJ to that 
of ^1 the others put together. 

Ad Beferendum, ad refer-endum 
(Latin). For further consideration. 

Adriatic, adre-atik (I^atin, Adria, the 
Gulf of Venice). Pertaining to the GuL 
of Venice. 

Adrift, a -drift (Saxon, adrifan, to 
drive). A nautical term, denoting the 
condition of a vessel broken from her 
moorings. 

Adroit, a-droyt (French, droit, right, 
straight). Dexterous, skilful in the uso of 
the hand ; readiness of tho mental powers ; 
quickness of invention. 

Adsoititious, adsy-tishus (Latin, ad, 
for ; icieco, to seek out). A term applied 
to that which is taken in to complete some- 
thing else, as adsoititious advontaCs- 

Adstrictiox^ ad-^trikshun (Latin, ad, 
to ; glrmgo, to bind fast). The act of bind- 
ing together; contracting into a lesser 
compass. 

Adulation, addn-layshun (Latin, adv^ 
latio, originally, the wagging of a dog’s 
tail to his master). Servile fiatt^ ; praise 
in excess, or beyond what is merited ; high 
compliment. 

Adult, a-dult (Latin, aduUus, grown to 
maturity). A person grown to full size 
and streiigth, or to the years of lunnhood. 
It is also applied to full-grown plants. 
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Ad\lltftrat«» R*dulter*ate (Latin, ad, 
tio ; alkr, second self). To oomxpt, debase, 
9t make impure by on admixture of baser 
materials. 

Adumbrate^ ad-umbrate (Latin, ad, 
to; rndm, shadow). To shadow out; to 
B^ve a faint Ukeness ; to exhibit a faint re- 
lemblance, like that which shadows afford 
to the bodies which they represent. A dum- 
braiton, in heraldry, is the shadow only of 
any figure outlined, and painted of a dai'ker 
colour than the held. 

Adtmoll^, a-duusv-te (Latin, ad, to ; 
uneuM, a hook). Hookedness; a bending 
in the form of a hook. 

AdusL a>dust (Latin, adtutut). Burnt 
up ; soorcoed ; become dry by heat. 

Ad Valorem, ad va-lorem (Tjatin). 
According to the value. The Customs’ 
duties upon certain goods at so much per 

cent, on the value is called an ad valorem, 
duty. 

Advance, ad-vans (French, avancer; 
this word is formed on d, to, and van, the 
front). To bring forward ; to promote ; to 
improve, or make better ; to forward or 
aooelerate the growth of. In commerce, 
an advance is a giving beforehand ; a fur- 
nishing of something, on contract, before 
an 6<]ui valent is received, as money or 
floods, towards a coital or stock, or on 
loan. In military aSmrs, an advance g\wrd 
is a detachment of troo]^ which precedes 
the march of the main body. 

Advent, ad-vent (Latin, ad, to ; venia, 
to come). A coming; appropriately the 
coming of our Saviour, and in the calendar 
it includes four Sabba^s before Christmas. 

Adventitious, adven-tishus (Latin, 
adven,iiti<m). Foretm, strange; that whioh 
is added, not essentially inherent. 

Adverb, ad-vurb (Latin, ad, to ; verhum, 
a word). In grammar, a word used to mo- 
dify the sense of a verb, partioiple, adjec- 
tive, or attribute, and usually placed near 
H ; as, he writes loell ; paper extremely white. 

Adversaria, ad-ver-sayreah (Latin, 
opposite). Amox^ the ancients 
a bemk m aooounts, answering to the mo- 
dortt ledm. and so named from the debit 
and mwwt Doing placed in oppotUion to 
each other. The word also imports, among 
Utenufy peieous, aepeoieB of oommon-plaoe 

book, m whioh the notes are not digested 
under regular heads. 

AdverW ad-vnrt (Larin, ad, to : eerie, 
to tumh To turn the mind or attention 
to ; to regard, obsenre, or notioo. 


Advocate, advo-kate (Latin, ad, io; 
voco, to call). This word, in its primary 
sense, signifies one who pleads the cause'of 
another in a court of civil law ; hence it 
came to be appliod to a pleader in any 
judicial court ; in England they are of twr 
; degrees, Barristei's and SerjeanU* ^ In Scot 
I land the Faculty of Advocates is a sooietj 
I of eminont lawyers, who practice in tht 
highest courts. In France the AvocaU 
form a separate order, of which each mem- 
ber is attached to a particular local court ; 
there are also those who plead, and those 
who practice only. 

AdvoWBon, ad-Towson (Latin, ad. to ; 
voveo, to vow). In English law, a right of 
presentation to a vacant benetice ; or, in 
other words, a right of nominating a 
person to officiate in a vacant church. 
Advowsonsareof three kinds— pmcjilaliw, 
coliative, and donative— presentative, when 
the patron presents hi» clerk to the bishop 
of tno diocese to be instituted; coliative, 
when the bishop is his patron, and insti- 
tutes, or collates his clerk, by a single act ; 
donative, when a church is founded by the 
king, and assigned to the patron, without 
being subject to the ordinary, so tliat the 
patron confers the benefice on his clork^ 
without presentation, institution, or induc- 
tion. Advowsons are also appendant, that 
is, annexed to a manor ; or, in gross, thai 
is, annexed to the person of the patron. 

Adynamy, adin-amee (Greek, a, with^- 
out ; aynamis, power). Diminution of the 
vital powers; aebility; prostration of the 
action of the senses, ana of the muscular 
system. 

.Si. a diphthong in the Latin language. 
In Anglicised words it is generally super- 
seded by s, as Eolian for iEoIian, Edile for 
(Edile, am. 

Aerated, ay-erayted (Greek and Latin, 
<ur, air), (jombined with carbonic acid, 
formerly called fixed air. AeraJled voaUre 
is a term applied to a variety of acidulous 
and alkaline beverages, more or less im- 
pregnated with carbonic acid. 

AeriaL ay-eryal. Belonging to the air 
or atmosphere ; as, omof imons. Con- 
sisting of air ; parking of the nature of 
wr. AeruU plants, those which absorb 
much of their food from the atmosphere. 
Aerial perspective, that branch of perspec- 
tive whioh treats of the relative diminutkm 
of the colours of bodies, in propoirion to 
their disiaaoe from the eye. 

Aarollta* ayro-Ute (Greek* «sr« alri 
a stone). A stone which feUe fxtm 
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the air under certain oircumstances, which 
has given rise to a variety of theories and 
conjectures, without any positive conclusion 
being arrived at. 

Aerometer, ayr-om-etur (Greek, aer, 
air ; nietron, measure). An instrument for 
weigMng air, or for ascertaining the mean 
bulk of gases; also, an instrument for 
ascertaining the density or rarity of air. 

Aeronaut, ayro-nawt (Greek, a«r, air ; 
naufeSf a sailor). One who sails through 
the air ; commonly applied to persons who 
ascend in and guide balloons. 

Affable, affah-bul (Latin, ad, to; fai'i, 
to speak). Easy to be spoken to, or a 
readiness to speak to any one ; courteous ; 
complaisant. 

Aifeto, Affetuoso, or Con Affetto 
(Italian, from Latin, offecto, to strive after). 
In music, a direction to perform certain 
notes in a soft and affecting manner, and 
therefore rather inclined to slow than the 
reverse. 

Afdance, af-fyans (Latin, ad, to ; fides, 
faith). To betroth ; to pledge one’s faith 
or fidelity in marriage, or to promise 
marriage. 

Afficlie, af-feesh (French, affiche), A 
placard, or notice, publicly exhibited. 

Affidavit, affe-dayvit (Latin ; an old 
law verb signifying *^he made oath from 
ttd, in ; fidesy faith). A declaration on oath, 
before a competent authority, more par- 
ticularly when reduced to writing and 
signed by the party. 

Affiliation, afiilly-ayshun (French, affi~ 
lUr, to adopt. Latin, ad, to ; jUivA^ a son). 
To adopt ; to receive into a family as a 
son. In law, the proving of parentage in 
the case of illegitimate chUdron. 

Affinity, affiny-te (Latin, ad, to ; jinii, 
the end). Kelationship by marriage. It 
is distinguished into three kinds : direici 
affinit^f as subsisting between the husband 
and his wife's relations by blood ; secondary 
affinity^ as subsisting between ihe hus- 
Kind’s and wife’s relations by marriage ; 
collateral oMnitv^ as subsisting between 
the husband, and the relations of the wife’s 
relations. In general terms, agreement; 
relation; conformity; resemblance. 

Affirmation, affor-mayshun (Larin, 
od, to ; /mo, to make firm). The act of 
strengthening or supporting any opinion. 
In law, the Solemn declaration made by 
Quakers, Moravians, and any others who, 
nom conscientious scruples, refuse, or are 
nnwiUing to take on oath in cases where 


an oath is required from others. False 
affirmations made by such parties are 
punishable in the same way as perjury. 

Afflw, af-fiks (Latin, ad, to; fixum, 
united). To unite at the end. A particle 
added at the close of" a word, either to 
diversify its form, or to alter its signifi- 
cation. The following list includes the 
principal affixes to English words 


Age, rank, ctMce, 
Alice, ancy^ 
Ence, ciicy J- 


) 


Ant, ent 

Ate, ary, haring. 

Ble, that mqy be. 

Bleness, the quality of 
being able. 

Bly, tn a manner. 

Cy, ty, y, ity, state, con 
dition. 

En, tn. 

Er, or, an, ian, cx, ess, 
ecr, ist, ite, sun, zcii, 
the person who. 

Fy, to male. 

Ics, science, art. 

Ion, ity, ment, the state 
or act of. 


Ish, some degree. 

Isln, doctrine, theory. 
Ive, Jc, ical, ile, me, iiig, 
it, ial, eut, ant, 
iaimng to, having the 
quality, relating to. 
Ize, to make. 

Less, without. 

Ly, like, resemhhng. 
Ness, quality of. 

Old, resembling. 

Ous, ose ) nature of. 
Ory, some J like, full of. 
Ric, dom, jpossesston. 
Sliip, o^ce. 

Ude, state of bei/g. 

Ure, act of, state of being. 
Ward, in a direction. 


Affiatus, af-flaytus (Latin, ad, to ; 
Jlatus, blowing, or breathing). A blast or 
breath of wind. Inspiration ; communica- 
tion of Divine knowledge, or the power of 
prophecy ; usually alluded to as the Di- 
vine afflatus.” 

Aft, ahft (Saxon, oeft, after, behind). 
In nautical language, a word used to denote 
the stem, or what pertains to the stem 
part of a ship. Fw'e and aft, signifies the 
whole length of a ship. Right aft is in a 
direct line with the stem. 

After -Clap. An unexpected subse- 
quent event ; something happening after 
an affair is supposed to bo at an end. 

After-Math. The second mowing of 
grass in the same season ; also, the stubble 
cut after the reaping of corn. 

After-Piece. A theatrical piece per- 
formed after a play ; a faro© or other light 
entertainment. 

Affhsiozi, af-fewzhun (Latin, ad, on; 
fundOf to pour out). In medicine, a mod© , 
of treatment for fever and other diseases, 
which consists of pourii^ water upon the 
patient or on the port af^cted. 

Agapemone, agap-emony (Greek, 
agapCf love). A modem association of 
men and women living in common ; osten- 
sibly, in love and piety ; and on a general 
fund made up of the fortunes or donarioiui 
of the associated members. The persons 
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forming tlais Beet live retired from tlie 
worlds in a house furnished with every 
oonyenience and comfort; with gardens 
atiaohed, tastefully laid outj and grounds 
adjacent for the recreation of the mem- 
bers. Their religion is a free interpreta- 
tion of Christianity, and they have a leader 
who professes to be divinely commissioned. 
The establishment of this name in England 
is situated at Bridgewater, in Devonshire. 

Agenda, a-jondah (Latin, ago, to act), 
laterally, things to bo done ; a memoran- 
dum-book of things to bo oailv attended 
to ; the service of the office of the Church. 
In theology it is used to distinguish what 
one is bound to perform, in opposition to 
Credent, or tilings which he is bound to 
believe. 

Agio, adj-oo (Italian, aggio, an ex- 
change of money for somo consideration). 
In commerce, the difference in point of 
value between metallic and paper money, 
or betwoon one sort of metallic money and 
another rate of exchange. Thus, if a mer- 
chant sells goods with tho stipulation that 
they shall be paid for, cither 100 livres 
bank money, or 105 cash or current money, 
the agio in such a ca&c is said to be 5 joer 
cent. j 

Agistment, ajist-mont (Norman, agiser, 
to lay or throw down). In law, the taking 
of other people’s cattle to graze, especially 
in the royal forests^ and also the profits 
thence arising. This term also denotes a 
tax, burden, or charges, levied for repair- 
ing the sea-banks in different parts of 
England. The agUtmenUtWie is a tithe paid 
to the vicar for pasturage of barren cattle. 

Agglomerate, ag-glomray-rate (Latin, 
od, to; glomero, to vdnd round, from 
aUmiis. a ball of yam). To wind, or col- 
lect into a ball ; to gather into a mass. 

Agglutinate, ag-glew-tenait (Latin, 
xd, to ; gluten, glue). To unite one part 
^ another, to cause to adhere ; used gene- 
*ally in a medical sense. 

uiggrandize, ag-grandyze (Latin, ad, 

;o ; grandis, great). To increase ; to make 
pmt by enmigement; to exalt; to im- 
>rove in power, honour, or rank. 
Aggregate, c^-greogait (Latin, ad, to ; 
rex, a flock). To collect in troops or 
locks ; to brmg together ; to collect par- 
ioulain into a sum, mass, or body, as the 
ggregaie amount of charges. 


lity ; the commencement of a quarrel, or a 
war, by some act of injury. 

Agonistic, ago-nistik (Greek, agon, the 
contest for the prize). Eelatin^ to prize- 
fighting. The word agony is derived from 
the contortions or twistings of the body in 
an athletic contest or struggle. 

Agnomen, agno-men (X^tin, ad, to; 
nomen, a name). A name given to a per- 
son on account of, and in connection with, 
some extraordinary action or oiroumstanoo ; 
thus, the agnomen Kars” was given 
to Sir Fenwick Williams, on account of his 
pliant defence of a place of that name, 
during the Russian war. 

’ Agnus Dei, agnus de-i (Latin, amme, 
lamb ; Dei, of God). Tho figure oi . the 
Saviour under the form of a lamb, in ac- 
cordance with the symbolical words of St. 
John. In Catholic counti'ios medallions 
of wax or dough are stamped with tho 
figure of tho Lamb supporting the cross, 
and these aro supposed to preserve those 
who carry them, in faith ; to guard them 
from accidents, ficc. 

Agrarian, agra-rean (Latin, oget, a 
field). Relating to fields or gi'ounds. 
Agrarian laws are those which relate to 
tho distribution of land, and especially ap- 
plies to a mode of allotment, by which the 
number of acres assigned to each person 
is limited, so that all imould have a portion 
of land, and none become monopolists. 

Aid-de-Camp, ay-day kong (French, 
aid, or aide, assistant ; de, oi\ cani'p or 
champ, field), A military officer appointed 
to the staff of a general officer, wnoso 
orders he receives and distributes. Those 
I orders aro to be obeyed with tho same 
readiness as if delivered personally by the 
general officer to whom the aid-de-camp is 
attached. 

Aisle, ile (French, aMe, a wing. Latin, 
ala, a wing). The wing of a building, usually 
applied to the lateral divisions of a church, 
which are separated from the central part 
called tho nave, and choir, by pillars and 
piers. The nave is frequently, though in- 
correctly, termed the middle aisle, and the 
lateral divisions the side aisles. 

Ait, ate (supposed to be a corruption of 
islet). A small island in a river, generally 
overgrown with sedges and wild, rank v€ig©- 
tation ; the resort of aquatic birds, and 
particularly ducks and swans. There ar© 
several places answering to this descrip- 
tion in the river Thames, betwoon Twiokia^ 
ham an<i Richmondi ^ 
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Alutaffe, a-jootaaj (French, ajouter, to 
add,"^ to wpply). The tube htted to the 
mouth of a vessel, through which the water 
of a fountain is to be played. It is by 
moans of this tube that the water is di- 
rected into any <losired hgnro, so that the 
diversity of foimtains consists chiefly in 
the different structure of their ajutages. 


Alabaster, ala-bastur (Greek, Alahas- 
iron, a town of Lower Egyl>t, whore the 
substance was found of excellent quality). 
A soft kind of marblo, which is of a granu- 
lar texture, of a white colour, and possess- 
ing a coi-taiu degree of transparency. 


Alambde, alah-mod (French, d, to ; la, 
the ; Mode, fashion). According to tho 
fashion, or tho most stylish manner. 


Alarmist, a-larmist (French, alar me I 
to arms !). Ono who excites alarm ; one who 
is ready to tako alarm at, and to circulate 
and exaggerate, any sort of bad news, par- 
ticularly in regard of political affairs. 

Albata, al-baytah (Latin, alhus, white). 
The name given to a species of white metal 
largely used in many branches of manu- 
facture. 

Albino, al-beono (Latin, alius, white). 
A person of unusually fair complexion, 
with light hair and pink eyes. Albinos are 
occasionally found as a v’ariety of tho 
human race in every climate. 

Albion, al-beon (Latin, alhus., white). 
Tho name given l')y the Romans to tho 
island of Great Britain, on account of tho 
chalky or white cliffs, which first met their 
eyes. 

Album, al-bum (Latin, alhvs, white). 
A book originally blank, in which are in- 
serted from time to time any autographs, 
poems, di*a wings, &c., as memorials of 
friend* and distinguished individuals. 

Albumen, al-bewmen (Latin, alhus, 
white), A substance so named from the 
Latin, for the white of an egg, in which it 
exists abimdantly, and in its purest natural 
state. It enters largely into the compo- 
sition of the animal fluids and solids. In 
botany, it represents that solid, fleshy, bony, 
or homy consistence secreted in certain 
seeds, between the embryo and the skin. 


Albumum, al-bumum (Latin, alhus. 
white). The outer, latest formed, ana 
white portion of the wood of plants, some- 
times called sap-wood, 

AlcalCB, al-kayiks. Several kinds of 
frerio, so called from Alceeus, a lyric poet of 
lonei their inventor* 


Aloaid, al-kaid (Arabic, hada, to gO' 
vem)* Among the Moors, S^niards, and 
Portuguese, a governor. In Portugal, the 
chief civic ma^strate in a town or city ; 
also, the jurisdiotion of certain Judges of 
appeal. In Spain, the governor of a castle 
or fort; also a jailer. The Cadi of the 
Turks is similarly derived. 

Alchemy, al-ko-mo (Arabic, al, the ; 
himia, secret ait). A chemical ait, by 
which the adepts of former times sought 
to transmute baser metals into gold, and to 
prepare a fluid, called Elixir vitce, by whitth 
disease and death wore to bo avoided tho 
poseossor. 

Alcohol. A word of Arabic derivation, 
used to denote the essence of bodies, sepa- 
rated from tho josser parts. It now 
signifies ardent spirit of wine, and forms 
tho intoxicating principle of wine, beer, 
and other spirituous liquors. 

Alcoran, al-koran (Arabic, al, tho ; 
horan, book). The book which contains 
tho Mohammedan doctiines of faith and 
practice; ivhich tho Mohammedans stato 
was given to Mahomet by the angol Gabriel, 
a verse at a time, and at diffeient places, 
during a period of twenty-three years. 

Alcove, al-kovo (Spanish, ahoha, com- 
posed of al, with tho Arabic mhha, to con- 
struct with an arch). A recess in a room, 
separated from it by a screen of column?, or 
by a balustrade, or by draperies, for the 
reception of a bod, and having its floor 
gonorally raised above the floor of tho 
room. Also a lateral recess in a library foi 
the reception of books. Likewise an arched 
and covered seat in a garden. 

Ale Conner {ale and con, to know or 
see). An officer whose business it is to in- 
spect the measures used in public-houses, 
to prevent frauds in soiling liquors. 

Alee, a-lee. In nautical language, on 
the side opposite to tho wind, that is, op- 
posite to tho side on which it strikes. The 
helm of a ship is alee, when pressed close 
to the lee side. Hard alee, or luff alee, h 
an order to put the helm to tho leo sido. 

Alembic, a-lembik (Arabic, al, the; 
amhixon, chemical vessel). A chemical 
vessel used in distillation; usually made 
of glass or copper. This vessel is not so 
generally used now as the worm-still and 
retort. 

Al exandrine Verse. A kind of verse 
consisting of twelve syllables, or of twelve 
and thirteen alternately; so called from a 
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K>om written in French^ on the life of Alex- 
knder. The AlexandHno, in English, con- 
dsts of twelve syllables, as will be seen 
>y the following specimen 

A needless Alexandrine ends my song, 

Which like a woundedsnake drags its slow length 
along.’* 

.Ale-wife, or Aloof This word is pro- 
>erly alotif, the Indian name of a fish, but 
he established pronunciation is ale-wife. 
t is an American fish, and somewhat re- 
embles the herring. 

A1 Fresco, al-fresco (Italian). In the 
pen air, usually applied to entertainments, 
efreshments, &o. 

j^gee, al-je (probably from the Latin 
Miffo, to bina). An order of plants which 
omprehends the whole of the sea-weeds. 

Algebra, alje-brah (Arabic, al, the; 
aboron reduction of the whole to a part). 

L branch of mathematics, in which symbols 
re employ^ in the place of figures. A 

Ry sought, whether it be a number^ or a 
ine, or any other quantity, as i£ it were 
ranted, and by means of one or more 
uantities given, proceeds by consequence, 
ill the quantity at first only supposed to 
6 known, or at least some power thereof, 

I found to be equal to some quantity or 
uantities which are known, and conse- 
uently its own value, or quantity, or num- 
er, is determined. 

Alhambreu al-hambrah. An ancient 
alooe and castle in Grenada, formerly the 
esidence of the Mohammedan monarchs. 
Tiis biiUding is, to outward appearance, 
'holly divested of ornament, but the in- 
3rior decorations afford specimens of the 
ecorative art which, for gorgeousness of 
olour and beauty of design, are unequal- 
)d. 

Aliaa, aily-as (Latin, alias, otherwise). 

. word used to link the several names 
Moh a person assumes for the purposes 
f conoeajment; os, Johnson, artcw Rich- 
rds. In law, a duplicate execution or writ, 
iBu^ when the original has proved in- 
QBicient in enforcing the judgment. 

Alib it alle-by (Latin, alih', elsewhere), 
u plea set up by a person charged with a 
rune, to show that he was at some place 
smote from that at which the offence was 
Eunmitted at the time of commission, and 
iierefore establishing the impossibility of 
is being the real offender. 

Alien, ale-yen (Latin, alius, another), 
k foreigner ; one bora in, or beloxiging to, 


another country. In France, children born 
of residents who are not citizens are aliens. 
In Great Britain, the children of aliens 
bom in that country are for the most part 
natural bom subjects; as also aro the 
children of British subjects owing allegi- 
ance to tho crown of England, though bom 
in other countries ; and both are entitled^ t^ 
the privileges of resident citizcris. An alien 
is incapable of inheriting lands in England 
till naturalised by Act of Parliament ; and 
in Scotland, he is disqualified from either 
acquiring or inheriting property. 

Alimony, allo-munuy (Latin, alo, to 
'feedl. An allowance which a husband has 
to make to his wife when separated from 
her. Tho sum is usually fixed by the judge, 
and is regfulated according to the income 
or earnings of the husbana. 

Alkalies, alkab-lees (Arabic, al, the ; 
Jhali, the name of a plant which produces 
the substance by burning). A class of 
bodies, possessing a very bitter and hot 
taste, and which exercise a corrosive action 
upon all animal matter. They have also 
the power of changing vegetable colours, 
turning blue to green, and turmeric to 
brown. 

AUalL. The Arabic name for God, com- 
posed of the particle al and ela/i, — the 
Adorable. 

AUenance, al-lejans (Latin, ad, to; 
%o, to bind). The duty or fidelity which 
a subject owes to his sovereign or govern- 
ment. 

Allegory, alle-gory (Greek, alios, 
another ; agora, discourse). A description 
of one thing under tho image of another, so 
that some other meaning is intended than 
that which is conveyed by the mere words 
used in the description. An allegory is 
represented in the following • ** Stop tho 
currents, the meadows have drunk suffici- 
ently;” that is, let your musio cease, our 
ears have been sufficiently delighted. 

Allegro, al-laygro (Italian, leggiere, to 
bo merry). In music, a word denoting a 
brisk movement ; a sprightly part or strain. 
There aro two other degrees of the same : 
allegrissimo, very livelyj eUlegretto, or poco 
allegro, a little lively. The word •piU, more, 
is sometimes prefixed to strengthen 
meaning. 

Alleluiah, al*le-loo*ya2i <Hebrew,a^^oo- 
eeay, praise to Jah, or lah). Praise Jeho- 
vah ; a word used to denote pious joy 
and exultation, ohiefiy in hymns and 
anthema. 
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AUigatiozi, alle-gayshun (Latin, cwl, 
to ; ligo^ to tie together). A rule in arith* 
metic'to find the value of coni^)otmds, oon- 
of ingredients of different values. 

AUiteratioili al Htty-ravshun (Latin, 
ocf, to ; llt&'a, a letter). The repetition 
of the same letter at the beginning of two 
or more words immediately succeeding 
each other, or at short intervals, as in the 
two following lines, applied to Cardinsd 
Wolsey ; — 

“Begot by butchers, but by bishops bred, 

How high his honour holds his haughty head!*' 

Allocation, allo-kayshun (Latin, ady 
to ; locoy I place). The act of putting one 
thing to another ; the admission of an article 
in reckoning, and addition of it to tho 
account. In law, an allowance mode on an 
account in the Exchequer. 

Allodium, allo-deum (Celtic, ally all : 
odJiy property). Freehold estate ; land 
which is the absolute property of^ tho 
owner ; real estate held in absolute inde- 
pendence, without being subject to any 
rent, service, or acknowledgment to a 
superior. It is thus opposed to feudal. 

Allonge, al-lunj (French, allongevy to 
throat). A pass with a sword; a thrust 
made by stepping forward and extending 
the arm ; a term used in fencing, often 
contracted into lunge. 

AUons, al-long (French, allonsy let us 
go). A word used to express “ let us pro- 
ceed,” ** let us on with our story,” &c. 

Allopathy, allop-athy (Greek, alloSy 
other; paihosy disorder). The method of 
medical practice in which it is attempted 
to cure aiseaso by the production of a con- 
dition of the sjrstem either different from, 
opposite to, or incompatible with, the con- 
dition osseHed in the disease to bo cured. 

Alloy, al-loy (Latin, ady to ; ligOy to 
bind). A baser metal mixed with a finer ; 
the mixture of different metals ; also, evil 
mixed with good, misery with pleasure, &;c. 

Allusion, al-lewzhun (Latin, ad, up^; 
IvdOy to play). A reference to something 
not explicitly mentioned; in composition, 
a figure by which some word or phrase in 
a sentence calls to mind, as if accidentally, 
another similar or analogous subject, as 
** these words were the only ‘ open sesame* 
to their feelings and sympathies.’* Here- 
the words ** op&n sesamd* recall to mind 
the charm by which the robbers* dungeon 
in the Arabian tale of Ths Forty Thicpcs 
was opened. 


Alluvium, al-lew-voum (Latin, ad, to« 
wards ; luoy to wash). The insensible in* 
crease of earth on a shore, or bank of a 
river, by the force of water, as by a cur- 
rent, or by waves. 

Alma Mater, al-mah may-tur (Latin, 
almay fostering; mala, mother). Mild, 
beni^, or fostering mother. This term is 
used by students to designate the univer- 
sity in which they were educated. It is 
also applied to nature and to the earth, 
which affords us everything we enjoy. 

Alms, alimz (Saxon, ahnea). Anything 
given gratuitously to relieve tho poor, as 
money, food, or clothing. 

Aloft, a-loft. Any part of a vessel up 
in the rig^ng, or above the masts or yards ; 
particularly above the lower masts. * 

A rOutrance, ah-loo-trawns (French, 
d Voutrancey extreme, excess). This 
phrase is used to express a determination 
to maintain or defend to the utmost, 
despite all obstacles, objections, or opi- 
nions. 

Alph.ajj^al-fab (Hebrew, alooph, an ox, or 
loader). The first letter in tho Greek al- 
phpbet, answering to A, and used to denote 
first, or bogimiing, as am Alpha and 
Omega, iho first and the last.” 

Alphabet, alfah-bet (Greek, alphay a ; 
hetay D). The letters of a language ar- 
ran^d in tho customary order, and so 
called from the two leading Greek letters. 

Alpine, al-pine (Latin, AlpinuSy from 
Alps). Pertaining to tho Alps, or to any 
lofty mountain ; as Alpine plants, Alpine 
scenery. 

Aliquant, alle-kwant (Latin, aliquan- 
tutHy a little). In arithmetic, a number or 
fraction which, however repeated, is not 
equal to another number without a re- 
mainder. Thus : 7 is an aliquant part of 
22, for 8 times 7 are 21, leaving a re- 
mainder 1. 

Aliquot, alle-kwot (Latin, ali^uotus, 
sometimes). A number capable of dividing 
another number without leaving a re- 
mainder ; thus, 2, 4, 6y and 10, aiv aliquot 
parts of 20. 

Alterative, altur-ativ (Latin, alteroy te 
change). A medicine which produces a 
change in the system. A remedy which 
re-establishes the health by almost imx>er- 
oeptible degrees. 

Alter Ego, altur-eego (Latin, alter, 
another; ego, self). A duplicate; the 
counterpart or second impersonation of 
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mo’s self. Thus in the drama of Tk& Cm*- 
\lean, BrotlierSf the same actor usually per- 
'ornls both characters, that is to say, his 
>wn and the alter ego. 

Alternate, al<tumat (Latin, all&nvatmy 
^nged by turns). Being by turns, one 
oUowing the other in succession of time or 
>laoe. 

Alternative, al-tum-ativ. That which 
nay be chosen or omitted ; a choice of two 
.hings, so that if one is taken or adoj)t6d, 
he other must be left or relinquished, 
['hus, if a person bo asked to speak the 
nitdi, or to keep silence, he is expected to 
►bey one of the two injunctions, which 
nay bo called alternatives. 

Alto, al-toe (Italian, from Latin, aliuiy 
ligh). In music, a term applied to that 
ijut of the great vocal scale which lies 
•etween the soprano and the tenor, and 
rhich is assigned to the highest natural 
dult male voice. 

Alto Itelievo, alto-releavo (Italian, 
liOy high ; relievo, relief). In sculpture, 
!io projocUon of a figure to the extent of 
ne-nalf or more, without being entirely 
etachod. 

Alumnus, a-lumnus (Latin, ah, to 
ourish). A pupil ; one educated at a 
sminary or university is called an alum- 
us of that institution. 

A. M. An abbreviation of ante meri- 
ian, before noon. 

A. "NL stand for artium maglster, mas- 
it of arts, the second degree given by 
nivorsities and colleges. 

A. M. stand also for anno in 

10 year of the world. 

Amalgam, a-malgam (Greek, ania, 
(gethor; and gamio, to wed). A cora- 
nind of quicksilver with another metal ; 
mixture of different things. 

Amanuensis, a-man-u-on-sez (Latin, 
from ; manws, hand). A person em- 
oyed to write what another dictates, 
temlly, one who is useful from his manual 
hour. 

Amaranth,' amah-ranth (Greek, a, 
•t; maraiiio, to fade). The name of a 
int, poetically supposed to bo endued 
th unfading properties, and to possess 
imortality. 

Amateur, ahmah-tur (French; from 
tin* amo, to love). A person attached to 
particular pursuit, study, or science, for 
3 mere pleasure it affords him, and with- 


out any view to gain or remuneration, as 
an amateur actor. 

Amazon, amah-zun (Greek, a, without ; 
maeos, breasts ; without breasts, figura- 
tively). A warlike or masculine woman; 
a virago. The Amazons are reputed 
by historical writers to have been a warlike 
race of women, who denied themselves the 
society of man, and by their warlike enter- 
prises to have conquered and alarmed 
surrounding nations. 

Ambassador, am-bassay-dur (French, 
amhaasadeur. Spanish, emhaxadm'), A 
person sent in a public manner from one 
sovereign power to another as its repro^ 
sentative. 

Ambidextrous, ambe-dokstruss 
(Latin, ambo, both ; dexter, right-hand). 
Displaying equal facility in the use of both 
hands ; double dealing ; piuctising on both 
sides. 

Ambiguous, ambig-ewus (Latin, am6t, 
from side to side ; ago, to act). Doubtful ; 
having more than one meaning ; equivocal ; 
uncertain. 

Ambrosia, am-brozhoa (Greek, a, not ; 
broios, mortal). The imaginary food of the 
I gods ; honoo whatever is very pleasing to 
the t^to or smell is so called. 

Ambulance, ambew’-lans (Latin, am- 
bulo, to move from place to place), A light 
camvan, furnished with surgeons* assis- 
tants and orderlies, for attending the 
wounded on the field of battle. 

Ambush, am-boosh (French, en, in; 
bois, a wood or bushes). The place of con- 
cealment where soldiers or assassins are 
placed in order to rush out upon the enemy 
unexpectedly. Lying in ambush, is hiding 
in any concealed situation with a like 
purpose. 

Ameliorate, amealy-orate (Latin, ad, 
to ; melior, better). To make better ; to 
improve. 

Amen. This word, with slight dif- 
ferences of orthography, is in all the 
dialects of the Assyrian stock. As a verb, 
it signifies to^ confirm, establish, verify ; 
to trust or give confidence. As a noun, 
truth, firmness, trust, confidence. As an 
adjective, firm, stable. In English, after 
the Oriental manner, it is used at the 
beginning, but more generally at the end 
of declarations and prayers, in the sense 
of, be iijirm, he it estcdlimed. 

Amenable, a-menay-bul (French, d, 
to ; nvener, to comluct : also, from 
dot darnner, an order to bring a persoo 
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into court). Liable to he brought to ac- 
count; roepousiblo; subject to. 

Amende Honorable, auialmd- 
hono-rahbl (French, amende fimorable). 
Formerly, in France, an infamous punish- 
ment innioted upon a traitor, parricide, or 
sacrilegious person ; now, a public acknow- 
ledgment of injury done to another. Con- 
ventionally, the term amende honorable 
signifies apology. 

Amerce, a-raurs (old French, a, to ex- 
act; mercio, goods). To puni^ with a 
pecuniary penalty; to exact a fine; to 
inflict a forfeiture. 

Americanism, a-merrikan-izum. A 
word, idiom, or some other thing peculiar 
to the American people. 

Ammonia, am-mo-ncah. A volatile 
alkali, originally obtained in Lybia, by 
burning the droppings of camels, while 
their drivers were sojourning near tiro 
temple of Jupiter Ammon. 

Amontillado Sherry, amontil-lahdo 
(Spanish, si^ii tying liko or similar to 
Montilla). This wiuo possesses a pecu- 
liarly delicate flavour, and is highly 
prized. Montiila is situated in Upper 
Andalusia, and takes its name from its 
mountainous character. 

Amoroso, am-orozo (Italian). A man 
enamoured of the fair sex. 

Amour-Propre, araoor-propr 
(French, amour, love ; propre, belonging to 
oneself). Self-love; thus an appeal is made 
to a person’s vanity, or amour-propre. 

Amphibious, am-fibbyns (Uroek, 
amphif on botli sides ; bios, life). An ani- 
mal so constitutod that it oan live either 
in or out of water. 

Amphitheatre, amfy-thcatur (Greek, 
a mphi, on both sides; thealron, theatre). 
In antiquity, a building of a circular or 
ov'al form, encompassed with rows of 
seats rising gradually one above the other, 
and capable of accommodating an immense 
number of persons. This name is some- 
times given to a circus in modern times ; 
and in gardening, to an elevated terrace 
having steps descending to a series of ter- 
races formed on the side of a rising 
ground. Natural scenery answering to 
this description is also termed amphi- 
Iheatrical, 

Amplification, amply-fe-kayshun 
(Latin, amplus, largo). The expansion of 
a subject,^ either in speaking or writing, by 
enumerating circumstances which are 
intended to excite more strongly, in the 


hearer or reader, feelings of approbation 
or of blame. 

Amputate, ampu-tate (Latin, am, 
about; puto, to cut). To out oS, as a 
limb. 

Amulet, amow-let (Latin, arnolim*, to 
repel). Something worn about the person, 
as a gem, stone, coin, paper, or other sub. 
stance, from a belief that it is capable dt 
charming away diseases. The wearing ot 
amulets was much practised in former 
times. 

Ana, an-a (Greek, ana, again). In 
medical .prescriptions, a word used to im- 
ply the like -quantity of each, as wine and 
honey, dna, 3ii. — ^that is, wino and honey, 
each two ounces. Ana is occasionally used 
as a teimination, to denote collec'^ions of 
memorable sayings of celebrated indivi- 
duals, or anecdotes of them, or extracts 
from their works, as tho well-known book 
entitled *Woh7isoniana/* relating to Dr. 
Johnson. 

Anabaptist, annah-baptiat (Greek, 
ana, again ; baptuo, to dip) . The word is ap- 
plied to a person who has been re-baptisoa; 
it is also ^ven to a Christian sect, because 
they objected to infant baptism, holding 
that none should be baptised until they 
are capable of understanding and profess- 
ing tho Christian faith, and that the cere- 
mony should be performed by immersion 
or dipping of tho whole body m water. It 
should be obsorvod that tho sect itself 
repudiates tho prefix ana, as applied to 
them, and simply term thcmselvos ilaptists. 

Anachronism, an-akron-izum (Greek, 
amt, again ; chronos, time). An error in 
computing time, by which events are mis- 
placed in regard to each other, as, for in- 
stance, speaking of tho Gunpowder Plot 
in tho reign of James IT. 

Anacreontic, anak-ro-ontic. Por- 
taluing to Anacreon, a Greek poet, who 
wrote chiefly in praise of love and wino. A 
poem written in this stylo and spirit is 
thus caliod. 

Anagram, anah-gram (Greek, ana, 
back ; gramma, a letter). A transposi- 
tion of letters, so as to form other words 
of a different meaning. Thus tho letters 
which compose tho word stone may bo 
arranged so as to form the words toms, 
notes, seton. This ingenious transposition 
has been frequently applied to the names 
of celebrated persons, as, Horatio Nkl- 
SON, Ifonor est a My honour is from 

thd Nile.” 



Analysis, a*na11^s (Greek, 
throisgh ; luo^ to wash away). The sepa- 
ration of a compound body into those 
parts of which it consists. A mode of 
Imparting instruction wliich commences 
with those objects that are most known ; 
examines their properties and relations ; 
compares them together; traces back ef- 
fects to caxises; and so advances until 
general principles and laws are arrived at. 

Analogy, an-allo-jy (Greek, <iaa, 
through ; logos, reason). A term which, 
in ordinary acceptation, denotes a partial j 
resemblance between different objects. 
By analogy is understood an agreement in 
one or more particulars in material objects 
which are otherwise unlike ; thus, the bark 
of a tree boars analogy to the skin of an 
animal, because it is related to the plant in 
the same manner as the skin is to the 
animal. 

An^^pest, anah-pest (Greek, ana, 
again ; paio, to strike). In poetry, a 
jnetrical foot, containing two short 
syllables and one long, as c8ntra.veno. 

Anarchy, anar-ky (Greek, a, without ; 
arc4l, sovereignty). Want of government; 
disorder ; political confusion, 

Anastrophe, anah-strofy (Greek, ana, 
again ; stropM^ turning). A figure in rhe- 
toric, whereby words that should have been 
placed before are placed after, as **all 
London I searched about,” for I searched 
about all London.” 

Anathema, an-athy-mah (Greek, ana, 
up ; tiifiemi, to place). This term was 
originally applied to something hung up 
in a temple as an offering ; and hence, it 
came to signify anything consecrated or 
devoted to the gods. Its enlarged mean- 
ing is an ecclesiastical curse, by which a 
person is separated from the Church, and 
m Roman Catholic countries, also from the 
privileges of society; a curse pronounced 
by a reclaimed heretic against the doc- 
trines ho formerly held and now abjures. 

Anatomy, a-natto-my (Greek, ana, up ; 
tmno, to cut). The art of dissecting the 
bod^, also the Sui of dividing intellectual 
subjects; by way of irony, applied to a 
rery thin, meagre person. 

Ancestor, an - sestur (Latin, ante, 
sefore ; cesso, to cease). One from whom 
X person is desconded ; one who has gone 
3r lived before us. 

Anchorage, ankor-adj. In maritime 
ifhiirs, a bottom suitable from its depth I 
mdtb^ nature of the ground, for casting i 


anchor upon. Anchorage also implies a 
duty charged against ships for the use ni 
'the roadstead or harbour. 

Anchorite, ank-orite (Greek, atia, 
apart ; cltxyireo, to dwell). A hermit ; a per- 
son who retires from the world and dwells 
in solitude. 

Andante, an-dahn-te (Italian, andmie). 
In music, express, distinct, exact. 
dante Largo, signifies that the notes must 
be distinct, the music slow, and the time 
accurately marked. 

Andiron, and-inm (corrupted from 
hand-iron). Iron at the end of a grate in 
which the spit turns. 

Andrea Ferrara. A name frequently 
given to a sword from a famous maker of 
sword-blades of that name. 

Anent, a-nent (derivation uncertain). 
Concerning ; having reference to. This is 
a word of common use in Scotland. 

Anemometer, anny-mommy-tur 
(Gieek, ammos, the wind; mefroa, a mea- 
sure). An instrument for measuring the 
force and velocity of the wind. 

Anglican. Pertaining to England or 
the English nation ; thus, the Anglican 
Church is derived from theadjectivo A 
the name originally given to England, by 
the Angles. 

Anglice. A word used incidentally to 
indicate the true English reading of some 
colloquial phrase or vulgar idiom ; as, “he 
was run off tho line, while travelling by 
the ‘lightning-run,’ — Anglice, iHhQ express 
train.” 

Anglo-JiTorman. Pertaining to the 
Normans whe settled in England. 

Anglo-Saxon. Pertaining to tho 
Angles, or tribe of Saxoug that settled is 
England. 

Animadversion, anny-mad-versnun 
(Latin, animus, purpose ; adverto, to turn 
to). Reproof, censure, blame, punishment. 

Animalcule, anny-mal-kewl (Latin, 
animal, a living being). A very small 
animal, visible only by the aid of tho 
microsoopo. Plural, Animalaila. 

Animus, ani-mus (Latin). The feeling 
which prompts a person in acting or speak- 
ing to another’s prejudice. 

Annealing, an-neel-ing(Saxon, anaslan, 
to heat). The art of tempering glass or 
metal, by a process of cooling slowly after 
the application of extreme heat. 





Am 


19 


Anziiliilate, anni-helate (Latts, ad, to ; 
niJtilum, nothing). To reduce to nothing ; 
to destroy utterly ; to put out of existence. 

Anniversary, anny-versary (Latin, 
annus, the year ; verto, to turn). A day as 
it returns in the course of a year ; the act 
of celebration ; a performance in honour of 
the anniversary day. 

Annunciation, annun-she-ayshun 
(Latin, ad, to ; nuncio, to tell). The name 
given to the day celebrated by certain 
churches, in memory of the angers saluta- 
tion of the Virgin Mary ; solemnised on 
the 25th of March. 

Anodyne, an-odine (Greek, a, without ; 
odyne, without pain). That which has the 
power of mitigating pain ; a medicine which 
assuages pain, either by direct application, 
or by producing sleep, or by stupefying. 

Anomaly, anom-alee (Greek, a, not; 
omalos, smootn or regular). Irre^larity ; 
contrary to common rule ; deviating from 
the ordinary method or analogy of things. 
Thus, if after sitting up all night, a person 
feel more wakeful than if he bad had a 
good night’s rest, such a circumstance 
might be called an anomaly. In grammar, 
it denotes an irregularity in the accidents 
of a word, in which it deviates from the 
3ommon rules, whereby words of a like 
xind are governed. 

Anon, a-non (derivation uncertain ; 
supposed to bo in one — instant, moment, 
minute). Quickly ; soon ; in a short time. 
Anon is also used as a contraction for 
anonymous. 

Anonymous, a-nonnymus (Greek, a, 
without ; onoma, a name). Wanting a 
name. 

Antagonist, an-tagonist (Greek, anti, 
against ; agon, contest). One who con- 
tends with another ; an opponent ; imxdy- 
ing generally e personal and pi^oul^ 
opposition. 

Antarctic, an-tarktik (Greek, ami, 
opposite; arhtos, the Boar), llelating to 
the region within the Antarctic circle ; 
opposite the Northern pole ; relating to the 
Southern pole. 

Ante, an-te. A Latin preposition signi- 
tying hefw'e, used in the composition of 
many English words. 

Antecedent, an-te-se-dent (Latin, ante, 
before; cedo, to go). Going before; pre- 
ce(hng. Conventionally, this word is used 
to imply a person’s former position, charac- 
ter, and pursuits ; which are thus spoken 
of as his aidecedents. In grammvar, ante- 


cedent is the term given to the noun to 
which the relation is subjoined, as, the 
man who is there ; man being the antece- 
dent, who the relative. 

Ante -Chamber, an-te-ohamo-bur 
(Latin, ante, before ; camera, a chamber). 
An outer chamber before the principal 
chamber, where the servants wait, and 
where strangers wait till the person to be 
spoken with is at leisure. 

Antediluvian, ante - delewv-yan 
^atin, ante, before ; diluvium, a deluge). 
Existing before the Flood ; applied ironi- 
cally to vejy old-fashioned persons, man- 
ners, or things. 

Antennae, an-tennep (Latin, antenna, 
a yard-arm). Feelers ; those delicate- 
jointed feelers or horns with which the 
heads of insects and crustaceans are inva- 
riably furnished. 

Antepenult, ante-penult (Latin, ante, 
before; penultimus, last but one). The 
lost syllable but two of a word, as the syl- 
lable te in antepenult. 

Anterior, an-teery-ur (Latin, anterior, 
going before). Before in time or place; 
X)rior ; previous. Opposed to posterior. 

Anther, an-thur (Greek, anthos, a 
flower). A small membranous organ, 
forming the top part of the stamen of a 
flower, which conteins and discharges the 
pollen, or fertilising dust, by which the seed- 
vessel is impregnated. 

Amthology, an-tholojy (Greek, anthos, 
a flower ; logos, a discourse). A treatise on 
flowers ; a collection of flowers, or of choice 
poems or tracts. 

Anthracite, an-thrasite (Greek, an- 
thrax, a burning coal), A species of slaty 
coal found in the transition-rock formation, 
and often called stone coal, glance coal- 
and hliiul coal. 

Anthropophagi, •athxo«pdfaii 

(Greek, anthrojpos, a man ; pham, to eat). 
Man - eaters ; cannibals ; feeders upon 
human flesh. 

Anti-ChrlBt, anty-kryst (Greek, antv, 
opposed to; Christos, Cnrist). A great 
adversary of Christianity, who is to appoar 
on earth towards the end of the world. 

Anti- climax, anty-klimaks (Greek, 
anti, opposed to; Jclimax, gradation). A 
sentence in which the ideas become less 
important towards the close ; a catastrophe 
in a narration or dramatic representation, 
which is of minor interest to some ini* 
portant event immediately preceding. 
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AiltiilOte. ante<doat (Greek, miit op- 
poi^ to; didomif to give). A taodlcino 
which prevents or removes the effects of 
poisons. Used fig ratively to imply some 
quality that counteracts the effects of any 
injuid^ thing. 

Antinomianism, ante • nomean > izum 
^ Greek, antif opposed to ; novxos, law). A 
doctrine hola % a certain sect, that good 
works arc not neccssa^ to sah^ation, and 
that faith alone is sufficient justification 
through the atonement of Christ, reaching 
to all offences of the believer before ana 
after repentance unto life. 

Antiphlogistic, ante -flojlstik (Greek, 
against ; pUtgo, to bum). A term 
spplied to any means or medicine by which 
infiammation is reduced, as bleeding, 
purging, and low diet. 

Antipodes, an-tippo-deez (Greek, <inti, 
opposed to ; podeSi feet). The inhabitants 
of our globe who live immediately oppo- 
site to each other, and who may therefore 
te said literally to stand f^ti toje^t. 

Antiseptic, antc-soptik (Greek, anil, 
against ; iepo, to nmify). A term applied 
to substances which prevent putrefaction 
in animal or vegetable matter, as common 
salt. 

Antistrophe, auto - strofoo (Greek, 
anti, opposed to ; strophe, turning). In an 
ode supposed to be sung in paits, the se- 
cond stanza of every tmoo, or sometimes 
every second stanza. 

Antithesis, antith-csis (Greek, anii, 
opposed to; thesis, a placing). A figure 
in which words, thoughts, or sentences am 
laced in opposition or contrast, as, ** Be- 
old, my servants shall eat, but ye sliall bo 
iungry ; behold, my servants shall drinh, 
*ut ye shall be thirsty ; behold, my servants 
iiall rejoice, but ye shall be ashamed.** 

Antitype, anto-tipe (Greek, anti, op- 
posed to ; typos, typo or pattern). A figure 
corresponding with some other figure ; that 
which is pro-figured by the tjypej thus, the 
paschal lamb was a type of which Christ 
was the antitype. 

Antonomasia, onto-nomS-zhoa 
(Greek, mti, opposed to ; ononta, a name). 
A term ai^lied to that form of expression in 
which a proper name is put for a common 
name, or a common name for a proper; 
or, when the titie, office, dignity, profes- 
sion, Bcionoe, ’or tr^e is used instead of 
the ordinary name' of a person. Thus, 
when we apply to Christ tho term '*the 
Saviour of the world,” or to Garibaldi 


^'the Liberator of Italy;** or when w« 
call a great orator " a Demosthenes,” or 
when wo say ** Her Majesty” instead of the 
Queen, in each case the expression is called 
antonomasia. 

Apathy, apah-the (Greek, a, without ; 
pathos, feming). Want of feeling; cold- 
ness ; exemption from passion. 

Apex, a-peks (Latin, o^, the summit 
of a helmet). An angular point or tip, as tho 
extreme end of a spear, or a church-spire. 

Aphelion, afe-leun (Greek, apo, from ; 
helios, the sun). That point at which the 
earth or any planet is at the greatest dis- 
tance from the sun. 

Aphorism, ofo-rizum (Greek, apo, 
from ; fioros, a boundary). A detached 
precept in few words. 

Aphthong, af-thong (Greek, a, with- 
out ; phthongos, a sound). A letter which 
is Hot sounded in tho pronunciation of a. 
word; a mute. 

Apiary, aype-ary (Latin, apis, a boo), 
A place where bees are kept. 

Aplomb, ap-lom (French). Self-com- 
mand ; assurance. It is also used to ex- 
press tho command which a dancer has 
over his steps and movements. 

Apocalypse, apokka-li^s (Greek, apoh- 
alypto, to reveal). Kevolation ; tho name 
of the last book of tho New Testament, 
ascribed to Sfc. John the Apostle. 

Apocrypha, apok-refah (Greek, apo, 
from ; hyjUo, to conceal). Tho Apocrypha 
or apocryphal books arc those writings not 
admitted into tho canon of Scripture, being 
either not acknowledged as divine or re- 
garded as spurious. The word apocryphal 
is generally applied to any thing that is 
doubtful or unauthentic. 

Apogee, appo-geo (Greek, apo, from ; 
gea or ge, the earth). That point of the 
orbit ai which the sun, moon, or any planet 
is most distant from the earth. 

Apollo Bblvidere, a-poUo belvy-deer. 
A omebrated marble statue of Apollo in 
the Belvidero gallery of the Vatican palace 
at Rome, ostoemed as one of the noblest 
and most perfect delineations of tho human 
figure. 

Apologue, appo-log (Greek, apo, from* 
logos, a discourse). A species of allegoricA 
fiction, from which a separate moaning oi 
moral lesson may be drawn. It is a kind 
of fable in which animals, voge^ble*«, 
stocks, and stones, speak and acfc as moni- 
tors to mankind. 
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ApOBtacy, a-postah-sjr (Greek, opo, 
from ; a standing). Departure from 

the principles which a person has once pro- 
fessed, generally applied in cases of reli- 
gious defection. 

A Posterior a-pos-te-re-oreo (Latin, 
a, from ; posteriori, the latter). A modo 
reasoning in which the cause is deduced 
fi om tho e^ct. See A Priori. 

Apostrophe, ap-postiwfe (Greek, cyio, 
from ; stj'opKe, a turning). A figure of 
speech by which tho orator turns from his 
subject to address a person, place, or 
thing, either absent or dead, as though ho 
or it were present; as, **0 thou Parnassus ! 
whom I now survey.” In grammar, a 
mark of contraction in a word, as lov’d for 
loved ; also tho sign of the possessive case, 
as, John’s hat. 

Apothegm, ap-othem (Greek, apo, 
from ; phihema, voice). A short, senten- 
tious, instructive remark uttered on a par- 
ticular occasion, or by a distinguished 
character; as that of Cato:— ** Men by 
doing nothing, soon learn to do mischief.” 
The word is also spelled Apophthegm, and 
Gometimes Apotliem, 

Apotheosis, apoth-eosis (Greek, apo, 
from ; Theos, God). Deification : a cere- 
mony by which tho ancient Komans used 
to compliment their omporor and groat 
men niter their death, by assigning them 
a place among tho gods. 

Appal, ap-paul (Latin, ad, to ; palleo, 
to bo palo). To make pale with fear ; to 
terrify. 

Appanage, ap-panago (derivation 
doubtful ; supposed to bo Latin, ad, for ; 
parvis, bread). An allowance to younger 
Dranchosof a sovereign family, out of the 
revenues of the country. In ordinaiy cases, 
it descends to the cluldren of tho prince 
who enjoys it. 

Apparition, appah-rishun (Latin, ad, 
to ; pareo, to appear). In a general sense 
an appearance or visible object ; honco 
applied to tho imaginary appearance of a 
ghost or spectre. 

Apparatus, appah-raytus (Latin, ap- 
parahis). Tho instruments or utensils 
necessary for carrying on any science, 
trade, or pursuit. 

Apparitor, ap-parry-tur (Latin, ad, U • ; 
pareo, to appear). In English law, a mf*s- 
songor who servos the process of a spirit* lal 
court. One who is at hand to eicecute the 
orders of the magistrate or judge of any 
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court of judicature; a beadle; a sum- 
moner. 

Appellant, ap-pellant (Latin, ad, to ; 
pe/io, to call). In law, a J)ersen who makes 
or brings an appeal ; one who appeals from 
a lower to a hi^er court or judge. 

j^pendago, ap-poudoj (Latin, ad, to ; 
pe?id!eo, to hang). Something added to 
another thiug without being necessary to 
its eicistence, as tho portico of a house; 
the seals attached to a watch. 

Appertain, apper-tain (Latin, ad, to ; 
per, by ; (e7ieo, to hold). To belong to, 
whether by nature, right, or appointment. 

Apportionment, ap-poreshun-ment 
(Latin, ad, to ; portio, a portion). A divid- 
ing into shai'os or pomons. In law, a 
dividing of rent, &c., according to the 
number and proportion of tlio persons to 
whom it is to bo distributed. 

Appoggiata, ap-podjy-aytah (Italian, 
appoggiata, a prop or support). In music, 
more particularly in song, a blended and 
not abrupt utterance of the tones, so that 
they imperceptibly glide into each other 
without any apparent break. 

Appoggiatura, ap - pod jy - ay te wrah 
(Italian, appoggiare, to lean on). In music, 
a small note used V>y way of embellish- 
ment before ono of longer duration, and 
which it borrows half and sometimes a 
quarter only of tho time of the preceding 
note. 

Apposite, appo-zit (Latin, ad, to ; post- 
turn, placed). Properly applied ; suitable ; 
well adapted to. 

Appreciation, appreeshy-ayshun 
(Latin, ad, to ; pretmm, a price). A just 
valuation ; a due estimate. 

Apprehend, ap-prehend (Iiatin, ad, 
to ; prdimdo, to take). In one sense, to 
seize, to lay hold ; os apprehending a delin- 
quent. In anot^r sonso, to understand 
or lay hold of one’s meaning ; also to enter- 
tain suspicion of future evil ; to think 
with terror on impending danger. 

Appropinquatioh, appro-pin kwii- 
shun (Latin, ad, to ; proxinius, near). Tlio 
act or power of approaching. 

Appropriation, ap-proproe-ayshun 
(Latm, ad, to ; proprius, one’s own). T^o 
act of setting apart for a purpose; the 
laying claim to anything for a person’s own 
use. 

I Approver, ap-proovur (Latin, ad, to ; 
i proho, to prove). One who approves, in 
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Jaw, a voraon who, in confessing he has com- 
mitted a felony, accuses his accomplice or 
accomplices; and he is so called because he 
must^'or^ what he alleged 

Approximate, ap-proksy-mate (Latin, 
ad, to; proximo, near). Near to; to 
cause to approach ; as in botany, a leaf is 
said to be approximate when it is close to 
the stem. 

Appui, ap-pooeo (French, appui, sup- 
port). In horsemanship, the sense of the 
action of the bridle in the hands of the 
rider. In militaiy science, any particular 
given point or body upon W’hich troops are 
formed, or by which they aro marched in 
iine or column. See Point d’AppuL 

A Priori, a-pre-oree (Latin, «, from; 
priori, the former). A term used in logic, 
as applying to any argument in which a 
foot that follows is drawn from a fact that 
has gone before. See A Posteriori. 

Apropos, ap-ro-po (French, d, to; 
propos, tne purpose). Opportunely; sea- 
sonably ; in reference to ; with regard to. 

Apsis, ap-sis (Greok, apsis, arch). The 
name of those two points in a planet’s orbit 
at the greatest and least distance from a 
central body. Plural, apsides, or apses. 

Aptera, ap-terah (Greek, a, wdtbout; 
piet'on, wing). An order of insects having 
no wings, as the bug, flea, &c. 

Aqua, ak-kwah. The Latin word for 
water: a term much used in medical pro- 
scriptions and directions. 

Aqua fortis, ak-kwah for-tis (Latin, 
a^ua, water; fortis, strong). An impure 
nitric acid commonly used m iho arts. It 
is made of a mixture of puritied nitre, or 
saltpetre, and potter’s oaHh, in equal pai-ts, 
and is divided into double and single, the 
latter of which is only half the strength 
of the former. 

Aquarium, ak-kwary-um (Latin, aqiia, 
water). A receptacle for aquatic plants 
and animals ; a pond in a garden for rear- 
ing aquatic plants. 

Aqua Begia, ak-kwah re-joah (Latin, 
tupM, water; regia, royal). The name 
given by the alchemists to that mixture of 
nitric and muriatic acids which was best 
fitted to dissolve gold, styled by them the 
king of the metals. It is now called nitro- 
muriatio acid, or nitro-hydrochloric acid. 

Aqua Tinte^ ide-kwah tin-tab (Latin, 
aqua, water; HiUa, tint). A mode of 
etching wluch imitates drawings in ludia- 
Ink, bistre, andaepia, very successfully. 


Aqua Toftoia, ak-kwah tof-fShneidi 
(Latin, a>qua, water ; Tofania, of Tofuna). 
A poisonous liquid prepared by a woman m 
tho name of Tofana or Tofania. It is 
generally supposed to *havo been a piH?pa* 
ration of arsenic ; its appearance was tl'.at 
of purest water, and from four to six di ops 
were sufficient to cause death. Trlana 
distributed this poison to women whr. were 
desirous of getting rid of their hus'.ands; 
and when put to the rack, previor » to her 
execution, she confessed that she nad de- 
stroyed upwards of six hundred porsons 
'ivith this poisonous preparation. 

Aqua Vit 80 , ak-kwah vi-te (Latin, 
aqua, water ; vitije, of life). A name fa- 
miliarly aimliod to distilled spirits, espe- 
cially brandy. See Eau de Vie. 

Aqueduct, ak-kwe-dukt (Latin, a^ua, 
water; ductus, a conduit). A structure 
made for conveying water from one place 
to another, either under ground or abovq 
it. A structure continuing the lino of a 
canal across a river, road, or valley, is also 
called an aqueduct, and sometimes an aque^ 
duct hrulge. 

Aquiline, akkwe lin, or akkwe-line 
(Latin, agnila, an eagle). An epithet ap- 
plied to that form of nose which is hooked 
after the manner of an eaglds beak. 

Arabesque, era-bosk (French, A7'a- 
hesqne, after tho manner of the Arabs). 
This term is commonly applied to* that 
class of ornaments with which the Arabs 
adorned the walls, ceilings, and floors of 
thoir buildings, and which consisted of 
fruits, ilowers, mathematical figures — ^in 
&boH, cvcrj'tliing except the forms of 
human beintrs and animals, which were in- 
terdicted by tJie Frophet. 

Arabic Figures or Characters. 
Tho numeral cJiaractors now used in our 
arithmetic, which wore bon*owed from tho 
Arabians, and introduced into England 
about the eleventh century. 

Arable, ara-bul (Latin, aro, to plough). 
That part cf tho soil which is chiefly cul- 
tivated by means cf tho plough : land fit 
for tillage. 

Arbitration, arby-trayshun (Latin, ar- 
biter, a judge ; probably from ara, an altar, 
and iter, a going to ; b, being inserted). 
The hearing and determining between 
parties in controversy, by arbiters either 
chosen by the parties or ai>pointed by the 
judge or magistrate. 

Ar b or e c ultur e, arbory-kulchur 
(Latin, arbor, a tree; colo, to cultivate). 
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Ine art of oiiltivatis^ treef and shrubs for 
wood or ornamental puiposes. 

Arcades Ambo, arkad-oes m-bo 
(Latin, arcades amho). Literally, Aroadians 
both. Used ironically, when speaking' of 
two persons, to imply that they are both 
strange characters, eccenttnc \msom.gcs, or 
any other derogatory epithet. 

Arcadian, ar-kaydy-an. Belonging to 
Arcadia, a mountainous district in Greece. 
They were a pastoral people, and are said 
to have been brought from their original 
savage condition by the cultivation of 
music. By poetical association, a thickly- 
wooded place, visited by birds, &c., is 
called an Arcadian grave. 

Arcanum, ar-kaynum (Latin, area, a 
chest). Literally, something concealed in 
a chest, hence a secret, a mystery. Arcana 
is the plural form. 

Arcll, artsh (Greek, archos, beginning). 
Ghief; principal; commonly used as a 
syllabic prefix to words, to denote the 
highest degree of the kind, whether good 
or bad, as archbishop, the head of the 
bishops ; arch-impostor, an impostor of 
the very worst description. 

Arcbmology, arkay-ollojee (Greek, ar- 
ehaios, ancient ; logos, a discourse). In a 
general sense, a term applied to the know- 
ledge of antiquity, but, in a narrower sense, 
the science which inquires into and dis- 
covers the mental life of ancient nations 
from their monuments and performances, 
whether literary, artisticaJ, or mechanical. 

Arclies Court. An ecclesiastical 
court of appeal belonging to the arch- 
bishop of each province, the judge of 
which is called the Dea?i of Arches. The 
court takes its name from the church of 
St. '^e^-le-Bow {de arcidtus), the top of 
which is raised of stone pillara built arch- 
wise, and where this court was originally 
held. 

Archetype, arky-type (Greek, archos, 
the earliest; iupos, a type). The original 
of which any resemblance is made. In 
the Mint, the standard weight by which 
the others are adjusted. 

Archimedian Screw, arky- 
meadyan-skroo. A machine for raising 
water, taking its name from Archimedes, 
its reputed inventor. It consists of a tube 
rolled in a spiral form round a cylinder, a 
modification of which has been introduced 
as a substitute for paddles in propelling 
steam-yesBels. 
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Archipelago, orky-pelago (Greek, 
archos, chief , pemgos, the sea). A term 
applied to any portion of the sea abc unding 
in small islands, but more especially to 
the iEgean Sea, or that part of tho Medi* 
terranean between the coast of Asia Minor 
and Greece. 

Archives, ar-kivz (Greek, archeion, a 
public building). The place where records 
or ancient writings are kept. 

Arctic, ark-tik (Greek, arHos, the 
Northern constellation, the Bear). North- 
ern ; belonging to tho Arctic regions. 

Area, a-reah (Latin, area, a threshing 
floor). Any open space, as the floor of 
room ; the open part of a dhurch ; tho 
vacant part or stage of an amphitheatre ; an 
inclosed place, as lists, or a bowling green. 

Ar^entin^ arjon-tine (Latin, argen- 
tum, silver). Sounaing like silver ; having 
the appearance of silver. 

Arena, a-reena (Latin, arena, sandj. 
The space or ground-floor of an amphi- 
theatre or circus, on which combats or feats 
of horsemanship are enacted ; so named 
from tho floors of the Homan amphitheatre 
having boon strewed with sand. 

Areometer, ayre-ommy-tur (Greek, 
araios, thin ; metron, measure). A graduated 
glass instrument for measuring the gravity 
or density of fluids. 

Argand Ijamp. A lamp fitted with 
a hollow wick, for furnishing a rapid supply 
of air to tho interior as well as to the ex- 
terior of tho flame. It takes its name from 
its inventor, who was a native of Franco. 

Argonautic, argo-nawtik (Latin, argo, 
tho fehii> ; nauta, a sailor). Relating to the 
expedition made in the ship Argo, by 
Jason and his companions, in quest of tho 
Golden Fleece. 

Argumentum baculinum, argu- 
mentum bak-ullnum (Latin). The argu- 
ment of the stick; club law; physical 
force. 

Arianism, arean-izum. The doctrines 
taught by Arius, a presbyter in the Church 
of Alexandria in the fourth century. 

Aristareby, arria-tarky (Greek, aristas, 
greatest; arche, government). A govern- 
ment composed of good men ; a system of 
stem criticism. 

Aristocracy, arris-tokkrah-se (Greek, 
aristas, the noblest or best; krateo, to 
govern). That form of government in 
which ^e supreme power is vested in the 
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nobility; the nobility; the richegt and 
moatravated portion of society. 

Armillaiy Sphere, ar-milaiy-sfoor 
(Latin, amtWa, a bracelet). A hollow 
sphere ropresonting the several circles of 
w globe ; it is so contracted that all the 
surface of the sphere is cut away except 
the equator, ecliptic, coluros, &o. 

Armixiianism, ar-zulnean-izum. The 
doctrines taught by Arminius, a native of 
Holland ; bom in 1560, died in 1609. 

Arazlistioe, ar-mis-tis (Latin, ama, 
arms ; rififcre, to stay). A temporary ces- 
sation of hostilities ; a truce. 

Aroma, a-romah (Greek, aimia). The 
odoriferous principle of aromatic plants, or 
such as have a warm and agreealue odour, 
os the cardamom. 

Arraok. ar-rak. Tho native name of a 
spirituous liquor prepared in India from 
rice, the juice of the 8up;ar-cano, and of 
tho cocoa-nut, by distillation. 

Arraign, ar-rain (Old French, arratgner; 
low Latin, arrainare). To indict ; to 
bring a prisoner forth to trial ; to accuse ; 
to oharjp^e with a fault in general. Arraignr 
ment of a w'Uonerf consists in readinjg wo 
indictment, and asking the prisoner 
whether he pleads guilty or not guilty. 

Arrant, ar-rant (derivation uncertain, 
supposed to be Latin, en’o, to wander). 
Bad in an extreme degree, applied generally 
to persons ; as, an arrant knave, sigmfying 
a rambling ro^e or vagabond. 

Arras, ar-ras (from Arras, a town in 
France, where hangings were made). Ta- 
pestiy, hangings adorned with pictoriid 
representations. 

Arr^ate, arrow-gait (Latin, rogo, to 
ask). , TO claim unduly ; to assume. 

Arsenal, arsen-al (Latin, ar.r, citadel ; 
navalis, maritime). A Government cstab- 
nshment, in which naval and military 
engines, or warlike equipments, are manu- 
factured and stored. 

Ar2 eat celare artem, ars est see- | 
laixw a^m. The art is to conceal art. - 
In allusion to the difficulty of making art 
appear natural. 

Arson, ar-sun (Latin, ardeo, to bum). 
In laWjt the act of setting hre to a house or 
other property ; more especially applied to a 
person wimdty setting fire to ms own houso 
and property, with a view of obtaining com- 
pensation from an Insurance Company, 


Artesian Well,ar-teezhyan well(L*om 
Artois, the ancient Artesium of Franco). 
A kind of woli made by perforating tho 
gi’ound with a small bore till water is 
reached ; which, when this is effected, will, 
in consequence of internal pressure, spring 
up spontaneously like a foxmtain. 

Articles of Paithi. Tho particular 
points of doctrine which form the creed of 
certain churches, embodied by the Episco- 
pal Church of England in what are termcil 
the Thirty-nine Articles,” composed 
originally by Cranmer, with the assistance 
I of Ridley and others, 

Articnlo mortis (in), ar-tikulo mor- 
tis (Latin). At the point of death. 

Artisti, ort-ist (Latin, ars, art). One 
who exorcises tho fine arts, meaning there- 
by tho plastic arts especially. In a general 
sense the term is used for tho musician, 
and even tho poet, but it is properly limited 
to tho sculptor, painter, and arcHtect. 
The French word artiste is applied to 
theatrical porformors, and in the same 
general sense as our own word. 

Arundel Marbles. Certain tables 
containing the chronology of ancient his- 
tory, particularly of Athens. They wore 
purchased by Thomas, Lord Arundel, and 
presented to the University of Oxford by 
nis grandson in 162^. 

Asbestos, as-bestuB (Greek, a, not; 
sbeo, to extinguish). A mineral of which 
there are several varieties, all marked by 
their fibrous and flexible qualities. From 
one of these varieties, a cloth is produced 
capable of resisting the action of ordinaiy 
heat. 

Ascendant, as-sendant (Latin, ad, to ; 
scando, climb up). Height ; elevation ; 
Bumirtority. In astrology, that part of the 
ecuptio at any particular time abovo the 
honson, whicn Is supposed by astrologers 
to have any great influence ou any person 
bom at the time. Thus, at such times as 
fortunes of any one are brightening, 
it is said that his star is in the ascendant. 

Ascetic, as-setik (Greek, asho, to dis- 
cipline). Employed wholly in exerciseB of 
devotion and mortification. On© who re- 
tires from active life for tho purposes of 
devotion and self-discij>Iine ; a recluse : a 
hermit. 

Ashlar, ash-lar. Free stones as they 
are brought from the quarry. The faring 
of squared stones on tho front of a 
building. 
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Asparagus, as-parrah-gfus (Greek, 
tparasso, to tear). An esculent plant with 
soalo'liko loaves. 

Asperity, as-perity (T-rfitin, aspet^ 
rough). ItoTighnossj harshness of speech 
or memner. 

Asperse, as-purse (Latin, ad, to; 
$parffo, to sprinkle). Literally, to sprinkle 
or stain with spots. In a moral sense, to 
fix a stain upon a person’s character. 

Asphalt, as -fait (Greek, a, not; 
sphallOf to stumble), A kind of bitumen 
used for cementing and giving firmness to 
stone, brick- work, &c. It is found in a soft 
or liquid state on the surface of the Dead 
Soa, which from this circumstance is called 
Asphaltites, or the Asj^haltic Lahe. 

Aspli3nda, as-fikseah (Greek, a, with- 
out ; sphyxiSi pulse). The state of body 
in which tho pulao is so low as not to bo 
felt; but more usually applied in medical 
language to that condition in which vitality 
is suspended, not from actual death, but 
from some cause interrupting respiration, 
as, for instance, when a person is partially 
langed or drowned. 

Aspiration, aspoc-rayshun (Latin, 
aspirOf to breathe upon). A breathing 
aifter ; an ardent wish or desiro ; Iho act of 
pronouncing with full breath, as the as2n- 
ration of the letter H. 

Assafoetida, assah-fetty-dah (Latin, 
nsa, a gum ; foctida, filthiness). A footidgum 
obtained from the Persian plsiiit, Fei^rula 
€LSsafostida. It is chiefly employed in medi- 
cine as a remedy for spasmodic affections. 

Assassin, as-sassin (Arabic, hassj to 
kill, to surprise). Amui’dercr ; one who kills 
by treachery or sudden violence. The 
assa.ssins wore a clan or tribe of Ish- 
maelitos who took possession of tho moun- 
tains of Lebanon, and became notorious 
♦or their lawless and murderous deeds. 

Assault and battei^r (French, 
assautf hattre). In law, a malicious act, by 
which not only violence has been offered, 
but actual injury done to another. With 
regard to battery, it is always an assault ; 
but an assault does not always imply bat- 
tery, as it may bo made without beating. 

Assay, as-say (French, mayei^, to try). 
A mode of trying ipctals or soparatii^g 
them from all foreign bodies ; thus gold 
and silver are assayed by the refiner, to 
obtain them in their purest state. 

Assets, as-setz (Latin, ad, to; satis, 
l^aflBcieiit). Goods loft by a testator, suffi- 


cient to pay his debts and legacies. The 
available property of a banl^pt; gene- 
rally, the possessions of a person which 
are capable of being converted into cash. 

Assignee, asse-ne (Latin, ad, to ; signo, 
set a sign upon). The person who is ap- 
pointed or deputed by another to do any 
act, or perform any business, or enjoy any 
commodity. Assignees in handcrnptcy are 
persons appointed to realise a banknipt’s 
effects, ana to superintend generally the 
administration of his estate. 

Assize, as-sizo (Latin, ad,ix>i sedm, to 
sit). A sitting or assembly of magis- 
^atos; a parochial session held by the 
judges of the superior courts in the coun- 
ties of England, for the purpose of trying 
criminals, and detormining civil suits. 

ASBUa8^,as-swajo (Latin, ad, to ; suavis, 
sweet). To mitigate sorrow; to render 
bodily or mental sufferings loss painful 
and bitter. 

Assumpsit, as-sumsit {liaim,asswnipsi(, 
literally— he undertook). In law, a volun- 
tary promise, by which a person assumes 
or taKCs upon himself to perform for or 
pay anything to another. 

Asterisk, asto-isk (Greek, aster, a 
star). A mark like a star (*), made in 
books by way of roforonco to a note. 

Astringent, as-triniont (Latin, ad, to ; 
siringo, to bind). Binding; contracting; 
opposed to laxative ; applied also to such 
substances as alum, which have a tendency 
to contract tho mouth. 

Astrology, as-trollo-jy (Greek, 
a star ; logos, a discourse). An art which 
protends to predict the course of human 
events from the situation and different 
aspects of the heavenly bodies. 

Astronomy, as-tronno-my (Greek, 
asi^, a star ; nomos, a law). Tno science 
which treats of tho sun, moon, earth, 
and other planetary bodies, showing their 
magnitudes, order, distances from each 
other ; measuring and marking their 
risings, settings, motions, appearances, to- 
gether with eclipses and other phenomena. 

Astute. As-tewtu(Gr 0 ek, astu, & city). 
A mixture of penetration and cunning; 
shrewd; discerning; sharp-eyed. The de- 
rivation of the word is from the oiroum- 
stance of people living in cities bdng 
usually shaker than rustics. 

Asylum, a-sylum (Greek, a, not ; sgUo, 
to pulage). Anciently a sanctuary; a 
place of refuge for crizninals. In its mo- 
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dern signification; a house for the support 
•of the destitute; the bereaved; and the | 
afAioted. 

A-Taimt. A term used by seamen to 
miply that a vessol is f u lly rigged. 

Atelier, atel-yea (French, Atelier^ a 
workshop, a studio). A term applied espe* 
dally to the ante-rooms of sculptors and 
painters. 

A Tempo, ah-tcmpo ^Italian, a 
in time). A phrase used in music, to sig- 
nify a return to the ro^ar measure, after 
it has been intorruptod. 

Athanasian Creed, atha-nazhian 
kreod. A formula of faith ascribed to 
idt. Athanasius, occasionally road in the 
Liturgy of the Church of England. 

Atheist, aythe-ist (Greek, a, without ; 
TheoSf God). One who denies or disbe- 
Uoves the existence of a Supreme Being. 

Athenaauixu athy-neeum (Greek, 
one of tne names of Minerva). In 
ancient Athens, a place where philoso- 
phers and poets declaimed and repeated 
their compositions. In modem times, an 
institution devoted to literature, and tho 
arts and sciences. 

Athletic, ath-lettik (Greek, athlos, la- 
bour). Strong of body; robust; belong- 
ing to exercises of strength, as wrestling, 
&o. The Athletce of ancient times were 
men of strength and agility, who distin- 
guished themselves by contending for the 
prizes at the Olympic, Pythian, and other 
games of Greece ana Borne. 

Athwart Ships. In seaman's lan- 
guage, across the ship. The reverse of 
fore and aft. Athwart the forefoot^ is a 
phrase applied to a shot being Ared across 
a vessers way, a little a-head of her, as a 
warning to bring to or to drop astern. 
AthwaH hawse, expresses the transverse 
position of a vessel when driven across the 
lore-^art of another, whether they come into 
ooUiuon or not ; it is most commonly applied 
to the case of a vessel under sau coming 
aoroy wother which is lying at anchor. 

AUlbltean, atlan-tSan. Pertaining to 
or resembling Atlas, who is usually re- 
presented as bearing the world on his 
shoulders. 

Atlas, at-las. A collection of maps, 
probably so called from having originally, 
on the title-page or cover, a remsentation 
of Atlas supporting the worn. It also 
means a square folio paper, such as 
maps are d^neated upon. 


Atmosphere, atmos-foer (Greek, 
atmos, vapour; sjihaira, a sphere). Tho 
volume of air which surrounds the earth. 
An atmosphere os a medium of pressure is 
fifteen pounds to a square inch. This word 
is used figuratively, to imply pervading 
influence, os an atniosjjhffi'e of kindness, 
an atmosphere of brutality. 

Atomic Theory, a-tomik the-oreo 
(Greek, a, not ; temno, to cut). A theory 
which supposes tho basis of all bodies to 
consist of extremely fine particles, differ- 
ing in form and nature, and dispersed 
throughout space. 

Atrabilious, atrah-bilyus (Latin, atra, 
dark; biliSy bile). A state of melancholy 
induced by a disordered condition of tho 
bile. A person of an habitually despond- 
ing disposition is termed atrahilious. 

Atrophy, at-ro-feo (Greek, a, not; 
trephoy to nourish). A wasting of the body 
or any particular part of it, in consequence 
of defective nutrition. 

Attache, at-tahshay. A person con- 
nected with an embassy : one of tho higher 
class of subordinates belonging to an am- 
bassador. 

Attainder, at-tainder (Latin, ady to , 
tinctumy stained). In law, tho stain cr 
corruption of the blood of a criminal who 
has been convicted of felony or treason, 
and condemned to death ; taint ; stain ; dis- 
grace. A statute attainting a person is 
called an act of attainder. 

Attar of Boses. A highly fragrant 
oil obtained in India, from the petals of 
the rose. After they have been immersed 
in water and distillea, there appears a yel- 
lowish scum, which, when cold, concretes 
into a white mass. So intense is the odour 
of attar of rose?, . lat the smallest particle 
on the point of a neodlo will scent a room 
during a whole day. One hundred pounds* 
weight of rose loaves are required to pro- 
duce three drachms of attar, under the 
most favourable circumstances. 

Attenuation, at-tennu-ayshun (I<atin, 
ad, to ; tennis, to make thin). The act of 
1 making anjrthing thin or slender; the 
state of being made thin or less. The pro- 
I cess by which a fluid becomes of less spe- 
I ciflo gravity, as when it undergoes &r- 
! mentation, and parts with carbonic acid. 

Attic Salt. Figuratively, a delicate 
poignant kind of wit, pecuhar to tbe old 
I Athenians of Attica, in Greece; perform- 
1 anoes having a delicate; pure; and dai- 
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Bwal property, aj?e said to possess an aUU 
fiavom', or to be seasoned with aUic salt 

Attorney. at‘tumy (Latin, od, to; 
<or»o, to turn). One who is appoint^ by 
anotW to do a thing in his absence. An 
tiMor,uy-at-1aw is a person who prepares 
cases for trial in court. A poim’ of attorney 
is a letter or document by which a person 
authorises another to act in his stead. 

Attraction, at-trakshun (Latin, ad. 
to; tratw, to draw to). In a general 
sense, the power or principle by which 
bodies tend towards each other, hence the 
figurative use of the word, to imply the 
capability of a person to attract the atten- 
tion and regard of others. 

Attribute, attre-bewt (Latin, ad, to ; 
iributumf to give to, as duo). The quality 
which is assigned to any object ; thus, wo 
say, goodness and mercy are attrihutei of 
the .Mmighty. 

Attrition, at-trishun (Latin, od, to; 
attritum, worn by rubbing). The act of 
wearing away the surface of things by 
rubbing one against the other ; excoriation 
ot the surface, arising from friction or con- 
tusion of the parts ; sorrow for sin, arising 
solely from selfish motives or dread of 
punishment ; the lowest degree of repent- 
ance. 

A. XT. C., for anno nrhe condiiaf from 
the building of the city of Rome. 

Au Contraire, oa-kontrair (French). 
On the contrary ; on the other hand. 


Au Courant, oa-koorong (French). 
Aware of ; acquainted with ; familiar with. 


Audi Alteram Partem, awdi 
altoram partem (Latin). Hear the other 
side of the question ; hear what the other 
disputant has to advance. 

Au Fait, oa-fay (French). Best manner 
of doing ; a complete and perfect acquaint- 
ance with any a^. 

Augean, aw-jean. Belonging toAu- 
geas or his stables, the cleaning of which 
formed one of the labours of Hercides: 
hence anything extremely filthy is termea 
Auyean. 


^ Augur, aw-gup (Iiatin, augur, to con- 
jecture bv signs). Augfur was the name 
given by the Eomans to a person appointed 
to foretell future events by the chattering, 
flight, and feeding of birds. Thus the 
word may be traced to avu, a bird, and 
garrUuSp chattering. 

August, aw-gust (Latin, Augustus), 
W© saoio of the eighth month of our 


year, so called from Augustus Ceesar, tliS 
Roman emperor, and to whose honour the 
month was dedicated, on account of the 
triumphs he achieved at that particular 
time. It was previously called Sextilis, or 
the sixth from March. The word august, 
in a general sense, means something ma- 
jestic or venerable, and is derived freaxt the 
verb augeo^ to increase. 

Aularian, aw-larean (Latin, aulom a 
hall). The member of a hall, and so caUed 
at the universities by way of distinction 
from collegians. 

Au Naturel, own-atoorel (French), 
In its natuml state. 

Au Heste, o rest (French, au^ to ; rest% 
remainder). In addition to this ; besides ^ 
moreover. 

Au Revoir, awr-vooaur (French, ««, 
to ; revoiry see again). An expression sig- 
nifying “ Farewml, imtil we meet again ! 

Auricular Confession, aw-r‘:ular 
con - fesshun (Latin, ay,i'is, the oar). 
Confession of sins to a prie^ in jprivatq 
by whisj^ering, as it were, into ms ear, 
distinguished from public confession. 

Auri sacra fames, awri sakra faimeez 
(Latin). The accursed thirst for gold. 

Aurora Borealis, aw-rora bory-aylis 
(liatin, aurea, golden ; /tora, Ijour ; horeas^ 
the northward). Literally, the northelfli 
dawn. An extraordinary meteor or lunu^* 
nous appearance, frequently visible in the 
night time in the northern parts of the 
heavens. 

AuBCultation, awskul-tayshun (Laffrfp, 
auris, the ear ; cultum, cultivation), a 
term applied to several methods of detect- 
ing the nature and seat of disease by the 
sense of hearing, that is, listening to the 
sounds produced in the lungs byrespira- 
tion, voice, cough, action of the heart, &o» 
See Btethescope. 

Auspices, awspy-siz (Latin, ams, a 
bird; specio^ to see), laterally, omens 
drawn from observing birds ; deiived from 
the observations t£^on by the Roman 
augurs from the flight, &c., of birds. In 
common parlance the word signifies pat- 
ronage or protection. 

Auspiciou^^ aw-spishus (derivation 
same as precemng). Having omens of 
success or happy results. 

Aut Csssar aut nuUus, awt-soezar 
awt-nuUus (Latin). Either Ceesar or no- 
body. Used by a person to imply that ho 
will either be the highest in his watii or 
nobodv. 
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Autobiography, a^-beografy 

itreek, mto, one’s self ; Tnos, life ; majpko, 

I write). A memoir or histoxy of a per- 
m written by himself. 

Autoorat» awto-krat (Greek, auto, 
le’s sdf; krcLS, the head). A sovereign 
assessed of absolute power ; the Emperor 
! Bussia ^s termed an autocrat. 

Auto da Fe, awto-dah-fay (Spanish, 
trfo. act ; of ; fi, faith). The act of 
omshlnff a heretic by burning, formerly 
ceroised among Spaniards; mso a sen- 
mce given by the Inquisition, and read to 
m^nminal on the scaffold, just before he 
1 executed. 

Autograph, awto-gr^ (Greek, auto, 
ae’s selT; grapho, to write). A i^rson’s 
sm handwriting ; an original manuscript, 
letter written by a sovereign’s own hand 
i called an autograph letter, by way of 
istinguhhing it from more formal com- 
lunications. 

AutomatOJi, aw-lomma-ton (Greek, 
ato. one’s self; mao, to move). Any 
lechonical contrivance which, by means 
f concealed machinery, can cony on for 
ome time certain movements more or loss 
ssembling animal exertion, as the auiomor 
m duck, the auto7naton chm-plager, &c. 

Autopsy, aw-topsy (Greek, auto, one’s 
;>lf ; ops, the eyel. Ocular demonstration ; 
roof from actual obsorvation. 

Autuiiixi, aw-tum (Latin, atigeo, to in- 
rcose). The decline of the year. Autumn 
i so named because, at that season, the 
L*aits of the year are augmented* 

Auxiliary, aug-zilyaree (Latin, aux- 
Hum, help). A helper; an assistant; 
elping; assisting. The verb to be ia fxa 
uxiliary, because it helps to conjugate 
ther verbs. 

Avalanche, nvah-lansh (French, ava- 
*r, to swallow). An immense accumula- 
ion of snow, which, on becoming detached 
rom anv mountainous height, is precipi- 
atod with violence, and often overwhelm- 
ag forests, villages, Ac., in its course. 

Avant Courier, avang oooriay 
Fronoh avarUf before: courier, messen- 
er). One dispatched before the rest to 
Ctify ‘Uieir approach. The word is used 
guratively, to express anything said 
lone, to prepare the way for tmt is to 
oUow, 

Avaat^a-Tshsi Aiaaiam^signjUfyixig 
kold 1 stop i enoofi^ I 


Avatar, a-vahtar (Sanscrit, avatara)**^ 
An incarnation of the Deity among the 
Hindoos. 

Avaunt, a-vawnt (Latin, ab, from; 
ante, before). An exclamation signifying 
begone ; get hence ; a word of abhorrence, 
by which any one is driven away. 

Ave Mary, aveo-mairy (Latin^ ave, 
all hail). Among Catholics, the beginning 
of a prayer addressed to the Holy Virgin 
Mary, whence the whole prayer takes its 
name. Tho term A ve Mary, or Ave Maria, 
is also given to tho little balls in rosaries, 
each of which denotes a prayer called Ave 
Maria, while tho larger balls denote a 
pater-noster, 

Averuncate, aver-mngkato (Latin, 
averrunco, to dress or weed). In arbore- 
culture, to root up or tear up by the roots. 

Avia^, avee-arco (Latin, amt, a bird). 
A place in which birds are kept, ' 

Avidity, a-vidity (Latin, avidut, 
greedy). An intense desire ; eagerness to 
obtain. 

Avoirdupois, avur-dewpoiz (French, 
avoir, to have ; du, of ; poids, weight). A 
weight for ordinary commodities, in which 
a pound contains 16 ounces or 7,000 troy 
grains. 

AweatHer, a-wothur. A sea term, de. 
noting the weather-side ; towards the wind. 

Axiom, ak-shum (Greek, axKma, 
worth). A self-evident proposition, or 
one requiring no proof, as The whole is 
greater than the part” — Nothing can 
produce nothing.” 

Axis, ak-sis (Greek, axon, tho axle-treo 
of a chariot). A term applied to a straight 
lino passing through tho centre of a bSdy 
and on which that body turns. This line 
may bo real or imaginary, as the line sup- 
posed to j^BS through the centre of the 
earth, roimd which axis it revolves once in 
twenty-four hours. 

Ay, i (Saxon, ai, yes. Latin, aio, to 
say or affirml. Yes ; certainly. Ms word 
is used in the plural, as ayes, signifying 
tho persons or votes in favour of a morion, 
proposirion, or tesolution ; it is opposed t6 
noes ^ and in Parliamentary proceeaings, ot 
pubhc debate, the ayes (those who say 

Yes”) or the noes (those who say **No*^) 
are said to carry the question. 

Aye, ay (Onek, tut, always). Ahnmi 
for e^er. 
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AarftviM tTi. azee^muth (Arabic. the ; 
wmaik, path). In astronomy, the arc of 
the horizon intercepted between the meri- 
dian of the observer and any given vertical 
line. Maffneiic (usmwth, the azimuth from 
the magnetio meridian; azimuth circleSt 
great circles of the sphere intersecting 
each other, in the zenith and nadir, and 
cutting the horizon at right angles. 

Azote, az-oat (Greek, a, without ; zoe, 
life). A gas, otherwise called nitrogen, the 
former name being given to it because it 
does not support life. 

Azure, a-zhure (French, aziiTf faint 
blue). A fine blue pigment, commonly 
called smalt j a colour resembling the blue 
of the sky. In heraldry, the blue colour 
in the coats of arms of all persons under 
the degree of barons. 

B 

Bacchanaliiin, bakkah-naylean | 
{IMiWt hacchanaha), A roveUor ; a drunk- I 
ar<l; a dovotoo to Bacchus, the god of 
wino. 

Background. In painting, tho space 
behind a portrait or gfroup of figuros. Tho 
distance in a picture is usually divided into 
the foreground, middle-distance, and back- 
ground. 

Backsheesh. A word of Persian origin 
for present or gratuity, much used in the 
East. 

Backstays. In navigation, ropes 
reaching from the topmast heads to both 
sides of the ship, to assist the shrouds in 
supporiing the mast when strained by a 
weight of sail. 

Bacoxiian Philosonhy, ba-konoan 
filosofy. A system of philosophy, of which 
Lord Bacon was tho foimder. 

Baculometry, baku-lommy-tre (Latin, 
haculuSf a staff. Greek, metroTif a measure), 
Tho art of measuring heights or distances 
with a staff. 

Badigeon, bad-ejun. A pr^aratlon 
of plaster and freestone well si^d and 
mixed together. Used by statuaries to 
fiU up the crevices and repair the defects 
in stones of which their work is made. 
This name is also given by joiners to a 
mixture of sawdust and glue, with which 
the imperfecrions of wood, after it is 
wrought, are made^good. 

Badinage, badden-ahj (Freno^. Bail- 
ie^ ; light or playful discourse. It is also 
gaelM of huatmg wild ducks in 
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by means of a boat oovered irith foliage 
to which the birds ore ^tioed and tkOa ' 
speared or shot. 

Bagatelle, baggah-tel (French). A 
thing of no importance; a trifle; a gams 
played on a board with bafis and a oua. 

Bailie, bay-le. In Scotland a inagifr 
trate of a royal buigh, possessed of oermia 
jurisdiction oy common law as well as by 
statute; the office is similar to that 
alderman in England. 

Bailiwick. The hundred^ or any oiho* 
district wherein a bailiff has jurisdiction, j 

Bairiu bayrm (Gothic, ham, Saxon, 
heam). The name for a child, commonly 
used in Scotland. 

Baitj bate (Saxon, hatan, a bite). Food 
placed in such a manner as to tempt and 
allure; hence, haH for fish; and nence, 
also, halt for travellers f who are invited io 
take refreshment at an inn. 

Balance of Power. That divisior; 
of territory and degree of political power 
which tho European sovereigns severally 
enjoy, and which, placed ono against tho 
otner, forms a sori of balance in tho scale 
Ct monarchy. 

Balderdask. bawlder-dash (Welsh, 
haldarMus, babbling). Unmeaning dis- 
course ; ribaldry ; a mere jargon of words. 

Baldric, bawl-drik (Saxon, belt; 
m, rich). A girdle, belt, or sash, but 
most commonly a sword-belt. 

Baleful, bail-full (Saxon, healofull), 
Fifil of misery; sorrowful; replete wiih 
mischief. 

I Balkers, baw-kurz. The name applied 
to persons who take up their station on 
the sea-shore, for the purpose of directing 
fishermen to the herring-shoals. 

Ballad, bal-lad (Italian, hallaiai from 
Uillare, to dance). A ballad was ori^ally 
a song sung while dancing. 

Ballast, bal-last (Butch, hallasie). Any 
heavy material placed in the hold of a ship 
to keep her course steady and prevent her 
from pitching or roUing. Ships are said to 
be in ballast when gaihng without a cargo. 
The same term is also applied to the ma- 
terial used in fjlHng up the spaces between 
the rails on a railway. 

Ballet, bal-gy (French, halUt\^ ]' A 
theatrical dance ; a representattou' by 
which a story is told through the meffiEum 
of gestures and pantomime, aooem;^e»led 
by danringi and without ifpsAidng, 
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Sallot» bal-lut (IBirench, hailoUtf a small 
ball). A method of voting by moans of a 
little baU^ or ticket being put into a box. 

i BalSftxa, bawl>sum (Greek, haUamon). 
7 An aromatic substance exuding from plants 
' and trees ; that which gives ease. 

Bambino, bam>beeno (Italian, 

Mtio), Tho infant figure of our Saviour 
wrapped in swaddling>clothes, secured by 
ligatures; as babies are dressed in Italy 
and the South of Europe. Such represen- 
tations occasionally form altar-pictures, 
the infant being surrounded by a halo 
and group of angels. 

Bamboozle, bam-boozul (from ham, 
a cant word signifying a cheat). To trick ; 
to deceive ; to impose upon. 

Ban (Saxon, hannan, to proclaim). A 

S ublio notice g^ven of anything, whereby it 
( openly commanded or forbidden; a 
curse ; a proclamation or edict ; hence the 
publication of banns df marriage. 

Banana, ba-naimah. An Indian name 
for thd fruit of a plant which grows in tho 
West Indies and other tropical countries. 
It consists chiefly of a soft and luscious 
pulp, which is frequently converted into a 
bnd of bread. 

Banoo, bang-ko (Italian, banco, bank). 
Used for describing tho bank-money of 
Hamburg and other placea In law, supe- 
rior courts are said to sit in banco during 
term, the judges occupying the benches of 
their respective courts. 

Bandana, ban-dannah. An Indian 
name for those silk handkerchiefs with a 
uniformly dyed ground, usually blue or red, 
vrith figures of a circular, lozenge, or other 
simple form. The same term is applied to 
a style of calico-printing, in which white or 
brightly-coloured spots are produced on a 
red or dark ground. 

Bandy, ban-d« (from bandy, an instror 
ment bent at the bottom for striking balls 
at play). To beat to and fro ; to give word 
for word ; hence, also bandy-lege. 

Bane, bain (Saxon, bane, destruction, 
death). Deadly poison ; mischief ; ruin. 

Bankrupt, bank-rupt (Latin, bancu:, 
a bench ; ruptiu, broken). A man in- 
debted beyond the power of payment. 
Tins word originated in Italy when the 
money-changers had benches, and when 
any became unable to pay, their bench was 
hroXm by the public functionaries. 

Banshee, ban-she. An Irish faiiy^ 
formerly beUeved to appear in the shape 
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of a diminutive old woman, and to chant 
in a mournful strain, under the windows of 
a house, the approaching death of some 
member of the families of the great. In 
Scotland, the banshi was called the fairy’s 
wife, and was equally busied in giving m* 
timation of approaching death. 

Banyaiu ban-yan. The Indian fig- 
tree (ficus Indica), The branches of tills 
famous tree descend, take root, and are in 
time converted into gimt trunks, so that 
a single tree, with all its props and stems, 
may cover a spabe of two thousand feet in 
circumference. 

BaptlBin, bap-tizum (Greek, hapto, to 
dip). The act of baptising, by immersion 
or sprinkling, practised as a rite on admis- 
sion into the unristian Church. 

Barb (Latin, barha, a beard). Any- 
thing that grows in the place of a beard ; 
the points which stand back in an arrow 
or fishing-hook ; also, a Barbary horse re- 
markable for its swiftness. 

Barbecue, bar-bekew. In the West 
Indies, a hog roasted whole. With us, any 
animal dressed whole. 

Bard (Welsh, bardd, a poet). The 
ancient poets among both the Gauls and 
the Britons ; they were also musicians and 
the instructors of the people, and wore held 
in great reverence. 

Bargain, bar-gan (Welsh, bargen, to 
engage). A contract or agreement con- 
cerning the sale of something ; the thing 
bougnt or sold ; an article obtained 
for less than the usual price; interested 
dealing. 

Baritone, barry-tone (Greek, baryo, 
heavy; imws, a tone). A male voice 
partaking of the common bass and 
tenor. 

Bark, or Barque. A three-masted 
vesseL having her fore and main-mastf 
rigged like those of a ship, but her mizen* 
mast rigged like a schooner’s main-mast. 

Barm (Saxon, bearma, coming from 
beer). Yeast; the substance used in 
making leavened bread and fermenting 
liquors. 

Barometer, ba-rommy-tur (Greek, 
baros, weight ; metron, a measure). An 
instrument for measuring the weight of 
the atmosphere, and the variations in it, 
in order miiefiy to determine the changes 
of the weather. 

Barom bar-run (French, baron), A 
title of nobility next below that of viscount 
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and aboYd that of baronot. Barons of the 
Exchequer are four judges, wlio determine 
eauses between the sovereign and the sub- 
jects relative to revenue. Barons of due 
Cvnqm Ports are members of the House of 
Commons, elected for the seven Cinque 
Ports, two for each. 

Saronet, baron-et. A degree of honour 
next below a baron, and above a knight ; 
it is the lowest degree of honour that is 
hereditary. 

Sarony, bamm-e. The honour ^ and 
territory which give title to a baron, inclu- 
ding the fees and lands of lords temporal 
and spiritual. 

SaroTlche, ba-roosh. A light four- 
wheeled open carriage with a movable top, 
and scats placed opposite each other. 

Barratry, barrat-ry. In law, foul prac- 
tice. In marine insurance, when the mas- 
ter of a ship, or the mariners defraud the 
owners, or insurers, whether by running 
away with the ship, sinking or deserting 
her, or embezzling the cargo. 

Baxricado, barry-kahdo (Spanish, har^ 
racada). In fortification, a defence con- 
structed of stakes shod with iron ; crossed 
at the top with battens and erected in 
comers of streets. The term is also used 
to imply a barricade of any kind. 

Barrister, barris-tur. A counsellor 
admitted to plead at tho har. An inner 
barrister is one who is a sergeant or Queen’s 
counsel; an outer barrister is one who 
pleads outside the bar. Tho term bar, in 
law, originates from the bar placed to 
hinder persons from incommoding tho 
court. 

Barrow, bar-ro (Saxon, heorg). Hills 
or mounts raised by the Saxons in honour 
of those who died on the field of battle. 

Barytes, ba-rytez (Greek, har os, 
weight), A ponderous earth* very brittlo* 
and perfectly soluble in boiling sulphuric 
acid. It is compounded of oxygon and 
barium. 

Basalt, ba-zawlt (etymology uncertain). 
A hard, dark-coloured stone, supposed to 
be of volcanic origin. 

BasBleiLbah-bluh (French, has, stock- 
ing: hlen, wue). Blue-stocking; a tenn 
Applied to a learned, pedantic woman. Tho 
name is supposed to arise from one of tho 
acting members of a society of literary 
ladies wearing blue stockings. 

Base (Greek, hasis, the bottom). Low 
(l) v^ue; vpet^; ^urthl^se, hk architec- 


ture, the foot of a pillar, by which it i 
sustained. 

Bashaw, bash-aw. A title cf hono\] 
in the Turkish dominions given to tb 
grand officers of the court, as the capuda 
bashaw, the admiral or commander t 
sea; bostangi bashaw, the chief officer ( 
the garden, &c. It is more frequent! 
written and pronounced Pasha, or Pacha, 

Basis, bay-sis (Greek, basis, tho bottom 
Originally, the step or walk of an animal c 
the sole of the foot, on which the body 
supported in walking; hence the woi 
basis is used to express the foundation < 
support of an aigument, calculation, &c. 

Bass, base (Italian, hasso). In musi 
tho lowest compass of the human voic^ 
usually ranging from G or F below tl 
bass-staff to D or E above it ; it ab 
signifies generally tho lowest or deope 
part of any composition. Thorough bass 
that which proceeds without intermissic 
from the beginning to the end. Qrouin 
bass is that which commences with son 
subject of its own, which is continually r 
peated through the movement, whilst tl 
upper parts pursue a different air. Cow 
ter-hass is the second, when there are sev 
ral in the same concert. 

Basso Belie VO, basso rolly-eei 
(Italian, basso, low; relievo, relief), 
term used to denote sculptured ropresen 
ations raised upon a flat surface, or bad 
OTound, in such a manner as to proje' 
from it loss than one-half of tho gener 
depth of tho figure ; it is also called ha 
relief 

Bastile, bas-teel (French, bastille, 
castle with towers or ditches). Originall, 
a royal castle built for the defence ' 
Paris ; afterwards used as a state priso 
and destroyed by the populace during tl 
French Revolution in 1789. 

Bastinado, ba.stee-nahdo. A punis! 
ment used among the Turks, consisting 
beating the offender on the soles of tl 
feet with a boston or wooden club. 

BastioXK bas-tshun (Old French, baste 
to build). In fortification, a large mass < 
earth excavated from the ditch, usujd 
faced with sods or bricks, and standii 
out from the ramparts, of which it fom 
the principal part. The leading pnneip 
in the construction of a bastion is, tni 
every part of it should be defended oy tl 
flanking fire of som^ other part of t] 
works. 
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Bat^bwliilS, bat-fowl-ing. A method 
of oatohing bir% at night while they are 
^ roosting in bushes, hedges, &o. One of 
the party cairies a torch, whilo another 
beats the bushes ; the birds fly towards the 
and are caught either by the hand 
or in nets. 

Bathos, ba-thos (Greek, hatlm^ depth). 
A ludicrous descent from the elevated to 
the moan in writing or speaking. 

Baton, bat'Ong (French, hatoUf a staff). 
The staff or trun^eon »ven as a s^bol 
of authority to generoJs in the French 
army; the staff of a field-marshal, in 
Wiusic, a rest of four semibreves ; also the 
staff with which the conductor of a band 
beats time. 

Batta, bat-tah. AUowancos made to 
troops in India. Dry batta is money given 
in lion of rations : wet batta, what is given 
in kind. 

Battalion, bat-taiyun. A body of in- 
fantry, generally fi*om five to eight hun- 
dred in number. A battalion of the lino 
is usually composed of ton companies; 
each oonsists of a lieutenant, an ensign, 
three or four sergeants, and about seventy- 
five rank and file, under the charge of a 
captain. A regular staff of field-officers 
is appointed to every battalion ; the whole 
being under the immediate command of a 
lieutenant-colonel. A battalion vra^ origi- 
nally so called from battalia, a body of men 
arrayed in the order of battle. 

Batten, bat-tn (Teutonic, batten). To 
glut or satiate one’s self ; to grow fat and 
gross ; to live luxuriously ; applied to land, 
to mi^e fruitful. 

Battens. In nautical affairs, long nar- 
row dips of wood nailed to the coverings 
of a vessel’s hatches, in order to secure 
the tarpaulings which are placed over the 
hatches when required. This is called 
hatUning down (ho hatches. Battens are 
also nailed in different parts of a vessel, to 
prevent those parts becoming chafed. 

Battery, battez^e (French, batire, to 
boat down). The name given to any place 
where cannon or mortars are mounted, 
either for the purpose of attacking the 
forces of an enemy, or of battering the 
fortification. 

Battle-piece, A painting which re- 
presents a 'little* exhibiting largo masses 
of men, or men and Aorses, in action. 

Battue, bat-too (Frendi, battu^. In 
hunting, a term denoting the practice of 


beating the bushes, and makbig a lomt 
noise ter the purpose of turning out foxes 
and other animals of the chaoe. 

Bawbee, baw-bee. A word used in 
Scotland and tho northern counties of 
England, for halfpenny. The term baw- 
bee took its rise from a copper coin issued 
after the death of James the Fourth of 
Scotland. He was slain in the battle of 
Floddcn Field, and left a son a year^ old as 
his h 311 ’. Tho effigy of the infant king was 
strucL upon a coin of tho value of a half- 
penny ; and this piece of mon^ was honco 
callod the babg, which in the Scottish pro- 
nunciation becomes bawbee. 

Bawn. A word used in Ireland for a 
place near tho house, inclosed with mud 
or stone walls, to keep the cattle in during 
the night; but its original signification 
was a fortified inclosure. 

Bay, bai (Teutonic, baeye, bulge). An 
arm of the sea, smaller tnon a gulf and 
larger than a creek. Bay, as applied to 
windows, is tho same as bow. 

Bay-colour. A colour in horsos re- 
sembling the bay-leaf when dried.' 

Bayonet, bayo-not. A kind of trian- 
gular dagger mado to fit on to the muzslo 
of a firelock, so as not to interfero with 
the firing. It is a weapon used with great 
effect in attacking an enemy, or in receiv- 
ing tho charge of cavalry. Tho name 
originates from Bayonne, in Prance, where 
the instrument was first made. 

Bay Salt. A salt made of soa-water, 
which is hardened by the heat of the sun, 
and receives its name from its brown coloiur. 
It is made by letting the sea-wator into 
square pits or basins ; its surface being 
struck and agitated by tho rays of the sun, 
it thickens at first imperceptibly and be- 
comes covered with a slight crust, which, 
hardening by the continuance of the heat, 
is wholly converted into salt. 

Bays, baiz (Greek, baion, a branch). A 
poetical name for any honorary crown or 
garland, bestowed as a prize for any kind 
of vioto^ or excellence ; or figUiaWely, 
for learning itself. 

Bazaar, ba-zar (an Oriental word, sig- 
nifying sale). An oxchange, market-place, 
or spacious hall for the sale of mer- 
chandise. 

Beacon^ beek-tn (Saxon, becun), A 
signal raised on aa 'eminence, composed of 
some combustible matter, to oe fired at 
night oh the approach of an enemy. Also, 
any object serving as an occasional signal 
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mr as a oonstaut sea-morlc, by means of 
which ships miiy bo warned of danger or 
assured of the port. 

Beadle, bo-dl (Saxon, hydd), A petty 
officer in a court or parish ; a messenger 
or servitor of a public body. 

Bead-roll (Saxon, headf a prayer). A 
list or catalogue of a certain number of 
prayers for the souls of the dead, which 
avo generally counted by the members of 
the Komish Chui'ch on their beads. 

Bear. In commercial phraseology, ono 
who contracts to deliver or sell a certain 
quantity of stock in the public funds on a 
forthcoming day at a stated place, but who 
does not possess it, trusting to a fall in 
public securities to enable him to fulfil the 
agreement and realise a profit. The term 
arises from an old proverb, to the effect 
that he who disposes of that which is not 
vet in his possession, sells the skin before 
he has caught the bear. See Bull. 

Beatitude, bo-attytude (Latin, beatus, 
blessed). Happiness ; felicity ; usually 
applied to the joys of heaven. 

Beau, bo (French, beau, a fop). An 
effeminate person of the male sex, who is 
passionately fond of dross and of decora- 
ting his person j also the accepted suitor 
of a lady. 

Beau Ideal, bo-i-deal (French, beau, 
beautiful ; ideal, iraa^nary). In painting, 
that beauty which is freed from the deform- 
ity and peculiarity found in nature, in all 
individu^s of a species ; its general signi- 
ficance is a model of excellence which the 
mind or the fancy has depicted to itself. 

Beau Monde, bo-mond (French, beau, 
fine ; ^jieiide, world). The fashionable 
world ; the select portions of society. 

Bed of a Biver. The bottom of a 
channel in which the stream or current 
usually flows. 

Be^am, bed-lam (corrupted from 
BeUdem), The name of a religious house 
in London, afteiwards converted into a 
hospital for lunatics ; the term is now gene- 
rally applied to all mad-houses and lunatic 
asylums; and coloquially to any place 
where there is much noise and discord. 

Bedouin, bod-ooin (Arabic, bedmtn). 
The name of certain Arabs who live in tents 
and are widely scattered. The term is 
applied generally to a wandering vagabond. 

IBeefeaters (corrupted from the 
French word tmjfetiei's, of buffet, a sido- 
bomvi i in allusion to their being stationed 


by the sideboard at royal dinners). 
yeomen of the Queen’s guard. 

I Beelzebub, be-el-zebub (Hebrew, Baa- 
\ Urn gebaJdm, the lord of sacrifices). A 
I god of the Philistines, who had a famous 
temple at Ekron. A name given to the 
Prince of Darkness. 

Beetle-browed, bco-tul browd. 
Having prominent brows; heavy like a 
beetle. 

Behemoth, be-he-moth. An animal 
mentioned in the Book of Job, which some 
naturalists suppose to be identical with 
the sea-horse. 

BeLBsprit, bel-esprco (French, bel, 
vivacious ; eapftit, wit). An a^oeable v^va- 
' city in conversation or writing. 

Beldam, bel-dam. An old woman ; a 
hag. The term is probably derived from 
old French, belle dame, signifying an old 
woman, as belle age means old age. 

Beleaguei^ bo-ls-gui* (Danish, belegeretii 
to besieg^. To besiege ; to block up in a 
place ; to surround with an army. 

Belle, bol (French, belle, a beauty). A 
beautiful, gay young lady. 

Belles Lettres, bol let-ter (French 
belles, elegant ; ItUres, literature). A tern 
meaning polite literature. Its signiticanc 
is somewhat vague, but it is genorall, 
understood to bo restricted to poetr> 
rhetoric, and such prose writings os la 
claim to elegance of style. 

Belle vue, bel-vuh (French, hell 
beautiful ; vue, prospect). A term applie 
to houses, terraces, &c., which are t 
situated as to command an extensh 
view of the country. 

Bellicose, belly-kozo (Latin, lellm 
wax). Warlike ; contentious. 

Belligerent, bel-lidjeront (Larin, h 
lum, war ; gero, to carry on). An opith 
applied to states that are at war, or a wc 
like tendency. 

Bell Metal. A composition of 1 
and copper, usually ccmsisting of thi 
parts of copper and ono of tin. Loss i 
is used for church bells than for do 
bells, and for very small bells a sm 
quantity of zinc is added to tho alloy. 

Bell-wether. A wether or she^ t3 
leads the flock with a bell on his neck* 

Ben. A Hebrew prefix signt^^g s 
as Be»-jamin. 

Benchera The senior members 
tho Society in the Inns of Court. Tl 


84 . 


BEN 


Bin 


hara been readers^ and being admitted to 
plead within the bar, are called inner 
barristera. 

BendL In beraldiy, a broad line drawn 
from one comer of toe escutcheon to the 
oihet ; supposed to represent a shoulder- 
belt or scan, as a symbol of the bearer 
having been valiant in war. The hemd 
dexter is formed by two lines drawn from 
the upper part of the shield, on the right, 
to the lower part of the left diagonals. 
The hmd einUter is that which is traced 
from the left side of the shield to the 
right. 

Bonedict. Bonny-dikt. A newly- 
married man ; derived from the name of 
Benedick, one of the characters in Shakes- 
peare’s Mwh Ado about Notking. 

Benefice, benny-ds (Latin, bene^ well ; 
/ocio, to make). A name applied to all 
Church preferments except bishoprics, 
deaneries, archdeaneries, and prebenda- 
ries. It is more especially appropriated 
to parsonages, rectones, and vicarages. 

Benefit of Clergy. In law, a privi- 
lege at first peculiar to clergymen, but 
afterwards made available to such of the 
fcdty as could read, they thereby being 
considered clerks. It consisted in the ex- 
emption, wholly or partially, from the juris- 
diction of the lay mbunals. The felon, on 
being convicted by the latter, claimed 
bePM^i of clergy f had a book put into his 
hands, and If the ordinary pronounced 
these words. Legit ui clericuSf ^^he roads 
like a oleigymau," the culprit was handed 
over to the Ecdesiastical Cfourt, for a new 
trial or purgation, which in the majority 
of oases resulted in the acquittal of the 
accused. Benefit of Clergy was abolished 
in the reign of George the Fourth. 

Beng^ales^ ben-ga-leez. A native or 
the namet of irongal. 

Bent GraAB. A name common to all 
ike species of grasses composing the ^enus 
AgnoHs, There are five British species. 

Berth. A sea term; a station at 
which a ship rides at anchor; an apart- 
ment in a smp in which a number of men 
or officers reside or mess ; a sleeping-place 
in a ship; the place of a hammock; an 
office or sltuAuon in which a person is 
employed. 

Betrothxiient> beet-roath-ment. In 
MW, a mutual proimse or compact between 
two parties, by which they bind themselves 
td marry. The word imports giving one’s 
that is, truth, faith, or promise, 


Bevel, bov-el. The slant of a surface 
at an angle greater or less than a light 
angle ; also an instrument used by masons, 
carpenters, joiners, &c. It differs from a 
square in having a movable tongue, so 
that the iiistrumont may be sot to any 
angle. 

Bevy, bev-o (Italian, beva, a flock). A 
flock of birds; a company of persons; 
applied generally, though not exclusively, 
to an assemblage of ladies. 

Bezel, bez-el. That part of a ring in 
which the stone is set. 

Bezonian, be-zonean. A low fellow ; 
a person addicted to vulgar habits. 

Bias, bi-as (Greek, bios, force). Origi- 
nally, a weight on one side of a bowl to 
make it turn from a straight direction ; 
hence, an undue tendency or inclination of 
the mind to any particular study, pursuit, 
or opinion. 

Bibber, bib-bur (Latin, Ubere, to drink). 
An habitual drinker; a tippler. Hence 
also, bibj which moans properly a cloth 
tucked under the chin of a child during 
the process of eating and drinking. 

Bible, bi-bl (Greek, biblion, the book). 
The name applied by way of eminence to 
tho collection of imerod writings forming 
the Old and Now Testaments. 

Biblip grap her, biblee-ograh-far 
(Greek, bihlos, a book : graphOf to write). 
A person skilled in the history of books 
ana literature ; one who compiles a history 
of literary productions. 

Bibliomania, biblee-o-maineah 
(Greek, bihlos, a book ; mania, madness). 
Book-madness ; a disease which manifests 
itself in an over-anxiety to obtain old and 
scarce editions of hooks, without any 
consistent regard to tho value of their 
contents. 

Bibliopolist, biblee-opolist (Greek, 
bihlos, a book ; poUo, to sell). A book- 
seller. 

Bicarbonate, bi-karbon-ait (Latin, Us^ 
twice; carbonate). A carbonate contain- 
ing two equivalents of the acid to one of 
the base. 

Biennial, by-en-yal (Latin, Uenms, 
lasting two years). Continuing for two 
years. In botany, a class of plants which 
do not bear flowers and seed till the 
second year, after bearing which they ie. 

BiestingB, bees-tingz (Saxon, hyst)* 
The first milk giy^n by p, cov l^ter 
pBlylpgt 
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Si|Sftiny> bigga-me (Latin^ huj twice; 
Greek, gatiios, marriage). The crime 
of having two wives or husbands at a 
time. 

Bigllt, bite (Danish, hogi). The double 
part of a rope when folded ; the coil of a 
cable, not including its ends ; a bend or 
small bay between two points of land. 

» big-got. A person perversely 
lately attached to a party, creed, 
sect, or practice; a blind zealot. The 
etymology of this word is unceriain ; but 
some authorities have traced it to beautta, 
one of the appellations of the order of 
nuns, called Beguins, who were distin- 
guished for their excessive zeal. 

Bijou, bo-zhoo (French, biJo7i). A jewel ; 
trinket ; anything very precious, diminu- 
tive, or delicate. 

BiJbo, bil-bo. A rapier or sword, re- 
ceiving its name from Bilboa, in Spain, 
whore the best kinds were manufac- 
tured. 

Bilboes, bil-bozo. In ships, long bars 
of iron with shackles sliding on them, and 
a lock at the end, used to confine the feet 
of offenders. Hence, also, the punish- 
ment of offenders in this way is called by 
the same name, and is equivalent to the 
punishment of the stocks on land. 

Bilge, bilj (Gothic, bulgiaf to swell). 
Tlie protuberant part of a cask, which is 
usually in the middle. The bilge of a ship 
is the under part of the ship’s-floor, which 
approaches to a horizontal direction, and 
on which the vessel would rest if aground. 
When this portion of the ship is fractured, 
she is said to be bilged ; the water which 
lies in the bilge is called the bilge-water, 
and the pump* adapted to withdraw it is 
called the bilge-pump. • I 

Bill of Health. A certificate or in- 
strument si^ed bv consuls or other pro- 
per authorities, and delivered to the mas- 
ters of ships at the time of their clearing 
out from all ports or places suspected of 
being particularly liable to infectious dis- 
orders, certifying the state of health at 
the time such ship sailed. A clean hill of 
health imports that at the time the ship 
sailed no infectious disorder was known 
to exist there. A suspected hill of health, 
commonly called a touched patent or bill, 
imports that no infectious disease had 
actually broken out, but that there existed 
rumours of such. Afoul hill of health de- 
notes that the place was affected when the 
toils latter ofrcuxostance is 


commonly known by the absence of a 
clean bill, a foul bill not having been 
worth leaving. 

Billet (French). A small note or papei 
in writing ; a ticket directing soldiers 
whore to lodge. Billet-doux, a love mis- 
sive, an affectionately-written epistle. 

Billion, bil-yun (Latin, bis, twice; 
million). A million of millions ; in figures. 
1 , 000 , 000 , 000 , 000 . 

Bills of Mortality. Periodical re- 
gisters of the deaths and burials which 
take place in and near London. These bills 
usually contain, also, a summaiy of births, 
christenings, &o. 

Bilocular, bi-lokewlar (Latin, his, 
twice ; loculus, a small place or cell). 
Having two cells. 

Bimana, bi-ma 3 mah (Latin, his, twice ; 
mamis, a hand). Two-hand^ animals. 
The bimana constitute the first order of 
mammalia — comprehends but one genus, 
and that genus is man. 

Binnacle, bin-nah-kl (French, hoite 
d'aquiUe^ needle-box). A box containing 
a ship's compass, and the ship's light, to 
show it at night. 

Biographer, byograh-fur (Greek, hlos, 
life; grapho, to write). One who writes 
an account or history of the life and ac- 
tions of a particular person ; a writw of 
lives. 

Biology, byollo-jy (Greek, hios, life; 
logos, a discourse). A descrijition of life 
and of the anim^ structure in its living 
state ; the science of life ; physiology. 

Biparous, bip-pams (Latin, his, two at 
one time; pario, to bring forth). Pro* 
ducing two at a birth. 

Biped, by-ped (Latin, his, twice ; pidts, 
a foot). An animal with two feet. 

Bird’s-eye Tobacco. A kind of 
tobacco which has in it numerous diminu- 
tive knots resembling the eyes of bir^. 

Bird’s-eye View. A term applied 
to pictiires of places, and to landscapes, 
denoting that such a view might be ob- 
tained by a bird in the air. 

Biscuit, biS'kit (Latin, his, twice: 
coctus, baked). A kind of bread bakM 
very hard. Among the Bomans, the his> 
cuit was twice prepared in the oven, and a 
diminution of one-fourth was ordinarily 
calculated upon ae the oonso^uept lose ^ 
weight. 
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Biiseetioh^ bo-sektshun (Lutiii, bis, 
iiwico; sica, to out). A division into two 
equal parts, as the cutting of on orange 
into h^ves. 

Bishop, bish-up. A prelate or person 
OOnsecratoa for the spintual government 
of a diocese. The derivation of this word 
is from the Latin episcop'iis, (Greek, epis- 
lopos). By the omission of the first sylla- 
ble, and the usual apocope (piscop), and 
the chaise of p into T> {biscop), and sc 
into sh, the word bishop is produced. The 
torm means literally an overseor, or over- 
iookar. 

BiSBextile, bis-sekstil. Leap-year. A 
year oonsising of 366 days, the additional 
day being added to the month of February. 
Tms is done every fourth year, on account 
of the excess of six hours, by which the 
ordinary year really exceeds 365 days. 
The name is derived as follows; — The 
Bomans, instead of making a 29th day 
of Fobruaiy, reckoned the 24th day twice, 
and called the 24th day sexto calendas 
MarticLs; that is, the sixth day before the 
kalends of March. This, with the prefix 
bis, to denote that it was reckoned twice, 
rave the name hissextilis, which we write 
bissextile, to the leap-year. 

Bitter Principle. The bitter parts 
of vegetable substances, which may be 
extracted by chemical processes. 

Bitumen, bit - u • men (Latin, from 
Greek, pitis, the pitch-tree). The generic 
name ^ven to a number of inflammable 
substances, found in a liquid or viscid 
State. ' It constitutes the inflammable 
principle of coal, and is a compound of 
carbon and hydrogen. 

Bivalves, by-valvs (Latin, bis, twice ; 
mlvcB, shutters). That class of sholl-fish, 
the shells of which are composed of two 
pieces or valves, formed together by a 
hinge, as the oyster and the mussel. 

Bivouac, hiv-wak (French, bivouac). 
The guard or watch of a whole army during 
the night; also the modem system by 
wldoh the soldiers in service lie in the 
open air without tents, in opposition to 
iae <dd system of oamps and cantonments. 

Bisarre, be- ssar (French, hizart'e). Odd ; 
lantastie; strange; whimsical 

Black Act. statute 0 Geo. I., 
which' makes it fdony to appear armed in 
any park or warren, for the puipose of 
hunter deer; orsIMing fish !!m;tivers, 
end wi^ the face bkMdcenod, or otherwise 
dSsfi^ired* 


Black Art* Necromancy ; witchcraft, 
or sleight-of-hand, so called from its being 
conjectured that the professors are aided 
in tneir operations by diabolical agency. 

Blackballing. The act of voting 
against any person or thing — usually a 
candidate for admission into a club or so- 
ciety — by dropping into the ballot-box a 
ball, commonly of a black colour. 

Black Cattle. A general name for 
all cattle of the ox kind, reared expressly 
for slaughter, in distinction to dairy-eatllo. 

Black lietter. The old English 
alphabet. 

Black Mail. In Scotland, a sort of 
yearly payment, formerly made for pro- 
tection to those bands of armed men who, 
down to the middle of the eighteenth cen- 
tury, laid many parts of the country under 
contribution. The term is still used con- 
ventionally, to imply any fee or mtuity 
which is made compulsory, and t^es the 
form of exaction. Maxi, in this caso, 
means tax or rent. 

Black Monday. A day so termed 
from Easier Monday, the 14th of April, in 
the thirty-fourth year of the reign of 
Edward III., the' British troops then lying 
before Paris, and the day being remarkably 
dark and cold. This term is applied to 
any day that has disagreeable associations, 
as the day on which boys return to school 
after their holidays, or the day when Par- 
liament resumes its functions, &c. 

Black Hod. A name given to the 
usher who carries the black rod, with a 
golden lion on the top of it, at assemblies 
of the order of tho Garter, and in Par- 
liament. 

Blanc-mange, bluh-mawnj (French, 
blaric, white ; manger, to eat). In cookery, 
a preparation of isinglass, milk, sugar, 
cinnamon, &o., boiled into a thick con- 
sistence, and served to table as a Idnd of 
Jelly. 

Blank Verse. Any kind of verso in 
which there is not rhyme. 

BlaspliezDy,blas-fe^y (Greek, hlapto, 
to strike or hurt ; phem, reputation). Ir- 
reverent or impious language uttered 
respecting the Beity or his attributes. 

Blast Furnace, blast fumas. A fur- 
nace blown by means of steam-power, used 
ohiefly for smelting iron and pther refrac- 
torybres. 

Blatant, bla-tant (Saxon, WsUim)* 
Bellowing like a calf ; nouy. 


BLA 


BOO 


87 


Blaa50U> bla-zun '{Outcli, Uoazen^ io 
blow). In homldry, tb© art of expressing 
the several parts of a coat of arms in 

S roper terms. All persons beneath the 

egree of a noble must have their coats 
'blazoned by metals and colours. The terai 
is derived from the fact of a herald blowing 
a trumpet and calling out the arms of a 
knight when he entered the lists at a 
tournament. In this sense, blazon is used 
figuratively for making anything public. 

Blockade, blok-aid (Teutonic, block- 
hny»)» A fortress or bulwark erected to 
stop up or to secure a passage. A town 
or fortress is said to be blockaded when 
all ingress and egress is precluded by the 
troops which siuround it. The object of 
the blockade is generally to compel the 
garrison to surrender, when the provisions 
and ammunition shall be expended. 

Blockhead, blok-hed. A figurative ex- 
pression, used to imply a person of dull 
apprehension; want of parts; intensely 
dull — ^whose head may be said to be like a 
block of wood or stone. 

Blood Hound. A variety of the com- 
mon dog, remarkable for its perfection of 
the sense of smell. Owing to this circum- 
stance, the blood-hound was formerly much 
employed in pursuing criminals, and track- 
ing runaways. 

Blue Peter. In nautical affairs, a flag 
having a blue ground, with a white square 
in the centre. It is hoisted as a signal 
that the ship is about to sail. 

Boatswain, bose-un {boat, and Saxon 
twein, a servant). An officer on board of 
ships, who has charge of the boats, sails, 
rigging, colours, animors, cables, and cor- 
dage. His office is also to summon the 
crew to their duty, to relievo the watch, 
assist in the necessary business of the ship, 
seizing and punishing offenders, &c. The 
hoatsivainla mate has charge of the long- 
boat, for setting forth and weighing an- 
chors, warping, towing, and mooring. 

Bolt Hope. In nautical affairs, the 
rope to whidi the edges of the sails are 
sou'oA to strengthen them. That part of 
it on the perpendicular side is called the 
hack rope; those at the bottom, the foot- 
rope; that at the top, the liead-rope» 
Bomix bum (Greek, bowJboe, a buzz, a 
noise). In artillery, a hollow iron ball or 
shell, filled with gunpowder, and fuimished 
with a vent for a fusee, or tube filled with 
combustible matter, to be thrown out from 
mortar ; its name is taken from the loud 
noise made by its report. 


Bombard, bum-bard. To assault a 
town or fortress by projecting into it 
bombs, shells, &o,, in order to set fire to 
and destroy the houses, magazines, and 
other buildings. 

Bombast, bum-bast. A stuff of a 
loose texture, formerly used to swell gar- 
ments ; hence, an inflated stylo ‘or manner 
is termed bombast. 

Bomb ketch, bum-kotch. A small 
vessel strongly built, and strengthened 
with huge fjoams to bear the shock of a 
mortar at sea, when bombs are to be thrown 
from it into a town. 

Bona Fide, bo-nah fy-de (Latin, homtSy 
good ; JideSf faith). A term signifying in 
good faith; without fraud or subter- 
fuge. 

Bonded Q-oods. Those goods for which 
bonds are given at the Custom-house, as a 
guarantee for the payment of duty. 

Bonhomie, ho-no-me (French, boh- 
lumie), A free and easy manner; good 
nature; cordiality. 

Bon mot, bong-mo (French, good ; 
motf word). A good saying; a witty re- 
partee. 

Bonny, bon*no (French, bon, good, or 
oxceUont). Handsome; beautiful; pleasimi 
to the sight. 

Bon-ton, bong-tong (French, bon, good ; 
ton, tone, or manner). Fashion ; the 
height of fashion. 

Bonus, bo-nus (Latin, bonus, good). A 
premium given for a loan, right, or privilege, 
above its prime or ori^nS cost. A term 
commonly used to express an extra divi- 
dend or allowance to tho shareholders of a 
joint-stock company out of its accumulated 
profits. 

Bon-vivant, bong-ve-vang (French^ 
hm, good ; vivant, living person). A free 
livor ; a jovial companion. 

Booby, boo-be (German, lube, a boy). 
In natural history, tho name of a water- 
fowl of tho pelican tribe, common in tho 
West Indies; they-allow themselves to 1/ 
attacked by other birds, which force thor . 
to yield up tho fish they have captured. 
The term is also applied to a dull, stupid 
follow, who suffers himself to bo imposed 
upon. 

Bookworm. A small insect Wbldi 
breeds and eats holes in books, espe^lly 
when in a damp state. This name is al&i 
given to any one who is continually porinjr 
overbooks. ^ zr' a 
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Soom» (Saxon, heam, a bar). Among 
tnariners, a long pole lued to spread out 
the clue of the studding-sail, maun-sail, or 
fore-sail, as the jU)-boomy atudding-aaU boom, 
ntaiii^boom, square-sail boom. A strong iron 
chain fastono^ to spars, and extended across 
a river or the mouth of a harbour, to pre- 
vent an enemy’s ships passing. A pole set 
up as a mark to direct seamen to keep the 
channel in shallovr water. 

Boon (Saxon, hene, a prayer or petition). 
A favour granted j a welcome present ; a 
gift. 

Borough English, bur-rub English. 
A customary descent of lands or tenements 
in certain parts of England, by which the 
youngest son becomes inheritor instead 
of the oldest ; or, if the lato possessor had 
no issue, to the younger instead of the 
elder brother. The custom only holds good 
in a few anciont boroughs and copyhold 
manors. 

’ Bosky, bos-ko (French, bosquet, a 
thicket; from bois, wood). Woody; a- 
bounding with wood. 

Boss (French, bosse, hunch or bump). 
A stud or ornament raised above the rost 
of the work ; a shining prominence ; the 
prominent part of a shimd ; a thick body 
of any kind. 

Botai^, bot-an-o (Greek, botane, a 
plant). 'J^e science which comprehends 
all that relates to the vegetable kingdom. 

Botch (Italian, hozsa, a swelling). A 
swelling or eruptive discolouration of the 
skin. Fimiratively, the part of any work 
clumsily done or Ul-hnished, so as to pre- 
judice the whole. 

Bottomry, bottura-ro. In commerce, 
the borrowing money upon tho keel or 
bottom, of a ship, whereby, if re-pa^ent 
be not made on tho day appointed, the 
ship becomes the property of the croditora; 
^so the lending of money payable on the 
return of the ship, but not to be claimed 
in the event of the vessel being lost. 

Boudoir, boo-dwor (French, hou^ir). 
A smfldl room or cabinet, generally adjoin- 
ing the bed-room or dressing-room, for the 
retirement of the master or mistress of the 
hoixse. 

Boulders, bowl-dors. A provincial 
term for lai^ lounded blocks of stone 
lying on the surface of the mund, or in 
tome instances embedded in the loose soil ; 
differing in composition from the rocks in 
'^eir vicinity, and supposed to have been 
traasperted from a disti^noe, 


Bouquet, hoo-kay (French, A 

nosegay; a bimch of flowers carefully 
oullra and arranged with taste. 

Bourbon Eamily, boor-bawng. A 
line of sovereigns who reigned in France 
from 1589 to 1848, except during the period 
of N apoleon Buonaparte’s term of power. It 
is a branch of the stock of Capet, being 
descended from a brother of Philip tbs 
Fair. 

Bourgeois, boor-zhaw (French, hour* 
geois, a burgess). A term used generally 
for citizen; answering to the English 
burgess. 

Bourse, boorse (French, bourse). Lite- 
rally, a purse ; used to denote the place of 
exchange in France. 

Bouts Bimes, boo-re-ma (French, 
bouts, end ; rimes, rhymes). A term for 
certain rhymes which one person furnishes 
to the unfinished lines written down by 
another person. 

Bovine, ho-vine (Greek, hovos, an ox). 
Relating to cattle of the ox kind. 

Bowie-knife, bow-e-nife. A long 
knife or short sword, carried by hunters 
in tho western states of America. 

Bowline, bo-line. In nautical lan- 
guage, a rope fastened near tho middle of 
the perpendicular edge of the square-sails, 
and used to keep the weather- edge of tho 
sail tight forward, when the ship is close 
hauled. 

Braggadocio, brag-go-do-slio (from 
BraggadocchU), the name of a ^in-glorious 
knight, in Spenser’s ** Faery *(Jueen”). A 
bragger ; a vain boaster ; one who invents 
or exaggerates deeds of valour performed 
by himself. 

Brahmin, broh-min. The priests or 
philosophers among tho Hhiicos. They 
take their title from A braham, whom they 
called Brahma, and affected to imitate the 
life of tho patriarch by living in deserts. 
The word Bramah also means ''knowledge 
of laws,” and is tho name of the first 
person in tho Trinity of the Hindoos. 

Bravura Air, brah-voorah (Italian, 
bravura, courago). An air consisting 
chiefly of difficult passages and divisions, 
in which many notes are g^ven in ont 
syllable, therefore requiring great energi 
and spirit, as well as oonsideFable skill, la 
the execution. 

Brcaoli. In military affairs, an opening 
or gap effected in the works of any fortified 
place, by the fire of the wrtiUf ry* 




j^reakers, bray^kurs. In marine lan- 
guage, rocks which lie immediately under 
the surface, and break the waves os they 
pass over them ; when these are discemod 
at a distance, a cry is raised of Breakers 
a-ltmd / to warn the helmsman to steer out 
of their course ; they also signify the 
billows which break against the rocks. 

Breakwater. Something raised or 
sunk at the entrance of a harbour, or any 
projection from the land into the sea, — as 
a mole, pier, or jetty, so placed at the en- 
trance, that it may break the force of the 
waves as they roll inwards. 

Breastwork. In fortification, a para- 
pet usually made of eaith, thrown up as 
liigh as the hretnls of tho troops defend- 
ing it ; also a sea term for the balustrade 
of the quarter-dock. 

Breech. In gunnery, tho hinder part 
of a gun ; tho solid part of a piece of ord- 
nance behind tho boro. 

Bressummer, bes-summur (French, 
hrasse-mur). In architecture, a beam placed 
horizontally to support an upper wall or 
partition ; as the lower beam of a church 
gallery, and that over a shop window; 
this word is also spelt hresisummer. 

Breve, breev (Latin, h'evis, short). Tho 
name of a note in music ; tho breve with- 
out a dot after it, is equal to four minims, 
and is called imperfect ; but when dotted, 
it is equal to six minims, and is called 
perfect. 

Brevet, bre-vet (Latin, breviSf short). 
A term borrowed from the French, signify- 
in|^ a royal act granting some favour or 
privilege; and applied in England and 
America to a nominal rank in tho army, 
higher than tho regimental commission 
Jield by tho officer. In garrison and brigade 
duties, it confers precedence according to 
seniority. Thus, a lieutenant-colonel, being 
made colonel by brevet, enjoys the pay 
only of the former, but the honour and 
privileges of the latter. 

Breviary, breev-ya-re (Latin, brevis, 
short). An abridgement ; an epitome ; a 
book containing the daily services of the 
Romish Church, as contradistinguished 
from the missal. 

Bridewell. A name now generally 
given in England^ to houses of correction. 
The term is derived from tho locally of the 
ancient house of' correction in London, 
b^t on the site of St, Bridis Well, in Black- 
friars, first built as a palace, and afterwards 
Vied both as a hospital and a prison. 


Brief, breef (Latin, hrms, short). I 
law, an abridgement of a client's case, con 
tainin^ in a concise form the proofs and 
objections that may be uiged by the oppo- 
site side, with answers thereto written for 
the instruction and guidance of a counsel 
during a trial. 

Brig. A square-rigged vessel with two 
masts. One of the peculiarities of a brig 
is, that she bends her boom-mainsail to the 
mainmast. 

Brigade, bre-gade (French, h^igade, 
gang). A division of troops composed of 
several corps, or of detachments of cavalry 
and infantry, under the command of n 
general officer. A brigade-major is au 
officer appointed to assist the general com 
manding a brigade in all his duties. No 
officer under the rank of a captain is 
eligible to hold this post, nor can effec- 
tive field officers of regiments be appointed 
majors of brigade. A brigadier is the 
eneral officer who has command of a 
rigade. He is in rank next below a major- 
general. 

Brigantine, briggan>tine. A small, 
flat, open vessel, which is propelled with 
sails and oars, or with either, and is chiefly 
employed in fighting or in giving chase. 
Brigantines are used principally by tho 
coi’sairs or sea brigands, for the purposes of 
piracy. Among British seamen this is a 
square-rigged vessel with two masts, and 
is distinguished by having her mainsails 
set near in the plane of her keel, whereas 
the mainsails of larger ships are hung 
athwart. 

Bring-to. In nautical language, to 
chock a vessel's course, when advancing, 
by regulating the sails, so that they shw 
counteract each other, and keep the ship 
almost stationary. 

Brisket, bris-kit (French, hrechet, 
breast-bone). The breast of an animal ^ 
or that pait of the breast adjoining th# 
ribs. 

Bristol Board. A kind of paper 
made for drawing upon, 'formed by pasting 
sheets of drawing-paper together, and 
submitting them to the action of a power- 
ful press, so named from the place of its 
original manufacture. 

Bristol Stone. A species of soft 
diamond, found chiefly in St. Vincents 
Rock, near Bristol. 

Bristol Waters. Mineral waters of 
the lowest temperature of any in 
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leing the fourth in de^oe among the 
waters which arc esteemed warm. 

BroaoB to« In navigation, to incline 
tiddei^y to windward of a shins course, 
vhen she sails with a large wind; or, when 
she sails directly before the wind, to 
deviate suddenly from the ship^s line of 
course, bringing her side to windward, 
and thereby exposing her to the danger of 
upsetting. 

Broad Cloth. The better kind of 
cloth used for male attire : it was so called 
from its great breadth, requiring, in the 
weaving of it, two persons to sit on either 
side, and ding the shuttle to one another. 

Broadside. The whole side of a 
vessel. In reference to a naval engage- 
ment, it signifies a simultaneous discharge 
of all the guns on one side of a ship of war. 

Brochure, bro-koor (French, brochure, 
a stitched book). A pamphlet ; a literary 
peiformance of slender materials and 
trivial interest. 

Brogue, broag (Irlsli, Irog). A defec- 
tive pronunciation of a lan^iago, par- 
ticularly applied to the Irish manner of 
speaking English. 

Bronchitis, brong-kytis (Gi'eek, Irm^ 
Aars, the windpipe). An inflammation of 
borne part of the oronchiai membrane. 

Brooch, broach (from broach, a spit, 
from its having a little pin or spit, by 
which it is fastened to the dress). A 
bosom-buckle or pin ; a Jewel, 

Browbeat. To endeavour to move a 
person by stem and severe looks, by 
knitting and depressing the brows, &c. 

Brownie, brow-no. In Scotland, a 
rqiirit formerly supposed to haunt old 
houses ; so called, it is conjeotured, from 
its protended dusky or tawny colour, in 
contradistinction to tho ^airy, from its 
faimm, 

Brownists. A religious sect, the 
depmdmuta, so called from their founder, 
Robert Brown, a Puritan, who lived at the 
end of the sixteenth century. 

Brown Study. A reverie; deep 
thought ; abstraction. It is said to be a 
oomipU<m of brow stndy, from the old 
German (man, brow; or an He- 

brew. 

BoWB^xit^ no-iprit. A huge spar 
lillica projeota ovnr the stem of a vessel, 
to earry it forward ; as a Mmalimle, its 
Jmgth^ idiould be two^thixds of the main- 


Bruit, bmte (French, A report; 
rumour; something noised abroad. 

Brunette, broo-net. A woman of a 
dark or swarthy complexion. The word is 
a diminutive form from tho French word 
dnm, brown, or bumed-Iooking. 

Brutum fulmen, broo-tum ful-mon 
(Latin, brutum fulmen)* Aloud but harm- 
less threatening. 

Buccaneer, bukkah-neor (French, hm- 
canter, a freebooter). A name given to 
the pirates who infested the coasts of the 
West Indies and South America, in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 

Bucolic, bu-kolik (Greek, boulcoUhos, 
belonging to oxen). A term applied to 
tastes ana pursuits of a pastoral tendency ; 
also a pastoral poem or song. 

Buddhist, bud-dist. A believer in 
tho doctrines of Buddha, the founder of a 
religion in Asia, who is supposed to have 
lived about a thousand years before Christ. 

Bude Light. An intense flame, pro- 
duced by tho union of tho carburetted 
hydrogen and oxygen gases; so named 
from having been invented Mr. Goldi- 
worthy Gurney, of Bude, in Cornwall. 

Budget, budj-ot , (French, bougelte, a 
bag). In parliamentary language, the 
annual proposition put forward by the 
Clumcellor of the Exchequer, in connection 
with the public revenue, comprehending a 
general view of tho national debt, income 
and expenditure, the imposition and re- 
mission of taxes, &c. 

Buffer (Irish, buffei% a boxer). A kind 
of cushion, fitted to the end of a railway 
carriage, in order to deaden the percussion 
of another carriage, or any opposing body. 

Buffo, buf-fo (Italian, buffo). The 
comic actor in an opera, hence buffoon, a 
low jester, a grimacer. 

Bugbear, bug-hare (Welsh, hwg, a 

oblin). A frightfuTobjeot ; any imaginaiy 

read ; false terror. 

Buhl-work, bul-wurk (from tho name 
of the inventor). Wood inlaid with metal, 
tortoise-shell, &c. 

Bulb (Latin, buXbue, a globular body), 
A term applied generally to round bodies ; 
in botany, the designation is especially 
applied to roots of a round form, as of 
onions, tulips, &c. 

Bulkheads. Partitions buflt ite in 
f^everal ports of a ship between two d^(9L 
either Iwgthwise or across, to form ana 
iie|>aTate'the tairlot» apartments. 
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BliU (Latin, UUla, a little roui^ oma- 
aoent or seal). In the Roman Catholic 
fhuroh, a letter, edict, or rescript of the 
/ope, published or transmitted to the 
churches over which he is the head, con- 
taining a decree, order, or decision. The 
bull is written on parchment, and provided 
with a leaden seat, or, on rare occasions, a 
seal of gold or of wax, hence the name of 
the instrument. 

Bull. A cant word used on the Stock 
Exchange, to denote a person who nomi- 
nally buys stock, for which he does not 
pay, but receives or pays the difference 
consequent upon the rise or fall of stock. 

Bulletin, bullet-oen (French, lulldin, 
a bill, a ticket). A letter with an official 
60 £d appended, and hence an official ac- 
count or statement. This word is a dimi- 
nutive of bulla, a little round ornament or 
amulet, worn about the necks of Roman 
children, and afterwards applied to a 
seal. 

Bulwark, bool-wurk (Teutonic, bolle, 
round ; loerk, work). A fortification ; fort ; 
secuiity ; railing round a ship's deck. 

Bumballiff (corruption from bound- 
bailiff). An under-baififf or subordinate 
civil officer, appointed to serve writs, and 
to mako arrests and executions, and bound 
with sureties for a faithful discharge of his 
trust. 

Bumboat (Welsh, bum, or bon, mean, 
insignificant). A small boat, used to carry 
provisions to vessels lying at a distance 
from shore. 

Bumper, bum-pur, A cup or glass 
filled to tho very brim, and usually called 
into requisition on festive and convivial 
occasions, to honour any favourite or 
special toast. This word is said to origi- 
nato as follows:— In Catholic countries tho 
Pope’s health used to bo toasted after 
dinner, in overflowing glasses, under tho 
apiiellation of bonpire (good father), hence 
the corruption of humfer. 

Bungalow, bungah-lo. An East 
Indian term for a house with a thatched 
roof. 

Bunkuxn, bunk-um. An Americaa< 
Ssm, signif^g on appeal to the vul^, or 
an inconsequential narration, promulgated 
with a view of creating politioM or literary 
capital. 

BuntlineB.^ Small lines made fast to 
Angles on bottom of the sails of a 
i^ip, their nae being to. trice up the bunt 
a aall to faoiUtate tbo 
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Bu 07, boy (French, bois, wood), A 
mass of wood, cork, or other light sub^ 
stance, moored and floating on the surfaoe 
of the water ; their uses bmng to mark out 
the place of a ship’s anchorage, or to point 
out dangers, and to direct navigators into 
tho safest channels. The word buoy is 
used in the figurative sense of supporting 
hopes and expectations, and keeping the 
spirits from sinking. 

Bureaucracy, buro-crassy (French, 
bureau, a desk). The centralisation of 
power, by making all tho bureaux, or de- 
partments of a Government, the mere 
instrument of one chief. 

Burglar, bur-glur (Saxon, hurJu a 
house. French, larron, a thief). One 
guilty of breaking into a house by night. 

Burke. To strangle or to suffocate by 3 
covering the mouth ; to put a sudden end « 
to, as to burhe a speech or purpose. Tlui t 
word owes its origin to a criminal of i^e ( 
name of Burke, who was concerned in the ^ 
murder of soveral persons in tho manner 
indicated. 

Burlesque, bur-losk (Italian, burlare, 
to ridicalo). A spocios of humour, which 
consists in forming together images which 
are highly discordant; a dramatic compo- 
sition, which generally selects some well- 
known tragedy or tale, and turns it into 
ridicule. 

Burletta, bur-lettah (Italian, hnrla, 
raillery). A light comic species of musiool 
drama. 

Bursar, bur-sar (Latin, bursa, a pouch). 

A student to whom an allowance is paid 
out of a burse, or fund appropriated to the 
maintenance of poor students. 

Bushmen (Dutch, men 

of tho wood). A name given by the Dutch 
colonists to several roving tnbes in the 
vicinity of the Capo of Good Hope. 

Buskin, bus-kin (Dutch, broselien). A 
kind of high shoe or ooot worn by the an- 
cient tragedians npon the stage, to give 
them a more heroic appearance. The word 
is used in a figurative sense to express 
tragedy. 

Bye-law. A partic^r law made by 
a corporation, company, or any other dis- 
tinct portion of the community, for the 
regulation of the affairs of its members, 
in §uoh of their relations as are not reached 
by the ordinary legal onaotments. 

Bsmal^ A stylo of dej^ 

tive art patrionised by the Ron^lLmir 
the Beat of ime empire waa 
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4ie Eaat. It is an engraftment of Oriental 

oiboration of detail upon classic forms, 
ending in their debasement 

C 

CabaL ka-bal. A small body of men 
secretly plotting for political advancement. 
In British history, one of the cabinets of 
Charles II., which consisted of five men 
famous for tlioir intrigues : -- Clifford, 
dshley, Buckingham, Arlington, and 
£aude.»dale-~the initial letters of whoso 
names form the word caJbal. 

Cabalistic, kabah-listik (Hebrew, 
Hhdt to receive). Relating to mysterious 
igency ; something that lias a hidden 
meaning. The word is derived from ca- 
')ala, a pretended secret science of ilie 
lewish rabbins, by which they could in- 
lierpret difficult passages of Scripture. 

Cabinet Council, kabby-net kown- 
lil. The confidential council of a sovereign 
jr executive magistrate. In England, it 
isually comprises the principal ministers 
}r members of the Cahtnetf and is con- 
mned, from time to time, as circumstances 
connected with home or foreign policy 
icmand. Cabinet is the diminutive of 
a very small apartment or private 

room. 

Cabinet Picture. A picture of a 
imall and generally a finished character, 
luitable to a smaU room, and for close 
ni^ection. 

Cable’s Xiength. The measure of 
>ne hundred and twenty fathoms. 

Caboose. kah>booz (German, Icohuse, 

\ little room). The kitchen or cook-room 
>f a ship ; in smaller vessels, the inclosed 
ireplaoe, hearth, or stove, for cooking on 
Jie main-deck. 

Cabriolet, kab-roo-lay (French, caJji- 
lofe, a goat-leap). A two-wheeled vehicle 
irawn % one horse, and carrying two pas- 
(engers and a driver. These, as well as 
remcles of a similar class having four 
vheels, are known under the contracted 
lame of ca&. 

Cachet, kash-a (French, cachet), A 
leal. XjeUret de ca^iet were, under the 
bucient French Government, warrants to 
^hicdi king’s private seal was appended, 
ind put in fOTce for the imprisenmeut of 
my one. They were abolished in 1790. 

Oaohixmation,kaohy-nay8hun (Latin, | 
nekmno, to laugh loudly). Loud and im- | 
moderate lafighter, { 


Caco^aphy, kak-kSggrafco (Greek, 
haJ:o8f bad ; grapho^ to write). Bad spelling. 

Cacophony, ka<koffenco (Greek, 
halos^ bad ; plwne, sound). A disagreeable 
and harsh sound of words ; a discordance 
or indistinctness of the voice. A fault of 
style, consisting in harsh and disagreeable 
sound produced by the mooting of two 
letters or syllables, or by the too frequent 
lepetition of tlie same letters or syllables. 

Cacoethes, kakko-cethiz (Greek, 
IcakoSy bad ; custom). In medicine, 
a bad habit of body ; in general parlance, 
an ill habit or inordinate propensity, as 
cacoeChes scribendi, an itch for scribbling or 
authorship. 

Cactus, kak-tus (Greek, lahtos, the ar- 
tichoke). A genus of succulent plants of 
very various and often grotesque forms, 
generally without leaves, having the stern 
and branches jointed, for the most part 
armed with pines in bundles, with which, 
in many species, bristles are intermixed. 

Cadaverous, ka-dawor-us (Latin, 
cadaver', a dead body). Appertaining to a 
dead body ; having a pale, death-like ap- 
pearance. The changes induced in a corpse 
by putrefaction are called cadaveric pne- 
nomeirn. 

Cadence, kay-dens (Latin, cadens, 
falling). In reading or sneaking, a cer- 
tain note is taken, which is the koy-noto 
on which most of worda oro pronoimcetl, 
and the fall of the voice below this is 
called cadence, in music, a pause or sus- 
pension at the end or an air, or at the 
termination of a proper chord. 

Cadet, kah-det (French, cadet, younger 
brother). The youngest or younger son of 
a family ; a gontlemau who serves in the 
army with a view c*t quahtying himself for 
the military prolessioa aua obtaining a 
commission; a youi^ mau attending a 
milita^ school. In Sronoo it was the al- 
most invariable custom for the younger 
son of good families to embrace the mili- 
tary profession, and henoe^ when he arrived 
at a suitable age, he beoume a cadet. 

Caduceus, JU-dowsuus. The fabled 
staff of Mercury^ whi« 2 h gave the god 
power to fly. It Is represented as a staff 
with two serpents twining about upwards, 
and at the top a pair of wings. This staff 
is used as a herald of peace, and was sup- 
posed to possess the power of bestowing 
happiness and Hohes healing the sick, 
raisiz^ the dead» ana summoning sphiti 
from the lower world. 
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€}e9Stira» se-sura (£<atiti, emura^ a divi- 
•ion). Tho separation or pause which is 
mode in the body of a verse in utterance, 
dividing the line, as it were, into two 
members. The most advantageous posi- 
tion for the cresura is generally after the 
fourth, fifth, or sixth syllable, although it 
does occasionally take place after tbo third 
or the seventh. 

Cafdy kaf-fay (French, cof^). A coffee- 
house. 

Caffeine, kaf-fayin. A pecidiar prin- 
ciple of mild, bitter taste, ontained from 
coffoe or tea. 

Caftan, kaf-tan. A Turkish or Persian 
robe or vestment. 

Cairn, kaym. A name given to a heap 
of stones, common in Great Britain, par- 
ticularly in Scotland and Wales, generally 
of a conical form and covered with a fiat 
etone. Cairns were anciently used, by 
way of monuments, over the ashes of the 
great and illustrious : the word is of Coltio 
origin. 

Caisson, kay-soon (French, caisson, a 
chest). A wooden chest, into which bombs 
or gunpowder aro put, and placed under 
ground in such a manner as to explode at 
a certain moment. 

Caitiff, kay-tiff (Italian, catlivo, a slave). 
A base fellow ; a mean, despicable villaiu. 

Cajole, kah-jole (French, cajoler, to 
coax). To influence or delude by fl.attory ; 
to whoedlo over by specious representations. 

CalabaBh, kalla-bash. A light vessel 
formed of the shell of the fmt of the 
calabash- tree emptied and dried; a popular 
name for the gourd plant. 

Calamity, kah-lammy-ty. Any sudden 
and unexpected misfortune ; a condition 
of things involving great distress. The 
term is derived from a storm which de- 
stroys tho harvest by breaking {calanios) 
the stalks of com. 

Cadoination, kalsy-nayshun (Latin, 
eaUi, chalk or lime ; cineraceous, ashy). A 
kind of burning, from which latter pro- 
cess it differs in the action of tho fire 
being prolonged; as bones heated in a 
covered vessel until they become black 
aro termed burnt bones; but when, by the 
further operation of heat with contact of 
air, they become white, they aro termed 
caleinm bones, 

C^OttlUB, kal-kewlus (Latin, calcnins, 
a little stone). A tmm applied to hard or 
•tony Bubstanees which form in tho body. 


In mathematics, tho diffet'enival caleulut la 
the finding an infinitely small quantity, 
which, being taken an infinite number oi 
times, shall be equal to a given quantity. 

Caledonian, Kally-done-yan {Cale^ 
donia, the ancient name for Scotland), 
llolating to Scotland. 

Calendar, kolen-diir (Greek, i&afeo, to 
call). A register of the year, in whioh the 
mouths, weeks, and days, festivals and 
holidays, and stated times, are raarkod. 
A calendar month is a month consisting of 
cither thirty or thirty-one days, with the 
exception of February, and is distinguished 
from lunar month. 

Calends, kol-ends (Greek, haXeo, to 
call). With the Homans, the first days of 
tho month so named ; because, on thosa 
days, it was customa^ to call cUovd or 
proclaim the number of holidays in each 
month. 

Calibre, kal-ebur (French, calibre, boro 
of a gun). Tho bore or size of the bore of 
a gun ; the diameter of a body ; figura- 
tively used to denote mental capacity. 

Caligrapby, kallig-raffy (Greek, 
halos, beautiful ; r/rapho, to write). Ele- 
gant penmanship ; a neat and regular style 
of writing. 

Calipash and Calapee. In cookery, 
terms used to denote tno shell and the 
flesh of the turtle. 

Calisthenics, kallis-theniks (Greek, 
halos, beauty ; sthenos, strength). A course 
of bodily exercises, designed to promote 
gi’ace of movement and stoength of frame. 

Call of the House. A parliamentary 
term for an imperative call or summons 
sent to every member of Parliament to 
attend at his placd in the House. 

Oallosity,kal-lossy-ty (Latin, callositai, 
hardness). An unusual hardness of the 
skin, as a com. 

Callous, kal-lus (Latin, callus, liar- 
denevl). Hardened; insensible; unfeeling. 

Callow, kal-lo (Latin, calvus, bare). 
Unfledged ; naked ; Without feathers. 

Calomel, kalo-mel (Greek, halos, fair j 
melos, black). A medicinal preparation of 
mercury, sublimated so as to render it 
more gentle in its operation. 

Caloric, kal-lorik (Latin, ewfor, hetit). 
A philosophical term applied to thatagoney 
which produces the phonomona of heat 
and combustion ; that fluid or oondititHt 
which is diffused through all bodies. 
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Oalotype^ kalo-type (Greek, halos^ 
; tpposj type). The name given 
)y tbe inventor to the producing of pic- 
tures on paper, or other surface.!, by the 
igency of Hglit. See Daguerreotype, 
Pliotography, &c. 

Calumet, kal-umet. A kind of pipe, 
the bowl of which is usually made of red, 
soft marble, and the tube of a reed oma- 
nentod with feathers. It is used by cer- 
bain Indian tribes as the ensign of peace, 
ind corresponds to the European flag of 
truco. This pipe affords a pass and safe 
Bonduct among all the allies of the nation ; 
and, in embassies, the ambassador carries 
it as an emblem of peace. 

Calumuiate, knl-lumnyate (Latin, 
oXwnmior, to slander). To accuso falsely ; 
bo danger; to chargo with cr.mo or dis- 
honourable conduct, with a t.ew of tar- 
Bisbrng or destroying reputatim. 

Calvary, kalva-ry (Latin, ^ calvaria^ 
a skull; from calvus, bald). The place 
where Christ was crucified ; the name 
denoting a place of skulls, in heraldry, 
a cross so called set upon steps. 

Calvinism, kalvin-izm. A system 
ff religious doctrine and churoh govern- 
ment taught by John Calvin, and main- 
4 ained by his lollowors. tenets of 

this system are embraced in five points, — 
namely, predestination, par'^acular redemp- 
tion, total depravity, irr 4 .inBtibl 0 gmee, 
and the certain persoveran of the saints. 
The great leading princlpl*.<} of the system, 
hpwpyer, are tbe absolute decrees of God, 
iho spiritual presence uf Cmist in the 
Eucharist, and the independence of the 
Church. 

Calyx, ka-liks (Greet, halyx, a cover- 
ing). A term used in Beoany, to designate 
the external covering of flower, generally 
resembling the leaves involour and toxturo. 

Cambist, kam-bist i Latin, camlio, to 
exchange). A name vven to tlvose wdio 
tmde in notes and bilJu of exchange ; also 
AwUed to a book whkn treats of ihe notes 

exchange, and th# ««quivalent values of 
Iffer^t moneys. 

. dam'badUui, kp^i^oreean (Camhna, the 
IS^eiouti^ame of th«;prmcinahty of Wales). 
A native of Walen m so called. 

Caxp. 0 llia» kaq-meel-yah. A genus of 
beautiw floworihg evergreen shrubs, 
natives of Chit^ and Japan, and pro- 
ducing a rosed^e flower, highly prized and 
worn in the ^jair or about the person on 
partioulai,* oA^asions. The name is ^von 
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in honour of G. J# Kamel, or Camelius, a 
Jesuit. 

Cameo, kammy-o (Italian, cameo). A 
term usually appliod to gems or stones 
upon which figures are carved in relief. 
The name orif^nates from camaJmia, the 
Oriental term for tho onyx. 

Camera Xiucida, kammy-rah lu-.seda 
(Latin, camera^ a chamber ; lucuhiy light). 
An optical instrument used for tracing 
landscapes from nature, and for copying 
drawings ; also for the puq»oso of causing 
any object to appear on tho wall in a light 
room, either by day or night. 

Camera Obscura, kammy-rah ob- 
skewra (Latin, camera, chamber; ohscura, 
dark). An optical instrument for throw- 
ing tho images of external objects on to a 
screen in a darkened chamber or box. 

Campaign, kam-pain (Latin, campus, 
a plain). A larp open, level tract of 
ground without hills ; the time an army is 
actively engaged in war, or keeps the ffeld 
without entering into quarters. 

C amp anolo gy. kampah-nollojy). 
(Latin, campam, a boll). The art of 
ringing bolls. The science which teaches 
tho various powers and sounds of bells. 

Camphine, kam-feen. A spirit for 
burning in lamps, said to consist of oil ol 
turpentine, wi^ a species of naphtha. 

Canaille, kan-naih (French, canaille, 
rabble). Tho lowest of tho people; tho 
mob ; tho class commonly known as •roughs. 

Canard, kan-ard (French, ccumrd). A 
hoax ; an idlo rumour ; a report ; a more 
invention. 

Candelabrum, kandel-ahbmm (Latin, 
candelabrum.) A branched candlestick ; u 
tall stand or support for lamps. 

Candlemas, kandl-mas (compound of 
candle and iiias.<). A Boman Catholic fes- 
tival, celebrated on tho 2nd of February, 
in honour of tho purification of tho Virgin 
Mary, and so called from tho larg-e num- 
ber of lights or used on the occasion. 

Cane 8 oent,kah-nesBent(Latm,ca».es 0 o, 
to grow hoary). Growing white or hoary. 

Canioular, kah-nikowlar (Latin, 
eanicula, a little dog). Belonging to the 
dog-days, which in our almanacks occupy 
tho time from July 3rd to August 11th. 

Canine, kah-nine (Latin, canintts, rela- 
ting to a dog). Belonging to or having the 
qu^ties or nature of a dog. Canine teeth 
are two sharp-odged teeth in each jaw, one 
on either side. 
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Canister. A name applied to miislrei/ 
balls, stones, scraps of iron, &o., put into 
cases and shot out of mortars. 

Cannel Coal, kan-nol kole. A species 
of coal which has obtained its name from 
the bright ilame uninixed with smoke 
which it yields during combustion ; candle 
being pronounced cannel, in the locality 
whore the coal is found, tt is sufficiently 
solid to be cut and polished, and worked 
into trinkets and ornaments. 

Cannibal, kan-ny-bal. A human being 
who eats human flesh. 

Canny, kan-ne. A word of common 
use in Scotland, signifying cautious, in- 
offensive ; and in some parts of the North 
of England, a frequent expression, applied 
to a nice, neat, and housewifely woman ; 
also, sometimes for a clever or shrewd per- 
son. It may be referred, perhaps, to cunr 
ninff, intelligent, knowing ; or from Saxon, 
cmnan, whence our old verb can, to know. 

Canoe, kan-noo. An Indian boat, 
made of the trunk of a tree hollowed ; or 
sometimes, from pieces of bark fastened 
together. 

Canon, kan-uu (Greek, Jeanon^^ a nile, 
a precept). An established doctrine, law, 
or rule ; a code of ecclesiastical laws. In 
the Church of England, a person in pos- 
session of a prebond or revenue, for the 
performance of cathedral (c/tawfiw (7) service. 
Tho canons of critiewn are certain prin- 
ciples which regulate the judgment given 
upon works of art, literary performances, 
&c. 

Canonical, kah-nonny-kal (Greek, 
hanonikos). According to, or included in 
the canon. Canonical hours are stated 
times set apart for the several offices of tho 
Church. Canonkais, a term applied to the 
full dress of a clergyman. 

Canonization, kano-nozayshun. Tho 
act or ceremony of declaring a deceased 
person a saint. 

Cant, kant (Latin, canto, to sing). A 
winning, affected manner of speaking ; pre- 
tensions to goodness ; a word or phrase, 
hackneyed, corrupt, or peculiar to some 
profession ; in a general sense, slang. 

C^tata*, kanta^tah (Italian, cantata). 
A piece of music for one, two, or more 
voices, chiefly intended for a single vedeo 
with a thorough bass. 

Cantatrioe, cantah-treech. A song- 
stress; a female singer. 

Canteen, kan-teen (French, cantine. a 
bottlsH^aso}. A small vessel made of tin- 


plate or wood, in which soldiei-R, when on 
their march or inth© field, carry thoir liquor; 
also, the name of a tavern, attached to a 
camp or barrack. 

Canter, kant-ur. A slow gallop, slower 
than a trot ; a person who endeavours to 
make tho world believe that he is pipus, by 
a whining voice, and the semblance of 
religion. This word is supposed to be 
associated with Canterhury, 

Canterbury Tale. A term denoting 
any exaggerated or improbable stoiy, so 
called from Chaucer’s Canierhur^y Tales. 

Canticle, kan-ty-kul (Latin, canto, to 
sing). A song, applied to some hymn in 
Scripture, and usod in the plural to signify 
Solomon’s Song. 

Canto, kan-to (Italian, canto, a song). 
Used to denote the division of a poem, 
otherwise called a book.^’ In music, tho 
treble, or higher part of a piooo. 

Canton, kan-ton (French, canton). 
Division of a country, as tho Swiss cantons, 
governed by its own chief and magistrates ; 
a small community or clan ; a division or 
parcel of land. In heraldry, a small square 
which occupies only a comer of a shield. 

Cantonment, kan-tunment (French, 
canto nnement). Tho detachment and q\iar- 
tering of troops in a town or village, an^f 
made to bo as near as possible to each other. 

Canzonet, kan-zo-net (Italian, canzo- 
netta). A little song in ono, two, or threo 
I)ai’ts. 

Qaoutchouc, kah-oot-chook. The ve- 
getable substance, India-rubber, and gum- 
olastic. It is the juice of a South Ameri- 
can tree, made to 0020 from incisions, and 
thickened by exposure to the atmosphere. 

Cap of Maintenance. Ono of tho 
insignia of state, carried before tho 
sovereigns of England at their coronation ; 
and also before the mayors of some cities. 

Cap-a-pie, kap-ah-poai (French, cap~> 
dr-pie). From head to foot ; usually applied 
to a person who is armed or attirod in a 
warlike fashion. 

Caparison, kah-parry-zun (Spanish, 
capwrazon). Tne dress or trappings of a 
horse; the clothing or covenng spread 
over any horse of state. 

Cape (Latip, a head). In geo- 
graphy, a headland or projecting portion 
of the ooast. It sometimes terminates in an 
acute angle, and is then called a mint. It 
the projecting portion is small ana low, the 
affix ?iess is employed in Englandi asin suoh 
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j&rmt a« Bungoness^ SheerneBs; and in 
Scotland^ that of mull, as the mull of Gallo> 
my. 

Oapety kah>pai. The name of the 
Founder of the Capet dynasty of French 
prinoos. He is said to have been of low 
or^n, and to have usurped the throne in 
the tenth century. On the accession of 
the house of Bourbon, the name of Capet 
was either given to them, or taken by them ; 
thui^ all the processes in the trial of 
Louis XVI. were made against Louis Capet. 

Capiaa. kay>peeas fLatin, camb, to 
take). In law, a writ or two kinds ; one 
before judgment, termed capias ad responr^ 
denduMf in on action personal, if the sheriff, 
upon the first wiit of distress, return that 
ho has no effects in his jurisdiction ; the 
other is a writ of execution after judgment, 
termed capias ad satit^cLciendum, in which 
the sheriff is oommanded to take the body 
in execution. 

Capillary, kap-illah-ry (Latin, capil- 
larijtf relating to the hair). JElesombling 
a luur ; small, minute. Capillary attraction 
is the power by which a liquid ascends in 
the interior of a capillary tube— -or tube 
of small bore— above the surface of the 
liquid which surrounds it. 

Capitalist, kappit-a-list. A person 
possessed of large property ; one who has 
a considorable capitm sunk in trade, or 
advanced in speculation. 

Capitol, kappy-tol (Latin, capiiolium). 
The temple of Jupiter, built upon the 
Tarpeian rock at Rome. Here the senate 
assembled, and in this temple they made 
their vows, and took the oaths of allegiance. 

Capitulate, kap-ittuJate (Latin, capwt, 
the head): To yield or surrender on cer- 
tain stipulations ; to draw out a document 
in heads or articles. 

Caponierd, kappo-neer (French, capo- 
nieH). In fortin cation, a passage from one 
part of a work to another, protected by a 
parapet. 

Ca^riooio, kah-pritsh-eo (Italian, 
eapnceie, fancy). In music, applied to 
passages where the composer indulges his 
fancy, without being bound to keys or 
moods. Perhaps from the Latin, caper, 
a goat 

Caprioeu kah-preese (Italian, capneem, 
whim). Suaden or unreasonable change of 
mind or humour ; freak ; fhney ; whim. 

CaprioorzLkapiy-kawm (Latin, capri- 

**‘^**^ a# iliA tnralve 


signs of the zodiac, represented in the form 
of a goat ; it is the first of the winter, and 
fourtn of the southern signs. 

Capriole, kap-reole (French, ealrioU'). 
That kind of leap which a horse makes m 
the same place without advancing. 

Capstan, kap-stan (French, cahestan). 
A large piece of timber in tho shape of a 
cone, usually placed behind the windlass 
of a ship, to weigh anchors, hoist uj) or 
strike down top-masts, strain ropes, or 
heave any heavy, bulky thing on board 
ship. 

Capsule, kap-sule (Latin, capsular a 
small receiver or case). A term applied in 
botany, to a membranous or woody seed- 
vessel, internally consisting of one or more 
cells, splitting into sovoml valves, and 
sometimes discharging its contents through 
pores or orifices, or filling out entire with 
tho seed. 

Caption, kap-shun (Latin, captio). In 
Engli^ law, a certificate subscribed by 
commissioners in chancery, declaring when 
and where the commission was executed. 
In Scotch law, a writ issued commanding 
the apprehension of a debtor. Peers and 
married women are secured against per- 
sonal execution by caption upon civil debts. 

Captious, kap-shus (Latin, captiosus, 
sophistical). Snarling; easily provoked; 
given to quarrelling. 

Caput Mortuum. kap-ut mor-tewum 
fLatin, caput, the heaa ; mortuum, death). 
A fanciful term, formerly used to denote 
the remains in a retort after distillation, or 
drying. It is now called Hesuluum. Figu- 
rauvdy used to imply anything worthless. 

Caracole, karra-kole (French, caracole). 
In horsemanship, an oblique movement of 
a horse, tread out in half-rounds, changing 
from one side to the other without observ- 
ing a regular ground ; also, the half-turn 
which a horseman takes after his discharge, 
to pass from front to rear. 

Carat, kar-at (Fi‘onch, eafrat). A term 
used in a relative sense to express the fine- 
ness of gold. It means the Wenty-fourth 
part of any given weight of that metal, or 
of its alloy. If such a weight be pure 
^Id, it is said to be 24 carats fine ; if tlmee- 
lourths only be gold, it is 18 oarats fine. 
The diamond carat, however, is a definite 
weight, equal to 3|th troy grains ; and the 
pearl carat equal to four-fifths of a troy 
grain. ■ 

Caravan, karrah-van (Spanish, cara- 
vana\ A company of merchants, oi 
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pilgrims, in the JSast, who travol in an 
organitted body through the deserts, 

Oaravansary, karrah - vansaree 
(Sianish, caravana). A largo building in 
the East, which serves as a kind of inn for 
caravans of travellers. The building usually 
forms a square, in the middle of which is 
a spacious court, and under the arches or 
piazzas that surround it, there runs a bank 
raised some few feet from the ground, 
where the merchants and travellers take 
up their lodgings, the beasts of burden 
being tied to the foot of the bank. 

Carbine, kar-byne (French, carahtne\ 
A short gun carrying a ball 24 to the pound, 
borne by light horsemen. 

Carbon, kor-bun (Latin, carlo, coal). 
The pure, inflammable part of charcoal, free 
from all the hydrogen and earthy particles 
which charcoal usually contains. 

Carbonate, karbun>at. A salt formed 
by the combination of carbonic acid with 
different bases, as carbonate of copper, &c. 

Carbonic Acid, kar-bonlk as-sid. A 
compound of carbon and oxygen, called 
also fixed air. It is gaseous, colourless, 
and cannot support respiration or combus- 
tion. 

Carboy, kar-boy. A large glass or 
bottle cased in basket-work, generally em- 
ployed for holding vitriol and other acids. 

Carcass, kar-kas. In building, the 
shell of a house before it is lathed or plas- 
tered, or the flooring laid down. 

Cardiac, kar-doeak (Greek, kardia, the 
heait). Belonging to the heart. 

Cardinal Numbers. These are the 
numbers, 99ie, two, three, &c. ; in distinction 
from Jirst, second, third, Ac., which aro 
ordinal numbers. 

Cardinal Points. Tlio four points or 
divisions of the horizon ; namely. North, 
South, East, and West. 

Cardinal Virtues. These are fre- 
quently alluded to as the four cardinal 
virtues;” namely, prudence, temperance, 
justice, and fortituae. 

Cardinal Winds, are those winds 
which blow from the cardinal points. 

Careen, ka-reen (French, carener). 
To heave or lay a vessel on one side for the 
purpose of repairing. 

Carets kay-ret Qjatin). A mark (A) 
used in writing, and placed where some 
word has been omittea, which is inserted 
®ithoi‘ ftbore th© wpt qr la 


Caricature (Italian, caricatura). The 
repi*oseiLtation of a person or circumstance 
hi such a manner as to render the oiiginal 
ridiculous. 

Caries, ka-ro-es (Ijatin, caries). A 
term used to designate the ulceration of a 
bone, or that state of a bone which is 
analogous to ulceration of the soft parts. 

Carminative, kar-minnab-tiv (Latin, 
carmen, a charm). A specific which allays 
spasmodic affections, and dispels flatulence. 

Carnage, kar-naje ^French, camaffe). 
Great slaughter; considerable bloodshed, 
without distinction of persons. 

Carnival, kar-ny-v^l (Italian, carna* 
vale). A season of roveliy and feasting 
observed in Roman Catholic countries, just 
previous to Lent. 

Carnivorous, kar-niwor-us (Latin, 
earnis, flesh ; voro, to devour). Flesh 
devouring ; applied to animals which feed 
on flesh. 

Carotid, kah-rottid (Greek, haroo, to 
cause sleep). The term applied to au 
artery on each side of the neck. Its name 
is derived from the supposition of the 
anciently that an increased flow of blood to 
the head caused sleep. 

Carousal, kah-rowzal. A festival ; a 
revel ; a noisy drinking bout. Somo autho- 
rities derive this word from the Italian, 
carricello, a chariot ; an entertainment con< 
sisting originally of a contest of chariots and 
horses, and afterwards used to denote, what 
is now understood as a carousal, 

Carpology. car-polo-jy (Greek, hii'pos, 
fruit ; loaos, a discourse). In botany, that 
branch the science which treats of finiits. 

Cairneorm, kaym-gorm. A species of 
quartz, ot various colours and sizes, found 
on Cairngorm, a moimtain of Scotland, 
belonging to the Grampian Hills. Tho 
cairngorm aro also called Scotch pebbles, 
and are used for seals, brooches, and other 
trinkets. 

Carrion, karry-im (Latin, caro, earrns, 
dead flesh). The putfid carcass of animals ; 
flesh 80 corrupted as to bo unfit for food. 

Carte, kart french, carte). A bill of 
fare; a list of the various dishes prepared 
for a repast. 

Carte Blanche, kart blansh (French, 
carte blancke)» A blank paper with a sig- 
nature only attached, and, if necessary, 
sealed by the jiarty against whom it is to 
be used, in order that it may be filled up 
with such conditions as tqay b© thought 
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K ar bertha party to whom it ia delivered. 

term ia jaku> imed in a general sense, to 
Imply unrestricted authority granted to a 
person, to bo used according to liis own 
pleasure and discretion ; also, an order to 
disburse money, or incur responsibilities, 
Without any limit being set by the person 
on whose behalf the transactions are under- 
taken. 

Cartel, kar-tel (Spanish, cartello). An 
agreement between two belligerent states 
for the exchange of their prisoners of war ; 
also a written challenge to fight a duel. 

Cartilage,karty-lidj (Latin, cartilage). 
A smooth, elastic, glistening substance, 
softer than bone and harder than muscle, 
commonly called gristle. 

Cartoon, kar-toon (Italian, eartone). 
Tn painting, a design dravm on thick paper, 
to be afterwards traced through, and trans- 
ferred on to the fresh plaster of a wall, to 
be painted in fresco. 

Case, (Latin, casus ^ a falling). Literally, 
that which falls ; hence an event or state of 
things which are sometimes alluded to as 
having fallen** upon a certain dajr. In 
gr^mar, case denotes the variation in 
writing and sneaking, expressing the rela- 
tion in which it stands to somo other part 
•f the sentence. 

Case-hardening. A method of pre- 
paring iron and making it hard, so as to 
render it capable of resisting any edged 
tool. 

Caseine,kny*se-in. One of the impor- 
tant elements of animal nutrition ; found 
in milk, in the seeds of leguminous plants, 
&o. 

Casemate, kaso<mato (Italian, 
maita). In fortification, a vault of mason’s 
work in the flank of a bastion, scr^ung as 
a battery to defend tho oj;>posite bastion 
and ditch. 

CastaUan,kas-taIo-yan. Portnlningto 
COstalia, a fountain of Pamassus, sacred 
to the Muses. Tho waters of this fountain 
were fabled to have the ^wer of inspiring 
chote who drunk thorn \nth the true lire of 
poirtiry. 

Castanet, kastah-net (Spanish, casta- 
ndaf. An instrument form^ of concave 
BheliR, ivoiT, or bard wood, fastened to the 
Sugars, and sounded tothe time of a dance 
ir song. 

Caste, kaat. A name for - the tribes of 
different employments, into which ihe 
Sindoos are separated (N^da88lfied, through 
’aooessive generations; ooUoqtiially, the 


term is used among us to imply statioi: 
in life, or social position, so that a person 
who commits any disreputable action is 
commonly said to have lost caste^ 

Cast-iron. The iron as it is extracted 
from the* ores, being cast in a species of 
moulds; called also pig-irm, and cast 
metal. 

Casting Vote. The vote of a person 
who presides over an assembly, or coun'*.jl, 
whore tho votes generally are the same on 
either side, and that of tho president de- 
cides the matter at issue. 

Casuistry, kazhu-istry (Latin, casus, an 
event). The doctrine or science of con- 
science ; or the doctrine of resolving cases 
of doubtful propriety, and determining the 
lawfulness or unlawfulness of certain acts 
and opinions, by tho application of rules 
from Scripture, laws from society, or from 
equity and natural reason. 

Casus Belli, kay-zus bel-le (Latin, 
casus belli). Tho cause of war ; a plea for 
making war. 

Catal;>aptists, kattah-baptists (Greek, 
iEato, against; to baptise). Atoi’in 

used to denote those who oppose infant 
baptism, ot deny the necessity of baptism 
at all. 

Catacomb, kattah-kome (Greek, Isata, 
against ; hjmbos, a hollow place). A grotto, 
cave, or suHcrraneoiis place, for the burial 
of the dead. 

Catafalq.u.e, kattah-fqlk (Italian, cola- 
falco). A scaffold, or temporary stinicture 
of carpentry, decorated with painting and 
sculpture, representing a tomb, and' used 
in funeral ceremonies. 

Catalectic, kattah-lektik (Gi’eok, lata- 
lehtikos, deficient). In classic poetry, a 
verse deficient of ono syllabi© of its proper 
length. 

Catalepsy, kattah-lopse (Greek, lata- 
lambano, to seize). A milder form of apo- 
plexy or epilepsy.. It consists in a total 
suspension of sensibility and voluntary 
motion, and generally also of mental power, 
the pulsation of the heart and breathing 
continuing ; the muscles remaining flexible, 
the body yielding to and retaining any 
giten position. 

Catalogue, kattah-log (Greek, latii, 
down ; logos, word). An enumeration or 
list of men orthings metbodioally ormnged. 
CiiMlfmie raisosmS, is a catalogue of books 
classified c^oording W their Subjects. 
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GataplasiUy katfih-plajsm (Grook, 
katOi, against; plasso, to form). A soft, 
mibiiit applicaidon ; a poultice. 

Catamaran, katah-ma-ran. A species 
of light boat which the ancient Egyptians 
used for crossing the Nile or floating on its 
waters ; it is constructed of the humblest 
materials, and bound together as a sheaf. 
Also the name of a floating battery, with 
an apparatus for blowing up ships. 

Cataract, katah-rakt (Greek, hata, 
against ; rasso, to dash). A great fall of 
water over a precipice ; a disease of tho 
eye from tho opacity of the lens or pupil. 

Catarrh., kah-tar (Greek, I'afa^ down ; 
rJieo, to flow). A term for a cold in the 
head, or on “the chest ; it is usually accom- 
panied by a discharge from the nostrils. 

Catastrophe, kat-astrofee (Greek, 
hita, against; strophe^ a turning). A final 
event or conclusion ; tho tonnination of a 
dramatic plot ; misiortuno ; disaster. 

Catcall. A small squeaking instru- 
ment, formerly used to convey disappro- 
bation in theatres ; tho peculiar noises still 
made by tho fro(iuenters of tho gallorios 
go by the same name. 

Catch. A musical composition of a 
humorous kind, arranged for throe or four 
voices, with as many verses or couplets as 
there are parts. The catch is so contrived, 
that a meaning is given to the lines alto- 
gether different from that which ap- 
pears when they are read in an ordinary 
manner. 

Catchpenny. A low-priced pamphlet 
or other publication, which practises on 
popular credulity for tho purpose of ex- 
torting money. 

Catch-word. A word formerly placed 
at the bottom of a page, intended as tho 
leading one of the page succeeding. 

Catechism, katty-kizm (Greek, Jeata^ 
against; ecA«o, to sound). A form of 
instruction by means of question and an- 
swer. In its primary sense, an induction 
into the prinohdes of the Christian re- 
ligion, deuverea by word of mouth, and 
so as to necessitate frequent repetitions 
from tho disciple or hearer of what has been 
uttered. 

Category, katty-gorry (Greek, 
against ; agora, a discourse). In lo^c, a 
system or assemblage of all the beings 
under one kind or genus; in a genem 
sense an arrangement of persons, things, 
ideas, kQ., into classes. 


Cater, kay-tur (French, acheter, to buy). 
To provide food ; to purchase provisions , 
to procure for other persons. 

Cater-cousin, kay-tur kuz-in. A per- 
son related to another by blood in a remote 
degree ; the woril is a coiruption of quafre- 
cousin ; it is used conventionally to denote 
close intimacy from friendship. 

Cates, kates (Bolgic, Icatler). Dainty 
and delicious food ; cakes ; rich dishes. 

Cathartic, ka-thartik (Greek, hatlMHcs, 
a scavenger). Purgative ; applied to medi- 
cines of an active and aperient nature. 

Catholic, katho-lik (Greek, haia, tc- 
forring to; fiolos, the whole). Pertaining 
to tho Poman Catholic Church ; the word 
in a general sense moans universal; em- 
bracing tho whole ; comprehensive ; unre- 
stricted. Thus, a person who entertains a 
subject in a liberal and comprohonsivo 
manner, is said to exorcise a catholic s^iHL 

Cat’s-paw. Among seamen, a light air 
percoivea in a calm by rippling on tho 
surface of the water; conventionally^, a 
person who does something for a principal 
which he is ashamed or afraid of doing 
himself. 

Caucasian, kaw-kayzh-yan. Pertain- 
ing to Caucasus, a celebrated mountain 
range between the Euxine and Caspian 
Seas. The Caucasian race forms one of the 
five principal varieties of mankind, to 
which the nations of Europe and some of 
tho western Asiatics belong. In this class 
the head is almost round, and of the most 
symmetrical shape ; the cheek-bones with- 
out any projection ; tho face oval ; and the 
features moderately prominent. 

Caudal, kaw-dal (Latin, cauda, a tail). 
Pertaining to tho tail, as the caudal flu Oi 
a fish ; also, the thread which terminates 
the seed of a plant. 

Caul, kawl (Latin, caula), A membranf 
found on tho heads of some newly-born 
children. It is vulgarly supposed that any 
individual having a child’s caul upon hifi 
person, cannot be 'frowned ; hence cauls 
are frequently advertisedforbysuperstitious 
persons, and high prices given for them. 

Caulking, kaw-king. In nautical lan- 
guage, the repairing of a ship by forcing 
oakum or other matter into tho seams of 
the planks, and afterwards applying a 
mixture of tallow and pitch, or tar. 

Causality, kaw-zality. Agensby of a 
cause. In phrenology, tho TSaotilty of 
ti^cing effects to causes. ♦ 
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CatUttCi taiw-«tik (OPBdt, haio, to 
owm). ; hot ; acting like fire. 

Lmar cawtie, nitrate of silver used for a 
•onysive. In a figurative sense, stinging, 
cutUng, pungent ; as a caustic speech. 

Cauterize^ kawtur-ize (Greek, laio, to 
bw). To bum or sear with a hot iron, or 
with caustic. 

Cavalier, kavah-leor (Greek, lahalles, 
a horse on which loads are thrown). An 
amed horseman ; a knight ; a gay, sprightly 
mmtary mai^ a term applied to the 
adherents of Cliarles I. In fortification, a 
work raised within the body of a place, 
above the othor works. 

Oav^erly,kavah-loorly. Disdainfully; 
haughtily ; in the manner of a cavalier. 

Cavalry, kaval-re (Greek, lahalles). 
Militory horsomou. This branch of the 
service is divided into light and heavy 
cavalry, being armed and mounted accord- 
togly. A regiment of cavalry is divided 
into four squadrons, and each of these 
into two troops. 

^ Cavatina, kavah-teenah (Italian, cava- 
luut). A short air without a return or 
second part, which is sometimes relieved 
ly a recitative. 


Caveat, kawe-at (Latin caveat, let 
him beware). In common law, a term 
denoting a formal notice or caution to stop 
; also, an intimation or notice 
of intention to apply for a patent for some 
invention. 

Caviare, kav-yare (German, laviar). 
A food prepared from the roes of certain 
fish, especWIy that of the sturgoon, salted ; 
w 18 consumed in large quantities in 
Russia* 

Cayil,kav*il (Latin, cavillor, to satirise). 
To raise captious or futile objections. 

Caw, kaw (formed from the sound). 
To make a noise like a rook, raven, or 
carow. " 

Cayenne Pepper, kay-yon pep-per. 
A very pungent pepper, obtained from the 
of several species of the capsicum ; 

' which originaliy came from Cayenne, in 
South America. 

CedCL seed (Latin, cede, to yield). To 
give up to another ; to yield ; to relinquish 
possession. 

Cedilla, se-dillah (French, eedilU), A 
placed under the letter c 
(tbos, to denote when that letter is to 
soft; a is chiefly used in 


> Colibacy, solly-ba-se (Latin, ecU^ a 
. bachelor). Single life; unmarried state, 
i The clergy of the Church of Rome are 
, obliged to conform to celibacy* 

Cellular Tissue, soll-lowlar tis-shu 
» (Latin, cellula, a little cell). The olastie 
. connecting tissue of the various parts of 
animal and vegetable bodies, consisting of 
cellules or vesicles of various figures ad- 
hering together in masses. 

Celtic, sel-tik. Pertaining to the Celts, 
or early inhabitants of Britain, Gaul, Spain, 
and the south and west of Europe. 

Cemetery, semmy-tore (Greek, ^dmai, 
to be dead ). A place sot apait for the inter- 
ment of the dead. ^ 

Cenotaph, seno-taf (Greek, hemt, 
empty ; tuphos, a sepulchre). A monit- 
mout erected to the memory of a person, 
whoso remains lie buried in another place ; 
such are the majority of the monuments in 
Westminster Abbey. 

Censer, sen-sur (French, meemoir, per- 
fuming pan). The pan or vessel in wmoh 
mccuse is burned* 

Censor, sen-sor (Latin, cengor). In 
Rome, a magistrate who corrects the 
morals and manners of the people ; hence, 
a person who undertakes to correct others 
IS so called. 

Census, son-sus (Latin, censtu). An 
enumeration of the inhabitants of a 
country taken by Government authority. 
In Great Britain a census of the popula- 
tion is taken every ton years. 

Cent, sent (Latin, centum, a hundred). 
In commerce, a term used to express the 
profit or loss, per hundred, arising from 
tho sale of any commodity, the rate of 
commission, exchange, the interest of 
money, &c. ; as 10 per cent, is the tenth 
part of a hundred, 20 per cent, the fifth 
part, and so on. Cent is also the name of 
a copper coin of the United StatesL of the 
value of one hundredth -part of a dollar, and 
answoiing very nearly to tho English half- 
penny. ® 

Centaur, sen-taur. In mythology, a 
fabulous monster, depicted as ha6 a 
man and h^f a horse; it also represents 
SoZoS*' the signs of 

Contenarian, sonty-naroan (Latin. 
ceiUuni, a hunted). A person whohu 
attained one hundred years. 

Centennial, sent-enny-ol (Latin, 

Con»i«(&g of a l»ua*sd 

years ; happening every oeilory. 
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OcODitixiie* son>t0om (French, emtime). 
Thehimdredthjpart of a franc ; ten centimes 
answer to the English penny. 

Centii^de, senty-peed (Latin, eentrni, 
a hundred ; pes, a foot). The name com< 
monly but erroneously given to insects 
which have many feet. In some species 
they are found to number twenty-six pairs. 

Cento, son- to. In poetry, a piece 
wholly composed of the verses "of other 
aiithors, wherein sometimes whole ‘lines, 
and at others, half verses are borrowed, 
but set dovm in a new order, and applied 
to a subject different from that in which 
they were originally introduced. 

Centre of Gravity. That point 
about which the parts of a body, in any 
situation, balance each other ; if this con-> 
dition be not maintainod, the body yields 
or falls ; thus, a coach or a boat which 
overturns, does so because it loses its centre 
of gravity. 

Centralization, sontral-izSyshun 
(Greek, kentron, a point). Tendency to a 
centre ; the act of centralizing. 

Centriftigal, sent - rifu - gal (Latin, 
eentrum, a centre ; .Jugio, to fly). Tendency 
to recode from tne centre. The centri- 
fugal force of a body is that force by 
wmch any body moving in a curve en- 
deavours to recede from the centre. 

Centiunviri, sen-tum-vo-ri. Roman 
judges, who were chosen three from each 
of the thirty -five tribes, making in all one 
hundred and five, though they were esti- 
mated in round numbers as one hundred 
men, and so called. 

Century, sentu-re (Latin, centum, a 
hundred). A hundred years ; usually em- 
ployed to specify a certain period, as the 
nineteenth century ; sometimes the word is 
used simply to (lenote a hundred. 

Cephalic, sefah-lik (Greek, hephnle, a 
head). Appertaining to the head ; amedi«> 
cine for the head. 


Cerate, se-rat (Latin, ceratum, wax oint- 
ment}. A preparation, or healing plaster, 
of which wax forms the principal ingredient. 


Cerberus, sorby-rus. In mythology, 
a dog or monster with three heads, who 
guimed the entrance of the infernal 
r^onp ; a surly and jealous doorkeeper 
is ironically thus named. 

Cereal, seree-al {Ceres, the goddess of 
agrUsttlture). A term applied to. grain 
yielding food to man or be ^ ; as wheat, 
ofttsi barley, rye, ifo. 


Cerebral, seree-bral (Latin, cerdmem, 
the brain). Pertaining to the brain. 


Cerecloth, sear-kloth (Latin, cera, 
wax ; and clotfi). Cloth smeared with wax 
and other substancos; employed by the 
ancients in wrapping around dead bodies. 

Ceremony, ser^-munny (from Ceres, 
the goddess of agriculture, who was wor- 
shipped with much solemnity). Outward 
rite ; external form of religion ; impres- 
sive forms of state ; frigid civility. 

CerteS;, ser-tez (French, certes). An old 
word, signifying certainly, truly, indeed. 

Certiorari, ^ershio-rari. In law, a writ 
issued out of Chancery or other superior 
court, to call up the records of an imerior 
court ; or remove a cause then ponding, 
that it may bo tried in a superior court. 
This writ is obtained upon complaint of 
a party that ho cannot in an inferior court 
receive justice, or that ho is not cei'tain of 
receiving it. 

Certlfilcate, scr-tiffy-kate (Latin, ceritts, 
certain). 'A testimony given in writing to 
certify or make known any truth ; as cer- 
tificate of marriage, of baptism, of bank* 
ruptcy. 

Cerulean, se-rulean (Latin, coeruleus, 
blue). Sky-coloured, or sky-blue. 

Cerumen, seru-men (Latin, cernmen). 
Wax secreted by the ear. 

Cervical, servoe-kal (Latin, cervix, the 
neck). Belonging to the neck. 

Cessavit, ses-sayvit (Latin, cessavU, 
be hath ceased). In law, a writ issued to 
.ecover lands, when the tenant or occupier 
has ceased for two years to pe^orm the 
service or pay tho rent which constitutes 
the condition of his tenure, and has not 
sufficient goods and chattels to be dis- 
trained. 


CessioBonorum, sesh-shoobon-orum. 
A Latin law phrase, meaning tho surrender 
by an insolvent debtor of his- entire pro- 
perty to his creditors. This exempts him 
from all personal penalties. 


Cession, sesh-shun (Latin, cesso, to 
ceaset* The ^t of surrendering, or gelding 
up to a creditor, tho goods, property, &o., 
of a debtor. In Eocloslastical law, wlien 
a person accepts a second benefice or 
dimity in the Church, which is incompatible 
by law with that which he previously hdcl^ 
the latter is said to be void hy cesriotu^ 
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C/<30tuftr Bee-tus (Latin, ce»tus)» The 
girdle of Venus, or marriage girdle, which 
was fabled to invest the person who wore it 
with irreaistiblo charms. 

Cetacea, so-taysheah (Greek, IcHoSy 
a whale). An order of animals inhabiting 
the ocean, of which the whale and the dol- 
phin are examples. These animals ro- 
semblo fishes in their general natures, but 
they breathe air, have warm blood, and a 
double circulation ; the tail is also horizontal, 
and not vertical as in true fishes. 

Chafe, tshafo (Latin, caUfacevty to 
make warm). To warm by rubbing ; figu- 
ratively, to heat a person’s temper by a 
contradictory or peevish manner. 

Chaffer, tshaf-fur (Gorman, Icaufeny to 
buy). To haggle; to bargain; to treat 
about a purchase. 

Chafimg Dish, tshafo-ing dish. A 
utensil maoo use of to contain live coal, or 
charcoal, for keeping anything warm, or 
for heating anything when cold. 

Chagrin, sha-green (French, thaqrin). 
Displeasure, lU-humour, or peevishness 
arising from anything done to vox, or in 
opposition to a person’s inclinations. 

Chalice, chal-lis (Latin, caliXy a cup). 
A vessel formerly used as a drinking-cup ; 
but the term is now applied to tho cup 
which contains tlio wine in the celebration 
of the communion, or Lord’s supper. 

ChtQybeate, kah-libby-ate (Latin, 
clmlyhs, iron or steel). Impregnated with 
iron : a word applied to water, medicines, 
or oibar fluids containing iron in solution. 

Chamberlain, chambur-lin. An offi- 
cer charged with the mans^emont and 
direction of a chamber. In England, Hie 
tiord High Chamherlain is the sixth officer 
of the Crown. He has to perform certain 
duties at the coronation, and has under 
him ushers, yoomen-ushers, and door- 
keepers. The Lord Chamherlain of the 
Momehold is tho overseer of all officers 
belonging to the royal chambers, except 
the bed-ohamber, wardrobe, &c., and ad- 
miMsters tho oath to all officers above- 
atmrs. The Chamherlain of Vie Exchequer y 
of London, of Chester, of North Walos, 
&o,, are commonly receivers of rents and 
revenues, and have certain rights and im- 
munities attached to their situations. 

Chfiim6leon» kahmeel-yun (Greek, 
ihamm, on the ground; lion). An 
animal of. the lizard tribe, onginaUy sup- 
posed to live on air. Its most remarkable 
eharacteristic is, the assuming the colour of 


the thing to which it is applied, but its 
•natural colour, in tho shade, and at rest, is 
a blueish grey. 

Chamois Leather, shara-oy leth-ur. 
A soft leather made from the skin of the 
Chamois, an animal of tho goat kind. 

Champagne, sham-pain. A brisk, 
sparkling wine, named from Champagne, 
one of tho former provinces of France. 

Champaign, sham-pain (French, 
Champagne) A flat, open country. 

Champerty, tsham-purtjr (French, 
champart, field-rent). In law-suits a species 
of maintenance, being a bargain with a 
plaintiff or defendant, to divide the land or 
other matter at issue between them, if they 
prevail; whereupon, the champertor is to 
carry on tlio party’s suit at his own ex- 
pense. 

Champion, tshamp-oon (Latin, campxts, 
a plain). One who undertakes a combat 
in tho place of another, or in his own 
cause. The Champion of England is 
a person whoso office is hereditary, and 
who, upon tho day of coronation, rides into 
Westminster Hall, and throws down his 
gauntlet as a challenge to any one who 
dare contest the sovereign’s right. 

Chance-Medley. In law, the acci- 
dental killing of a person in a fray or 
in self-defence. 

Chancel, tshan-sel (Latin, cancelli, 
lattice work). The eastern part of a 
church, whore tho altar stands. 

Chancellor, tshan-scllur (Latin, can^ 
celll, cross-bar or ruling). A high officer of 
state or of some pulilic establishment. 
The Lord High Chancellor of England is 
the first person in tho realm, after the 
sovereign and princes of tlio blood. The 
Chancellor of the Exchemier, has the custody 
and control of the funds of the nation. 

Chancery. Tlio highest court of 
justice in Great Britain next to Parliament, 
consisting of two distinct tribunals:— -one, 
ordinary, being a court of common lav; ; 
the other exUaoi dinar y, being a court of 
equity. 

Chanticleer, tshanty-kleer (French, 
chant, crowing; clair, clear). The name 
given to the cock, from the shrillness and 
wudness of bis crow. 

Chantry, tshan-tre (Latin, tmoj to 
sing). A church or chapel endowedT for 
the maintenance of one or more priests, for 
the purpose of ringing masses for the souls 
of the donors, or such as the donors have 
appointed to bo prayed for. 
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Chaos, kay<os (Greek, chcm). Con- 
fusedness; disorder; imdistmguishable mix- 
ture of olemouts. 

Chaotic, kay-otio (Greek, chaos). A 
state resembling chaos. 

Chapeau, shab-po (French, chapeau). 
A hat or cap. In heraldry, an ancient cap 
of dignity worn by dukes ; it is frequently 
borne above a helmet instead of a wreath 
under gentlemen’s crests. 

Chaperon, shapor-ong (French, chape- 
ron). A kind of hood; a lady’s attendant 
and protector in public. 

Chapfallen, tshap-fawln. Having the 
mouth shrunk or the jaw fallen down; 
originally applied to a helmet; figura- 
tively, it denotes tho expression of a per- 
son’s face who has mot with any serious 
loss or disappointment. 

Chaplet, tshap-let (French, chapeUt). 
A garland or wreath to be worn around the 
head; a string of beads used by Homan 
Catholics, by which they count tho number 
of their prayers. 

Chapman, tshap-man (Saxon, ceap- 
man). One who offers goods for sale; a 
choapenor; a buyer and seller. In Scot- 
land, a travelling dealer or packman. 

Chapter, tshap-tur (French, chapitre). 
Tho division of a book ; a society or com- 
munion of clergymen belonging to cathe- 
drals and collegiate churches ; also, a meet- 
ing of tho members of an order of knight- 
hood. 

Char, tshar (Saxon, cerraUf to bumb 
To turn to a black cinder. 

Characteristic, karak-toristik (Greek, 
chirahterf a mark, or impression). A 
distinguishing feature; that which con- 
stitutes the character of a person or thing. 

Charade, shah-rahd (French, charade). 
A species of riddle, the subject of which is 
a name or word that is proposed for solu- 
tion from an enigmatical description of its 
several syllables, and of the whole word. 
An acting charade is one in which the 
actors illustrate tho composition by appro- 
pnate action, leaving tho spectators to 
divine the meaning. 

Charcoal, tshar-koal. Tho residue of 
wood after having been charred, being car- 
bon in a nearly pure state. 

Charge d’ Affaires, shar-zhay daf- 
nir. In diplomatic missions, the third 
4nd lowest class of official enlisted with 
<be affairs of a state at a foreign court. 


Chftrger, tshar-iur. A high-mettled 
horse used in war to charge, or advanea 
swiftly towxtfds'the enemy. 

Charivari, shar-o-va-roo (French, cha- 
rivari). A mock serenade of discordant 
music. This is tho title of the principal 
comic journal of Franco, answering to the 
English Punch. 

Charlatan, sharlah-tan (French, charlor 
tan). A mountebank; a quack; a more 
pretender. 

Charles’s Wain. In astronomy, 
seven remarkable stars, tho constellation 
of tho Great Bear” forming tho figure of 
a rustic wain, or waggon. 

Charnel House, tshar-nol house 
(Tjatin, carnis, flesh, and house), A de- 
pository for the bones of tho dead. 

Chart, tshart (Latin, charto). A term 
applied to a marine map for tho use of 
navigators, showing the sea-coasts, rooks, 
sands, bearings, &c. The chaH glohdar 
is a projection, so called from tho oonfor- 
mitj’ it bears to the globe itsolf. 

Charter, tshar-lur (French, chartre). 
A legal instrument executed with custo- 
mary forms, given as evidence of a grant, 
or something dono between man and man. 
In its more general sense, it is the instru- 
ment of a grant, conferring powers, rights, 
and privileges from some sovereign or 
party having power to grant such charters. 

Charter Party. In maritime affairs, 
a deed or written contract for the letting 
to freight the whole or part of a vessel for 
ono or more voyages : the ship is then said 
to be charto'ed for tho voyage. 

Chartism, tshar-tizm. In England, 
tho principles hold by tho democratic 
body called Chartists; consisting of fivo 
loading points, namely -.—universal suffrage, 
annual parliaments, vote by ballot, elec- 
toral districts, and payment of members of 
parliament. 

Charybdis, karib-dis (Greek, cha'i'yb 
dis). A dangerous whixipool in the Strait of 
Messina, in Sicily, nearly opposite to Scylla, 
a rock on the coast of Italy. In figura- 
tive language, those two words are used to 
express two different kinds of danger. As, 
to '^escape Charybdis only to meet with 
Scylla.” 

Chasseurs, shas-surze (French, elm- 
sears). A J^noh term for a select body of 
Ught infantry, who are required to be paas 
tioularly agilo and expert in their mote* 
ments. 
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Cliateau» shah-to (French, chMeav), 
A country seat; a gentleman's mansion. 
Formerly used to denote a castle or baro- 
nial hall in Franco. 

Cheap- Jack. Tho name given to an 
itinerant huckster, or dealer in hardware, 
Ac., and who puts his goods u}> to auction 
amon^ the crowd, indulging at the .mine 
time m volleys of coarse wit, and random 
assortions, lespecting tho wares he has to 
offer. 

Checkmate. The movement on a 
fhoBB-boord which hinders tho opposite 
men from moving, and tenninates the 
Mate is from the Spanish malar. 

Checker Work, tshek-ur wurk. 
Work varied altemalely, as to its colours 
or materials. 

Cheek by JowL Side by side. Said 
often of persons in such close confabulation 
as almost to have their faces touch. 

Chef d’QSuvre, shay-durver (French, 
iHceuvre), A mastor-jpiece ; a perform- 
ance of distinguished morit. 

Chegoe, tzheg-o (Spanish, chiguito, 
small). A tropical insect which enters the 
skin of the foot, producing great pain and 
annoyance. 

Cherub, tshor-ub. A word used in 
Scripture for certain symbolical figures 
with one or more heads, and furnished 
with win^ ; a celestial spirit ; a beautiful 
child, plural of this word is cheruhim, 

Chevalier, shevah-loer (French, cheva- 
lier), A knight ; a horseman ; a gallant 
young mau. 

Chevaux de Prise, shevo-deh-frecz 
(Fronoh, cftevauxde /rise). In fortification, 
a pieoo of timber armed with spikes to 
defend a passage; also applied to the 
spikes set in, ordinarily, on the top of a 
wall. 

ChevroXL, shev-run (French, c7i«w*oa). 
A military badge Worn on the -coat-sleevo. 
In heraldiy, an honourable ordinary, repre- 
senting two rafters of a house set up as 
^ey ought to stand. In architecture, a 
simple ornament consisting of short lines, 
joining at angles, 

Chiaai*a Obcuto, kyah-rah-osku-ro 
(Italian). In painting, that important part 
vhi(^ rnlales to light and shade ; referring 
not only to the mutable effects which light 
and dhade produce, but also to the per- 
manent differonoos m lightness and dark- 
ness. 


Chiboque, tcoi-DooK©. a Turkish 
pipe. 

Chicanery, shekain-areo (I’ronch, 
chicaiierie). Mean artifice or stratagem ; 
sophistry ; evasion. 

Chiltern Hundreds. Stew.aYd.ship 
of. A name applied to a nomioal 
stcward.ship which a inembor of ixarlianient 
accepts wlYcn he abandons liis seat. Ily 
law, no member can lesign his scat in tho 
House of Commons ; therefore, when he 
wishes to retire, ho accepts tho above post, > 
which, being a place of profit and honour / 
under the Crown, at onco disqualifies him 
for retaining his .scat. This office was 
originally appointed over a portion of tho 
lands of Buckinghamshire, known by 
tho name of Chiltcm Hills. 

Chimera, kim-ccra. A fabYilous mon- 
ster in lYiyihology, repiesentcd as having a 
lion’s head, a goat’s body, and tho tail of 
a dragon. In Cl\ristiau art, tho chimera 
is a symbol of cunning; figuratively, it 
expresses a wild or extravagant fancy, an 
illusory or unnatural conception of the 
mind. 

Chirographer, ki-rograh-fur (Greek, 
cheir, tho hand ; ffi'apho, to write). One who 
exercises or profcs.sos tho art or business 
of writing ; an officer in tho Court of Com- 
mon Fleas, who engrosses fines. 

Chiromancer, kiro-mansur (Greek, 
cheu', the hand ; 7iw.vteia, divination). The 
protended art of divining fortunes and 
future ©vents by tbe lines of the hands. 

Chiropodist, ki - roj^py - dist (Greek, 
cheir, the hand; pous^ a foot). One who 
oxtra-cts corns from tho foot. 

Chirurgery, ki-rur-jery (Greek, cheir* 
the hand ; ergon^ work). Surgery, or that 
department of medical scienco in which the 
hand, either alone, or with instruments, is 
employed for tho provontion or euro of 
diseases. 

Chivalry, tshiv-alry '(French, chmd- 
erie). The duties and privileges of a 
knight ; tho qualifications or characteristics 
of knighthood ; heroic adventure; dis- 
interested conduct. 

Choir, kwire (Latin, chorus, a body of 
singers). An assembly or band of singers, 
©specially in Divine sciwico ; also that part 
of the church allotted to the choristers. 

Choleric, kcllur-ik (Greek, cAofo, bile). 
Passionate ; hasty ; potulant. 

Chop-stick. A Chinee impi«mfiii|t 
for taking food witl^. 
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Chorogrevpliy, korew-rafFv (Latin, 
iHiorea, a dance. Greek, fjrapIcOf to de- 
Bcribo). The art of ropre.souting dancing 
by signs, as singit>g is by notes. I 

Ch orography, koro-graffy (Greek, 
lo'ra, a di-ti ict ; ;/> cij. lo, to describe). The 
art of doscribing or delineating by maps a 
partionlar region, in contradistinction to 
geographj’- and topography. 

Chowder, tsliow dor. A dish of fresh 
fish (boiled uith biscuits, &o. 

Christendom, kris’sn-dum. The por- 
tion of the world inhabited by Christiiuis, 
and acknowledging Christianity ; Christians 
as a body. 

Chromatic, kro-matik (Greek, chroma, 
colour). Jlelatiiig to colour ; in music, 
marking a species of notes by semi-tones. 

Chromatype, kro-mab-i.ypo (Greek, 
chroma, colour ; tupon, rcproscntatlon). A 
process of photography, which consists in 
washing paper with a solution, and ex- 
posing it to the Inilucnco of sunshine, with 
the object to bo coi^iod superposed, and 
afterwards washed with a solution of 
nitrate of silver. 

Chronology, kron-ollo-je (Greek, 
chroms, time ; lofjos, a discourse). The 
science of computing and adjusting <latos 
or periods of tinre, and of ascertaining the 
correct periods or years in which paiiicular 
events occurrc<l. 

Chrori ometor,ki'o-iiommy-tur (Greek, 
chronos, time ; metron, a measure). A timo- 
pioco constructed in such a manner as to 
note time perfectly. Watches of this kind 
I are used at sea ; they generally beat half - 
^ seconds. 

Chronic, kron-ik (Greek, chronos, 
fSmo). A term applied to such diseases 
as are of long duration, in opposition 
V) those of inoro rapid progrcs.s ; this 
term is also applied in a social sense to 
inajily bad habitude, as a ** chronic state of 
1 insolvimijy.” 

Chum (Armoric, chom), A familiar 
term for a chambor-fellow, or one who I 
lodges in the samo apartment ; a word in 
common use at universities. 

Church Service. The common 
prayer, collects, and other parts of public 
worship performed according to the forms 
of tho Church of England. 

Chyle, kile (Greek, chylos). A white 
fluid contained in tho stomach, consisting 
i'f the finer and more nutritious parts of the 
[jod, which is received into the lacteal 


vessels, and serves to form the blood. 
Chylijication is the process of digestion, hf 
which the food token is converted into 
chyle. 

Chyme, kimo (Greek, chymos, juice). 
The pulpy substance into which food Is 
converted after being subjected for a while 
to tho action of the stomach, and from 
which tho chyle is prepared. 

Chrysalis, krisah-lis (Greek, chrysof, 
gold). In insect life, that state which 
occurs between the caterpillar or grub form 
and tho perfect wingoa insect. In this 
stage tho animal lies inactive, takes no food, 
and is inclosed in a transparent covering, 
which has often a metallio lustre and a 
golden hue ; hence its name. 

Cicatrice, sikkah-tris (Latin, ekairix)* 
The scar or seam on the flesh after a wound 
has healed. 

Cicerone, che-che-ro-ne (Italian, cies- 
rone). Any person who acts as a ^ide ; 
one who points out objects of interest, 
and explains curiosities. This word is 
dorivod from Cicero, the groat Roman 
orator. 

Cid, Bid (Arabic, seid, lord). The name 
given to a goat hero among the Spaniards, 
celebrated for his exploits, Bodoii^o Diaz, 
count of Bivar. 

Ci-devant, seod-vawng (French, 
dexant, heretofore). Belonging to former 
times, or other days; pei’taining to a 
system of things gone by. 

Cimmerian, sim-meery-an. Dark 
and gloomy, as it is with the Cimmorii, a 
people dwelling on the western coast ol 
Italy, whore it is extremely dm:k. 

Cinerary, sinny-rary (Latin, dnem, 
ashes). Relating to ashes. 

Cinque Ports, singk-portse (French. 
cinq, five, and •ports). Tho five sea-port 
towns of Dover, Hastings, Sandwich, 
Hytho, and Romney ; to which three 
others were afterw^irds added— namely, 
Wincholsea, Rye, and Seaford, These 
towns possess peculiar privileges, and ore 
under the government of a lord-warden. 

Cipher, si-fur (French, chiffre). ^ Tho 
figure (0) in numbers ; an interweaving of 
letters or the initials of a name ; a secret 
manner of writing. 

Circassian, ser-kash-yan. A native 
of Circassia; pertaining to Circassia, a 
country situated on the southern declivity 
of Mount Caicasus. 
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CirciUt 5 sor-Kit (Latin, circum, round). 
7*110 journey or progress which the jud^a 
take twice everv year, through the counties 
of England ana Wales, to hold courts 
administer justice. Thus Engli-ud is divi- 
ded into six circuits— The Home Circuit, 
NorfoHc Circuit, Midland Circuit, Oxford 
Cirdiit, Western Circuit, and Northern 
Circuit. In Wales tnere are two circuits, 
the North and South. In Scotland there 
are throe — the Southern, Western, and 
Northern. 

Circular, sirku-lur. An advertising 
letter intended for circulation; it is usually 
printed with a fly-leaf, in contradistinction 
to a hillf which has no fly-leaf. 

Circulating Medium. In oom- 
xnerco, a term denoting the medium of 
exchanges, or purchases and sales, whether 
this medium be metallic coin, paper, or 
any other article.' 

Circumambient, sorkum-amby-ont 
(Latin, cirewn, round j anibio, to encom- 
pass). Surrounding; encompassing; in- 
closing. 

Circumference, sor - kumfer - ons 
(Latin, circmiferentia). The lino that 
bounds a circle ; the lino encompassing any 
figure. 

Circumflex, serkum-fleks (Latin, cir- 
cum fiexus ) . An accent used to regulate the 
pronunciation of syllables, including or 
participating of the acute and grave— -it is 
morkea thus (a). 

Circumlocution, serkum-lo-kewshun 
(Latin, circimloQUiio). The describing a 
thing by many words, which might bo ex- 
plained in a few. 

Circumnavigation, serkum-nawy- 
gayshun (Latin, circumnavigo). The act of 
sailing round. 

Circumscribe, serkum-skribe (Latin, 
circunit round ; scriho, to write). To con- 
fine with certain limits ; to inclose ; to set 
bounds to. 

Circumspect, serkum-spekt (Latin, 
cimm. around ; speefo, to look). Prudent; 
watchful; cautious; wary. 

Circumstance* serkum-stans (Larin, 
ciftnm, around ; sto, to stand). Something 
attending on or a relative to a fact, though 
not eitointlai thereto. Circumstantial evi- 
dence is odxfiposed Of those circumstances 
which either naturally or necessarily attend 
facts of a peculiar nature, which cannot be 
demonstratively evinced, and which so 
agree as to render them worthy of reliance 
vntU the contrary be proved. 


Circumstantial Evidence. Inlaw^ 
that evidence which is obtained from cir- 
cumstances which usually attend facts of a 
particular nature, from which arises i^re- 
sumptioa. 

Circumvallation,serkiim-va-layfiUua 
(Latin, cimtm, ai’ouiid ; vallum, a rampart). 
The act of casting up fortifications around 
a place ; the fortification or trench thrown 
around a besieged town. 

Circumvent, serkum-vent (Latin, cir- 
cum, around; venio, to come). To over- 
reach ; to delude. 

Circumvolution, sorkum- vo-1 e wshun 
(Latin, circum, around ; volo, to fly). The 
act of rolling or turning round. 

Cirrus, sir-rus (Latin, cintis, a lock of 
I'.air curlod). A term api)Iied to the curl- 
cloud, charactorisod by its curhnrj form, 
by tho lightness of its appearance, and the 
many changes of its figure. 

Cistern, sis-tum (Latin, clsta, a chest). 
A largo rocepiaclo for water, oithor above 
or bolow ground. 

Citadel, sitah-del (French, citadelle). 
A^fortress situated on the most commanding 
ground about a city. ' It serves to keep the 
inhabitants in awe, and in the event of the 
place being taken, becomes a retreat for 
the garrison. It is separated from the 
town by an esplanade, wliich is a space of 
level ground, clear of buildings, so that no 
person can approach unpercoivod. 

Citation, sito-ayshun (Latin, cito, to 
call). A summons to appear in court ; an 
official call ; quotation ; mention. 

Civic Crown. A garland of oak- 
loaves, which was given to a Roman soldier 
who had saved the life of a citizen. 

Civil Engineer. One employed in 
civil engineering, such as tho constructing 
of maohinory for the purposes of manu- 
facture or locomotion; as opposed to 
military engineering. 

Civil Iiaw. Tho law of a state, 
city, or country. 

Civil liist. Tho officers of civil 
government ; also the revenue appropriated 
to support civil government. 

Civilian, siv-ilyan (Latin, civis, a 
citixen). One engaged in civil pursuits, as 
distinguished from military, clerical, &e. 
A professor of the civil law. 

Clairvoyance, klare-voyans (French, 
clair, clear; voyance, seeing). A faculty 
which seme persons are reputed to posseai 
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of dlsceruiug tliiugis Inviiiiblo to tho soofios 
when submitted to mesmeric iuflucuco. 

Claii, klan (Irish, cla'im)^ A fa.miJy ; a 
race. A tribe coiisistiug of many families 
bearing tho saino suruarno, who, accord* 
iug to tradition, descend from a com- 
mon ancestor, as tho Carnijboila of Scot- 
land; the O’Connors of li eland, &c. 

Clandestine, klan-dcstm (Latin, clamt 
secret). Concealed from view; secret; 
underhand ; fraudulent. 

Clangour, klang-gor (Latin, clangor), 
A harsh, sharp sound. 

Clapperclaw, klappur-klaw. To scold; 
to rail at. 

Clap-trap, klap-trap. A term applied 
to anything said to tho multitude for tho 
purpose of extracting applause ; it takes 
its name from a kind of clappor used in 
theatres. 

Clarencieux, klaren-shu (French, 
clarancuux). An heraldic office ; the second 
king at arms, so called from tho Duke of 
Clarence f son of Edward III., who first bore 
the office. 

Clarification, klarry-fekayshun (Lat. 
clarus, clear ; facto, to make). The process 
of freeing any liquid from its impurities 
by boiling or oy chemical applications. 

Clarion, klarry-un (French, clairon). 
A kind of trumpet with a nan’ower tubo 
than the ordinary trumpet, anciently much 
used in war, on account of the ^illness of 
its tone. 

Class. A term used to denote an assem- 
blage of beings or things having some 
marked character in coraiiiou. Classes ai‘e 
made up of orders. What tho genus is to 
the epocies, or tho order to tho genera, the 
class is in respect to tho orders. Every 
class com prclj ends part of the series of 
genera collected into several orders ; every 
order is an assemblage of genera, every 
genus an assemblage of similar species, and 
every species is made up of homogeneous 
individuals. 

Classical, klassy-kal (Latin, classicM), 
Eelating to the pure and elegant literature 
of writers in anjr language, but more espe- 
cially to the ancient authors of Greece and 
Borne. 

Clause, klawz (Latin, elattsida, the end). 
A sentence, or so much of it as will make 
sense j an mijiclo in a contract or particu- 
lar stipulation ; an especial provision in- 
serted ia Acts of Parliament, 


Clavicle, klawy-kul (LutLn, clavicidaf 
a Uttle key). The collar-bone ; the bone 
situated between the shoulder-bone af»l 
breast-bone. 

Claymore, klay-more (Gaelic, claid- 
heannkmor), A largo sword formerly used 
by the Seottish Highlanders. ^ > 

Clearing. In commerco, the act of 
setting imported goods free by ofBoiai 
examination, and tho computation and pay- 
ment of customs duties. Among Loudon 
bankers, a method adopted for exchanging 
tho cheques drawn upon each other. A 
clearing house is appointed for this pur- 
oso, whither the representative of eaoh 
anker repairs at a certain hour dai^, 
taking witn him aU the cheques on the 
other bankers which have boeu paid into 
lus principal’s house that day. Balances 
are struck from all the accounts, and tho 
claims are transferred from ono to another, 
until each olork has only to settle with two 
or three others, and then balances are 
immediately paid. 

Clear Starch. To stiffen with starch, 
and clear by clapping the articles between 
tho bandg fc. 

Clef, klcf (French clef, key). In music, 
a character x>laced at the commonoemont 
of a stave, to determine the degree of ele- 
vation occupied by that stavs in tho sys- 
tem, and to point out the names of all me 
notes contained in the line of the clef. 

Clemency, klemmcn-so (Latin, clvine/Rr 
tia, mildness). Mercy ; indulgence ; dis- 
position to treat with favour and kindness. 

Clerk, klark (Greek, kleros, heritage). 
This word was originally used to denote a 
man of letters, or a learned man ; and a 
clergyman is still designated a clerk in holy 
orders. It is now a common name for 
assistants in offices, counting-houses, &0. 
The name was origuMilly given to clergy- 
men, to imply that they were the peovdiar 
heritage or property of God. 

Cleve, Clifi*, or Clive. In the name 
of a placo. cither of these syllables occur- 
ring at the beginning or end of a word, 
denotes that such place is situated on the 
side of a rock or hill, as CleTelond, Clifton^ 
Stancliff. 

Client, kli-ont (Latin, cliens). A pe]:]9on 
who receives legal advice and assistauce, 
or who intrusts the management of his 
affairs to a lawyer. 

Climacteric, klimak-terik (Greek, 
klimax^ a ladder, or scale). Among thi 
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tnoient physicians and astrologers, the 
imxne giTon to certain periods in human 
life, wlS^h were suppos^ to be very criti- 
cal, and denoting some extraordinary 
ohan^. According to some, every seventh 
yoar is a climatorio, while others recognise 
only those years produced by 7 and multi- 
pii^ by the odd numbers 3, 5, 7, and 9, 
inese years are said to bring with them 
sotne remarkable change, with respect to 
life, health, and fortune. The orand clU 
tfiX!tk$ric is the sixty-third year. The other 
clioaterios are the 7th, ^st, 85th, 49th, 
and 56th. 

OlimaXf kli-maks (Greek, Umax, a 
ladder, or scale). Gradation; ascent. A 
figure in rhetoric, by which the sentences 
or partioulars rise gradually, forming a 
whole in such a manner, that the last idea 
in the former member Incomes the first in 
till the climax or gradation is 

Clinioal, klinny-kal (Greek, Mines, a 
bed). In medicine, a term used to signify 
the treatment of patients in bed, for the 
more exact discovery of the nature of dis- 
ease. A cUnkal lecture is a discourse de- 
livered by the bed-side of a patient, whose 
peculiar condition is made to illustrate the 
several points alluded to. 

Clique, kleek (French, clique). A 
narrow set of persons; a party holding 
aloof from other persons, save those having 
similar views and principles, and occupying 
the same position as themselves; a gang; a 
clan; a coterie. 


the latter, 
completed. 


of the dower boars to the clove of oomr 
merco. 

Cloven-footed. Having the foot ot 
hoof divided into two parts, as in the ox. 
Satan is generally represented with a 
cloven foot, and a person who deals 
knavishly and deceitfully with another is 
said to mow Vie cloven /ooU 

Club Xiaw* Government by brute 
force or violence. 

Clue, klue (Saxon, cliwe), A baU of 
thread ; anything which furnishes a guide 
or direction. In nautical language, the 
lower comer of a square-sail, and the aft- 
most comer of a stay-sail. CUw-^mets are 
a rope and pulley, made fast to the clews of 
the main and fore-smls. 

Clyster, klis-tur (Greek, Uyzo, to 
washy. A medicated liquid, injected by 
means of a pipe into the larger intestine. 

Co, ko. Ah abbreviation of con, when 

f refixed to words signifying with or together, 
n commerce, an abbreviation for the word 
company, as relating to a partnership; 
thus, Smith and Co, 

Coadjutor, ko-adjew-tur (Latin, eon, 
with; adjutor, an assistant). A person 
engaged in assisting another ; a helper in 
the same department or pursuit. In canon 
law, one who is empowered or appointed 
to perform the duties of another. 

Coagulate, ko-adjew-late (Lat. coagulo, 
to cause to curdle). To thicken ; to clot ; 
os milk turns into curds by means of 
rennet. 


Clodhopper. A dull, heavy, clownish 
follow, who is associated with clods or 
lumps of earth; one who follows the 
plough, or labours in the fields, is com- 
monly so called. 


Coalesce, koah-less (Latin, coalesco, to 
become one in growth). To unite; to 
grow together ; generally applied to the act 
whereby persons unite in opinion or action 
for a common cause. 


Cloister, kloys-tur (Saxon, elanster^ a 
closet). A retirement; a plaoe of seclusion 
from the world ; especially applied to the 
principal part of a monastery, consisting of 
a square built ou each of its sides, between 
the church, the chapter* house, and the re- 
feotoiy, whore the monks meet for conver- 
sation. In architecture, a court which has 
buildings on each of its four sides; a peri- 
style, or piasza. 

dose^uarters. In a ship, strong 
bairiers of wood, used for defence when 
the vesse. is boarded ; the term is used 
conventionally to imply persons being 
crowded unoomlortably together. 

Clove-Pink. A plant so named from 
ibe supposed resemblance which the odour 


Coalition, koah-lishun (Latin, eoaJteim^ 
to grow together). Union in a body or 
mass; union of persons, or parties, as a 
coalition ministry. 


Coast-Guard. An officer appointed 
to watch a certain portion of the sea-coast, 
with a view of preventing smuggling, of 
committing any other breach of the law ; 
and also for the purpose of reporting any 
strange vessel, whiohne may happen to dis- 
cern: upon emergencies, the coast-guard 
are also called upon to servo in the royal 
navy. 


Coat of Arms. A kind of surcoat 
worn by the ancient kniglits over their 
onus. This coat was diversified by bands 
and fillets pf several coloqrs, callod devicce^ 
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being composed of aoTeral pieces sowed to- 
gether. Hence, the representation of those 
hi heraldry is still called a coal of arm. 

Cob. A pony of a thick, strong build j 
also a rounded mass, as a cob-coal^ a coh-^nut. 

Cobalt, ko-bawlt. A mineral of gray 
colour, consisting of silver and arsenic, 
which latter is obtained from it in great 
quantities. It has never been found in a 
pure state, but mostly in the state of an 
oxide, or alloyed with other metals. Its 
name is derived from hohold, German for 
devil, from the German miners, igno- 
rant of its real value, considering its pre- 
sence unfavourable to the existence of more 
valuable ores in the places whore it 
occurs. 

Cocbineal, kotshy-neel (Spanish cochi- 
nilUi). An insect whiot turns red by means 
of the food which it cats, and when dried 
affords a beautiful purple colour made use 
of in dyeing. 

Cockatrice, kokah-tris. A fabulous 
monster, described with legs, wings, a 
winding tail, and a crest or comb like that 
of a cock. Its generation was ascribed to 
a cock’s egg, hatched under a toad or ser- 
ent, and it was thought so venomous as to 
e capable of killing with its look ; figura- 
tively, the term is applied to a person of 
an insidious, venomous, and treacherous 
disposition. 

Cockney, kok-ne. A contemptuous 
term used to designate a native of 
London. The derivation of this word is 
uncertain ; it has, however, been traced to 
the Latin word coquina, a kitchen. Origi- 
nally it meant probably a cooh; next a 
person fond of coohevy or good living, as 
the citizens of London are generally 
reputed to be; lastly, a luxurious, idle, 
ai^ effemumte citizen. In French, pays 
de cocagne is a sort of aldermanic Para- 
dise. 

Cockpit. In a ship of war, an apart- 
ment beneath the lower deck, used by the 
surgeon and his assistants during an action. 

Cockswain, kok-sn. An officer on 
board a ship who has the charge of the 
boat and the boat’s-crew; with rowing- 
parties, the person who manages t& 
rudder, and directs the movements of his 
companions. 

Cocoon, kok-koon (French, cocon). 
rim ball or case fai which the silk- worm, 
tna other insects involve themselves ; serv-' 
ing M a defence against enemies, and a pro- 
tection from the changes of temperature. 


Code, kode (Latin, codex, a rol, or 
volume, or a board on which accounts wore 
written). A digest of laws ; a book of the 
civil law, appropriated by way of eml* 
nence to the collection made by Ju-stlnion, 
the Roman Eroporor, alid honoe called the 
Justinian code; honoe also the code Nano- 
lean of France, proceeding from the 
changes effected jn the laws by Napoleon 
Bonaparte when consul. 

Codicil, koddy-slU (Latin, codieUlus, a 
little book). In law, a supplement to a 
will, made for tho purpose of adding to, or 
altering, or explaining the contents of the 
will itself. 

Co-equal, ko-eokwal (Latin, con, with j 
eequs, equal). Equal with another; liaving 
tho'samo rank or authority. 

Coerce, ko-urs (Latin, con, with ; avceo, 
to hinder). To restrain with force; to 
keep back, or keep under. 

Coeval, ko-eeval (Latin, eon, with; 
asvum, an age). Of the same or equal age 
wit^ another. 

Co-existent, koeg-zistent (Latin, eon, 
with; existo, to exist). Existing at the 
same time with another. 

Coffer, kof-fur (Saxon, eafre\ A chest 
for keeping money; figuratively, a trea- 
sure. 

Coffer-dam, koffur-dam. A curb or 
close box of timber, to bo sunk at the 
bottom of rivers or other water, and tho 
water pumped out; used in laying the 
foundation of piers and abutments in deep 
water. 

Cog, kog. The tooth of a wheel, by 
which that wheel acts upon another. 

Cogent, ko-jent (Latin, cogo, to drive 
together). Having great force ; calculated 
to convince. 

Contate, kodjy-tate (Latin, cogito, to 
reflect). To think deeply and anxiously ; 
to revolve in the mind. 

Cognate, kog-nate (Latin, con, with; 
nascor, to be bom). Bom together ; pro- 
ceeding from the same stock: allied by 
nature. 

Cognizance, konny-zanse (Latin, con, 
with; nosco, to know). In law, an 
knowledgment ; a bad^ to distinguish 
certain occupations, and to make known 
by whom tho wearers are engaged ; in a 
general sense, notice or acknowledging^ 
or acquaintance with. 

Cognomen, kog-nomen (La^. eon, 
with ; nomm, a name). Surname ; family 
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HATifte; or name a^ded from any accident 
or quw 7 « 

Oognovit, kogno-rit (Latin, cofmovit). 
In law, an acknowledgment mode by the 
defendant in a case, that the claim of the 
plaintiff is a just one. 

Cognoscente, kogno-sen-te (Italian). 
A person having a thorough knowledge of 
an^hing, commonly termed a “knowing 
one.” The plural is cognoscenti. 

Co-heir, ko ayr (Latin, colwer&rey to 
join together). A joint heir ; ono of t#o 
or more persons, among whom an inheri- 
tanoe is to be divided. 

Coherence, ko-herens (Latin, cokoenrey 
to join together). A joining together ; a 
union of parts ; connection or dependence 
arising from the mutual or natural relation 
of parts to each other, as in the arrange- 
ment of a discourse. 

Cohort, ko-hort (lAtin, cohors). Among 
the Homans a body of soldiers numbering 
about 500 or 600. In poetical language, 
a body of warriors. 

Coif^ koyf (French, eoije)* A kind of 
cap or head-dress; the covering for the 
head, worn by sorjeants-at-law. 

Coigne, koyn (Irish, cuinnSy a comer). 
A corner of a building, and angle of a wall. 

Coin, koyn (Greek, aonia, a comer. 
Latin, cuneusy a wedge). A piece of metal, 
generally flat and circular, legally stamped 
and issued for circulation as money. Cnr- 
Ttrd coia, is coin le^liy stamped and cir- 
culating in trade. Foreign coiuy coin valued 
according to the assayed s report of its 

urity, regarded in this country merely as 

ullion 

Colchicum, koltshy*kum. Another 
name for meadow saffron ; a plant with a 
bulbous root and bright flowers, growing 
in several parts of Great Britain. 

Cold Blood. A term used to iiwly a 
calm and deliberate frame of mind. Thus, 
when a person is in a passion or angry, his 
Mood is literally rovAm; but when nothing 
occurs to disturb the system, the circula- 
tion of the blood oonunues at the same 
even flow. A murder committed without 
DFOTooatioh, or long after the provocation 
nas been given, is termed a ** cold-blooded 
murder^** 

ColeO|)iwa; kolly-opterah (Greek, hh 
hos, a Sieath ; pteron, a wing). The name 
dven to a class of insects characterised by 
having four wings, of which the two supe- 
rior are not edited for flight, but form a 
oofering or protection for the two under. 


Collaborateur, kol - labah • rahtui 
(French, coUaboralmry a fellow-labourer). 
An associate in employment ; an assistant ; 
a coadjutor in office. 

Collapse, kol-laps (Latin, eon, with; 
lapsoy to tall). A falling together, or clos* 
ing ; a sudden prostration of strength. 

Collate, kol-late (Latin, eon, together ; 
latiuiy side). To compare ono thing with 
another of the same kind ; to examine with 
a view of arrangement and completeness. 
In ecclesiastical matters, to confer a bono- 
flee on a clergyman. 

Collateral, kol-Iattural (Latin, con, 
together ; laius^ side). Placed side by side. 
Collateral descent is that which stands in 
equal relation to some common ancestor ; 
cMlatcral security is a security for the per- 
formance of covenants, or pecuniary obli- 
gations, in addition to the principal securi- 
ty, as a deed made of other lands, besides 
those granted by the deed of mortgage. 

Collation, kol-layshun (Latin, con, 
with ; latiusy side). Comparison of one 
copy or ono thing of the same kbjd with 
another ; the act of conferring or bestow- 
ing a gift ; also a repast between meals. 

Colleague, kol-loeg (Latin, con, with ; 
UgOy to choose). A partner in office ; an 
associate in employment. 

Collectanea, kol-lektah-neah (Latin, 
eollectmua). A collection. In literature, a 
selection of notes or observations, gathered 
from a variety of works. 

Collier, kol-yor. A vessel employed 
ezoluEdvely in the coal trade; also, a 
labourer in a coal mine. 

Collocation, kollo-kayshun (Latin, col- 
locatioy a placing in order). The act of 
placing; disposal; the state of being 
placed. 

Collocution, kollo-kewshun (Latin, 
coUocutio). A imeaking together ; confer- 
ence; conversation. 

Colloquial, kol-lo-kwoal (Latin, coUo- 
quivM, a discourse). Pertaining to ordinary 
conversation ; expressions commonly used. 

Collusion, koMewzhun (Latin, coa, 
with ; ludo, to play). A secret agreement 
between persons, to defraud and deceive. 
In law, a deceitful contract or agreement 
between two or more persons, for the one 
to bring an action against the other, in 
order to defraud a third party of his right. 

Colophon, kolo-fon. An end; au 
achievement ; the oonclusion of a book, 
formerly containing the place, or year, or 




COIi 


COM 


61 


both, of publication. The name is taken 
from a city of Ionia. 

Colossus, kO'lossus (Latin, colossus, a 
statue larger than life). A brass statue of 
Apollo erected across the harbour of 
jRhodes, is called the Colossm of Rhodes ; 
its height was 126 foot ; lam r^ps could 
pass between its legs; and few persons 
could span its thumb. 

Coli)ortour, kol-por-tur (French. From 
the Latin, collum, the neck ; porto, to carry). 
Originally a hawker or pedlar, so called 
from having his pack suspended about his 
In France the liawking of books in 
remote districts is undertaken by colpoi'- 
teurs. 

Coma, ko-mah (Greek, loma, profound 
sleep). In pathology, a morbid condition 
of the brain, attended with the loss of 
sensation and voluntary motion, the patient 
lying meanwhile as if in a profound sleep. 

Combe, koom. A word which wholly 
or partly forms the name of many places, 
as Wycombo, Ilfracombe. It has been 
defined as that unwatered portion of a 
valley which forms its continuation beyond 
and above tho most elevated spring that 
issues into it — ^at this point or spi*ing*hoad, 
the valley ends, and the ravine begins ; a 
narrow, undulating ravine. 

Commander, kom-mandur. In mari- 
time affairs, tho master of a merchant 
vessel. In the royal navy, it is a title given 
to officers, next in rank above lieutenants, 
appointed to tho command of ships, pro-, 
viously to their being posted as captains. 

Commensurable, kom-menshurah-bl 
(Latin, con, together ; mensura, measure). 
Having a common measure. 

Commentary, kommen-tar-e (Latin, 
con, with; metis, mind). An exposition; 
an illustration or explanation of difficult or 
obscure passages in an author’s writings , 
a book of annotations or remarks; a 
memoir, or historical narrative. 

Commination, kommy-nayshun (Lat. 
con, with ; minor, I ess). A threat of punish- 
ment; a denunciation; the recital of God’s 
threatenings, as contained in the liturgy 
of the Church of England, and appointed 
to be read on tho first clay of Lent. 

Commiserate, kom-mizzarato (Latin, 
eon, with; miser^ pitiful). To pity; to 
q^pathise with ; to feel sorrow or pain for. 

Commissariat, kommis-sary-'at (Old 
F|»ncb}, A body of persons attending an 


army, who are commissioned to regmatu 
tho procuring and conveyance of ammu- 
nition, stores, &o. 

Commissary, koramis-sa-re (Latin, 
eommisserius, a commission). In ecclesias- 
tical affairs, a deputy of the bishop, in 
parts of tne diocese remote from the see. 
in military affairs, an officer who has the 
charge of furnishing provisions, &:c. for 
the army. A commissary-general is an 
officer appointed to inspect the muster- 
rolls, and koep an exact statement of the 
strength of the forces. 

Commission, kom-mishim (Latin, con, 
with ; mitio, to send). In law, the warmnt 
or letters patent by which a person is 
authorised to exercise jurisdiction. In 
milita^ affairs, tho warrant of authority 
by which an officer holds a post in the army. 
In commerce, the order by which One 
traffics or negotiates for another ; also the 
per contago given to agents and factors for 
transacting the business of others. 

Committee, kom-mittee (Latin, eon, 
with ; mitio, to send). Those to whom iha 
consideration of any business or question 
is referred, either by a legislative body, a 
society, or any number of individuals. 
Committee of the llonse is a parliamentary 
phrase, denoting that the members, as a 
body, rosolvo themselves into a committee, 
suspending the standing rules of debate, 
ana permitting tbe members to make their 
observations. Standing Committees are such 
as are appointed for a definite period, to 
take charge of any particular matters. 
Special Committees are such as are appointed 
over a special subject, and whose office 
ceases as soon as they havo reported to 
their constituents, or brought the matter 
under their charge to an issue. 

Commitment, kom-mitment (Latin, 
con, with; mitto, to send). The act of 
sending a person to prison by warrant, 
either for a crime or misdemeanour; a 
parliamentary expression when a bill is re- 
ferred to a committee for consideration. 

CommixtTlTe, kom-miksturo (Latin, 
con, together ; misceo, to mix). The act of 
mingling ; the state of being mingled ; in- 
corporation; the mass formed by mingling 
different things, &a 

Commodore, kommo-dore (Spaidah, 
comendador, a commander). A semorm^ 
tain in the royal navy appointed to the 
command of a squadron of ships xAt war 
destined on some particular servKKti his 
vessel carrying a broad, tapering peadaot 
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If appointed to the permanent rank of 
commodore, his pendant, which receives 
the name of a broad-pendant, is forked, 
l^e leading ship of a Meet of merchant- 
men also hM the name of commodore. 

Oommon Ijaw. Tim V>o(ly of rules 
for administering justice within the king- 
dom, groundoil upon the general customs 
or usages of the realm, and distinguished 
from the statute laws, as having been the 
law of the land before any of the acts of 
parliament now extant were made. 

Commozi-plaoe Book. A sort of 
register or orderly collection of things 
worthy to bo noted in a book. 

Common Fleas. In law, pleas inclu- 
ding all civil actions between subject and 
subject ; for the deciding of these, there is 
mstituted the Court of Common Plea^i con- 
ftothig of a chief and other three judges. 

Commonage, kommon-adj (Latin, 
€071, with ; munu&f a gift). The right of 
usii^ or pasturing on a common ; the just 
right of enjoying anything in common 
witii other persons. 

Commonalty, kommon-alty (Latin, 
eoa, with ; munus, a gift.) The common 
people; those olasses below the rank of 
nobuity. 

Commoner, kommun-mr. A member 
of the House of Commons; a student of 
the second rank in the universities of 
Xngland ; a term also applied to private 
gentlemen generally. 

Commons, kom-munz. The lower 
House of Parliament, consisting of the 
representatives of cities, boroughs, and 
counties; the vulgar; the common people, 
or those who have neither honours nor 
titles ; food* provided at a common table, as 
at colleges, mns of court, &g. 

Commonwealth, kommun-welth 
(from eommoTt, and wool or wealth). The 
entire bulk of the people of any state in 
their social and political relations; an 
established form of civil polity or govern- 
ment; a republic, or that form of govern- 
ment emanating from the franchises of a 
free people. 

Commnne, kom-mewn (Latin, com- 
mumco, to share). To converse or talk to- 
gether; to impart wmtiments mutually; 
to in meditation. A French com- 

mme is a small territorial division or 
district of ^ oountiy. 

ConimiuiioaiLlte kom-munlkant. One 
who partakes of the sacrament of the 
2iord*s Supper. 


Communism, kommu-n zm. Com- 
munity of property among all the citizens 
of a state. 

Commutation, kommu-tayshun (Lat, 
with; mu to, to change). Change; alter- 
ation ; exchange for another. In law, the 
change of a penalty or punishment from 
a greater to a less, as when death is com- 
muted to transportation. 

Companion. In a vessel, a raised 
hatch, or covering, to the cabin or stair; 
the companion ladder is that by which 
officers ascend to and descend from the 
quarter-dock. 

Company. In military affairs, a body 
of infantry, consisting usually of from 
sixty to a hundred men, commanded by a 
captain, who has under him a lieutenant 
and an ensign. 

Comparative Anatomy. The ana- 
tomy of all organised bodies, animal or 
vegetable, compared with a view to illus- 
trate the general principles of organisation. 

Compatible, kom-patty-bl (Latin, con, 
with ; petOf to seek). Consistent with duty ; 
well adapted for. 

Compatriot, kom-patry-ot (Latin, con, 
with ; patria, ono’s countrj"). A fellow- 
countryman; a patriot of the same 
nation. 

Compeer, kom-peer (Latin, con, with ; 
par, equal). An equal ; a companion ; an 
associate. 

. Compendium, kom -pondy-um (Latin, 
con, with ; pendeo, to hang). A summary ; 
an abridgment; a brief compilation or 
composition. 

Compete, kora-poot (Latin, con, with ; 
peio, to seek). To contend with ; to enter 
into rivalry with another; to strive for 
sometliing that another is striving for. 

Complacent, kom-playsent (Latin, 
con, with ; placeo, to please). Evincing a 
mildness of manners ; showing pleasure or 
satisfaction. 

Complaisance, komplah-zans (French, 
complaisance). Suavity; mildness of de- 
portment; courteous behaviour. 

Complement, komply-ment (Latin, 
con, w'ith; plmus, full). In a numerical 
sense, the complement of a number is what 
is wanted to make it 1, 10, or 100, or any 
number consisting of 1 with the annexa- 
tion of ciphers; in a general sense it is 
used to denote that the required or proper 
number is attained, as an omnibus having 
its complement of passengers. ^ 
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Complex, kom-ploks (Latin, compledo^f 
to comprehend). Complicated j inyolved ; 
eompoeed of many pai*ts. 

Complication, komply-kayshun (Lat. 
€on, together; jitkot to be knit). A 
mixture of many things; an entangle- 
ment. A eomplicatioTb of disorde\'8 denotes 
the simultaneous existence of many dis- 
eases, not exactly dependent on each 
other. 

Compline, kom-plin. The closing 
prayer of the day in the Romish breviary. 

Complot, kom-plot (Latin, con, to- 
gether ; and plot). To conspire together ; 
to combine for the purpose of executing 
any design generally understood as of a 
criminal nature. 

Component, kom-ponent (Latin, c'm, 
with; ponOf to place). Forming a com- 
pound ; an elementary part of a compound 
body. 

Composite Order, kompo-zit. (Lat. 
con, togethor ; pono, to place). Made up 
of parts. In architecture, the last of the 
five orders of columns, composed of the 
Ionic and Corinthian. 

Composite Numbers. Such num- 
bers as some other ntimber beside units 
will measure, as 12, which is measured by 
2, 8, 4, and 6. 

Composition. In music, a piece 
written according to the rules of art. 
In painting, the putting together the 
several parts of a picture, so as to display 
tho whole to the best advantage, hi 
commerce, an agreement entered into be- 
tween an insolvent debtor and his* credi- 
tor, by which the latter consents to accept 
a part of tho debt in compensation for the 
whole. 

Compositor, kom-pozzy-tur. In letter- 
press printing, one who sets or, composes 
type, and makes it up into forms and 
pages for the press. 

Comport, kom-port (Latin, con, to- 
gether ; poo'io, to carry). To conduct ; to 
behave one’s self ; to agree with ; to suit. 

Compost, kom-post (Italian, composta). 
In agriculture, a composition consisting of 
various manuring substances. The word 
is frequently pronounced compo. 

Comprehension, kompre-henshun 
f^tin, con, with ; preliendo, to take). 
Capacity ; understanding ; a compendium 
or shridginont in which much is com- 
prised. 
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Compromise, kompro-mize (Lotim 
con, with ; promiUo, to promis^. A 
mutual promise of two or more parties, 
who cannot agree, to refer the settlement 
of their case to a decision of arbitrators ; 
this word is also used to imply a pledge 
undertaken for another without his eon* 
currence or consent; the subjecting an- 
other person to hazard. 

Compulsion, kom-puldmn (Latin, con, 
with; pello, to drive). The act of com- 
pelling to something; force or violence 
used to gain some object. 

Compunction, komjiunki^un (Latin, 
con, with; pungo, to prick). Remorse; 
grief from the consciousness of having 
acted wrongly. 

Compurgation, kompur-gayshun 
(Latin, con, with; purgo, to purge). In 
law, the act of justifpng the veracity of 
one person by the testimony of another. 

Computation, kompu-tayshun (Latin, 
C07., together ; nuto, to reckon). ^ The act 
of reckoning ; tne process by which sums 
or numbers are estimated ; the collection, 
distribution, or sottlement by calculation. 

Con Amore, konnah-mor-e (Italian, 
con amore, with love). In good earnest ; 
with one’s whole heart and soul ; perform- 
ing anything not as a set task, out as a 
pleasurable occupation. 

Concatenation, kon-katty-nayshim 
(Latin, con, with; catena, a chain). A 
series of links ; a connection or union of 
things, depending on each other, in suc- 
cessive order. 

Concave, kon-kavo TLatin, coneavus, 
hollow). Hollow in the inside ; rounded, 
as the inner surface of a cup ; opposed to 
convex. 

Concentrate, konsen-trate (LaUn, 
con, with ; centrum, the centre). To bring 
to a common point or centre; to bhid in 
close union ; to cause to occupy less iqpaoe; 
to render more dense. 

Conception, kon-sepshun (Latin, eca, 
with; capio, to take). The action by 
which a new being is produced ; tho actiov 
of the mind, by which wo perceive certain 
relations between ideas and the object! 
they refor to ; notion ; idea; image in the 
mind. 

Concert Pitch. The degree of ele- 
vation principally adopted for a given note^ 
and by which the other notes are governed. 
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Oono^rtOy kon^serio (Italian, concerto)* 
k piec« ol muaio, consisting of several parts, 
playe4 loj the various instruments com- 
prohestra. 

Cfonceasion, kon-seshun (Latin, con, 
frith ; cedo, to yield). The act of granting 
or y^ding a matter; paying a deference 
to the wishes of others. 


Oonohqlo^, kon-kollo-jy 
eoncha, a shell; loffos, a discourse), 
aoience which treats of shells ; their form, 
relations, and classification. 

CoUGiorg^e* konsy-alrzh (French, con- 
eUnyc)* Porter; portress; door-keeper; 
keeper of a place or castle. 

Conciliate, kon silly-ate (Latin, con- 
dlio, to bring together). To win by kind- 
ness ; to gain ; to reconcile. 

CondBely^ ,kon-Bls6-le (Latin, con, 
with; ccesum, cutting). Briefly; shortly; 
^pressing much in a few words. 

, Conclctve, kon-klave (Latin, con, to- 
l^ether; kleio, to shut^. In a general 
iense, a private assembly of persons for 
the discussion of some important matter; 
it applies especially to the assembly of 
cardinals, when the election of a pope 
takes place, and is so termed, in con- 
sequenoe of the cardinals being locked up 
in separate apartments during the days of 
election. 


(Latin, 

That 


ConoltlBive, kon-klewziv (Latin, con, 
together; clamo, to close). Decisive: 
putting an end to debate; giving a final 
determination. 


Concoct, kon-kokt (Latin, con, with; 
eoetum, dig^ted). To digest ; to mature, 
or bring to perfection. 

Concomitant, kon-kommy-tont (Lat. 
con, with; comes, a companion). Ao- 
eompaaying ; conforming with ; , ' oomiz^ 
and going with, as cellat^al 


Concur, kon-kur (Latin, con, together; 
curro, to run). To meet at one point ; to 
agree together in the same principles. ' 

Concussion, kon-kushshon (Latin, con, 
together; gwmum, shaken). The act of 
shaking or striking together; a sudden 
shock or jar. In pathologjf, generally 
applied to injuries of the biain, indepen- 
dent of fracture of the skull by blows or 
faUsL 

Condense, kon-dens (Latin, con, to- 
gether; densiLS, close). To compress into 
a smaller compass ; to make thick ; to ope- 
rate on any body, so as to cause its consti- 
tuent particles ta unite more closely, and 
render the body itself of less bulk. 

Condign, kon-dine (Latin, con, with; 
dignus, worthy). Worthy of a person. 
It is used of something deserved by crime, 
as condign punishment— deserved punish- 
ment. 

Condiment, kondy-mont (Latin, con- 
dimentum, a provoker of the appetite). 
Seasoning ; sauce ; anything used to give 
relish to food, or excite the appetite. 

Condole, kon-dolo (Latin, con, with ; 
doleo, to grieve). To grievo with others ; 
to express sorrow or concern for the dis- 
tress of others. 

Condonation, kondo-nayshun (Latin, 
con, with; dono, to give). Pardoning or 
overlooking an offence; forgiving an in- 
jury. 

Condottieri, kondot-te-o-re (Italian, 
eondoiiiem). In Italian history, a class of 
military mercenary adventurers, who, 
during the fourteenth and ^oenth 
centuries, had followers at their command 
amounting to armies, which were hired out 
to sovereign princes and states. 

Conduce, kon-dewse (Latin, condneo, 
to lead to). To promote or serve towards 
a purpose, as exercise condwes to health. 


Concordance,' kon-kordans (Latin, 
con, with ; cor, the heart). An index or 
^ctimiaty to a book, in which all the lead- 
ing wotds.nsed are alphabetically arranged, 


with referextees to 1 
are to be found. 


Concordat, kon-kordat. In canon 
law, Ah "agreement resjpooting some bene- 
ficiary matter, in paruoular when made 
between the Pope end a prince. 


< Concrete, kon-kreet (Latin, c<yii, to- 
ffother ; crecoo, to grow). United in ^wth ; 
ibnned by a union of separate particles. 


Conduit, kon-dwit (French, condwiC). 
A canal or pipe made use of for the con- 
veyance of water ; a place furnished with 
a tap, whence people are publicly supplied 
with water. 

Cone, kone (Greek, konos, tending to a 
point). A solid figuro, tapering regularly 
to a point from a circular base, as a sugar- 
loaf, or a pine. 

Con&.blilate, kon-fabudate (Latin, 
con, together; foMo, to talk). To talk 
f amiliar ly togetoer; to discuss witboct 
ceremony. 
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Confectioxiy kou-fokl^hun (Latin, eon, i 
with ; /ado, to make). A sweetmeat ; a 
preparation of fruit, sugar, &c. 

Confederate, kon-fedder-at (Latin, 
eo7i, together ; /mans, a league). An accom- 
plice ; an associate in vice or crime, by 
agreement or contract. 

Conference, konfur-ens (Latin, con, 
with ; feiro, to bear). Formal discussion ; 
an appointed meeting for discussing some 
point. 

Confidant, konfe-dant (Latin, con, 
with ; /do, to trust). One entrusted with 
tho secrete or private affairs of another. 

Configuration, kon - figu - rayshun 
(Latin, con, with ; /guro, to form). Exter- 
nal form or shape ; the form of the various 
parts of anything as they are chsposod to 
each other. Aspect of the planets. 

Confirmation, konfirm-ayshun (Latin, 
con, with ; /•t'mo, to make firm). The act 
of establishing or confirming by undeniable 
proof. In the English Church, the cere- 
mony of laying on of hands in the 
admission of baptised persons to tho enjoy- 
ment of Christian privileges. 

Confiscation, konfis-kayshun (Latin, 
eon, with ; /scus, tribute-money). The act 
of condemning as forfeited, and adjudging 
the property of the public treasury; as 
smuggled goods are sensed and sold for tho 
benefit of the Crown. 

Conflagration, kon - flah - grayshun 
(Latin, con, together ; /agro, to burn). A 
largo fire ; an object burnt in every part ; 
ihe burning of many things together, as 
the portion of a city or of a forest. 

Confiict,kon-flikt (Latin, con, together; 
/igo, to strike against). A violent opposi- 
tion ; contest ; combat ; struggle. 

Confluence, kon-fiewens (Latin, con, 
together ; fluo, to flow). A flowing together ; 
the jimction or union of two or more 
streams ; a concourse or meeting together 
of many people. 

Conform, kon-form (Latin, con, with ; 
formo, to form). To make like ; to adapt 
to a form ; to comply with ; to live or act 
according to. 

Confound, kon-fownd (Latin, con, to- 
gather ; to pour). To mingle; to 
mix together; to t^w into disorder; to 
regard or treat one thing as another; to 
astonish ; to stupefy ; to amaze. 

Confrere, kong-frair (French, confrere), 
K eorapeer ; a brother in a professional or 
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social sense ; smything worthy of being pre» 
seated with another. 

Confront, kon-front (Latin, con, with; 
from, front). To stand in fuff view ; to set 
face to face os the accuser and the accused; 
to compare one thing with another. 

Confute, kon-fewt (Latin, con, together ; 
faiido, to pour). To destroy an argument 
by proving its fallacy; to prove to be 
erroneous. 

Conge, kong-zhay (French, c(mgi; leave, 
dismissal). The act of reverence ; bow ; 
curtsey ; farewell. A person who is dis- 
missed from on employment is said to have 
received his congL 

Conge d’Elire, kong-zhaide-leer 
(French, congi, leave ; d^eUre, to elect). 
The writ and licence given by the sove- 
reign to the dean and chapter to choose a 
bishop. 

Congeal, kon-jeel (Latin, con, together ; 
gelo, to freeze). To change from a fluid 
to a solid state ; to bind or fix, as by cold ; 
to freeze or harden into ice. 

Congener, koniy-nur (Latin, con, 
with; genua, same kind). On© of the 
I same s^k ; a thing partaking of a simi- 
lar nature. 

Congenial, kon-joen-yal (Latin, con, 
with ; genus, same kind). Partaking of tho 
same genus, disposition, or nature. 

Congenital, konjenny-tal (Latin, con, 
with ; geniVm, bom). Of the same birth. 
In patnology, applied to any defect of con- 
figuration, infixmity, or disease which 
exists in an indifiaual at the time of 
birth. 

Congestion, kon-jestyun (Latin, cm, 
with; gero, to bear). tJnnatural acou« 
mulation of blood or humours. 

ConglomerateL kon > glommy - ratf 
(Latin, con, with ; glonvua, a heap, or ball). 
To collect together into a heap or masa ; to 
make a ooropaot of firregular fragments, 

Cbn&ratulate^ kon-gratu-late (Latin, 
con, wmi ; gratua, agreeable). To wish 
joy or happiness to another on any am^- 
clous occasion, as a marriage, a birth, or 
on honourable appointment. 

Congresi^, ^ kon -gross (Latin, cmi. 
with ; g^'ctdua, a step). A meeting, as ol 
the sovereigns or representatives of states ; 
the name of the national legislature 'of Aha 
United .States of America, consteting of « 
house af representatives and a senate; tlMi 
former being chosen by the people every 
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Mcond year. The senate is oomposed 9f 
two members from each state ; the sentt- 
tors are diosen for six years, by the legis- 
lature of the states they represent. 

Ckm^ruity, kon-growity (Latin, conr 
ffrutre^w come together). Fitness, suit- 
ableness ; the relation of agreement between 
things. The Latin word ffrm signifies a 
crane, and this word moans literally to 
come together as cranes do, in a Hock. 

Conical, konik-al. Having the form 
of a cone. 

Conic Section. A branch of mathe- 
matical science^ which treats of the pro- 

erties of certain curves which are fonned 

y the cutting of a cone in different 
directions. 

ConiroBtres, kon-e-ros-tres (Latin, 
conus, a cone; rostrum, a beak). In 
natural history, a numerous family of 
perching birds, distinguished by their 
strong conical beaks, as the bullfinch, the 
crow, &c. 

Corjecture, kon-iekture (Latin, con, 
together; Jacio, to throw). An opinion 
without proof, or founded only upon slight 
probabilities. 

Coz^joint, kon-joint (Latin, con, with; 
fwigo. to join). United; mutual; inti- 
mately associated in labour. 

Conjugal, konju-gal (Latin, con, to- 
gether ; jugo, to join). Belonging to mar- 
riage, or the marriage state. 

Conjugal rights, Bestitution of. 
A species of matnmonial suit, which may be 
brought either by the husband or the wife, 
ag^nst the party who is guilty of the 
injury of subtraotion, or living in a state of 
separation. 

Coz^jugate, konju-gate (Latin, con, 
with; Jugo, to join). In grammar to 
arrange a verb according to its severed 
mcod% tenses, numbers, and persons. 

Cozriuzictiou, kon-junkshun (Latin, 
coa, ; jwngo, to join). Union ; asso- 
ciauon ; league. In grammar, a part of 
ll^deeh whiem unites words or sentences, or 
expresses* therrolation of propositions or 
judgments to each other. 

Coz^urc^ kon-jure con, with; 

$wro, to swear). ^ oaU on or summon 
solemnly; to bind two txc more by oath. 

Coz\jixre, kun-jur. To practice decep^ 
tion by pretended ma^oal art, or by super- | 
natural agency, which the pmormer pro- 
lesses to summon to Ids aid. 


Cozmizig. In nautical langu^o, the 
Speratlonm directing the steering uf a 
vessel. 

Couaivazioe, kon-nivans (Latin, con, 
wHth; niveo, to wink). Voluntary blird. 
ness to an act ; consent given Dy prctoi.d- 
ing ignorance. 

Connoisseur, kon-nis-su (French^ ! 
connoisseur, one who knows). A oritical 
judge of the fine arts; one who has a 
thorough knowledge of the mentsand de- • 
merits of a performance. 

Connubial, kon-newbe-al (Latin, con, 
with; nuho, to marry). Pertaining to 
marriage; matrimonial. 

Conquest. In English history, applies 
to the invasion of William, Buko of Nor- 
mandy, when Harold, the Saxon king, was 
defeated and killed, and William became 
king of England ; this occurred in the year 
1060. 

Consanguinity, konsaiig-gwiuny-te 
(Latin, co?i, together ; ian/jraw, blood). Ile- 
lationsbip by blood; relation by descent 
from one common progenitor. 

Conscientious, konshy-enshus (Latin, 
con, with; scio, to know.) Ilogulatod oi 
governed by oonscionce. 

Conscript, kon-skript (Latin, conscriho, 
to enrol). Registered ; enrolled. CouscHpi 
Falhei'S was a title given to the Roman 
senators subsequent to the expulsion of the 
kings. 

Conscription, kon-skripshun (Latin, 
conscribo, to enrol). The compulsory en- 
rolment of individuals for the military 
or naval service, taken by ballot or other* 
wise from the people at largo. 

Consecration, koney-krayshun (Latin, 
con, with; sacro, to make sacred). The 
act of setting apart any profane or com- 
mon ’'thing for a sacred purpose ; a devo- 
tion of means, talent, time, &c., to the 
accomplishment of some exalted object. 

Consecutive, kon-seku-tiv (Latin, 
con, with ; secutum, following). Following 
in a train, or in order; uninterrupted 
in succession. 

Consequential, konsy-kwenshal (Lat., 
con, with ; sequor, to follow). Following 
as the effect or consequence ; important ; 
hence applied to a person giving himself 
consequential ah's. ^ 

Conseirvaxloy, kon-servan-se (Latin^ 
con, together ; servo, to keep). Preservtng 
without loss ; especially applied to a eo^ 
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fiold in London for tho preservation of the 
fishery in the river Thames. 

Conservative, kon-servah-tiv (Latin, 
co)if together ; sei'vo, to keep). In politics, 
a person attacked to old institutions and 
bygone observances, ^ and systematically 
averse to ebango or innovation ; opposed 
to Liberal and Radical, 

Conservatory, kon-servah-turry. A 
place where anything is kept for preserva- 
tion; especially a glazed structure, in 
which exotic plants grow in a bed of soil. 

Consign, kon-sino (Latin, row, with ; 
ngnunif a seal). To transfer from one’s 
self to another by a formal agreement ; to 
commit ; to entrust. A consignee is the 
person to whom goods are addressed or de- 
li vored on stipiilated conditions ; a con- 
signor is he who transmits such goods. 

Consistency, kon-sisten-se (Latin, 
eon, together; sisto, to stand). Natural 
state of bodies ; degree of diversity ; sub- 
stance ; agreement with itself. 

Consistory, kon-sistor-e (Latin, con- 
sisiorium, a council-house, or council of 
Roman emperors). The place of justice 
in a spiritual court ; also the coui’t itself. 
The court of every diocesan bishop, held in 
♦Jieir cathedral churches, for the trial of 
ecoie'jiartical causes arising within the 
diocoso. 

Console, kon-solo. In architecture, a 
bracket, or shoiildor-pieco ; or an orna- 
ment cut upon tho key of an arch, which 
has a projection, and on occasion serves to 
support little figures, vases, busts, &c. 

Consolidate, kon-solly-dait (Latin, 
con, with ; solidas, solid). To form into a 
solid and comiiact body ; to mako hard or 
firm ; to combino or unit© two parlia- 
mentary hills into one. 

Consolidated Fund. A name ap- 
plied to a fund formed from certain portions 
of tho joint revenues of Great Britain and 
Ireland, appropriated to the payment of 
the national debt, civil list, and other 
specified expenses of both kingdoms. 

Consols. In commerce, funds es- 
tablished by the consolidation of different 
annuities, which have boon severally 
formed into a capital 

Consonance, konso-nans (Latin, con, 
together; sowo, to sound). Concord of 
sound ; agreement of one thing with 
another. 

Contsonant, konso-nant (Latin, con, 
with ; iono, to sound). Agreeable to ; 


oonsistent with ; also, a letter which oaa« 
ndt be sounded but by the aid of a vowd. 

Con Sordini, kon-sawr-de-ne (Italian, 
eon sordini). In music, a dh*ectiou to per- 
form the passage to be played, on the 
piano, with the dampers down ; and on tho 
violin with tho mute on. Commonly 
shortened into C. S. 

Consort, kon-sort (Latin, consors, a 
partner). A companion; a partner in 
matrimony, a& Albert, Pinnct Consort of 
England. In nautical language, a vessel 
sailing in company with aiiotnor. 

Conspire, kon- spire (Latin, con, 
together; spiro, to breathe). To plot to- 
gether; to concert a crime; to agree 
together. 

Con spirito, konspe-reto (Italian, con 
spiHto). In music, a phrase donotmg that 
tho part is to be played with spirit. 

Constellation, konstoh-Iayshun (Latin, 
con, together ; Stella, a star). A cluster of 
fixed stars; applied in a general sense to 
an assemblage of splendours or excel- 
lences. 

Consternation, konstur • nayshun 
(Latin, con, with ; stmio, to throw down). 
A spocies of terror which oveipowers one’s 
faculties. 

Constipation, konste-payshun (Latin, 
constipo, to cram close). The act of stop- 
ping up; state of fulness; costiveness, or 
an obstructed state of the bowels. 

Constituent, konstittu-ent (Latin, con, 
with; stitno, to fix). Forming; compos- 
ing; a person who appoints; in wmeh 
latter sense the term constituent is applied 
to a voter for a member of Parliament or 
municipal body, in which his interests are 
represented by deputy. 

Constitution, konste-tewshun (Latin, 
con, with; stituo, to fix). The frame of 
body or mind ; the act of constituting. In 
politics, any form or principle of govern- 
ment, properly constituted ; also, a parti- 
cular law made by a sovereign, or other 
superior power. 

Constrain, kon-strain (Latin, con, 
with ; stringo, to bind). To compel ; to 
force to some action ; to withhold ; to pro- 
duce in opposition to nature. 

Constrict, kon-strikt (Latin, con, 
with; stringo, to bind). To contract; to 
bind ; to confine in a sxnall compass. 

Construct, kon-strukt (Latin, eon, 
with ; slruo, to form a pile), lb fom and 
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puttog^her the parts of a thing; to de- 
vise or form by the mind ; to bxiild. 

Oonstrue, kon-stru (Latln^ con, to- 
gether; st7*uo, to dispose in order). To 
arrange words in their natural order, and 
point out, according to the rules of syntax, 
the dependence which each word in a sen- 
tence has with those which precede or 
follow : in a general sense, to explain; to 
show the meaning. 

Consul, kon-sul (Latin, consul). A 
chief officer in ancient Romo, who was 
invested with supremo power; also, an 
officer appointed by Government toprotect 
the interests of its citizens in some Weign 
country. 

Consultation, konsuLtayshun (Latin, 
consulo, to take counsel together^. The 
act of private deliberation; asking the 
advice and opinion of others. In law, a 
mooting of counsel engaged by a party to 
a suit, for the purpose of deliberating on 
the best mode of procedure in a case. In 
medicine, a private deliberation held by 
the medical attendants of a patient, for the 
purpose of reviewing what has been done, 
and to determine on the future mode of 
action. 

Consummation, konsum • mayshun 
(Latin, con, with; sumo, to take). Com- 
pletion ; perfection ; tho end of the present 
state of things ; the fulfilment of a thing 
long desired. 

Consumption, kon-sumpshun (Latin, 
conmmo, to waste away). The act of con- 
suming or wasting away ; a state of dimi- 
nution. PulmonoA'y Consumption is a 
diseased state of the lungs, causing gra- 
dual decay and wasting away. 

Contact, kon-takt (Latin, coa, together ; 
tango, to touch). Touch ; close union ; tho 
juncture of two or more bodies by touch, 
not admixture. 

Contagion, kon-taje-yan (Latin, con, 
together; tango, to touch). Communica- 
tion of disease by contact, either by per- 
son or through the medium of the air. 

Contaminate, kon-tammy-nate (Lat., 
cowlamvMii), To defile ; to pollute by base 
mixture; to taint. 

Contemn, kon-tem (Latin, cont&nno, 
to scorn). To despise ; to scorn ; to regard 
with oontempt ; to disregard utterly. 

Contemplate*, kontom- plate (I^atin, 
con, with; ‘fostpfiMn; a temple). The 
piimitivo sagnification of this word is to 

behold the heavens from the ten^le;” 
the orkdnal temples beiDir open to the sky. 


To dwell upon in thought ; to consider in 
reference to a future act. 

Contemporary, kon - tempo - ra - re 
(Latin, con, with; iempus, time). A per- 
son or thing bom or existing at tho same 
time with another; a publio journal, 
speaking of another public journal, alludes 
to it as our contemporary.” 

Contempt of Court. In law, a tenn 
applied to express the offence of disobe- 
dionco of the rules and orders of a court of 
law. 

Contention, kon-tenshuu (Latin, con, 
with; tendo, to stretch). Strife ; debate; 
contest; violent struggle. 

Context, kon-toxt (Latin, con, to- 
gether; texoy to weave). Tho series of a 
discourse ; the parts which precede and 
follow a sentence. 

Contiguous, kon-tigu-us (Latin, con, 
together ; tai^go, to touch). Meeting so as 
to touch ; joining at tho surface ; border- 
ing upon. 

Continence, konty-nens (Latin, con, 
with ; teneo, to hold). Self-command ; 
restraint ; forbearance from sensual indul- 
gence. 

Continent, konty-nent. In geography, 
a wide extent of land, nowhere entirely 
separated by water, as the Continent oJf 
Europe. 

Contingent, kon-tinjent (Latin, co?i- 
iingens, happening by chance). Happen- 
ing by chance ; depending upon something 
else ; in politics, the proportion or quota, 
generally, of troops furnished by each of 
several contracting powers, according to 
some agreement entered into by them. 

Contomiati, kontawr-ne-ati (Italian, 
contomi). In numismatics, a name given 
to certain bronze metals, with a flat im- 
pression, and marked with peculiar fur- 
rows, supposed to have been struck in 
favour of Constantine the Great and his 
immediate suocessors. 

Contortion, kon -tawr- shun (Latin, 
con, with ; tortum, crookedness). Wry 
motion; twisting of the body; violent 
twisting of any parts of the body affected, 
as in convulsive diseases. 

Contour, kon-toor (French, conUour). 
Outline of a figure ; that line which any 
figure is defined or terminator 

Contra, kon-trah. A Latin preposl- 
iion, used in the composition of ^glish 
words, signifying against or in opposition to. 
In statements of accounts, the term 
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** por contra ** is used to express the other 
side. 

Contraband, kontrah-band (French, 
contraJboflide), Prohibited ; illegal ; espe- 
cially applied to smuggled goods. 

Contrabasso, kontrah-basso. Tho 
name mven to the largest kind of bass 
violin, for the playing of the lowest, or what 
is termed tho double boss; also, a term for 
thorough bass. 

Contractile, kon-traktilo (Latin, con, 
together; tractmi, drawn). Tending to 
contract; having the power to draw into 
small dimensions. 

Contractor, kon-traktur. One of tho 
parties in a contract or bargain ; ono who 
engages in operations according to specifi- 
cation, or in terms of a deed of contract. 

Contradistinguish^ kontrah-dis- 
tingwish. To distinguish by opposite 
qualities. 

Contralto, kon-tralto (Italian, con- 
tralto). In musfc, tho counter-tenor ; tho 
part immediately lielow tho treble. 

Contrariety, kontrah-riet-o (Latin, 
contrarietas). Opposition ; inconsistency ; 
repugnance. 

Contravene, kontrah-voon (Latin, 
contra, against ; venio, to come). To 
oppose ; to obstruct ; to batflo, 

Contre-temps, kontrah-tong (French, 
eontre, against ; temps, time). A mis- 
cliance; a mishap; happening inoppor- 
tunely. 

Controller. In law, an overseer or 
ofiicer, appointed to contiol or oversee the 
accounts of other oflSicers. 

Controversy, kontro-ver-se (Latin, 
contra, against; verio, to turn). Debate; 
dispute ; quarrel ; opposition by written 
argument. 

Contumacy, kon-tumoh-se (Latin, 
cwif with; iumeo, to swell). Obstinacy; 
stubbornness; perverseness. In law, a 
wilful contempt and dispbedienco to any 
lawful summons or order of court. 

Contumely, kon-tumeh-le (Latin, con, 
with; twneo, to swell). Eudeness; inso- 
lence; haughty reproach; bitterness of 
language. 

Contusion, koh-tewzhun (Latin, con, 
with ; twsnm, bruised). The act of bruising 
or boating ; a hurt resulting from a shock 
or blow from a blunt body, without break- 
ing the skin. A contused wound is the term 
lor such a hui*t when the skin is broken. 
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Conundrum. A riddle ; a low jest. 

Convalescence, konval-essens (.Latin, 
con, with ; valeo, to be strong). Recovery 
of health ; especially that interval between 
the cessation of actual disease and the 
restoration to robust health. This term is 
sometimes erroneously used to denote a 
person being in health, without any rela- 
tion to previous illness ; but tho structure 
of tho word indicates tho recovery of 
health, rather than the mere possession 
of it. 

Convene^ kon-veen (Latin, con, to- 
gether; vemo, to come). To cause to 
assemble ; to bring together ; to promote 
a meeting. 

Convent, kon-vent (Old French, con- 
ventus, an assembly). A monastery, oi 
nunnery ; a community of persons devoted 
to religious seclusion. 

Conventicle, kon-venty-kul (Latin, 
con, with ; venio, to come). A term applied 
firs!/ to the little private mootings of 
tho followers of John Wickliffe, and after- 
wards to the religious meetings of Non- 
conformists. 

Convention, kon-venshun (Latin, 
conventio, a meeting of people). Tho act 
of assembling together ; a formal meeting 
or gathering of persons for some deliberate 
puri>ose ; an agreement previous to a 
definite treaty. 

Conventional, kon-venshun-al (Fr., 
conventionnel). Stipulated; agreed on by 
contract; arising out of custom or tacit 
agreement. 

Converge, kon-vurj (Latin, con. to- 
gether; vergo, to incline). To tend to* 
wards one point ; opposed to diverge. 

Conversant, kon-versant (Latin, c<m, 
together ; versum, turned). Familiar with ; 
having a perfect knowledge of. 

Conversassione, konver-sahtze-ona 
(Italian). A meeting of persons for the 
puroose cf converssdion and interchange 
of iaeas ; usually devoted to scientific and 
literary subjects. 

Converse, kon-vurs (Latin, con, with ; 
versum, turned). In geometry, a proposi- 
tion is said to be the converse of another 
when, after drawing a conclusion from 
something first proposed, w6 proceed to- 
suppose what had been first included, and 
to draw from it what had boon supposed. 

Conversion, kon-vershun (Latin, cem, 
with ; versum, turned). The art of Chang- 
ing from one form or state into another ; 
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ohangftf from one religion to another, or 
from reprobation to grace. 

Convertible, kon-vertv-bl (Latin, con, 
vith; veno, to turn). Changeable from 
acke state or condition into another ; having 
so strong a resemblance that one may be 
converted for the other. 

Convex, kon-veks (Latin, con, with; 
vectim, conveyed). Eising in a circular 
form on the exterior surface, os the outside 
of a cup ; opposed to concave. 

Convex Ijens. An optical arrange- 
ment, by moans of which light proceed- 
ing from its focus is re-convergea on the 
other side, upon which a picture of the 
object is made. 

Conveyance, kon-vayans (Latin, con, 
with ; ve/io, to carry). In law, the trans- 
mission of property, titles, or claims from 
one person to another; the writing by 
which a conveyance of property is made. 

Convocation, konvo-kayshun (Latin, 
e«m, together; voco, to call). The act of 
calling an assembly together ; an assembly 
of the clergy for consultation upon eccle- 
siastical matters. 

Convoluted, konvo-lowted (Latin, con, 
together; volvo, to roll). Rolled together; 
one port twisted on another. 

Convoy, kon-voi (Latin, con, together; 
peAo, to carry ) . To accoi^any for defence ; 
to escort. In nautical affairs, one or more 
ships of war employed to attend and pro- 
tect merchant ships from pirates, or from 
a common enemy in time of war. 

Convulsion, kon-vulshun (Latin, con, 
together; vuUam, pulled). Violent mo- 
tion ; tumult ; an involuntary contraction 
of the fibres and muscles, causing a pre- 
ternatural distortion of the body and 
limbs. 

Cooing, kooing. The note of the dove 
or the pigeon. 

Coolie. A labourer in the East Indies 
and other places, who hires himself out 
by the day or hour, much in the same way 
as our dock-labourers do. 

Co-operate, ko-opper-ate (Latin, con, 
together ; work;* To labour jointly 
imo^er to the same end ; to work 
hither to produoi^the some result. 

Co-ordinate, ko-ordin-ait (Latin, con, 
with; ordo, order). Holding the same 
rank. 

Copal, ko-pal. An American name 
given to dear gums. A colourless and 


nearly transparent resin, obtained from the 
Mexican plant, rhus copallinum. 

Co-partner, ko-partnur {co and parf- 
ncf). One who has a share in some common 
stock or business. 

Cope, kop© (Saxon, coeppe). A cover 
for the head ; a priest’s cloak ; a portion of 
the vestments worn in sacred ministra- 
tions ; anything which is spread overhead, 
os the arch of the sky ; or the archwork 
over an entrance. 

Copemican, ko-pemy-kan. Relating 
to the astronomical system of Copeniicus. 
This system supposes the sun to be placed 
in the centre, and all the other bodies to 
revolve round it in a particular manner. 

Copious, kopy-uB (Latin, copia, plenty). 
Plentiful; ample; in large quantities; 
abounding in words or images ; opposed to 
concise. 

Copperas, kopper-as, - A name formerly 
synonymous with vitriol, and hence applied 
to bluo, white, and green vitriol, but 
especially the groon ; a factitious sulphate 
of iron. 

Copper Ifickel, kop-pur nik-el. A 
native arsoniuret of nickel ; a mineral of 
copper-colour, found in Westphalia. 

Copper-plate Printing. The pro- 
cess of taking impressions from copper- 
plates, which is done by moans of a rolling 
press. 

Copy. Among printers and authors, 
the manuscript, or original, of the matter 
to be printed. 

Copyhold. In law, a species of cus- 
tomary estate, said to be held by copy of 
court roll ; that is, by copy of the rolfs of 
a manor, made by tiio steward of a lord’s 
court. 

Copyright. The exclusive right of 
printing and publishing copies of any liter- 
al periomiance or musical composition, 
either by an author in his own right, or 
vested in the hands of those to whom k 
may have assigned that right. 

Coquette, ko-ket (French, collie)* 
vain, deceitful girl or woman, who endea- 
vours to gain admirers by artful lures and 
affected manners. 

Corable, kora-kul (W elsh, cwrwglt), A 
boat used in Wales by fishermen, made by 
drawing leather or oil-cloth upon a frame of 
wicker-work. 

Coral, kor-al (Greek, koTattum), A 
hard, calcareous substance found in the 
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ocean, having ashrub-li&e appearance, and 
of varioufl colours. 

Coral-reef or Coral Islajid. A reef 
or island formed chiefly of coral, but 
usually mingled with a large number of 
^ells and other marine matters. 

Corbels, kawr-bels. In architecture, 
a row of stones projecting from the wall to 
■upport the parapet in castellated and 
Gothic edifices, instead of brackets or 
modillions. The term is also apphed to a 
horizontal row of stouei^ and timber in a 
wall or vault, to support the roof or floor. 

Cordeliers, kawr-de-leers (French, 
cordelier). An order of friars, so named 
from a knotted cord worn around the waist, 
in place of a belt. 

Cordon, kawr-don (French, cordon). 
In fortification, a row of stones, roundod 
on the outer side, and set between the 
waU of the fortress which lies aslope, and 
the parapet, which stands perpendicular ; 
also a ribbon worn as an honourable dis- 
tinction. 

Cordovan, kawr-do-van. A leather 
made from the skin of a seal, horse, or 
goat ; Spanish leather, so called, made at 
Cordova, in Spain. 

Corduroy, kawr-du-roy (French, cord, 
cord; du, of the; roi, king). A stout, 
corded cotton cloth fabric, originally made 
of silk, and worn by royalty. 

Cordwainer, kawr-do-nur {cordovan, 
Spanish leather). A shoemaker. Under 
this title shoemakers are incorporated ; as 
the Cordwainers* Company, in Loudon. 

Corinthian Order, ko-rinth-yan. In 
architecture, the noblest, richest, and most 
elegant of the five orders *, so called, be- 
cause first erected at Corinth. 

Cormorant, kawrmo-rant. A sea-bird 
of the pelican tribe, notorious for devour- 
ing fish in enormous quantities ; this name j 
is applied to a glutton. 

Cornea, kawr-neah (Latin, comn, a I 
horn). The horny, transparent portion of 
the ball of the eye. 

Corneons, kawmee-us (Latin, c<ymu, 
a horn). Homy, resembling horn. 

Comer Stone, The stone which 
nmtes two walls at the corner. The chief 
stone. 

Cornett kawr-net. A cavalry officer who 
bears the oolcmrs of the troop, and holding 
tank nejrt; below a lieutenant ; also, a musical 
iostnimeziti closely resembling a trumpet. 


Comet-a- Piston, A brass wine 
musical instrument. 

Comice, kawr-nis. In architecture, 
any moulded projection which serves to 
crown or finish the part to which it is 
affixed, as the comice of a room. 

Corn-Hent. A money rental, varying 
in amount according to the fluctuations iii 
the price of grain. For the purpose of 
assessing a corn-rent, the average price of 
wheat alone, or of wheat and any other 
grain, is taken, sometimes for one year, 
and sometimes for a number of years. 

Cornucopia, kawr-nu-kopy-yab, (Lat., 
cornu, a horn; copia, plenty). A fabu- 
lous horn, which Hercules is said to 
have broken from the head of Achelous, 
and which was filled by the nymphs with 
all manner of fruits of flowers, and thus 
made the emblem of abundance. 

Corollary, ko-rollah-re (Latin, corolla, 
a little crown). A conclusion ; an infer> 
ence ; a consequence drawn from premises, 
or from what is advanced or demon- 
strated. 

Coronal, korro-nal (Latin, corona, a 
crown). A garland; a chaplet; a crown, 
belonging to the top of the bead. 

Coroner, korro-uur. An officer whose 
duty it is to inquire into the cause of any 
sudden or violent death. IXe is so called, 
because anciently he was principally con- 
cerned with pleas of the Crown. 

Coronet, korro-net (Latin, coroaa, a 
crown). In heraldry, a small crown worn 
by the nobility ; a duke's, cm'onei is ^omed 
with strawberry leaves ; a marquis's coro- 
net has leaves with pearls introduced ; an 
earVs coronet has the pearls raised on the 
top of the leaves ; the viscount's coronet is 
surrounded with pearls only; a barm's 
coronet has but four pearls. 

Corporal, knwrpo-ral The lowest 
officer of a company of infantry, next be- 
low a sergeant ; lus chief duty is to place 
and relieve sentinels. 

Corporation, kawrpo-rayshun (Latin, 
corpus, body). A body politio, authorised 
by prescription, patent, charter, or act of 
arliament, to have a common seal ; one 
ead officer or more, able, by their common 
consent, to grant or receive in law any** 
thing within the compass of their charts, 
and to sue and be sued as one man. Cor* 
porations are either spiritual or temporal** 
spiritual, os bishops, deans, and dea^oni 
&c. ; temporal, as mayor, common oouncu. 
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ka, ; and some aro of a mixed natui*o, as 
tlie heads of colleges and hospitals. 

Corporeal^ kawrpo-real (Latin, cw- 
pw, hdd^). Pertaining to the body only ; 
not spiritual. 

Corps, kore (French, eojyjs). A French 
term, used to denote a body of troops or 
wiy division of the army j also applied to 
the Bide Volunteers, as a body. 

Corps d’armee, kore-dor-mai (Fr. 
coj'ps, body ; (Varnih, of the army). A 
portion of an array ; a military forco. 

Corpse, kawrps (Latin, corpnsj body). 
Tlie dead body of a human being. 

Corpulence, kawxpu-lens (Latin, cor- 
fmletUict), Excessive fatness ; bulkiness 
of body. 

Corpuscle, kawr-puskiil (Latin, eor- 
yusculum, diminutivo of coipus, body). A 
minute particle ; an atom ot which a body 
is composed or made up. 

Corpus Ohristi, kawr-pus kris-te 
(Latin, cotptts. body; ChrisH, of Clirist). 
A festival of the Church of England, kept 
on the first Thursday after Trinity Sunday, 
instituted in honour of the Eucharist ; to 
which elso one of the colleges at Oxford is 
dedicated. 

Corrective, kor-rektiv (Latin, con, 
with ; reclns, straight). Having the power 
to alter or obviate any bad qualities ; limi- 
tation; restriction. 

Corregidor, kor-rejjy-dur. A Spanish 
magistrate. 

Correlative, kor-rellah-tiv (Latin, con, 
with: re, back; latum, carried). Having 
a reciprocal relation, so that tho existence 
of one in a particular state depends upon 
the existence of another. 

Corridor (Italian, conridore). A long 
gallery or passage in a building connected 
with various departments, and sometimes 
running round a quadrangle. 

Corroborate, kor-rohbo-rate (Latin, 
ea», with ; rolmr, strength). To confirm ; 
to establish ; to give additional strenj^h 
to. Corroborative evidence is that which 
sohfintts and bears out testimony already 
^ven. . 

OorrOBive, kor-roz!v (Latin, con, 
witii ; rodo, to gnaw). That wlfich has tho 
quality of eating or wearing away gradually. 
Vmroeive eubhmate is tho percbloride of 
mercury, and is highly poisonous. 

Corrugate, korru*gat© (Latin, con, 
with; mga, a wrinkle). To wrinklo or 
purse up ; to contract. 


Corsage, kor*saj (French, m'mge). 
Tho front part of a lad/s dross, covering 
tho bust. 

Corsair, kor-sair (Latin, enrsum^ 
speed). A pirate ; one who scours the 
ocean with a view of plimdor ; tho name 
is applied alike to tho vessel and tho per- 
son. 

Corselet, kawrs-let (French, corselet). 
A light cuirass ; a coat of armour for the 
fore part of the body, anciently worn by 
pikemon. 

Corset, kawr-set (French, corset). A 
kind of bodice or stays worn by females. 

Cortege, kor-taje (French, cortige). 
A train of attendants. 

Cortes, kawr-tez (Spanish, caries). Tlio 
Spanish and Portuguese parliament, or 
assembly of the states, composed of the 
nobility, clergj’', and representatives of 
cities. 

Cortical, kawrty-kal (Latin, cortex, 
bark). Partaking of the nature of bark, 
or the external covering of trees and shrubs. 

Coruscation, korrus-kayshun (Latin, 
comsco, to glitter). A quick, sudden, and 
short, flashing light, as that produced by 
tho explosion of fireworks. 

Corvette, kawr-vot (Spanish, cot'veta). 
A sloop of war, ranking next below a 
frigate ; it is rigged like a ship, and carries 
one tier of guns on a flush. 

Cosmetic, koz-mottik (Greek, lomios, 
beauty). A term usually applied to any 
article employed for beautifying tho com- 
plexion, hair, or teeth ; or that in any 
way contributes to enhance personal 
beauty. 

Cosmogony, koz-mogah-no (Latin, 
cosmicus, according to the course of tho 
world). That science which treats of the 
formation of the world. 

Cosmopolite, koz-moppo-lite (Greek, 
hosmos, the world: poliies, a citizen). A 
citizen of the world ; one who has no fixed 
residence, but makes himself at home 
wherever he goes ; also, of enlarged feel- 
ings, embracing the whole human race. 

Cosmoram^ kozmo-rahmoh. A pic- 
turesque exhibition of drawings viewed 
through a convex lens. 

Cosset. Among farmers, a colt, caJf, 
or lamb, brought up by the Imiid without 
the dam. In genertd terms, a pot, ons 
who is tended with extreme care and indui 
genoe. 
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CoStelPBlonffer. One who hawks 
fruit and veget^les about for sale. The 
tenn originates in costard^ a large kind of 
apple, which originally formed the staple 
portion of the costermonger’s stock. 

Costive, kos-tiv (Latin, con, together ; 
tlipo, to bind). Bound in body; having 
the bowels obstructed. 

Costs of Suit. The oxponsos attend- 
ing a law-suit, for the chief part of wliich 
the party losing the cause is liable, unless 
specmlly ruled to the contrary. 

Costume, kos-tewm (French, coniume). 
The established or emtomary stylo of dress. 
In painting and sculpture, the adaptation 
of aU the details of a subject to cha- 
racter, time, place, &c. 

Coterie, ko-to-roe (French, coterie), A 
friendly or fashionable association ; a select 
party of friends ; a society which is very 
choice in the selection of its members. 
The origin of the term was purely com- 
mercial, signifying an association in which 
each member furnished his part, and bore 
his share in the profit and loss. 

Cotillion, ko-tilyong (French, cotillon), 
A brisk lively dance, usually performed by 
eight persons. 

Cottage Ornd, kot-tazh or-nay 
(French, cottage, cottage; ornJi, adorned). 
A cottage villa; an ornamental cottage; 
a cottage residence belonging to persons in 
good circumstances, as contradistinguished 
from the cottages of the poor. 

Cotyledon, ko-te-lp-don (Greek, hoiyle, 
a cavity). In botany, the perishable seed- 
lobe of plants. 

Couchant, koosh-awng (French, cou- 
chant, lying down). In heraldry, the 
posture of lying down, but with ttie head 
orect; applied to a lion or other beast. 

Couch-grass. A noxious weed which 
spreads very fast in arable land, and chokes 
everything else that is sown. 

Couleur de Kose, koo-]^d-roze 
(French, concur, colour; de me; of tho 
rose). Highly coloured; too favourably 
depicted ; used to denote the romantic and 
highly-coloured pictures which are some- 
times drawn of life, in opposition to sombre 
reality. 

Counteract, kownter-akt (Latin, con- 
ifa, against ; cLctum, done). To act contrary 
to ; to hinder or frustrate by an opposite 
agency. 

Counterfeit, kownter-feet (Latin, 
milra, against ; factnm, made). To forge. 


copy, or feign ; to imitate with the intea* 
tion of making a thing pass off as genuine 
or original. Figuratively, to put on the 
appearance of something really excellent. 

Countermand, kownter-mand (Latin, 
C(mtra, opposite ; tnando, to bid). To re- 
voke a command ; to cancel an order pre- 
viously given. 

Countermarch, kownter - march 
(Latin, contra, opposite ; French, marcher, 
march). To march back again; to chang(3 
tho wings and front of a battalion, whorol)y 
the men in front are taken to the roar. 
Figuratively, a change or alteration of 
measures or conduct, opposite to those 
which preceded. 

Counterpart, kowntor-part (Latin, 
contra, against; •pars, a pait). A part 
which answers to or corresponds with 
another. 

Counterpoint, kown-tur-point (Latin, 
contra, against; punctuni, a point). In 
music, a term synonymous with harmony, 
and derived from the old method of placing 
the stemless poiivU, or notes, against or 
over one another, in compositions of two or 
more parts. 

Counterscarp, kownter-skarp (Latm, 
contra, against. Italian, scarpa, slope). 
In fortifications, the outer boundary of a 
ditch, rivetted with masonry, in order 
that the slope may bo as steep as possible. 

Countersign, kownter-sine (Latin, 
contra, opposite; signum, sign). To sign 
what has been already signed by a supe- 
rior. In military affairs, a particular worh 
or number which is exchanged between 
guards, and entrusted to those employed 
on duty in camp or gariison. 

Counter tenor, kowntur tonur (Latin, 
contra, opposite; to hold). In music 
that part between the tenor and the treblA 

Country Dance. A lively, pointed 
air, calculated for dancing. The correct 
term is contra dance, from the dancers 
being plaeod opposite each other. 

Coup, koo (a French word, signify 
ing, literally, a blbw or stroke). Coup-ae- 
grace, the finishing stroke. Coup>de-main, 
m military phraseology, denotes a sudden, 
instantaneouB, and despeiuto attack; 
allied generally to anything executed 
with promptness and vigour. Coup d'4tat, 
an extraordinary and violent measn^, 
taken by a Government when the safely ol 
tho state is apprehended to be daiwer.. 
Covp diosii, tho first glance, or a ^Ight 
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of Cmp-de-soleilf a sun-stroke^ 

or intjammation of the brain^ owing to the 
heat of the sun. 

Ooixpe, koo-pay (French, cou^yg). That 
part 01 the dilicfeiico, or French stage- 
coach, which is m the front and covcrod 
over. Also a step in dancing, when one 
leg is slightly bent and suspenaed from the 
ground, while with the other a motion is 
made forward. 

Couple. In architecture, rafters 
framed together in pairs, with a tie fixed 
above their feet. 

Couplet, kup-let (Latin, copulot to join). 
Two vorsos ; a pair of rhymes. 

Coupon, koo-pon. In commerce, an 
interest oertidoate attached to a trans- 
ferable bond. 

Courant, koo-rawng (French, courant, 
from Latin, curro, to run). Anything 
which is spread abroad or published quickly, 
as a newspaper. In her^dry, a term for 
any beast in a running attitude. Au 
e&urant is a French phrase, signifying to 
be aware of, acquainted with, or familiar 
with a eiroumstance. 

Courier, koo-re-er (French, coui*ier) 
A messenger sent specially or in haste. 

Course of Exchange. In commerce, 
the price or rate at whi^ the currency of 
one country is exchanged for that cf 
another, supposing the currencies of both 
to bo of tno precise weight and purity 
fixed by their respective merits. 

Courser, kors-ser (Latin, curmm, run- 
ning). A swift horse ; a war horse ; a man 
who pursues the sport of hunting hares. 

Coursing kors-ing (Latin, cursum, 
ninning). ^e sport of hunting hares 
with greyhounds. 

Court Baron. A court hold by every 
lord of a manor, within the same ; punish- 
ment is by amercemout. 

Courtesy, kurte-se (French, cow, a 
opart). Civuity; complaisance; deference 
of manner. 

Courtier, korte-yur (French, co«r, a 
court). On^ who attends or frequents the 
courts of princes; one who courts the 
favour otf Miother: one who makes it his 
study to fiatier and please. 

Court Xieet. A court of record, held 
once a year in apartioular hundred, lord- 
ship, or manor, before the steward of the 


Court Martial, kort-marshul. A 
court consisting of military or naval 
officors, for tho trial of military or naval 
offenders. 

Court of Conscience. A court for 
tho determination of cases where the debt 
or damage is under forty shillings. 

Court Flaister. A plaister made by 
covering black silk with a mixture of bal 
sam of benzoin and isinglass. 

Cousin, kuz-in (French, cousin), A 
title of rolationsliip applied to those who 
are bom of two sisters or two brothers. 
Cousin German, signifies first cousin; 
second cousins, are those of tho second 
generation. Figuratively, this title is 
given by a sovereign to n nobleman, 
especially to such as form tho privy 
council. Tho root of this word is, Latin, 
con, with, or of tho same ; sanguis, blood. 

Coute qui Coute, koot-keh-koot 
(French, coHle, cost; ce qui, what; coiife, 
cost). Cost what it may ; come what will ; 
at any price. 

Cove, kove (Saxon, hof). A small 
creek, or bay ; an inlet or recess in tho sea- 
shore, where vessels may enter for shelter. 

Covenant, kuwy-nant (Latin, con, 
with; venio, to come). A stipulatioil; a 
compact ; an agreement on certain terms. 
In law, an engagement under seal to do or 
omit a direct act ; it is also a form of action 
which lies, when a party claims d.aniagcs 
for breach of a covenant under seal. 

Covenanters, * kuvvy-nanturs. A 
term applied to tho Scottisli Pi'osbyterians 
during the civil wars, on account of their 
having taken “the solemn league and 
covenant;” tho object of which was to 
resist the encroachmonts of Charles I. 
on tho religious liberty of his Scottish 
subjects. 

Coverlet, kuvur-let {cover, and lit, a 
bed, French). Tho outermost covering of 
the bediclothes, under which all tho rest 
aro concealed. 

Covert, kuv-ert (Latin, con operio, to 
cover with). A shelter; a thicket; a 
defence ; a hiding-place. 

Coverture, kuvur-t.shure. In law, tho 
state of a married woman, who is con 
siderod as under the cover, or the power ol 
her husband, and is on that account ab- 
solved from certain responsibilities. 

Covey, kuv-e (Latin, culo, to lie down). 
A bnod of birds; an old bird with 
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Jbrfnr young onoB| tk number of birda to* 
gother. 

Covin* kuv-in (Norman, covynt, a 
eeciut nieeting’place)* In law, a collusive 
agreement between two or xliore parties to 
prejudice a third person. 

Cowl, kowl (Saxon, cvfit)* A monVs 
hood ; a covering plac<^ on chimney-tops 
to prevent smoking. 

Coxcomb, koks-koon {cock** comb, a 
comb formerly worn by licensed jestere). 
A fop ; a vain, empty, conceited fellow. 

Coy, koy (French, coi). Modest ; 
retiiiug; shrinking from familiar advances, 
or condescending to notice them vrith 
reluctance. 

Coz, kuz. A familiar contraction for 
cousin. 

Cozem kuz-zn (Armonc, eonzzyAn, to 
cheat). To impose on by feigned^ppear- 
ances ; to cheat, trick, or defraud. 

Crabbed, krab-bed (Saxon, crahha). 
Applied to the temper and behaviour of a 
person, sour, morose, and void of affability ; 
with respect to writings, difficult, perplex- 
ing, not easy to bo tmderstood. 

. Craft, krahft (Saxon, .ircsft). Art; 
ability; dexterity; skill; a trade or 
mechanical employment ; in an evil sense, 
cunning, a dexterity in deceiving. 

Craft. In nautical lan^age, a general 
name for river traders, lighters, or any 
boats or vessels employed in shipping and 
dischatging goods. Also, a cant term 
applied by seamen to any vessel what- 
ever- 

Crag, krag (Gaelic, creag), A rugged, 
steep rook ; or the parts ox a rock which 
are rugged and steep. In geology, a de- 
posit of gravel with snells. 

Crambo, kram-bo. A mme of rhyme, 
in which one person suppues a worn or 
lino, for which another parson is to find a 
rhyme. 

Cranixum krayne-uics (Latin, cranium, 
the skxill). l^e skuU, superior part of 
the head, which fexxas the great cavity 
eontaining the biidn. 

Craak^ krank. Lltendly, a hand. In 
mechanics, aaipiare piece projecting from 
a mindle, semng by its motion to nuse 
ana lower the pistons of a Bteam*engine : 
totuniawhed.&c, ^ 

Orapula* krapu-lah (Latin, era/mda). 
4 faiW; tibe oii|»vwed state of tha 
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Creole* kree-ole. A native of the 
West Indies and Spanish America, descen- 
ded from European |Tarents. 

Creosote* krcoh-sCyfce (Greek, 
flesh ; %ozOf to preserve ). An oily, colourless, 
transparent liquid, of a penetrating odour, 
resembling that of smoked m.at, and of a 
burning and exceedingly caustic taste. It 
takes its name from its antiseptic property. 

Crepitation, kreppy-tayshun (Latin, 
crepo, to crack). The crackling noise made 
oy some salts, during the process of calci- 
aation. 

Crescendo, kreh-shendo (Italian, cm- 
ctndOy to increase). In music, a term for 
the fi^dual swelling of the notes so indi- 
cated ; and generally marked thus (c). 

Crescent, kres-sent (Latin, crescens, 
growing). Increasing; growing; the in- 
creasing or now moon, which, when 
receding from the sun, shows a curved rim 
of ^ light, terminating in horns or points. 
In' heraldry, a bearing in form of a now 
moon ; used either as an honourable badge, 
or as a distinction between elder and 
younger families, being generally assigned 
to the second son, ana his descendants. 
The Turkish flag contains a representation 
of the new moon, and is s^bolical of 
Turkish power or empire of the crescent. 
This name is also given to buildings having 
a crescent shape. 

Crest, krest (Norman, crest, it rises). A 
term used in armoury to signify the top 
part of the holinet, generally ornamented. 
In heraldry, the uppermost part of an 
amoury, or that portion of the helmet 
ue:$;t the mantle. The crest is deemed a 
grater mark of nobility than the armoury; 
being borne at tournaments, to which none 
were admitted till they had given proof of 
their nobility. 

Crestfallen, krest-fawln. Dejected ; 
spiritless; cowed. 

Cretaceous, kroe-tayshus (Latin, creta, 
chalk). Chalky ; of the nature of chalk ; 
abounding with chalk. 

Cratinlsm, kree-tinizm. A peculiar 
ead^aia disease common in Switzerland 
ether mountainous districts. It 
nearly resembles rickets in its general 
symptoms; but its most remarkable cha- 
racieristio is the mental imbecility which 
accompanies it from the first. The indi- 
vidukls affected With this disease become ; 
a apboles of deformed idiot, and are 
teemed Cretins ; the word is derived from 
ChreUen, a Christa, on the eupposttion 


that persons thus affected are incapable ol 
sin. 

Crew, kru (Saxon, cmdt). The whole 
of the persons employed on board a ship 
or boat ; it is more particularly applied to 
all who are under the master of the vessel. 

Crimp, krimp. A person for merly em- 
ployed to decoy others into the naval or 
military service ; one who decoys for any 
purpose of deceit. 

Cringe, krinj (Gorman, hriechm). To 
contract ; to shrink ; to bend the body in a 
fawning and servile manner. 

Cringle. In nautical affairs, a shoii; 

iece of rope with each end spliced into the 

olfc-rope of a sail ; usually confining on 
iron ring or thimble. 

Crinkle, krin-kul (Danish, hrinleleii). 
To wind ; to bend ; to wrinkle. 

Crisis, kri-sis (Greek, hrisiSfirom hrim, 
to sift, or separate). That point in the 
progress of a disease which indicates death 
or recovery ; the decisive moment when 
any circumstance or affeur is ripe for a 
change. 

Criterion, kri-teer-yun (Greek, kHno, 
to sift.) A standard by which the good- 
ness or badness of a thing may be measured 
or Judged. 

Critic, krit-ik (Greek, hrim, to judge). 
A judge of merit in literature or art; a 
person who undertakes to point out tho 
merits and defects of a performance, Tho 
judgment thus given is called a critique, 
or a ci'it'icism. 

Crocodile’s Tears. The tears of a 
hypocrite ; pretended weeping. This 
phrase arises from tho accounts which 
certain travellers have given of tho habits 
of the crocodile, assmting that while the 
animal is devouring its victim it is also 
shedding tears. 

Croft, krawft (Saxon, croft), A little 
field, adjoining to or near a dwelling-house, 
used eitner for tillage or pastui’e. 

Cromlech, krom-lek (Welsh, crom, 
bent; Ilec, a fiat stone). A laige stone 
resting on other stones, in the manner of a 
table. Such stones were usually placed in 
tho centre of a circle of stones, which 
formed the Druidical temple, and had a 
single stone placed near them, supposed to 
have served aa a pedestal for some deity ; 
they are considered to have been the alws 
,ol Druidical sacrifice. 

Crone, krone (Irish, criona). Litorallyi 
ao pld ewe; figuratiyely, an aged wom^ 
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Crop out. A teolmical term to denote 
line rising up, or exposure at the surface, of 
a stratum or series of strata. 

Crosier, kro-ahur (Latin, criix, a cross). 
The pastoral staff of a bishop, so called 
from naring a cross on the top. 

Cross-examination. In legal prac- 
tice, the examination of a witness who is 
called by one party, by the opposite party 
or his counsel. 

Cross-grained, kraws-graind. In 
joinery, applied to wood, whence a bough 
or branch has shot out, the grain of the 
branch pressing forward and crossing that 
of the trunk. Figuiatively, hard to 
please; peevish; troublesome; vexatious. 

Crotchet, krotsh-et (French, ci^ochet, a 
hook). In music, one of the notes or 
characters of time equal to half a minim, 
and double that of a quaver ; also a mark, or 
character, serving to inclose a word or 
sentence which is distinguished from the 
rest, thus [ ]; a support ; a piece of wood 
fitt^ into another to support a building. 
Figuratively^ a whim; a fancy; perversity 
of mind, or inconstancy of ideas. 

Croupier, kroo-peer (French, ci'oupiei'). 
One who sits at the foot of the table as an 
assistant to the chairman ; also called vice- 
chairman. 

Crown-glass. A superior kind of 
glass, ^ffenng in composition and fusi- 
bility from flint-glass. 

Crucible, kroosy-bul (Latin, criix, a 
cross). A chemical vessel indispensable in 
the various operations of fusion by heat. 
Crucibles are commonly made of fire-clay, 
and so tempered and baked, as to endure 
extreme heat without melting. 

Cruciflenn, kroosy-form (Latin, cru- 
ciforwU), Having the form of a cross. 

Crude, krood (Latin, crudus, raw). 
Ba w ; not prepared or dressed ^ not changed 
by au^ process or preparation. Figura- 
tively,' immature, unfinished; not brought 
to perfection ; not reduced to order in the 
mind. 

Cruise, krooz (Dutch, kroes), A voyage 
made by a ship along the coast (or in the 
open sea), in order to intercept such of the 
enemy’s f^ps as are near. 

Crusade, kroo-sade (French, croisade)* 
An eimedition against infidels. The term 
erupaes was originally applied to those 
mUitaiy e:iqpeditionsmtheeleventh, twelfth, 
and thurteenth centuries, by the Christiau 
princes of the West for we puipose of 


wresting the Holy Land from its Moliam- 
medan possessors. They were called era- 
sadea in consequence of the cross having 
been adopted as their distinguishing ban- 
ner. 

Crustacea, krus - taysheah (Latin, 
critsta, a shell). A class of animals with an 
exterior shell, which is generally hard and 
calcareous, and is cast off periodically, as 
in the crab, the lobster, the shrimp, &o. 

Crypt, kript (Greek, hryptOi ^ cave). 
The under or hidden part of a building; 
also, that part beneath churches and 
abbeys appropriated to the monuments of 
deceased persons and the interment of the 
dead. 

Cryptography, krip-tograh-fe (Greek, 
hrypioSf secret; grapho, to write). The 
art of writing in a secret manner, as in 
cypher. 

Crystal, kris-tal (Greek, hryos, ice; 
sello, 10 set). A body formed in the }>ro- 
06*^808 of consolidation in a symmetrical 
figure, through the agency or chemical 
affinity, and the peculiar form of the 
particles of which it is composed; glass 
used in the manufacture of drinking-vessels, 
chandeliers, &c. 

Cube, kube (Greek, hibos'). A regular 
solid body, consisting of six square and 
equal faces, with right, and therefore, 
equal angles, as a die, for example. 
root is the number or quantity, which 
multiplied by itself and then into the pro- 
duct, produces the cube ; thus 4 is the cube 
root of 64 . 

Cud, kud. Tho food which ruminating 
animals return to tho mouth from the 
first stomach, to be re-chewed. 

Cudbear, kud-bare. A neutral colour- 
ing matter, prepared from certain lichens, 
and named from Dr. CiUkbert Gordon. 

Cuddy, kud-de. In East India thips, 
a name lor the cabin under the poop, in 
which the captain, chief officerS| and 
passengers mess and sleep. 

Cue, kew. In theatrical parlance, the 
word spoken by an actor or tne prompter, 
which indicates to another actor that it is 
his turn to speak. In a general sense, the 
hint or idea which one person gleans from 
another; also used to imply the existing 
state of the temper, or tho present humour 
of any one. 

Cueruo, kwer-po (Spanish, cue^po, 
bodily shape). Shghtly dad; without 
over-garments v in an unprotec^'i state. 
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Cul Bono» kwi bouo (Latin, cui horn). 
An azpretsion often usm to ask— For 
what pwposel or, To what end! 

CuiraAB, kwe-rass (French, cuiratti^, 
A piece of defensive armour made of iron 
plato, and covering the body, from the 
neok to the girdle; a breast-plate. CuU 
rauUr is a cavalry soldier, protected by a 
ouiraes. 


Cuiaina, kwe-zeen (French, euiiine}. 
The kitchen, or cooking department; the 
living or fare of an establishment. 

Cul-de-Sac, koold-soak (French, cul- 
l2^sac). An allev blocked up at one end ; 
figuratively, used to imply a position lead- 
ing to nothing else. 

Culinary kewle-na-re (JiUtin, culina, 
a kitchen). Pertaining tc the art of cook- 
ery ; belonging to the kitchen. 

Culmixiate, kulmy-nait (Latin, culmen, 
the top or height). In astronomy, to bo 
in the highest point of altitude as a planet ; 
to grow upward, instead of laterally. 

Otllpabld, kulpah-bul (Latin, cidjia, 
blameiwle). Deserving blame ; censurable; 
o^minal; guilty. 

Cultriroatres, kultre-rostris (Latin, 
eicffer, a knife ; a beak). A family 

of w^ng birds, distinguished bjr their 
long, thick, and strong bills, which are 
generally trenchant and pointed, as in the 
herons and cranes. 

Culver House, kul-vur hows (Saxon, 
tulfra), A dove-cote. 

Colverill, kulvur-in (French, coit- 
tevrine). A long slender piece of ordnance, 
intended to carry a ball of about sixteen 
pounds to a long distance. 

Cumulus, kowmow-lus (Latin, cumulus, 
a heap). The ttacken-clovd ; a primary 
form of clouds, known by its Irregulof 
hemispherical or heaped superstructure, 
and usually flattened base. It is formed 
by the gathering together of detached 
^ud8> which then appear stacked into 
one large and elevated mass. 

CunBBlf kew>neal (Latin, cuneus, a 
wo%b). Pertaining to a wedge ; having 
the of a wedge. 


ClHmbrm# kew«neyf erm (Latin, cutuus, 
a wedge). Having the form or mpe of a 
wedge. Chmiform Utters are those in 
whi^ the ineoriptione os the old Persian 
and Bai^lonlaii monstmenta are traoed, 
and are so termed firom their wedge-like 


Cupel, kew-pel (Latin, cupella, a littls 
cup). A shallow vessel, shaped like a oup, 
UB^ for refining metals. It is made of 
phosphate of limo, wliich suffers the baser 
metals to pass through it, when exposed to 
a meltii^ heat, and retains the purer 
metal. The process of fining gold or silver 
by this means is termed cupeUation. 

Cupidity, bow-pidit-e (Latin, cupdio, 
eager desire). An eager desire to possess 
something; an inoimnate or unlawful 
craving for wealth or power. 


Cupola, kew-polah (Italian, cupula), 
A dome; an arched roof ; having the form 
of a cup inverted. 

Curate, kew-rate (Latin, oura, core). 
An officiating minister of tho Church of 
England, who performs the duty of the in- 
cumbent, rector, or vicar, and receives a 
salary for his services. 

Cure, kow-ray (French, cur^). In 
Franco, the incumbent; the parson; the 
parish priest. 

Curioso, kewry-oso (Italian, cuHoso), 
A person who delights in seeing new Mid 
rare objects. 


Curfew, kur-fow (French; comw^, 
cover; feu, fire). The ringing of a bell, as 
a signal to the inhabitants that all the 
lights are to be extinguished and tho fires 
nut out. Tho most celebrated curfew in 
England was that established by William 
the Conqueror, who appointed that under 
sovoro penalties, at the ringing of a bell at 
eight o’clock in the evening, every one 
should put out his light and go to bed. A 
bell rung at the present time, about that 
ho’iZr in the evening, is still called tho 
curfew-bell. 


Curmudgeon, kur-mudj-xm. A corrupt 
pronunciation and spelling of the French 
phrase, cceur meckant, bad heart ; applied 
to a niggardry, mean, churlish, avariciooc 
person. 


Currency, kurren-se (Latin, curt^o, to 
run). In monetary affairs, circulation, 
paskng from hand to hand, and acknow« 
lodged as local, whether applied to pa^ie? 
money or metal coin. 


Current, kur-rent (Latin, curre, so 
run). A flowing; applied to fluids, as a 
stream or flux of water moving, some- 
times rapidly in any direction, and com- 
mon in various parts of the ocean. Tho 
Httinff qf the current is that of the 
oompass to which the water runs, and tho 
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iriji qf the eurrmt is the rate it roiui per 
aour. 

Currentjiy, kurrent-l© (Latin, cwrre, 
to run). In a constant motion; without 
opposition ; a report circulating from 
Vouth to mouth. 

Curricle, kurry-kul (Latin, cuiv'iculum, 
a place to ran in). An open chaise with two 
wheels, drawn by two horses abreast. 

Curriculum, kur-riku-lum. A tenn 
used to denote the complete course of 
studies of a university, school, &o. 

Cursitor Baron. An officer of tho 
Court of Exchequer, who attends at 
Westminster to open tho court, prior to 
the commencement of each of the four 
terms, and on tho seal-day, after each 
term, to close the court. 

Cursory, kur-sorre (Latin, cursum, 
hasty). Quick; hasty; a partial view; a 
careless remark. 

Curtail, kur-tail (Latin, curius, short). 
To cut short; to deprive ; to abridge. 

Curtesey, kur-te-so (Latin, curia, a 
court). By the law of England, tho right 
of a husband who has married a woman 
seised of an estate or an inheritance, in fee 
simple or foe tail, and has by her issue born 
alive, which was capable of inheriting her 
estate, to hold tho lands, &c., for life, as 
tenant after- her death. A title by curtesey 
is that allowed by custom, but to wliich no 
legal right can be maintained, such as 
designating tho sons of peers ** Lords.” 
Curtesey also means an obeisance, generally 
as apxdied to females. 

Curule, ku-rool (Latin, curulis, belong- 
ing to a chariot). Pertaining to a chariot ; 
senatorial. Tho curule ihair was tho seat 
of a Uoman magistrate. 

Curvet, kur-vet (Italian, corveiter). 
Leap of a horse, so as to raise all his legs 
at once. 

Curvilinear, kur-ve-Un-ear (Latin, 
curvus, a curve ; linen, a lino). Consisting 
of curved lines ; relating to curves. 

Cusp, kusp' (Latin, cuspis, a pointed 
end). In mathematics, a term used where 
two branches of the same or different 
curves appear to end in a point. 

Custos Botulorum, kus-tos rotu> 
lorum. Tho chief civil officer of the 
county, to whose custody are committed the 
reooros and rolls of the sessions. He ie 
^^ys a justice of the peace and quorum 
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CutallMUS, kew-tayoeona (lAtiu. 
cutis, the skin). Relating to the dsin. 

Cuticle, kew-tik-kl (Latin, cutis, the 
slcin). The outer skin, or scarf skin ; the 
cuter bark of plants. 

Cutter. A small vessel with a single 
nmst, and a straight running bowsprit, 
which can be run on the deck occasionally. 
A revenue cutter is an armed vessel of tma 
description, employed for the prevention 
of smuggling. 

Cutwater. The sharp part of the 
head of a vessel, under tho beak or figure. 

Cycle, si-kul (Greek, kyklos, a circle). 
In chronology, a certain period or series of 
years, in which the calculation proceeds 
from the first to the last, and thou returns 
again to the first, and so circulates per- 
petually. The cycle of the moon is a period 
of 19 years, which being completed, the 
new and full moons return to the same 
days of the month. The cycle of tAs su}i is 
a period of 23 years, which beiug elapsed, 
the dominical or Sunday letters return to 
their former place, and proceed in the 
same order as before. 

Cyclopedia, syklo-peedcah (Greek, 
kyklos, a circle; paideia, instruction). A 
circle of knowledge a work containing an 
account of the principal subjects in one or 
all departments of learning, aii, or science; 
callea also. Encyclopedia, 

Cylinder, sillin-dur (Greek, hylindros, 
a roller). A solid, having two equal ends 
parallel to each other, and every plane 
section parallel to the ends, also a circlo, 
and equal to them. 

Cynic, sin-nik (Greek, hyon, dog\ 
Having the qualities of a surly doo; brut^; 
snarling; satirical; captious, l^he cynics 
of old prided themselves upon their con- 
tempt for everything which others valued, 
except virtue. 

Cynosure, sin-ozhuro (Greek, Ay- 
noso'ura, dog’s tail). In astronomy, a con* 
steUation near tho north pole, consisting of 
seven stars, four of wmch are disposed 
like the wheels of a chariot, and three 
lengthwise, representing the beam. The 
ancient Phoenicians used to be guided in 
Hieir voyages by this constellation, from 
which circumstance it has been used 
figuratively, as a point of attractions thus a 
person who is singled out in an assembly 
as the general object of observation, is said 
to be the '‘cynosure of all eyes.” 

_ Czar, sax. The title ^ thej^pmr el 
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Empress; CzarowUz is the title of the 
ddest son of the Czar. 


D 


Dabble. dab>bul (Dutch, dothhelm). To 
smear ; to dip slightly ; to spatter ; also to 
do anything in a slight, superficial manner ; 


to tamper with, as to dahUe ta the funds. 

Da Capo, dah kah-po (Italian, da capOy 
from the head). In music, a phrase signi- 
fying that the first part of the tune is to be 
played over again. 

Dactyl, dak-til (Greek, daUyloSy 
finger). In poetical composition, a foot 
consisting of three syllables, the first long, 
and the other two short, as in the bones 
of a finger. 

Dactylology (Greek, doMyloSy a finger; 
logos, a discourse]). Finger-language, or 
the art of expressing ideas or thought by 
the fingers ; also, the science of the history 
and qualities of finger rings. 

Dactylopterus, dak -telop - terns 

(Greek, daktylos, a finger : pUron, a wing, 
or fin). A term applied to a genus of 
fishes, commonly known as flying fishes ; 
the peculiar construction of the sub-pectoral 
rays enabling the fish to rise above the 
water find fiy for a short distance. 

Daddy {da-da), A child’s way of ex- 
pressing father ; and which arises from the 
first articulations being dental and labial ; 
dental, in tad, dad, and labial in ^apa, 
ma/nima. 


Daguerreotype^ dah - ger- ro - type. 
An ingenious invention, named after the 
originator, M. Daguerre, a celebrated dio- 
ramie painter, by which drawings are 
made ti^ugh the medium of a camera- 
obsoura on j^tes of silvered copper. 

Dais, day-is (French, dais), A name 
formerly given to the chief seat at the prin- 
cipal table in a baronial hall, usually covered 
wiih hangings of tapestry or oa^ot ; the 
wmd is now used to denote a raised floor 
in a dining room, a canopied seat, usually 
reserved mr the most distinguished guests. 


DalO (Gothic, dald), A low-lying or 
hollow plMe between mils. 

Didly, dalde (Saxon, dole, dull). To 
waste or Idle away time ; to sit like one 
Ml or foolish ; to spend or loiter time away, 
m wanton or idle amusements ; to trifle ; 
to fondle. 

Dam (Dutch, dam, a pond). A wfiter- 
ti^mole, bank, or weir, erectedjaorou a 


the level of the water by confining it, end 
which is employed for various purposes, as 
for irrigation, impelling water-wheels, &o. 

Damages, dammy-jez (Latin, damnum, 
loss). In law, the amount assessed upon 
a defendant as a remuneration to the pl^« 
tiff for the injury he has sustained. 

Damascus Blades. Swords or scy- 
mitars, presenting upon their surface a 
variegated appearance of watering, as 
white, silvery, or black veins, in fine lines 
or fillets, fibrous, (srossed, interlaced, or 
parallel. They are brought from the Bast, 
and are fabricated chiefly at Damascus, 
whence their name. 

Damper. A valve, or sliding-plate, in 
a furnace, which serves to regulate the 
draught of air in the flue, according as it 
is raised, depressed, or drawp out ; also a . 
portion of a piano-forte, covered with soft 
leather, by which the vibration of a string 
is modified, and the sound deadened. 

Dandrif (Saxon, tan, a spreading 
I eruption; dr of, filthy). A disease which 
betrays itself in thin bran-like scales on the 
skin. 

Danegelt, dane-gelt (Saxon, dane, 
Dane ; gdt, a debt). A tax or tribute on 
every hide of land, imposed by the Danes 
on the Saxons. It subsequently consti- 
tuted a yearly tax, until the reign of Henry 
the Second. 

Dangle, dang-gl (Danish, dingier). 
To hang loosely, so as to be put in motion 
by a breath. Figuratively, to hang as a 
dependent upon a person. 

Danish, day-nish. Eelating to the 
Danes, or to Denmark. 

Dank (Teutonic, tunhen). Moist ; 
humid ; damp. 

Dapper, dap-pur (Dutch, dapper). 
Small of stature ; neat, spruce, and active. 

Dapple, dap-pul (Teutonic, dapffer, ap- 
ple covered with i^ots). Marked with 
various colours ; streaked. A dapple grey 
horse is a light my shaded by a deeper 
tint; a dapple bay, a light bay spotted 
with darker hues. 

Darsis^ dar-sis (Greek, daro, to exco- 
riate). In anatomy, the process of re- 
moving the skin from the subjacent texture; 
also the morbid abrasion of the skin, in 
the living body. 

Dash. In music, a mark, thus (H, im- 
ply^Jihat the^notes ovw which it is placed 
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in literary composition, a stroiglit mark, 
thus ( — ), used to express a sudden stop, or 
change of the subject. 

Dash Board. A board placed on the 
fore part of a vehicle, to prevent the mud 
thrown from the horse’s heels reaching the 
carnage. 

Dastard, das-tard (Saxon, adaitHgan). 
A coward; a faint-hearted person; one 
who meanly shrinks from danger. 

• Data, day-ta (Latin, plural of datum, 
given). A mathematical form for such 
things or quantities as are given or known, 
in order thereby to find other things that 
are unknown ; used, in a general sense, to 
express things given for finding results. 

Date (Latin, datum, given). The day 
or time of an event or transaction ; the 
period at which a letter is written. 

Dative Case (Latin, dativus, from 
do, to give). In Latin grammar, the 
giving case of nouns, known by the signs 
to and for, and serving to denote the re- 
moter object to which the action of tho 
subject is directed ; for which, either ad- 
vantageously or disadvantagoously, some- 
thing is done. 

Dauk, dawk. The term used in the 
East Indies for the system of forwarding 
letters and passengers by bearers stationed 
at certain distances. 

Dauphin, daw-fin. A title formerly 
given to the eldest son of the King of 
rVance. The name is derived from the cir- 
cumstance that, in 1349, Humbert the Se- 
cond, the last of tho princes of Dauphiny, 
having no issue, transferred his dominions 
to the crown of Franco, upon condition that 
the kii^s eldest son should bo styled 
Dauphin, 

Davit, day-vit. A piece of iron or 
timber, with sheaves or blocks at the 
outer ends, projecting over a vessel’s sides 
or stem to hoist boats up to ; a fsh-davit 
is a spar with a roller or sheave at tho end, 
used for fishing the anchor. 

Dawn (Saxon, dagian), Tho com- 
mencement of the day, when twili^t 
appears; figuratively, a clearing up; en- 
lightenment from obscurity, as when 
reason dawns, or a glimmer of light is 
afforded to the understanding. 

Day (Latin, dies). In common lan- 
|uage, that portion of time in any place 
iuring which the sun remains above the 
horizon. Tho astronomical day is reckoned 

from noon to noon oon+invirkiinltr +'hrr«mi''h 


the twenty-four hours. The Hvil day con> 
mences at midnight. Tho solar day Is 
that interval between the departure and 
return of a meridian to the sun. As applied 
to the moon, the interval is termed a limar 
day; and in relation to a star, a sidereal 
day. The nautical day commences at noon, 
and ends at noon the day following. 

Day Dream. A dream or phantasm 
to the waking senses. 

Day-rule. In law, an order of court 
permitting a prisoner for debt to go for 
one day beyond the bounds of tho prison. 

Day-spring. The first appearance of 
light ID the morning; tho commencement 
of the day. 

Day-Star. Tho morning star; figura- 
tively, tho light of tho Gospel, which is 
spread by Christ, the day-star of righteous- 
ness. 

Days of Grace. In law, three days 
granted by tho court beyond the time 
named in the writ, during which the per- 
son summoned may appear and answer. 
In commercial affairs, a customary number 
of days for tho payment of a bill of ex- 
change after tho same becomes due, as also 
for the payment of insurance premiums. 

De. A prefix denoting from, or separa- 
Hon; hence employed to impart a negative 
sense to words, as de-cay, a falling away 
from; de-capitation, the severing of the 
head from tho body. 

Deacon, de-kim (Greek, dia, through ; 
honeo, to serve). One of the orders of the 
Christian Church, to which originally the 
administration of charity was committed. 
In the Church of England, tho lowest of 
the throe orders of olergy (bishops, priests, 
deacons). A deacon is empowered to read 
the Scriptures and homilies publicly, also 
to cateemso, and to preach when licensed t > 
do so by the bishop ; but he may not con- 
secrate the elements at the administration 
of the Lord’s Supper, nor pronounce the 
blessing. The deacon and deaconess of 
Congregational Churches perform some- 
what the same duties as churchwardens of 
the Established Church. 

Dead-beat. An escapement in a 
watch, which lessens the effect of tho wheel 
on the pendulum. The word is commonly 
used to express a state of extreme ex- 
haustion or fatigue, or the being utterly 
defeated. 

Dead Colouring. Tho first layer «| 

<*n1nnrci in n nintiirA : A flhfldA Off OMV. 
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Dend Iiangiiages. Languages vhloli 
MSfi no tonger spoken or in common use by 
a p<M^le. but are known through writings, 
at the Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 

Dead Xietter. A letter which has 
been sent through the Post-othce, but, 
failing to reach the person to whom it is 
addressed, has been returned. Thus, figu- 
ratively, a law or document which fails in 
its purpose is called a dead letter. 

Dead Lift. Lifting at disadvantage; 
a hopeless exigency. 

Dead liights. In a ship, strong 
wooden Gutters, adapted to the cabin- 
windows in which they are fixed, to pre- 
vent the wator entering a ship in a storm. 

Dead Beckoning. In navigation, 
the difference between the place of a ship 
as given by the log, and by astronomical 
observations, owing to the currents, &o. 

Dead Water. The eddy or little 
whirlpool that closes behind a ship as she 
passes onward. 

Dead Weight. A heavy burden; 
weight of a slaughtered animal, or any 
other object which has no vitality. 

Dean (Latin, decamis^ the leader of a 
file, anciently im deep). A dignitary of 
the Church of England, next to a bishop, 
and head of the chapter in a cathedral or 
council. Dean and Cmpiei' are the bishop’s 
council, to assist him with their advice in 
ecclesiastical affairs, and in the temporal 
ooncems of his see. 

Dea3?Ul« durth (Saxon, dwe^ dear). 
Great scarcity ; want; famine; barrenness; 
the term is also used figumtively, as a 
dearth qf tmeSf a dearth of intelligence. 

Death Warrant. The order for exe- 
cution of one sentenced to death ; in the 
present day, it ordinarily consists in the 
]udgo writing against the name of the 
culprit, on the calendar, mejper coll, ^ an 
abwoviated Latin form for ^'To be haiwed 
by the neek.” 

Debar, de-bar (Latin, de, from. French, 
harrOi to bar). To exclude; to preclude; 
to shut eat ; to hinder or restrain a person 
from the eaioyment of a thing. 

Debark, see Disembark. 

Deba4Sie, de-baoe (Latin, down; 
latiSf the lowest part). To r^uoe from a 
higher to a lower talue; to adulterate 
anything by the additk>n of something less 
valuable; to spoil and render less pmect 
by mean and unworthv additiomi. 


Debate, de-bali (Latin, de, down. 
French, haitre, to strike). A personal dis- 
pute; a public discussion; a contest con- 
cerning the truth intention of any 
propointion. 

Debauchee, deb-aw-shee (French, ds- 
hancltet'). A person wholly given to sen- 
sual enjoyments and riotous Uving. 

Debenture, de-benchur (Latin, deheo, 
to owe). A writing which is evidence of a 
debt; certificate of drawback. In lav.', a. 
writ or note drawn upon Government. 

DebiH^, do-billit-e (Latin, dehilis, 
weak). Weakness; feebleness; infirmity 
of mind or body. 

Debit, deb-it (Latin, deleOf to owe). A 
term used to express the debtor side of the 
account, in account books, usually placed 
at the left hand. 

Debonair, debon-air (French, dehon- 
naive) . Of good or pol ite appearance ; easy ; 
compliant; airy; well-bred. 

Debouch, de-boosh (French, dehmi- 
dtei'). To issue or march out of a wood or 
narrow pass, in order to meet with or retire 
from an enemy. In a ^ncral sense, the 
junction of by-ways with main thorough- 
fares or outlets. 

Debris, day-bree (French, dihids). 
Ruins or rubbisn ; the heap of fragments 
and broken articles occasioned by the fall 
of a house, a railway concussion, or similar 
accident. Especially applied to the frag- 
ments of racks ; and by the French, to the 
wreck or remnants of a routed army. 

Debut, day-boo (French, dehuf). The 
first appearance of any person before the 
public, as an actor, orator, &c. A male 
person so appearing is celled a dilutant, 
a female dibutante. 

Decade, dek ed (Greek, dehat ten). A 
number amounting to or consisting of ten. 

Decadence, do-kaydens (I^tin,, de, 
down; cado, to fall). A fall from the 
standard of excellence. In ancient art this 
term is applied to the works of the ages 
which succeeded the fall of Romo. In modern 
art it expresses that which succeeded the 
Renaissarwef and began to assume the rococo 
of Lotus the Fifteenth. 

Decagon, dek-a-gon (Greek, deka, ten ; 
gonia, an angle). In geometiy, a plane 
figure, having ten sides and ten angles. 

Decalogue, dekah-log J^reek, deha, 
ton; logoe, a discourse). The ten com- 
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Mount Binai, origmaily engi-aved on two 
tables of stone. 

I^ecameron, do*kammy-ron (Greek, 
ten; meros, paiti). A book contain- 
ing the actions or conversations of ton 
days, as the Decamerm of JioccacciOi which 
consists qI a uundred tales related in ton 
days. 

’DoOBXn.Pf de-kamp (Latin, de, from; 
camjntif a held). To shift a camp ; to re- 
move from a place ; in a general sense, used 
to denote absconding in debt or disgrace. 

Decapitation, de - kappy - tayshun 
(Latin, ae, from ; caput, the nead). The 
act of beheading. 

Deoapodal, de-kappo-dal (Greek, dcla, 
ten ; pous, a foot). Having ten feet ; be- 
longing to an order of the Crustacea called 
decapoda, as having ten limbs. 

Decasyllabic, dekah-sil-labik (Greek, 
deha, ten, and 8ullahle\ Consisting of ten 
syllables, as in l^nglish heroic verse. 

Decease, de-sees (Latin, de, from ; 
eesstm, departing). Departure from life; 
death. 

December, do-sembur (Latin). The 
last month of the year; so called from 
decern, ten, being the tenth mouth of the 
year, which formerly began with March. 

Decemvir, de-semver (Latin, decern, 
ten ; vir, a man). In Roman history, one 
of the ton magistrates or functionaries 
appointed for various offices in ancient 
Rome; collectively called the Decemviri, 

Decennary, do-sonnary (Latin, decern, 
ten; annus, a year). A period of ten 
years. In law, a tithing, consisting of ten 
freeholders and their families. 

Deciduous, de-siddu-us (Latin, de, 
from ; cado, to fall). Falling off. In 
botany, leaves which are shed annually are 
said to be deciduous, as also plants which 
shed their leaves ; it is the oppiMite of ever- 
green, In zoology, the term is applied to 
parts vrhioh have but a temporary existence, 
and are shed during the life-time of the 
animal, as certain kinds of hair, horns, and 
teetln 

Decimal, dessy-mai (Latin, decern, ten). 
Kumbered by ten; multiplitjd by ten. 
Decimal ariUmetic, that part of the science 
of numerical calculation which treats of 
decimal fractions. Decimal ftacditms, such 
fractions as have ten, or some power of 
ten, for a denominator. 

^ De^X>ber,de-^ur(fyench, 
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In a general sense, to unravel, to ex* 
plain. 

Deck, dek (Saxon, decan, to cover). The 
floor of a ship, by which the sides 
are hold togethor. Small vessels have 
only one deck; large vessels, two or more. 
In merchant ships, the quarter-deck is the 
aftermost deck, which is raised higher 
than the upper deck, to give room to the 
cabins ; if the vessel be flush- decked, it is 
the aftermost part of the upper-deck ; if 
she have a poop, the upper-deck is con- 
tinued, as in the latter case, aft to the 
stem, and the deck which covers in the 
poop is called either the poop-deck or 
ouarter-deck. The forecastle-de^ is the 
loremost part of the upper-deck; if there 
be a dock above this, it is called the top 
gallant forecastle-deck. That part of the 
upper-deck which lies between the fore-> 
castle and the poop is termed the main- 
deck. In a flrst-rato ship of war, the 
de'ks below the main or upper-deck are 
successively called the middle-deck, gun- 
deck, and orlop-deck. The quaitor-cfeck, 
which is distinct from the poop-deck, ex- 
tends from the poop to the mainmast ; the 
main-deck from the mainmast to the fore- 
mast; and the forecastle-deck from the 
foremast to the bow. 

Declamation, deklah-mayshtm (Latin, 
de, from ; clamo, to cry out). A discom'se 
addressed to the passions; on harangue: 
a set speech delivered with rhetorical 
earnestness. 

Declaxation, deklar-ayshun (Latin, 
de; claro, to make clear). In law, that part 
of the process or pleadings in which a 
statement is made of the plaintiff’s com- 
plaint. 

Declension, de-klenshun (Latin, de, 
down ; clino, to bend). Act of bending or 
falling away ; tendency from a greater to 
a less degree of perfe^ion. In grammar, 
the variation or ttd last syllable 

of a noun, whilst it oootintws to signify tbo 
same thixig. 

Declinatioxi, deklee-nayshun (Latin, 
dCf from; dine, to bend, or lean). In 
astronomy, the ^linatwn of a etar, or any 
point in the heavens, is the shortest dis- 
tance from the equator, corresponding with 
latitude on a terrestrial globe, lii navi-^ 
gaHcn, the declination of iM needU, or com- 
pass, is its variation from the true meridian 
of any place to the east or west. In dial- 
ing, the declination of a wall, or plane, is an 
arc of the horizon contained between the 
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reckoned from east or west, or between the 
meridian and the plane, if reckoned from 
the north or south. 

3>edlinatory Plea. In law, a plea 
before trial or conviction, intended to Aow 
that the party is not liable to the penalty 
sf the law, or is specially exempted from 
the jurisdiction of the court. 

iDecoction, de'kokshun (Latin, de- 
coctm, boiled). The act of boiling any- 
thing to extract its virtues ; in a secondary 
sense, the strained liquor of a plant or 
other ingredient boiled in water. 

DecoUation, dekko-layshun (Latin, de, 
from off; coHlum, the nock). The act of 
beheading. 

DecompOBition, do > kompo - zishun 
(Latin, de, from; con, together; positio, 
place). A separation of parts ; the resolu- 
tion of a body into its component parts, 
either spontaneously or ny chemical 
agency. 

Decorous, dekkur-us (Latin, decus, 
dignity). Becoming ; suitable ; decent ; 
agreeable to the Varactor, dignity, or 
perfection of a person or tning. 

Decoy, de-koy (Dutch, hooi). To lure 
into a snare; to entrap; to mislead. 
J)ecoy-duch, is a duck trained to allure 
others into a i>laco where they may be 
caught. 

Decree, de-kree (Latin, decretim). An 
edict; a law; a determination; an estab- 
lished rule; an ordinance enacted by any 
council for the government of others. In 
law, the judgment of a court of equity on 
any bill preferred, and which may be inter- 
looutoiy or final. 

Decrement, dekre-ment (Latin, de, 
down; cresco, to grow). Decrease; the 
state of growing less or diminishing ; the 
quantity lost by decreasing. In heraldry, 
the wane of the moon from the full to the 
new. Decrement equal of life, is a term in 
the doctrine of annuities, denoting that 
out of a certain number of lives there 
should be on equal decrease within a given 
number of years. 

Decrepit, de-ki^it (Latin, de, down; 
broken), wasted and worn by 
age or Infirmity; broken down by reason 
of old age ; in the last stage of decay. 

De<aetaL de-kreetal (Latin, decretmif 
a decree). Pertaining to a decree; con- 
taining a decree. A decretal epietle is a 
letter from the Pope, determi^g tome 
pi^&t or question in ecoliMiiMitiraii law 
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Decry, de-kry (Latin, de, down. 
French, cri&r, to cry). To censure ; to 
clamour against; to cry down; to en- 
deavour to lessen the popular esteem for 
a person or thing. 

Decus et tutamen (Latin). Honour 
and defence ; safeguard, or protection. 

Dedalian, do - day - leean (Latiq 
DeedaXue, builder of the Cretan labyrinth) 
Various; intricate; variegated. In botany 
applied to leaves of a delicate texture, 
with margins marked by various intricate 
windings. 

Dedolation, deedo-layshun (Latin, de- 
dolo, to hew, or cut smooth). Literally, 
hewing or chipping. In surgery, the action 
whereby a cutting instrument, applied ob- 
liquely to any part of the body, inflicts an 
oblique wound with loss of substance. 

Deduce, do-dewse (Latin, de, from; 
duco, to lead). To draw as an inference ; 
to describe in a connected series, so that 
one thing shall introduce another. 

Deemsters, deem-sturs (Saxon, dema, 
a judge). A name given to certain judges 
in the Isle of Man who decide cases with- 
out any process or writings, and make no 
charge for so doing to the parties con- 
cerned. 

Deep- wais ted, deep-waste-ed. Ap- 
plied to a ship, as when the quarter-deck 
and forecastle are raised some feet above 
the level of the main-deck. 

Deface, de-fase (Latin, de, from; facio, 
to do). To disfigure ; to destroy ; to erase. 

De factOf do fakto (Latin, de facio). In 
law, something actually existing, as dis- 
tin^ishod from dejwre; in a genend sense, 
it is a phrase implying anything estab- 
lished as a fact. 

Defalcation, deffal-kayshun (Latin, 
de, down; falx, a pruning knife). A cut- 
ting off; diminution; decrease; a deficit 
in funds, or in moneys intrusted to a per- 
son's care. 

Defamation, deffa-m^shun (Latin, 
de, from; fama, fame). The act of de- 
faming or bringing infamy on another; 
slander; calnmny; detrac^on. In law, 
defamation of character consists in spew- 
ing slanderous words of another, and the 
party slandered may bring on action 
against the slanderer to recover damages; 
but the action will not lie, unless the words 
alleged to have been spoken should ex- 
press an imputation of some crime or mis- 
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amenable to punishment, or that such 
words ^ould seriously have affectei him 
in his business relations or profoeeional 
pursuits. 

Default, de-fawlt (Latin, tfe, from; 
falloy to fail). Omission; failure; defect, 
in law, a non-appearance in a court on a 
day assigned; in which case, should the 
absentee be the defendant, and judgment 
bo given against him, it is called judgment 
hy 

Defeasible, de-feezah-bl (Latin, dey 
from ; facioy to do). That which may be 
annulled, sot aside, or made void. 

Defection, de-fekshun (Latin, defidoy 
to fail). Failure; apostasy; rebellion; re- 
volt; the act .of abandoning a person or 
cause to which one lias been previously 
attached or pledged. 

Defendant, de-fendant (Latin, defendoy 
to defend). In a general sense, one who 
liolds out against an aggressor. In law, the 
person accused or summoned into court, 
and who defends, denies, or opposes the 
demand or charge, and asseHs his own 
right. 

Defender of the Faith. A title 
conferred upon Henry the Eighth of Eng- 
land, by Pope Loo the Tenth, for writing 
against the reformer Martin Luther, in be- 
Imlf of the Church of Rome. This title is 
still retained by the Sovereigns of England. 

Deference, defer-ens (Latin, differoy to 
put off). Regard or respect paid to rank, 
age, or superior talents. 

Deficit, def -e-sit (Latin, de, from ; faciOy 
to do). Want; deficiency; a balance on 
the wrong side. 

Definite, deffy-nit (Latin, dey from; 
finisy the end). Certain; exact; precise; 
something having a determined signifi- 
cation. 

Deflection, de-flekshun (Latin, de, 
from; JlectOy to bend), A deviation, or 
turning aside from a proper course, point, or 
direction. In mathematics, a bending off ; 
a term applied to the distance by whi^ one 
curve departs from another, or from a 
straight line. 

Defoliation, de-fo-le-ayshun (Latin, de, 
from ; foliaHo, foliage). The fadl of the 
loaf, or shedding of leaves ; technically 
applied to the autumnal season, when the 
leaves of plants are shed. 

Deftly, deflrle (Saxon, deeft). In a 
skilful manner ; witk nealness and dez- 


Deftinot, de-funkt (Latin, d^ungot*, tc 
finish). Dead; deceased; the course of 
life finished. This term is applied equally 
to things as to persons, as a defunct com- 
pany or association; that is to say, one 
that exists no more. 

Degeneracy, de-jener-a-se (Latin, de, 
from ; genus, family). A decline in ex- 
cellence; a loss of strength, virtue, or 
value of some kind , a course of conduct 
imworthy of one’s ancestors; dopartuiv 
from a moral course to an immoral one. 

Deglutition, deglu-tishun (Latin, de, 
down; glutio, to swallow). The act of 
swallowing. 

Degradation, deggrah-dayshun (Latin, 
de, down; gradus, a step^. The act of 
debasing or depriving of dignity; dismis- 
sion from office ; removal into a lower rank. 

Degree, de-gree (Latin, de, from ; 
dusy a step). Quality ; rank ; station ; 
step; order; measure. The comparative 
state and condition of things. In geome- 
try, the 360th part of the circumference 
of a circle ; 60 geomphical miles. In 
genealogy, a certain distance or remove in 
the line of descent, determining the 
nearness of blood, as a re^tjion in tbb 
second or third dearee. In colleges, de- 
grees are copferrea on learned men and 
others, as tokens of respect, and marks of 
distinction. 

Dehiscence, de-his-sens (Latin, dehis'> 
cens). Opening wide; gaping. In botany, 
the opening of capsules. 

Deify, de-e-fi (Latin, Deus, God). To 
make a god of; to worship as a god. Figu- 
ratively, to extol too nighly ; to pay 
homage to a person exceeding that which 
a mox^ should receive. 

Dei Gratia^ de-i-gray-shea (Latin, D^' 
gratia). By the grace of God. 

Deim, done (Latin, dwnus, worthy). 
To condescend ; to vouchsafe; to grant n' 
favour ; to permit. 

Deipnosophist, dipe-nos-so-fist. A 
philosopher of the sect famed for conver- 
sation at meals. 

Deisnu de-izm (Latin, Deus, God). 
Belief in tne existence of a God, coupled 
with a disbelief of the sacred character 
the Holy Scriptures. A deist is one whe 
professes no form of religious belief, but 
constitutes the light of nature and reasox, 
as his only guides in doctrine and praotioe; 
such a nerson is also desiimatoa a free* 
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D^euner, day-zhoon-ay (French, tU- 
Breakfast, the morning repast. 
JHiednet dinatmre, is a breakfast serving as 
I. oinner ; a la fourctiette, literally a 

broaliiftSft at which forks are used, and 
whiish nay be either a breakfast^ or a 
speuiM cl lunch or dinner^ according to 
c*\roacnBtanceB. 

Del Credere, del-kred-er-e. An 
Italian term used in commerce to express 
the guarantee given by factors, who for an 
additional premium warrant the solvency of 
the parties to whom are sold goods upon 
ciodit. 

Dele, de>le (Latin, deleo). To blot out ; 
to erase. 

Delectable, de-lektabul (Latin, delectOy 
to delight). Highly pleasing; delightful; 
capable of affording great joy and pleasure. 

Delegate, delly-gato (Latin, ds, from ; 
legoy to send). To send upon an embassy; 
to commission to act for another ; a person 
deputed to represent another, or to act on 
benalf of a certain cause. 

Deleterious, delly-tery-us (Latin, 
hterius). Destructive; deadly: of a 
poisonous quality. 

Del£ A common pottery, manufactured 
at Delft, in Holland. It was generally 
gaudilv coloured, and rude in design, but 
very cheap and extremely durable. 

DeUberate, de-libbur-ate (Latin, de, 
from ; libi'a, a balance). To weigh in the 
mind; to consider the reasons for and 
against a measure ; to estimate the weight 
or force of azgument, or the probable re- 
sult of an undertakizig, in order to a choice 
or decision. 

Delineate, dedm-yate (Latin, de, from ; 
linea, a line). To design; to draw; to 
sketch ; to represent the true lines in a 
picture ; to give a graphic description. 

Delinquency, de-Unkwensy (Latin, de^ 
from I Ixnqno, to leave). Failure or omis- 
sion of duty; a fault; a misdeed; an 
offeno? ; a crime. 


XjqStaliesce, delly-kwes (Latin, deli~ 



water. 

Delirious, de-lirry-us (Latin, delirium)* 
Ught-beaded; raving; wandering in the 
mind. 

Delirium l^remens, dedirry-um tre- 
mens (Latin, delirium tremens), A disease 
of the bndn, which subjects the person 

afBlOted to ttudrian 


ing generally from excessive indulgence it 
intoxicating liquors. 

Delphic, del-fik. Pertaining to Del- 
phi, in Greece, and the oracle there. 

Dolphin Classics, del- fin clas-siks. 
A name given to the edition of the Latin 
classics, prepared and commented upon by 
thirty-nine eminent scholars, at the sugges- 
tion of Louis the Fourteenth, King of 
France, for the benefit of his young son, 
the Dauphin, or as the Latin phrase runs, in 
U8um Delphini; hence the designation. 

Delta, del-tah. The Greek letter a, the 
D of the Greek alphabet. In geology, 
applied to a tract of alluvial or other land 
at the mouths of rivers, and which usually 
asBiimos a triangular form. 

Delud^ de-lude (Latin, de, from ; ludo, 
to play). To beguile ; to deceive ; to mis- 
lead the judgment ; to impose upon. 

Deluge, del-ujo. An inundation ; a 
flood j an overflowing with water ; moro 
©specially the great flood which occurred in 
the time of Noah; according to common 
chronology, Anno Mundi, Figura- 

“ tivoly, this word is used to express an 
exuberance of anything ; as a deluge of 
words ; a deluge of written applications, 

De lunatico inquireudo (Latin). 
A commission appointed to inquire into 
the state of a person's mind, when such 
person is suspected or alleged to be insane. 

Delusion, de-lu-zhun (Latin, deludo). 
Tlioact of deceiving or misleading; false 
representation; fraud; error. 

Delve, delv (Saxon, delfan). To dig ; 
to open the ground with a spade. 

Demagogue, demmah-gog (Greek, de- 
mos, the people ; ago, to load.) A leader 
of the. people; a jiopular and factious 
orator ; one who cajoles the populace by 
professions of Mbf^ity, and adapts his 
public addreSsos to the selfishness and 
prejudices of his listeners. 

Demarcation, demar-kayriiun (Span- 
ish, demareadon.) Division; separation of 
territory ; the boundary line wmch divides 
the possessions of one owner or occupant 
hrom those of another. 

Demean, de-meen (Latin, de, down. 
French, mener, to carry). To conduct; to 
behave ; to lower one's self. 

Dementia, de-menshea (Latin, de- 
merUia), A species of imbecility or mmifcal 
wea^ess, most frequentlv merf* 
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Demesne, de-ineon (Latin, dwninust a 
njastor, or lord). A manor-house and land 
adjacent; land adjoining a mansion. 

Demi, dem-e (Erench, demi^ half). A 
prefix frequently used in the composition of 
English and French words, signifying Jmlf. 

Demicadence, demmy-kaydons. In 
music, an iraj>erfect cadence, or one which 
falls oil any other than the key-note. 

Demi-god. A general appellation for 
an inferior divinity in the mythology of 
Greece and Home, applied to such as were 
regarded as the mixed offspring of gods 
and mortals, who were afterwards deified. 

Demi-john, dem-my-jon (French, dame 

S e). A glass vessel or bottle with a 
body and a small neck, inclosed in 
3r-work. 

Demise, demise (Latin, de^ from; 
missuhif dismissed). Death ; decease ; 
also a grant by will. The demise of due 
(Ji'oion is a transfer of the crown, royal 
authority, or kingdom to a successor. In 
law, applied to an estate, either in fee or 
for a term of years. Demise and lie-demise 
signify a conveyance where there is a lease 
made from one to another at a merely 
nominal rent, and the latter re-demises 
to the first lessee the same land for a 
shorter term, subject to an actual rent. 

Demi-semiquaver, demmy-semmy- 
kwayvur. Th6 shortest note in music, 
being half a semiquaver. 

Demitone. demmy-tone. In music, an 
interval of half a tone ; semitone. 

Democracy, do-mokkra-se (Greek, de- 
mos^ the people ; hraiiOf to govern). That 
form of government in which the whole, 
or the mater portion of the adult males of 
a population, have a voice in the election of 
their political rulers and lawgivers. 

Demolition, demo-lishun (Latiu, de^ 
down; mo/e«, amass). The act of throw- 
ing down, pulling up, or otherwise destroy- 
ing; ruin; destruction. 

Demon, de-mon (Greek, daimon), A 
name ^ven by the ancients to a spirit in- 
termediate between a Pagan god and a man, 
and which was supposed to possess the 
^ower of working good or evil to man- 

Demoniac, de-mony-ak. Pertaining to 
demons ; possessed of an evil spirit ; acting 
more like a demon than a human being. 

Demonstrate, demon-strate (Latin, 

At. frmm • ♦a a'K/\<ntr\ 


plainly; to prove with perfect dearness, 
and so as to convince the most prejudiced. 

Demoralize, de-moral-ize (Latin, de, 
down ; mores, manners). To render corrupt 
in morals ; to destroy or lessen the effect 
of moral principle ; to weaken in respect to 
moral force as distinguished from physicfd. 

Demosthenic, de-mos-the-nik. Per- 
taining to or resembling Demosthenes, the 
Grecian orator. A person speaking with 
great eloquence is said to employ 
Uieiiic eloquence. 

Demotic (Greek, demos, the people). 
Belating to the people; popular; couunoii. 

Demulcent, de-mulsent (Latin, de- 
mulceo, to soothe). Softening; mollifying; 
a medicine which protects sensible parts of 
the body from the irritative actiop of other 
substances. 

Demur, do-mur (Latin, de, from ; mora, 
delay). Suspense ; doubt from uncertainty 
or want of sufficient proof; hesitation; 
tardiness of judgment; choice of opinion. 

Demurrage. In nautical affairs, the 
compensation duo to a ship-owner from the 
freighter, or from the partv wlio claims 
and receives goods under a bill of lading, 
on account of undue delay in the loading 
or unloading of them, or on account of this 
not being done within the specified time 
in the charter-party or the bill of lading. 

Demurrer, de-mur-rur (Latin, demeror, 
to delay). One who demurs. In law, an 
issue joined upon matter of law, to bo 
determined by the judges: it is an abiding 
in point of law, and a referring to tho 
judraent of the court, whower the 
declaration or plea of tho advorso party is 
sufficient to bo maintained in law. 

Demy, de-mi (French, demi). A size 
of paper next smaller than medium. 

Denarius, de-nary-us (Latin, denarius). 
A Roman silver coin, worth about eight- 
pence, English money. 

Denary, den-a-ro (Latin, denanus). 
Containing ton ; the numW of ten. 

Dendriform, dendro-fawrm (Greek, 
dendrm, a tree ; forma, «hap6). Having 
the form or app^ance ot a tree. 

Denizen, denny - zun (Old French^ 
donaison, a gift). A freeman; one not a 
native, but made a citizen ; an alien made 
a subject by letters patent, holding a 
middle state between an alien and a natttfal 

U...— 
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Dexiominatibn^ de« nommy - nayi^tm 
(Latin^ from; nomeut a name). A 
name ^vec to express some peculiar qua- 
lities; a body of individuals united by 
the same name^ as a denmdnatiori of 
Christians. 

Denominator, do - nommy - nayfcur 
(Lat., tU, from ; Tiomen, a name). In arith- 
metic and algebra, tho number and letter 
below the line, showing the number of 
parts into which the integer is divided, 
and consequently indicating tho denomi- 
nation of the fraction, or giving it name. 

Denote, de>note ([Latin, cfe, from ; noto, 
to mark). To be a sign of ; to indicate; to 
imply, signify, or betoken. 

De novo, de no-vo (Latin, de novo). 
Again; anow^ from the beginning; to 
perform anything over again. 

Denouement, den-oo-mawng TFrench, 
dmouer, to imtie). The unravelling or 
discovery of a plot; the winding up of an 
event; the final development of a narra- 
tive or play. 

Denounce, de-nowns (Latin, de, from ; 
nuncio, to tell). To accuse publicly; to 
Inform against; to threaten by some out- 
ward sign or expression. 

Density, den-se-te (Latin, deneus, thick, 
dose). Thickness ; solidity ; compactness ; 
the closeness, near approach, or adhesion 
of the parts of a body. 

Dental, den-tal (Latin, dens, a tooth). 
Pertainiiig to the teeth ; as tooth-drawing, 
a dentaJ operation. 

Dentifrice, den-te-fris (Latin, dens, a 
tooHi } Jncare, tomb). A name given to 
tooth-powders, generedly, or anything that 
cleanses the teeth. 

Dentition, den-tishun (Latin, dem, a 
tooth). The period at which the teeth are 
formed within the jaws, and protmded 
through the gums; a condition commonly 
known as teemng. 

Denude, de-nude (Latin, de, from; 
^udus, naked). To strip; to deprive of 
riothes or covering ; to make bare or naked. 

Deny, de-ni (Latin, de, ne, not ; ago, to 
do). To refuse to do something asked or 
required; toaffeot perfect ignoranoe of. 

Department, 4^paiirme]it (French, 
despoi&nmi). A B«pMtion or division. In 
Prance, a district usually oomprehetiding 
four or five arrondissements. ea^ of which 
oontains several oaatons, which again oon- 
lisU of seyenil oommunes. 


Depasture, de-pass-ture (Latin, de- 
pascor, to feed upon). To eat up ; to con- 
sume by feeding. In law, the act of feed- 
ing caUle upon pastured land, for doing 
which, at the request of another, the action 
lies. 

Dependency, de-penden-se (Latin, de, 
from; pendeo, to hang). The state of 
hanging upon a supporter; subordination; 
connection; reliance; the state of being 
subject to or at the disposal of another; 
also, a territoiy remote from the kingdom 
or state to which it is subject. 

Depict, de-pikt (Latin, de, from ; 
piotum, painted or drawn). To paint or 
portray; to represent the likeness of an 
object in colours; to describe in words. 

Depilatory, de-pillah-tory (Latin, de, 
from ; pilns, hair). Having the power to 
remove the hair; any preparation or ap- 
plication which causes the mir to come off. 

Depletion, de-pleeshun (Latin, depleo, 
to empty). The act of emptying. In 
medical practice, the diminishing the 
quantity of blood in the vessels; blood- 
letting. 

Deploy, de-ploy f Latin, de, from; 
plico, to fold). In military science, the 
expansion of a body of troops, previously 
compacted in column, so as to display an 
extended front. 

Deplume, de-plume (Latin, de, from ; 
pluma, a feather). To strip or pluck off 
feathers ; to deprive of plumage. 

Deponent, de-ponent (Latin, deponens, 
laying down). In law, one who gives his 
evidence in a court of justice; one who 
deposes to, or makes a deposition or state- 
ment of anj^ fact; such evidence being 
taken down m writing, and then sworn to. 

Depopulate, de-poppu-late (Latin, de, 
from ; populus, the people). To unpeople ; 
to lay wB^e ; to deprive a place or town of 
many of its inhabitants. 

Deportation, depor-tayshun (Latin, 
de, from ; porto, to carry). Transportation ; 
assirang to a person some remote place of 
residence, and prohibiting his removal 
therefrom under certain penalties. 

Deportment, de-portment (Latin, de, 
from; porto, to cany). Personal de- 
meanour: the maimer m which one carries 
himself; behaviour; conduct; s^-manage- 
ment. 

Depose, de-^ze (Latin, de, down; 
laid). To lav — * 
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person of post or dignity; to lay aside. 
Also, to give testimony on oath^ especially 
such testimony as is committed to writing ; 
to gi re answers to interrogatories, intended 
as eridouce in a court of law. 

33eposit, deposit (Latin, de^ down; 
poaitmiy laid). To lay down ; to lodge in 
any place for preservation; that which is 
laid down or deposited; a trust; a pledge. 

Depot, depo (French, de^6t). In mili- 
tary affairs, any special place in which 
mUitary stores are deposited, or where 
recruits for an army arc assembled. In a 
gener^ sense, a warehouse or magazine ; a 
place where any kinds of goods are de- 
posited. A d^Ct conij)any is a company 
of soldiers left at homo for the purpose 
of recruiting, by regiments embarking for 
foreign sonnoe. 

Depravity, de-pravvy-te (Latin, cfe, 
from; prams, wicked). Corruption; 
wickedness; state of sinfulness; perversion 
of the heart. 

Deprecate, deppry-kato (Latin, de, 
from ; precor, to pray). To pray earnestly 
for the averting of some imminent punish- 
ment ; to protest against. 

Depreciate, de-preesW-ate (Latin, de, 
from; pretium, price). To under- value; 
to lower a thing in price ; to represent as 
of no merit oz of less voluo than is com- 
monly supposed. 

Depredation, deppry-dayshun (Latin, 
de, from; proeda, plunder). The act of 
robbing or pillaging; laying waste; taking 
away by violence. 

Depression, de-preshun (Latin, de, 
down; presmm, pressed). The act of 
pressii^ down, or the state of being 
pressed down ; a sinking of spirits, or of 
strength. 

Deprivation, deppry-vayshun (Latin, 
de, from; privo, to tate away). The act 
of taking away ; a state of suffering loss or 
want; bereavement by loss of friends or of 

oods. In ecclesiastical law, the act of 

ivesting a bishop or other clergyman of 
his spiritual promotion or dignity. 

Depurate, dop-urate (Latin, de, from ; 
pwns, pure). To purify; to cleanse; to 
free from contamination or feculent 
zoatter. 

Deputation, deppu-tayshim (Latin, 
de, from ; puto, to think). A person or 
perrons authorised and sent to transact 
business ior other persons or for a coUec- 
^ve body; a number of individuals raIap+oH 
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to represent the views and wishes of an) 
section of the community* 

Deputy, deppu-ty (French, depute). A 
person who acts for and takes the place of 
another; a lieutenant; a viceroy. Inlaw,, 
a pei'sen who exercises an olQSice in the righi 
of another, and for whose behaviour and 
mistakes the principal is responsible. Th ' 
Chamber of Deputies is the lower of the tw » 
legislative chambers in IVance. 

Derangement, de-ranje-mout (Latix\ 
de, from. French, rauyer, to arrange). A 
displacing ; putting out of order ; disturl> 
ance of regularity or regular course. 
Mental disorder; disturbance of the mind 

Dereliction, derry-likshun (Latin, de, 
from; r<?, again; luiquo, to leave). The 
act of f orsaiung or leaving ; abandonment ; 
the state of being left or abandoned. 

Deride, de-ride (Latin, derido, to laugh 
at). To laugh at coutomptuously ; to treat 
wiLh scorn ; to turn into ridicule. 

Derivative, de-rivva-tiv (Latin, de, 
from ; rivus, a river or spring). In gram- 
mar, any word derived, or taking its origin 
from another, called its primitive, as mm- 
hood, from man. 

Derivation, derry-vayshun (Latin, de, 
from; rivus, a river or spring). The act 
of deriving, drawing, or receiving from a 
source; a tracing a word to its root; the 
thing derived or deduced. 

Dermatology, dermah-tollo-jy (Greek, 
derma, tbo skin ; logos, a discourse). A 
treatise or history of the skin, and the 
diseases to which it is subject. 

Dernier, dare-ne-ai (French, demiei'). 
The last; the only one left. Dernier res^ 
sort, the last resource ; forlorn hope. 

Derogate, derro-gate (Latin, de, from , 
rogo, to ask). To lessen ; to detract ; to 
undervalue ; to take from. 

Derogatory, de-roggah-tory (Latin, de, 
from; royo, to ask). Detracting or tend- 
ing to lessen by taking sometmng from; 
degrading, or unworthy of any person or 
thing. Derogatory clause, in a person’s will, 
is a sentence or secret character inserted 
by the testator, of which he reserves the 
knowledge to himself, with the condition 
that no will that he may hereafter make 
will be valid, unless this clause be inserted 
word for word. This is done as a precau- 
tion to guard against later wills being 
extorted by violence, or otherwise Im- 
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Bervislu A Turkish priest or monk, 
whoso order profess to renounce the luxu- 
ries and comforts of life, under the belief 
that a condition of poverty is the only 
pasi^rt to heaven, and that privation in 
this world is certain to secure rewards in 
the next. Many 9 t tto dervishes travel 
over the whole of [Eastern world, enter- 
taining* people with relations of the curiosi- 
ties and wonders they have mot with. In 
Egypt there are dervishes who live with 
thoir families, and oxerciso their trades, of 
which kind are the dawing dervUhet at 
Damascus. 

Besagrements, daze - ah - graymong 
( French). Discomforts ; incon veniencies ; 
unpleasantnossos. 

Besoant, dcs-kaut (Spanish, diaearUe). 
To comment on any subfect ; to dispute : 
to carry on a disoussion under several 
neads ; to make a variety of remarks. 

BeBoendant, de-sendant (Latin, de, 
down; acando, to climb). Any ^rson pro* 
oeoding from an anoestor in any degree; 
issue; offspring in the line of genera- 
tion. 

BeBCiy, de-skri (Norman, descrier). 
To espy; to reconnoitre; to see from a 
distance; to discover anything concealed. 

Beseorate, dessy-krate (Latin, de^ from ; 
aaeer, sacred). To convert a thing to a use 
different from that to which it was origin- 
aUy oonseorated; to divest of a sacred 
ch^cter or office. 

Beserts, de>zerts (Latin, de, from; 
tenyiOf to serve). A deserving or worthi- 
ness of reward or punishment, especially 
the former. 

Beshabille, daze-ha-bil (French). An 
undress or morning dress; a dress worn 
within doors and on ordinary occasions; 
opposed to full dress. 

Beslooatioxiydessy-kayBhun (Latin, da, 
from; stcco, to dry). Act or process of 
drying. 

^Basiddratum, de-zidder-aytum. A 
I^tin wo^, meaning vMad Jbr, used to 
express something greatly wuited, or much 
to M desired. 

Besiflniatioil* dezzig-nayshun (Latin, 
*ilie describing 
aperacmer thing by BaoLOri^ or object; 
a selecting and apHnth-g'; distinct appli- 
cation; to distinguian from othws by m- 
dication. 

BesoUAioii, desso-layshiaa (Latin, da, 
ftrom: aolua. ekmek The slate of beixur 
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laid waste, ravaged, or forsaken; sadness 
gloom; loneliness. 

Beamtch, de-spatch (Spanish, d^apcb* 
e7uir)» To send away hastily; to peifornr 
quickly; to send out of tho world. AJsc^ 
a letter sent with expedition, by a special 
messenger; or a letter on some aftair of 
state, or of public importance. 

BeBperado,despee-rahdo. Ao^sperate 
fellow ; one who is reckless of or pro- 
perty, and acts without fear of danger or 
consequences. 

Bespicable, des-pikkah-bul (Latin, 
despico, to despise). That which is oidy 
worthy of being despised; contemptible; 
vile; mean; sordid. 

Bespite, de - spite (French, 

Malice ; defiance ; also used in tho sense of 
notwithstanding; as to perform a thing, 
despite such and such obstacles. 

BeBpoil, de-spoil (Latin, da, from; 
apolw, 10 plunder). To rob ; to deprive ; 
to divest ; to take away from by force. 

Bespond, de-spond (Latin, da, from; 
apoiideo, to promise). To be cast down ; to 
be depressed or dejected in mind ; to be* 
come nopeless and desperate. 

Bespot, des-pot (Greek, deapotaa), A 
sovereign or ruler invested with absolute 
power ; in a general sense, one who abuses 
power and authority; a tyrant. 

Bespumation, dos-pu-maysbun (Lat., 
de, from; ajmma, foam or froth). The 
separation of scum or other impuriries fh>m 
an animal or vegetable fluid by the action 
of fire or of albumen. 

BeBquamation, deskwa - xnayriiun 
(Latin, deaqy^matio). Separation of the 
skin in scales; a sealing or exfoliation of 
bone. 

BeBsert, dez-zert (French, daaaert). 
This word is derived from deaaaarvir, French, 
to take away the dishes from table: thus 
dmwi, that which is placed upon the table 
after it has been cleared. 

Bestemper or Bistemperi des-tem* 
pur (French, dAirmpa), In painting, a 
preparation of opaque colour ground up 
with size and water; when pradisod ona 
small scale, it is termed body-oolour pel^ 
ing. Destemper requires the walls tc he 
dry on wMch it is laid, while frosoo painUag 
requires that they should be wet 

Bestiny, des-te-ne (Latin, to 

bind). Ultimate fate ; state pre-deter- 
minM; Ike immutable power hj which 
events ana so ordnt^ Anri nnn<nlA4>A.9 
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whatever happens could not possibly have 
been otherwise. 

Destitutioiiy destee-towshun (IjatiU} 
(h>, from; statuo, to sot Up). A state of 
poverty, and with no prospect of the means 
of subsistonco ; a condition in which some- 
thing is wanted and not possessed. 

Desudation, dezu-dayshun (Latin, de- 
siiclatiOf sweating). In pathology, an 
eruption of small pimples resembling 
millet seeds, which sometimes occurs on 
the skin of children. 

Desuetude, des-swe-tude (Latin, de, 
from ; suesco, to accustom). The cessation 
of use; disuse; discontinuance of a prac- 
tice, custom, or fashion. 

^ Desultory, dez-ultur-e (Latin, de, 
from; salio, to leap). Roving from one 
thing to another; unsettled; without order, 
connection, or method; wavering; pro- 
ceeding by fits and starts. 

Detached, do-tatsht (French, tUtachei'), 
Separated ; broken off. In painting, when 
figures stand out from the back^’ound 
and from each other in a natural manner, 
so as to show that there is space and atmo- 
sphere between. A detached house is one 
standing quite apart from others. 

Detachment, do-tatsh-mont. A part 
of a regiment or of an nriny sent upon any 
particular service at a distance from the 
main body. 

Detail, do-tale (French, delailler'). To 
relate particularly; to display minutely 
and distinctly. 

Detainer. de-ta3mur (Latin, de, from ; 
ieneo, to hold). One who withholds what 
bcldongs to another. In law, a forcible 
detainer is the keeping another out of 
possession of lands or tenements belonging 
to him. A writ of detainer is a writ which 
lies against prisoners for debt, command- 
ing the govemqr of tho prison to detain 
the person in question until he receives 
his discharge. 

Deter, do-tur (Latin, de, from; terreo, 
to frighten). To discourage by terror ; to 

S revent acting or proceofUng, by danger, 
ifiicalty, or other consideration which dis- 
courages and disheartens. 

Detergent, de-ter jent (Latin, de, from ; 
to memisc). Any preparation or ap- 
plication which has the power of cleans- 
ing; a medicine which the effect of 
removing viscidity and cleansing sores. 

Detenxxlne,de-tarmin (Latin, dis, from; 


to conclude ; to resolve ultimately ; to put 
an end to. 

Deteriorate, de-toereo-rate (Latin, 
ierior, worse). To make worse ; to grow or 
become worse ; to be impairea in quality ; 
to degenerate. 

Detinue, det-e-nu (Latin, detineOf to 
hinder). In law, a personal action of con- 
tract, which lies where a party seeks to 
recover goods and chattels, or deeds an^ 
writings, detained from him. 

Detonate, detto-nate (Latin, detono, to 
thunder). In chemistry, to cause to ex- 
plode; to burn or infiamo with a sudden 
report. A detonatinff tube is a short glass 
tube used by chemists, for the detonation 
of gaseous bodies. Detonating powder, 
fulminating mercury, silver, or other com- 
oiinds, vmich detonate when struck or 
catod. 

Detour, day-toor (French). A turning; 
a circuitous way. 

Detraction, de-trakshun (Latin, de, 
from ; tractum, drawn). Defamation ; 
slander ; tho act of taking away something 
from tho reputation or worth of another, 
with the view of lessening him in estima- 
tion. 

Detriment, dettry-ment (Latin, detH^ 
mentum). Loss; damage; injimy; mis- 
chief; harm. 

Detrop, deh-tro (French). Out of 
place; one too many; not wanted. 

Deuce, duso (French, detue, two). A 
card with two spots ; a die with two ^pots. 

Deuteronomy, dewtur - onno - me - 
(Greek, deuteros, second ; nxmos, law). The 
second law, or second giving of the law by 
Moses ; the name accordingly given to th4 
fifth book of the Pentateuch. 

Devastation, devas-tayshiin (LaUx^ 
de, from; vaato, to lay waste). Demoli- 
tion; laying waste; destruction. 

Development, de-veUep-ment (French, 
(Uoelop^Hr), Removal of a covering so 
as to expose anything concealed; dis- 
closure of a secret ; unravelling of a plot 
This word is also used in the sense of 
growth and expansion, as the development 
of the human frame into manhood or 
womanhood* 

Deviation, deevy-ayshun (Latin, 
from; via, tho way). A wandering or 
turning aside from the right way ; aontig 



Devioe» de-vice (French, devise). A 
toonbrivance ; a stratagem ; a project ; a 
Bchexne or plan. In heraldry, an emblem 
which has some relation to a person’s name ; 
the representation of some natural body 
with a motto or sentence. 

Devise, do-vize (Latin, eWuMwm, divided). 
To invent or contrive ; to bring out to bear 
upon the execution of anything ; to scheme ; 
to project. In law, the act of giving or 
bequeathing by will. '* 

Devoid, de-void (Latin, <kf from; w- 
duuSf deprived). Empty; vacant; desti- 
tute of any quality, whether good or bad. 

Devoir, dev- war (French, devoir). 
Service or duty; an act of civility or 
respect ; respectful roco^ition duo to 
another; the customa-y please is, to pay 
one’s devoirs. 

Devolve, de-volv (Latin, de, down- 
wards; volvOf to roll). Literally, to roll 
down: hence, to move from one pei^on to 
another; to fall or descend to in order of 
succession. 

Devotee, dowo-toe (Latin, from; 
yumOf to vow). One who is wholly devoted ; 
a person superstitiously given to religious 
ceremonies and observances. 

Dewlap, dew-lap. The piece of flesh 
which hangs from the throats of oxen ; so 
called from its la'pping or brushing off the 
dew. 

Dew-point. The point of temperature 
at which dew begins to form or fall. 

Dexterity, doks-terry-te (Latin, dex- 
ter, the right). Readiness; activity; 
q^uiokness of contrivance; quickness and 
^ill in managing or conducting an opera- 
tion or process. 

Di# A prefix to words, contracted from 
dis, and denoting from., separation, nega- 
tion, two. 

Dia* A Greek prefix to many English 
words, denoting through, across, around, hy. 

Diablerie, de-ahb-le-rie (French). A 
diabolical deed; conjuration. 

‘ Diabolical, diah*bolly-kul (Greek, Dia- 
holus, the evil one). Impious: extremely 
m^oious; outrageously wicked. 

Diaohylum, di-akky-lum (Greek, dia, 
through ; kylos, chyle or juice). A plaster 
acting by or through its juices. 

Diadem* diah-dem (Greek, diadeo, to 
bind round), A crown or fiUet worn around 
the heSMl as a svmbdl of mvaltv. 


Dia^osis, di-ag-no-sis (Greek, cUagtn- 
osJeo, to distinguish). In pathology, the art 
of distinguishing one disease from another. 

Diagonal, di-aggo-nal (Greek, dia, 
across; gorda, an angle). Applied to a 
straight lino drawn across a fixture from 
one an^le or comer to another, so as to 
divide it into equal parts. 

Diagram, diah-gram (Greek, dia, 
across; gramma, a letter or drawing). A 
mathematical figure or scheme drawn for 
demonstration. 

Dial, di-al (Latin, dies, a day). An 
instrument for marking the hour of the 
day by the sun. 

Dialect, diah-lokt (Greek, dia, through; 
lego, to road). A peculiar form or idiom of 
language. In a general sense, an appella- 
tion given to a language when spoken of in 
contradistinction to some other language 
which it resembles in its general features, 
though differing from it more or less 
in detail. 

Dialectics, duh-lektiks (Greek, dia, 
through ; lego, to road). The practical 
part of logic, which treats of the rules of 
reasoning. 

Dialogue, diah-log (Greek, dia, 
tlirough; logos, a discourse). A discourse 
or conversation between two or more per- 
sons; a written composition, represenung 
two or more persons as conversing. 

Dialysis, di-al-e-sis . A mark or charac- 
ter consisting of two points placed over 
one or two vowels, as moshie, to separate 
the diphthoi^ and show that they must be 
sounded distinctly. In rhetoric, dialysis is 
a figure of speech in which several words 
are placed together, without the aid of a 
conjunction, as veni, nidi, vid, I came, I 
saw, I conquered. 

Diameter* di-ammy-tur (Greek, dia, 
across ; metron, a measure). A line which 
passes through tlie centre of a circle, and 
divides into two equal parts. 

Diametrically* diah - mettri - kally 
(Greek, dia, across; metron, a moasuro). 
Directly; in the direction of a diameter; 
used to express an action or line of conduct 
directly opposed to some other. 

Diapason, diah-payson (Greek, dia, 
through; nos, all). In music, an octave 
interval which includes aU the tones. 

DiaphanoufiL di-affah-nus (Greek, 
dia, tfficough; phainvo. to show). Treiuh 




Diaphoretic, di-affo-rettik (Greek, 
diap1ior60f to corrt^ tlirou£fh). Promoting 
perspiration ; mediolnes which increase the 
mscharge of humours through the skin in 
nn imperceptible manner. 

Diaphragm, dioh-fram (Greek, dia-- 
phragma), A nervous muscle, vulgarly 
called the midriff, dividing the breast from 
the stomach. 

Diastase, dias-tase (Greek, 
through; istejnif to set). A peculiar vege- 
table substance formed during germina- 
tion. It is prepared by reducing freshly- 
germinated bailey into a pulp, with half 
its weight of water, and then pressing out 
the liquor strongly. 

Diathesis, di-athy-sis (Greek, dia^ 
tithemij to depose). Peculiar condition of 
the body; pre-disposition to ceiiain dis- 
eases. 

Diatonic, diah-tonik (Greek, dia, 
through; tonos, a tone). The ordinary 
species of music, consisting of ascending 
and descending by tones and semitones. 

Diatribe, diah-tribe (Greek, diatnhe). 

A continued discourse; disputation; ap- 
plied sarcastically to lengthy and tedious 
harangues. 

Dictate,dik-tato (Latin, dlcio, to repeat). 
To tell with authority; to deliver a com- 
mand to another; to speak certain words 
which another person is to write down. 

Dictator, dik-tator (Latin, dictator). 
One who dictates ; a person invested with 
unlimited authority. 

Diction, dik-shun (Latin, dictio). Ex- 
pression of ideas by words ; stylo ; language ; 
form of expression. 

Dictum, diktum (Latin, dictum, some- 
thing said). An authoritative saying or 
opinion; the ruling of a judge; the find- 
ing of an arbitrator. 

Didactic, di-daktik (Greek, didasho, 
to teach). Preceptive; giving instruc- 
tions and rules ; teaching. Didactic poetry 
is that which is written professedly for the 
purpose of instruction ; as. Pope's Desay 
on Man, or Young’s Thoughts. 

Die,^ di. A small cube marked on each 
of its sides with specks or dots, numbering 
from one to six, and used for games of 
chance and hazard ; plural, dice. 

Die-BixLkiBg. A process employed in 
the preparation of coins, medals, &o. 

Dies non, di-eez non (Lathi, dies, a 
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day on which no legal proceedings can talce 
place. Such days arc all the Sundays in 
the year; the Purification, in Hilary terms 
the Ascension, in Easter terij^ the festival 
of St. John ihe Baptist, in Trinity term ; 
and those of All Saints and All Souls, in 
Michaelmas term. In a general sense, a 
dies non is a day upon which, from some 
circumstance, no business can bo trans- 
acted. 

Diesis, di-esis. The mark (:];); called 
also a double dogger, and used as a mark 
for reference. Diesis, in music, the divi- 
sion of a tone loss than a semitone ; or an 
interval consisting of a loss or imperfect 
semitone. 

Diet, di-ot (Greek, diaita, a rule of life) 
In a general sense, food or victuals ; mom 
particularly applied to a regular course of 
living, or to food proscribed for tne pur- 
pose of maintaining or regaining health. 

Diet, di-et (Teutonic, diet, a multitude). 
An assembly of princes and states, espe- 
cially that known as the German diet : a 
convention of princes, electors, eccle- 
siastical dignitaries, and ropresentativoa 
of free cities, to deliberate on the affaire 
of the empire. 

Dietetics, diet>etiks (Greek, diaita, 
mode of living). The science or philoso- 
phy of diets ; or that which teaches us to 
adapt particular food to particular organa 
of digestion, or to particular states of the 
same organ, so that the largest amount of 
nourishment may bo extracted from a 
given quantity of nutritive matter. 

Dieu et mon Droit, dooh ay mong 
drwah (French). “God and my right.” 
Tlie motto of the royal arms of England. 
First assumed by Eichard the First, to in- 
timate that he did not hold his empire in 
vasstdage of any mortal. 

Differential, diffur-enshy-al (Latin, 
differo, to bear apart). A term applied 
to any quantity izifinitely small ; so small 
as to be less than any assignable quantity. 
Differential calculus is the method of find- 
ing the ratios of the differences of variable 
magnitudes, on the supposition that these 
differences become infinitely small. 

Diffidence, diffy-dens (Latin, dis, a 
negative particle ; fm, to trust). Want o| 
trust or confidence, especially in ourselves 
a moderate degree of timidity or bashM-* 
ness. 

DifEVuse, dif-fews (Latin, difmdoi,.tQ 
pour out). To pour out as liquid; wideH 
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mamierol expression^ when it contains an 
excess of words. 

' D^amy, diggah-me (Greek, dii, twice ; 

I SfamiOf marriage). Mazriage to a second 
wife after the death of a fiM, as opposed 
to bigamy. 

Digest, de-jest (Latin, digero). To 
dissolve in the stomach, as food after it has 
been swallowed : hence, to reduce to method 
that which has been received into the 
mind ; to distribute or arrange methodically 
into different classes. 

Digest, di-jest (Latin, digesius). A 
oolleotion of the Roman laws, ranged and 
digested under their proper titles, % order 
of the Emperor Justinian. 

Digit, dij-it (Latin, digitus, a finger). 
A finger; the measure of a finger’s breadth, 
or three-quarters of an inch. In arithmetic, 
the numerals under ten, as 12345078 9. 
are called digits, from the ancient ana 
original custom of counting on the fingers. 

Dignitary, dignit-tary (Latin, dignus, 
worthy). In the canon law, an occlesiastic 
who holds a dignity or a benefice which 
gives him some pre-eminence over mere 
priests and canons, as a bishop, dean, 
archdeacon, prebon<^ry, &c. 

Digraph, di-graf (Greek, dis, twice; 
grapko, to write). A union of two vowels, 
of which only one is pronounced, as in 
hrsad. It is essentially different from a 
diphthong, which consists of two vowels 
also, but produces a sound which neither 
of the vowels has separately. 

Digression, de-greshun (Latin, d*, 
hrom; gradus, step). Wandering from 
the mmn subject; a turning aside; a de- 
viation. 

Dike (Saxon, die), A mound of 
earth, stones, or other materials, raised 
to prevent low land being inundated 
by the sea or a river; a channel made to 
receive water; a ditch. 

Dilapidation, de-lappy-dayshun (Lat., 
dt, from; lapis, a stone). Ruin; decay; 
waste. In ecclesiastical law, the waste or 
decav of a parsons^, for want of necessary 
.epair, and for vdiich the profits of the 
benefice may be sequestered. 

Dilate* de-late (Latin, latus, broad), i 
To expand, spread out, enlaxgo, stretch, 
or widen. Figurativmy, to relate any- 
^ing at great length ; to narrate an event 
with all its minute dreomstanoes. 

Dilatory, dillah-turry (French. dUa* 


delaying the performance of duties; tardy; 
slow; behinahand. In law, intended to 
cause delay; tending to delay, as a dilatory 
plea. 

Dilemma, de-lemmah (Greek, dis, 
twice; lemma, an assumption). A difficult 
or doubtful choice; a perplexing state or 
alternative. In logic, an argument con- 
sisting of two or more propositions, so dis- 
posed, that, grant which you will, the 
same conclusion must be inferred. 

Dilettante, dillet-tan-te (Italian). An 
admirer or lover of the fine arts ; one who 
greatly interests himself in j^romoting 
science or the fine arts. 

Diligence, dil-o-sihauncc. Tho name of 
a kind of stago-coach used in many parts 
of the Continent, especially in France. 

Diluent, dil-ewent (Latin, di, from; 
luo, to wash away). Making thin or more 
fluid ; that which reduces strength, as of 
liqnoiti. In medical treatment, applied to 
a liquid which has a tendency to increase 
the fluids in- tho body. 

Dime, dime (French, dime, tithe). A 
silver coin of the United States, value ten 
cents, the tenth of a dollar. 

Diminuendo, dim-en-u-endo (Italian). 
In music, those passages where the volume 
of sound is to be lessened from loud to 
j soft, and marked thus (r=»— ). 

Diminution, dimmin-ewshun (Latin, 
di, from ; minor, less). The act of making 
less ; the state of growing less ; discredit ; 
loss of dignity or power. 

Diminutive, dim-innu-tiv (Latin, di, 
from ; minor, less). Small ; little ; con- 
tracted. In grammar, a word or termina- 
tion which lessens the meaning of the 
original word ; as lapillus, in Latin, a little 
stone ; maisonette, in French, a little house ; 
gunion, in Greek, a little woman ; rivulet, 
in English, a little river. 

DizpiSBOry, dim-issur-re (Latin, di, 
from;-mitto, to send). Sending away; 
dismissing to another j urisdiction. A tetter 
dimissorp.JkB one given by a bishop to a* 
candidate for holy orders, ‘having a title in 
his diocese, directed to some other bishop ; 
jind giving leave for the bearer to bo or- 
dained by him. 

Dimple. A small natural cavity in l^e 
flesh, uiwly*formingin the cheek or about 
the chin,t4uid generally considered as im- 
narting beautv and eTnfAOBfAn f/> 
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Dint. A blow or stroke ; the mark 
made by a blow; tho cavity remaining 
after great pressure ; violence ; force ; 
power, Figumtivoly, the force brought to 
boar upon the accomplishment of any^ing ; 
as by dint of perseverance. 

Diocese, dio-sos (Greek, dioUesis, a 
government). An ecclesiastical division of 
u kingdom or state, subject to the juris- 
du-lion of a bishop : hence one having such 
a.itlionty is termed tho diocesan. 

Diorama, dio-rahmah (Greek, dia, 
tin ougli ; ot'ania, sight). A pictorial rep- 
resentation of natural scenery painted on 
a flat surface ; an exhibition of paintings, so 
arninged as to receive shades of light and 
various hues by means of movable blinds ; 
also tho name of a building for such 
cxliibition. 

Diphthong, dip-thong (Greek, dis, 
twice ; idUhoiujoSt a sound). A union of 
two vowels pronounced in one syllable or 
sound, as mwi, Caesar, 

Diploma, dipdomah (Greek, diploos, 
double). A writing conferring some pri- 
vilege ; a certificate of ability, merit, or 
honour. Diplomas are given to graduates 
of colleges, on their receiving the usual 
degrees ; to clergymen who are licensed to 
exorciso the ministerial functions ; to phy- 
sicians who are licensed to practise their 
profession ; and to agents who are autho- 
rised to transact business for their prin- 
cipals, The name is given because 
diplomas were formerly written on waxed 
notes, which were doubled together. 

Diplomacy, de-iilomah-so. Forms of 
negotiation ; customs, rules, and privileges 
of ambassadors, envoys, and other repre- 
sentatives of princes and states at foreign 
courts. In a general sense, tlie exorcise of 
great art and judgment in an undertaking. 

Dipping. Among miners, signihes the 
interruption or breaking off of the veins 
of ore ; an aooident often attended with 
considerable trouble before the ore can be 
again discovered. 

Dipping Needle. A long straight 
piece of stool, equally poised onats centre, 
and afterwards touched with a loadstone, 
whereby it dips or inclines to the earth, 
and demonstrates the exact tendency of 
the power of magnetism. 

C^bradiation# di-rady-ayshun (Latin, 
diridiatioy. In medicine, to invigoration 
ef the muscles by the anmial^ints. In 
entiea. the rava of lioHKt amittea and dif- 
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Dire (Latin, dinui). Dreadful ; horrildc: 
dismal ; evil in a great degree ; affecting a 
beholder with horror. 

Direct, de-rekt (Latin, di, from \ rectus, 
straight). In a straiglit line ; leading or 
tending to an end, as by a straight lino or 
course ; plain ; open ; express. In music, 
a direct interval is that which forms any 
kind of harmony on tho fundamental sound 
which produces it. A direct tax is one 
upon real estates, houses, and lands. 

Director, de-rektur. A person ap- 
pointed to manage the affairs of a public 
company ; as the director of a bank, or a 
railway company. 

Dirge, durj (Teutonic, dyrle), A 
mournful song or tune, used as a lament 
for the dead. 

Dirk (Erse, dirh, dark). A kind of 
dagger or poniard, specially adapted for 
assassination and use in the dark. 

Dis. A prefix or insepai'able prepo- 
sition, implying a negation or privation, 
as dis-ohei/, du~ohlige, &c. Or to signify 
separation and detachment ; as dis^ai'ming, 
dis’trihuting. 

Disable, dis-aybul (Latin, dis, Saxon, 
ahcl). To aeprive of force ; to weaken ; 
to render powerless ; to diminish or destroy 
any competent means. 

Disability, dissah-billy-te. In law, a 
state which renders a person ineligible ai 
a holder of certain legal benefits. 

Disabuse, dissah-buzo (French, dSsor 
huser). To undeceive ; to set right ; to 
explain away error or misapprehension. 

Disaffection, dissah-fekshun (Latin, 
dis, ad, factum). Alienation of affection, 
attachment, or good-will ; a state of dis* 
content and murmuring ; disloyalty. 

Disafforest, dissah-forest. To throw 
open a forest to c«>mraon use j to do away 
with forest laws and their oppressive ro- 
striotions. j 

Disallow (Latin, dis; Saxon, a, lyfan). 
To deny ; to refuse permission ; to testify 
dislike, dissent, or disappi'obation ; not to 
grant; not to permit; to reject. 

Di salto, do sal-to (Italian, di salto). 
In music, a motion by skips, not by den* 
grees ; a melody which, in its pro^ss, 
omits one or more degrees. 

Disaster, diz-astur (Latin, dis, from ; 
astrum, a star). Misfortune ; calamity ; 
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ancient belief in the influence of the etaiis 
cm human fortunes. 

Disavow, dissah-vow (Latin, dis, ad, 
wweo). To disown ; to deny knowledge of ; 
not to admit as true or justifiable. 

Disband, dis-band (Latin, di^; Saxon, 
handa). To flismiss from service ; to dis- 
perse ; to break up a band or body of men 
enlisted. 

Disburse, dis-burs (liutin, from; 
hursa, a purse). To pay away ; to spend 
or lay out money. « 

Disc, disk (Saxon, disc, a plate). The 
body and face of the sun or moon, as 
either luipears to the spectator on the 
earth. In optics, the ma^itude of a tole- 
loope glass, or tne width of its aperture. 

Discard, dis-kard (Spanish, discartar). 
To dismiss from Berries, employment, or 
use. To cast off, or reject, as useless cards 
are thrown out of the hand. 

Discern, diz*um (Latin, dis, from ; 
cet'no, to perceive). To discover ; to distin- 
guish; to recognise at a distance ; to judge. 

Disciple, dis-sypul (Latin, disco, to 
learn). A learner; one w'ho attends the 
teachings and professes the tenets of 
another. In a scriptural senso, the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ. 

Discipline, dissy-pHn (Latin, disco, to 
loam). Education ; rulo of government ; 
the act of cultivating the manners, and 
forming the mind ; subjection to rules, 
laws, orders, and regulations ; correction ; 
chastisement. 

Disciplinarian, dissy - plin - ary - an. 
One who is well versea in tactics and 
moncouvres, and who exacts a strict ob- 
servance of them from those under his 
command. 

Discloiin, dis-klaim (^tin, dis, from ; 
claim, to cry out). To disown ;■ to deny ; 
to renotmee ; to withdraw a claim ; to dis- 
avow ail part or share. 

Disdaimer. In law, an express or 
implied denial by a tenant that he holds 
an estate of his lord ; a denial of tenure 
by plea or otherwise. 

Disclosure, diS'kloshure (Latin, dis, 
from ; clausum, shut up, secret). Bovoab 
ing ; an uncovering, and opening to view ; 
making known what has hitherto been 
tJcret or concealed ; that which is disclosed 
»r made known. 

Disoolouratiou, dia-kullur-ayahun. 
Dlian^ of colour; stain; alteration of 


Discomfiture, dls-kumfibure (Latii^ 
dis, from ; co7i, with ; fiyo, to fix). Oven 
thiow; defeat; rout; ruin. 

Discompose, diskom-pozo (Latin, dis, 
from ; con, with ; positum, placed). Tc 
disorder ; to disturb ; to vox ; to ruffle ; to 
agitate. 

Disconcert, diskon-sert (Latin, dis, 
from ; con, with ; certo, to strive). To de- 
feat or interrupt any order, plan, or har- 
monious scheme ; to unsettle the mind ; to 
disturb. 

Disconsolate, dis-konso-late (Latin, 
dis, con; solo)', to comfort). Without con- 
solation or comfort ; bereaved ; friendless ; 
sorrowful. 

Discord, dis-kawrd (Latin, dis, cor; 
tho heart). Disagreement ; want of union 
among persons or things ; difference of 
opinions ; want of order. In music, dis- 
agreomont of sounds; a union of sounds 
which is inharmonious, grating, and 
disagreeable to tho ear. 

Diseoiint, dis-kownt (Latin, dis; co», 
puto, to prune). A sum deducted for 
prompt or advanced payment ; a deduction 
made from tho nominal price. Amongst 
bankers and bill-brokers, when a bill of 
cxchango is converted into cash, tho 
interest for tho time which tho bill has to 
run is deducted, and is called discou)it. 
Again, a merchant who allows, say, throe 
months’ credit, will deduct a certain rate 
percent, for payment in hand, and this 
sum is called tho discount. 

Discountenance, dis - kownty - nans. 
To discourage; to restrain; to cheek by 
frowns, censure, argument, opposition, or 
cold treatment. 

Discourteous, dis-kurty-us (Latin, 
dis. French, cour). Uncivil ; rude ; want- 
ing in complaisance. 

Discreet, dis-kreet (French, discrei). 
Prudent ; circumspect ; wise in avoiding 
errors or evil, and in selecting the best 
means to accomplish a puiposo. 

Disorimination^ dls-krimmin-ayshm: 
(Latin, disenmen, a difference). The act 
or faculty of distinguishing; the act of 
making or observing a difference ; judg- 
ment displayed in sSoction. 

Discursive, ^s-kiu'siv (Latin, dis- 
cursum, q>eed). Moving about; roving 
from piaoQ to place ; des^tory. In lo|^c, 
proceeding from things known to tbiniw 
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XKBCUSSioily diS’kusshun (Latin, disj 
to shake). Argument; disquisi- 
ion; the examination of a subject by 
debate. 

Disoutlent, dis-kewshont (Latin, dis- 
cuiiOf to beat asunder). Dispersing morbid 
matter. In medical practice, a medicine or 
application which disperses a tumour or 
wiy coagulated fluid in the body. 

Disdain, dis-dain '(Latin, dis; digmts, 
worthy). To treat with scorn; to deem 
unworthy; to regard with contempt; to 
refuse or decline with abhorrence ; con- 
temptuous anger and indignation; imply- 
ing a consciousness of superiority of mind, 
or a supposed superiority. 

Disembark, dis-embark (French, dls- 
emharqmr). To land ; to put on shore ; to 
remove from on board a ship to the land. 

Disenchant, diss-on-tshant. To freo 
from enchantment; to arouse a person 
from an imaginary to a real state of things. 

Disengage, dis-engaje (Latin, duy in. 
French, gager). To separate ; to extricate ; 
to withdraw ; to release ; to free. 

Disfavour, dis-fayvur. Slight dis- 
leasure; unfavourable regard; with- 
olding support. 

Disfigure, dis-figure. To change 
anything to a worse form ; to render ugly 
that which was before beautiful, or to cause 
existing ugliness to a}>pear still more 
unsightly. 

Disfranchise, dis-fran-tshiz. To de- 
prive of the rights and pnviloges of a freo 
citizen ; to take away the power of voting 
at elections. In England, to deprive a 
constituency of the power of returning 
members to parliament. 

Disfrock, dis-frok. To punish a clergy- 
man or priest, by forbidding him to 
perform his ministrations, and thus 
ngurativcly taking away from him the 
frock or gown, which is the external 
emblem of his sacerdotal functions. 

Disgorge, dis-gawrj (French, dSgw'ger, 
to discharge). To eject or discharge ; to 
empty itself. Figuratively, the being 
compelled by force to give up what is 
unlawfully possessed. 

DisheveletL dlsh-owuld (French, de, 
from; dusven, nair). Thrown into dis- 
order; dewing loosely and negligently, 
especially applied to the hair of thenead. 

Disixiherit, dissin-herriULatm, dU, in; 
harM. an heirl. To cut on from an in- 


Disintegration, dis-lnty-gmydiuiL 
(Latin, dw, from ; integer', the whole). Sepa* 
ration of the integrant parts of a 
substance, as distinguished from decompo^ 
sition, or the separation of constituent po^. 

Disjunctive, dis - jungktive (Latin, 
dis; jungOf to join). Separating; dis- 
joining; incapable of union. In gram- 
mar, a disjunctive conjunction^ or connecltve, 
is a word which unites sentences or the 
arts of a discourse in construction, but 
isjoins the sense, noting an alternative or 
opposition— as, I love him,” or, I fear 
him.” In Iootc, a disjunctive proposition 
is one in which tho 2>arts are opposed to 
each other by moons of disjunctives. 

Dislocation, dislo-kayshun (Latin, dis, 
from ; locus, a i)laco). The act of dis- 
placing or putting out of joint ; the act of 
removing or forcing a bono from its socket. 

Dislodge, dis-lodj (Latin, dis. Saxon, 
logian). To remove from a place where a 
person lodges or rests ; to diivo from tho 
lace of natural or ordinary rest and 
abitation. 

Disloyal, dis-loy-al. Not truo to 
allogianoo ; faithless ; false ; perfidious ; 
inconstant in love, or friendship. 

Dismantle, dis-mantul (Latin, dis. 
Saxon, mentel). To strip ; to divost ; to 
deprive of furniture or appurtenances ; to 
break down anything external. 

Dismay, dis-may (Latin, dis. Spanish, 
mayar, to crush). Loss of power and 
courage, occasioned by somo fearful 
apprehension. 

Dismember, dis-mem-bur. To sepa- 
rate ; disjoin ; disunite member from 
member, limb from limb, ono part or 
portion of an entire body from anol^er ; to 
divide ; to sever ; to cut or tear to pieces. 

Disoblige, disso-blije. To do some- 
thing contrary to tho wishes of another ; 
to offend by an act of unkindness and 
incivility. 

Disorganization, dis - awr - gonni - 
zayshun. The act of destroying organio 
structure or connected system; tho un- 
settling the disposition and arrangement of 
parts; (Usorder; derangement. 

Disparagement, dis-parraje-memt 
(Latin, dU, from ; par, equal). Injury by 
comparison ; under-rating ; under-valuing; 
suffering by union or comparison witi 
something of inferior excellence. 

Disparity, dis-p^y-te (Latin, ^ 
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BMi: difference in degree, -rank, age, 
eondition^ or exoellenoe. 

l>iSpar^ dis-part (lAtin, dif; pars, a 
pMfc). To divide ; to separate ; to dts- 
■over. In gunntiy, to set a mark on the 
muasie-ring of a piece of ordnance, so 
that a sight'line from the top of the base 
ling to the mark on or near the muzzle 
mav be parallel to the axis of the bore or 
hollow cylinder. 


Disputant, dispu-tant (Latin, riis : 
puio, to lop). One who argues a^ainsl, 
or opposes the opinions of another; a 
person fond of controversy. 

Disqualification, dis-kwally*fe-kav- 
shim (Latin, dis ; qualis^ of what kind). 
The act of di8qualif3ang, or that which 
disqualifies ; the divesting or depriving of 
certain (Qualities, which are fitting, onabliug, 
and entitling. 


Dispassionate, dis-passhun-ato. Cool ; 

, calm ; impartial ; free from passion or 
feeling; exercising temperance and modera- 
tion. 

Dispatch. See Despatch. 

Dispel, dis-speil (Latin, dis, from ; pello, 
to drive). To disperse ; to clear away any 
obstniotion by scattering it; hence to 
gloom or sadness. 

Dispense, dis>pence (Latin, ditpeaso, 
to lay out). To distribute ; to deal out in 
portions or parts ; to administer ; to allow ; 
to ^ve leave or permission to do or not to 
do : to exempt ; to excuse ; to waive. 

Dispensation, dispen-sayshun (Latin , 
dispenso, to lay out). Distribution; the 
act of dealing out by method ; the dealing 
of Providence to mortals. Mosaic disps^i- 
ialion, or tho Levitical law and rites ; the 
Oospel dispensation, or scheme of human 
redemption by Jesus Christ. 

Disperse, dis-purse (Latin, disperpo, to 
soatter). To scatter ; to spread ; to dissi- 
pate; to drive asunder; to go or move 
into different parts. 

Dispersion of Bight. The division 
of a ray of white light into its variously 
coloured component rays, as seen upon tho 
spectrum after it has undeigone refraction, 
by transmission through a prism. 

Displayed. In heraldry, a term used 
in connection with the position of a bird, as 
an eagle displayed, that is, with the wings 
expanded, and the legs stretched out on 
eltWMde. 

DilipOl^ dis-port To sport ; to play 
aootat; to move with a lively and un- 
leatimedair. 

Disposition. In an artistic sense, the 
Ifeaeml arrangement of a group, or tho 
varioui parts <h any picture or composition, 
in rsqraxd to its general effect ; the pro- 
per diahibaiion of all which forms a 
eomposition for the artistis use. Oompo- | 
sitiem may be oontidered as the genenU | 


' Disquietude, dis-kwi-et-udo (Latin, 
dis ; quies, rest). Want of peace or tran 
quillHy; uneasiness of mind; anxiety; 
solicitude. 

Disquisition, diskwe-sis-shun (Latin, 
disquiro, to search diligently). A formal Oi 
systematic inquiry into any subject, by 
argument or discussion of tho facts and 
circumstances, that may elucidate truth. 

Dissection, dis-sekshun (Latin, dis; 
seco, to cut). The act of cutting apart or 
in pieces, and thus laying open for in- 
spection or examination ; the act of 
I separating into constituent parts, for the 
I purpose of critical examination. 

I Dissemble, dis-sembul (Latin, dis; 
Simula, to feign). To conceal real motives 
and facts by some false pretence ; to 
invest with false appearances or qualities ; 
to disguise ; to play the hypocrite. 

Disseminate, dis-semmin-ato (Latin, 
dissemino, to sow as seeds). To scatter as 
seed ; ^ to spread abroad anything, as to 
disseminate report. 

Dissension, dis-sonshun (Latin, dis ; 
teniio, to perceive). Disagreement ; discord ; 
angry or warm contention in words ; broach 
of union or friendship. 

Dissent, dis-sent (Latin, dis ; sentio, 
to i^rceive). To differ or disagree in 
sentiment or opinion; to thiim in a 
different or contzary manner. 

Dissenter. One who dissents to the 
worship of an established church, and 
attends some other form of worship. The 
dissenters of England maintain that Christ 
alone is the head of the Churoh, and they 
acknowledge no human authority in matters 
of religion. 

Dissertation, dissur tayriiun (Latin, 
dissero, to discuss). An argument or 
debate intended to illustrate a subject ; a 
written essay; a treatise; a discourse. 

^ Dissever, dis-sewur. To part in two; 
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3l8Edmxilation, dis-simmu-layshun 
Xiatin, dis; similit, like). The act of 
iiseemblixig ; a hiding under false pretence ; 
hypocrisy. 

Dissipate, dissy-pate (Latin, dissipo, 
to scatter in different ways). To scatter ; 
to waste by throwing away in all directions ; 
hence ti> dissipate groundless fears and 
alarms. 

Dissolute, disso-lute (Latin, dissolutvs). 
Dissolved in, or abandoned to idle pleasures 
and vice j loose ; unrestrained in morals j 
licentious ; riotous ; profligate. 

Dissolution, disso-lewshun (Latin, dis, 
from ; solao, to loosen). The act of dissolv- 
ing ; the destruction of anything by the 
separation of its parts. In an especial 
sense, death, or the separation of the 
body and soid. 

Dissolve, diz-zolv (Latin, dis, from ; 
solvo, to loosen). To destroy the form of a 
thing by loosening or disuniting its parts ; 
this worn has a wide signification ; thus a 
■olid may bo dissolved into liquid ; partner- 
ship may be dissolved ; and an assembly 
may bo dissolved. 

Dissonant, dis-so-nant (Latin, dis, 
apart ; sono, to sound). Disjoined or dis- 
united in sound ; discordant ; harsh ; in- 
harmonious. 

Dissuade, dis-swade (Latin, dis; 
suadeo, to persuade). To prevail upon a 
person to abandon some object or pursuit ; 
to represent as unfitting, or disadvanta- 
geous ; to persuade not to do. 

Dis-synable,dis-8illah-bul (Greek, dis, 
twice; syllabos, a syllable). A word of 
two syllables. 

Distaff, dis-tahf (Saxon, distcef). The 
staff of aspinning wheel, to which a bunch 
of tow or flax is tied, and from which the 
thread is drawn. 

Distance. The extreme boundary of 
view in a picture. In perspective, the 
point of distance is that portion of the 
picture where the visual ravs meet. Jfftd- 
' die diHaTice is the central portion of a 
picture, between the fore ground and the 
extreme distance. 

Distaste, dis-taste. Aversion of the 
palate ; repugnance of tho feeling ; dis- 
gust ; diriike ; disrelish. 

Distemper, dis-tempur (Latin, dU; 
tempero, to moderate). A disproportionate 
mixture of ingredients. In medicine, 
some disorder of the animal economy, oo* 
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mind, arising from the predominance of 
any passion or appetite. In pamting, a 
term used for the admixture of colours 
with some other inmdiont besides water 
and oil, as size, or white of eg^ ; the term 
being originally applied owing to the 
alternation of temperature occasioned by 
the process. 

Distend, dis-tond (Latin, dis; Undo, 
to stretch). To All out ; to stretch apart ; 
to widen ; to extend ; to swell. 

Distich, dis-tik (Greek, dis, twice; 
stichos, a row). In poetry, a couplet of 
lines ; a poem consisting only ox two 
verses ; a theme or subject treated of and 
comprised in two lines. 

Distil, dis-til (Latin, di, from ; stillo, 
to drop). To separate drop by drop ; to 
flow gently ; to extract spirit. 

Distort, dis-tawrt (Latin, dis; iorqueo, 
to twist). To twist; to bend aside; to 
deform; to writhe. 

Distract, dis-trakt (Latin, dis; trafu>, 
to draw). To draw apart; to pull in 
different directions and separate ; to draw 
away the thoughts or the attention; to 
perplex and unsettle the mind. 

Distrain, dis-train (Latin, di; strinpo, 
to bind). To seize for debt ; to make 
seizure. 

Distraught, dis-trawt (Latin, dis ; 
traho, to draw). Metaphorically, tom to 
pieces by wild and profane thoughts. 

Distribute, dis-trib-ute (Latin, dis; 
tribuo, to allot). To apportion ; to deal 
out ; to assign in shares and j^oriions ; to 
allot to certain places and stations. 

District, dis-trikt (Latin, dis; stHngo, 
to bind). A province ; a territory ; a cir* 
cuit : all that space within which there are 
special powers for coercing and punishing ; 
a word applicable to any portion of land 
or country, or to any pa^ of a city or 
town, which is deflned by law or agree- 
ment. 

Distriimas, dis-tring-gas (Latin, dis» 
tringas). In law, a writ commanding the 
sheriff to distrain a person for debt, or foi 
his appearance at a certain day. 

Dithyrambio, dith-e-rambik (Greek, 
Dithgrambos, one of the names of Bacchus). 
A song in honour of Bacchus, in which the 
wildness of intoxication is imitated ; any 
poem written in ^ild, enthusiastic stxwns ; 
anything wild an<i enthusiastic. 
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lame thing ; au abbreviation used to avoid 
rmtition. Contracted into Do. in books 
ax accounts. 


l>iumal, di'umal (Latin, dieSt a day). 
Pertainii^ to the day ; relating to the day- 
time ; daily ; performed in a day. 

Divan» de-van. A word much used in 
Turkey^ Persia, and Arabia. It is the 

S ' judicial tribunal of Turkey, wherein 
6 is administered ; and the council of 
m princes. The term is also applied 
t6 any hall or saloon set apart for the re- 
oeption of company. It further signifies a 
kind of sofa, or lounging seat. 

Divaricate, di-varry-kato (Latin, di ; 
mricOf to straddlo). To divide into two ; 
to separate into two branches ; to open ; 
to stride. In botany, to turn off irregu- 
larly, and almost at a right angle. 


Diverge, do-vurj (Latin, di ; liergo, to 
lie or lo(^ towards). To turn away or 
apart j to tend various ways from one 
point j to shoot, extend, or proceed from a 
point in difierent directions, or not in 
parallel lines. 

Divergent Rays. Those rays which, 
proceeding from a point of a visible object, 
are dispersed, and continually separate one 
from another, in proportion as they are 
removed from tho object ; in which sense 
they are opposed to convergent rays. 

Divers, di-vurz (Latin, divermsy dis- 
similar). Different; several; various; more 
than one, but not a groat number. 

Diversify do-vursy-fi (Latin, diversns, 
dissimilar). To vary : to make different ; to 
give variety to ; to distinguish by various 
characteristics ; to mark with various 
colours. In orntoiy, to vary a subject, by 
enlargmg on what has been briefly stated, 
fty brief recapitulation, by adding now 
0eas, by transposing words or periods, &o. 

Diversion, de-versbun (T^atin, di; 
verto, to turn). A turning aside ; that 
which turns the mind aside or diverts; 
hence diversion means amtsementy hut of a 
lighter and less engrossing kind than 
plftAsmce. In war, tho act of drawing off 
on enemy from some design, by an attack 
mnde at some other place. 

.pivert, do-vert (Latin, di; v^tio, to 
turn). To turn aside from any com'so ; to 
cidl away the attention; to amuse; to 
entertain; to exhilarate; to draw tho 
forces of an enemy to a different point. 


for the purpose of lightening and dtver$\fy» 
ing the entertainment. 

Divest, de-vest (Latin, di; vedis, 
garment). Literally, to strip off, as a gpor- 
ment, hence to deprive anything of what 
covers, surrounds, or attends it ; thus also, 
in a fi^rativo sense, to free the mind from. 

Dividend, diwy-dend (Latin, divido, 
to divide). Tho proportion of profits 
which the members of a society or public 
company receive at stated periods. Tho 
pa 3 rment made to creditors out of a bank- 
rupt's estate. The annual interest payable 
upon the national debt. In arithmetic, 
any number to bo divided is called a 
dividend, and the successive dividends in a 
process of long division are called dividtials; 
the dividing number is called the divisor. 

Divine Bight of Rings. The 
absolute and unqualified claim of sovereigns 
on the obedience of tho people. 

Divining Bod, de-vi-ning rod. A 
forked brandi, usually of hazel, by which it 
has been superstitiously believed that 
minerals and water may bo discovered in 
the earth ; the rod^ if slowly carried along 
in suspension, dipping and pointing down- 
wards, it is affirmed, when brought over 
the spot where the concealed mineral 
treasure or spring of water is to bo found. 

Divination, diwin-aysbun (Latin, 
divino, to foretell, from Deus, God). Tho 
supposed knowledge of future events, which 
cannot be obtained by natural moans. It 
was a received opinion among the heathens, 
that the gods wore wont to converse 
familiarly with some men, whom they 
endowed with extraordinaiy powers, and 
admitted to the knowledge of their Dounsels 
and designs. 

Divinity, de-vinny-te (Latin, Dms, 
God). Godhead; having the powers or 
attributes of God ; the Deity ; the Supreme 
Being; a false deity or idol ; also a celestial 
being, inferior to the supreme Gud, but 
superior to man ; likewise, the science of 
divine things ; tho science which unfolds 
the character of God, his laws and moral 
government, the duties of man, and the 
way of salvation. 

Divisible, de-vizzy-bl (Latin, divido, to 
divide). That may be divided ; capable of 
being actually or mentally divided into 
parts. 

j Division, de-viizhun (Latin, dwido, to 
' divide). The act of 


bemg commanded oy a general officer. 
The divisions of a battalion are the several 
parts into which it is told off ^ for the pur- 
pose of manoeuvring. Each regiment is 
divided into five grand divisions, ten di- 
visions, or companies, twenty sub-divisions, 
and forty sections. 

DlVOl*oe, de-vorse (Latin, dt ; verto, to 
tui*n). The legal separation of man and 
wife ; the dissolution of the marriage 
contract. 

Divulge, de-vulj (Latin, milgus^ the 
common people). To publish; to mako 
publicly and commonly known ; to dis- 
close or discover ; to make manifest ; to 
declare. 

Dizz^, diz-ze (Saxon, dysig). Giddy ; 
a sensation of swimming in the head and 
turning round ; whirling ; thoughtless. 

Do, doe. In music, the first syllable in 
io^feijgxot or the Italian mode of reading 
music. 

Doab. A Persian word meaning two 
waterSf and applied in Indian nomenclature 
to any tract of country included between 
two rivers. 

Dobasb. The name given in India to 
one who speaks two languages, now synony- 
mous with interpreter. 

Docile, dos-sil (Latin, doceo, to teach). 
Teachable ; easily taught ; willing to be 
instructed, and quick to learn. 

Dock, dok (Welsh, iociaw). To cut 
off ; to lop off ; to curtail or shorten. In 
law, an expedient for cutting off an entail 
in lands or tenements, to enable the owner 
to sell, give, or bequeath the same ; to 
lessen the charges in a bill ; to reduce the 
amount of anything. 

Dock, dok (Greek, doh, a deep place). 
A place sunk for the reception of ships ; a 
place for building or repairing ships ; the 
former is called a wei dock, the latter a 
di'y dock. 

Docket, dok-et (Welsh, tociaxo). A 
piece of paper or parchment con- 
tainiug the heads of a writing; a sub- 
scription at the foot of letters patent by 
the clerk of the docket ; a bill tied to goods 
containing some directions. 

Doctor. Literally, a teacher. One who 
has i^en the highest degree in the faculties 
of divinity, law, or j^ysic. Doctor of 
Divinity; abbreviated, D.D. Doctor of 
Laws; abbreviated, LL.D. Doctor of 
Medicine ; M.D. The title is either con- 


Doctore* Commons. The popular 
name for the courts and offices occupied by 
the college of doctors of law, where the 
professors formerly lived in common, as at 
colleges ; hence the name. Doctors' Com- 
mom. 

Doctrine, dok-trin (Latin^ doceo, to 
teach). The principles or positions of an} 
sect or master ; the thesis or maxims de- 
livered in a discourse ; anything taught ; 
the act of teaching. 

Doctrinaires, doktree - nairz. A 
party of French politicians, supporters of a 
constitutional monarchy ; persons fond of 
new systems and theories. 

Document, dokku-mont (Latin, doceo, 
to teach). Written instruction; official 
paper or publication ; a writing produced 
in evidence or as proof. 

Dodecagon, do-dek-ka-gon (Greek, 
dodJea, twolvo ; gonia, an angle). A geo- 
metrical figure of twelve sides and angles. 

Dodo, doe-doe. The name given to an 
extinct bird said to have existed in the 
Mauritius previous to the seventeenth 
century. Considerable difference of 
opinion has existed among naturalists as 
to the real character of the dodo ; the 
generally received one being that the dodo 
resembled an ostrich in the logs and body, 
and had a head not unlike that of tne 
vulturo. 

Doe (Saxon, da). A she-doer ; tho 
fcmalo of the buck. 

Do£f, dof {do off). To put off ; to lay 
aside ; as, to doff a hat or cloak. 

Dog. To follow about as a dog does ; 
to pursue or bunt like a hound, so as to 
follow and find out where one is going to. 

Dog. A sort of iron hook or bar, 
with a s/xarp fang at one end, so formed as 
to be easily driven into a piece of timber, 
to drag it, by means of a rope, out of tho 
water or ship-board. 

Dog Days. The name given to certain 
days of the year, during which the dog- 
star rises and sets with the sun, namely, 
from the 3rd of July to the 11th of August. 

Doge, doje ^Italian, doge, duko). Tho 
title formerly given to the chief magistrato 
in the republics of Venice and Genoa. In 
Venice it was held for life, in Genoa for 
two years only. 

Dogged, dog-ged (German, dogge). 
Sullen: morose: ill-humoured; appliea to 
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Dogger, dog-gfiir. A small sliip or 
ftabirig vessel, built after the Dutch fashion, 
with ono mast, a narrow stem, and a well 
la the middle for keeping fish alive ; 
pnncipally used for fishing on the Dogger 
Jkud'f in the Gorman Ocean, whence the 
iiariio is derived. 

Doggerel, dog-gur-el. An epithet 
iriven to irregiilar, mean poetry, or to more 
ihynios struii;* together without harmony 
or sense. The term i.s supposed to be de- 
rived primitively from hence, rhyme 
without ha:*mon> ; harsh ; discordant ; 
vcsomblmg tlic noise made by a dog. 

Dogma, dog-rnah (Greek, dogma). An 
opinion or doctrine said or assumed to bo 
clearly seen or discerned; and therefore 
positively affirmed, and authoritatively 
asserted ; a settled opinion ; a doctrinal no- 
tion, paHiculorly in matters of faith and 
philosophy. 

Dogmatic, clog-mattik (Greek, dogma). 
Authoritative ; arrogant ; magisterial ; 
positive. 

Dog-vane. A small vane composed of 
thread, cork, and feathers, fastened to a 
half pike, and placed on the weather gun- 
wale, to assist in steering a ship on the wind. 

Dog-watch. Amon^ seamen, a watch 
of two hours; there being two such bo- 
twee?] 4 aud 8 o’clock, p.m. 

D’Oily, doy-le. A species of coarse 
woollen siuff, said to bo so called from the 
first maker; also the name for a small 
napkin used at dessert. 

Doit, doyt (French, doigt, Latin, 
dlgitits, a finger). A very small piece of 
money, or so much brass as may be 
covered by the tip of tho finger; and 
hence, tho merest tiifie. 

Dolce, dol-cha ) 

DolC6mente,dolcha-men-te f (Italian). 
In musio, a direction, signifying that the 
music is to be played or sung softly and 
sweetly. * 

Dole (Saxon, To deal out; to 

divide; to distribute; to part with in 
mnall j^rtions ; that which is dealt or dis- 
tiilmm ; the portion assigned to any one. 

Doldl^ dolo-ful (Latin, doko, to 
grieve). Sorrowful ; dismal ; expressing 
gri^; oenring grief; haring the extern^ 
appoonmoe of sadness. 

Dollar doMar. A silver coin of Spain 
and the Dmted States, value. 100 cente, or 

4a. 2ld* HrifiiA TKa namo ta ♦r. 


coin was first made. Tho German and 
Italian dollars are of rather less value than 
the above. 

Dolphin, dol-fin (Greek, defp/tm, a 
fish). A name gi\en to two kinds of fish, 
one of the whale species, measuring about 
ten feet ; tho other about five feet, charac- 
terised by ite surprising changes of colour 
when in a dying state. 

DoloroBO, dollo-ro-zo (Italian, dofa- 
roso). In music, pathetic. 

Dolt fSaxon, dol). A didled^ heavy, 
stupid fellow. 

Dom, dum. Used ns a tei-mination 
denotes Jurisdiction, or property and juris- 
diction, as kingc^o?;?, dukodc;«. 

Dom. An abbreviation of the Latin 
word dominus (a master who owns), and is 
applied by tho Portuguese, as a title of 
honour and respect, in tho same way that 
Don is in Spanish. 

Domain, do-mane (Latin, doniinuSi a 
master). A person’s patrimony or inheri- 
tance ; land possessed by one as proprietor, 
heir, or governor; tho land about tho 
mansion of a lord, and in his Immediate 
occupancy. 

Dome. In architecture, an arched' 
roof or cupola. Tho word is derived from 
the Italian duomo (a cathedral) because 
those buildings had such roofs generally. 

Domestic, do-mostik (Latin, domus, a 
house). A servant employed in househcld 
duties. 

Domesticate, do-mesty-kato (Latin, 
domnst, a house). I’o make domestic ; to 
tamo, reclaim, or civilise ; to retire from 
public ; to settle clown at home. 

Domicile, dom-my-sil (Latin, domv$t a 
house). A house ; residence ; mansion ; 
place of abode. 

Domiciliary, dom-my-sil-ya-re. Per- 
taining to a private residence. A domi» 
ciliary visit is a legal intrusion on the 
privacy of a house for the purpose of 
searemng it. 

Dominical Letters, do-minny-kal 
(Latin, Dominm, the Lord). The letters 
noting the Lord’s day, or Sunday ; thus, 
in the calendar there is ono of tlio firat 
seven letters of the alphabet attached to 
every day in the year ; namely, A to tee 
1st of January, B to the 2nd, C to tho 8rd, 
and so on for a week; A marking the 
8te, 15th, 22nd, 29t):^ctey6, and so with 
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eitor fall on the same day of the week. 
The dominical letter for any year is that 
Hter on which all the Sundays fall. 

IDominicans^ do-minny-kans. An 
order of monks, founded by Dominic de 
^iizman, a Spanish gentleman, bom in 
*170. In France they were called Jaco- 
oins, and in England Black Friars, or 
Preaching Friars. 

Somlnant, dora - my - want (Latin, 
dominus, lord, or master). Kuling; 
gtjveriiiiig ; prevailing ; having power and 
authority over. In music, of tho three 
notes essential to the tone, the dominant 
IS that which is a fifth from the tonic. A 
dominant or sensible chord is that which 
H practised on tho dominant of the tone, 
and which introduces a perfect cadence. 

Domino, dommy-no. A dress foi*merly 
worn by ecclesiastics in winter, serving to 
protect the face and head from the weather; 
in tho present day, a masquerade dress, 
<‘onb sting of a long silk mantle with cap 
and wide sleeves. 

Domo Reparando, do-mo repar-ando 
(Latin). A writ which lies for a person 
against his neighbour, whose house he 
fears will fall, to the damage of his own. 

Don {do on). To put on ; to invest ; as, 
to don a hat or cloak. 

Don. A Spanish title of distinction or 
gentility; a name given at the English 
universities to the masters and fellows. 
Do?t, is also used in derision, to imply a fop 
or conceited person. 

Donation, do-nayshun (Latin, do7io, 
to ^ive. ) The act of giving or bestowing ; 
a gift or grant. In law, tnc act or con- 
tract by which a thing, or the use of it, is 
transferred to a person or corporation as a 
free gift. 

Donative. In law, a benefice given to 
a clerk by the patron, without presen> 
tatlon to the bishop. 

Donjon, dun-iim (French, donjot»y, 
The grand central tower of a Norman or 
mediaeval castle. It was the strongest 
portion of the building, and containeil the 
princiiial rooms. 

Donor, do-nur (Latin, dono, to give). 
The name applied to a benefactor, or one 
who gives away anything, chiefly as ap- 
plicable to the public good. In the 
middle ages, this term was applied to the 
fiivor ana founder of a work of art for 
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Doom, doom (Saxon, doni). Tho sen* 
tenoe or condemnation of a judge ; the 
state for which one is destined. The old 
name for the last judgment, which im- 
pressive subject was usually painted over 
the chancel arch in parochial churches. 

Doomsday Book, doomz-day book. 
A register made by order of William the 
Conqueror, of the lands of England, value 
of tenures, &c., with a view to their being 
adjudged, or doomed for taxation. 

Dormant, dawr-maiit (Latin, dm'mu^, 
to sleep). Sleeping , at rest ; not in action ; 
unused ; concealed ; not divulged. Dor- 
mantf in heraldry, is applied to an animal 
when in a sleeping posture ; in commerce, 
to a partner in a concern who takes no 
active share in tho business. 

Dormitory, dawr-my-tur-ry (Latin, 
dormiof to sleep). A place, building, or 
room to sleep in; a gallery in convents, 
divided into several cells, where the reli- 
aieuse sleep ; also a place of final rest ; a 
DUi*ying"place. 

Doric, dor-ik. From Doris, in Greece ; 
pertaining to Doris or the Dorians. The 
DoHc order of architecture is that peculiar 
shape of a column and its entablaturo 
ori^nally formed in imitation of a 
wooden fabric, supported with flut«d posts 
or the truhks of trees. The order is 
characterised by strength and simplicity, 
and is apprc^riately employed in tho gates 
of cities, the exterior of churches, &c. 

Dorsal, dawr-sal (Latin, dorsum, the 
back). Belonging to tlie back, as tho 
dm saljin of a fish. 

Dose, dose (Greek, dosis, a giving). la 
pharmacy, the quantity determined by 
weight and measure, of any medicino 
which is to be taken at one time ; tho 
portion of, medicine given at one time. * 

Dotage, do-taje (Dutch, doten), Tho 
feebleness of age ; weakness or imbecility 
in mind or understanding ; siBy fondness. 

Dotal, do-tal (Latin, dos, a portion). 
Pertaining to the dower or marriage por- 
tion ; constituting, or comprised in dower. 

Dotard, do-tard (Dutch, doten). Ono 
whose mind is impaired by ago ; one in his 
second childhood; ono foolishly fond. 

Dote (Dutch, doten.) To love ?nth ex* 
cessive fondness ; to have the mind 
impaired by age or passion ; to be silly. 
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Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, 
Imotloned by the Boman Catholic Church. 

Bouble-BazUc. A term applied to an 
oar being pulled by two men. A boat is 
double-banked, when there are two men 
on every thwart, each pulling a short oar. 
The term is derived from the bank or 
tench upon which the rowers sit in a 
galley, 

Double-Bass. The large musical 
instrument of the viol kind; it has three 
strings, and is tuned in fourths. 

Double Dealer. A two-faced per- 
son ; one who acts two different parts in 
the same transaction, or at tho same time ; 
a person who says one thing and designs 
or thinks another. 

Doublet, dub-blet (French, douhlel). 
The inner or under-garment of a man, so 
called from its affording double the warmth 
of another. 

Doubling. In military tactics, put- 
ting two files or ranks of soldiers into one. 
In naval tactics, doubling upon is a phraso 
used for inclosing paH of an enemy’s 
fleet, so as to cannonade it from two sides. 
Doubling a cape is to sail round or pass be- 
yond it. DoublinOf in hunting or coursing, 
IS a turning back or winding, to escape 
pursuit, or effect a capture. 

Doubloon, dub-loon (Spanish, doblon). 
A Spanish gold coin, worth about sixteen 
dollars, or £3 4s. British. There are also 
half and quarter doubloons of proportional 
value. Tnis coin being the form generally 
given to gold in tho mintng countries of 
South America, is oxtousivoly circulated 
as bullion. 

Douceur, doo-sur (French, douceur, 
yweetness). A term generally applied to 
bhat which sioeetens, renders pleasant or 
agreeable; in a more direct sense, a gift, a 
present, a bribe ; a sweetener. 

Douche, doosh (French, dowcAe, shower- 
bath). A jot or current of water thrown 
apon some diseased part of the body, 
thereby causing a shock, and producing 
certain effects upon the system. 

DoUgh^, dow-te (Saxon, dohtig). 
Brave; valiant; noble; renowned. 

Dovetail, duv-tail. In carpentry, the 
art of joining boards or timber, by letting 
one piece into another in the form of a 
wed£^ reversed ora dove’s-tail ; considered 
to be one of the strongest modes of joining. 

Dowager, dow-a-jur (French, donair-- 
Ure), A widow with a jointure; a lady 


who survives her husband ; a title particu- 
larly given to tho widows of roy«d and 
noble persons.; the widow^ of a king is 
colled gueen dowager; the widow of a <fuke 
duchess dowager, Ac. The word is primi- 
tively derived from dowry; a dowager in 
this sense being one who enjoys a dowrg 
after the death of her husband. 

Dowdy, dow-de (Gaelic, dudds, rags). 
One whose clothes hang on like rags; a 
person who presents a mean, old-fashioned, 
or slovenly appearance ; in a slovenly 
manner. 

Dower, dow-ur (Greek, dos, a gift). 
Tho property which a wife brings to her 
husband ; the portion of a widow ; the 
gift of a husband to a wife ; endowment ; 
gift. 

Downs. Low hills of blown sand which 
skirt tho shores of England, Spain, Holland, 
and other countries. 

Doxology, dok-sollo-jo (Greek, doxa, 
praise; lego, to speak). In Christian 
worship, a hymn in praise of the Almighty; 
a particular form of giving glory to God ; 
as in tho Church Service, the frequently 
reouning Glory bo to the Father,’’ &c. 

Doze, doze (Danish, doser). To slum- 
ber ; to sleep lightly'; to be In a state of 
drowsiness. 

Draclim, dram (Latin, drachma), A 
weight, in medicine, the eighth of an 
ounce ; in avoirdupois weight, the sixteenth 
of an ounce. 

Draft, drahft (corrupted from draught) 
The quantity drawn ; the quantity drank 
at once ; an order drawn for the payment 
of money; a sketch; a detachment; a 
figure described on paper ; tho outline of a 
deed, agreement, or other writing ; depth 
of water necessary to float a sliip. 

Draggle, drag-gul. To wet and soil 
by dragging on *^0 ground, or mud, or 
damp grass, as the dress of a female when 
carelessly carried. 

Dragomaji, drag-oman (Italian, drag- 
omanno). An interpreter in Eastern 
countries; especially attached to European 
embassies and consulates in the East. 

DragoimadeB, drag -un- nay dz. A 
term applied to certain severe persecu- 
tions in France, under Louis tho Four- 
teenth, against the Protestants. 

Dragoon^ drah-goon (French, dragonf 
from the Latin dracoiiarins, the bearer ox 
a standard on which was the figure of a 
dragon). A cavalry soldier drained tqi 
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fight on foot, if necessary. In a figurative 
sense, to act as a dragoon, with military 
rigour, ext;reine severity; to harass; to 
force to submit. Dragoonaih is the 
abandoning of a plach to the rage of 
soldiers. 

l>rama« drah-mah (Greeh, drama, 
action). A composition representing a 
picture of human life, and accommodated 
to action ; in a general sense, acted plays 
and theatzical representations. 

Dramatis Personae, dmm-a-tis per- 
so-ne (Latin). The various characters 
represented in a drama. 

Drapery, drape-ery (French, drap, 
cloth). In painting and sculpture, tho 
rcprosontiition of uie clothing of tho 
human figure; also tapestry, hangings, 
curtains, &c. 

Drastic, dras-til« (Greek, drasi Los, 
effective). A term applied to medicines 
which are rapid and powerful in their 
operation. 

Draught, draft (Saxon, draqan). The 
act of drawing ; tlie quality of being drawn ; 
a current of hot or cold air. See Draft, 

Draught-horse, draft - hawrs. A 
horse used in drawing a plough, cart, or 
other carriago, as distinguished from a 
saddle-horse. 

Draughtsman, drafts-man. A man 
who draws writings Or designs; an artist in 
a limited sense ; one who is piincinally 
engaged in copying the drawings of otnors, 
and not an original designer. 

Drawback, draw-bak. Money or an 
amount paid back or remitted. In com- 
merce, Ik term used in reference to those 
duties of custom or excise which are re- 
paid by tho Government on the exporta- 
tion of tho commodities upon which such 
duties were levied. This repayment is 
made to enable the exporter to sell his 
goods in the foreign market unburdened 
with duties. 

Drawbridge. A bridge so constructed 
as to bo drawn up or let down to admit or 
hinder communication; sometimes they 
are drawn aside horizontally. 

Drawer and Drawee. In commerce, 
the drawer is he who draws a bill of ex- 
change or an order for the payment of 
money, and the drawee the person on 
whom it is drawn. 

Drawiag-Hoozo. A room appro- 
priated for the reception of company at 
court; an apartment into which, in ordi- 
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nary cases, parties withdraw after dinner. 
Also, the company assembled at court te 
pay their respects to tho sovereign. 

Drawl (Butch, draalen, to linger). To 
utter words in a slow, lengthened tone; tr* 
speak with slow utterance; a lengthened 
tone in speaking. 

Drawn-Battle. A fight from whicli 
the combatants withdraw without either 
side claiming tho victory. 

Dredging, dred-jing. The act of fish- 
ing with a dredge, which is a strong net 
fastened to three spills of iron, and drawn 
at a boat’s stem, gathering whatever it 
meets with at ike bottom of me water; this 
method is principally employed for taking 
oysters. 

Drift (Saxon, drlfan). That which it 
driven by wind or water; a heap driven 
together; anything diiven, aimed at, or 
intended ; the aim, intention, or purpose. 
The drift of a cwirent is its angle and velo- 
city ; a 8n.oW‘drift is an immense body of 
snow driven in a heap by the force of the 
wind. 

.Drill (Saxon, tkirlian). To pierce with 
a drill; to boro; to penetrate; to pass 
tlirough; to sow in rows; also to turn 
about, drive round, as in the act of boring; 
hence, drilling as applied to bodily exercise. 

Driveller, driv-vl-ur. An idiot ; a 
fool; so callod because, with this class of 
persons, the saliva is driven out of tho 
mouth, as with infants. 

Drizzle, driz-zul (Saxon, dreoean, to 
fall). To fall in small drops; to fall as 
water from the clouds, in very fine particles. 

Droit, droyt (French, droit, right). 
Bight ; title ; fee ; privilege. Droits of tine 
Admiralty are the perquisites remUlnf* 
chiefly from tho seizure of the propei Ly ol 
an enemy at the commencement of a war, 
and attached to tho office of Lord High- 
Admiral. 

Droll, drolo (German, troll, to roltor 
tumble). Exciting mirth by eccentric 
gestures and odd sayings ; a farce, or ex- 
hibition full of tricks calculated to raise 
laughter; a Jester; a buffoon. 

Drone (Saxon, droen). The male of 
the honey-bee. The drones make no honey, 
but after being suffered to live for a few 
weeks, they are killed or driven from the 
hive : hence a person is called a drone who 
is sluggish in ms habits, and prefers living 
upon me labours of others to working for 
himself t To drone is to emit a low Iraaar 
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fttljiff found, resembling the noise made by 
the drone. 

DropSYt drop-se (Greek, hudor, water ; 
i}p$, the aspect). A morbid collection of 
water in any part of the body. 

Drosky. A Russian four-wheeled 
carriage, without a covering, fitted with a 
long narrow bench, upon which the riders 
are seated with their feet almost touching 
the ground. 

DrOBB (Saxon, dro^ dress). The scum 
of metals, thrown off in the process of 
melting; that which falls, sinks, precipi- 
tates, or is cast down ; the gross sediment 
from purer substances ; any foul or worth- 
less refuse. 

Drought, drowt (Saxon, drygan^ to 
dry). Dryness ; want of rain ; a parching 
state ; dryness of the throat and mouth ; 
excessive thirst. This word is sometimes 
spelt and pronounced drouth. 

Drowsy, drow-ze (Saxon, dreosan, to 
droop). Sleepy; heavy; dull; inclined to 
heaviness ; disposed to sleep ; lethargic. 

Drudge, dnidi (Saxon, dreogan, to 
labour), to work hard; to labour in mean 
offices; to undergo continual labour and 
employment, with weariness and fatigue ; 
one employed in mean labour ; a slave. 

Druid, drew-id (Greek, an oak). 
An ancient British or Gallic priest. The 
Druids were, in Britain, chosen out of the 
best families, and were held, both by the 
honours of their birth aud their office, in 
the greatest veneration ; they are said to 
have been loomod in science and literature, 
and bad entrusted to them the administra- 
tion of all Boorod things. The religious 
lites of the Druids were performed in 
groves of oa^, which tree, as well ms the 
misletoe growing upon it^ were held 
sacred. 

Drug (Saxon, drygan., to dry). The 
general name tor substances used in 
medicine, meaning literally dHed (herbs, 
roots, plants, Ac.). The word is used in a 
figuramve sense, to denote anything that 
is worthless (dried up) or of no value ; the 
term is also used sometimes for poison. 

XNpUggat. A material of coarse and 
flimsy texture, sometimes manufactured 
wholly of wool, and sometimes partly of 
wool and pmtly of cotton ; it is employed 
as a oover^ for carpet, or as a substitute 
for It. The name is said to bo derived 
ficom Drogheda, in Ireland, noted formerly 
lor manufactures of this kind. 


atiA 

l)rum-lIaJoi;, drum-may-jur. It* 
chief drummer of a rejgiment. Every 
regiment has "a drum-maior, who has the 
command over the other drummers. 

Druse, droos (Greek, druse). Among 
miners, a cavity in a rock^ having its in- 
terior surface studded with crystals, or 
filled with water. 

Druses, droo-zes. The name of a re- 
markable people of Syria, who inhabit the 
mountains of Lebanon, and are governed 
by princes, termed emirs. They worship 
the images of saints, yet observe the fast 
of Rammedan, and offer up their devotions 
both in the Mohammedan mosques and the 
Christian churches. They are a strong 
and robust people, accustomed from theii 
earliest infancy to endure hardships and 
fatigues. Their language is pure Arabic. 

Dryads, dri-ads (Greek, di'us, an oak). 
In mythology, a kind of deities, or nymphs, 
imagined by the ancient heathens as in- 
habiting groves and woods, and regarded 
as the goddesses of vroods and trees in 
general. 

Dryers. Among artists, a term used 
for substances— chiefly metallic oxides— 
added to certain fixed oils, to impart to 
them the property of drying quickly whoa 
used in painting. 

Dry Goods. A term applied to cloths, 
silks, stuffs, &c., in distinction from gro- 
ceries and perishable commodities. 

Dry Nurse, dri nurs. A nurse who 
does not give suckle ; a woman who brings 
up and feeds a child upon artificial food. 

Dry Hot, dri rot. A fungus which is 
found growing in timber, decomposing its 
fibres, and occasioning rapid decay. It is 
so named in contradistinction to the 
ordinary rot or decay to which wood is 
liable. 

Drysalter, dri-saul-tur. A dealer in 
salted or dried moats, or in the minerals 
used in pickling, salting, and preserving 
various kinds of food. The term is fnrthei 
extended to those who deal in saline sub- 
stances, and in drugs and dyestuffs. 

Dualism, dewal-izm (Latin, duo, two). 
That system of philosophy which refers all 
existence to two ultimate principles. 

Duality, du-al-ly-ty (Latin, dm, two>. 
That wliich expresses Uco ; division ; sep^ 
ration ; the state or quality of being two. 

Duaroby, duar-ke (Latin, dw>, two; 
Greek, arc^, rule), A form of ^vern- 
went carried on by two persom. 
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Dab (Saxon, duhhim, to strike). To 
strike ; hence, to (kuMl * person a knight, 
by strildng a blow with a sword. 

Dubious, dewby-us (Lat. , dvhius). Not 
settled in opinion ; not fully proved, or 
having equal probability on either side; 
unoermn ; doubtful ; not clear. 

Ducal, du-kal. Belonging or relating 
to a duke. 

Ducat, duk-at. A. coin of several 
countries in Europe, and of various values, 
struck in the dominions of a duke. It is 
especially common in Grermany. The 
general value of the gold ducat is about 
9s. 4d. The Neapoliten ducat is a silver 
coin worth 3s. 3^d. 

Ducatoon^ duk-a-toon. A silver coin, 
struck chiefly m Italy, of the value of 104 
cents, or about 4s. 8a. sterling. The gold 
ducafoon of Holland is worth twenty florins, 
or about £1 19s. 2d. sterling. 

Duces Tecum (Latin, duces, bring; 
tecum, with thee). In law, a writ com- 
manding a person to appear on a certain 
day in the Court of. Chancery, and bring 
with him such writings, evidences, or other 
things, whicl^the Court would view. 

Duchy, dutch-e. The territory or 
dominions of a duke. Duchy c(mH is a 
court of the duchy chamber of Lancaster, 
hold at Westminster. 

Duct, dukt (Latin, ductus, a canal). A 
canal, or tube, through which fluids are 
conveyed, in the internal structure of 
animals or plants. 

Ductile, duk-til (Latin, duco, to lead). 
Easily led, or drawn ; tractable ; comply- 
ing ; yielding to the wishes of others. 

Dudgeon, dud-jun (German, degen). 
Stubbornness ; sullenness ; quarrelsome- 
ness ; offence ; ill-will. The literal mean- 
ing of dudgeon is root of box, hence cross- 
grained; rough; strong-willed. 

Due, dew (T^atin, dcheo, to owe). Owed, 
or owing ; anjiihiTig that ought to be paid 
or done ; exactly ; directly, as to sail due 
east or dve west ; suitability ; fitness, 
as the distinction due to a person ; apt ; 
seasonable, as a thing arriving in dm 
course. 

Duel, dew-ol (Latin, duellum), A com- 
bat between two ; a premeditated contest 
between two persons for the purpose of 
deciding some private difference or quarrel. 

Dueuna, dew-ennah (Spanish, duenna, 
from Latin, domina, a gevemess). A term 
uppliod^ in Spain, to a lady holding a middle 


station between governess and companion, 
and appointed to take charge of the 
younger female members of a nobleman*! 
or gentleman’s family ; also tho name given 
to the chief lady in waiting upon the Queen 
of Spain ; likewise a general term tor a 
sort of ancient widow kept in all great 
houses in Spain for grandour. 

Duet, dew-et (Italian, duetto), A piece 
of music composed in tw“o parts, for either 
voices or instruments. 

Dl^e. One of the highest drder c/ 
nobility; a title of honour and i.../Oility 
next below the princes. In some countries 
it is the title of the sovereign prince. 

Dulcet, diil-set (Latin, dulcis, sweet). 
Sweet; melodious; harmonious; pleasing 
to the ear. 

Dulcijffcatlon. dul-siffy-kayshun (Lat. , 
dulcis, sweet). Tne act of sweetening ; 
freeing from acidity, saltness, or acri- 
mony. 

Dulcimer, dul-se-mur. A musical 
instrument, so called from the sweetness of 
its sound. 

Dullard, duMard (Saxon, dol), A 

erson of dull apprehension; a olock- 

ead. 

Dulocracy, dul - okrah - se (Gree;,. 
dotilos, a slave; krateia, government). A 
government in which daves and base 
people hold’ the reins of power. 

Dumb Waiter. A frame, fitted with 
shelves, for conveying food from the 
kitchen to the dining-room ; so called 
because it answers all tho pu^oses of a 
waiter at table, except that of speech. 

Dummy, dum-mo. A figure which is 
dumb and inanimate ; anything fabricated 
to represent real objects. 

I Dumous, du-mus (Latin, dumus, a 
bush). Abounding with bushes and briars. 

Dumps (German, dumnC), Sadness; 
melancholy; dulness or inactivity of the 
mind. 

Dumpy. A term applied to anything 
short and thick. 

Dun (Saxon, dynan). To make a din 
or noise in the ears of a debtor ; to clamour 
for the ]payment of a debt ; to persevere of* 
persist in demanding ; to make repeated 
demands. 

Dun (Saxon, dttnn).' Of a dark colont % 
of a colour partaking of brown and black ; 
of a dull broim colour; swarthy; 
gloomy. 
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Dunderhead, dun-dur>iied. A stupid 
head; a dull follow; derived, probably, 
from the Dutch don^en, to thunder, or 
stupefy. 

Dungeon, dun-jun (French, donjon). 
A close prison ; a deep, dark j)lace of con- 
flnemont. In former times, prisoners were 
confined in the donjout as being the 
strongest and most inaccessible part of a 
castle ; henco the word dungeon came to bo 
applied to other strong, close places of 
confinement or imprisonment. 

Dunnage, dunnij. A name mven to 
loose wood or other materials, laid in the 
bottom of a vessel in order to elevate the 
stowage, either with a view of raising the 
heavy goods, which might make her too 
stiff, or in order to keep the cargo suf- 
ficiently raised from the bottom that it 
may sustain no damage by water, should 
the vessel prove leaky. 

Duo, dew-o (Latin, duo, two). A song 

two parts. 

Duodecimals, duo-dessy^mals (Latin, 
duodecim, twelve) . In arithmetic, a method 
of ascertaining the number of square feet 
and square inches in a rectangular, the 
sides of which are given in feet and inches; 
a cross-multiplication, in which the de- 
nominations increase by twelves. 

Duodecimo, duo-dessy-mo. A book, 
shaped like an octavo, and next smaller in 
size. Originally, it had twelve , leaves to a 
sheet; hence the name. 

Dupe (Norman, duper, to cheat). A 
credulous person; one easily tricked or 
cheated ; one who is deluded through his 
own credulity ; to deceive ; to trick ; to 
mislead. 

Duplex, dew-plex (Latin, duo, two; 
plieo, to fold). Double, or two-fold ; 
applied i ' leaves, petals, &c., of plants. 

DupUjate, dew-plee-kat (Latin, duo, 
two; plieo, to fold). Double; two-fold; 
an exact copy ; another corresponding to 
the first, or a second thing of the same 
kind. 

Duplicity, dew-plissy-te (Latin, duo, 
two ; plieo, to fold). Doubleness of heart 
or speech ; the act of dissembling one’s 
reel opinions with a desi^ to mislead ; 
double-dealing; dissimulation; deceit. 

Durance, dew-rans (Latin, duro, to 
continue). Continuance ; imprisonment ; 
rosknaint of the person ; custody. 

Duramexi, dew-raymen (Latin, dura- 
men, stability). The fully-fonmed central 


layers of the wood of exogenous trees, 
generally termed the heart-wood. It isi 
merely the sap-wood solidified by the 
infusion of certain secretions into the 
interior of the cells and tubes of which 
such wood is composed. 

Dura Mater, dew-rah may-tur (Lat.). 
In anatomy, the external skin which en 
compasses and enwraps the brain. 

Duration, dew-rayshun (Latlh^ dure, 
to continue). Continuance; length of 
time ; power of continuaneo. 

Durbar. A Persian word used in 
India for a court where a sovereign cv 
viceroy gives audienco. 

Duress, dew-ress (Norman, duresse). 
Hardship ; imprisonment ; harsh confine- 
ment. In law, constraint, either actual or 
by threats, occasioning a reasonable fear, 
such os will invalidate an act, though 
otherwise legal by a party suffering it. 

Dusk (Dutch, duister). Tending to 
darkness; to become dark or dim; that 
time in the evening when daylight departs 
and night has not yet succeeded 

Dutch Gold. A name giten to bronzo 
loaf, with which toys, and other articles, 
are ornamented. 

Dutch School. In painting, a stylo 
founded on a faithful representation of 
Nature, and portraying minutely every 
detail, without regarmng selection or re- 
finement. 

Dwarf Plants. A term in botany for 
plants that grow low, as distinguid:\ed from 
those of the same kind which rise to a con- 
siderable height. 

Dwindle, dwin-dul (Saxon, dwinan, to 
waste). To be, or cause to bo, thin; to 
become less ; to shrink ; to waste gradually 
away. 

Dynam, din-am (Greek, dynamis, 
power). A term proposed by Dr. Whowell 
as expressive of a pound or other unit, in 
estimating the effect of mechanical labour. 

Dynamics, din-amiks (Greek, dy- 
namxs, power). ' That branch of mechanics 
which treats of the force of moving bodies. 

Dynasty, di-nas-te, or din-as-te (Greek, 
dynaMes, a prince or ruler). A race or 
family of sovereigns in succession, who 
ovem a particular coimtry, as the Tudor 
ynasty, the Stuart dynasty, &o. 

Dyspepsia, dis-pep-seah (Greek, dya^ 
badly; pepto, to digest). Indigestion; 
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diflBculty or weakness of digestion, arising 
in genem from inilammatiozi or a morbid 
condition of the stomach. 

Dyspnosa, disp-neah (Greek, dys ; 
pneOf to breathe). Difficulty in breathing ; 
shortness of breath. 

ISad and Sd. In names, a Saxon word 
denoting happy, fortunate; as Edward, 
hanpy preserver ; Edgar, happy power ; 
Edwin, happy conqueror ; Eadtulph, happy 
assistance. 

Sarnest, er-nest (Saxon, tonmi). 
Ardent in the pursuit of an object ; sincere ; 
serious ; warmly engaged. Earnest, in 
commercial law, is money advanced to the 
buyer of goods, to bind the seller to the 
perforniance of a general bargain ; hence, 
any gift or concession made at the outset 
of an undertaking or enterprise is so 
called. 

!Ear-Bliot, eor-shot. That space or 
distance within which anything may bo 
heard. 

Sasel, e-zul. apparatus constructo<l 
of wood, upon which the panel or canvas is 
placed while a picture is being painted. 

^Basing, e-zing. ^ In nautical language, 
signifies the slackening of a rope, or some 
other part of the ship : thus, *Ho ease the 
bowline or sheet,” is to let it go slacker ; 

to ease the helm,” is to lot the ship go 
note at large, more before the win^ or 
Z'Ure larboard. 

Easterling, eos-turling. A native of 
some country eastward of another. 

Eau-de-Cologne, o - deh - ko - lone 
French, water of Cologne). A liquid per- 
umo originally prepared at Cologne. 

Eau-de-'V’ie, o-deh-vo (French, water 
of life). A name commonly given to 
French brandy. 

Eaves, eevz (Saxon, efm, the skirt or 
edge of anything). The edge or lower 
border of the roof of a building, which 
overhangs the walls and casta off the water 
that falls on the roof. 

Eaves-l^opper, eevz-drop-pur. One 
who takes his station imder the drippings 
or droppings of the oaves, to listen and 
hear what is said within doors ; hence ap- 
phed to all persons who listen seci^tly 
under any circumstances. 

Ebb (Saion, ^). The leBux of the 
ttde ; the return of «do-WBtor toward the 
MB, (^sed to flood or flowing; to go 


away; to recede; to retire. FimiraUvely, 
decline, decay, waste, as the dh of life ; 
the ebh of fortune. 

Ebriety, e-bri-ety (Latin, sinus, 
drunken). Drunkenness, intoxication oo* 
casioned by strong liquors. 

EbuUitio]^ ebbul lish-un (Latin, lulla, 
a bubble). Literally, the act of boiling or 
bubbling ; figuratively applied to the 
temper, when heated, and when the blood 
is supposed to be in a boiling state. 

Eoealeobion, ek-kally-obeyun (Greek, 
eickaleo, to call forth ; bios, life). A oon- 
trivonoe or apparatus for hatching eggs by 
artificial heat. 

Ecce Homo, ek-so ho-mo (Latin, sees 
homo, behold the Man). In painting, a 
name applied to any picture which repre- 
sents our Saviour given up to the people 
by Pilate. 

Eccentric, ek-sentrik (Latin, tx, out 
of ; centrum, a centre). Wandering oi 
deviating from the centre ; hence, not con- 
forming to or guided by rule; irregidar; 
not answering the end intended ; departing 
from the ordinary modes of proceeding; 
singular; odd. 

Ecchymosis, ekkim>osis (Greek, 
ekeheo, to pour out). Tho extravasation ol 
blood into the cellular membrane, between 
tho flesh and tho skin, resulting from 
blows, as a black eye. 

Ecclesiastic, ek-leezy-astik (Greek, 
ckkaleo, to call forth), Portaining or re- 
lating to the Church, or assembly calUa 
forth by the proclamation of the gospel ; a 
person consecrated to tho service of the 
Church and the ministry of religion. 

Eobelon, esh-e-lon (French, echelon, 
round of a ladder). In military tactics, a 
formation in which the divisions of a regi- 
ment are placed in a situation resembling 
the steps of a ladder; hence tho name. 
The echelon position and movements arc 
not only necessary and applicable to the 
immediate attack and retreat of greal 
bodies, but also to the oblique or direol 
changes of situation which a battalion oi 
more considerable coips, already formed in 
line, may be compelled to make to the 
front or rear, on a fixed particular division 
of the line. 

Echo, ek-ko (Greek, echos, a sound) 
A sound reflected or reverberated to the 
ear from some solid body; henoe, usee 
figuratively to imply an identical senti' 
ment or opinion to one prtyioasly sluv 
oiateda 
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JEkllaircissoment, ek-klarsis-mong 
(French), A full ekplanation ; a clearing 
up of anything hitherto obscure or mis- 
understood. 

SiClat, ay-klaw (French). A manifes- 
tation of applause; renown, following 
some action or event ; approbation ; 
lustre. 

Heleotio, ek-lektik (Greek, ehlefjo, to 
choose). Selecting ; preferring ; or having 
the power of choosing. This term was 
applied to certain philosophers of antiquity 
wh$, without attaching themselves to any 
particular sect, whatever nppoarod 

to them the best and most rational from 
each. 

XSclipse, e-klipc (Greek, ehleipo^ to fail). 
In astronomy, the darkening one of the 
tuminarios* by the interposition of some 
opaque body between it and the eye, or 
between it and the sun. Figuratively, the 
obscuration of a lesser light by superior 
splendour. 

Soliptic, o-kliptik (Greek, eUelpm, an 
eclipse). lu astronomy, the orbit described 
apparently by the sun round the earth, and 
in realitv by the earth round the sun. It 
is named from the circumstance that all 
eclipses can happen only when the moon is 
in the same plane or very near it. 

SiClogue, ek-log (Greek, ehiego^ to 
select). A pastoral poem, the sconos of 
which aro confined to rural life, and tho 
persons reprosented shepherds. Tho pri- 
mitive meaning of the word is a choice or 
select piece. 

XiOOZlomy, e-kon-no- mo (Greek, oihoSf a 
house; nomos^ a law). Tho regulation or 
management of household or domestic 
affairs; an expenditure of money, and 
regulation of income to advantage and 
without incurring waste. In a wider sense, 
a system of rules, regulations, rites and 
ceremonies, as the Jewish economy. In 
ph^'siology, thol aws which ^vern the 
organisation of plants and animals; the 
drder and connection of tho phenomooa 
exhibited by organised bodies. 

ISiCStasy. ekstah-se (Greek, rrislemi, to 
be entranced). Any sudden past^'on of the 
mind by which the thoughts are for the 
time absorbed; excessive joy; rapture; 
enthusiasm. 

UotasiSy ek-taysis (Greek, ektadios, ex- 
tended). In rhetoric, the len^hening of a 
syllable fi*om iihoit to long. 

^Bdaoity, e-dassy-te (Latin, edo, to oat). 
Veracity; groodinoss; gluttony. 




Sdda, ed-dah. A book containing a 
83rstem of Runic or Scandinavian mytiio- 
logfy# with some account of tho theology 
and'phllosophy of the northern nations of 
Europe. 

iEddy, ed-de (Saxon, e<7, backward ; ea, 
water). A current of water returning to 
the place whence it flowed ; water running 
back, or in a contrary direction to tho main 
stream ; a current of water or of air in a 
circular direction ; a wlnripool. Also, to 
move circuitously, as in a whirlpool. 

!Eddy-tide. Among seamen, means 
where the ivator runs back contrary to tho 
tide, or that which hinders the free passage 
of tho stream, and so causes it to return. 

Elden, e-den (Hebrew, pleasure, delight). 
Paradise ; the counti’y and garden in which 
God placed Adam and Evo. 

Sdible, eddy-bl (Latin, cdo, to eat). 
Fit to bo eaten ; intended for food ; eat- 
able; esculent. 

lEdict, e-dikt (Latin, e, out; dico, to 
speak). A publication or proclamation by 
authority ; an order by wiiich a despotio 
Government makes known its will to the 
people ; a command ; a law. 

Edification, cd-ifFy-k.ayshun (T.atin, 
mli% a house ; facto, to make or build). 
Tho act of building. Figuratively applied 
to a building up in a moral or mental sense. 

Edifice, eddy-fis (Latin, cedis, a house ; 
facio, to build). A building ; more appro- 
priately applied to a largo stnicture, or any 
building distinguished for grandeur, 
dignity, and importance. 

Ediiy, eddy-fi (Latin, cedis, a house; 
facio, to Duild). To impart knowledge to ; 
to instruct or teach. 

Edile, e-dile (from Latin, cedes, a house). 
A Roman magistrate who superintended 
public buildings, highways, &c., resembling 
the surveyor of the present day. 

Edition, e-dishun (Latin, edo, to 
publish). The publication of a book or 
other comiDOsition ; one impression, or the 
whole number of copies published at one 
timo. 

Editor, eddit-ur (Latin, e, out, do, to 
give). A person who corrects and has the 
care of any literary production ; one usually 
supervising the labours of others, and 
adding such emendations as he may think 
suitable to the work ; the superintendent 
of the literary department of any news- 
paper or periodical publication, composed 
of the oontributions of various writers. 
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Educe, o-dnse (I-iatin, e, out ; duco, to 
lead). To bring out; to lead or draw 
forth the powers of the mind ; to elicit; to 
extract. 

Efface, of-fase (Latin, ex, from ; facio, 
to do). To destroy or damage the surface 
of an object, whether painted or carved ; 
to erase ; to blot out ; to destroy any im- 
pression on tho mind or the memory. 

Effect, ef fekt (Latin, e; facio, to 
do). To accomplish ; to bring to pass ; 
to achieve; that wJiich is produced by 
an operative cause; a consequence intended 
or unintended. In the fine arts, that 
quality in a production which gives efficacy 
to others, so as to bring them out and 
attract the notice of the spectator. 

Effectual, ef-fekt-yual (French, effec- 
fuel). Producing the end, object, or design 
intended ; veracious ; expressive of facts. 

Effeminacy, eflfem-innah-se (Latin, 
femina, a woman). An indulgence in 
womanly habits, amMsoments, occupations, 
&c., on the part of a man ; having the ap- 
pearance of a woman ; softness, weakness, 
or unmanliness. 

Effendi, ef-fen-de (Turkish, effendi, a 
master). A title applied in Turkey to 
various officers of rank, as to emirs, the 
mufti prio.sts of mosques, and to men of 
law and learning. 

Effervesce, effer-ves (Latin, ex, from ; 
ferveo, to be hot). To bo in commotion; 
to grow or V)ecorae hot and agitated ; to 
bubble and hiss, as fermenting or gaseous 
fluids when some parts escape. 

Effete, ef-foet (Latin, ex; feetusj a 
young one). Barren ; worn out ; unpro- 
ductive ; incapable of reproduction. 

Efficacy, offy-kah-se (Latin, efficio, to 
efC^^t). Power to produce effects; pro- 
duction of tho effect intended. 

Efficient, of-fishent (Latin, effido, to 
effect). Causing effects ; capable of pro- 
ducing ; that which causes anything to be 
what it is ; he tliat makes. ^ 

Effi^, effeh-je (Latin, effingo, to form 
or fashion). An image or likeness ; resem- 
tdanoe; representation; any substance 
fashioned into the likeness of a person ; a 
ortrait or figure in sculpture ; on coin, the 
ead of the ruler, &c. To hum or hang in 
to do thus to an image, picture, or 
other representation of the person intendod 
to be executed, disgraced, or degraded. 

Effioresceiice,6ffio-res8en8 (Latin, ex, 
from ; ilos^ a flawer). Production of 


flowers ; the budding and bursting forth tA 
flowers. In natural history, an oxcrescones 
in the form of flowers. In medicine, a 
breaking out of some humours on tho skin. 

Effluvia, ef-loov-yah (Latin, effiuo, to 
flow out). An exhalation emitted by a 
body, through tho agency of minute and 
often invisible particles; as the odour of 
plants, tho oxnalation from putrefying 
animal and vegetable substances, &c. This 
word in the singular is Effiuvium. 

Efflux, ef-fluks (Latin, ex, out ; jluo, to 
flow). The act of flowing out, or issuing 
in a stz'eam ; effusion ; emanation. 

Effrontery, ef-fruntur-e (Latin, ex, 
out ; from, the face). Hardiness of front ; 
excessive assurance ; boldness; impudence; 
immodesty. 

Effulgence, ef-fuljens (Latin, e, out ; 
fuigeo, to shine). Lustre; brightness; 
excessive brilliancy; a blazing forth; an 
emission of brightness. 

Eltsoons, eft-soonz (Saxon, eft, after ; 
sona, soon). Instantlv ; immediately 
after; again. This wora Is chiefly to bo 
met with in ancient authors. 

E. G. {exempla gratia). A Latin term 
signifying ‘^for instance,” '‘for example ;” 
it is also written ex. gr. 

o-jis (Latin, cegis, a shield). 
Figuratively, applied to a protection, of 
anything capabie of warding off danger. 
Properly, the shield of Jupiter, so named 
from its having been covorod with the 
skin of the goat Almathea. 

Egotism, ego-tizra (Latin, ego, I), 
Literally, tho too frequent use of the word 
ego, I ; or the continual reference to one's 
soil ; an undue importance with which a 
person regards his own doings, sayings, 
opinions, &c. 

Egregious, egree- jeous (Latin, e ; grege, 
out of the flock). Kemarkable ; eminent ; 
extraordinary ; enormous ; distin^shod 
for peculiar qualities ; extraordinarily good 
or bad ; generally used in a bad sense, as 
egregious folly ; egregious vanity* 

Egress, e-gress (Latin, e, out ; gressum, 
step). The act or power of going out; the 
power of departing from any confined or 
inclosed place ; the passage out of any place. 

Eider Down, e-dur down. Down, or 
soft feathers of the eider duck ; a large 
species of biri common in the Orkneys, 
Hebrides, and Shetland. 

Eighteenmo, ayteen- mo (eighteen, 
and the last syllable of the l^itin d(eelv(^ 
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Denotiiig the ^ze of a book, in wliich the 
sheet U folded into eighteen leaves ; also 
written 18mo. 

lEiisteddfod, e^sted-fod (Welsh, eist4dd, 
to sit). A name given in former times to 
•the meetings of the Welsh bards. 

!£yaculate, e>jakku-late (Latin, e, out ; 
jacio, to throw). To cast or throw out ; 
to shoot or dart forth ; generally applied 
to the utterance or expression of short, 
sudden, and occasional sentences ; as a 
brief prayer, or an ardent exclamation. 

EQeolL e-jekt (Latin, d, out of ; jacio, to 
cast). To cast forth; to drive out; to 
expel ; to dispossess. 

Xyeetznent, e-jekt-ment. Expulsion ; 
dispossession. In law, a possessory 
action, by which a lessee for years, when 
ousted from his farm, may recover his 
term and damages. It is real in respect of 
the lands, but personal in respect of the 
damages. It is also a common method of 
trying the titles to lands and tenements. 

Xike^ eek (Saxon, eo/con, an addition). 
To increase; to join on; to add to; to 
lengthen ; to prolong ; to make use of 
sparingly. 

iBlaborate, edabbo-rate (Latin, e, out ; 
labor, work). To produce with exceeding 
care, difficulty, and labour; to do any- 
thing fully and finely; to heighten and 
improve by successive endeavours and 
operations. 

!Blain^ e-layin. That portion of fat. 
OP oil which remains in a liquid state when 
pressed out of solid fats ; the oily principlo 
of solid fats. 

Ellapse, e-laps (Latin, e, out of ; labor, 
to slide). To glide by or away ; to slip or 
pass by, as time. 

XSlastio, e-lastik (Greek, elao, to impel 
OP drive). Springing back when stretched 
or pressed ; having the power of returning 
to the form from which it is distorted or 
withheld. 

IBlate, e-late (Latin, e, out; latam, to 
carry). Flashed with success; carried 
away; elevated in mind; puffed up; 
exalte. 

Eld (Saxon, yldan, to endure). Old 
8ge ; old people ; the olden time. 

Elder^ el-dur (Saxon, ealder), Sur- 
■lassing another in yesirs ; one more 
Idvanced in age than anot^r. Among 
the Jews, cldert were persons eminent for 
ego, experience, or wisdom, as the seventy 
non associated with Moses in the govern- 


ment of the people. In the first Christiaa 
chui'ches, elders were persons who enjoyed 
offices or ecclesiastical functions. In the 
Presbyterian churches, elders are officers 
who, with the ministers and deacons, com- 
pose the sessions of the kirk, and have 
authority to take cognizance of matters of 
religion and discipline. 

£1 Dorado, el-do rah-do (Spanish, el, 
the; dorado, golden region). A name 
given by the Spaniards to the capital of an 
undiscovered region in the interior of South 
America, supposed to be immensely rich 
in gold, gems, &o. ; hence, any imaginary 
treasure is spoken of by the above name. 

Election, e-lekshun (Latin, e, out of ; 
lego, to choose). The act or power of 
choosing ; the choice of officers or repro* 
Bontatives ; a final choice. 

Electioneering, © - lekshun - eering. 
The tactics employed, and the influence 
used, in promoting or securing the election 
of a canaidato. 

Elective Affinity, e-lektiv af-finity. 
A tendency in bodies to unit© with certain 
kinds of matter rather than with others. 

Elector, e-lektur. One who has the 
right of voting at elections. In Germany, 
a prince who formerly had a vote in the 
choice of the Emperor of Germany, as 
Georgo the First of England, Elector of 
Hanover. 

Electricity, o-lek-trissy-te (Greek, eleh- 
tron, amber). An extremely subtle fluid, 
which causes repulsion and attraction, and 
which is diffused through most bodies. It 
may be excited by friction ; and it was in 
the friction of amber that this property 
was originaUy discovered ; hence its name. 

Electro, o-loktro. In nomenclature, 
a word affixed to others, denoting their 
connection with electricity. Electro chem- 
%stry, a department of science which threats 
of the agency of electricity and galvanism 
in effecting chemical changes. Electro 
dynamics^ the phenomena of electricity in 
motion. Electro rmgmtism, a branch of 
electrical science showing the joint effects 
of electricity, or galvanism and magnetism ; 
magnetism produced by electricity. Elec^ 
Iro metallurgy, the application of electricity 
and galvanism to the operations of gilding, 
plating, &c. Electro tym, the art of 
executmg f^-slmile medals by elootricity. 
Electro iplaUng, a process by which a 
pattern, cast in alloy or white metal, after 
being properly chased and prepared, is 
transfeired to a tank or trough, and sub- 
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.ooiea to galvanic agency. After a time a 
fine film of metallic silver is deposited on 
the surfaces of the articles suspended in 
ihe trough) and thus become plated. 

Xileotuary, elek-tu-ary (Greek, eJcy 
from; fetcAo, to lick). A medicinal pre- 
paration of various ingredients, made of 
the consistence of honey,* and adapted to 
be taken by licking, 

Eleemoeynaty, eleo-mozy-iiary 
(Greek, eleos, mercy). Given in charity ; 
pertaining to charity ; intended for 
distribution of alms, or for the use and 
management of donations, whether for the 
subsistence of the poor, or for the support 
and projnotion of looming. Mleeniosynary 
coi'poraiions are such corporations as are 
constituted for the perpetual distribution 
of free alms, or the bounty of their foimder, 
to such persons as ho has directed. 

Elegiac, el-e-jiak (Latin, elegiti). Per- 
taining to elegies ; mournful ; sorrowful ; 
expressing sorrow or lamentation. 

Elegit, el-ejit (Latin, elegit). In law, a 
writ 01 execution by which a defendant’s 
goods are appraised and delivered to the 
plaintiff, upon a recognizance that he is 
able in his goods to satisfy his creditors. 

Elegy, el-ly-ie (Grook, eUgoSf lamenta- 
tion). A funeral poem ; a plaintive song ; 
a composition expressive of sorrow and 
lamentation. 

Element, el-ly-ment (Latin, elenimtum, 
from the ancient eUOj to grow). Literally, 
that whence all things arise. The first or 
constituent principle of anything; also a 
rudiment and first principle of art. The 
elements, as specially understood, arc earth, 
air, fire, water. 

Elementary, elly-men-tury (Latin, 
elementuni^. Relating to elements; pri- 
mary ; simple ; that which cannot be 
separated or decomposed into constituent 
parts ; having dissimilar properties. 

Elephant Fairer. Drawing paper, 
measuring twenty-eight inches in Icn^h, 
and twenty-three in width ; uo called for- 
merly from its large proportions. 

Elephaaitine, elly-fantin. Belating 
to the elephant ; a term applied to heavy, 
awkward, and ungainly movements ana 
gestures. 

Elephantiasis, elly-fan-ti-asis. A 
disease which affects the le^s and feet, so 
as to occasion swelling, with roughness 
and scales upon the skin, which becomes 
thick, unctuous, ard insensible; sometimes 


also the Umb attains an immense size^ 
which has occasioned it to be compared to 
the extremities of the elephant ; hence the 
name. 

Elf (Saxon, (cJfe, fairy). An imaginary 
wandering spirit, frequenting solitary 
places ; a fairy ; dso, resembling an elf ; 
fantastic; capricious; mischievous. 

Elfin (Saxon, mlfe, fairy). Pertaining 
to elves ; having qualities and dispositions 
like those ascribed to elves ; a little urchin. 

Elgin Marbles, el-gin mar-bulz. J 
collection of fragments of ancient statues, 
reliefs, &c., which were brought from the 
Parthenon of Aihens to England by Lord 
Elgin, and purchased by the British 
Government. 

Elicit, e-lissit (Latin, elicio, to draw 
out). To find out; to bring to light; to 
discover by dint of labour and ^ ; to 
strike out. 

Eligible, el-idjab-bul (Latin, e, out from ; 
lego, to select). Fit to be chosen ; worthy 
of choice; qualified to fill certain offices, 
and perform certain duties ; well adapted 
for use or possession. 

Eliminate, e-limmin-ate (Latin, e, out 
from ; limen, a boundary). Literally, to 
tbrust out doors; to expel; figuratively, 
to draw out; to free from surrounding 
obstacles. 

Elision, e-lizbun (Latin, off ; Icedo, 
to cut). A striking, breaking, or cutting 
off. In grammar, the cutting off a vowel 
or syllable in a word, as in '' th’ attempt,” 
when e is cut off, because coming before a 
vowel. This is frequently practised in 
English poetry, and always observed in 
Latin verse. 

Elite, ay-leet (French, elite, elect, or 
choice). A select body of persons; the 
flower of an army; the best part or 
portion. 

Elixir, e-liksur (Arabic, eliksir, 
quintessence). A pure ana refined 
spirit; a compound essence; a liquid 
medicine. Elixir of love, a substance 
prepared at Aboyna, in the East Indies, 
from the minute farina-like seeds of the 
plailt Orammat^hybUum ypedosmn, 

Elizabethan, e-lizzah-beethan. Per 
taining to Queen Elizabeth of England, ot 
her times, as Elizaheihan style of archi* 
teoture, &c. 

EU, (Saxon, elne, an arm). Origin^, 
a measure of the length of an arm. 
ell, English, was fixed by the length of thr« 
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mrm uf Eaug Henry Firsts in the year 
IlUL Hence e^aw, the bow or bend of the 
idl, or erm. 

XmipSiB, ellipsis (Greeks elleipsit, de> 
lloienoy). In geometry, a figure generated 
from the section of a cone by a jplane 
cutting both sides of tho cone, but not 
parall^ with ^e base; popularly called 
an oval. In grammar, a figure of syntax 
by which one or more words are omitted. 

!Elocatioii« eMo’kayshun (Latin, etoco, 
to place out) . A removal from an ordinary 
plfme of residence ; a placing out or away. 

Eflocution, eMo-kewshun (Latin, elo^ 
^t{or,toimeakout). Pronunciation; utter- 
ance ; deuvory of words ; more especially the 
art of applying apt words and sentences to 
the matter. 

Eloge, ay-loje (French, eloge, eulogy). 
A panegyric on tho dead ; a funereal 
orauon in praise of a deceased person. 

Elongate, o-long-gate (Tjatin, out 
fiom ; Tongue, long). To protract; to 
lengthen ; to draw out ; to increase to a 
greater length or distance ; to put or place 
farther off. 

Elope, e-lope (Dutch, loopen^ to leap, 
or run). To run off or away from ; to 
escape privately ; to run away secretly or 
without permission. 

Else, els. Other; one or something 
beside ; otherwise ; in the other case. 
This word was formerly written alks, 
aleySj alyse, elles, ellus, elhs, ells, els, and is 
no other than ales or alys, the imperative 
of the Saxon ales-an or alys-an, to dismiss. 

Elucidate, e-lewsy-dato (Latin, c, out 
from ; lux, light). To make cleai* or mani- 
fest; to throw light upon; to clear; to 
expound ; to express. 

Elude, e-lude (Jjatin, « ; ludo, to play). 
To escape by stratagem ; to avoid by arti- 
fice ; to remain unseen or undiscovered ; 
tobatfio pursuit and search. 

Elutriation, e-lewtry-ayshun (Latin, 
«/, out from ; luo, to wash). The operation 
of pulverising a solid substance, mixing it 
' widi water, and pouring off the liquid, ! 
while the foul or extraneous substances are 
floating, or after the coarser particles have 
aubsided, and while the finer parts are sus- 
pended in the liquor. 

EXystan, e-liahean (Laiw, Elysiunv, the 
Pagan heaven). Pertaining to Elysium, or 
the seat of delight ; yielding the highest 
pleasures; delidiously soothing: blissful in 
ibP llighest 4Pffree* 


Elyedum. In heathen mythology, the 
supposed abiding place of the blessed after 
death. It was represented as a region of 
beautiful fields and groves, mode har- 
monious with the waroling of birds, the 
rippling of fountains, &o. ; the earth teeming 
wiln perpetual fruits, and the verdure of 
i spring was perpetual ; while all cares, 
pains, and infirmities, were exchanged for 
the purest bhss. 

Emaciate, e-mayshe-ate (Latin, e ; 
TTLOceo, to be lean). To grow lean ; to wfkste 
away ; to lose flesh gradually ; to be de- 
prived of miiflcular strength. 

Emanate, emman-ate (Latin, e, out 
from ; mano, to flo^')* To proceed or flow 
from ; to issue from a source ; to come out 
from. 

Emancipate, e-mansy-pate (Latin, e; 
7)1 aiicip iuw , a slave). To free from slavery ; 
to release from bondage ; to set free from 
servitude by tho voluntary act of the 
proprietor. 

Emasculate, e-maskew-lato (Latin, e; 
mas, a male). To deprive of manliness, 
strength, or vigour ;. to render effeminate ; 
to weaken or debilitate. 

Embalm, em-bahm (Greek, en. in; 
balsamon, balsam, or balm). To dress, 
anoint, or preserve with balm, and other 
frag^nt ointments. The actual process of 
embalmiug is the opening a dead body, 
taking out the intestines, and filling the 
vacancy with odoriferous and desiccative 
spices and drugs, to prevent putrefaction. 
Among the ancients this was very generally 
practised, from a belief that after death 
tho soul still continued with the body. 

Embargo, em-bar^o (Spanish, embargo, 
to detain by the opposition of a bar). An 
order issued by the government of a 
country to prevent the sailing of ships out 
of or into port. To lay an embargo on any- 
thing is, in a general sense, to restrain, 
detain, or obstruct, until ceitain conditions 
are fulfilled. 

Embark, em-bark (Spanish, ewibarcar)* 
To go on board a ship, boat, or vessel ; to 
put on shipboard. In a figi^tive sense, 
to en^rage in any undertfiJdng ; to go upon 
any risk, venture, or enterprise. 

Embarrass, em-barras (French, m- 
harras, to liinder). Ijiterally, to interpose 
or bar against ; to obstruct ; to put obstacles 
in the way; to render intricate or 
confusing. 

Embarrassment, em-barras-ment. 
J^erplexity or confusion arising fron^ soipe 
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diifloi^t Affair ; waut of aelf-peaaea^it ; in 
ApoonniaaT' aouim^ inability to diadiAi!^ 
d&tB, from a want of foads. 

Ximbassy, embas-se (Spaaisb, emhux- 
ada). A puolic message or commission to 
a foreign ziation ; the ^lission of an am- 
bassador ; the persons by whom a publio 
message is sent, or their residence. 

SSmbedded, em-beded (eny Saxon, led). 
Sunk in another substance; hidden by 
surrounding matter ; deposited ; inlaid. 

Blmbellisli, em-bellish (Latin, in, in ; 
belliis, beautiful). To beautify ; to adorn ; 
to decorate ; to make beautiful or elegant 
by ornaments. 

Ember Weeks. Four seasons in the 
year, more particularly set apart for prayer 
and fasting ; namely, the first week in 
Lent, the next after Whitsuntide, the 
fourteenth of September, and the thir- 
teenth of December. JSinber days, 
particular days of fasting and humiliation 
in the Ember weeks. Although the 
etj-mology of this word is generally attri- 
buted to the ^supposed employment of 
embers or ashes at this season, it does not 
appear to be so feasible a derivation as that 
of emb, about, and rene, a course, because 
those feasts are observed at certain set 
seasons in the course or circuit of the year. 

Embers, em-bura (Saxon, cmyi'ian, to 
strike out sparks). Hot cinders or ashes ; 
ashes in appearance extinct, but betrajdng 
liidden fire, by the faint and decaying light 
of sparks glittering among them. 

Embezzle, om-bezzul (French, emhhr, 
to steal). To purloin with broach of trust ; 
to appropriate fraudulently, to one’s own 
use, monies or goods intrusted to one’s 
care and management. 

Emblazon, cm-blazun (en ; Saxon, 
blase). To adorn with figures of heraldry ; 
to deck in glaiing colours ; to display or set 
forth conspicuously or ostentatiously; to 
public or proclaim to tho world. 

Emblem, em-blem (Greek, emllemo, to 
insert). A picture imaging forth a truth 
or lesson by some fi^re or scene ; a picture 
representing one thing to the eye and 
another to tho understanding: a painted 
or figure, representing some 
obvious bistory ; a device, charged with 
Botoe moral instruction ; also, something 
inlaid as a device or motto. 

Emblemat^ernblern-ata (Greek). The 
fig, ires with which the ancients decorated 
goJ4en, sHver, apd even to j. per vessels, and 


whlah ooold be taken off at pleasure. 
These were generally executed in precious 
metals, but sometimes carved in amber. 

Emblematlo, emblee-mattik. Per- 
taining to or comprising an emblem ; rep- 

nection f r^resenting by um^ir^^bies. 

Embodv, em-body {en; Saxon, hodiy). 
To form into a body ; to incorporate ; to 
form or collect into a body; to give a 
definite form to what has hitherto had but 
a partial existence. 

Embonpoint, awng-bong-pwahang 
(Fr.). Plumpness of body or person; in- 
clined to stoutness. 

Emboss, em-boss (Frenob, bosse"). In 
architecture and sculpture, to form oosses 
or protuberances; to fasmon in relief or 
raised work. 

Embowel, om-bowel. Tjjo bJ.ko out the 
bowels or entrails of anv creatiuro ; to sink 
or inclose in another substance. 

Embrasure, em-brayzbure (Frencn, 
embrasure). In fortification, an opening in 
a parapet thi*ough which cannon are 
pointed to fire into the moat or field. In 
architecture, the enlargement of tho 
aperture of a door or window, or the inside 
of a wall, to give greater play to the open- 
ing of the door or casement, or for 
admitting mere light. 

Embrocation, embro-kayshun (Greek, 
Ireclio, to moisten). The act of moistening 
and rubbing a diseased part with a cloth 
or sponge dipped in some liquid substance ; 
the liquid or lotion with which an affected 
part is anointed or washed. 

Embroide^, em-broyd-ery (French, 
en hr Oder), urnamented needle- work *, 
work with various threads, and formed into 
dwigns or figures. 

Embroil, em-broil (French, cn, brouillei'). 
To confound; to mingle; to intermix 
confusedly; to distiu*b: to trouble; to 
perplex. 

Embryo, om-bree-o (Greek, tfji, in; Iryn, 
to spring forth). In physiology, the first 
rudiments of an animal in the womb, be- 
fore the several members are distinctly 
formed. In botany, the fleshy body, 
oocup^g the interior of a seed, and con- 
stituting the rudiments of a future plant. 
Figuratively, the rudiments of anything 
yet imperfectly formed ; the beginning or 
first state of 'anything not fit for pro- 
duction , anything in ap early, rude, pp- 
formod, mflnishcd state, 
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Buftendation* emen-dayshun (Latin, 
msnd6f to amend). Correction ; improve- 
ment; freeing from defioiency; altering 
for the better. 

JBxaezige, e>murj (Latin, emergOy to rise 
out of). QteraUy, that which rises out of a 
thing, and eomes into view by becoming 
higher; hence a person who rises in life 
from a lowly condition, is said to emerge 
from obscurity. In a general sense, to rise 
out ; to issue, to proceed from. 

Smergeiicy, o-murjens-se. Pressing 
necessity; a sudden occasion; an unex- 
pected event; exigence; any event or 
occasional combination of circumstances,* 
which calls for immediate action or remedy^ 

XiUietic, e-mettik (Greek, emeoj to 
vomit). That which causes vomiting ; in- 
ducing to vomit ; a medicine which excites 
vomiting. 

lESmeute, ay-muht (French, emeute, from 
Latin, «, out of; moiiw, movedY A 
seditious commotion ; a riot on a limited 
scale ; a mob. 

lESmication^ emik-ayshun (Latin, out 
of ; mico, to shme). A dying off in small 

S articles, as from heated iron, or fermented 
quors. 

Smi^ation, emmy-grayshun (Latin, 
e, out oF ; mlgro, to remove). The remov- 
ing from ono^s native country ; the 
changing of residence from one state or 
country to another. 

iEminenoe, emmy-nens (Latin, emineo, 
to stand above). An exalted state ; lofti- 
ness; height; distinction; fame; conspic- 
uous above others. A title of honour borne 
in Europe by different dignitaries at va- 
rious times, out appropriated to cardinals 
by a Papal decree issued ta the year 1620. 

Siinir, e-mer (Arabic, emir, chief, or 
lord). A Turkish title^ expressive of com- 
mand or office. Emir-al-mumenin , chief 
or commander of the faithful; Mmir-al- 
omera, prince of princes, or chief of 
chiefs. 

Xi]2li8Sary» emis-sary (Latin, e, out; 
liiiUo, to ' send). A person sent on a 
misidon ; a secret agent ; one sent on a 
private message or business. 

THmffL e-mit (Latin, e, out ; miito, to 
send). To send forth; to issue out; to 
eject; to give vent to. 

ShiiolHent, e-mol-yent (Lat., e/ mollU, 
soft). That which softens or soolhes; 
anything which makes gentle or tmnquil, 
pliant or supple. 


Emolument, e-mollu-meut (Latin, e, 
&om ; mofa, a mill). Literally, the 
derived from grinding ; the profit aris^ 
from office or employment; profit; gain; 
advantage. 

Smotion, e-mo-shun (Latin, out of; 
motion). A moving of the feelings ; 
agitation. In a philosophical sense, an 
internal motion, or agitation of the mind, 
which passes away without desire; when 
desire follows, the motion or a^tation 
becomes passion, 

Xlmpannel, em-pannel. To summon a 
jury; literally, to inscribe or write the 
names of the jury upon tho pannelj skin, 
or parchment ; from the French pannSt a 
skin, felt, or hide. 

iShnperor, omper-mr. A title of 
honour amoug the ancient Romans, con- 
ferred on a general whose arms had been 
victorious ; now made to signify a sove- 
reign prince, or supreme ruler of an 
empire. Tho title adds nothing to the 
rights of sovereignty; it only gives pre- 
eminence over other sovereigns. 

^Emphasis, em-fah-si# (Greek, en, on ; 
phaino, to shine). In rhetoric, a particular 
stress of utterance, or force of voice, given 
to the words, or parts of a discourse, whoso 
signification the speaker intends to impress 
specially on his hearers ;] or a distinctive 
utterance of words with such stress as to 
convey their meaning in the clearest manner. 

Empire, om-pire (French, empire), Tho 
dominion of an emperor ; supreme power ; 
absolute authority. An empire is usually 
a territory of greater extent than a king* 
dom. Figuratively, governing influence; 
sway; as the empire of reason or of truth. 

Empiric, em-pinik (Greek, en, on; 
peirao, to attempt). Litemlly, one who 
makes experiments; hence, applied to a 
person commonly called a quack, or a 
person who enters on the practice of 
medicine without a regular professional 
education, and relies on the success of his 
own experience. The term is applied 
generally to any pretender or charlatan. 

Employe, om-ploy-ay (French, m- 
plov4), A person employed ; an assistant, 
aderk; adiopman. 

Emporium, em-pory-um (Latin, em 
poii v>m), A place of merchandise ; a mart; 
a town or city of trade ; a pla^ to which 
merchandise is conveyed. 

Emprise, em -prize (French, m joni). 
An enterprise; a hazardous attempt: 
bold undertaking. 
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Empyreal, empir-eal (Greek, en. in; 
pyr, fire). Formed of pure fire or light; 
refined beyond a&'rial matter. 

Empyrean, empi-re-an (Greek, in; 
pyr, fire). The highest heaven, whore the 
pure element of fire has been supposed to 
subsist. 

Empyreiimatic^mpy-ru.mattik(Gk. , 
en, in; pyr, fire). Having the taste or 
smell of slightly-bumed animal or vege- 
table substances; that peculiar and dis- 
agreeable smell produced bv the burning 
of animal and vegetable oily matters in 
close vessels, or under such circumstances 
as prevent the accession of air to a con- 
siderable part of the mass, and occasions 
an imperfect combustion. 

Emulsion, e-mulshun (Latin, eniulgeo, 
to milk). Any kind of cream or muky 
humour. In medicine, a soft, liquid 
remec^ resembling milk, made by mixing 
oil and water, by means of a saccharine or 
mucilaginous substance. 


Emulation, emmu-layshun (Latin, 
emulous). Bivalry; a striving to 
excel another ; contending with or against; 
endeavouring to surpass. 

Bn. A prefix to many English words, 
chiefly borrowed from tbe French, signify. 
Ing usually in or o;i, and lioforo bj p, or in, 
is chrjigod into em, as in enipiloy, empo%cei\ 
embody. 

En^t. en-akt. To make a law; to 
establish by law ; to perform a last act of 
legislation to a bill, giving it validity as a 

law. 


Enamel, on-ammel (Saxon, myltan, to 
melt). The hard, silicious substance which 
covers the teeth. In the arts, a coloured 
glass, formed by combination of different 
metallic oxides, to which aomo fixed fusible 
salt is added. Enamels possess all the 
properties of glass except its transparency. 
They are used to counterfeit gems, andl in 
enamel painting. 


Enamour, on-ammur (Latin, in, in ; 
cwjior, love). To infiamo with lovo ; to 
Wndle the passion of lovo; to fill with 
delight. 

Encamp, en-kamp (Latin, in, in; 
campus, a field). To form an army into a 
oamp ; to pitch tents, or form huts, as an 
army ; to lodge or dwell in camps. 


:|^oau8tic, en-kawstik (Greek, m, in 
law, to bum). Literally, that which cai 
or may bum ; a term applied to a specie 
of pamtJug in wax liquefied by heat 


whereby the colours acquire considerable 
hardness, luillianey, and diuability; the 
term has also been applied to painting on 
porcelain, enamel-work, and to painting on 
glass ; and, in short, to all species of 
painting where tlie colours are fixed by 
means of heat, and even to works in metals 
where gold and silver are inlaid, meltecl, 
or laid on by tho application of heat. 

Endiauter, on-tshantur (Latin, in, in ; 
canto, to sing; a magic song). Ono who 
enchants ; a sorcerer or magician ; ono 
who pretends to perform siuprising things 
by the agency of demons. Feminine, En- 
chantress, 

Enchase, en-tshas© (French, cn, in ; 
caisse, case). To inoaso; to inclose; to 
insert ; to adorn or ombellish ; to set off in 
an ornamental stylo or manner by em- 
bossing, engraving, &c. 

Encomiast, en-ko-me-ast (Greek, 
enhomion, praise). One who bestows praise 
on another ; a panegyrist ; ono who utters 
o*' writes commendations. 

Encomium, en-ko-meum (Greek, 
cnlomion, praise). Praise ; pan6g;^o ; a 
favourable representation oi tho virtues 
I and excellencies of another. 

Encompass, en-kumpas (Latin, in, in ; 
con, with ; passum, passed). To encircK ; 
to surround; to inclose; to move or go round. 

Encore, ong-kore (Fr., encore, again). 
An exclamation used by auditors ami 
spectators of plays, concerts, and other 
oiitertainments, intimating a desire for t|i« 
repetition of any particular performance. 

Encroach, on-krotsho (French, en, in ; 
croc, a hook). Literally, to grasp or seize 
upon ; to enter on the rights and posses- 
sions of another ; to intrude in a person’s 
apartments ; to trespass on another s time ; 
to steal on beyond the duo bounds or limits. 

Encumber, en-kumbur (Dutch, lom- 
meren, to clo^). To oppress with a load or 
burden; to impede motion by inconveni- 
encing the limbs. Figuratively, to em- 
barrass and distract the mind by a variety 
of difficulties. 

Endemic, on-demik (Greek, en, in ; 
denws, a people). Peculiar to a place or 
people ; native ; domestic. In patholo^, 
applied to diseases which affect partiemar 
situations, and result from causes. 

Endogenous, endoj-enus (Gk,, endon, 
■within; gennao, to produce). A term- 
applied to plants, the ^owth of ■whose 
stems takes place by addition from within 



118 


END 


ENT 


Sndorse, en-dors (Latin, ta, in; 

1 domtiNy tho back). To back. In com- 
mmo, to write one’s name on the back of 
a bid Of exchan^ or promissory-note ; to 
londw negotiable ; any signature on the 
back of a document, f'iguratively, to 
hatik or support the opinion or statement 
of another. 

XSndoW, en-dow (Latin, ta, in ; dos, a 
gift). To give a portion to any person ; to 
assign or alienate any estate or sum of 
money to tho support or maintenance of 
any charity, as an almshouse, asylum, &c. ; 
to mve or bestow any qualities of mind or 
body. 

!EMdue, en-dew (Greek, enduo, to put 
into). To supply or fumif^ with internal 
gifts, virtues, or excellencies. 

Energy, cnner-jo (Greek, energeoj to 
act). Internal or inherent power ; the 
power of operating, whether brought into 
action or not ; active resolution j lively ; 
strength. 

Enervate, enner-vate (Latin, e, out of ; 
nervust a nerve). To take away or deprive 
of nerve ; to weaken ; to render feeble. 

EnfoofiT, en-fef (Latin, ta, in ; JideSj 
♦nist). To invest with possession ; to 
surrender ; to give up. 

Enfilade, en-fe-lade (French, eMer^ to 
draw out the en.is). In military tactics, 
to proceed in a straight line ; to pierce or 
penetrate straight forward; and further, 
to sweep the whole length of a straight 
line with artillery. 

Enfiranohise, en-fron-t^'uz (French, en 
franc). To endow with tho liberties and 
privileges of free citizens ; to free ; to sot 
at liberty ; to naturalise. 

Engender, en-jendur (Latin, in, in; 
gmu*, a kind). To beget ; to produce ; to 
cause to exist. 

Eng^ross, en-grose (Latin, in, in; 
eramts, thick). To increase in bulk; to 
Appropriate anything large or largely ; to 
copy m a large hand ; to assume in undue 
quantitioA and degrees. 

Enfflilf, en-gulf (French, engager). To 
oast into a gulf ; to swallow up ; to absorb. 

Enhance, en-hans (French, enhatuser). 
To raise the price or value of a thing ; to 
heighten the esteem or degree of any 
qu;^^. 

Enigmau e-nigmah (Greek, ainigma, to 
hint anything wkly). A proposition 
delivered in obscure, remote, and am- 
blgnouB tenns, in order to exercise the wit. 


En Masse, ong mass (French, en maete). 
In the mass, or whole body. 

Enmitv, eumy-te (Latin, in, not ; 
amicus, a friend). Unfriendly disposition ; 
ill-will ; malevolence ; a state of irreconcil- 
able opposition. 

Ennui, awn-we (Fr., ennui). Weari- 
ness ; lassitude ; tir^ out with pleasure 
and excitement ; heaviness of time. 

Enunciation, e-nunshe-ayshun (Latin, 
nuncio, to tell). The act of uttering or 
pronouncing ; a simple expression or 
declaration of a thing, either affirmatively 
or negatively, without any application ; a 
declaration, proclamation, or public attest- 
ation. 

En Passant, ong pass-ong (French, 
en, in; passant, passing). By the way; 
incidentally. 

Enrol, en-role (French, enroller). 
Literally, to write or inscribe upon a 
roll of parchment or paper ; to write or 
inscribe in a register or record ; to insert 
a name, or enter in a list or catalogue. 

Ensconce, en-skons {en; German, 
schanze). To cover as with a sconce or fort ; 
to cover or protect the head ; to cover ; to 
protect ; to secure. 

Ensemble, ong-sawm-bul (French, 
enseTnlle). A term used in the fine arts to 
denote the general effect of a whole work, 
without reference to the parts; one with 
another; together. 

^ Ensign, en-sine (Latin, %n ; signum, a 
sign). The flag or standard of a regiment ; 
a mark or badge of distinction and 
authority ; any sign or mark by which one 
thing may be known from another; also 
applied to tho officer in a foot regiment 
who carries the ensign or standard. 

Entablature, en-tablah-ture (Latin, 
in ; iahula, a table). In architecture, the 
whole of the parts of an order above a 
column ; and comprehending the architrave, 
frieze, and comice. 

Entail, en-tail (French, enUnilUr, to 
cut off). In law, to settle tho succession 
of an estate, so that it cannot be bequeathed 
at pleasure by the person who succeeds to 
it. 

Enterprise, enter-prize (Latin, inter, 
between. French, taken). An 

undertaking of hazard ; an arduous at- 
tempt ; generally applied to that which is 
undertaken or attempted to be performed. 

Entertain, enter-iain (Latin, inter, 
b(^tween ; teneo, to hold). To communicate 
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|:icntal improvoment, or employ a person’s 
time in agreeable discouise; to receive 
to eat hospitably ; also to reserve or 
eonceive in the mind. 

Enthusiasm, en-thewsy-azzum (Gr., 
an inspired man ; from m, in ; 
TIm&f God), Ardent zeal ; a transport of 
the mind, in which the imagination over- 
comes the Judgment ; a ravishment of 
the spirit, whereby things are rcgaixlcd as 
sublime and suri>rising ; as the enthusiasm 
of the poet. In a religious sense, a vain 
confidence of divine favour or communica- 
lion. 

Entice, cn-tise (Saxon, ilktan.^ to 
allure). To incite or instigate, by exciting j 
hope or desire ; to seduce ; to leatl astray : | 
to hold out temptation ; to throw out a 
bn it. 

Entire, en-tire (Latin, integer, whole). 
"Whole ; undivided ; unbroken ; complete ; 
having all its parts ; undivided in affection, 
attachment, or fidelity. 

Entity, en-te-te (Latin, entilcLs, from; 
estse, to bo). Being ; existence ; a real 
being or species of being. Applied to 
things which have a real existence, in con- 
tradistinction from those things whose ex- 
iatenco is imaginary. 

Entomology, ento-raolo-jy (Greek, 
entoma, insects ; togos, a discourse). That 
branch of science which treats of insects ; 
the natural history of insects. 

Entrails, on-trals (Greek, eniera, the 
bowels). The internal pails of animal 
bodies ; so called because they wiferweaw 
or entwine one with the other. 

Entree, ong-tray (French), Admission, 
or means of admis.sion ; privilege to come 
and go at any time ; freedom of entrance, 

Entremet, ong-trom-ay (French, entre, 
between ; nut, put). A small dish set 
between the principal dishes at table ; or 
a choice dish served between the courses. 

Entre nous, ong-tmh noo (French). 

A term used to imply between ourselves; 
m confidence, kc. 

E atrepot, ong-trep-o (French, entrepot). 
In commerce, the name given in France, 
and some other countries, to a warehouse 
or other place, where goods brought from 
abroad may bo deposited. 

Entresol, ong-tros-sol (French, entre- 
$ol). In architecture, a French word for a 
Coor between other floors, usually con- 
sisting of a low apartment or apartments, 
placed above the first floor. 
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Envelop, on-vellup (French, 
to enwrap). To cover, or inclose in a 
coyoring; to surround entirely; to hide 
from sight. 

Envelope, awng-ve-lope, A wrapper , 
an inclosing cover ; especially applied to 
the receptacle for notes and letters. 

Envenom, en-vennum (Latin, in; vmt* 
num, poison). To poison ; to infuse ot 
imprognato with poison; fi^rativoly, to 
invest with the noxious, malignant, hate- 
ful qualities of poison. 

Environ, en-viro-un (French, en, 
round ; virer, to turn). To surround; to 
encompass ; to kern in on all sides. 

Environs, envir-unz. Places adjacent ; 
the outskirts of a town ; the suburbs of a 
city. 

Envoy, en-voy (French, envoye, a 
messenger). A person deputed to negotiate 
a treaty with some foreign prince or state ; 
a public minister sent from one power to 
mother. V Envoy is a sort of fanciful 
postscript to a tale, poem, Ac. ; serving to 
direct the reader’s particular attention to 
some moral, or other important point. 

Eolian, e-o-le-an. Pertaining to Eolus, 
or the winds. An Eolian is a musical 
instrument, the sounds of which ore drawn 
from it by a current of air acting on the 
strings. 

Ep (Greek, efii). In composition, an 
affix usually signifying on or upon. 

Epaulet, ep-paw-let (French, epauUtU, 
from epaul, the shoulder). A shoulder 
knot; an ornamental badge worn on the 
shoulder by military and naval ofificers. 

Epergne, ay-paym. An ornamental 
stand for a largo glass dish, placed in the 
centre of the table. 

Ephemeral, e-femmy-ral (Greek, ept, 
for ; hemera, a day). Beginning and end- 
ingin a day ; sborl-lived ; perishing quickly ; 
applied to anything which has attached to 
it only a passing interest, and no perma- 
nent Denetit or value. 

Epic, ep-ik (Greek, epos, a poem). 
Narrative ; containing narration ; rehears- 
ing; heroic. An epic poem is one that 
narrates a story, real or fictitious, or both, 
representing in an elevated style somif 
signal action or series of actions ana events 
usually the achievements of some distin, 
guished hero, and intended to form the 
morals and affect the mind with a love gf 
virtue. 
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Epicene^ oppy-son (Grook, epikoinos, 
oommon). Common to both sexes ; of 
both kinds. Especially applied to nouns 
of common gender^ as parent^ cousin, &o. 

Epioure* epik«yur (from Epicurus^ a 
Gre^ philosopher). A disciple or follower 
of Epicurus ; a follower of the doctrines 
unjustly imputed to Epicurus, and thus a 
sensualist ; a voluptuary ; one addicted to 
luxury. 

Epicurean, ep-eku-rean. A philoso- 
phy taught by Epicurus, who maintained 
that pleasure is the chief end of human 
pursuit, but this pleasure he placed in an 
exemption from pain, and a perfect tran- 
quillity of body and mind; the moans 
pointed out to attain this end wero pru- 
dence, temperance, and fortitude, ^o 
Epicurean philosophy, therefore, is mis- 
represented when it alludes only to sen- 
sual enjoyments, and those of the table 
especially. 

Epidemic, eppy-demmik (Greek, cp?, 
upon ; dtfwios, the people). Affecting great 
numbers; generally prevailing; a disease 
arising from a general cause, and affecting 
many people at the same time in the same 
district. 

Epidermis, eppy-dermis (Greek, 
on ; derma, the skin). The true skin ; 
the cuticle or scarf-slun of on animal or 
plant. 

Epigastric, eppy-gastrik (Greek, cpi- 

f oAtrion, the upper part of the belly), 
•ertaining to the upper and anterior part 
of the abdomen. 

Epigram, eppy-gram (Greek, epigram- 
ma, an inscription). A short, pointed 
poem ; a couplet or stanza wittily hitting 
off a particular person or fault. 

Epigrammatic, eppy-gmm-attik. Be- 
lon^g to epigrams; concise; pointed; 
tolling. 

Epigraph, ep^y-graf (Greek, epi, 
upon ; grapho, a writing). An inscription 
on a statue, building, &;c. 

Epilepsy. eppy-lepsy (Greek, epilepHs, 
from epila^ana, to seize upon). A 
convulsion either of the whole oody or of 
some of its parts, attended with a loss of 
consciousness ; and returning from time to 
time in fits or paroxysms. It is commonly 
called the ^*f^ng sickness,” because 
persom^ when attacked with it, usually fall 
down, 

lh»ilogae, oppy-log (Greek, epilego. to 
say after). A poem or speech recited at 
the end cf a play. 


Epiphany, e-piffa-no (Greek, epiphor 
neia, an appearance). A Christian festival, 
celebrated on the sixth day of January, 
and the twelfth after Christmas, in com- 
memoration of our Saviour’s being 
manifested by the star, which conducted 
the wise men of tho East to Bethlehem. 

Episcopalians, episko - paley - vans. 
An appellation given to those who adhere 
to the episcopal form of church government. 

Episcopacy, epis-kopah-se (Greek, 
episcopeo, to inspect). Government of tho 
Church by bishops. 

Episode, eppy-sode (Greek, epi, upon ; 
eisoews, an entry). A separate incident, 
story, or action which a writer inserts in 
the main narrative, to impart a variety ; 
something foreign to the subject, or con- 
noctod with it only by a slight thread; 
minor events in a person’s history or life. 

Epistle, e-pissul (Greek, epistello, to 
send on). A letter, or written communi- 
cation ; a writing sent ; a missive parti- 
cularly from or to an apostle. 

Epistolary, e-pisto-lary. Pertaining 
to epistles or letters ; suitable to letters 
and correspondence ; familiar ; contained in 
letters; carried on hy letters. 

Epitaph, eppy-taf (Greek, upon ; 
tapkoe, a sepulchre). An inscription on a 
monument or tomb, in honour or memory 
of tho dead. 

Epithalamium, eppy-thah-Iayme-um 
(Greek, epi, upon ; tkalamos, a bridal 
chamber). A nuptial song; a poem com- 
posed in celebration of a marriage. Among 
the ancients such a song was sung on the 
occasion of the bride being led to her 
chamber. 

Epithet, eppy-thet (Greek, epi, upon ; 
iiihemi, to put). A name added ; a word 
imposed, ascribing or describing some 
quality, and employed for the sake of 
emphasis or discrimination. 

Epitome, o-pitto-me (Greek, epi, upon ; 
t&mno, to cut). An abbreviation or abridg- 
ment; abstract; summary; compen^um. 

Epizootic, eppy-zootio (Greek, epi, 
upon ; zoon, an animal). An epithet for a 
disease which prevails among cattle, in 
the same manner as an epidemic does 
among human beings. 

B pluribus unum, e plury-bus u- 
num (Latin). One composed of many; the 
motto of the United States of Amerl^ 

Epoch, e-pok (Greek, ^i, upon ; ecAo, 
to rest). In chronology, a oert^ period 
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time, from which caloulation commences, 
and at which it terminates and again com- 
mences ; thus forming certain bounds or 
limits, confining the c^culation of time. 

iESpodd, ep-ode (Greek, upon ; ode^ 

a song). In lyric poetry, the third or last 
part of the ode; that which follows the 
strophe and antistrophe, the ancient ode 
being divided in strophe, antistrophe, and 
epode. The term is now used as the name 
of any little verse or verses, following more 
considerable ones. 

IBpopee, ep-o-pe (Greek, a |)oem ; 
to make;. Literally, the making or 
imitating by words ; an epic poem, or the 
fable of it. 

jESpsom Salts* A popular name for 
sulphate of magnesia^ formerly obtained 
by boiling down the mineral water found 
in the vicinity of Epsom, Surrey; but now 
prepared from bittern and magnesia lime- 
stone. 

Equanimity, ekwah-nimmit-e (Latin, 
mquus, equal ; animus^ the mind). Even- 
ness of temper ; a state of mind which is 
neither elated nor depressed ; a capability 
of sustaining prospenty without excessive 
joy, and adversity without much grief. 

Eouable, e-kwah-bul (Latin, wqualut 
equal). Equal and uniform at all times ; 
having the same or similar appearances; 
causing the same or similar sensations; 
smooth ; calm ; steady ; unruffiod ; undis- 
turbed. 

Equator, e-kwaytur (Latin, mqwo, to 
divide equally). A great circle of the 
sphere, equally distant from the two poles 
of the world, and dividing it into two 
hemispheres, the northern and southern. 
It is called tno simator, because when the 
sun is in this circle the days and nights are 
of equal duration in all parts of the world. 
From this circle the latitude of places, 
whether north or south, is reckoned, in 
degrees of the meridian ; the longitude of 
places is reckoned in degrees around this 
circle. 

Equery, ek-kwerry (French, ec«(y«r, the 
stable of a prince or nobleman). An officer 
■of the royal household, under the master 
'Of the horse. The equerries are five in 
•number, and ride in tne leading coach on 
'grand occasions, and have a table provided 
for them. 

Equestrian, e-kwes-try-un (Latin, 
a horse). Pertaining to a horse or 
horse^^p; riding on a horse; skilled 
'in ridizig.; oeing on homeback ; repre- 
senting a penen qtx horseback* 
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Equidistant, eekwe distaut (Latin. 
cequuSf equal ; duianSj distant). Being a{ 
an eoual distance from some point or place ; 
standinpf apart or separate in the same 
degree in space or time. 

Equilateral, eekwe-latter-ul (Latin, 
asqvAM, equal; latvi, a side). Having all 
the sides equal or of the same length. 

Equilibrium, eekwe-libbry-um (Latin, 
ce^u$, equal ; 2i5ro, to poise). In mecha- 
mes, a term applied to an equality of 
forces acting in opposite directions, where- 
by the body acted upon remains at rest. 
In fine arts, equilibrium means the just 
poise or balance of an object, so as to ap- 
pear to stand firmly; figuratively, it is 
used to express equanimity of mina, even- 
ness of temper. 

Equinoctial, eekwe-nokshal (Latin, 
(Bruits, equal; nox, night). The great 
oirole of the sphere under which the equa- 
tor of the earth moves in its diurnal 
course, and to which, when the sun in bis 
progress to the eclipric comes, he makes 
equal days and nights all over the globe, as 
then he rises duo east, and sets due wesh 
Embinoctial gales, storms which generally 
take place about the time the sun crosses 
the equinoctial. 

Equinox, ookwemox (Latin, eequus, 
equal ; nax, night). The precise time at 
which the sun enters one of the equinoctial 
points, for then, moving exactly in the 
equinoctial circle, he makes our days and 
nights equal. The equinoxes take place 
twice a year ; namely, the 21st of March 
and the 23rd of September ; the first of 
which is the •omial equinox, and the second 
the autumnal equinox. 

Equipage, ek-kwe-pajo (French^ equi* 
page). The furniture of a horseman; 
attendance; as horses, carriages, and 
retinue ; the outfit of a man, 

particularly anus and their appendages 
Tea equipage, a set of china and emeu 
articles used for tea, complete. 

Equip, e-kwip (French, equiper, to am 
or attire)! To dress ; to fit out ; to furnish 
with arms, or a complete suit of arms, for 
military service ; to furnish with men, 
artillery, and munitions of war, as a ship ; 
to fit for sea. 

Equipoise, eekwe-poyz (Latin, (xquus, 
equal; pondiM. weight). Equality of weight 
or force; equilibrium; balance. 

Equitable, ek-witah-bul (French, equi* 
table), ]^ual in regard to the i^hts ol 
persons; giving or disposed to give eaoli 
his due; impartial ; just. 
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Bquity, Qkwit>te (Latm, mquiiut, ftam 
itquut, equal). Impartial distribution of 

S ); a just regard to right or claim. 

ioally, the rules of decision observed 
by the Court of Chancery. In a geneiul 
sense, distinguished . from mere law. 
Rmdiy of redemption is the advantage 
allowed to a mortgagor, of .a reasoname 
time to redeem lands and tenements mort- 
; 4 -agod, when the estate is of greater value 
than the sum for which it is mortgaged. 

Elquivalentf e-kwivvah-lent (Latin, 
itqnuSf oqual ; m/ene, strong). Equal in 
value, power, or strength ; equal in moral 
^orce, cogency, or effect on the mind; 
equal in excellence or moral worth. That 
w’bich is oqual in value, weight, dignity, or 
force, with something else. 

Equivalents. In chemistry, a term 
used to denote the primary proportions 
in which the various chemical bodies re- 
ciprooally combine, referred to a common 
standard, as oxygen or hydrogen, reckoned 
unity or 1*000. 

Equivocal, e-kwivvali-kal (Lat., eequns, 
equaT; voco, to name). Literally, words of 
equal moaning ; being of doubtful signifi- 
cation; capable of being understood in 
different sonsos : a form of expression fre- 
quently employed to deceive or mislead; 
in a general sense, doubtful ; capable of 
different constructions, as equivocal conduct, 
an equivocal reputation. 

Equivocate, e-kwiwo-kate (Latin, 
(equue, equal ; voco, to name). To use 
words of doubtful signification; to give 
indirect and ambiguous answers ; to ex- 
press an opinion in terms which admit of 
different oonstructiona 
Equivoke, ekkwe-voke (French, equi- 
voque). An ambiguous term; a word 
susceptible of different significations ; pre- 
varication. 

Era, e-rah (Latin, cera, a mark upon 
money). A point or period of time ; an 
indefinite series of years beginning from 
some unknown epocA ; a point of time fixed 
by some nation or denomination of men, as 
tno Christian era. 

Eradiate, e-ra^-ate (Latin, e, from ; 
radio, to beam). To shoot forth like rays 
from the sun; to emit light or splendovur ; 
to beam. 

Eradicate, e-radd^kate (Latin, e, 
from ; mdur, a root). To root up. or root 
out ; to destroy utterly. Figuratavely, to 
exterminate evil and wickedness, before it 
has become ft bab4, or suffered to tale root. 


Erase, e-rase (Latin, e, out ; ratio, to 
scrape). To scrape or scratch out, as 
letters or oharocters written, engraved, or 
painted ; to obliterate ; to efface ; to 
draw the pen through, so as to render 
illegible. 

Ere, ayr (Saxon, cer, first). Before ; 
sooner than ; as ers-long, etyf-now, e}*«-whUe. 

Ergo, er-go (Latin, e7yo). Therefore ; 
consequently. 

Erin. One of the names of Ireland. 

Ermine, er min. The name of a fur 
belonging to the ermine or mouse of 
Armenia. In heraldry, a white field or fur 
dotted with black spots. This word is 
used symbolically to denote state or dig- 
nitv ; robes of state being usually trimmed 
or bound with ermine fur. 

Eroded, e-ro-ded (Latin, erodo, to gnaw). 

A term, in zoology, applied to an edge 
when irregularly jagged. 

Erotic, e-rotik (Greek, eroe, love). 
Pertaining to love ; treating of love. Erotic 
poetry^ a term for amatory poetry. The 
name of erotic writers has been applied 
particularly to a class of romance writers 
who belong to the later periods of Greek 
literature, and whose works abound in 
sophistical subtleties and moretricious 
ornaments. 

Errant, er-rant (Latin, m.*o, to wander). 
Wandering; rambling; roving about. 
Knight erranis were knights of the Middle 
Ages who wandered about peeking adven- 
tures, and vieing with each other in heroism 
and ^neroslty. 

Erratic, er-ratik (Latin, erro, to 
wander). Wandering ; not stationary ; 
having no certain course; roving about 
without a fixed destination; irregular; 
changeable. 

Erratum, er-raytum (Latin, erratum). 
An error or mistake in writing or printing ; 
plural, errata. 

Erse, urs. The language of the descen- 
dants of the Gaels or Colts in the highlands 
of Scotland. 

Erst, urst (Saxon, osi'est). Fii^t ; at . 
first ; formerly ; once upon a time ; long 
ago ; some time previously ; till now. 

Eruetatlon, eruk-tayshun (Latin, e, 
out ; meto, to belch). The act of throwing 
up wind from the stomach; belching; 
bursting forth. 

Erudition, er-u-dishun (Latin, e; 
ntdii, ignorant). Beep learning ; thoi ough 
knowledge ; instruction ga'ned by study oi 
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froio books, particularly losing in 
literature as distinct from the sciences. 

3Srugiiioii8» e-ru-jenus (Latin, 
tiosus). Partaking of the nature or 
lubstanco of copper, or tho rust of copper. 

Eruption^ e-rupshun (Latin, e, out; 
rumpOf to break). A breaking out ; a 
bursting forth ; a violent omission of any- 
thing, particularly of flames and lava from 
a volcano. In pathology, a breaking out 
of the skin ; figuratively, a commotion 
caused by tho breaking forth of the people. 

Erysipelas, orry-sippy-las (Greek, eiyo, 
to draw; pela^t adjoining). A disease 
characterised by a particular kind of inflam- 
mation, vulgarly termed rose, from its red- 
ness ; and St. Anthony’s fire, because that 
saint was supposed to hpal it miraculously. 

Escalade, eskah-lade (French, escalade, 
a scaling, from echelle, a ladder). In 
inilitiwy tactics, the taking or surprising of 
a place by scaling the walls. 

Escapade, eskah-pahd (French, esca- 
pade). Literally, tho fling or irre^ar 
motion of a horse; henco applied to 
unconscious impropriety of speech dr 
behaviour. 

Escapement, e>skape-meut. A me- 
chanical contrivance for transmitting the 
maintaining power of a clock or watch to 
the regulator, whether balance or pendu- 
lum, in order to restore tho loss of motion 
in every vibration, arising from tho friction 
of the acting parts and the resistance of 
the air. 

Escarp, es-karp (French, escaiyer, to 
slope). In fortification, tho exterior slope, 
facing fortified works ; the interior slope is 
the counterscarp. 

Eschar, es-kar (Greek, escJiara). A 
crust or scab caused by the application of 
caustic to a part of the animal body. 

. Escheat, es-choat (Norman, escheir, to 
happen). Any possession which fails to a 
lord of fee within his manor, either by 
forfeiture, death of tenant, failure of heirs, 
or other contingency. 

Eschew, es-tshoo (Gorman, scJieuen, to 
shun). To flee from ; to avoid ; to shun. 

Escort, es-kawrt (French, escorte, a 
guard). A safeguard or protection on the 
way ; a guide ; convoy ; ^e conduct. In 
military affairs, a body of armed men to 
protect an officer, or to guard baggage, 
pr»>vi8ion8, or munition conveyed by land 
from place to place, to protect them from 
an enemy, or in general for security. 


m 

Escritoire, ericro-twor (French, 
ioire). A box with imploments for writing ; 
or a desk or chest of drawers, with an 
apartment for tho instruments of writing. 

Esculapian, eskew-laypo-un (from 
jEsculapitts, the heathen god of medicine). 
Medical ; jperiaining to the healing art. 

Esculent, eskew-lent (Latin, esca, good 
for food). Anything eatable, or that can 
or may be eaten with safety. 

Escurial, es-kewry-al. The palace or 
rosidonce of the Sovereign of Spain. 

Escutcheon, es-kutchin (Greek, scu- 
tum, a shield). In heraldry, the shield on 
which a coat of arms is represented. It is 
an imitation of the ancient shields used in 
war. 

Esophagus, o-sofah-gus (Greek, aio, 
to perceive ; plCago, to eat). The gullet ; 
the canal or passage leading from the 
pharynx to the stomach, and through which 
the food is conveyed from the mouth to 
tile latter. 

Esoteric, es-o-terik (Greek, eso, within, 
secret). Private ; an epithet applied to 
tho private instructions and doemnes of 
Pythagoras ; opposed to exoteric. 

Espalier, es-palyer (French, tspalier, 
the first seat of rowers in a galley). In 
gardening, a row of fruit-trees or oma* 
mental shrubs, set close together, their 
boughs interlaced one within the other, 
and trained up regularly to stakes, rails, or 
pales. 

Espionage, es-peo-nahje (French, 
espionage). A systematic employment of 
spies; a practice of secretly watching 
others. 

Esplanade, esplah-nade (French, 
esplanadd). In fortifleation, a clear space 
of ground, separating the ciUwJ'jI of a for- 
tress from the town. The v/ord is used in 
a general sense i:r l sloping walk or 
promenade. 

Espousal* e-spowzal (Latin, t; spon- 
snm, a promise). Used in or relating to 
the act of espousing or betrothing; adop- 
tion; protection. 

Esprit de Co^s, es-pree de kawr 
(French). The spirit of the body or asso- 
ciation; cliq^ueism; clanship. 

I ESspy, es-pi (French, epien'). To see at 
I a distance ; to seek or search ^ter ; to die- 
I cover unexpectedly. 

Esquire, es-kwiro (French, ecufer, 
from Latin, scutiger, a shi^a-beaTer)* 
Anciently, an attendant qn a knight ; the 
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Ifttle next in degree to a knight. The title 
|K>w pertains to the younger sons of noble- 
men, to officers of the royal courts and of 
the household, to counsellors at law, 
justices of the peace while in commission, 
sheriffs, and other gentlemen. Latterly, 
however, the title of esquire has become 
a vague compliment, and may be regarded 
fts a mere designation of courtesy, and 
expression of respect. 

IBssay, es-say (French, mayer). To 
attempt; to make a trial or experiment; 
to endeavour to perform anything. In 
literature, a composition intended to prove 
or illustrate a particular subject. 

Sssayist, es-sayist. One who writes 
essays. 

ESssenoe, es-sens (Latin, essem, being). 
The nature, substance, or being of any- 
thing ; the real, internal, but generally un- 
Imown constitution of things, whereon 
their discoverable qualities depend. In 
popular language, perfume, odour. 

llSssential, es-senshal (Latin, essens, 
being). Necessary to existence; highly 
hnportant; the chief point. 

Ssaential Oils. Oils obtained by dis- 
tillation from odoriferous vep:etable sub- 
stances. Several of the volatile or essen- 
tial oils are called essences. 

Estafette, estah-fot (Spanish, esta^etfa). 
A term made use of originally for amilitaiy 
courier, but now used in all the modern 
countries of Europe to denote an express 
consigned to the care of postillions, who are 
changed with every relay of horses till the 
express reaches the point of destination. 

EiState, es-tate (Latin, siatum, con- 
dition). A term applied to all or any of 
the circumstances under which anything 
stands or exists, or by which it may be 
affected; more especially applied to the 
rank or condition of a person ; possessions 
and property; also, to the general estab- 
lishment of Government. In law, the 
interest a person has in lands, tenements, 
or other effects. 

instates of the Healm. In politics, 
the several parts exf the English Government, 
consisting of King or Queen, Lords, and 
Commons; of late years the public presshas, 
by common consent, been added to these, 
and is distingaii^ed as ** the fourth estate.” 

Esthetics, es-thettiks (Greek, aisihe~ 
tikes', endow^ with sensibility). A philo- 
sophical science which cultivates a taste 
* «« 


Estoppel, e-stop-pel (French^ 
to impede). In law, an impediment or 
bar to an action arising from a person’s 
own act or deed, against which he is for- 
bidden to plead. 

Estovers, esto-verz (Norman, estqfer, 
to store). In law, reasonable allowance 
out of lands or goods for the sustenance of 
a felon in prison, a woman divorced, &c. 
The term is more commonly taken for the 
allowance of wood to tenants, called from 
the Saxon, house-bote, plough-boto, fire- 
bote, cart-bote, &c. 

Estrade, es-trahd (French). An even 
or level place ; a balcony. 

Estrange, es-tmnjo (French, etranger). 
To alienate; to keep at a distance: to 
withdraw ; to shun or avoid ; to withhold 
from ; to turn from kindness to indiffe- 
rence or malevolence. 

Estreat, e-streat (Latin, ex, from ; 
traettm, drawn out). In law, a copy, note, 
or an extract of some original record, espe- 
cially that of fines, set down in the rolls of 
court, to be levied by the bailiff or other 
officer on every offender. Estreated recog- 
nizances are such as become forfeited or 
absolute; and being estreated or extracted 
from the other records and sent up to the 
Exchequer, the party and his sureties 
become the sovereigns absolute debtor. 

Estuary, es-tuary (Latin, cestuo, to 
boil, or be agitated). An arm of the soa; 
a frith ; a narrow passage, or the mouth of 
a river or lake where the tide meets the 
current, or flows and ebbs. 

Etat Major, ay-tah mah-zhor (French). 
Officers attached to the person of a com- 
mander; staff. 

Et Ceetera, et-setty-ra (Latin). The 
rest ; and so forth ; contracted etc and d?c. 
Employed in speaking and writing when 
the leading subjects have been denoted, 
and it is not considered necessary to detail 
what comes after. 

Etching, etoh-ing (German, eizm). 
The art of engraving on metal by means of 
first drawing lines or strokes, and then 
applying aq^ortis; the impression taken 
from an et^ed plate. 

Etesian, e-te-zhan (Latin, etesius), 
Periodioid; stated. A term applied to 
yearly or anniversary winds, answering to 
the monsoons of the East Indies. 

Ethereal, eethe-real (Greek, aitker). 
Formed of ether ; containing or filled with 
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EtliioSy eth-ikfl (Greek, ethos, mann^). 
Belating io manners or morals ; treating 
of morality; pertaining to the theory of 
morals; the soienoe of moral pliUosophy. 

SStlmical, eth-iie>kal (Greek, ethnos, a 
nation, or people). Heathen; pagan; 
applied to nations not of the Jewish or 
the Christian faith. 

Ethnology, eth-nollo-je (Greek, ethnos, 
a nation ; logos, a discourse). The science 
that treats of the various race* of men. 

Etiolation, eetio-lay shun (Greek, aitho, 
to shine). The operation of being whitened, 
or of becoming white; the process of 
whitening plants, by excluding the light 
of the sun. 

Etiology, eety-ollo-je (Greek, aitia, a 
cause; logos, a discourse). That branch 
of pathology which treats of the causes of 
disease. 

Etiquette, etty-ket (French). Polite- 
ness ; forms of ceremony or decorum ; the 
forms which are observed towards particu- 
lar persons at particular places. The 
worn etiquette means literally, a ticket or 
small card, on which the forms and cere- 
monies necessary to be observed at court, 
&c., on particular occasions were inscribed ; 
thence according to etiquette,** means 
according to the ticket or prescribed form. 

Etruscan, e-trus-kan. A native of 
Etruria ; belon^ng to Etruria, the ancient 
name of a distnetm Italy. 

Etui, et-we (French, etui), A case for 
pocket instruments. 

Etymolo^, etty-mollo-jy (Greek, ety- 
mos, true ; logos, a discourse). That 
branch of philosophy which treats of the 
origin and derivation of words. The term, 
as used in grammar, implies not only deri- 
vation, but also inflection of nouns and 
verbs. 

Bu. A Greek prefix attached to manjr 
words, particularly scientific terms, signi< 
fying well, good, fine. 

Eiucharist, u-ka-rist (Greek, eu, good; 
charis, thanks). The sacrament m the 
Lord’s Supper ; the act of giving i^ionks. 

Eucholog^y, u-koUo-jy (Greek, euehe, 
prayer; logos, a discourse). The name of 
the ritual of the Greek Church, in which 
the order and administration of their cere- 
monies, sacraments, ordinations, &c., are 
insciibed. 

Euclitic^ eu-klitik (Greek, egklitikos, 
inclined). In grammar, a term applied to 


with others as to seem parts of them, as gus 

in virumque, 

Eucra43y, u-krah-se (Greek, ms hraiys, 
strong). An agreeable temperament or 
good condition of body. 

Eulogy, u-lo-je ^reek, m, favourable; 
logos, discourse). Praise ; panegyric ; a 
speech or writing in commendation of a 
person, on account of his valuable quaUties 
or services. 

Euphemism, u-fe-mizm (Greek, m, 
well; nhemi, to speak). A rhetorical 
figure, in which a soft or agreeable word oP 
egression is substituted for one which is 
offensive to delicate ears. 

Euphony, u-fo-ne (Greek, m, 
able; johoni, sound). Harminous sounds 
an easy, smooth enunciation of sounds} a 
pronunciation of words and letters which 
is pleasing to the ear. 

European, u-ro-peean. Pertaining to 
Europe; a native of Europe, 

Euthanasia, u-than-ayzhea (Greek, eu, 
good; ikanatos, death). An easy, quiet 
death ; among divines, death in a state of 
grace. In pmitics, it means such peculiar 
theories as nave the best tendency to up- 
hold the state, or disentangle it from dim- 
oulties. 

Evacuate, e-vakku-ate (Latin, e, from 
vaco, to bo empty). To make empty ; to 
throw out or draw out till empty ; to leave 
empty ; to quit ; to withdraw from a place. 

Evad^ e-vade (latin, e, from; vado, 
to go). To go out or away ; to avoid b^ 
dexterity ; to escape by strategem or arti- 
fice ; to elude ; to escape. 

Evanescent, evan-nessent (Latin, 4, 
from; vanesco, to vanish). Vanishing; 
waning; decaying or falling away; dw- 
appearing from the sensations or percep- 
tions; fleeting. 

EvangelicaL evan-jelle-kal. Accord- 
ing to the Gospel; sound in the doctrines 
of the Gospel ; orthodox. A term used to 
desi^^nate the low church party by way of 
distinction from high churm. 

Evangels, e-vanjells (Greek, m, good 
angelos, messenger). Another term for the 
four Gospels written by the Evangelists* 

Evaporate, e-vappo-rate (Latin, e, 
from; vapor, vapour). To pass off in 
vapour ; to waste insensibly ; to disperse 
in steam or smoke ; to vanish into air. 

Evasion, e-vayzhun (Latin, s, from; 
vado, to go). The act of eluding, avoiding. 
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of an argument, from an accusation or 
ebargo. or from an interrogatory ; excuse ; 
subterfuge; equivocation. 

Elvantide, eovtn-tide (even, evening; 
andSaaon^ tid,iitri<}. The time of alien- 
ing. 

e-vent-fiil (Latin, e, forth ; 
veni9p come). Full of events or inci- 
dents ; marked with changes ; momen- 
ious. 

Eventuate, e-vontu-ate (Latin, e, 
from ; to come). To issue ; to 

terminate ; to come to an end. 

Evergreen. A term applied to plants 
which have persistent or perennial leaves ; 
that is, leaves which remain perfect upon 
the plant beyond a single season, as holly, 
common laurel, myrtle, &c. 

Evict* e-vikt (Latin, e, out ; victum, con- 
quered). To take away by a sentence of 
law ; to recover lands or tenements by 
law ; to dispossess. 

Evok^ e-voke (Latin, e, forth ; voco, 
to call). To summon forth ; to appeal ; to 
remove ; to cause anything to be brought 
from concealment. 

3ESvolution* ewo-lewshun (Latin, e, 
out ; Volvo, to roll). Literallv, the act of 
unfolding or unrolling ; a series of things 
unfolded or unrolled. In military tactics, 
certain movements by which the disposi- 
tion of troops is changed, as the doubling 
of ranks or files, wheeling, counter-march- 
ing, &o. 

Ex. A prefix signifying oni of, from, 
out. Also used to denote the being out of 
office once held, as an ex-mayor, an ex- 
member. 

Exaction* egz-akshun (Latin, ex, from ; 
acfaffi, driven). Extortion; unjust demand ; 
anything enforced or obtained by pressui'e. 

Exacerbate^ egz-asser-bate (Latin, ex, 
from ; luserhus, bitterness, sharpness). To 
embitter; increase malignant qualities ; 
to initate; io infiamo angry passions. 

Ezagwatc* egz-ajiy-rate (Latin, ex; 
offffer, a heap), llteraiiy, to heap up ; 
henoe, in a figurative sense, to heighten by 
repres0Stati<m; to enlarge beyond the 
truth. In painting, to hei^ton in colour 
or design. 

Exaig^erate* egz-^aspy-rate (Latin, ex ; 
aeper, rough or sharp). To irritate; to 
agmvate ; to provoke ; to excite anger, or 
to infiome it to an extreme degree. 

Ex cathedra* eks kathee-d]^ A Latin 

nthnuiA ArtnltAfl i'f. Avamr ^n/ntn/tn nv/i- 


nounoed by one in the exercise of hii 
authority— a professor in his chair, a pdge 
from the bench, &c. Ironically applied to 
any opinion or dictum expressed with an 
air of authority and self-sufficieucy. 

Excavation, eks-kah-vayshun (Latin, 
ex, out ; cttviM, hollow). The digging out 
a cavity or hollow ; a hollow or cavity 
formed by removing the internal sul)- 
stance. 

Excellency, eksel-lensy (Latin, ex- 
cellentia). A title of honour formerly given 
to kings and emperors, but now applied to 
governors, ambassadors, &c., who are 
elevated by virtue of particular offices. It 
is in no case hereditary or transferable, 
but belongs to the office. 

Excelsior, ok-selsy-or (Latin, excelme, 
high, lofty). Ihis word is the comparative 
of high, and signifies still higher ;” figu* 
rativcly, to endeavour to excel in any 
pursuit or performance, to rise higher in 
fame, public estimation, &c. 

Exception, ek-sepshun (Latin, excipio, 
to take out) . Exclusion ; objection through 
dislike or disapproval ; exclusion from 
what is comprehended in a general rule or 
proposition. In law, a stop or stay to an 
action. In common law, a denial of matter 
in bar to an action. In chancery, an exer- 
tion is that which is alleged againi^ the suffi- 
ciency of an answer. 

Excerpts, ek-serpts (Latin, ex, out* 
carpo, to pluck). Things picked or culled 
out ; passages selected from authors ; 
extracts. 

Exchange. In commerce, a term ap- 
plied to a Duilding or other place in 
considerable trading cities, where the 
merchants, agents, bankers, brokers, and 
other persons engaged in commerce, as- 
semble at certain times to confer and 
treat together of matters relating to ex- 
changes, remittances, payments, assur- 
ances, freights, and other mercantile 
negotiations both by land and aoa. This 
word is commonly contracted into 

Exche<3,uer* eks-ohekker (French.se^). 
An ancient oouil; of record, intendeoi prin- 
cipally to collect and superintend the 
revenues and debts of the Gtovm, and so 
called from eeaccharium, denotiiig a 
chequered cloth which covers the table. The 
exenequer oonrists of two divisions : the 
receipt of the exchec^uer which manages 
the revenue, and the judicUU department* 
which is sub-divided into a court of equity* 
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Tfeyrt hequer Bills. Bills or tickets 
issued by the Exchequer, payable out of 
the proiluce of. a particular tax, or generally 
out of l^e supplies granted for the year. 

Bxcise, ek-size (Latin, ex, out ; ceesura, 
cut). The name given to the taxes or 
duties levied on commodities consumed at 
heme, and on certain licenses. 

Bxclusive, eks-klewsiv (Latin, ex, out ; 
daudo, to shut). Debarring from partici- 
pation ; a cotei'ie or social company which 
excludes others. 

Bxconi ;tiunicate, eks-communy-kate 
(Latin, cr. Out of ; conunumco, to commu- 
nicate). To expel from communion ; to 
exclude or debar a person from partaking 
of the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper ; to 
put out of the pale of the Church. 

iExcoriation, eks-kory-ayshun (Latin, 
excorio, to remove the skin). An abrasion 
or stripping of the skin j the act of wear- 
ing or rubbing off. 

^Excrescence, oks-kres-sens (Latin, ex, 
out of ; cresco, to grow). That which grows 
out uselessly and superfluously ; a preter 
natural protuberance of growth on any 
part of the body of an animal or plant. 

Excruciating, oks-kroo.she-a3rting 
(Latin, ex ; crux, a cross). Excessively 
painful ; extremely distressing ; agony in 
the greatest degree. 

Exculpate, eks-kulpate (Latin, ex; 
culpo, to blmne). To free from blame ; to 
clear from any charge or accusation. 

Excursive, eks-kursiv (Latin, ex, out 
of ; cwJTo, to run). Rambling ; w’aiidering 
or deviating; departing from bounds or 
method. 

Exeat, ok s-o-at. An ecclesiastical term 
for the permission granted by a bishop to a 
priest to go out el his diocese. 

Execrable, eksy-krah-bul (Latin, 
out of ; sacer, holjO. Detestable ; hateful ; 
accursed; held in utter detestation or 
abomination. 

Execution, eksy-kewshun (Latin, ex, 
oat ; sequor, to follow). In law, a judicial 
writ grounded on the judgment of the 
court whence it issues, and supposed to 
bo granted by the court at the request of 
the party at whose suit it is issued, to give 
him sa^sfacLon on the judgment which 
has been obhdsad. 

Executive, eks-ekku-iiv. In politics, 
that branch of tlio Government which 


The word is used in distinction from 
legislative and judicial. 

Executor, eks-ekku-tor (Latin, ex, out ; 
tequor, to follow). One who executes, or 
carries into effect. In law, a person ap- 
pointed by another in his will and 
testament, to perform or execute the com- 
mands and directions contained therein 
after his decease ; if a person so appointed 
be a female, she is termed an executrix. 

Exemplar, egs-emplar (Uitiii). A 
model, original, or pattem to be aCipiod or 
Imitated. 

Exemplary, egs-oraplah-re (Latin, 
exempt am, a model). Worthy of imita- 
tion ; serving as a model ; such as may 
servo as a warning to others. 

Exemplify, egs-emply-fi (Latin, exm- 
plum, an example ; fio, to be made). To 
illustrate by example ; to take an attested 
copy ; to prove or show by copy. 

Exempt, egs-empt (Latin, ex, out ; 
ema, to take). To free from something to 
which others are subjected ; ' to releasO| 
acquit, or discharge. 

Exequator, eksy-kway-tur (I^tin, 
exequaior). An official recognition of a 
person in the character of consul, or com- 
mission agent, authorising him to execute 
his powers in the place to which he is sent. 

Exfoliation, ex-foly-ayshun (Latin, 
ex, out of ; folium, a leaf). In surgery, the 
act of scaling a bone ; the state of a bone 
which breaks off in scales. 

Exhale, egz-hale (Latin, ex, out ; ludo, 
to breathe). To breathe out ; to send or 
draw out in vapour ; to evaporate. 

Exhaustion, egs-hawst-shun (Latin, 
ex, from ; iMurio, to draw). The act of 
drawing out or emptying; the state of 
being deprived of strength or spirits. 

Exhibit, egs-hibbit (Latin, ear, out; 
habeo, to have). To expose to view ta 
brin^ or put forth. In a medical sense, to 
administer. In law, a deed or writing 
proved by a witness or admitted by the 
parties to a suit in chancery, in tho equity 
side of tho Court ef Eschoover oi 
bankruptcy. 

Exhilarate, e^hilly-Tate (Latin, ex ; 
h'Uarie, merry). To gladden ; to enliven , 
to make cheerful or merry. 

Exhume, egs-hume (Latin, ex; hmue, 
ground). To &e out of the earth thai 
which has been buried: to disinter i 
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Exigence, eksy-gens (Latln^ exigo, to 
pros# severely). Urgency; pressing 
necesi^ty; sudden ecoasion; demand;' 
want. 

Exile, eg'Zile (Latin, exulf a banished 
person). The state of a person who is 
oanished from his native land ; the person 
banished. 

Exit, eg-zit (Latin, exitf a going out). 
In theatrical parlance, implies that an 
actor has gone out of sight or left the 
stage. Figuratively, a departure from life ; 
death, or passage out of any place. 

Exodus, ekso-dus (Greek, ek, out; 
odoSf a journey). Departure from a place, 
particularly the departure of the Israelites 
from Egypt under the guidance of Moses. 

Ex-o£S.cio, eks-of-hsh-sheo (Latin). By 
virtue of office, and without special 
authority. 

Exogenous, eks-ojjy-nus (Greek, are, 
without : gennao, to bring forth). A term 
Applied to plants which increase b^jr addi- 
tions to the outer wood. In contradistinction 
to mdogenous. 

Exonerate, ex-onny-rate (Latin, ex; 
onuSf a burden). To unload : to disburden ; 
to free from blame; to deliver from a 
charge; to clear the character of impu- 
tation. 

Exorbitant, ogs-awrby-tant (Latin, 
eXf out ; w'hiUt, a track). Literally, the 

oing or moving out of an orhitj or circle ; 

ence, exceeding bounds; going beyond ! 
limits ; excessive ; enormous ; cx- ! 
tiuvagant. | 

Exorcise eks-orsize (Greek, exorkiso, 
to adjure). To adjure by some holy name ; 
to oharge upon oath ; and thus, by the use 
of certain words, and the performance of 
certain ceremonies, to subject evil spirits to 
ooUimand and exact obedience. 

Exordium, e^-ordy-um (Latin, 
dittia). Introduction, preamble, or preface. 
In oratory, the introductory part of a dis- 
course which prepares the hearers for the 
main subject. 

Exoteric, ekso-terik (Greek, sro, with- 
out). External ; P^bUo ; opposed to 
tsoime, or secret, ^e exoteric doctrines 
of andent philosophers were those which 
were openly professed and taught. The 
old English equivalent for this woi-d was 

Exotic^ ^s-ottak (Greek, exoUkos, 
foreign). An appellation for the produce 
hf foreign counmes. Bxotie planU are 


such as belong to a soil and climate enitrt^ 
different from the place where they ai^ 
raised, and therefore can be preserved for 
the most part only by means of artificial 
culture. 

Ex parte, ex ^ar-te (Latin). A term 
signifying on one side ; a partial statement, 
or that which is made by one side only. 
A commission ex parte, in Chancery, is when 
a commission is taken out and executed by 
one side or party only, upon the other 
party refusing or neglecting to join in the 
same. 

Expatiate, oks-pashy-ate (Latin, ex, 
out; spatior, to wander). Literally, to 
spread through space ; hence, to en&rge, 
or treat of in a copious manner. 

Expatriate (Latin, ex, out of ; pairia, 
our country). To banish from one's home 
or native country ; to renounce citizenship 
and allegiance. 

Expectant, eks-pektont (Latin, ex, 
out ; specto, to look). Waiting in expec- 
tation; one who waits in expeetation, or 
looks for. In law, an expectant estaU is one 
which is suspended till the determination 
of some particular estate. 

Expectation, ekspek-tayshun (Latin, 
ex, out; specto, to look), A looking or 
waiting for. In the doctrine of chances, 
the value of any prospect or prize de- 
pending upon the happening of some 
uncertain event. In the doctrine of Ufo 
annuities, the particular number of years 
which a life of a given age has an equd 
chance of enjoying, or the term whicn a 
person of a given age may justly expect to 
live. 

Expectorate, eks-pekto-rate (Latin, 
€x, out of ; pectus, the breast). To dis- 
charge from the breast by coughing ; to 
eject by coughing or spitting. 

Expediency, eks-peedy-ensy (Latin, 
ex; pes, afoot). Fitness; propriety ; con- 
venience; suitableness; adaptability to 
some end or purpose. 

Expedite, ekspe-dite (Latin, ex, out; 
pes, a foot). To hasten ; to facilitate ; to 
give speed or dispatch to ; to open a speedy 
and ready way. 

Expedition, ekspe-disshun (Latin, ex, 
out ; pes, a foot). Haste ; speed ; activity ; 
a march or voyage; an enteiprise by a 
number of persons. 

Expel, eks-pel (Latin, ex, out; pello, 
to drive, or force). To drive out ; to foroa 
aw^ ; to hold or keep out or away ; to 
elude 2 to eject : to banioh 



EXP 


EXP 


129 


EIxpend, eks-pcnd (Latin, ex, out ; 
puido, to pay). To pay away money ; to 
disburse ; to defray costs and charts j to 
employ ; to consume ; to dissipate ; to 
waste. 

lEa^eriment, eks-perry<ment (Latin, 
eA7)mor, to agiempt). Atrial; an attempt; 
a search or uiquiry to learn or ascertain 
bv trial ; au act or operation desired to 
discover some unknown truth, principle, 
or effect, or to establish it when discovered. 

Experimeiital Philosophy. A 
term applied to those branches of science 
the deauctions of which are founded on 
experiment or trial, as contrasted with 
the moral, mathematical, and reflective 
branches. 

pjXpert, eks-purt (Latin, experior, to 
attempt). Skilful ; dexterous ; mught by 
practice. A ?i expert is one who has singular 
readiness and adroitness; the term is 
especially applied to a person skilled in 
distinguishing hand-writings, detecting 
erasures, tracing forgeries, &o. 

Elxpiation, ekspo-ayshun (Latin, ex; 
pio, to worship). The act of atoning for a 
crime ; the means by which atonement is 
made; the atoning for impious acts by 
pious deeds. 

Expiration, ekspo>rayshun (Latin, ex, 
out ; Spiro, to breathe). Literally, a 
breathing out, the emission of the last 
breath ; hence, the passing away as a 
breath, applied to circumstances or time. 

Expletive, oks-pletiv (Latin, exnleo, 
to fill up ; from plemis, full). Sometning 
introduced to fill up; an addition for 
supplv or ornament ; words unnecessarily 
introduced either in speaking or writC:ig — 
for instance : Barabbas was a robber.” 

Explicit, eks-plissit (Latin, ex; pUco, 
to fold) . U nfolded ; clear ; straightforward ; 
plain ; manifest ; orders or directions 
given in such a manner as not to bo mis- 
understood. 

Exploit, eks-ployt (Latin, ex; pletum, 
filled). An}d}hing accomplished or achieved 
with some danger or mfficulty; also, a 
great act of wickedness. 

Explore, eks-plore (Latin, ex, out; 
plorOfto search). To search for; making 
discovery ; to or prove by searching ; 
to pry or examine into. 

Explosion, eks-plozhun (Latin, ex; 
pUv^, to clap the hands). Literally, the 
^ving off by clapping the hands ; a orffst- 
with nArista *. a sudden evnanffi on vf 


elastic fluid with loud discharge ; the dis« 
charge of fire-arms or gunpowder with a 
loud report. 

Exponent, eks-ponent (Latin, ex, out; 
pono, to put). In algebra, the number oi 
figure which, placed above a root at the 
right hand, denotes how often that root is 
repeated, or how many multiplications are 
necessary to produce the power. In a 
general sense, a person or thing put forth 
to represent certain views, opinions, &o. 

Export, eks-poiH} (Latin, ex, out ; 
to carry). To carry out or send goods in 
traffic, from one country to another. JBTa?- 
2wris are articles of commerce sent out of 
one country or place, to be carried into 
another. 

Exposd, eks-po>zny (French). A dis* 
closure ; a laying open or making public ; 
a formal statement of facts, reasons. &o. 
A denouncing of something disreputaole. 

Exposition, ekspo-zisshun (Latin, ex, 
out ; pono, to put). Explanation ; situa- 
tion for opening to view; an exhibition 
of arts, &o. 

Ex post facto, eks-post-fakto (Latin). 
In law, a phrase used to denote something 
done after another thing that was com- 
mitted before, and after the time it should 
have been done. An ex post facto law is 
ono which operates upon a subject not 
liable to it at the time the law was 
mado. 

Expostlilate, eks-postew-late (Latin, 
ex; postulo, to demand or complain). To 
reason earnestly ; to remonstrate ; to 
demand or require as a right. 

Expound, eks-pound (Latin, ex, outf 
pono, to put). To explain ; to inteipret ; 
to lay open the meaning; to clear from 
obsciurity. 

Expressed oil. An oil obtained by 
pressure from the substance conttdning it, 
as olive oil from the olive, almond oil from 
the almond, &c. 

Expulsion, eks-pulshun (Latin, ex, 
out ; pdlo, to drive). The act of expelling 
or dnving out ; a driving away by violence ; 
ejecting. 

Expunge, eks-punge (Latin, fte, ont; 
pungo, to prick, or cross with a pen). To 
strike out ; to erase as with a pen; to wipe 
out, .or efface. 

Expurgation, ekspur-gayshim (La^to, 
ex, out; pargo, to purge). The act of 
cleansing; clearing out, ejoo^ng; e^ 
pelling. 
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fl^kwiz-sit (Latin, eXt 
nut; gwBvo, to aoarch). Sought out; 
picked, culled, pr chosen ; and thus perfect, 
excellent, exact. An exquisite is a term 
applied in raillery to a dandy or fop. 

Bxtont, eks-tant (Latin, ex, out; sto, 
to stand). Literally, standing out or 
above any surface ; in being ; now sub- 
sisting. 

XbLtemporei eks-tomoore (Iiatin, ex, 
out; tempus, time). Without previous 
study ; arising from o:’ o~t rj the time or 
oeeaslon ; quick ; sudden ; ;4:on.pt. 

XhctdXIBion, eks-tonshun (Latin, ex, 
out; tendo, to stretch). The act of 
stretching out or spreading ; the state of 
being extended ; enlargement. 

Xbetensor, eks-ten-sur (Latin, ex, out , 
tendo, to stretch). In anatomy, a muscle 
whion B^es to extend any part, or to 
strengthen the Wmb or organ to whicYx its 
moVM>le extremity Is attached. 

Sxtexit, eks-tont. Space; bulk; com- 
pany lengtii. In law, a writ of execution, 
oommaamng a sheriff to value the lands of | 
a debtor. Sometimes the term Is taken as 
the act of the sheriff or other commis- I 
sioaer in making the valuation on the 
writ. 

SiXtenuate, eks-tennu-ate (Latin, ex; 
tenuis, slender). Literally, to make thin, 
slender, or small ; hence to lessen, diminish, 
weaken, or impair in representation. Ex- 
tenuating circumstances are those that 
diminish a crime. 

Sxtexio^ eks-teery-ur (Latin, exter, 
outward). Outward; external; foreign; 
applied to the outer surface of a body. 

lEixterzuinate, eks-termin>ato (Latin, 
ex ; termino, to, end). To drive out or 
expel from the bounds or limits ; to root 
out or eradicate ; to utterly destroy ; to put 
an end to. 

XSxtinot, eks-tinkt (liatin, extinguo, to 
extinguish). Put out; erased or oblite- 
rated; no longer existing; annihilated; 
destroyed* 

XSxtintgllUill* oks-tin^ish (Latin, ex- 
Ungm. to extinguitix). To put out; to 
qiiench ; to suffocate ; to destroy. 

E x ti rpate, ekster-rate (Latin, ex, 
out; Hirpe, a root). To root out; to 
remove, or destroy all restigee <tL 

ISxtol, ekfrtol ex/ toUo, to lift 

np). To raise up?, iotzalt; to praise or 
aommend highly; to magnify. 




£bctort, eks-tawrt (Latin, ex, oat; 
totgueo, to twist). To wrest or wring from 
by force ; to draw from by compulsion ; to 
gain by violence. 

!Bxtra, eks-trah. A Latin preposition 
denoting beyond, without, more than, 
further than; as, extra worh, extra pag, , 
extra-ordinarg, { 

Hxtract, ok-strakt (Latin, ex, out; | 
traho, to draw). To draw out; to bring ' 
from ; to write or copy out ; to lake from ; 
to select. 

Extra-judicial, eks- ttoh- ju- dusluc^ 
(extra, without ; ana judiclil). Out of the 
proper court, or the ordinary course of 
legm procedure. 

Extra-mundane, oks-trah mun-dano 
(Latin, extra, without; mundanus, belong- 
ing to the world). Boyond the limits or 
out of the laws of the material world. 

Extra-parochial, cx-trah pa-roky-al 
I (Latin, extra, without; parochia, a parish). 

I Out of a parish ; beyond its limita and 
jurisdiction. 

Extravaganza, cks-travah-gan-zah 
(Italian). In music, a term applied to any 
wild and incoherent composition. The 
term is also used for a species of irregular 
dramatic pieces, genenC»y of tbo burlosquo 
kind. 

Extravasation, eks-trawah-sayshun 
(Latin, extra ; vas, a vessel). In pathology, 
the art of forcing matter, especially blood 
or serum, out of the proper vessels. 

Extremity, eks-trommy-te (Latin, ex- 
tremus, extreme). The utmost point or 
side ; furthest from a mean ; the point or 
border which terminates anything; ex- 
treme or utmost need ; the utmost rigour 
or violence ; the most aggravated state. 

Extricate, eks-trekate (Latin, ex, out 
of; tricce, impediments). To free from 
any impediment, stop, let. or hindrance ; 
to disentangle; to disembarrass; to un- 
fetter. 

Extrinsio, eks-trinsik (Latin, extra, 
without ; secus, near to). From without ; 
outward; foreign to; notoontiuned iuor 
belonging to a body ; opposed to itUrMc, 

Extrude, eks-trude (Latin* cut; 
U'udo, to thrust). To thrust out* ^ . urge, 

force, or press out ; to expel ; ' to dnve 
away. 

Exuberance, egs-ewoor-ans (Latin, 
ex; uber, plentiful). Abundance ; excess ; 
luzariance : ovenrrowth : sunerflnitv. 
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]fixudation, eks-u-dayshun (Latin, €x, 
Oiit; audOf to sweat). Dischai^gflu by 
sweating; a discharge of moisture or 
humours from animal bodies; moisture 
frjm the earth. 

lEiXUlt^ egs-ult (Latin, ex, out ; aalto, to 
leap). Literally, to leap up, to boimd; 
hence, to rejoice greatly, to leap for joy. 

iBxuviae, eks<u>ve-e (Latin, eantvicB), 
Cost skins or shells ; something cast off ; , 
fossil remains. 

iEx Voto, eks vo-to (Latin). A votive 
gift, such os a picture dedicated to a 
temple. 

!Ewe, yu (Saxon, eowe). A female sheep. 

Ewer, yu-ur (Saxon, hwer). A kind of 
large pitcher to hold water, such as that 
with which wash-stands are furnished. 

Eyas, ias. A young eagle or hawk 
just taken from the nest, and not able to 
seek its own prey. 

Eyesore, i-sore. Something oJOTensive 
to the eye or sight. 

Eyesplice, i-spliso. In nautic&l Ian- ^ 
giiage, a sort of eye or circle at the end of ^ 
a rope. ^ 

Eyetootli, i-tooth. A tooth under 
tV\c eye \ a pointed tooth in the upper \ ^ 
next to the grinders, caUod a\so a camue \ 
toot/t. \ 

Eyre, ayr (old French). A journey or ] 
circuit. The justices in eyre were itinerant 
judges, who rode the circuit to hold courts ; 
in the different counties. 

Eyrie, ay-re. The place where birds 
of prey build their nests and hatch their 
young. Written also eyry and aerie. 


purely fictitious narrative ; a more deVioate 
Urm for falsehood. 

Fabrie, fab-rik (Latin, faJkr, a work- 
man). A building; a structure; the 
manner by which wo parts of a thing are 
united by art and labour; a texture: a 
manufactured article, such as cloth, woollen 
stuffs, &c. 

Fabrication, fabrik-ayshun (Latin, 
fahHco, to frame). The act of framing 
and constructing: hence, in a figurative 
sense, the act of aevising falsely, forgiug, 
or inventing with evil intention ; also, the 
thing devised, invented, or forged. 

Facade, fa-sade (Latin, facies, the 
form). The face or front of a building ; 
front view or elevation of an edifice. 

Facet, fas-et (French,/acetfe). A small 
face or smfaco, as of a diamond. 

Facetiee, fa-se-she-e (Laiiny. .A coUea- 
tion of humorous writing and witty 
sayings. 

Facetious, fah-se-shus (Latin, faeetus, 
witty). Merry; jocular; witty; arngbily 
with wit and good-humour ; playful ; lively 
in company and conversation. 

Facial, fay-shal (Lat. , facies, a visage). 
Tertamliig to tlio iace, oa the /ocial orterj;, 

L otheTwm eaWefi. the ot 

\ artery. 

l Facile, fas-sil (Latin, facilis, easy). 


Facings, fay-sings. A term ai 


^ uniform, fivery, 

Wntton lOso (yn, and ae>-^ of tho dress are nmJly 

— of different colour to tho rest, for the 

• purpose of distinction and relief. 

Pa, fah. In music, one of tho syllables, Pac.BimUe,fak simmy-le (Latin, /ooo, 
sornug to mark the fourth note of tte ^ like), in exact copy, ai 

modern scale, which nsos thus it«,rs,mt, /a. handwriting or a likeness. 

Pabiaa PoUoy, faj^-an poiw A Paction, fak-shun (Lattn,/Bcw, to do), 
term synonymous with delay; dilatonnesB; x party of persons comUning to do one 
ajoitog battle, in imitation of Fahius thing fa opposiUon to thMoirtio would dc 
Maximus, a Komaa general, who baflaed an anofter: a political combination for tho 
invader by decUiiing to a battle in puipose of erlang diesension and disturb- 
the oi*n field, but harasmng tho enemy anee, and to embawass the constituted 
by marches, coimter-marohea, and ambus- authorities, 
cades 

■ fay-hul (Latin, f<Ma. «.m6- 

tliiof? feilfeocl ffiifirtiod i&lB or tTom to inft&oj* y 

rtorfiSedtoSirtrS^it^^^c; S §sf«>tK»n from 
fictitious story intended to enforce some J M’tificial ; unnaturaL 

moral precept or wholesome truth; in a Factor, fak> tor. In commerce, an agent 
sense, anything feiaoed ; any or correspondent residing in seme remote 
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part, commissioned by merchants to buy 
or sell ffoods on their account, to negotiate 
Dillt of exchange, or to transact other 
business lor them. 

Vaototum, fak*to>tum (Latin). One 
who is employed to do all kinds of work ; a 
J a(^of -au-tmdes. 

Facility, fak-ulty (Latin, faeulias). 
The power of doing anything ; activity of 
either mind or body. A term applied 
collectively to physicians and other medical 
practitioners. 

Faff (Saxon, feffan, to order rightly). 
Litewuly, to act or do ; to continue to act 
or do ; to compel to drudge ; to work until 
weary. A fa^ means a hard-worker, a 
laborious drudge, and is especially applied, 
in our public schools, to the younger boys, 
who are compelled to be the ^dges of the 
elder boys. 

Fain, fane (Saxon, fagen). Gladly ; 
willingly j joyfully; with pleasure and 
alacrity. 

Faiiy, fa -re (Saxon, farth). An 
imaginaiy being or spirit, supposed to 
appear in a variety of forms, and interest 
thethselves in the business and pleasure 
of human life. Fairies are represented to 
have been so called either from their 
faimeis, or from their fabled power to 
sag, to tell, or foretell, and, further, to 
induence the fate, or foredoom. 

FaMr, fa-keer. An Arabic word, signi- 
fying poor, and applied to a devotee or 
Indian monk. There are fakirs who live 
in communities, and others who live singly, 
or wander about prophesying and telling 
fortunes. 

Falohion, fawl-shun (Latin, falx, a 
hook). A short sword, arched, or crescent- 
shaped ; a. scimitar; a sword generally. 

Faldstool, fawld-stool. A kind of 
stool, placed at the south side of the altar, 
at which the sovereigns of England kneel 
at their coronation ; the chair of a bishop, 
inclosed by the railing of the altar; on 
arm-chair or folding ct^. 

FAlemian, fa-lemy-ap. Pertaining to 
Falemus, in Italy; especially used to 
describe the wine made in that country. 

FaJlaoioUS, fal-layshus (Latin, fcUlo, 
to deceive). Delusive ; deceji^ve ; applied 
to sophisms in argument, to causes of error 
or mistake. 

Fallow, ffid-lo (Saxon, fialswe, yellow). 
Anciently, yellow ; yellowish ; so«caUed on 
account of the colour which Lmd newly 


tilled or turned presents. Now used 
imply a portion of land on which no seed 
sown, in order that the boU may bo loft ex 
posed to the influence of the atmosphere. 

Fallow Deer. A species of deex 
smaller t]^ the stag, common in parks. 

False Eleel. The timber below tb< 
main keel of a vessel. 

Falsetto, fawl-sotto (Italian). Ir 
music, a term signifying a false voice oi 
artificial manner of singing, produced by 
tightening the ligaments of tho tongue, 
and thus extending tho vocal compass about 
an octave higher. 

Fanatic, fa-nattik (Latin, faiiatims, a 
priest, or attendant in a fane). Wildly 
enthusiastic, especially in religious matterb, 
possessed with a kind of frenzy ; a visionary. 

Fandango, fan-dan^o (Spanish). A 
dance in 3-8, and sometimes in 6-8 time. 
It is a favourite dance in Spain, and 
supposed to bo of Moorish origin. 

Fane (Latin, fanum, a temple). Tho 
habitation or abode of deified personages ; 
a place consecrated to religion ; poetically 
a church or temple. 

Fanfare, fan-far (French). The name 
given in France to a short warlike piece of 
music, composed for trumpets, kettle- 
drums, &o. 

Fanfaronade, fan-faro-nado. A blus- 
tering ; a swaggering ; an ostentatious 
display or trumpeting forth of a person’s 
abilities and virtues. 

Fanion, fan-yun (French). In the 
military art, the name given to a small 
flag, carried along with the baggage. 

Fauligllt, fan-lito. A window in the 
form of an open fan or semicircle ; usually 
placed over a door, 

Fanon, fan-non (French, fanm), A 
scarf -like ornament worn on the left arm 
of a priest during the celebration of mass ; 
also caXled funnel, tuidfannom, > 

Fantasia, fan-tay-zeah (Italian). In 
music, an instrumental composition, sup- 
posed to bo struck off in the heat of the 
imagination, and in which the composer is 
allowed to give free scope to his ideas, 
unshackled by the rules of science. 

Fantastic, fan-tastik (French, fantas- 
tigw). Whimsical; ima^nary; capricious: 
arising from or exhibiting an excess of 
fancy. 

Fantoccini, ftmtok-che-ne (Italkm, 
fanioccio, a pup^t). Dramatic representa- 
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IS, in which puppets are substituted for 

Jig performers. 

'Farce, fars (Latin, farcio, to stuff). A 
pecies of drama, the sole aim and tendency 
rf which is to excite laughter. This term 
was originally applied to a dish stuffed 
with mingled ingredients. 

Farceur, far-sur (French). Literally, 
an actor of farces ; applied to persons who 
are characterised by levity and trifling, 
and who treat every ^ing as a joke. 


Fardel, far-del (Italian, fardello, a 
bundle, or little pack). A package; a 
bundle; a pack-saddle. 

jE'arina, fah-reenah (Latin, far, corn). 
Meal or flour of any species of com or 
starchy root, as potato, arrow-root, &c. ; 
also the pollen, or fine dust, in the anthers 
of plants. 

Farinaceou^ farrin-ayshous (Latin, 
farina, meal). Having the character of 
meal or flour; yielding farina; a term 
applied to food, in distinction from ani- 
mal, vegetable, &c. 


Farrages far-raygo (Latin, farrago, a 
mixture). Literally, a mixture of {far) 
com and other ingredients given to cattle ; 
hence applied to any mixture, medley, or 
confused mass. 

Farrow, far-ro (^Saxon, f»rn, a little 
hog). A litter of pigs; to boar or bring 
forth pigs. 

Farthingale (French, veriugade). A 
hoop -petticoat surrounding the loins: 
circles of hoops, foraied of whalebone, usea 
to extend the petticoat ; answering to the 
crinoline of the present day. 


binding ramparts where the eaith is ua» 
stable, making parapets, &o. 

Fasti, fas-ti (Latin). The ancient 
Roman calendar, wherein were noted the 
several days of the year, with their feasts, 
games, and other ceremonies. 

Fastidious, fas-tiddy-us (Latin, 
tidio, to disdain). Disdainful ; squeamish ; 
despising ordinary or common gratifica- 
tions ; effecting superior tasto or discern- 
ment. 

Fastness, fast-ness (Saxon, feestnesse). 
A stronghold ; a place of security ; a 
fortress ; the state of being fust and firm. 

Fatalism, faytal-izzum (Latin, fatalis, 
pertaining to destiny). The doctrine of 
inevitable necessity ; the belief in an 
unchangeable fate, to which everything is 
subject, and which cannot bo avoided or 
controlled. 

Fata Morgana, fay-tah mawr-gay-nah 
(Italian, /ato, the fairy ; and morgana). 
Tho name mvon to a remarkable condi- 
tion of the atmosphere, presenting 
images of objects in tho water or air. some- 
times doubled and also inverted, oven 
when below the horizon. It most fre- 
quently occurs in the Straits of Messina, 
between Sicily and the coast of Calabria. 

Fates. In mythology, tho Destinies, 
goddesses supposed to preside over the 
birth, life, and death of mortals. They 
were three in number : Clotho, Lachesis, 
Atropr j 

Fatuity, fa-tewy-te (Latin, fatuus, 
silly). Weakness of intellect; imbecility 
of mind; want of reason or common 
sense. 


Fasces, fas-sez (Latin). In Roman 
antiquity, bundles of rods, with an axe in 
the centre of each bundle, carried before 
tho consuls as a badge of their ofl&ce; 
applied generally to an emblem of autho- 
rity. 

Fascia, fay-sheah (Latin). In archi- 
tecture, a broad list, fillet, or band, used 
in architraves and pedestals; the projec- 
tion over a modem shop-window is an 
example of this. 

Fascination, fassy-nayshun (Latin, 
fascinum, witchcraft). The act or power 
of l^witching ; charming ; enchanting ; 
holding in th^dom by charms or the 
powers of pleasing. 

F^cines, fas-seens (French). In forti- 
fication, long, cylindrical faggots made of 
brushwood or small branches of trees, used 
fn constructing batteries, filling up moats, 


Faubourg, fo-boorg (French). A 
suburb. 

Faucet, faw-sit (French, fausset). A 
pipe to be inserted in a cask for drawing 
liquor, and stopped with a peg or spigot. 

Fauteuil, fo-teul (French). An arm- 
chair. 

Faux Jour, fo zhoor (French). False 
light. A term used in the fine arts to 
signify that a picture is placed so that the 
light falls upon it from a different side 
from that which tho painter has rejf^- 
sented it in tho painting. ^ 

Faux-pas, fo-pah (French). A false 
step; a term applied to a blimder in 
behaviour, or an error in moral conduct. 

Favour, fay-vur.* A bow of ribbon, 
sometimes with pendent ribbons attached, 
given by ladies to favourite cbampioiis ii!i 
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tlie tooimmonts of olden times ; and now 
•xelnidvely worn at elections, public cere- 
monies, weddings, christenings, &c. 

Fay {French, ^s). A fairy ; an elf. 

Fealty, fe-al-te (Latin, faith). 
Duty to a superior lord ; fidelity ; faith- 
fulness ; loyalty ; homage. 

Feasibl d,focsy-bul (Latin, /ado, to do). 
That may bo d'^ne ; practicable ; that may 
be used or tilk* 1 as land. 

Feat, feet (French, fail, done). Lite- 
rally, done as it ought to be ; an exploit ; 
an extraordinary dii^lay of skill, strength, 
or daring. 

Febriihge, febry-fuje (Latin, /eln'is, 
fever ; /hyo, to drive away). A medicine 
to allay fever ; anything having the power 
of curing or diiving away fever. 

February, febru-ary (Latin, febi'uo, to 
cleanse by fire or hot water). The second 
month of the year, so called because, at 
this season, the annual purification among 
the ancient Homans took place. 

Fecit, fe-sit (Latin, fedt, he did it). A 
word inscribed by artiiks on their works, to 
indicate the designer. 

Feoula, fek-u-la (Latin, fceces, dregs). 
Any substance derived, by spontaneous 
subsidence, from a liquor. The term is 
BOW commonly applied to the pulverulent 
letter extracted from vegetables by grind- 
then} in water and allowing the fluid to 
/ settle ; the fecula subsides. Starch is an 
example. 

Fecundity, fe-kundit-te (Latin, fee- 
cundo, to msMce fruitful). Fruitfulness ; 
productiveness; applied especially to the 
quality, in fomale animals, of producing 
young in groat numbers ; figuratively, 
fulness of imagination ; richness of inven- 
tion. 

Fiederal, feddy-nd (^tin, feedus, a 
l<IMme). Eelating to a league or inter- 
nAmal contract. A federal government 
Is one formed by the union of several 
sovereign states, each surrendering a 
portion of its power to the central 
authorial as the United States of America. 

^ee. Erimsrily, # loan of land, and 
s^onymbnS wlHi or feud. Fees are 
absmute or llodtea; an absolute lee, or 
fse^iimpU, Is land vmich a man holds to 
oimself and his heflhs for ever, who are 
called tenasta in fee^mpU; hence, in 
modem tlme^ the tmrn denotes an estate 
of inheritanoe. A Umiud ^ is a state 
Umitod or clogged with oertam conditions : 


as a qualified, or 5axe/es, which ceases with 
the existence of certain conditions ; and a 
conditional fee, which is limited to par 
ticulor heirs. Feefamn is a kind of tenure 
without homage, fealty, or other service 
except that mentioned in the feoffment, 
which is commonly the full rontor a fourth 
part of it. 

Feed-pipe* In mechanics, a part of 
the apparatus of a steam-engine, for con- 
veying a regular supply of water to the 
boiler. 

Feign* fain (French, fdndre). To 
pourtray or image ; to form an ideiy or 
conception of something not real ; to relate 
falsely ; to make a false show ; to pretend. 

Feint, faint (French, feinte), A false 
appearance; a false show; pretence. In 
fencing, a pretended thrust at one part of 
the body, to throw an opponent off his 
guard, while the intention is to strike 
another part. 

Felicity, fe-lissy-te (Lat., happy). 
A state of happiness ; prosperity unmixed 
with misfortune ; enjoyment of good. 

Feline, fee-lin (Latin, felis, a cat). 
Pertaining to cats, or to thoir species ; re- 
sembling a cat. 

Fell (Saxon, feUe, cruel). Pierce ; 
cruel; savage; inhuman; also, the hairy 
hides of beasts. 

Felo-de-se, follo-de-so (Latin, a felon 
of himself). In law, one who commits 
felony by suicide, or, being of the years of 
discretion and in his right senses, wilfully 
destroys his own life. 

Felony, fel-ony. In law, any crime 
which incurs the forfeiture of lands and 
goods, except treason, which is a special 
crime. As all crimes punishable by death 
•are felonious, the precise import of the 
word is, in a measure, lost. 

Felucca, fe-lukka (Italian, feluea). A 
light, open vessel, propelled by oars, 
common in the Mediterranean. It has 
this peculiarity, that its helm may be used 
either at the or the stmm. 

Feme, Femme, fam (Freiufii, fmmt), 
A woman. A feme-eoveii is a mfurried 
woman, who is under oovert of 
[ husband, and therefore cannot eue or be 
I sued for debt. A fme^le, an unmarried 
woman. A fetne-^ole merchant, a woman 
wbo carries on trade alone, without her 
husband. 

Femoral, femo-ral (Latin, 
thigh). BeloDg.ng to the thigh. 
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Fen (Saxon, fiim, decayed, withered). 
Iiow-lyinff, marshy land ; a bog ; morass ; 
stagnated or corrupted water. ' 

Fence, fense. That which keeps safe, 
guards, and protects ; also, to parry direct 
quesUons by giving indirect answers. 

Feneetral, fe-nostral ( Latin, /snssfm, a 
window). Pertaining to a window. 


Feof&nent, fef-ment (Latin, fioffare, 
to give one a fief). The grant of a me or 
estate ; a grant in fee-simple. 


Ferocity, fe-rossy-te (Latin, ferox. 
fierce). Fierceness ; savagencM ; wild 
rage ; cruelty. 

Ferruginous, for-rujin*^ (Latin, 
fetrum, iron). Partaking of f .on ; con- 
taining particles of iron ; of tie colour of 
the rust or oxide of iron. 


Fertile, fer-til (Latin, /erfo'fts, fruitftd). 
Productive ; capable of producing abun- 
dantly; plenteous; prolific; inventive. 

Fervour, fer-vur (Latin, ferveot to be 
hot). Heat or warmth ; ardour ; animated 
b}* zeal and earnestness. 

Festal, fes-tal (Latin, festm, festive). 
Pertaining to festivity ; joyous ; gay ; 
mirthful. 


Feudal system, in politios, that system el 
fi^emment by wmeh persons holding In 
feod, fief, or feud, were oound to serve the 
owner of the fee-tample at home or abroad 
in all wars and military expeditiozis when 
required, to which the tenants in fief were 
bound by an oath of fealty. 

Feu-de-joie, fou-dnah-waw. A French 
word for a bonfire, a firing of guns, or 
some pyrotechnic display upon an occasion 
of rejoicing. 

Feuilleton, feu-il-tong (French). The 
bottom part of French newspapers, usuallv 
devoted to light literature, theatrical cri- 
ticism, literary reviews, &c. 

Fiat, fi‘at (Latin, fiat, let it be done). 
In law, a short order or warrant signed by 
a judge, for making out and allowing cer- 
tain processes. In a general sense, an 
order, decree, or command. 

Fibre, fi-bur (French, fibre), A slender 
thread ; a filament of animal, minend, or 
vegetable substances ; the capillary root of 
a plant. 

Fibrine, fi-brin (Latin, fibra, a fibre). 
A principle found in ve^tables as a con- 
stituent of gluten ; and m the living blood 
of animals, constituting muscular fibre. 


Festoon, fes-toon (French, fealan). 
Literally, a garland worn at festivals; 
hence, an ornament in the form of a wreath. 
In architecture and sculpture, an ornament 
in the form of a g^land of flowers, fruits, 
and leaves intermixed and entwined. 


Fictile, fik-til (Latin, fingo, to feign or 
form). / Moulded into form ; manufactured 
by the potter. 

Fief, feof. The French name for an 
estate in lands held from a superior. 


Fetch (Saxon, feccan, to bring to). A 
stratagem ; artifice; trick. Sometimes ap- 
plied to supernatural or imaginary appear- 
ances. 

Fete, fate (French, ffte, from Latin, 
featum, a feast). A festival; a holiday; 
the celebration of an anniversary. 

Fetioism, fotty^sizm. The worship of 
idols among the negroes of Africa. Fetich 
is their name for an idol, or more generally 
fetich is the name which they give to any 
object of worship. Every family has a 
fetich to m^tch, reward, and punish the 
members of the household as they deserve. 

Feud, fude (Latin,>Edss, trust). A right 
to land on condition of militaiw service; 
anything granted by one and held by an- 
other i^>on oath or pledge of fealty. 

Feud, fude (Saxon, foehih). Hatred; 
enmity ; a deadly quarrel. 

Feudal, fu-dal. Pertaining to feuds;, 
fiefs, or fees; oonsuting of feuds or fiefs ; 
amhracing tenures by militaiy service. 


Field Day. In military affairs, a term 
used when a regiment is taken out to the 
field for the purpose of going through exer- 
cises and evolutions ; it is applied conven- 
tionally to any day upon which important 
business is about to be transacted. 

Field Officer. A military olBoer, 
above the rank of a captain, as a major or 
colonel. 

Field of Vision. A technical ex- 
pression for the space or range seen through 
a telescope. It is measured by ^viding 
the angle under which it is seen by the 
angle of vision to the naked eye embracing 
the same field within its view. 

Field Pieces. Small cannons, gene- 
rally from three to twelve pounders, car- 
ried along with «n army. 

Field Worlcs. In fortification, works 
thrown up by an army while engaged In 
besieging a town, or by the bencied in 
defence of a place, or someHmet by an 
army to stren^hen a y ositioii. 
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3^0ri Facias, fi-o-re fay-shus (Latin, 
you may cause it to be done). 
In law, a writ which lies for him who has 
reeoyered in debt or damages, commanding 
the sheriff to levy upon the goods of him 
from whom the recovery was had. 

Fifth. An interval in music, occurring 
in the natural scale, in the fifth place from 
the fundamental. ThQ false ffth is less than 
the fifth by a lesser semitone. 

FijglXient, fig-ment (Latin, fingo. to 
feigns An invention ; a fiction ; something 
feigned or imagined. 

Fimrante, fig-u-rant (French). One 
who dances on the stage in groups or 
figures ; an accessoiy actor who has nothing 
to say ; hence one who figures in a scene, 
but takes no prominent part. Masculine, 

Figuratively, fig^-rativ-le (Latin, 
fingo, to form). JBy a figure ; in a manner 
to ewbit ideas by resemolance : in a sense 
different from that which words originally 
imply ; opposed to literally. 

Figure Head. The figure, effi^, or 
bust on the projecting part of a ship’shead. 

Filament, filla>ment (Latin, JHumj a 
thread). A long thread or fibre, a slender, 
thread-like process. In botany, the long 
thread-like part whichsupports the anther. 

Filial, fil-yal (Latin, a son). Per- 
taining to a son or daughter ; becoming^ of 
a child in relation to his parents ; having 
the character of a son. 

Filigree, flUy-gree (Latin, filum, a 
thread ; granum, a grain). Ornamental 
work in gold, .silver, or any other metal, 
in the manner of threads or grains. 

Fille de Chambre, fee-yul-deh- 
riuunbr (French). A chambermaia. 

Fillip, fil-lip (derivation uncertain). To 
strike with the nail of the finger : a jerk of 
the finger from the thumb ; applied mota- 
phoriciuly to a quick, sudden, helping ao- 
Uon or motion. 

Finale, fe>nah-lay (Italian). In music, 
the oQ&olusion ; the final piece in an opera ; 
the last movements of a s:mphony oon- 
oerto. In a general sense, the winding up 
or oompletion of a thing. 

Finance, fin-nans (French). Bevenue ; 
income ; wemth ; substance : the revenue 
of a state or sovereign ; public resources of 
money. « 

Fine Arts. A term applied to those 
arts which depend chiefiy on montal labour 
and the imagination, combined with manual 


dexterity : called also, polite Timy 

include poetry, music, painting, and s^p 
ture. 

Finesse, fe-ness (French). Literally,. 
fineness ov refinement; nicety, polish, policy 
to an excess; and thus cunning; subtlety 
of countenance ; sly, artful, stratagem. 

Finis, fi-nis (Latin). The end ; as finis 
cor<ynat (ypus, the end crowns the work. ^ 

Finite, fi-nlte (Latin, finis, the end). 
Limited ; bounded ; having an end. 

Finny Tribe. A term applied col- 
lectively to fish, as being furnished with 
fins. 

Fire-ship. A vessel filled with com- 
bustibles, and fitted with grappling-irons, 
which, with the advantage of a favourable 
wind, hook on to the enemy’s vessels, and 
set fire to them. 

Firman, fur-man (Persian, a command). 
A decree issued by the Sultan of Turkey, 
signed with his own cipher or signet, as 
when a pacha or other officer of state is 
appointed. Firman is also the name given 
to a passport which the pachas are in the 
habit of granting to travellers. 

First Fruits. In Church government 
the profits of every spiritual living for one 
year given anciently to the Pope, and after- 
wards to the Sovereign. 

Fiscal, fis-kal (Latin, fiscus, a money- 
bag). Pertaining to the public treasury or 
revenue; exchequer; revenue; treasury. 

Fissure, fish-ure (Latin, fissura), A 
cleft ; a narrow chasm. 

Fits (Norman, /? a) A surname given in 
England generally to the natural children 
of kings or princes of the blood ; as Fitz- 
roy, the son of the king; Fitz-clai’cnce, the 
son of the Duke of Clarence. 

Fixed Stars. Stars which do not ap- 
pear to change their relative situations, as 
distinguished from planets and comets. 

Flaxseic39fiid£-8id(Laiin,>Zacei^ Soft; 
loose; lax; drooping; hanging down by its 
own weight. 

Flag-ofificers. Those who command 
, the several squadrmis of a fleet ; as ad- 
I mirals, vice-aomiralB, rear-admirals. 

I Flagellation, flajjel-layshun (Latin, 

I fiagello, to flog). A whipping, beating, or 
scourging. 

Flagltioxus^ fla-jish-us (Latin, flagi^ 
Hum, a great crime). Atrociouslv wickedi ;* 
shamefully wrong, ^ 
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Flagrltut, flay-^nt (Latin, jlagro, 
to bum). Literally, burning ; henoo, glar- 
hig, idiameloss, notorious. 

Fl^-ship. A sbij) commanded by a 
flag-ofl^er/^o has a right to carry a fliag, 
in distinction from the secondary vessels 
under his command. 

F'lake White. In painting, lead cor- 
roded by the pressing of grapes, or coreuse 
prepared by the acid of grapes. It is of 
Itcdian manufacture, and is characterised 
by the purity of its white. 

Flambeau, flam-bo (French). A 
lighted torch, such as used at illuminations, 
processions, &c. 

* Flamen, flay-men. In Roman anti- 
quity, the name given to the priest devoted 
to the service of any particular deity ; sar- 
castically it is applied to one who puffs— a 
pvffer. 

Flange, flanj. A raised or projecting 
edge or rib on the rim of a wheel : used in 
machinery, to keep the band from slipping 
off ; also fixed on the wheels of railway- 
carriages, to prevent them running off the 
rails. 

Flank. The extreme right and left of 
an army or encampment. To outflank is 
where a body of troops, by increasing its 
front, outstretches the opposing forces. 
Flank, in fortification, is in general any part 
of a work defending another, by a fire 
along the outside of its parapet. 

Flat. In music, a character which 
lowers a note one semitone. 

Flatting. In gilding, the giving the 
work a light touch in places not furnished 
with size, in which there is sometimes a 
very little vormilion. In house-painting, 
th«" 'aiouv 01 finishing without leaving a 
gloss on the surface, by using a greater 
proportion of turpentine and unboiled oil. 

Flatulence, fiattu-lense (Latin, flatus, 
wind). Wind generated in a weak sto- 
mach and intestines by imperfect digestion. 

Flatus, flay-tus (Latin). Wind ; a puff 
of air ; a breath. 

Fleur delis, flur-de-lee (French, flower 
of the lily). A bearing in heraldry in the 
arms of France, representing the lily ; an 
emblem of royalty. 

Flexibility, fleksy-billit-o (Latin,/ec<o, 
to bend). The quahty of being easily bent ; 
^easiness to be persuaded ; pliancy. 

Flexor, fieks-ur. In anatomy, a same 
applied* to certain muscles which serve to 
bend the parts to which they are attached 


in opposition to the extensors, which serve 
to stretch them. 

Flippancy, flippan-se (Welsh, llipanu, 
to maxe smooth). Readiness of tongue ; 
nimblenosB of speech ; talkativeness ; pert- 
ness. 

Floral, flo-ral. Of or belonging to a 
flower; from Flora, the heathen goddess 
of flowers. 

Florid, flor-id (Latin, floris, a flower). 
Bright in colour ; flushed with red ; showy; 
highly ornamented. 

Flotilla, flo-tillah (Spanish, a little 
fleet). A term applied to a fleet of small 
vessels. 

Flotsam, flot-sam. In law, a term for 
goods which are lost by shipwreck, but 
which are found floating in the sea. See 
Jetsam and liagan. 

Fluctuate, fluktu-ate (Latin, fluctm, a 
wave). Literally, to flow or float to and 
fro ; hence, to be wavering, inconstant, un- 
steady, unsettled, uncertain. 

Fluency, fluen-se (Latin, fluo, to flow). 
A ready and constant flow of language; 
copiousness of speech. 

Fluidity, flu-iddy-te (Latin, fluo, to 
flow). The quality of being capable of 
flowing. 

Fluke, fluke. The broad part of an 
anchor which takes hold of the ground; 
also, the tail of a whale. In the game of 
billiards, a successful stroke made without 
design ; hence, in the latter sense, a piece 
of good fortune resulting from an accidental 
circumstance is termed a fluke. 

Flush (German, fliessm, to flow). To 
flow; to come or rush on as a flood; to 
have or give a quick or sudden motion ; to 
flow as the blood to the surface of the body, 
and thus to cause a flush to the cheeks. 

Fluted, flu-ted. Formed in channels, as 
in a pillar, or column. 

Fly-wheel. A large heavy wheel ap- 
plied to steam-engines and other machines, 
for the jpurpose of equalising the effect of 
the moving power. 

Fo, fu. The name under which Buddha 
is worshipped in China. 

Foal, foie (Saxon, folo'). The unweaned 
young of the horse or ass. 

Focus, fo-kus (Latin, foeus, fire), A 
term applied in optics to the point whither 
all the rays of light and heat concentrate or 
converge, or whence they diverge ; a poinn 
of concentration. 
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Fodder, fod*dur (Saxon, fodrt, food). 
Dry food, stored up for cattle, horses, and 
sheep ; as hay^ straw, ko. 

FoBtor, fe>tur (Latin). An efflutia 
arising from the body of ai^als. 

Fog-Bank. An appearance in hazy 
weather, which frequently resembles land 
at a distance, but which vanishes as it is 
approached. 

Foible, foy-bul (French). A moral in- 
ilnnity, or weakness ; a failing ; a fault. 

Foil, foyl (Norman, afolet). To baffle; 
to disable; to render ineffectual; to defeat, 
or cause to fail. 

Foil, foyl (Latin, a leaf). Gild- 
irtg; a coat of metal ou a looking-glass; 
n«)Aoe metaphorically, that which by com- 
o orison or contrast sets off the superiority 
ot something else. 

Foist, foyst (French, faiLsser). To in- 
sert wrongfully, or without warrant; to 
introduce clandestinely ; to intrude or put 
upon. 

Folio, foly-o (Latin, folivM, a leaf). A 
book of the latgest size, formed by once 
doubling the sheet of paper. 

Foment, fo-ment (Latin, foveo, to 
warm). Literally, to cherish with heat; 
thus to apply warm applications to the 
body, and nguratively, to promote by ex- 
citement ; to supply heat for a quarrel. 

Font (Latin, fons), A fountain or 
spring ; especially a stone or marble vessel 
in which the water used in baptism is con- 
tained in the church. 

Forage, for-aje (French, fourrage). 
Food for horses or cattle ; the act of soaroh- 
ing for provisions for horses or cattle ; to 
make on incursion. 

Foray, f o- ray. An irregular and sudden 
incursion in border warfare ; a sudden act 
of pillage, either in peace or in war. 

Forceps, fawr-seps (Latin). A surgical 
instrument constructed on the principle of 
pliers or pincers. 

Foroing, fawr-sing. In horticulture, 
a method of obtaining fruits, flowers, vege- 
tables, ko , , before their season, by the appli- 
cation of heat 

Fore. A nautiicsl term for near the 
item, as ^*fore and aft;” that is, from 
stem to stem. 

Forebode, fore-bode (Saxon, /ore, ho- 
dian). To foreteU; to prognosticate, ap- 
^ed chiefly to the prqgnostioation of evil 
or misfortune. 


Foreclose, fore-klohe. To shut up ; to 
preclude. In law, to exclude or bar the 
equity of redemption on morigagea, and 
thereby cut off the power of the mortgagor 
to redeem the mortgaged property. 

Forefbnd, fore-fend. To hinder; to 
avert ; to prevent approach ; to guard ; tf 
secure. 

Forego, fore-go. To relinquish claim 
to; to refrain from possessing ; to commit 
an act of self-denial ; voluntarily to avoid 
the enjoyment of good. 

Foreign Service. In military affairs, 
a term used to denote garrison service in 
any part of the world out of the United 
Kingdom. 

Foremast. The mast of a ship or 
other vessel which is placed in the fore- 
castle, and carries the foresail and foretop- 
sail yards. 

Forensic, fo-ronsik (Latin, formi, a 
court of judicature). Relating to or be- 
longing to a court of law. 

Foreshortening, foro-sbawrt-ning. A 
term applied in drawing or painting, when 
the limbs of a figure or the entire body 
are shown, so as to be shortened by being 
viewed directly in front, or nearly so, and 
I the spectator seeing;’ little more than its 
i fore-end, or that which is next to him. 

Forestall, fore-stawl (Saxon, fore- 
siollan, to intercept in its way to its stall, 
or station). To pre-occupy ; to anticipate ; 
to be beforehand ; to ouy goods before 
they reach the market. 

Foretop. In a ship, the platform 
erected at the head of the foremast. 

Forlom-hope. In military affairs, 
a detachment of men appointed to lead in 
an assault, to storm a counterscarp, enter 
a breach, or perform any other service 
attended with great and imminent peril : 
ia^a general sense, anything devised or 
undertaken when everythir.g else has 
failed. 

Forma Patep3ri8,fawr-ma paw-pur-is 
(Latin, in the quality or after the manner 
of a poor person). In law, when a person 
has just cause of a suit, and swears bo 
is not worth five pounds sterling, bo is. 
allowed to plead Jhrma pauperu, that ia^ 
bavin£^ counsel and attorneys assigned to 
him without having to pay auy fee. 

Formula, for-mu-la (Latin, forma, a 
form). A prescribed form or order. In 
law, a rule or model established by nutho- 
rity for the fonn and manner of a act^ 





18 d 




instromeDt, pfooeedin^, &o. In ecclesi- 
astical matters, a wntten profession of 
faith. In medicine, the constitution of 
medicine either simple or compound, both 
with respect to their prescription and con- 
sistence. 

ITorte, for-te. In music, an Italian 
term, being a direction to sing with strength 
of voice. 

Forte, fawrt (French). A term applied 
to that &nd of performance in which a 
person's ability is most conspicuous, or in 
which his powers come out the strongest. 

Forte Piano, for-te pe-ahno. Tn music, 
an Italian compound, signifying the art of 
enforcing or ei^eebling the sounds in imi- 
tative melody, as is done in speech. 

Fortification, fawrty-f e-kay shun ( Lat. , 
fortist strong ; /acio, to make). That spe- 
cies of arcmtectura, called military, used 
for defence against the attack of an enemy, 
showing how to strengthen a place with 
rampaits, parapets, moats, and other bul- 
warKS. 

Fortissimo, fawr-tissy-mo. In music, 
a direction denoting that the part is to be 
played very loud, also mai-ked by F F. 

Fortlter in re, forty-tur in re (Latin). 
Firmness in doing anything ; vigorous dis- 
charge of duties. Contrasted with suaviter 
in modo, that is, pleasantness or mildness 
of manner. 

Fortuitous, fawr-tewy-tus (Latin, /or«, 
accident). Happening by chance ; coming 
unexpectedly, or without a known cause. 

Fo mim, fo-rum. In Homan antiquity, 
any public place used as a market^ court of 
law, or place where causes were ludicially 
tried, and where orations were delivered to 
the people. 

Fossil, fos-sil (Latin, from/odao, 
to dig). Dug out of the earth. The term 
is now commonly used substantively to ex- 
press the remains of snlmal or vegetable 
substances found buried in the strata of the 
earth's crust. 

. Foster, fos-tur (Saxon, fottrian). To 
Jursa; to feed; to cherish; to sustain. 
JMs^-6roeA«r, a xmde nursed at the same 
Inreast or fed by the same nurse. Fotter- 
a ^Ud nursed by a woman not the 
mother, or brought up by a man not the 
father. 

Founding. The mechanical art which 
eompriees all the* operations of reducing 
eras, and of smelting and casting 
metals. 


Fracas, frak-ah (French). A noisy 
quarrel ; a disturbance ; a breach of the 
peace. 

Fraction, frak-shun (Latin, ^ayo, to 
break). A part of a whole ; a broken part ; 
the act of violating any obli^tion or treaty. 
In arithmetic and algebra, a combination 
of numbers representing one or more parts 
of a unit or integer; thus tbree-fourtus is 
a fraction, formed by dividing a unit into 
four equal ports, and taking one part three 
times. Fractions are divided into vulgar 
and decimal. V ulg^ fractions are expressed 
by two numbers with a line between them. 
Decimal fractions include every fraction, 
the denominator of which is ten, or a power 
of it. 

Fracture, frak-ture (Latin, fran^Oj -lO 
break). A breach ; a rupture ; a discon- 
tinuity. A breaking in any body, especial \y 
when caused by violence. In surgery, the 
breaking of any bone by an external act of 
violence. It is simple, when the bone on^ 
is divided ; compound, when the bone is 
brok'^n, with a laceration of the integu- 
ments. 

Fragile, fraj-il (Latin, frango, to 
break). Easily broken; brittie; weak; 
readily destroyed. 

Franc, frank. A French coin worth 
twenty sous, or about tenpence sterling. 

Franchise, fran-ohiz (French, franc, 
free). A particular privilege or right 
granted by a sovereign to an individual or 
body of individuals. A franchise is any 
especial political privilege, giving a power 
to do something, and may be vested either 
in bodies politic in borough towns, or in 
individuals. 

Franciscans, fran-siskans. The mem- 
bers of the monastic order of St. Francis, 
established in the year 1208. 

Frank (French, free). Candid ; 
ingenuous ; undisguised ; disposed to de- 
cide one's views freely; without conditions 
or compensation. 

Frank, a name given by the Turks, 
Arabs, and Greeks, to any of the inha- 
bitants of the western part of Europe. 

Frankincense, frankin-sense (frwk 
and incense, from its giving out a diffusive, 
agreeable odour when burned or heated). 
An odoriferous gum, supposed to be the 
(^banum of commerce. 

Fraternal, frah-ternal CUtin, iNUr, 
brother). Brotherly ; pertidning to^ et 
beoomhig brothers. 
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Fratricide, fratry-side (Latin, frater, 
brother; cosdOf to killi. The muraer of 
ft brother ; one who kilis his brother. 

Fraught, frawt (Dutch, freight), 
laden; ourdenod; charged; completely 
Wed with. 

Freebooters, free-boot-urz (German, 
freibeutert^ A set of adventurers of all 
nations, who displayed great courage in 
execiiting the most hazardous plundering 
enterprises. In a general sense, the term 
is applied to any one who regards the 
universe as his property, and appropriates, 
either by stealth or force, the possessions 
of others. 

Freehold, froe-hold. Land or tene- 
ments held in fee-simple, fee-tail, or for 
life. Freehold in deed is real possession. 
Freehold in latv is the right of a person to 
lands, &c., but does not imply possession. 
The term freehold is sometimes taken in 
opposition to villenago. 

Freestone. A durable and hard kind 
of grit-stone, but somewhat finer and 
smoother. It is called free, because it cuts 
freely in any direction : Portland stone is 
of this kind. 

Freethinker, free-think-or. A name 
given generally by way of reproach to a 
person who reiects the authority of Divine 
revelation. It is used in the same sense 
as Deist. 

Freezing-point. The point in the 
thermometer, *32° above zero (Fahrenheit), 
where it begins to freeze. 

Freight, frate (Dutch, vragt). The 
cargo or lading of a ship ; the amount 
charged for the transportation of goods. 

Fresco, fres-ko (Italian). Coolness; 
freshness of air. In painting, a picture not 
drawn in glaring light, but in dusk. A 
frtsco painting XA a picture in water-colours 
on a wall of fresh or recent mortar. 

Freshman, fresh-man. A novice; one 
of the youngest class in a college. 

Fretwork, fret-wurk. Eaised work ; 
work adorned with frets or architectural 
ornaments. It is sometimes used to fill up 
and enjtioh flat, empty spaces ; but is mostly 
practiaed on roofs, which are fretted over 
vrith pla«tor-work. 

Friable, fiiah-bul (Latin, that 

may bo crumbled). Easily crumbled or 
pulverised ; readily reduced to powder. 

Friar, fn-ar (French, /r#r«, a brother). 
A term common to monks of all orders ; 
there being a kind of firateraSfcy or brother- 


hood between the several religious persons 
of the same monastery^. Friars are gene- 
rally distinguished into four principal 
branches 1. Minors, grey friars, or Fran* 
oiscaus ; 2. Augustines ; 8. Dominicans, or 
black friars; 4. White friars, or Carmelites. 

FricaBce, frikah-soo (French). A dish 
prepared by cutting chickens, rabbits, or 
other small animals into pieces, and dresS' 
ing them in strong sauce. 

Frieze, freez (French, /nVr, to curl or 
crisp). In architecture, ,that part of the 
entablature between the architmve and cor- 
nice ; usually enriched with figures and or- 
naments ; also, a coarso kind of woollen 
stuff. 

Frigate, frig-gato (French, fi-egaie), A 
ship of war, larger than a sloop or brig, 
and smaller than a ship of tho line, usuaUy 
having two decks, and furnished with from 
30 to 44 guns. Frigate-huilt is when tho 
(marter-deok and forecastle are raised above 
the main deck. 

Frigid, frij-id (Latin, /j iV/eo, to be cold). 
Chill or cold ; wanting warmth, zeal, or 
affection ; without vivacity or liveliness ; 
dull; heavy; toipid. 

Friseur, free-zur (French, /nW, to 
curl). A hair-dresser. 

Frith (Latin, f return^. In geography, a 
narrow inlet of the sea at the mouth of a 
river, as the FHth of Forth, Galway Fiith, 
&c. It is generally written and pronounced 
firth in Scotland and the North of England. 

Frontier, ftront-yer. The border, con» 
fine, or extreme part of a kingdom or pro- 
vince, bordering on another country. 

Frontispiece, fnintis-peeco. In archi- 
tecture, an old term for tho front of a 
building. In engraving, it means that page 
which faces the title of a book, whatever 
the subject may be, although formerly it 
meant the engraved title-page itself. 

Froward, fro-waurd (Saxon, 
weard). Averse or perverse; peevish ; re- 
fractory; ungovernable. 

Fructification, frukty-fe-kayshun 
(Latin, /ntcftw, fruit ; /ero, to bear). Tho 
■bearing of fruit; bringing forth; pro- 
ducing ; tho making or rendering profit- 
able and useful. 

Frugivorous, froo-jiwo-ms (Latin, 
fi'ugeSf com ; wro, to eat). Feeding on 
com, fruits, or seeds, as birds. 

Fruition, froo-isshijn. (Latin, jOwr, 
to use or enjoy). Enjoyment; possession ; 
ploa5m*e derived from use or possession^ 
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Frutesoenty froo-tes-sont (Latin, 

€esco, to grow dbrubby). Shrubby ; grow- 
ing uke a shrub. 

Fuoat^d, fu-kayted (Latin, fuatm, 
painted). Coloured; Tomishod; disused 
with paint* 

Fugacious, fu-ga^shus (Latin, Aoio, 
to flee). Flying or fleeing away; volatue. 

Fugleman, fugel-man (Gorman, 

In military tactics, a woll-driiled 
soldier, appointed to stand in front of the 
line, and give the time in the manual and 
platoon exercises ; called fiugelman. 

Fugue, fewg (Latin, jhiga, flight). A 
composition in music, in which the parts 
follow each other, repeating the subject at 
intervals above and below. 

Fulcrum, ful-krum (Latin). The prop 
or support on which a lever is sustained, 
and about which it moves. In raising a 
stone, the body on which the lever rests is 
the fulcrum. 

Fulling, ful-ling. The art or practice 
of thickening cloth, and making it compact 
and Arm in a mill. 

Fulminate, fulmin-ate (Latin, 
a thunderbolt). To thunder; to throw 
forth light or lightning ; to menace or de- 
nounce loudly; to issue denunciation or 
Papal censure. 

Fulsome, ful-sum (Saxon,/wWe). Liter- 
2^\yJ'ouUome; nauseous; offensive in smell; 
rank; gross. 

Fumigation, fewmy-gayshun (Latin, 
Junius, smoke). The diffusion of certain 
vapours through the air, for the purpose of 
destroying contagion and infection ; vapour 
raised by smoke. 

Funambulist, fu-nam-bu-list (Latin, 
funis, a rope ; amhulo, to walk). A rope 
dancer ; a performer on a rope. 

Function, funk-shun (Latin, fungor, 
to discharge). In a general sense, per- 
formance of an object, of an office, or duty; 
an office, faculty, or power ; employment ; 
charge. 

Functionary, funkshun-ary (Latin, 
fungor, to discharge). One who holds an 
office of trust. 

Fundamental, funda-mental (Latin, 
fundus, ground). Pertaining to the foun- 
dation; that upon which anything may 
stand or rest, be set, raised, or established; 
a source whence anything may rise or 
spring. 

Funds, (latin, fundus, ground). Stock ; 
(capital; investment. The con- 


sist of money lent to Government on the 
national securities, at a cei'tain rate of in- 
terest. Sinking fund, money appropriated 
by the Government towards the liquidation 
of tho National Debt. 

Fungus, fun-gus (Latin, fimgw, a 
mushroom). A mushioom, toa<lstool, or 
similar excresconcse. In surgery, a spongy 
inflammation or cancer, of a softer texture 
than tliat which is natural to the part 
where it grows. Plural, fungi. 

Furlough., fur-lo (Dutch, v&rlof, leave). 
Leave of absence from military service. 

Furtive, fur-tiv (Latin, fur, a thief). 
Obtained by theft ; stolen ; especially ap- 
plied to a movement of the eye, commonly 
termed a stolen glance. 

Fusee, fu*zeo (Latin, fusus, a spindle). 
In clock-work, tho conical part, around 
which is wound tho chain or cord of a 
watch or clock, thus constructed to equalise 
the power of the main-spring. In gunnery, 
the tube fixed into a bomb or grenade sbelL 
It is usually a wooden pipe, filled with com* 
busable matter, to fire the contents of the 
shell. 

Fusiform, fewzy-form (Latin, fusus, 
aspindlo ;/oma, a sh'ape). Spindle-shaped, 
like tho root of a carrot. 

Fu8ileq;r, fewzy-leer. A soldier be- 
longing to the light infantry: fusileors 
wore formerly armed with a small kind of 
musket called a fusil ; but they are now 
armed tho same as other infantry soldiers. 

Fusion, fu-zhun (Latin, fusum, from 
fundo, to pour out). The process of con- 
verting a solid into a liquid by boat ; figu- 
ratively, union, as of parties, companms, 
&c. 

Fustian, fust-yan (French, futain^, 
A description of cotton stuff, ribbed on one 
side : applied metaphorically to a style of 
speaking or writing affectedly fine or in- 
flated. See Bombast. 

FatUe, f u-til (Latin, fuiUis), Trifling ; 
wortliloss ; answering no valuable purpose ; 
ineffectual. 

a. 

Gable, gay-bul (German, gi^l). In 
architecture, the triangular or sloping end 
of a house, &c., usuaUy called the galle* 
end, 

Gsslic, ) gay-lik (from Gael, Gaul, Gal* 

Qalic, ) Ha), An epithet used to denote 
whatever pertains to the Gaels ; Cedtio 
tribes in the North of Scotland ; the laa* 
guage of the Highlanders of Scotland. 
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Uaiity for father, old father, old fellow. 

Gala, gaydah (Spaniah). Festivity; 
jthow. Utda day, a day of show and fes- 
tivity, on which persons appear in their 
bMt apparel. 

Galaxy, gal-aksy (Latin, gala, milk). 
In astronomy, the milky way; hence ap- 
plied to an assemblago of handsome and 
witty pei'sons, as a cluster of stars, 

Gallic, ^Mik. Pertaining to France, 
formerly called Gaul. 

Gallimaufiry, gally-mawfry TFrenoh, 
galimafree), A nodge-podge ; a hash ; a 
medley ; any inconsistent or ridiculous 
mixture. 

Galloway, gallo-way. A horso of a 
small species, first bred in Galloway, Scot* 

laad. 

Galvanism, galvan*izzum. A branch 
of phy^cal science, by which electricity is 
produced by connecting dissimilar metals, 
and an intervening oxidating fluid. So 
called from Galvani, the discoverer. 

Gammer, gam-mur. A term ^plied 
to an old woman, answering to gaffer, as 
oharacteristic of an old man. 

Gamut. gam*ut (Greek, ganuna). A 
scale on wnich musical notes are written 
or printed, consisting of lines and spaces, 
which are named after the first seven letters 
of the alphabet. 

Garbled, ^r-buld (Italian, garlellare). 
Anything picked or sifted out to serve a 
particular purpose, and thus destroy and 
mutilate the fair character of the whole ; 
especially applied to statements, repre- 
sentations, &c. 

Garcon, gar-song (French). Waiter; 
attendant. 

Gtoislx, gay-rish (Saxon, gearwian). 
Gaudy; showy; ostentatious; hne,orgay. 

Gamlsbee, ^-nish-ee (Saxon, ys- 
warian, to take need). In law, a thud 
party m whose hands money is attached 
within the liberties of the City of London, 
by prooees out of the Sheriffs* Court. So 
called because he has received garnishment, 
or toasmiing* not to pay the money to the 
defendimt, out to appear and answer to the 
suit. 

Garriaom gany-sun (French, gamison, 
provision). Theforoeprovided tor the de- 
fenoeof a place prepared or fortified against 
attack ; the plai^ iWlf. 


Gaxrote, gar-rot. A mode of inflicting 
capital puidshment in Spain, by means of a 
collar which is tightly screwed round the 
neck of the criminal, while seated with his 
back to an upright Mard to which the ap- 
paratus is affixed : also a mode of assaulting 
a person by attacking him from behind, and 
pressing tne hands around his throat until 
suffocation or unconsciousness is produced. 

Garrulity, gar-ruly-te (Latin, ganmlus, 
chattering). Talkativeness ; loquacity ; a 
propensity to prattling or babbling. 

Garter. The highest order of knight- 
hood in Great Britain. It was instituted 
by Edward the Third. The knights are 32 
in number, and rank in personal dignity 
after the peerage. 

Gasconade, gas-ko-nade. An idle 
boast; bragging; bravado. So called from 
Gascon, an inhabitant of Gascony, to whom 
the vice of idle boasting was attributed. 

Gastric, gas-trik (Greek, gaster, the 
stomach). Pertaining to the stomach or 
abdomen. Gastric juice is the liquor 
which digests the food in the stomach 
of animals. 

Gastronomy, gas-tronno-me (Greek, 
gaster, the stomach ; nemos, a rule). The 
science of good eating ; tbe art of selecting 
delicate and well-prepared food. 

Gauoherie, go-sher-e (French). Awk- 
wardness; dumbness; untowardoess. 

Gauntlet, gahnt-let (French, gtmidei). 
A glove or covering for the protection of 
the hand : it wao customary to throw down 
one of these bytTay of challenge ; hence the 
term of ** throwing down the gauntlet.** 

Gavel-kind, gav-el-kind (Saxon,y^a?i, 
given ; call, to ^ ; cyn, the next of kin). 
A tenure in England by which land descends 
from a father to all his sons in equal por- 
tions; and the land of a brother dyii^ 
without issue is inherited equally by all his 
brothers. This custom particularly prevails 
in the county of Kent. 

Gazelle, ga-zell. An animal partaking 
of the nature of door and goat, remarkable 
for the prominenoe and soft expression of 
its eyes. 

Gazette. A newspaper. The GautU is 
a record of important passing events pub- 
lished by authority, as Govemment appoint- 
ments ; promotions in the army and navy ; 
bank^tcies ; dissolutions of partnership, 
&c. The name is derived from gasoUa, a 
Venetian coin, whioh was the usual pxioa ot 
the first paper printed in Venice. 
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QelatinouB, je-luty-nua (Latin, gdu, 
host), Besembliog jelly; sticky; adho- 
sive ; viscous. 

Gendarme, slion«darm. A kind of 
armed policeman employed in France, and 
other places on the Coiitinout. 

Genealogy, jeeny-allo-jo (Greek, ^enos, 
a generation ; logos, a discourse). History 
of the descent of a person or family from 
an ancestor; onumemtiou of ancestors; 
pedigree. 

GeneraliBsimo, jencrali-lissy-mo (Ita- 
lian). The commander-in-chief of an army 
or military f orco. The supreme commander. 

Generate, jenny-rate (Latin, genero, to 
beget). To beget ; to breed or bring forth ; 
to propagate ; to produce ; to form. 

Gteneric, je-nerik (Latin, ^enus, a kind). 
Pertaining to a gonUs or kind ; compre- 
hending a genus ; distinguishing one genus 
from another. 

Genial, j eeny-al (Latin, genialu ) . Caus- 
ing production ; supporting life ; producing 
cheerfulness ; agreeable to nature ; kind ; 
lively. 

Genii, jeeny-i (Latin). An imaginary 
race of beings created from fire, between 
man and angels, and having bo(lies which 
they can metamorphiso at pleasure. 

Genital, jenny-tal (Latin; genitalis). 
Pertaining to generation. 

Genitive, jenny-tiv (Latin, genitivus). 
In grammar, an epithet for a case in the 
dedension of nouns, expressing primarily 
the thing from which something also pro- 
ceeds. The genitive case is the second of 
the Latin and Greek nouns, and answers to 
the possessive of the English. 

Genius, jeony-us (Latin). The natural 
bent or disposition of the mind ; the powers 
or faculties with which man is bom ; a per- 
son of great mental power. The good genius 
and the evil genius were, among the an- 
cients, supposed presiding spirits that exer- 
cised a controlling influence in the affairs 
of individuals, and regulated their destiny, 

Gentoo. jen-too. A word employed by 
Europeans in the East Indies to designate 
the language and people of that country; a 
follower of the religion of the Brahmins. 

! Gtenukection, jennu-flekshun (Latin, 
genu, the knee ; fiecHo, a bendinp:). The 
act of bending tee knee, or kneeling, par- 
ticularljr in religious won^p. Written also, 
genuflexion. 

Genus, je-nus (Greek, gems, a family). 
;Xn natural history, asub-dxvision of any elm 
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or order of natural beings, whether of the 
animal, vegetable, or mineral kingdoms, all 
agreeing in certain common characters ; a 
collection of species. In logic, a universal, 
which is predicated of many things as the 
material or common part of thoir essence, 

Gteocentric, je-o-sentrik (Greek, ge, the 
earth; kentron, a centre). In astronomy, 
applied to an orbit having the earth for its 
centre; having the same centre as the 
earth. 

Geognosy, jc-ogno-so (Greek, ge, the 
earth; gnosis, knowledge). That part of 
natural history which treats of the struc- 
ture of the earth; a term nearly synony- 
mous with geology. 

Gteolo^y, jo-ollo-je(Greok, ge^ tho earth ; 
logos, a discourse). The science of the 
structure of the earth ; its component parts, 
nature, mutations, &c. 

Geometry, je-ommy-tree ^reek, ge, 
the earth; a measure). The science 

which treats of the dimensions of lines, 
solids, and surfaces, 

Georgic, jawr-jik (Greek, ge, the earth : 
ergon, work). A rural poem; a poetical 
composition relating to tho tillage or culti- 
vation of tho earth. 

Qormination, jermy-nayshun (Latin, 
germen, a shoot). In botany, the first act 
of sprouting or shooting into life ; the time 
in which seeds vegetate. 

Gorund^ jer-und (Latin, gemndium). 
In the Latin grammar, a kind of verbal 
noun, partaking of the nature of a par- 
ticiple. 

Gesticulation, jes - tikku - layshun 
(Lat. , gestus, a^gosture). The general action 
or motion of tho body : the exhibition of 
certain postures or motions ; antic tricks. 

Qowgaw, gu-gaw (Saxon, ge-aaf, a 
plaything). A showy trifle ; a bauble ; a 
toy. 

GHaut, gawt. Properly, a pass through 
a mountain ; bat in tlm East Indies used to 
denote any extensive dhain of hills. 

Ghoul, gowl. A demon supposed to 
feed on the dead. 

Gibbous, gib-bus {leXm, giJbbus). Con- 
vex; projecting; prominent; standing or 
rising out. 

Gigantic, ji-gantik. Of giant- like pro- 
portions ; immense size or stature ; enor- 
mous; huge. 

Girondists, zhe-rondiste. A r^b- 
lioan party in France, whose name was do* 


144 


GTS 


GEA 


rived from Gironde, the department whence 
most of the distinguished members came. 

Gist, jist (J<Yench, gmr). In law, the 
point of a question ; applied generally to 
that upon wnich an argument rests. 

Given. In mathematics, a term syno- 
nymous with hn,Mt^n. If a quantity bo 
known, it is called a givm quantity. 

Glacier, glas-o ur (Latin, glaciOy to con- 
ceal). A name given to a held or immense 
mass of ice formed in dcop but elevated 
valleys, or on the sides of the Alps or other 
mountains. 

Gladiator, gladdy-ay tur (Latin, gloMns^ 
a sword). Literallv, a sword-fighter ; ex- 
tended in its application to fighters or 
“jornbatants with weapons of various 
orts. 

Gland (Latin, glandisy an acorn). A 
small substance in the animal frame com- 
posed of various tissues, blood-vessels, 
norvos, &c. ; and enveloped in a coat, bear- 
ing some resemblance to a kernel. 

Glebe, gloeb (Latin, qUha^ turf). The 
unbroken mass, the closed pressed surface 
of the soil or ground j generally, the soil or 
ground; especially land belonging to a 
parish church or bonefico. 

Glib (Dutch, glippen). Smooth; slip- 
pery; voluble; smooth-tongued. 

Gloamin, glo-min (Saxon, glomung), 
Tne evening twilight. 

Globular, glob-ular. Shaped like a 
globe ; spherical ; having the form of a 
small ball or sphere. 

Globule, glob-ule. A little globo; a 
small mrticle of matter of spherical form ; 
the v^iclo by which homoeopathic medi- 
cine is chiefly administered. 

Glossary, gtossar-e (Latin, glossaf a 
dialect). An explanation; an interpreta- 
tion; a dictionary or vocabulary, explain- 
ing obscure or obsolete words. 

Gluten, glu-ten (Latin). A viscid elastic 
substance of a greyish colour, produced by 
the decomposition of flour, or other vege- 
taUe substances. ' 

Glycerine, glfsser-een (Greek, glyhenros. 
sweet). The sweet principle con^ned in 
the different oils, as formed in the process 
of saponiflcatkci. 

Gnome, nome (Greek, gwmm, an in- 
terproter). . A name given to certain ima- 
ginary people, supposed to inhabit the 
inner parts of the earth. 


Goal, golo (French, §mU» a pole or 
stake). The point set to bound a race, and 
towards which the racers run ; in a general 
sense, that point to which ouc course is 
directed, and at which it ends ; also, from 
which it commences, and to wbknit returns. 

Gondola, gon-do-lah (Italian). A flat, 
long, and narrow boat, chiefly used on the 
canals at Venice. Gondolier , a man who 
rows a gondola. 

Good by. A familiar phrase in bidding 
farewell ; a contraction of God be with 
you.” 

Gordian knot, gawrdy-an not. Very 
intricate ; difficult of unravelling ; to out 
the gordian knot is to remove a difficulty 
by bold or unusual measures. This ex- 
pression takes its rise from Oordme, King 
of Phrygia, who tied a knot of an intricate 
nature on tho harness of his chariot ; and 
he who undid this knot was, according to 
prophecy, to be lord of all Asia. Alexander 
the Great, with a determination either to 
fulfil or elude tho prophecy, cut the knot 
asunder with his sword ; and thus termi- 
nated the difficulty. 

Gorgon, gawr-gun. A term poetically 
applied to an^hing very hideous or fright- 
ful; so callea after the Gorgons, certain 
monsters in tho heathen mythology. 

Goth. One of an ancient and distin- 
guished tribe or nation which inhabited 
Scandinavia, now known as Sweden and 
Norway; applied to a rude, uncivilised 
person, or one wanting intelligence and 
manners. 

Gothic Architecture, A stvle of 
architecture in which pointed arches of 
greater height than breadth, and a pro- 
fusion of ornaments, in imitation of leaves 
and flowers, are the principal character- 
istics. 

Gourmand, goor-mond (French). A 
glutton ; one who constitutes eatixig his 
chief pleasure and delight. 

Goxirmet, goor-may (French). A wine- 
bibber; a wine-taster; a connoisseur of 
wine. 

Gout, goo (French). Taste ; relish. 

Gradation, gray-dayshun (Latin, 
du9f a step). Regular progress from one 
degree to another; processing step by 
step ; a degree in any order or series. 

Gradient, grady-ent (Latin, a 

step). A term denoting the degree of 
ascent or descent on any portion of a line 
of railway. Thus, an molined plane four 
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hiiles long, with a total fall of thirty-six 
feet, is described as having a jp'adient of 
nine feet per mile. The temi is al.so used 
to designate an inclined plane, having a 
small inclination. 

Graduate, grad-u-ate (Latin, gradus, 
a stop). To advance by degrees ; to honour 
' with academical, degrees. A graduate of 
the University is one who has received a 
degree. 

Gram, IGram. The unity of weight 

Gramme, J in the French system, about 
fifteen and four-ninths grains troy. 

Graminivorous, grammy-niwo-rus 
(Latin, gramerit grass ; voro, to oat). 
Subsisting wholly on grass or vegetable 
food. Animals thus subsisting are termed 
graminivorous. 

Grand Jury. In law, the jury which 
finds bills of indictment against offenders. 
These, when a true bill is found, are after- 
wards tried before a petty jury. 

Grandiloquence, gran-dillo-kwons 
(Latin, g%'andiSj great; loquor^ to speak). 
Lofty speaking ; pompousness of stylo. 

Granivorous, gi’an-iwo-ms (Latin, 
granuiHf grain; voro, to oat). Subsisting 
on grains or com. 

Granulated (Latin, granum, a 
grain). Consisting of grains; resembling 
grains. 

Grapesliot. In artillciy, a combina- 
tion of small shot put into a thick canvas 
bag, and corded so as to form a kind of 
cylinder. 

Graphic, graf-ik (Greek, graphoj to 
write). Skilfully expresssed; described 
vividly and with accuracy ; iiourtrayed in 
a masterly manner. 

Gratis, graytis (Latin). Free of charge ; 
without pay ; gratuitously. 

Gravitation, grawy-taysUun (Latin, 
gravitas^ gravity). The act of tending to 
the centre of attraction ; the force by which 
bodies' are attracted. 

Gregarious, gro-gary-us (Latin, grex, 
a flock). Having the habit of flocking or 
herding together ; living in common ; not 
solitary. 

Gregorian, gre-gory-an. Pertaining 
to Pope Qregoi'y, as the Gregonan calendar, 
the Gregonan ^ock, &c. A species of 
chaunt is also so called. 

Grenadier, ^enna-doer. Originally a 
soldier armed with a sword, musket, and 
bayonet, and a poucliful oi grenades. 


Griffffn. A fabulous animal, part hen 
and part eagle. It is the symbol of strengtn, 
swiftness, courage, prudence, and vigilance. 

Grist. Com to be ground, or that 
which is crushed at one time ; provender. 

Groined, groynd (Swedish, grena, to 
divide). Having an angular curve caused 
by the intersection of two semi-cylinders or 
arches. Grained ceiling is one formed by 
three or more curved surfaces, so that 
every two may form a groin, all the groins 
terminating at one oxl^mity in a common 
point. 

Grotesque, gro-tesk (French). Whim- 
sical ; fantastic; ludicrous; ‘wildly formed 5 
singular looking ; odd. ' 

Guerdon, ger-dun (French). A re- 
ward} requital; recompense. 

Guerilla, ge-rillah (Spanish, guerilla, 
a little war). A term applied to an irre- 
gular mode of carrying on war against an 
enemy by the constant attacks of inde- 
pendent bands. 

Guild, gild (Saxon, geld), A society^ ex 
fraternity ; a corporation ; an association 
especially for carrying on commerce. 

Gulf. In geography, a broad, capacious 
bay, which, when very extensive, takes the 
name of a sea; as the Gulf of Venice, 
called also the Adriatic Sea. 

Gusto, gus-to (Italian). Relish; taste; 
the power which anything excites sen- 
sation on the palate ; intellectual taste. 

Gutta. gut-tah (Latin). A drop: as 
gutta percha ; gutta serena, &c. 

Guttural, gut-tural (French). Per- 
taining to the throat ; formed in the throat ; 
more especially applied to a certain kind 
of pronunciation, as in the German and 
Welsh languages. 

Gymnastic, jim-nastik (Greek, gymna- 
sion, a place 0^ exercise). Pertaining to 
athletic exorcises for health. 

Gynarchy, jin-arky (Greek, gym, a 
female; arche, rule). Government by a 
female. 

Gypsum, jip-sum (Latin). A mineral 
used as a manure; sulphate of lime; 
plaster of Paris. 

Gyration, ji-rayshun (Latin, gyro, to 
turn round). The act of turning round ; a 
circular motion. 

^ Gyromancy,jero-mansy(Gwok,^j;^. 
a circle; divination). Asp<^pmof 

divination, performed by dnk'Wifi^ a Cirtd# 
and walking round it. 
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Hflibeaa Cozpus, haybo-ai kor-pus 
tijatln» hc^to, to Eavo ; con-ptui, body). A 
writ of various uses and of different im- 
portance; but the most celebrated is the 
laieM eorpm ad suljidendvmt which a man 
who is agmeved, or supposes himself to be 
so, may have out of the Queen’s Bench, 
diiectea to the person detaining him^ and 
oommancUng him to produce the prisoner 
and bring the prosecution to open trial, 
instead of prolonging his imprisonment. 

Habendlim, hab-endum. In law, a 
word of form in a deed or conveyance, 
which must consist of two parts, namely, 
the memiseB, and the habendum, that is, 
'‘to nave and to hold.” 

Habitat, habby-tat (contraction of ha- 
bitation), A term used by naturalists to 
denote the natural abode or locality of an 
animal; and by botanists, the nature of 
the situation in which a plant grows. 

Habitude, habby-tude (Latin, haleo, 
what we have). Internal state exhibited 
in acts ; customary mode of life. 

Habitue, hab-bittu-ay (French). A 
frequenter; an habitual visitor. 

Heemorrhagre, hemmo-rage (Greek, 
hcema, blood ; reanyo, to burst). In patho- 
logy, a flux of blood from any part of the 
b<my. 

Halberd, hal-burd (French, lealleharde). 
A military weapon, consisting of a pole or 
shaft of wood, naving a head armed with a 
steel point, with a cross-piece of steel, flat 
and pointed at both ends. 

Halcyon Hays, halsh-yun daze. A 
name anciently given to the seven days 
which preceded and followed the winter 
solstice, when the weather was very calm. 
The eapression now signiflos a time of 
calmness and tranquillity. 

Halliards, hal^yards (from Me, or 
naul, and yards). Jdopes or tackle usually 
employed in hoisting and lowering sails, 
ho*f to their respective places. 

Halluoination, hal-lewsy-nayshun 
(Lat., haUwinor, to blunder). An offence 
against tibe light of reason ; error; blunder ; 
delusion; mistake. 

Halo, bay-lo (Greek, halos, an area). 
A meteor in the form of a luminous ring, 
i^pearing round the sun, moon, or stars. 

Hamlet, ham*l6t (Saxon, Aom. a house 
or village). A Tillage or small citister of 
houses. 




Hammer cloth, ham-mur kloth. The 
cloth which covers a coach-box, so called 
from the old practice of carrying a hammer, 
nails, &o., to execute repairs, and which 
were plaoed in a pocket hidden by this 
cloth. 

Hanaper, honah-pur (Normam hamp, 
a cup or hamper). An office in dhanceiy 
under the direction of a master, whose clerk 
receives the fees due to the Crown for 
charters, patents, commissions, and writs. 
The hanap was a kind of basket, used by 
the ancient kings of England for holding 
and carrying with them their money as 
they travelled from place to place. ^ 

Handicraft, handy-kraft (Saxon, Aawd* 
craeft). Work performed by the hands; a 
trade carried on by manual labour. 

Handsel, han-sel (Danish). The first 
act of using anything ; to try experiment- 
ally; to make experiments; an earnest; 
money for the first sale. 

Hanker, hangk-ur (Dutch, hunleren). 
Literally, to hang about ; to loiter or linger, 
as unwilling to quit ; to long after or for ; 
to keep or continue in a state of longing ; 
a strong and restless desire to possess any- 
thing. 

Ha;ply,hap-le. Perhaps; peradventure ; 
it may oe ; by chance or mere accident. 

Horanrae, ha-rang (French). To spoak 
aloud ; to address an audience or multitude ; 
a popular oration ; doclamatiou ; a noisy, 
pompous, or irregular address. 

Harbinger, harbin-jur (Dutch, herben- 
ger, one who looks out for a hai'bour for 
another). A forerunner ; that which comes 
before, to prepare for and announce the 
approach of something else. 

Hardihood, hardy-hood. Boldness, 
united with firmness and constancy of 
mind. 

Haricot, harry -ko (French). A kind 
of ragout of vegetables and meat; the 
kidney-beau. 

Harpy, har-pe (Latin, haipyia), A 
poetical monster of the bird kind, fabled 
to have had the faco of a woman, the claws 
and wings of a bird ; remarkable for rapa- 
ciousness, and on that account used to 
signify a ravenous or exceedingly eovetouF 
person; an extortioner ; a plunderer. 

Hatchment, hatsh-ment (corrupted 
from achievemni). In heraldiy, the arms 
of a deceased person, painted on a square 
board, and suspended on the front of a 
mansion, or on the wall of a ohnrch. 
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Hatchway. An opening in the 4eck 
of a ship, to afford an entrance into the 
hold, or to allow of a passage from one 
deck to another. 

Hautboy, ho-boy (French, haui, high ; 
hois, wood). A musical instrument, so 
called on account of its producing pecu- 
liarly high notes ; especially as contrasted 
with the bassoon. 

Hauteur, ho-tur (French). Pride ; in- 
solence ; haughty manner or spiiit. 

HautgOUt,ho-^oo (French). Anything 
having a strong relish, taste, or scent. 

Haversack, hav-or-sak (French, avoir, 
to have ; sac, ^ag). A coarse linen bag 
issued to every soldier, proceeding on ser- 
vice, for the purpose of carrying provisions. 

Haw-haw, haw-haw (duplication of 
haw). A fence or- bank sunk between 
slopes, and not perceived till approached ; 
also, called Ha-ha. 

Hawser, haw-sur. A small cable, or 
a lar^e rope, in size between a cable and a 
tow-line. 

Head wind. A wind which blows in 
an opposite direction from the ship’s course. 

Heathen, he-thn (Saxon, hai/in). One 
who worships false gods, and is not ac- 
quainted either with the doctrines of the 
Old Testament or the Christian dispensa- 
tion ; a Pagan ; a Gentile ; also applied to 
a rude, Uliterato, barbarous person. 

Hebdomadal, heb-domah-dal (Greek, 
kehdomas, Boven days.) Weekly ; consisting of 
seven days, or occurring every seventh day. 

Hebraic, he-brayik. Relating to the 
Hebrews ; designating the language of the 
Hebrews. 

Hecatomb,hekka-toom(Greek,7i£Z'afcm, 
a hundred). A great saoriffee ; a sacrifice 
c insisting of a hundred oxen. 

Hectic, hek-tik ^Greek, hehiikos, from 
hexos, a qualitj^ wmeh cannot be easily 
separated from its subject). Habitual, or 
constitutional; morbidly hot; noting a 
Blow, continued fever. 

Hector, hek-tur (from Hector, the son 
of Priam). A vain-glorious blusterer; a 
braggart; athreatener. 

Hegira, he-ji-ra (Arabic, from Hebrew, 
higiraK, fiigh^. The flight of Mahomet 
from Mecca, July 16, 622, from which the 
Mohammed^ reckon years. 

Heinous, hay-nus (French, haine, hate). 
Hateful; atrocious; wicked in a high 
degree. 


Heir Apparent. One whose right of 
inheritance is beyond doubr, provided he 
outlive the ancestor ; as the eldest son of 
his issue, who. by the course of common 
law, murt be heir to the father whenever 
the latter happens to die. 

Heirloom, air-loom. Any furniture or 
movable which descends by inheritance. 

Heir Presumptive. One who, if the 
ancestor should die immediately, would, in 
the present circumstances of thin^, become 
inheritor ; but whose right of inheritance 
may be defeated by some nearer heir being 
bom. 

Helicon, helly-kon. A mountain in 
Boeotia, in Greece, from which flowed a 
fountain, and where resided the Muses. 

Heliotrope, heely-o-trope (Greek, he- 
lios, the sun ; trepo, to turn). The sun- 
flower ; also a mineral of the quartz kind ; 
blood-stone. 

Hellenic^ hel-lenik. Relating to the 
Hellenes, or inhabitants of Greece. 

Helm (Saxon, helma). The instrument 
by which a ship is steered ; metaphorically, 
station of government ; the place of diree- 
tion or management. 

Helots, he-lots. The name given to 
certain slaves in Sparta, who were origin- 
ally inhabitants of the town of Helos. 
Thov differed from other Greek slaves in 
not belonging individually to s^arate mas- 
ters, being the property of the State, which 
alone had the disposal of their lives and 
freedom. 

Hemi. A Greek word used in the com- 
position of several terms borrowed from 
that language; it signifies haff, the same 
as semi and demi. 

Hemisphere, hemmis-feer (Greek, 
hemisys, half; sphaira, a ball). Half a 
sphere, or globe ; in geometry, when such 
a sphere is divided by a plane passing 
through its centre. 

Hemistich, ho-mistik^reek, hemisys, 
half; stichos, a verse). n£df a poetical 
verse, or a verse not completed. 

Hepatic, he-pat-ik (Latin, hepar, the 
liver). In medicine and anatomy, connected 
with or belonging to the liver. 

Heptagon, heptah-gon (Greek, h^ta, 
seven; gonia, an angle). A figure with 
seven angles and sides. 

Heptarchy, hep-tarky. (Greek, Assta. 
seven ; arche, government). A goremmeaort 
by seven personi^ or the oomvy germed 
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by seyen persons. The word is usually 
applied to England, when it was under the 
government of seven Kings, or divided into 
seven kingdoms ; as the Saxon lieptarchy. 

Heptateuch, hcptah-tuke (Greek, liep- 
ta, seven ; teuchoSf a roll). The first seven 
books of the Old Testament. 

Heraldry, heral-dre. The art, prac- 
tice, or science of recording genealogies, 
and blazoning arms or ensigns armorial ; 
it also teaches whatever relates to the mar- 
shalling of cavalcades, processions, and 
>thor public ceremonies. 

Herbaceous, her-bayshus (Lat., herha, 
a herb). Relating to herbs ; soft ; perish- 
ing annually. 

Herbivorous, her-biworus (Latin, 
/lerba, a herb). Eating herbs ; subsisting 
on herbaceous plants. 

Herculean, herkeu-le-an. Resembling 
Hercules; possessing qualities similar to 
those of Hercules ; extraordinary strength, 
power, or force. Herculean labour, any 
. labour attended with great effort, danger, 
or difficulty. 

Hereditary, he-reddy-tary (Latin, 
harediim, an inheritance). Descending to 
any one as heir ; that has descended from 
an ancestor; transmittable to an heir-at- 
law, or from a parent to a child. 

Heresy, herry-se (Greek, hairesis). An 
opinion taken in opposition, or a dogma 
^posed to the principles of the Christian 
Cnurch, of the Established Church, or of 
established doctrines in general. 

Heriot, herry-ot (Saxon, Aerc, an army ; 
aeat, tribute). In law, a fine paid to the 
lord of the fee at the death of his tenant, 
originally consisting of military furniture, 
&c., but latterly of goods and chattels. 

Hermetic, her-mettik. A designation 
formerly applied to chemistry, under the 
supposation that it owed its origin, or its 
imj^vement, XxtHennm TrismegUt-ui, Her- 
vuAieally iealed, is when au3rthing is che- 
miofdly or closely stopped, so that no 
exhalatipn can escape. 

Hero, he-ro (Latin, heros). A man emi> 
nent for bravery ; a distinguished warrior ; 
a great, illustrious, tr extraordinary person. 

Heroio* he-ro-ik. Becoming a. hero ; 
relating^io the qualities which constitute a 
hero ; noble ; brave; magnanimous. Hti'oie 
agej, the age fabled by poets, when the 
herpes, or those who called themselves the 
obil^nnf l^e gods, are supposed to have 
Hved. Hiroio ver9e, ihe name given to 


Latin and Greek hexameters, and to ths 
ten-syllable couplet of English versification. 

Heterarchy, het-errah-ke (Greek, hei* 
eros, another ; arcke, rule). The goveni- 
ment of an alien. 

Heteroclite, het-erro-klito (Greek, Aef- 
variable; inclined). In grammar, 
an irregular or anomalous word, either in 
doelension or conjugation; any thing or 
person deviating from common forms. 

Heterodox, hot-erro-dox (Greek, het- 
ei'os, different ; doxa, opinion). Contraiy to 
established opinion ; opposed to the estab- 
lished religion of a country. 

Heterogeneous, het - erro - jeny - us 
(Greek, heieros, variable ; ^nos, a kind). 
Of another kind ; of a dinerent nature ; 
dissimilar. 

Hexagon, heksah-gon (Greek, hex, six ; 
gopAa, an angle). A figiare with six sides 
and angles. 

Hexameter, hegz-ametur (Greek, hex, 
six ; meiron, a measure). A verso of six 
metrical feet, either dactyls or spondees, 
with no limit as to their aiTangoment, ex- 
cept the fifth, which Ss usually a dactyl, 
and the last a spondee. 

Hiatus, hi-aitus (Latin, hiatus). A gap ; 
a chasm ; something wanting ; a defect. 

Hibernation, hi-ber-naysbun (Latin, 
hibernus, winter). The act of passing through 
the winter ; especially with some animals, 
who pass the winter season in a state of 
lethargy. 

Hibernian, hi-bemy-an (Latin, Hi- 
bernia). Belonging to Ireland ; a native 
of Ireland. 

Hidalgo, hi-dalgo (Spanish). In Spain, 
a man belon^ng to the lowest class of the 
nobility ; the word means literally, ** the 
son of somebody.” 

Hierarchy, bi-e-rarky (Greek, hieros, 
sacred; a jtAc, government). Ecclesiastical 
government; order or rank of celestiid 
beings ; constitution and government of the 
Christian Church, or ecclesiastical polity, 
comprehending different orders of the 
clor^. 

Hieroglyphic, hi-ero-gliffik (Greek, 
hieros, sacred; glypho, to carve), Emble* 
matical ; expressing by pictures ; a sacred 
character or symbol m ancient wrrtiugs, 
used especially by the Egyptians as signs 
of sacred, divine, or supernatural things. 

Hierophant, hi-erro-phant (Greek, 
hieros, sacred ; phaino, to show). A pries^^ 
one who teaches religion. 
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High Church, A torra applied to the 
opinions and practices of that Party which 
seeks to exalt the ecclesiastical power ; in 
opposition to Low Church* 

Hindoo, hin-doo. An aboriginal of 
Hindostan. 

Hippodrome, hippo-drome (Greek, 
hippos^ a horse ; dromoSt a race-coiurse). 
Anciently a course for chariot and horse- 
races. 

Hirsute, her-sute (Latin, hirmtus). 
Hairy; rough with hair j shaggy; set with 
bristles. 

Histrionic, his-tre-onnik (Latin, liutrio^ 
an actor). Relating to the stage ; suitable 
to a theatrical performer; belonging to 
dramatic representations. 

Hithe (Saxon, hyih). A port or small 
haven to land goods out of vessels, as 
Rotherhithe, Greenhithe. 

H.M.S. An abbreviation of His or Her 
Majesty’s ship or service. 

Hoar, hore (Saxon, hor)* To whiten or 
become grey ; grey with age ; white with 
frost. 

Hoarfrost, hore-frost. Tlio white par- 
ticles of ice formed by the congelation of 
dew or watery vapours. 

Hobby. A strong, active horse ; a child’s 
horse ; hmhtjj or hohoy-horse, is also applied 
to a favourite pursuit or amusement. 

Holocaust, hollo-kawst (Greek, holos, 
whole ; haio, to bum). A burnt offering, 
in which the whole of the victim was con- 
sumed. 

Holo^aph, hollo-graf (Greek, holoa, 
all ; graphot to write). Something wholly 
written by a person’s own hand, and not 
copied. 

Holy Alliance, In politics, an alli- 
ance formed after the fall of Napoleon 
Buonaparte by the European Sovereigns, 
‘'in accordance with the precepts of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ, and for the happi- 
ness and religious welfare of all subjects.” 
It was virtually an alliance for securing 
the royal personages interested against the 
encroachments of their subjects, and for 
mutual support, should the stability of 
their thrones be threatened by any outburst 
of popular opinion. 

Homage, hom-age (Latin, Aomo, a man). 
Service; fealty; duty; respect. The oath 
of submission and loyalty, wliich the tenant 
under the feudal system used to take to his 
Bui>erior, when first admitted to the land, 
which he held of him in fee. 


Homeopathy, homy-oppah-the (Gr., 
htmoioSf similar ; pathos, disease). In 
medical practice, a method of curing dis- 
ease which consists in the employment of 
various medicinal agents in exceedingly 
minute doses; an art of curing based ot 
resemblances, as when a disease is curec 
by remedies which produce upon a healthy 
person effects similar to the symptoms of the 
complaint under which the patient suffers. 

Homeric, ho-merik. Relating to Ho- 
mer, or to his poetry; resembling Homer’s 
verse. 

Homicide, hommy-side (Latin, homo, 
a man ; cagdo, to kill). The act of one man 
killing another ; a slayer or destroyer of a 
man. In law, homicide is held to be justi-^ 
jidble, when it proceeds from unavoidable 
necessity, without an intention to kill, and 
without negligence ; excusable, when it pro- 
ceeds from misadventure, or in self-defence ; 
felonious, when it proceeds from malice, oris 
done in the prosecution of some unlawful act. 

Homily, hom-illy (Greek, homilia, fa- 
miliar discourse). A familiar discourse on 
some subject of religion, such as an in- 
structor would deliver to his pupils. 

Homogeneous, homo-jeny-us (Greek, 
homos, like; genos, kind). Having the 
same nature ; sameness of kind. 

Homonym, hom-o-nim (Greek, 
like ; onoma, a name). A word of tho same 
sound as some other, but differing in signi- 
fication 

Honorarium, honno-rary-um (Latin, 
honos, honour). A counsellor’s* or physi- 
cian’s fee ; a free gift. 

Honoraa^, onnur-ary. Confoiring lion 
our ; possessing a title or place without per* 
forming services or receiving a reward. 

Honours of War, A term applied 
to favourable conditions granted to a capi- 
tulating enemy when evacuating a fortress. 

Horary, ho-rary (Greek, hora, an hour). 
Pertaining to an hour ; lasting or continu- 
ing for an hour. 

Horde, herd (Dutch, horde), A multi- 
tude or collection of people ; a migratory 
band, occasionally dwelling in tents, wag- 
gons, &c., and seldom locating themselves 
in any one spot ; a olan ; tribe. 

Horizon, ho-ri-zun (Greek, horiza, to 
bound). The line which bounds or termi* 
nates the sight, called the sensible horiSon, 
or an imaginary line equally distant from 
the zenith and the nadir, whi<di diridM the 
irlnhA intn two hemisoheres. 
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Horizontal, liorry>zontal. Parallel to 
thohotizott; leyel. 

Horn Book, hawm-book. The book 
used in teaching children their letters^ so 
o^led from the ancient custom of covering 
It with horn. 

Horology, ho-roilo-jy (Greek, Aora, an 
hour ; logoff a discourse). The art of con- 
structing machines used for measuring time. 

Horoscope, horo-skope (Greek, Aom, 
an hour; itopeOf to observe). Aspect of 
the planets at the hour of a person’s birth, 
by which astrologers pretend to foretell the 
future. 

Hors de Combat, hawr-de-kombah 
(French). Disabled from fighting; in a 
rondition to fight no more. 

Horticulture, hawrty-kulture (Latin, 
hoHus, a garden ; ciUtura, culture). The 
art of cultivating gardens, or of tending 
such plants as are usually grown in gardens. 

HortUS Siccus, hawr-tus sik-kus (I^at., 
hortuSf garden ; siccus, dry). The term ap- 
plied to a collection of specimens of plants, 
carefully dried and prepared. 

Hosanna, ho-zanna (Hebrew, Save, I 
beseech you). An exclamation of praise to 
God, or an invocation of blessings. 

Host, hoste (Latin, kostla, a sacrifice). 
In the Boman Catholic Church, the sacrifice 
of the mass or the consecrated wafer, re- 
presenting the body of Christ. 

Hostage, hos-taje (French, Ctage). One 
given as a pledge for the performance of 
conditions. 

Hostelry, hos-tel-re (Latin, hospes, a 
guest). An mn; an hotel ; a lodging-house. 

Houri, how-ro. A name given by Mo- 
hammedans to a nymph of Paradise. 

Household Troops. This name is 
riven to the regiments of life-guards and 
uorse-guards, together with the foot-guards. 
They have the care of Her Majesty’s per- 
son, and they enjoy many privileges and 
immunities. 

Howadji, how-ad-jee. An Arabic word 
meaning trader, much used in the East. 

Hoy# A small vessel usually rigged as 
a sloop, and employed for convoying pas- 
sengers and goods, from place to place on 
the soa-ooast, or to or from a ship m a road 
or bay. 

Hoyden, hoy-den (Welsh, Jtoeden, a 
flirt, a coquette). A rude, bold ^1; a romp. 

Hudibrastio, hu-de-brastik. Pertain- 
ing to Hudibras, or doggerel Terse. 


Huguenots (German, Eidgenossen, 
swonwellows). A name formerly given to 
the '’Protestants in France. 

Humanities, hu-manny-tiz. A term 
used in schools and colleges, to signify 
polite literatui-o, or grammar, rhetoric, and 
poetry, including the study of the ancient 
classics, in distinction from philosophy and 
science. 

Humid, hu-mid (Latin, Immidus). 
Moist; damp; watery. 

Husbandry, husban-dre (Saxon, hus- 
hoiida, from hus, a house ; huend, a cultiva- 
tor or inhabitant). Tho business of a far- 
mer, comprehending agriculture, the raising 
and managing of cattle and other domestic 
animals, the management of the dairy, and 
whatever the land produces. 

Hussar^ hoo-zar. A mounted soldier. 
The tesrm is of Hungarian origin, from 
husz, twenty, and ar, pay; every twenty 
houses being obliged, by omer of Mathias 
the First, in 1458, to furnish and support 
one horseman. 

Hybrid, hi-brid (Greek, hyh'is, a mule). 
A mongrel or mule ; mongrel produced by 
the mixture of two species. 

Hydra, hi-drah (Greek). A fabulous 
monster, with many heads ; hence, meta- 
phorically, tho multitude, tne mob ; a nu- 
merous concourse of evils. 

Hydrate, hi-drate. In chemistry, a 
solid which contains water in a fixed state, 
as slaked lime, soda, &C... 

Hydraulic, hi-drawlik (Greek, hydor, 
water ; aidos, a pipe). Relating to the con- 
veyance of water through pipes. Ilydrauln ,v, 
tho science of the motion of fluids, and the 
construction of all kinds of machines relat- 
ing thereto. 

Hydrogen, hi-dro-jon (Greek, hydor, 
water ; gennao, to produce). A gas, one of 
tho elements of water, of which it forma 
11 ‘1 parts in a hundred, and oxygen 88*9. 

Hydrography, hi-droggrah-fe (Gr„ 
hydor, water; grapJM, to describe). The 
art of measuring and describing seas, lakes^ 
rivers, and other waters. 

Hydrometer, hi-drommy-tur (Greek, 
hydor, water ; metran, a measure). An in- 
strument employed in the measurement of 
fluids. 

Hydrophobia, hi-dro-fobeah (Greek, 
hydoi', water; phobos, fear). Dread of 
water; canine madness. 

Hydrostatics, hi-dro-statiks (Greek, 
hydor, water ; stao, to stand). The sdenoB 
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irldch treats of the wdght of fluids, or their 
properties when at rest. 

Hyexnal* hi-emal (Latin, lixeyM^ win- 
ter). Pertaining to winter, done in winter. 

Hy^ene, hi-ji-eny (Greek, Ihffjeia 
the goddess of hetdth). liliat department 
of medicine which treats of the science of 
health. 

Hygrometer, hi-grommy-tur (Greek, 
Kydm'i water; metron, a measure). An in- 
strument used for measuring the degrees of 
moisture or dryness of the atmosphere. 

Hymeneal, hi-me-neal (Greek, Hymen, 
the god of marriage). Pertaining to’ mar- 
riage ; a nuptial hymn. 

Hyp, hip (contracted from hypoclu)!!- 
dria). A depression of spirits ; a state of 
melancholy. 

Hyper, hi-pur. A Greek preposition 
frequently used in composition^ where it 
denotes excess ; its literal signifleation 
being above or beyond. 

Hyperbole, hi-purbo-le (Greek, hyper, 
beyond ; ballo, to throw). Exaggeration ; 
a figure of speech which represents things 
as much greater or less than they really 
are. 

Hyperborean, hi-pur-bo-rean (Gr., 
4yper, beyond; &ore<w, the north). North- 
erly; in the remotest north ; veiy cold. 

Hyper-oritlc, hi-per-krittik (Greek, 
hjypei', above ; h'itikoe, critical). A critic 
exact beyond reason ; a captious censor. 

Hyrnben, hi-fen (Greek). In composi- 
tion, the mark (-) between words forming 
compounds, &c. 

Hypnology, hip-nollo-je (Gr., hypnos, 
sleep; logoe, a discourse). The doctrine 
of sleep. 

Hypo, hi-po. A Greek particle, retained 
in the composition of different words bor- 
rowed from that lan^age, and literally 
denoting under, beneaui, &c. 

Hypochondria, hippo-kondreah (Gr., 
hypo, under; chondros, a cartilage). Pro- 
perly, the region below the short ribs; 
hence a disease of that region, producing 
melancholy ; depression of spirits ; melan- 
choly. 

Hypothecate, hip-othy-kate (Latin, 
hvpoiMca, a pledge). To pawn ; to give in 
pledge. 

Hypothesis, Mp-othv-sis (Greek, 4y- 
potithmi, to suppose). A supposition; a 
system or theory formed upon some prin- 
ciple not proved. 


I. 

Iambic, i-am-bik {Latin, iamhicut). In 
poetry, a foot consisting of two syllables, 
the first short and the last long, as delight; 
this word is sometimes figuratively used to 
signify satire. 

Ibis, i-bis. A bird with long legs, bill, 
and broad wings ; a sacred bird in Egypt 

Ic, ik. In chemistry, a termination of 
the names of those acids which combine 
the highest quantity of the acidifying prin- 
ciple. 

Icarian, i-kary-an (from Icarus). Soar- 
ing high ; adventurous in flight. 

Ich !Dien (German, 1 serve). The motto 
of the Prince of Wales. It was first used 
by John, king of Bohemia, slain at the 
battle of Cressy, when it was adopted by 
Edward the Black Prince, as a mark of 
subjection to his father, Eaward the Third. 

Ichnography, ikno-graffy (Gr., ichnos, 
a trace ; grapUo, to write). A ground-plan 
or horiaontal section of a building. In 
perspective, the view of anything cut off 
by a plane parallel to the horizon, iust at 
the base of an object. The term is also 
used to designate a description of ancient 
works of art, as statuary, paintings, &c. 

Ichor, ik-or (Greek). A thin, watery 
humour, with which the veins of the gods 
were fabled to be filled, instead of blood. 

Ichthyology, ik-thee-ollo-je (Greek, 
iehthys, a fish ; logos, a discourse). That 
department of natural history whi(^ treats 
of the structure, habits, and classification 
of fishes. 

Iconoclasm, i-kono-klazm (Gr., eihon, 
an image). The act of breaking or destroy- 
ing images. 

Ideal, i-de-al (Greek, idea). Mental; 
not perceived by the senses; existing in tho 
imagination or fancy. 

Idem, i'dem (Latin). The same. 

I Identi^, i-denty-fi (Latin, idm, the 
i same ; facio, to make). To make or prove 
the same ; to combine or unite in such a 
manner as to produce one interest, pmpose, 
or intention. 

Identity, i-donty-te (Latin, tdsm, the 
same). Sameness ; the being almost the 
same ; the being exactly the same. 

Ides, idze (Latin, idus). A term in the 
Boman calendar, denoting the 18th day of 
each month, except March, M^, July, and 
October, in which it was the 
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Id Sst (Latin), That is; contracted 
Into 

Idiom* iddy-um (Greek, peculiar). 
A mode of expression peculiar to a langrua^, 
not reduced within the general rules of the 
grammar of that language. 

Idiopathy, iddy-oppah-the (Gr., 
peculiar ; disease). A primary 

msease ; a disorder not to be traced to any 
preceding disease ; peculiar affection. 

IdioByncrasy, iddyo-slnkrah-so (Gr., 
idioif peculiar; tw, with; hraaist a min- 
gling). A peculiarity of constitution or 
tem^rament ; a disposition or temi^cr cha- 
racteristic of a person. 

Idyl, i-dil (Greek, tldyllion, a little 
figure or representation). A short pastoral 
poem. 

Igneous, ig-ne-us (Latin, ignia^ fire). 
Consisting of fire ; containing fire : in geo- 
logy, proceeding from the action of fire. 

Ignis ratuus, ig-nis fat-u-us (Latin). 
A meteor of light which appears in the 
night over marshv grounds, occasioned by 
the liberation and ascent of phosphuretted 
hydrogen gas. It is popularly Wown as 
WiU-a*ik6^Wxap and Jach-o*>Lantei'n. 

Ignoramus, igno-raymus (Lat., 

we do not know). A term applied 
to one who is ignorant of everything. In 
law, a word used by the grand jury, as the 
term of indorsation, when they ignore^ or 
throw o\it a bill of indictment for want of 
sufficient evidence. 

Iliad, illy-ad. The name of an ancient 
epic poem composed by Homer, recording 
tno siege of Troy, or Ilium. 

nk (Saxon, ylc), Tho samo ; each or 
every one ; chiefly used in Scotland and the 
north of England, to denote the same name, 
as Macleod of that ilk, meaning a genUe- 
man whose surname and title of his estate 
are the same, as Macleod of Macleod.*’ 

Illimitable, il-immitah-bul (Latin, in ; 
limes, a boundary). That cannot be bounded 
or confined, terminated or determined. 

Illuminati^ il-lewmy-nayte (Latin). 
Literally, those who have been enlightened ; 
a name appropriated by persons assuming a 
superior Imowledge on some subject; par- 
ticularly by a secret association in Ger- 
many, and other countries of Europe, who, 
by misrepresmxtatiom, sought to subvert 
Christiaidty. 

lUusldn, ildm^uu (Isd^n, in, with; 
Ivdo, to sport), l^se show; mockery; 
error ; deception b)r f^e appoamneesi 


IMKI. 

Imagery^ imaj-erry (Latin, imago, an 
image). Ideas formed wholly by the una- 
gination, and which have no real estistenoe; 
pictures ; statues ; figures of speech ; aea- 
Bible representations. 

Imbecile, imby-sil (Latin, imhecilia). 
Weak; feeble; wanti^ support; leaning 
or relying upon ; destitute of physical or 
mental strength. 

Imbibe, im-bibe (Latin, in, in ; hiho, to 
drink). To drink or draw in ; to absorb ; 
to admit into the mind. 

Imbricate, imbrik-ate (Gr., imhneio, 
to cover with tiles). Laid under one an- 
other, as tiles. In botany, lapping over, 
as tho leaves in a bud. 

Imbroglio, im-brol-yo (Italian). In 
literature, an intricate, complicated plot ; 
in a general sense, intricacy. 

Imbrue, im-bm (Greek, en, in ; hrecho, 
to moisten). To steep; to soak; to moisten. 

Imbue, im-bu (Latin, imhno). To 
tincture or tinge deeply; to cause to 
imbibe. 

Immaculate, im-makku-late (Latin, i/t; 
macula, a spot). Without spot or blemish; 
pure; undefilod. 

Immaterial, immah-teery-al (Latin, in; 
materia, matter). Distinct from matter; 
spiritual ; of no importance or weight. 

Immature, immah-ture (Latin, in; 
maturus, ripe). Unripe ; imperfect in 
growth ; unfinished ; not arrived at fulness 
or completion; come to pass before the 
natural time. 

Immemorial, imem-ory-al (Latin, in; 
mmxoria, memory). Past the time of me- 
mory ; so ancient that the beginning can- 
not be traced. 

Immerse, im-mers (Latin, in; merao, 
to plunge). Buried; covered; sunken under 
water ; overwhelmed ; deeply engaged. 

Imminent, immy-nent (Latin, in ; 
minor, to threaten). Threatening ; hanging 
over one’s head ; impending; at hand. 

Immobility, immo-billy-te (Latin, in; 
mdbilia, movable). Besistsmee to motion ; 
fixedness of place; unchangeablenoss of 
state. 

Immolate, immo-late (Latin, in; mola, 
flour mingled with salt, sprinkled on sacri- 
fices). To offer as a sacrifice; to kill in 
sacrifice ; to make or become a victim. 

Immunity, im-mowny-to (Latin, in; 
munus, a duty or tax). Exem|rtioD ; free- 
dom fmm eemin duties; libeH^ 
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Immure, im**mure (llifttin, in; murns, 
« wall). Literally, to inclose within walls ; 
to confine; to shut up closely; to imprison. 

Immutable, im-mewtah-bul (Latin, in; 
muto, to change). Unchangeable ; invari- 
able; stedfast; without alteration. 

Impacable, im-payka-bul (Latin, in; 
peace). Not to be appeased or quieted; 
irreeoncileable. 

Impact, im-pakt (Latin, in; pango, to 
drive). To drive close together ; to make 
tight. 

Impale. In heraldry, to conjoin two 
coats of arms pale- ways, as is the case with 
those of a husband and wife, and so to 
impalo them. 

Impale, im-pale (French, empaler). To 
hx on a stake ; to inclose with stakes ; to 
shut in. 

Impalpable, im-palpah-bul (Latin, in; 
palpOf to touch). That cannot be perceived 
Dy the touch ; not to be felt. 

Impartial, im-parshal (Latin, in; par 
part). Not favouring either party ; not 
leaning to ono party more than the other ; 
not biassed by party prejudices ; equitable ; 
just; even-handed. 

Impassive, im-passiv (Latin, in ; 
pasms, suffered). Not susceptible of pain 
or suffering. 

Impeach, em-peetsh (French, empecTier, 
to hinder). To accuse by public authority; 
to charge ; to bring into question. 

Impeccability, im - pekkah - bihty 
(Lat., in; pecco, to sin). Exemption from 
sin ; that state in which it is impossible to 
io wrong or transgress. 

Impending, im-pending (Latin, in; 
pendeo, to hang). Hanging over ono; 
threatening ; likely to happen. 

Imperialist, im-peery-alist (Latin, m- 
pero, to command). One who belongs to an 
emperor; a subject or soldier of an emperor. 

Impermeable, im-permy-abul (Latin, 
in; permeo, to go through). Not to be 
passed through the pores by a fluid. 

Impersonal Verb. In mmmar, a 
verb which is used only with the termina- 
tion of the third person singular, with it 
for a nominative in English, and without a 
nominative in Latin ; as it rains. 

impersemation, im • perso - nayshim 
(Latin, in ; perso7ia, person). The act of 
personifying, or representing things with- 
ouif life as persons ; the representation of 
fn assumed oharaoter. 


Imperturbable, imper - turba - bul 
^atin, in; per, by; turoa, confusion). 
That cannot be disturbed or agitated ; 
quietude; tranquillity; calmness. 

Impervious, im^ervy-us (Latin, in ; 
per, by ; V'ia, a way). That cannot bo passed 
through ; not to be penetrated or pierced ; 
not to be affected by external influences. 

Imping, im-pinj (Latin, in; pango, 
to strike). To strike against; to fall against; 
to dash upon. 

Implacable, im-plakkah-bul (Latin, in; 
placo, to pacify). Not to be appeased or 
pacitiod ; stubborn, or constant in ill-will. 

Implicate, impleo-kate (Latin, in ; 
plico, to fold). To entangle ; to embarrass ; 
to involve ; to show or prove to bo connected 
or concerned. 

Implicit, im-plissit (Latin, in; plico, to 
fold). Literally, wrapped up in ; hence, 
trusting to the word or authority of an- 
other ; resting wholly on another. 

Import, im-port (Latin, in; pwto, to 
carry). That which is borne or conveyed 
by words; signification; meaning; ten- 
dency ; of ^eat consequence or moment ; 
that which is brought from ono country to 
another, usually expressed in the plural, 
impoi'ts. 

Importunate, im-portu-nate (Latin, 
in; por to, to carry). Incessant in solicita 
tion ; making constant requests ; pressing ; 
urgent. 

Imposition of Hands (Latin, impono^ 
to place upon). In ecclesiastical affairs, 
the sign and seal of confirmation and ordi- 
nation to the ministry and to deaconship. 

Impost, im-poste (French, impost). 
Any tax or tribute levied by authority ; a 
toll; custom. 

Impotence, impo-teas (Latin, in ; 
potens, powerful). Want of stren^h or 
power; inability; -weakness; imbecility. 

Impound, im-pound (Saxon, in pyn- 
dan, to pen in). To inclose as in a pound ; 
to confine ; to restrain within limits. 

Imprecation, impree-kayshun (Lat., 
in ; precor, to pray). The act of invoking 
evil on any ono ; curse ; execration. 

Impregnable, im-pro^ah-bul (Latin,, 
in; pi'ehendo, to take). Not to bo taken 
by assault ; not to be forced ; invincible ; 
unconquerable ; inaccessible. 

Impregnate, im-pregnate (French, 
impregner'). To communica-te the qualitiet 
or virtues of one thing to another. 
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Impressible^ im-pressy-bul (Latin, 
stam^d). That may receive 
Impressions ; easily receiving or yielding 
to an impreadon. 

Imprimatlir, impree^maytor (Latin, 
imprifoatur, let it be printed). The term 
applied to the privilege or license to print 
a book ; used also to express approval by 
a critic, &c. 

Imprimis, im-pri-mis (Latin). Firstly; 
in the first place ; first in order. 

Imprln^ im-print (Latin, in ; pvemOy 
to press). The designation of the place 
ivhore, by whom, and when a book is pub- 
lished. 

Impromptu, im-promtu (French). 
Without previous study; an extempora- 
neous composition. 

Impropriator, im-propree-aytur 
(Latin, in; propriut, belonging to).. One 
who appropriates; a layman having church 
lands, or an ecclesiastical living. 

Improvisators, impro-vizzah-tory 
(Italian). A man who makes rhymes and 
Aort poems extemporaneously ; feminine, 
improvisabnee. 

Improvise, impro-vize (Latin, in; pro, 
forward ; video, to see). To speak extem- 
poraneously ; to contrive on the spur of the 
moment ; to substitute on an emergency. 

Impugn, im-pune (I.atin, in, against ; 
pngno, to contend). To resist ; to contra- 
dict ; to assail ; to attack ; to question the 
truth of a statement or the honesty of a 
purpose. 

Iioapunity, im-puny-te (Latin, in ; 
punio, to punish). Exemption from 
punishment ; freedom from penalty ; secu- 
rity from chastisement. 

Impute, im-pute (Latin, in, upon; 
puto, to consider). To chf^e with; to 
attribute; to set to 'the account of; to 
reckon as belonging to. 

Inarivertenoe, inod-vertens (Latin, 
in; adverteTiSf turning to). Literally, not 
turning the mind to ; want of caution or 
oonsideration ; inattentive; careless. 

Inamorato, inam-o-rahto (Italian). A 
lover; a man in love. 

Inime, in-ane (Latin, inanis, empty). 
Void ; empty ; wanting in intelli^nce and 
understandi^. 

Izmilltioxifiiinah-iiishun (Latin, inanit, 
empty). Emptiness ; exhaustion ; want 
of Bustenance. 

Inaugurate, in-awgu-rate (latin, 
aayar, a Eoman soothsayer). To inTest 


with office ; to'admit to ; to consecrate ; t« 
induct by solemn rites ; to enter upon or 
commence. 

Incandesoenoe, inkan-dessens (Latin, 
ineandeseo, to become white hot). The 
glowing or shining appearance of heated 
bodies ; properly, the acquisition of a white 
heat. 

Incantation, incan-tiQrshun (IMn, 
in; canto, to sing). A magical charm; 
the act of enchantmg ; ceremonies of witch* 
craft. 

Incapacitate, inkah-passv-tate (Lat., 
in; capio, to take). To render or make 
incapable ; to deprive of competent power 
or abmty. 

Incarcerate, in-korsy-rate (Latin, in; 
career, a prison). To imprison ; to oonfino ; 
to shut up or inclose. 

Incendiary, in-sendy-ary (Latin, t». 
cendo, to set on fire). One who sets on 
fire ; generally, to the dwelling or property 
of another ; metaphorically^ one wnb fo- 
ments strife and inflames the passions ; a 
promoter of quarrels. 

Incense, in-sense (Latin, inceindo, to 
set on fire). Perfume exhaled by fire ; the 
odours of spices and gums burnt in religious 
rites ; acceptable prayers and praises ; 
figuratively, anything grateful to the feel- 
ings, as flattery. 

Incentive, in-sentiv (Latin, incendo, tv 
kindle). That which incites or encourages ; 
kindling; provoking; that which operates 
on the mind or passions, and prompts to 
good or m. 

Inception, in-sepshim (Latin, ineipid, 
to begin). A beginning ; a commencement. 

Incertitude, in-serty-tude (Latin, in; 
ceiius, certain). Doubt ; uncertainty. 

Inchoate, inko-ate (Latin, inchoo, to be- 
gin). Begun; commenced; entered upon. 

Incidence, insy-dens (Latin, incido, to 
fall on). The direction in which one body 
falls or strikes on another. The angle which 
the direction of the falling or moving body 
makes with the plane struck is called the 
angle of inddenGe, 

Incidental, insy-dental (Xatin, tneido, * 
to fall on). Casual; happening by chance: 
secondary to something else ; connected 
with some main object ; occasional. 

Incipient, in-sippy-ent ^Latin, taei- 
piens). Beginning; commencing, as 
dpient vuMmitg, 

Ineision, In-suzhun (Latin, inddo, te 
out), A cut; a gash; a wound; the sepa* 
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fAtlon of tke surface of any mibstonoe by a 
sharp instrument. 

InclBor, insi-sor (Latin, tncido, to out). 
A cutting tooth ; the four front teeth ot 
both jaws are called inemra. 

Incite, in-site (Latm, tn; cito, to more). 
To urge on ; to push forward in a design ; 
to animate by persuasion or promises. 

Incivism, in-civizm (Latin, in; civis, a 
citizen). Want of patriotism ; want of love 
for one’s count^J^ 

Inclined Plane. In mechanics, a 
filaue which^orms with a horizontal plane 
some angle loss than a right angle. 

Incognito, in-kogne-to (Italian, un- 
known). Concealed or disguised ; especially 
ap^ied to the assumption of a moaner rank 
by royal and noblo personages ; also con- 
tmetod to incog. 

In commendatn, in-kom-mendam 
(Latin). In ecclosiastical law, to hold a 
vacant Church living by favour of the 
Crown, till a proper pastor is provided. 

Incompatible, incom - patty - bul 
(French). Inconsistent with something 
else ; such as cannot subsist, or cannot be 
poBSOssod together with something else ; 
irreconcilably different, or disagreeing ; 
incongruous. 

Incongruous, in-kong-groo-us {Latin, 
id; congruvif suitability). Unsuitable; 
not fitting ; ill adapted for ; inconsistent ; 
absurd. 

Inoonsequent, in-kons v-kwent (Latin, 
in ; coMequenSf following). Without regular 
inference ; want of relation to, or connec- 
tion with ; not following in order or suc- 
cession ; not ensuing as an effect. 

Incorporate, in-kawrpo-rate (Latin, 
in ; c<yrpns, a body). To embody ; to mingle, 
or blend one body or substance into an- 
other ; to mix intimately ; to join as 
one. 

Incorporeal, in-kawr-po-real (Latin, 
in; cofjjus, a body). .Immaterial ; not con- 
sisting of matter; not having a material 
body. 

Incorrigible, in-corijah-bnl (Fi’ench, 
incorrigible). Baa ; beyond the power of 
being made better by correction ; hope- 
lessly depraved ; erroneous beyond hope of 
insmetion. 

Increment, inkre-ment (Latin, vnorescOf 
to lnci*ease). Growth or incr^se in quantify 
or number ; produce ; matter added. 

Inoubatio:^ inku-bayshun (Latin, %n, 
e&j tie). The act of sitting on 
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eggs to hatch them: figuratively, brooding 
over anything. 

Incubus, inku-bUs (Latin, tn, upon; 
cubOf to lie). The visitation known as 
nightmare, and which is usuallv accom- 
panied by a sensation of great weight upon 
the chest. 

Inculcate, in-kulkate (Latin, in; ealco, 
to tread). To impress by frequent admoni- 
tion and repetition ; to impress upon the 
mind by forcible instruction. 

Incumbent, in-kum-bent (Latin, in, 
upon ; cumbo, to He). Lying, leaning, rest- 
ing, or reposing upon ; resting upon, as a 
duty that must be bom© or supported. In 
occlcsiastical law, an incumbent is a clerk 
in holy orders, who is resident on his bene- 
fice with cure. 

Incur, in-kur (Latin, in; curro, toaiQ), 
Literally, to run into ; hence, to encounter ; 
to meet ; to become subjoOT to, or liable 
for. 

Incursion, (Latin, in ; curro, to run). 
An inroad ; an invasion ; an att^k upon 
the province of another, and usually with- 
out conquest. 

Indefatigable, indy-fattiga-bul (Latin, 
in ; de ; fatigo, to weary). Unwearied ; 
not to bo worn out or exhausted ; never 
fatigued. 

Indefeasible, indy-feoza-bul (Latin, 
in; de; facio). Incapable of being de- 
feated or made void ; not to bo annulled 
or abrogated. 

Indelible, in-delly-bul (Latin, %n ; 
deleo, to blot out). Kot to be blotted; 
not to be effaced ; fixed beyond the power 
of erasure. 

IndemniQr, in-demny-fi (Latin, in; 
damnum, loss). To secure against loss, or 
penalty ; to compensate for loss sustained. 

Indemnity, in-demny-te (Latin, in; 
damnum, loss). Exemption from punish- 
ment ; security agiunst loss, or penalty. 

Indenture, in-denture. A writing 
containing a contract, as of apprenticeship. 
It takes its name from the circumstance 
that formerly indentures wore duplicate^ 
laid together and indented, so that the two 
papers, or parchments, corresponded to 
each other. 

Izidei»endents. A sect of Protestant 
Dissenters, who maintain that eveiy con- 
gregation of Cliristians is a comfdeto 
church, subject to no superior authority, 
and competent to perform every act c| 
government in ecclesiastical atiairs, 
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XxiddXyin-deks (Latin, indteo, to show). 
That which points out; a hand to show 
the way, or the hour ; a table of the con- 
tents of a book. 

Xndioative, in-dlkkah-tiv (Latin, indico, 
to show). Showing ; giving intimation or 
knowledge of something not visible, or 
obvious. In grammar, a term applied to 
the mood of a verb, which af&rms or denies 
a thing. 

Indict, in-dite (Latin, indlcOf to show). 
In law, to accuse or chor^ with a crime or 
misdemeanor in writing, by a grand jury 
under oath. 

Indigence, indy-gens (Latin, itidigeo, 
to want). Need ; want ; necessity ; po- 
verty. 

Indigenous, in-dijin-us (Latin, indu, 
within; geno, to beget). Native to a 
country; belonging to the soil; not 
exotic. 

Indissoluble, in-disso-lubl (Latin, in; 
duaolvOf to loosen). Not to be molted or 
dissolved ; nseparable ; indestructible ; 
firm; stable; binding. 

Indite, in-dito (Latin, indico, to show). 
To compose ; to write; to dictate what is 
to be written. 

Indoctrinate, in-doktre-nato (Latin, 
in ; docirina, learning). To instruct ; to 
tincture with any opinion ; to teach rudi- 
ments and principles. 

Indomitable, in-dommy-ta-bul (Latin, 
in; domo, to tamo). Not to bo subdued; 
not discouraged by obstacles ; unimpros- 
sible; untameable. 

Indubitable, in-dewbit-a-bul (Latin, 
%n; dMto, to doubt). Not admitting of 
doubt or distrust; certain ; assured. 

Induce, in-duse (Latin, induco, to in- 
troduce). To prevail upon ; to load by 
persuasion ; to influence by argument. 

Induct, in-dukt (Latin, vuluco, to intro- 
duce). To bring in ; to introduce ; to put 
in possession, as an office or benefice. 

Inductive, in-duktiv (Latin, induco, 
to introduce). Pertaining to induction ; 
introduction ; a mode of reasoning from 
paarMoulars to generals ; deduced from ex- 
periment, as opposed to hypothesis. 

Indulgence. In the Bomleffi Churchy 
remission of the punishment du^ to sins, 
granted by the Pope or Churoh, and sup- 
posed to save the luiuier from putgatory. 

Indurate, indu-rate (Latin, durus, 
hard). To harden; to grow or become 


hard; figuratively, to deprive of sensi^ 
bility ; to render obdurate. 

Industrial, in-dustre-ol (French, 
industries). Pertaining to manufacture or 
produce of industiy. 

Inebriety, in-e-briety (Latin, in/ ehrius^ 
drunken). A state of drunkenness ; intoxi- 
cation. 

Ineffable, in-effah-bul (Latin, in/ efor, 
to speak). Unspeakable ; unutterable 
not to be expressed. 

Inept, in-opt (Latin, ineptus). Trifling ; 
foolish ; unfit for any purpose ; unready ; 
awkward; useless. 

Inert, iu-ort (Latin, iners). Dull ; 
sluggish ; motionless ; destitute of the 
power of moving itself, or of active re- 
sistance. 

Inertia, in-ersheah (Latin, iners). The 
passive property of bodies, by which they 
persist in a state of rest or motion, and 
receive motion in proportion to the force 
impressed upon them, and resist as much 
as they are resisted ; called also in the 
language of philosophy, vis inet'tia. ' 

In lESsse, in es-so. A Latin phrase, 
signifying in being ; an actual existence, as 
distinguished from in posse. 

Inevitable, in-ewit-a-bul (Latin, in/ 
evito, to avoid). That may not bo shunned 
or escaped ; unavoidable. 

Inexorable, in-egzur-a-bul (Latin, in/ 
exm'o, to entreat). Not to be moved 
by prayer or entreaty ; neither to be per- 
suaded nor dissuaded ; deaf to entreaty ; 
relentless. 

Inexplicable, in-eksplikka-bul (Fr., 
iTiexplicable). Not to be explained ; in- 
capable of being made clear or manifest ; 
involved. 

In!EiXtenso,in ex-tenso (Latin). Fully; 
at length ; without abridgement ; word for 
word. 

Inextricable, ineks-trikka-bul (Latin, 
%n/ extrico, to extricate). That cannot be 
extricated or disentangled. 

Inflinxy. The period, physically con- 
sidered, from birth to seven years, and 
legally, till the age of twenty-one, previ- 
ous to which no one can inherit property, 
execute any obligation, or incur any re- 
sponsibility, except for neoessaries. 

Infimta, in-fautah. In Spain and 
Portugal, any princess of the royal blood, 
except the eldest daughter when heiroBe 
apparent. 
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TwfiLYi fcry, in£aa-tre. The foot soldkre 
of an army. 

Infatuated* in-fattu-ated (Lat . * fatmts, 
foolish). JBereft of reason or common sense ; 
fleeted with foUy^ ; inspired with a foolish* 
extravagant passion. 

Inference* infer-ens (Latin, in; fero, to 
bring). A deduction from premises ; a 
conclusion drawn from previous argu- 
ments; a result arrived at by what has 
been suggested, not as an absolutely 
necessary consequence, but as a probable 
truth. 

Injdnite* infin-it (Latin, in; Jinitus, 
terminated). Without end, bound, or limit ; 
countless; measureless; immense. Ap- 
plied h3rperbolically to anything of very 
great or indefinite dimensions. 

Infinitesimal* in-finny-tessy-mal. In- 
finitely small; divided into the minutest 
portions. 

Infinitive* in-finny-tiv (Latin, in; 
finitus, terminated). Undefined, or not 
defining ; applied especially, in ^ammar, 
to that mood of the verb which affirms, 
without limiting its number or person. 

Infiated, in-flaytod (Latin, in; flo, to 
blow). Swollen or distended with air; 
puffed or blown out. Figuratively applied 
to a person puffed up with vanity ; or to 
a literary stylo opposed to simplicity and 
perspicuity. 

Inflection* in-flekshun (Latin, in; 
jiectOf to bond). The act of bending or 
turning from a right line or course ; vari- 
ation of terminations; modulation of the 
voice in speaking. 

Inflexible* in-fleksy-bul (Latin, injkx- 
ihilis). Unbending ; not to be induced or 
persuaded ; firm ; oonstant ; steady ; fixed. 

Tnflmr, in-fluks (Latin, in;fiv>o, flow). 
The act of flowing in; a sudden rush; 
infusion; intermixture. 

Infbrmal* in-formal. Not in the 
usual form; irregular. 

Infra. A Latin preposition used in 
compound words, signifying hefieaih. 

Infraction* in>frakdiun (Latin,' in; 
/rango, to break). The act of breaking ; 
violation. 

Infrangible^ in-franjy-bul (Latin, 
/mnyo, to break). .Not to be broken* 
separated into p^s ; not to be violated. 

InlUBion,in*fewdii]n (Latin, in; Jimdo, 
to pour). Mixing by poimng in; instilling; 

Mf.AAraT«n> A1* ctAolrinn.* Kv fvt- 


Infipenious* in-jeeny-us (Latin, 
niumy capacity). Possessed of ^nius; 
inventive; skihful; witty. 

Ingenuous* in-jennu-us (Latin, pn- 
g&iuus). Frank ; candid ; straight-for* 
ward ; free from reserve, disguise, or equi- 
vocation. 

Ingestion* in- jestshun (Latin, in; g&ro^ 
to carry). The act of throwing into the 
stomach. 

Ingot. A small bar of metal, made 
of a certain form and size, by casting it in 
moulds. The term is chiefly applied to 
the small bars of gold and silver, intended 
either for coining or for exportation to 
foreign countries. 

Ingrain* in-grain. To dye in the grain, 
or before manufacture. 

Ingrate* in-grate (French, ingrat). An 
ungrateful person. 

Ingratiate* in-grashy-ate (Latin, mj,; 
gratia^ favour). To commend one’s self to 
another’s good-will, confidence, or kind- 
ness ; to gain or secure the favour of a 
person. 

Ingress* in-gress (Latin, ingresms). 
Entrance; power of entrance; means of 
entering. 

I. H. S. An abbreviation for Jems 
Hominum Salvator; that is, Jesus, the 
Saviour of mankind. 

Inhale* in-hale (Latin, in; haloy to 
breathe). To draw into the lungs; to 
inspire. 

Inherent* in-herent (Latin, in; Iwtreo^ 
to adhere). Existing inseparably in some- 
thing else ; naturally pertaining to ; 
inborn; inbred. 

Inhibit* in-hibbit (Latin, in; Imheot to 
have). To forbid ; to restrain ; to hinder; 
to interdict. 

Inhume, in-hume (Latin, in; hwmo, 
to bury). To bury ; to inter as a dead 
body ; to digest in a vessel surrounded by 
I warm earth. 

I InimicaL in-iinmy-kal(Lat. , in; amicus, 

I a friend). Unfnendly ; averse ; hostile. 

Initiate, in-isshy-ate (Latin, iniiium, a 
beginning). To begin ; to enter upon ; to 
lay the foundation; to instruct in rudi- 
ments or principles ; to introduce. 

Ixject* in-jekt (Latin, injsetvs, thrown); 
To tlnow in ; to dart into; to introc^oe 
quickly, suddenly. 

Ix^unctioi:^ in-junkshun (Lathu, 



US inL 


tt^S 


with authority; ur^nt advice. In law, 
a writ of the Court of Chancerv, forbidding 
or requiring some specified act to be done. 

! Tn liniine, in-limmv-ne. A Latin 
term, signifying at the tnreshold ; at the 
bi^xming or outset. 

Innate, in-nate (lAtin, innatus). In> 
bom; native; natural. 

Innocuous, in-nokku-us (Latin, taao- 
tuut). Safe; harmless; not hurtful; inno< 
cent ; producing no ill effect. 


Insensate, In-sensato (French, insant). 
Without thought or sensibility of present 
or approaching danger ; stupid ; devoid uf 
feeling. 

Insidious, in-Biddy>us (Latin, in; sedeo, 
to sit). Sly ; crafty ; holding out false 
pretences ; watching to ensnare. 

Insignia, in-signy-ah (Latin). Marks; 
signs; oadges of distinction, or of office. 

In situ, in se>tu (Latin). In its original 
situation. 


Innovation, inno-vayshun (Latin, in; 
nwuSf new). Introduction of novelties; 
chan^ in estabhshed laws, customs, rites, 
or practices. 

Innoxious, in>nokshu8 (Latin, innoX'- 
iiu). Free from mischievous qualities; 
hannless; innocent; pure. 

Innuendo, innu-endo (Latin, imvo, 
to nod). A hint or intimation ; on 
insinuation ; a remote reference to a person 
or thing not named. 

Inoculate, in-okku-late (Latin, in; oat- 
lus, the eve). To insert or introduce an 
eye, a bua, or graft ; to communicate a 
cusease, particmaiiy the smalLpox, by 
inserting matter into the fiesh. 

Inordinate, in-awrdy-nate (Latin, 
4notdinaitis), Irregular ; beyond all 
bounds or hmits ; excessive; immoderate. 


Inorganic, inor>gannik (Latin, in. 
Greek, orffanoti, an organ). Void of 
organs; not possessing the organs pe- 
ouuar to animiu and vegetable existence. 

In petto (Italian, in peUo, within the 
breast). Held in reserve; kept back; 
performed, butnotproclalmed to the world. 

In posse, in pos-se (Latin). In possible 
existence ; likely, but not certain to become. 


In prospectu, in pro-spektu^ (Latin). 
Contemplating the commission of some act; 
intending to perform at some future time ; 
on the verge of. 

In puissant, am-pwees-song (French). 
Weak; powerleS. 

Inquisition, inkwe-xisshun (Latin, 
inguintio). Judicial inquiiv; examination; 
an eodettostioal tribunal for the detection 
and pmiiahinmit of heresy. 

Insatiable, in-sayshea^bl (Latin, in; 
taiit, suffieimit). Qmedy beyond measure ; 
that oaimot be saHsfled. 


Inscrutable* bnlkroota-bul (Latin, 
*ntorutabilisl Not to bo searched or 
ioimirod into; that cannot be traced or 
followed ; ur'warohabler^ nn^oovor»b}e. 


Insoluble, in-sollu-bul (Latin, xmolv- 
hilis). That cannot be dissolved, particu- 
larly by a liquid; not to be solved or 
explained. 

Inspire, in-spire (Latin, in; tpxrOf to 
breathe). To draw in the breath ; to 
breatho into ; hence, to infuse into the 
mind ; to animate ; to infuse the spirit ; 
to direct by the spirit. 

Inspissate, in-spis-sate (Latin, in; 
gpUmSf thick). To thicken ; to make 
mlck; to bring to greater consiste._ce 
by evaporating the thinner parts. 

Installation, in-stall-ayshun (Italian, 
installare, to place)w The putting in 
possession of an office, rank, or order, with 
the customary ceremonies. To install a 
clergyman is to place over a particular 
church one who has been already or- 
dained. 

Instant, contracted inst., used in 
correspondence, &o. for the current month. 
The distinction between itistant and cwTenf 
is this : iTist. denotes that the day of thw 
month is past, and mrt. that it has not yet 
arrived. 

Instanter, in -stonier (Latin). In 
law, instantly ; without loss of time. 

In Statu quo (Latin). A term 
signifying that condition in which things 
were left at a certain period ; as when 
belliij^erent parties agrOe that their mutual 
relations should be tn statu guo, or as they 
were before the commencement of hos- 
tUities. 

Instigate, inste-^te (Latin, in; stigo, 
to push on). To incite; to provoke; to 
set on ; to encourage to do either right or 
wrong, 

Instinotively, in-stinktiv-le (Latin, 
in; stin^, to put out light). By force of 
instinct ; by the call of natuio. 

Insular, insu-lar (Latin, insula, an 
island). Pertaining to an island; sur- 
rounded water; separate ; di'900» 
aeotydt 
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XnBUperable^ in-mipera-biil (Latin, 
tit/ tup&\ above). Not to bo ovorcotnej 
irugnrmm mtftble ^ that cannot be passed 
over. 

InBuraiice. A contract by which one 
or more persons engage to make good any 
ioss which another may sustain by fire, 
shipwreck, or other cause specified. When 
the insurance is made against risk at sea, 
it is distinguished by the name of marine 
inmrance. Life inturance is where a person, 
by the payment of a yearly premium, 
insures to his heirs a certain sum, payable 
at his'death. Insurances of this kind are 
also made for a specified number of years, 
and instead of an annual premium, a single 
sum may be paid, depending in amount 
upon the age of the "whose life 

the insurance is made. There is also aeci- 
dent inmmnce, railway insurance, &c. 

Insurgent, in-surjent (Latin, in; surge, 
to rise). One who rises against established 
authority; a rebel. 

IntagUo, in*talyo (Italian, intagliare, 
to carve). In sculpture, and gem-engrav- 
ing, a stone in which the subject is hollowed 
out, so that an impression from it would 
present the appearance of bas-relief. An 
intaglio is the opposite of a cameo. 

Integer, inte-jur (Latin). The whole 
of a thing. In arithmetic, the whole num- 
ber, as distinguished from a fraction. 

Integral, in-tegitil (Latin, integer ^ the 
whole). Whole; complete; entire; not 
fractional. 

Integument, in-teggu-ment (Latin, in- 
tego, to cover). That which naturally invests 
or covers an^hing. 

Intendant, in-tendant (French). An 
officer who superintends ; one who has the 
diroctiem and management of some public 
business. 

Inter. A Latin prefix, signifying among 
or between. 

Inter Alia, inter-aleya (Latin). Among 
other things or matters. 

Intercalary, inter-kalaiy (Latin, inter, 
between; calo, to call). Inserted. An 
inUrcoXary verse, a versa said or repeated 
between others ; an intercalary day, a day 
declared to be between others, as tne 29tn 
of February in leap-year. 

Inter-oommmiicatioxiu inter- com - 
muny-kayshun (Latin, inUr, between ; con, 
together; munus, a gift), l^ciprocal com- 
munication ; impaling information or 
iRaowlodge one to th« otner 


Interdict, inter -dikt (Latin, inter; 
dice, to speak). To prohibit ; to forbid j a 
jMPohibition; a Popish prohibition, restrain- 
mg the clergy from performing religious 
duties. 

Interest. In commerce, the allowance 
made for the loan or forbearance of a sum 
of money which is lent for, or bocomes due, 
at a certain time. It is always, in re^lar 
transactions, so much per cent., and is mther 
simple or compound. Simple interest is that 
which arises upon the principal only, for 
the whole time of the loan : compmnd 
interest is that which becomes due on the 
principal and interest added together, and 
are perpetmilly accumulating. 

Interim, inter-im (Latin). The time be- 
tween; the meantime; intervening period. 

Interlard, inter-lard (French, erUrelar^ 
der). In cookery, to mix lean meat with 
fat or lard; hence, to lay in between ; to 
interpose ; to mix ; to diversify by mixture. 

Interlinear, inter-lin-eer (Latin, inter, 
between ; linea, a line). Inserted between 
the lines of the original composition or 
writing. 

Interlocution, inter-lo-kewrfiun (Lat., 
inter, between ; loquor, to speak). Dialogue, 
or the act of speaking by turns ; speaking 
between or among different persons. In 
law, an intermediato act or decree before 
final decision. 

Interlope, inter-Jope (Latin, inter, be- 
tween ; Dutch, loopen, to run). To come 
or go in between ; to intercept advantage ; 
to prevent right ; to forestall. 

Interlude, intcr-lude (Latin, inter, be- 
tween ; ludo, to play). A piece performed 
during the intervals of a play, or between 
other pieces. 

Inter-marriage, inter-mar-rij. Mar- 
riage between families where each takes 
one and gives another. 

Intermediate, inter-meedy-ate (Lat., 
inter, between; medius, middle). Lying 
between two extremes ; interveidng. I 

Interminable, in-termina-bul (Latin, 
in; terminus, a boundary). Boundless; 
endless; without limit. 

Intermittent, inter-mit-tent j^a^, 
inter, between; mitto, to send). Ceasing 
at intervals ; occurring fitfully or at inter- 
vals. In medical practice, applied to a 
fever or other disease, the paroxysms of 
which recur at fixed or uncemln periods ; 
also, to a pulse which, after some vibratioQ, 

I ce^s^s to beat for a short t*mQ» 
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International, inter-nasshun-al (Lat., 
inter, between ; natio, a nation). Bolating 
to tbe intercounse between diiferent 
nations. 

Internecine, inter-ne-sin (Ijatin, inter; 
natr, death). Compassing mutual destruo- 
idon ; tending to kill one another. 

Inter nos, inter noz (Latin). Between 
ourselves; in strict confidence; same as 
entre none* 

Interpellation, in-terpel-layshun 
(Latin, inter, between ; pello, to call). An 
interruption ; an interference ; interces- 
sion ; a summons ; an earnest address. 

Intepleader, inter-plee-dur. In law, 
a nil qf interpleader, in Chancery, or where 
a person owes rent or a debt to one of the 
pc^ies in suit ; but till the determination 
of such suit, he knows not who is the legal 
claimant, and he desires that they may 
interplead or settle their claims between 
themselves, so that ho may pay with secu- 
rity to himself. 

Interpolate, in-terpo-late (Lat., inter, 
between; polio, to polish). To introduce 
or insert an3rthing new ; to foist a thing 
into a place where it does not belong. 

Interregnum, inter-regnum (Latin). 
The time during whicli n throne is vacant 
between the death of one prince and the 
accession of another. 

Inter rex, in-ter reks (Latin, inter, 
between ; rex, king). A regent ; a person 
appointed to discharge the royal functions 
during a vacancy of the throne. 

Interior, in-teery-ur (Latin). Inner; 
not outward ; towards the middle or centre ; 
inland country. 

Interrogative, inter-roggah-tiv (Lat., 
inter; rogo, to ask). Denoting a question ; 
expressed in the form of a question. 

In terrorem, inter-ro-rem (Latin). 
For a terror or warning; something held 
over a person to intimidate him. 

Inter ee, In-ter se (Latin), Among 
tilemselves. 

Intersect, inter-sekt (Latin, inter, be- 
tween ; eeco, to cut). To divide ; to cross 
ea(^ other; to cut oetween one by another. 

Intersperse, inter-spers (Latin, inUr, 
between; eparme, scattered). To scatter 
or si«inkl0 between or amonjg; to place 
here and there among other thln^. 

Interstice, inter-stis (Latin, iider, be- 
tween; sto, to stand)* Space standing or 
■itoated betwem ; time between acts. 
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Interval, Husical. A term applied 
to a certain relation between musical notes, 
which depends on the number of their 
vibrations. The simplest or most consonant 
interval is that of the octave. Compound 
intervals are those which exceed an octave, 
and they are named accordingto the distance 
of the two boundary notes. 

Intervene^ inter-veen (Latin, inter, 
between ; venw, to come). To come be- 
tween or among; to interrupt ; to fall be- 
tween points of time or events. 

Intestate, in-testate (Latin, in ; testis, 
a witness). Dying without a will ; without 
having made a will, or testifying the ^ill; a 
person who dies without having made a will. 

Intestine, in-testin (Latin, intus, 
within). Inward; internal; within a king- 
dom or state ; domestic ; the interior passage 
of the body ; a bowel. 

Intolerant, in-tolly-rant (Latin, in; 
tolero, to endure). Impatient; unable to 
bear; refusing to tolerate others. 

Intonation, into-nayshun (Latin, in; 
tono, to thunder, or sound). The modula- 
tion of the human voice in speaking or 
singing; the act or manner of sounding. 

In toto, in to-to. A Latin phrase, 
signifying wholly ; entirely. 

Intra. A Latin preposition and adverb, 
signifying within. 

Intractable, in-tmctah-bul (Latin, 
intractahilis). Ungovernable ; not to bo 
managed or guided ; obstinate ; perverse ; 
stubborn. 

Intransitive, in-transy-tiv (Latin, 
intransUivus, not passed over). That cannot 
or may not go or pass over. In grammar, an 
intransitive verb, or verb neuter, expresses 
an action, or state limited to the agent, as 
I walk, I sleep. 

Intransitu, in-transy-tu (Latin). In 
the act of passing from one place to anothei*. 

Intrencbi, in-trensh (Latin, in; and 
French, trencher). To digj or cut trenches 
around a place, as in fortihcation ; figura- 
tively, to invade or encroach upon what 
belongs to another. 

Intricate, in-trikkat (Latin, in; tnccs, ' 
hairs or threads used to ensnare birds). 
Entangled; perplexed; involved; compli* 
cated; obscure or difficult. 

Intrigue, in-^reeg (Latin, %n; tnccs). 
A plot ; a stiatagem ; an amour carried on 
with great artifice by lovers ; a soheme to 
subven govenuneni 
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Intrinsic, in-trinsik.^ (Laiiiijr Intra, 
vithin; hcvAj near). in its own 

nature; actually existing qualities; belong- 
ing to the essence of a tmng; not accident^ 
or apparent. 

Intro. A Latin adverb, signifying into, 
witkin, 

Introcession, intro -seshun (Latin, 
introj into ; cedo^ to fall back). A sinking 
or depression of parts inward. 

Introit, in-troyt (Latin, introitus, an 
entrance). In the Koman Catholic Church, 
a chant when the priest enters within the 
rails of the altar. 

Intromission, intro-misshun (Latin, 
iidro, into ; to send). A sending in; 
an intermeddling with the effects of another ; 
suffering to enter. 

Introspection, intro-spekshun (Latin, 
intro, witmn ; ^edo, to look). A view of 
the inside or interior; an examination of 
the heart or mind. 

Introvert, intro-vert (Latin, intro, 
within; n&rto, to turn). To turn in- 
wards. 

Intuition, intu-isshun (Latin, wiy tiieor, 
to look mentally). Insight; immediate 
perception without the intervention of 
reasoning, argument, or testimony. 

Inundation, innun-dayshun (Latin, 
in; unda, a wave). A flood ; a deluge ; an 
overflow of water. 

Inure, in-ure {in; and Norman, 
use or practice). To habituate ; to accus- 
tom ; to apply or expose in use or practice 
till a habit is formed, and Inconvenience is 
no longer felt. 

In vacuo, in vaku-o (Latin). In a 
vacuum ; a void or empty space. 

Invalid, invah-loed (Latin, invalids, 
weak). A weak or infirm person; one 
disabled by sickness, or worn out in war- 
fare. 

Invalidate, in-vally-date (Latin, in- 
valids, weak). To weaken; to make 
void ; to render of no effect ; to destroy 
the force of. 

Invaluable, in - valua - bul. Highly 
prized ; precious ; above estimation ; 
deemed of exceeding worth. 

Xnvective,in-vektiv (Latin, in, against ; 
veho, to c{^). Harsh censure ; angry 
abuse; railing speech, containing reproach- 
ful expressions. 

Inveigb, in-v^ (L^in, in, against; 
who, to carry). To rail against ; to re- 
proach, to upbraid. 


Invelgl^ in-veegul (Norman, inveogUr, 
to blind). To wheedle; to ensnare; to 
entice ; to persuade to something evil ; to 
bring a person into our wishes. 

Inverse, in- verse (Latin, in, against: 
vertOt to turn). Opposed to diroct : turned 
in a contrary way ; inside out ; upside down. 

Invest, in-vest (Latin, in; vesiU, a gar- 
ment). To clothe or dress ; hence to clothe 
figuratively, with au office or dignity ; to 
put into the hands or possession ; to put 
into the funds. 

Inveterate, in-vetter-ate (Latim in; 
vets, old). Deep-rooted; old; firmly 
fixed ; settled by long custom or continu- 
ance ; obstinate by long usage. 

Invidious, in-viddy-us(Latin, in; video, 
to look upon). Viewing with envy ; re- 
garding with evil eyes; grieving at the 
good fortune of others ; likely to incur ill- 
will or hatred, or to provoke envy. 

Invigorate, in-vigp-rate (Latin, in; 
vigor, vigour). To give vigour to; to 
strengthen ; to animate. 

Invincible, in-vinsy-bul (Latin, in; 
vinco, to conquer). Not to be conquered ; 
not to be overcome ; that may not or can- 
not bo beaten. 

Inviolable, in -viola -bul (Latin, in; 
vtolo, to violate). Not to be broken or 
infringed; not to be profaned ; sacred. 

Inviscate, in-viskate (Latin, in; vises, 
glue). To daub with glue ; to apply gum ; 
to entangle in glutinous matter. 

Invocation, invo-kayshun (Latin, in; 
voco, to call). The act of addressing 
prayer ; the form used in addressing any 
being for aid and assistance. 

Invoice, in-voise (French, envoyez, to 
send). The account of the freight of a ship, 
or of the articles and price of goods sent by 
a factor ; an account of goods sold or con- 
signed, with their prices. 

Involuntary, in-vollun-tary (Latin, in; 
volo, to fly). Not willing ; not having wiU 
or choice ; not wishing or desiring ; inde- 
pendent of, or against the will. 

Involution, invo-lewshun (Latin, in; 
Volvo, to roll). The act of involving or en- 
folding ; the state of being entangled ; 
complication. 

Involve, in-volv (Latin, in; volo, to roll). 
To envelop or enwrap in surroundix^ 
matter ; to entangle ; to complicate. 

IO(^e, i-o-din (Orkek, iodet, res^bUng 
a y|olft, or violet-cplpnred). A snbBtanoe 
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nbtaixi^ from eertain marine planta, which 
forth » TioletK)oloured vapour. 

lOBi0» i-onik. Pertaining: to Ionian in 
iOreepe ; applied to a dialect in the Greek 
iaogikge. In architecture, the Ionic order, 
the third order of architecture, Intermediate 
between the strong Doric and the delicate 
Corinthian. 

Iot%' i'Otah. Primarily, the Greek 
letter^ which, in contractions, is often 
idenifioa by a sort of dot under another 
letter; hence, a tittle, the least assign- 
able quantity. 

Ipse Dbcit, ip'Sy dik-sit. A Latin 
phrase, signifjring **ho himself said it.” 
it is commonly used substantively to imply 
more assertion, as, You have only his tpse 
dUxit " Ipse facto, by the fact itself ; in the 
very act. Ipse jure, by the law itself. 

Ir. A prefix used generally instead of 
in; it sometimes signifies negation or priva- 
tion, being in such cases equivalent to not 
or un, sometimes also, on. or upon. 

Irascible, e-rassy-bul (Latin, irascor, 
to be an|p 7 ). Prone to anger; hasty in 
temper j iriitable ; easily provoked. 

Ire (Latin, ira, anger). Witith ; rage ; 
keen resentment. 

Irenioal, i-renny-kal (Greek, eirme, 
peace). Pacific ; desirous of peace. 

Iris, i-ris (Greek). The rainbow ; any 
coloured circle surrounding another body ; 
the circle round the pupil of the eye. 

Irksome, urk-sum (Saxon, ware, grief, 
pain). Wearisome: troublesome; toil* 
some ; tedious and narassiug in perform- 
imoo* 

Ironical, i-ronik-al (Greek, etron, a 
dissembler). Expressing one thing and 
meaning another ; sarcasm. 

Irradiate,ir-raddy-ate(Latin, in; radio, 
to shine). To dart rays into ; to illumine ; 
to shine ; toadom with light ; to brighten ; 
to cheer; to animate. 

Ifx^ational, ir-rashun-al (Latin, %n; 
nitfc, reason). Kot rationtd; opposed to 
reason ; $kmird; destitute of understand- 
ing; fool^. 

I]m0laiinab!ld,in7-kla3nna-bul(Latin, 
in; f€, ; claimoj to cry out). Past 

redemption ; not to oe refcnined ; untam- 
able. 





Irrslevant, ir-relly-vant (Latin, in, 
levo, to raise). Not to the puipose ; not 
applicable ; having no connection or rela- 
tion with. 

Irremediable, irroo-media-bul (Latin, 
in; re; medeor, to cure). Admitting of no 
cure ; not to bo retnediod ; not to bo cor- 
meted or redressed* 

Irreparable, ir-reppera-bnl (Latin, «/?; 
re; paro, to prepare). Not to bo repaired ; 
not to bo recovered ; not to be compen- 
sated for. 

Irrevocable, ir-revoka-bul (I-ntin, lu; 
re, back ; voco, to call). That cannot be 
roc.allod or repealed. 

Isagon, i-sa-gon (Greek, isos, equal * 
gonia, an angle). A figure whose angles 
are equal. 

Islamism, is-Iam-ism (Arabic, salama, 
to be free, safe, or devoted to God). The 
true faith, according to the Mohammedans. 

Iso, i-so. A prefix shortened from isos, 
a Greek adjective, signifying equal. 

Isolated, i-so-lajd^od (Latin, insula, an 
island). Detached ; ■ separate ; standing 
alono. 

Isomeric, i-som-orik (Greek, isns^ 
equal ; meros, a part). Possessing tho 
same proportions, but different proper- 
ties. 

Isonomy,i-sonO'me (Greek, isos, equal; 
»owio.%law). Equal law; equal distribution 
of rights and privileges. 

Issue, ish-u (Latin, ex, out ; eo, to go). 
To go out ; to pass out ; to proceed ; to 
send forth or emit ; to spring from ; to 
flow from. Exit ; egress or passage ; 
event ; consequence ; conclusion ; progeny ; 
offspring. In law, tho disputed point or 
question to which two parties in an action 
have narrowed their several allegations, 
and upon which they are desirous of obtain- 
ing a decision ; parties thus circumstanced 
are said to be at issue ; the question so set 
apart is called the issue. 

Isthmian Games, ist-ine-an games 
Among the ancients, certain sports and 
games oelebrated on the Isthmus of Co- 
rinth. 

Isthmus, ist-mus. In geography, a 
neck of lahd joining two continents, or by 
which a pe ninsuia is connected with the 
mainland. 

Italic, i-taHk. Belating to Italy or Its 
letters ; applied to disting^uish a kind of 
type us^d by letter^prte prints 
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Ite, ite. A termination used in chemical 
lerms, to indicate that a saline compound is 
formed by an acid ending in ou^—thus^ 
cu]phurtt«« are formed by sulphurous acids^ 
wi& bases. 

Item, idem (Latin). An article ; a 
■eporato particular; a hint; a word used 
when something is to be added. 

Iteration, itor-ayshun (Latin, iteraiio). 
Repetition. 

Itinerant, i-tinny-rant (Latin, iter, a 
going). Going or passing from one place 
to another ; one who travels from place to 
place; journeying; travelling. 

Itis, i-iis. A termination in pathological 
words to the Greek name of the organ or 
part affected, implying a state of inflam- 
mation. 

Ive. ive. A termination sigpiifying 
strength, power; as OLct-ive, who has the 
power of acting. Mot-ire, that can or may 
move. 

J. 


Jack, jak. The diminutive of the 
proper name John ; commonly applied to 
anything small. Jack was formerly a com- 
mon name for little boys ; and hence the 
terras hootjack. jackspit, which, from having 
been originally applied to the little boy 
whose business was to pull off the boots and 
turn the spit, were naturally given to the 
instruments substituted for the purpose. 


Jacobin, jakko-bin. A name given 
during the Revolution in Franco, to the 
more violent advocates for republican 
government. The appellation originated 
m the circumstance that the secret meet- 
ings of that party were held in a building 
anciently belonging to the Jacobin monks. 
The term Jaewin has been subsequently 
applied to aiw turbulent demagogue who 
opposes the Government in a secret and 
unlawful manner. 

Jacobite, jakko-bite. In English his- 
tory, one who asserted the rights of King 
James and his family, disavowing the Revo- 
lution of 1688 . and vindicating the doctrines 
of passive obedience and non-resistance 
frith respect to the arbitrary proceedings 
>f princes. 

Jacquard Iiooxn. An ingenious in- 
vention of M. Ja^uard, of Lyons, adapted 
to a silk or muslin loom, to superoede the 
smplopaent of draw-ooys m weaving 
figured goods. 

Jactitation, jakty-tavshun (Latin, 
;acfafto). A tossing of the body; restless- 
ness; throwing; easting; heaving. 


Jaculate, jakku-late (Latin, Jaeulos% 

To dart ; to throw. 

Jag (Saxon, saga, a saw). To out into 
notches or teeth ; a notch ; dentioulation* 

Jaghire, jag-hire. An East Indian 
word, denoting an assignment of the Go- 
vernment share of the produce of a portion 
of land to an individual, either personal or 
for the support of a public establishment, 
particularly of a military nature. The 
noldor of a jaghire is styled a jaghire dar. 

Jagury, jag-ury. In commerce, a 
Beng^eso name for a species of coarse 
sugar in an impure state. 

Jab, ja (Hebrew). Jehovah. 

Jalamus, jal-amus. In antiquity, a 
kind of mournful song, used upon the occa- 
sion of death or any other affecting oocuiv 
rence. 

Jalousie^ jal-owsy (French). A screen 
or blind for windows, used in warm climates. 

Jamb, jam (French, jamhe, a leg). Th^s 
side-piece of a chimney or door; a support 
or prop. 

Janitoi*, jannit-ur (Latin, janua, door, 
or gate). A door-keeper ; a porter ; a jailor. 

Janizary, janny-zary (Turkish, yengi 
cheri, new soldiers). Formerly, a soldier of 
the Turkish foot-guards ; now abolished. 

Jansenists, jansen-ists. A sect of 
Christians, who followed the pinions of 
Jansonius, bishop of Ypres, iu Franco. 

January, jannu-ary. The first month 
of the year, named after Janus, a heathen 
deity, originally the same as the Sun. 

Japanese, jappan-eez. Pertaining to 
Japan, or its inhabitants; a native of 
Japan; the language of Japan. 

Jargon, jar-gun (Saxon, ganire, to 
chatter). Unintelligible talk ; language 
which is not underatood, either by the 
speaker or his hearers. 

Jarring, lar-ring (Saxon, yrre, to clash). 
Discordant ; harsh ; aisagreeable ; quarrel- . 
ling; disputing; shaking; clashing. 

J asper, jas-pur. A silicious mineral of 
various colours, and capable of being highly 
polished ; the colours are generally owing* 
to the presence of oxide of iron, &c. It is 
commonly found in rocks of volcanic origin. 

J aundice, jahu-dis (French, fawne, yel- 
low). A disease, of which the 
ing peculiarity is, that the whole iddn 
becomes yellow. It prooeeds from ac 
affection of the liver ana gall-blftclder and 
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|g ofben laperinduoed by long continuance 
of melim<^oly and painful emotions ; hence, 
« p era on who talka in a gloomy strain of 
is said to taJce a Jaiinoioed view 

Jaunt, jahnt (French, janier). A 
ramble ; an excoxsiQn ; a short journey; a 
trip ; a tour. 

Jaunty, jahn-ty. Airy ; gay ; finical ; 
dbowy, 

Javanese, janran-eez. Pertaining to 
Java ; a native of Java. 

Jelxovali (Hebrew). The Scripture 
name of the Supreme Being. 

Jejune, je-joon (Latin, dry). 

Pasting; hungry; empty; dry; barren; 
wanting in substance or mterest. 

Jemidar, jemmy-dar. In military 
affairs, a native officer, who has the same 
rank as a lieutenant in the East India Com- 
pany’s service. 

Jennet, jen-nit. A small Spanish horse. 

Jeopardy, jeppur.de(Fronch, faiperdUi 
I hav^ost ; or jeu partis a hazardous game). 
Exposure to death; danger, loss, or injury; 
hazard; peril. 

Jereed, jer-eed. A short club or blunt 
javelin, darted by Turks in sport. 

Jeremiad, jeree-me-ad. Lamentation; 
a tale of grief ; a wail of sorrow or lament, 
so named from JeremiaA, the prophet. 

Jerkin, jer-kin (Saxon, cyrtelUn, a 
tunic). A jacket ; a short coat. 

Jesting, jes-ting (Italian, gtsiurtf to 
mock by gestures). Joking; sarcasm; 
acting or speaking with a want of serious- 
ness. 

Jesuits, jezzu-its. The Society of Jems, 
an order in the Bomish Church, political 
and religious, corresponding with a chief 
at Borne, and possesinng great influence in 
all countries where they are tolerated. The 
term is applied by way of reproach to any 
crafty person ; or one who acts untruth- 
fully, artfully, insincerely. 

Jet d’Eau, ^ay-do. A French term, 
used to signify a fountain which casts up 
water to a considerable height in the air. 

Jetsaan, jet-sam. In maritime law, the 
tbrowing overboard any portion of a ship’s 
freight, with a view to save the remainder, 
^ enabling the vessel to weather the 
mrm tee gm off a shallow. When such an 
oeeufrcnoe takes place, the parties in- 
fsnwted divide the loss amoag th^ . 


Jetty. A projection of stone or wood^ 
effCrdipg a convenient place for Itmding 
from, and discharging vessels or boats; or 
simply intended as a breakwater, in form- 
ing an entrance into a harbour. 

J eu d’Esprit, zhud-spre (French). A 
witticism ; a play of wit. 

Jezebel, jezzy-bel. An impudent, dar- 
ing, vicious woman; from a woman of 
tms name and character mentioned in 
Scripture. 

Jib-boom. In nautical lan^iago, a 
spar run out from the end of the bowsprit 
of a vessel continuing it. 

Jockey, jok-e. The diminutive of 
Jack; hence a little boy, also a horse-ridor, 
because boys or small persons are usually 
employed in that capacity. Hence, also, 
jockey, to trick, to cheat; because the 
success of a jockey depends, in a great 
measure, upon artifice and cunning. 

Jocose, jo-kose fLatin, ^ocoaua). Given 
to jest ; mirthful ; humorous ; facetious ; 
pleasant; waggish. 

Jooimd, jok-und (Latin, jocundus). 
Merry ; gay ; sportive ; full of animation 
and enjoyment. 

Joffging, jog-ing (Dutch, shocken, to 
shake). To move, as it were, by a succession 
of shakes or shocks; to proceed at the 
slow space of a shaking trot. 

Joint Stock. In commerce, a stock or 
fund formed by the union of several shares 
from different persons. 

Jointure, jojp-ture. A settlement on 
a woman in consideration of marriage, and 
which she is to enjoy after her husband’s 
death. 

Joist, joystr (French, ajuster, to adjust). 
On© of tne cross or secondary timbers cn 
which the boards of a floor rest. 

J oily Boat (a corruption of yawl boat J . 
A small boat belonging to a vessel. 

Jour Mai^e, joor may-gr (French). 
The day of abstinence from flesh-meat, 
appointed by the Bomish Church, usually 
the Friday m every week, together with 
other special occasions. 

Journalist, jumal-ist (French, jour, 
day), A name given to a person employed in 
a literary capacity on the public journals or 
newspapers. 

Journeyman, jumy-man (French, 
joumSef a day or day** work). Strictly, a 
man employed to wotk by riio day; but 
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commonly applied to any meohanio who is 
liired to work for another. 

Joust, just (French, jmU). Tilt; 
tournament; mock fight. 

Jovial, jore-yal (French). Gay ; merry ; 
joyous ; bom under the influence of the 
planet Jupiter (or Jove), 

Jubilant, juby-lant (Latin, jubilo, to 
shout for joy). Uttering songs of triumph ; 
rejoicing ; shouting for joy. This word is 
supposed to be ^marily derived from 
Jvhalf the name of the originator of musi- 
cal instruments. 

Jubilee, juby-le (Latin, juUlum). A 
grand festival celebrated eveiy fiftieth year, 
by the Jews, in commemoration of their 
deliverance from Egjrpt ; also, a festival 
celebrated among us upon the occasion of a 
monarch reigning fifty years ; an institu- 
tion having reached the fiftieth year of its 
existence, &c. 

Judaism, ju-dayism. The religion of 
the Jews; the laws of the Jews; Jewish 
rites and ceremonies. 

Judaize, juda-ize. To conform to the 
doctrines, rites, and manners of the Jews. 

Judicial, ju-dishal (Latin, judex, a 
judge). Pertaining to courts of justice ; 
proceeding from a court; inflicted as a 
penalty. 

Jugular, ju-gular (Latin, jugulum., the 
neck). Belonging to the nock or throat. 
Jugtdar veins, the veins which bring the 
blood from the head, descending upon the 
sides of the neck. 

Julian, jool-yan. Noting the old ac- 
count of the year, as regulated by Julius 
Otesar. 

July, ju-li. Tlie seventh month of the 
year ; so named from Julius Cajsar, who 
was bom in it. 

Jumble, jum-bul (French, comlUfi'), A 
confused mixture ; a mass thrown together 
in disorder. 

Junction, junk-shun (Latin, jungo, to 
join). The act of joining ; union ; coali- 
tion; combination. 

Juncture, junkt-yur (Latin, jungo, to 
join). A joining ; time or point where two 
things are joined together ; union ; a criti- 
cal point of time. 

June. The sixth month in the year ; 
so named from the festivals given in honour 
of Juno. 

Jungle, jung-gul <Hindoo). In Asia, a 
ihiok wood of small trees or fdxrubs, 


Junior, joon-yur (Latin). Younger; 
later bom ; not so old as another. 

Junk. A Chinese boat or ship ; pieces 
of old rope or cordage ; a sea tonn for hard 
salt beef. 

Junket, jun-ket (Italian, giuncaia), A 
sweetmeat ; a delicacy ; a festive enter- 
tainment. 

Junta, jun-tah \ A select council in 

J unto, lun-to 3 Spain, for taking cog- 
nisance of important matters in politics, 
commerce, &c. Applied in a genem sense 
to a band or knot of people ; a combination 
or confederacy. 

Jurat, Ju-rat (Latin, yumfum, a person 
sworn). The name given to magistrates 
resembling aldermen, appointed for the 
government of some corporations. 

Jure Bivino, ju-re de-vino (Latin). 
By Divine right. 

Juridical, ju-riddy-kal (lAt, juridieus). 
Pertaining to the administration of the law; 
belonging to courts of law or justice; rat- 
ing to a judge. 

Jurisdiction, jewris-dikshun (Latin, 
jurisdictio). Legal authority; extent of 
power; district to which authority extends. 

Jurisprudence, jewris-prudens (Lat., 
jus, right ; p7'ude7is, prudent). The science 
of law ; knowledge of law. 

Jurist, ju-rist (French, juriste). One 
versed in civil law ; one versed in the law 
of nations, or who writes on tho subject. 

Jurymast, jury-mast. A temporary 
mast put up in the place of one which has 
been carried away by accident, or erected 
in a new vessel for tho purpose of navigat- 
ing her to the place whore she is to be pro- 
perly fitted out. 

Jus Gentium, jus jenshy-um (Latin). 
The law of nations. 

Juste Milieu, riioostmil-yoo (French). 
Intermediate course ; midway ; happy 
medium. 

Justiciarj^ jus-tishy-e-ary (Latin, 
justus, just). One who administers justice. 

Justifiable, justy-fiah-bl jxtstus, 
just). Defensible by law or reason; that 
can be justified. 

Juvenescent, juyy-nessent (Latin, 
juvenis, youth), ^coming young; growing 
youthful. 

Juvenile, juven-ile (Latin, 
youth). Young; youthful; pettaiaiiig ti 
! or suitable for youth. 
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Juxtapositioiif juk-stah-po-dshun 
(Laitn, juxtat even ; posttwn, placed). A 
placing^ or being placed near. 

K. 

Kaffer,kaf-fur (Arabic). An unbeliever; 
a name given to the Hottentots, who reject 
the Mohammedan faith. 

Kaland, kal^and (German). The name 
of a lay fraternity instituted in the thir> 
teenth century, for the purpose of doing 
honour to deceased relatives and friends. 

Kale, kale (Gorman, Ml). An esculent 
plant ; a kind of cabbage, with a curly and 
wrinkled leaf. 

Kaleidoscope, ka-lydo-skope (Greek, 
ialof, beautiful ; emot, resemblance ; thopeOf 
to view). An optical instrument which ex- 
hibits to the eye svmmetrioal and beautiful 
combinations of images, by a particular 
arrangement of mirrors adjusted to a tube. 

Kali, kay-le. The name given by the 
Arabians to an annual plant, which grows 
near the sea-shore, and from the ashes of 
which they obtain their alkali for making 
soap ; the ashes of this plant are also used 
in the manufacture of glass. 

Kalotype, kay-lo-tipe (Greek, halos^ 
beautiful ; typos^ an impression). The art 
of fixing photogniphic images upon surfaces 
of silver. 

Kami, kay-me. The name given in 
Japan to certain spirits, the belief in which 
is the foundation of the Japanese religion. 

Kamsin, kam-sin. A hot and diy 
southeriy wind, which prevails in Egypt 
and the deserts of Africa at certain seasons 
of the year; named also timoon and samid. 

Kantian, kan-te-an. BelatingtoKant, 
the German metaphysician, or his system 
of philosophy. 

K*CJB. An abbreviation for Knight 
Commander of the Bath. 

Keblali, keb-tah. Hio name given 
by tWMdIuasiiiedans to that point of the 
eompass, the direction of whicii is towards 
^6 temple of Mecca. 

Keokle, kek-nl. To wind old rope 
around a cable, to preserve it from being 
fretted* 

Kedge. kej. A small anchor, used to 
keep a mp iteady when ri^ng m a har- 
bour orf$T0r> eflpmnally at the turn of the 
tide, to keep her clear of h^r bowmr anohor, 
also to remoTo her fro?n part of a har- 


bour to another ; to warp as a ship ; te 
move off by hedging. 

KeeL The main and lowest timber in a 
vessel, extending at the bottom from stem 
to stem, and forming the basis of the whole 
structure. The vessela employed in col- 
lieries are also called keels. 

KeelhanL To haul under the keel of a 
ship. Keelhauling is a punishment infiiotod 
in me Dutch navy for certain offences. The 
offender is suspended by a rope from one 
yard-arm, with weights to his legs, and a 
rope fastened to him, which pakses under 
the ship’s bottom td the opposite yard-arm, 
and being let fall into the water, he is 
drown under the ship’s bottom and raised 
on the other side. 

Keeve, koev. A largo vessel for 
fermenting liquor ; a mashing tub. 

Kelp. The calcined ashes of sea- weed, 
producing carbonate of soda. 

Kelpie^ kol-pe. A supposed spirit of 
the wat^s in Scotland, having the form of a 
hone. 

Ken (Saxon, cennan). The primary 
meaning is probably to see; thus, to view at 
a distiunce ; to know ; to imderstand ; 
limit of view ; reach of sight. 

Keoskf ko-osk (Turkish). A kind of 
open pavilion or summer-house, supported 
by pillars. 

Kepler’s Laws. In astronomy, cer- 
tain analogies between the distances of 
planetary bodies and their times of periodic 
revolution ; as also between the rate of 
motion of any revolving body, whether 
primary or secondary, and its distance from 
the central body about which it revolves ; 
first discovered by John Kepler, of Wir- 
temberg. KepWs Problem^ the determin- 
ing of the true from the mean anomaly of 
a planet, or the determining its place in 
the elliptic orbit, aoswefisg to any given 
time ; nrst propoimd by Kepler: 

Kerchief, ker-ohif (French, couvre- 
chef). LiterMly, a cover for the head ; 
a head-dress; any loose cloth used in 
dress. 

Keri-chetib (Hebrew, what is read 
pr written). In Biblical literature, a tens 
used to denote various readings Irm, 
signifying that which is read, and ehetih, 
that which is written. When any such 
Tm>n^ readings occur, the wrong reading 
is written in the tei^, and that is oallea 
the ehetih; and the correct reading is 
written in the margin, with H under it, and 
called the keri. 
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Kern (Dutch, Urne). That which is 
surrouadad or inclosed in a shell or other 
enTolope; that which has a resemblance in 
form or taste, or in other qualities^ to those 
of the kernels of fruit. 

Ketoh^ ketsh (Italian, caicchiOi a chest 
or tub). An old English term, nearly 
synonymous with the modem name of 

aohi. It is still applied to a small ship of 

urden. 

Ketiledrum. An instrument of 
martial music, composed of copper or brass, 
and covered with vellum or goat-skin; 
shaped like a kettle. 

Ke^. In music, the particular diatonic 
scale in which a composition begins and 
ends, and which prevails more or less in a 
given piece of music. There are twelve 
major and twelve minor keys. 

K.G. An abbreviation for Knight of the 
Garter. 

Khan, kan. An Asiatic governor. In 
the north of Asia this title expresses the 
full regal dignity ; but there are also kkans 
of provinces, cities, Ac. ; and in Persia, the 
titfo is also conferred on all officers of a 
certain rank. 

Kidnap, kid-nap (German, Jdnderdieh). 
To rob or steal children, or others ; to 
forcibly take or steal any person from his 
own country to another. 

Kidney Bean. A tough kind of bean, 
so called from its kidney shape. 

Kilderkin, kilder-kin. A eask of six- 
teen or eighteen gallons ; the eighth part of 
a hogshead. The derivation of this word is 
8P.id to be, because the quantity of fluid so 
contained bears the same proportion to a 
whole cask as a child bears to the grown 
man. 

Kilograznme, killo-gram. A French 
measure of weight of 'iOOO fframmes, or 
about 2| pounds. 

Kilolitre, killo-leetur. A French 
measure of 1000 litres, or 264 gallons; 
about 4 hogsheads. 

Kilometre, kHlo-meetur. A French 
measure of 1000 me^ref, or about five-eighths 
of a mile. 

Kimbo, kirn-bo (Saxon, cam, crooked), 
bent; arched; crooked. To set the arms 
is to place the hands on the M pt . 
with the elbows projecting outwards. 

KbOL (Saxon, cyn)* Bom of the same 
parents, immediate or remote : belonging 
to the same aneecrtors ; descended or pre- 
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duced from the same stock or race ; reW 
tionship by blood, or by ^ter-marrisge ; 
having the same or similar natural qualities. 

Kindred, kin-dred (Saxon, cyn), Bela- 
tion by birth ; affinity ; the connection or 
relation of persons descended from the same 
stock or common ancestors. In a general 
sense, congenial; of the like nature; 
possessing similar properties. 

Kine, kine (Dutch, koeyen). Plural of 
oow, now Buperi^ed by the regular plural, 

COVfS, 

King-at-Arme. Au officer in Englaad 
of groat antiquity, and form*erly of great 
authority, whose business is to direct the 
heralds, preside at their chapters, and have 
the juri^otion of armoury. There are 
three kings -at -arms; namely. Garter, 
Clarencieux, and Norroy. 

Kingcraft, king-kraft. The art of 
governing, usually in a bad sense. 

Kin^s KviL A scrofulous disease, in 
which the glands are ulcerated. The giP, 
of curing this disease was formerly attri 
buted to the kings and queens of England 
and had its origin in the time of Edward 
the Confessor. 

Kipp&P, kip-per (Scotch/. A saimon 
that hiui rocently Doen spawned, and there- 
fore unfit to be taken. Kippei’ed salmon 
are those which have been salted and dried, 
as not fit to use while fresh, because just 
from spawning. 

Kipskin, kip-skin. Leather prepared 
from me skin of young cattle, between calf- 
skin and cow-hide. 

Kirk, kurk ((]lerman, kirche). The 
Church of Scotland. 

Kirtle, kir-tel (Saxon, cyrlel). An upper 
gaimont; a name applied generally to any 
article of dress whi^ is adjusted by a 
girdle^ 

"Kit^ A term among soldiers, to express 
the complement of regimental necessaries, 
which they are obUged to keep in constant 
repair. 

Kit-Cat. A name given to a club to 
which Addison, Steele, and other eminent 
persons belonged, for the r vpose of uniting 
their zeal in favour of tli^ Protestant suc- 
cession of the House of Hanover. The 
same name is given to a three-quarter 
length portrait, of which many were taken 
for the club in question. The name oi kit* 
oi't was derived from ChrisU^hsr Mat, a 
pa.'try-cook« supplied elab 
tarti, 
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Kith(3axonjCy<At^). Kindred; alliance; I It is of a triangular form, and about two 
aoqnaint^oe, as distin^guisbed from hin» i miles in circunuerence. 


Xnag, nag (Danish). A knoi in wood, 
or a protuberant knot ; the shoot of a deer’s 
horn. 

Knell* nel (Saxon, cnyllan). The sound 
of a funeral bell ; a tolling for the dead. 

Elniglit* nite (Saxon, cnihi). Originally, 
a young man after ho had boon admitted to 
the privilege of bearing arms. This privi- 
lege was conferred on youths of family and 
fortime, and hence sprang the honourable 
title of knight, in modem usage, which 
ranks next to baronet, and entitles the 
person on whom it is conferred to be styled 
Sir, and his wife Lady, The knight of a 
thire is a representative of a county in 
Parliament, originally a knight, but now 
any private gentleman. 

Knight Service. A tenure of lands, 
originauy consisting in investiture of lands, 
upon express oonmtion that the person so 
invested shall serve in the wars of his lord. 

ISInout, nowt. An instrument of torture 
used in Eussia for intlioting punishment on 
criminals ; it consists chiefly of a strip of 
leather narrowing to a point, and about two 
feet in length. 

Kobold, ko-bold (German, holold, 
spirit). The name given to a supposed 
spirit, answering to the English goblin, 
imagined, in Germany, to preside over all 
domestic operations. From this word the 
name of the metal cobalt is derived. 

Kopek, ko-pek. ABussian copper coin, 
about the value of a halfpenny. 

Koran. See Alcoran. 

Kotbah, kot-bah (Arabic). A parti- 
cular kind of prayer used in Mohammedan 
countries, at the commencement of public 
worship in the great mosques on Friday, at 
noon. It consists chiefly of a confession 
of faith, and a petition for the prosperity 
of the Mohammedan religion. 

Kraal, kray-al. A South African Village 
or hamlet, being a collection of huts ranged 
in a oiioular form, so named by the early 
Dutch aettlerB, from kraal or ooralf a string 
of beads. 

ITyftlcm, kray-ken. A supposed sea- 
vast bidk, said to be seen ocoa- 
irionally on the coast of Norway, and of late 
years on the North American coasts. 

KrettilfSL krem-lin. The imperial 
jAlace otMosoow, containing sevml 


Kreosote, kreeo-sote ^reek, kreaSf 
flesh; sozOf to preserve). The antiseptio 
principle of wood-smoke. 

Kufic, kew-fik (from Kufaf a town on 
the Euphrates). An epithet applied to the 
ancient Arabic characters. 

Kurd. A native of Kurdistan, a 
country comprehending the lar^r poruon 
of that mountainous region which divides 
the elevated table-laud of Persia from the 
low plains of Mesopotamia. 

Kyloe, ki-lo (Scotch). The designation 
mven to the small black cattle brought 
irom the Isle of Skye. The word is mso 
applied to Highland black cattle of any 
district. 

Kyrie, ke-re-ay (Greek, 0 Kyrioif 0 
Lord). A word used in the celebration of 
the mass of the Eoman Catholic Church, 
in connection with another Greek word, 
efewoa, which signifies, ‘^0 Lord, have 
mercy upon us.” 

Ksrriological, keereo-lojjy-kal (Greek, 
kyros, proper; logoSf a discourse). An 
epithet applied to that class of Egyptian 
hieroglyphics in which a part is put to re- 
present a whole, as a pair of armed hands 
for a battle, a scaling-ladder for a siege, &c. 

Ii. 

Labefaction, labby-fakshun (Latin, 
lahefactio)p A weakening or loosening; 
failing; aownfall; decay; ruin. 

Labial, laby-al (Latin, Idbixm, a lip). 
Pertaining to the lips ; formed by the lips ; 
a letter or character representing an arti- 
culation of the lips, as ft,/, wi, p, v, 

Laborato^, lab-orrah-turry (French, 
Idboratoire), The room or place where a 
chemist performs his operations. 

Labyrinth, labby-rinth (Greek, laly- 
rinihos), A place full of winding and 
turnings; a maze; something extreme! | 
difficult; intricacy; x>erplexity. 

liac, Ifd:. In commerce, an East Indian 
term denoting 100,000 rupees, or £12,50(f 
sterling. 

Lacerate, lassy-rate (Latin, Igxer, 
tom). To tear or rend asunder ; to i^pa- 
rate by violence or tearing; figurattv«.y, 
to rend the heart, or wound the feelings. 

Laqhe, la^. ) (Latin, fosms, loose). 

Laches, l^h-iz. > A failure ; a defect \ 
nntrliiyAnftA • ftliiD^chneafi : remiSfineSB. 
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Ijachr;rDial, lakry-mal (Latin, 
fywia, a tear). Generating or eeoreting 
tears; conveying tears. 

Ijachrymose, lakiy-mo^e (Latin, 
lachrymaf a tear). Shedding tears ; be- 
traying a tearful aspect. 

Lack, lak (Dutch, leeg). Want ; need ; 
destitute; failure; deficiency. 

Lacker.'-See Lacquer. 

Lack-lustre, lak-lus-tur. A want of 
lustre or brightness ; dimness of the eyes. 

Laconic, la-konnik (from Lacones^ the 
Spartans, who used few words). Sparing 
of speech; brief; apathetic; expressing 
much in a few words. 

Lacquer, lak-ur. To varnish ; to apply 
a solution of shcll-lac in alcohol. 

Lactation, lak-tayshim (Latin, fac, 
milk). The act of giving milk; the time 
of suckling. 

Lacteals, lak-te-als (Latin, Zac, milk). 
In the animal economy, minute vessels 
which absorb or take up the chyle, or 
milk’like fluid, from the alimentary canal. 

Lactometer, lak-tommy-tur (Latin, 
Zac, milk ; Greek, metron, a measure). A 
graduated glass table for ascertaining the 
relative quantity of cream afforded by milk. 

Ladavee, ladah-vee. In commerce, a 
release or acquittance of any kind in India. 

Lady Chapel. The name given to a 
small cnapel, generally found in ancient 
cathedrals, behind the screen of the high 
altar. It is usually dedicated to tho Virgin 
Mary, called by Homan Catholics ourLtmy, 

Lady Day. The day of annunciation 
of the holy Virgin ; March 25th. 

Lagan, lay-gan (Saxon, lygan^ to lie). 
In law, goods sunk in the sea, and the 
right which the chief lord of the fee has to 
te^e such goods. 

Laggard, lag-gurd (Saxon, laiyg). 
Backward; sluggish; slow. 

Lagoon, lay-goon (Italian, lagone)* A 
fen, marsh, or shallow pond ; a sheet of 
water formed either by the encroachments 
of rivers or seas upon the land, or by the 
separation of a portion of the sea by the 
intervention of a bank. 

Laio,lay-ik ) (Greek, Zaos, the 

Laical, layik-al j people). Belonging 
to the people, as distinct from the clex^. 

Lair, lare (German, lager). The couch 
tf a wild beast ; a place of rest for aninoals , 
the laxui or pasbre where animals lie. 


Laird, layrd. In Scotland, a land- 
holder or owner of a manor, under the de- 
gree of a knight ; the proprietor of a house 
or of houses. 

Laity, lay-e-te (Greek, laos, the people). 
The people as distinguished from the 
clergy; the body of the people not in 
orders ; the state of a layman. 

Lake (Swedish, leka). A large expanse 
of water surrounded by land, or having no 
immediate connection with the sea. 

Lallation, lal-layshun. That species 
of imperfect or affected pronunciation in 
which the letter I is rendered unduly 
liquid, or substituted for an r. 

Lama, lam-ah. The object of worship 
in Thibet and Mongolia, called more oom- 
monly the Grand Lama; the title of a 
kind of priesthood or sacred order in those 
countries. 

Lambent, lam-bent (Latin, lambo, to 
lick). Playing about; licking; touching 
ligh Jy, as wim tho tongue ; playis.g over 
the surface. 

Lambkin, lam-kin. A young or small 
lamb. 

Lamellated, lammel-layted (Latin, 
lamella^ a thin plate). Covered witn thin 
scales ; formed in thin plates or flakes. 

Lamia, lam-ya (Latin, lamia, a hag) 
In antiquity, an imaginary being, repre 
sented as a monstrous ammal, a spectre, 
or vampiro. 

Laminated, lammin-ay ted (Latin, lam* 
ina, a plate) . Consisting of plates or scales { 
lying in plates. 

Lammas Day. The first day of 
August. The term is derived from the 
Saxon loaf-mass, because probably on that 
day an offering was made of bread baked 
from new corn. 

Lampadary, lampah-dary. An officer 
in the ancient church of Constantinople, so 
called from his employment, which was to 
take care of the lamps, and carry a taper 
before the emperor or patriarch when they 
went to church or walked in procession. 

Lampass, lam-pass (French, lampae), 
A disease in the palate of a horse’s mouth, 
consisting of a fleshy lump situated behinc 
the fore teeth. 

Lamp-blaok, a colour procured from 
the soot of a lamp ; or more properly 
speaking, a fine soot formed by the eon* 
densation of the smoko of burning pitch, cs 
some resinous substance, in a Ghixmiey 
terminating in a cone of cloth. 



Ziatapoon, lam-poon. A personal 
ittMre; mbnsep generally directed to a 
porson^s peculiarities, or failings. The 
word is supposed to be derived from the 
French lampon$i a drunken song. 

Xianoer, lan-ser. A soldier who carries 
a lance; originally a Polish soldier^ but 
now introduced in England. 

IjaJlciform,lansy-fawrra. Having the 
form of a lance. 

Xianoinate, lansy-nate (Latin^ laiicino). 
To tear ; to cut ; to lacerate. 

Xiandamman, land * am • man. The 
name given in Switzerland to the president 
of the Helvetian republic ; also the highest 
magistrate of tho ten cantons. 

Xiandau, lan-dau. A four-wheeled 
carriage, the top of which may be thrown 
back. It is so called from having been 
hrst made at Landau, a town in Ger- 
many. 

Xjand-breeze. A current of air setting 
from the land towards the sea. 

Xiand-fhll. Among seamen, the first 
sight of, or the making of land, after being 
out at sea. 

Xiand-force. A military force; an 
army serving on land, as distinguished 
from a naval force. 

Ijand-grave (German, land, earth; 
graf, judge or count). A title in Germany 
corresponding to earl in England, ana 
count in France. It is now a title of 
certain princes who possess estates or 
territories, called lan^dgraviadja. 

Xiandreeve, land-reev. An assistant 
to the stewaid of an estate. 

Xiandsca^, land-skape (Swedish, 
landikap), A portion of country which 
the eve can comprehend in a single view. 
iManaacape gardening, that partioular art I 
which succeeds, by due study of natural j 
beauties in landscape, to combine the best 
of their peculiarities in an artificial way. 
Iso/ndscape painting, the art of deline- I 
ating purely natural scenes, and their | 
prefer ittmospheric effects. 

land-slip. A sliding down 
of a considerable portion of land from a 
mountain, cliff, or other elevated place. 

Ijandflinaiu A nautical term for one 
who hves or serves on land. 

XiandWBlir* land-wer (German, land- 
paard). The miUtin ef Pruwia and 
iifUiiitna» 


XiangraAe, lang-m|e. 1 A particular 

Xiaagrel^ lang-gnl. jkind of shot 
used at sea for tearing sails and destroy* 
ing rigging. It is formed of bolts, nails, 
and other pieces of iron tied together, but 
is seldom 'Used except by privateers and 
merchantmen. 

IiangB;jnie. A Scotch term, signifying 
long ago ; in the olden time. 

Xianguente, langu-enty (Italian). In 
music, a direction signifying that the part 
is to be performed softly or languishingly. 

Iianguid, lang-wid (Latin, langueo, to 
languish). Faint ; weak ; indisposed to 
exertion through feebleness and exhaus* 
tion ; without animation or activity. 

liangiior, lang-pn^'^ur (Latin, langueo, 
to languish). Faintness ; feebleness ; 
lassitude of body ; exhaustion of strength. 

lianiard, lan-yard (French, lanUre, a 
strap). Short pieces of rope or lino 
fastened to several things in a ship, to 
secure them in tlieir places, or to manage 
them more conveniently. The name is 
more especially given to the cords or 
braces wnich serve to extend the shrouds 
and stays of the masts by their commu- 
nication with tho dead eyes. 

liank (Saxon, hhmea). Long or 
lengthened to excess ; slender ; spore ; 
meagre ; loose or lax, and yielding easily 
to pressure. 

Xiansquenet, lansky-net (German, 
lanz-knecht). A German foot soldier; tho 
name of a ^me of cards of i<Yeuch ori^n. 

Xjantem, lant-um. In architecture, 
this term is applied to a small turret raised 
above tho roof of a building, having 
windows all round it. 

Iiaocoon, lay-okko-on. In fabulous 
history, the priest of Apollo or Neptune, 
during tho Trojan war, who, while engaged 
in sacrificing a bull, was, with his two sons, 
crushed to death by an enormous serpent. 
The subject forms one of tho most ex- 
quisite groups of sculpture in anoint art. 

Xj^dicean,layo*deosy-an. An epithet 
applied to persons who are lukewarm in 
religion, like the Christians of Laodicea. 

^apel, lah-peL That part of a coat 
which laps over the facing. iv 

Xiapidary, lappid-ary (Latin, ^ lapis, a 
stone). One who polishes and en^ves 
stones and gems ; a virtuoso skilled in the 
nature, kinds, and valuQs of precioui 
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stones ^ a dealer in precious rtonM. 
Lapidai'^ »tyU denotes which is pro« 
per for mouumoutalvor other inscriptions. 

Xiapidifio, lappv-diffik (Latin, lapis, a 
stone ; facio, to make). Forming or con- 
verting into stone. 

Xiappet, lap>pet. Part of a garment 
hanging loose. 

Ijapse, laps (Latini lapsus)* A gliding, 
slipping, or passing away ; a fault com- 
mitted through inadvertence ; a deviation 
from rectitude. In ecclesiastical law, the 
omission of a patron to present to a 
benefice within six months. 

liap-Bided, lap-si-ded. The state of 
a ship when built in such a manner as to 
leave one of the sides heavier than the other, 
and by consequence to retain a constant 
heel or inclination to the heavier side. 

Iiapsus lingrufld, lap-sus ling-gjwe 
(Latin). A slip of the tongue ; something 
inadvertently said ; a mistake in uttering 
a word. 

Ijarboard, lar-borde. The name given 
by seamen to the left-hand side of the ship 
wnen the face is turned towards the stem 
or head. Larboard tach, is when the ship 
is close-hauled, with the wind blowing on 
her larboard side. Larboard watch, is the 
division of a ship’s company on duty when 
the other is relieved from it. 

Xiarceny, larsen-ny (French, larcln)* 
In law, the crime of theft. The stealing 
of anjiihing below the value of twelve pence 

petty larceny; above that- value, grand 
larceny* 

Xjarder, lar-dur (old* French, lardier, 
from Latiu, lardum, the fat or lard of 
swine). A place or room where meat is 
kept ; a store-room. 

Ij ares, lay-ros ( Lati n ) . The household 
deities of the Homans, which the family 
believed to be souls of their deceased 
ancestors, and which they honoured as 
thoir protectors. They were represented 
by images of wood, stone, or metal, and 
gcnmtdly stood upon the hearth in a kind 
of shrine. 

Xiargess, lar jes (French, largesse), A 
gift br donation ; proceeding from the 
largeness of the donor’s bounty. In an- 
tiquity, a free donation of com, provisions, 
or clothes, which was made to the Roman 
people. 

Xiarghetto, lar-getto (Italian). In, 
music, a diminutive of largo, slpwj but less 
clc w than largo. 


XiargOf lar-go (Italian). In music, f 
term for a slow movement, one degrei 
quicker than adagio, 

Xjanun, lar-um (German, llirm, noise, 
bustle). A noise giv^ notice of danger. 

Xianra, lar-va (Latin, a visor or mask). 
In entomology, the grub or caterpillar state 
of an insect. 

Xiarynx, lar-inks (Greek). The wind- 
pipe ; the organ of voice ; a cartilage form- 
ing the protuberance fn the throat, and 
vulgarly called Adam’s apple. 

Xjascar, las-kar. The name given to 
the native sailors of India. 

Xiascivious, las-siwy-us (Latin, 
dvus). Luxurious ; wanton ; lustful ; lewd. 

Xiassitude, lassy-tude (Latin, lassus, 
weary). Weariness; fatigue; weakness; 
languor of body or mind. 

Xiasso, las-so. A rope or oord with a 
noose, used for catching wild horses, &o. 

Iiatent, la^-tent (Latin, lateo, to be 
hid). Lying hidden or concealed ; secret ; 
remote from view. Latent heat, tlmt which 
is insensible to the thermometer, upon 
which the liquid and aeriform state of oo- 
dies depend, and which becomes sensible 
during the conversion of the vapours into 
liquids, and the liquids into solids. 

Xiateral, lattur-al (Latin, lotus, the 
side). Of or pertaining to the side ; be- 
longing to or proceoding from the side; 
placed or acting in a direction perpeudieu- 
lar to the horizon. 

Xiateran, latter-an. Originally the 
name of a person, from whom it descended 
to the ancient palace in Rome, and to the 
buildings since eroctod in its place, parti- 
cularly a church called St. John of Lateian. 
Councils of the Lateran, those held in the 
basilica of thoLatoran. Canons regular of 
the congregation of the LcUetan is a conm. 
gation of regular canons, of which 
church is the princ^al seat. 

Xiathe, lathe. The machine of atiimer, 
the imploment by which pieces of wood, 
ivory, metal, &c., are turned or cut into a 
smooth, round form. 

Xiathreve, lath-reev. ) An officer 

Xieidgreve, lode-greov. ) under the 
Saxon Government, who had authority over 
a third part of the country. 

liiatin, lat-in. Pertaining to the Ronma 
I language, or language spoken the fieopic 
' of Latium, in July. 
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X*tiliise»lati^-ize. To giT«) to foreign 
words lAi^ tfflrmisations. and make them 
Lai^ 

Xiatitatf lat<7-tat (Latin^ lu lies hid). 
In hkW, a writ which pre-supposes that the 
defenoiuit lies cono^ed, and cannot be 
^ound in the county of Middlesex, but is 
gone to some other county, to the sheriff 
whereof the writ is directed. 

liatltude^ latty*tude (Latin, latittido, 
breadth). In ceogfaphy, the mstance of 
any place on Use globe north or south of 
the equator ; a particular degree, reckoned 
from the equator north or south. The 
small circles parallel to the equator are 
hence osXled parallels of latitvde, and show 
the latitude of places W their intersections 
with the meridians. The difference of lati- 
tude is an arc of the meridian, or the near- 
est distance between the parallels of lati- 
tude of two places. 

Ziatltildinarlans, -latty-tewdy-nary- 
ans. In eoolesiastioal history, a sect of ai- 
▼ines, in the time of Charles II., opposed 
equally to High Churchmen and Dissen- 
ters. The term is now applied to those who 
do not adopt the more rigid interpretation 
of Scripture, or merely as a party term. 

Iiatria, lay-treah. In the Boman Ca- 
tholic Church, the highest form of worship, 
or that paid to God, in distinction to that 
paid to saints. 

Ijatten, lat-ten (French, laiton). A 
name sometimes given to tin plates, or iron 
plates tinned over, of which canisters are 
made. 

Iiattioe, lat-tis (French, latte, a lath). A 
window fitted with cross-bars of wood or 
iron, crossing each other at small distances* 

Xiaudable, lawdah-bl. (Latin, lavs, 
praidb). Praiseworthy; commendable. 

Iiaudaznun, loddah-num (Latin, 
laudo, to praise). An extract or prepara- 
tion of (mium, so called from its praise- 
worthy efficacy. 

Iiaunoli, lahnch. Literally, to hurl a 
lance ; hence, to propel with velocity, as a 
ship into the water. 

Xiaureate, lawry-ate (Latin, lawea, 
a laurel). To adorn, to deck, or crown with 
laurel. Poef kmeaile was formerly an 
officer of tire royal household, whose busi- 
ness it was to compose a birmday ode for 
the monarch, and another for tho new year. 
These obligations have bemi dispensed 
with, and tee honour of tee laureateship, 
^te tee salary, is now giyen as the rewara 
of poetic exceUence* 


Xiav% lav-ah (Latin, tauo, to wash 
away). The matter which flows in a melted 
state from a volcano, but which hardens 
when cool. 

Xiavatory, la-vah-turry (Latin, lavo, to 
wash away). A place for washing ; awash 
or lotion for some diseased part. 

Xjave (Latin, lavo, to wash away). Tc 
wash ; to bathe ; to cleanse or purify with 
water. 

liavish, lav-ish. Prodigal ; wasteful ; 
expending or bestowing with profusion; 
liberal to a fault ; unrestrained. 

XiaWBUit, law-sute. A process in law, 
instituted by one party to compel another 
to do him justice, or for the recovery of a 
supposed right. 

liOX (Latin, lax\is). Loose ; unconflned ; 
unrestrained ; inexact; not strict. 

Xiaxative, laksah-tiv (Latin, laxm). 
Having the power of loosening ; in medi- 
cine, an aperient. 

Lay brothers. Persons received into 
convents of monks under the three vows, 
but not in holy orders. 

Lay-days. In mantimo affairs, the 
number of days stipulated in a charter- 
party, or allowed by custom for shipping 
or discharging a cargo. 

Lay elders. In Presbyterian churches, 
persons who assist the pastor of each 
congregation, but not ordained as clergy- 
men. 

Layer, lay-jmr (Saxon, ’‘leegan), A 
stratum; a bed; one body spread over 
another ; one suxface laid on the top of a 
preceding one ; a shoot or twig of a plant, 
laid under ground for growth or propaga- 
tion. 

Lay figure. Among artists, a wooden 
figure with free joints, contrived for the 
study of drapery. 

Layman (Greek, loos, the people). 
One who is not a clergyman. 

Lazar, lay-zar (from Lazarus), A per- 
son infected with a loathsome disease. 

Lazaretto, lazer-etto (Spanish, lazar- 
etb), A pest-house for diseased persons ; 
a hospital for quarantine. 

Lazaroni, latzah-ro-ne. A name given 
in Italy to the poor who live by begging, 
or have no permanent habitation. They 
are divided into regularly organised bands, 
have chiefs belonging to them, and aro 
capable of working considerable mischief 
when acting in concert. 
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liea, lee (Saxon, ley). Plain, or paslwe 
land. In agriculture, a term applied to 
lands which are kept undei* grass or pas- 
t\irage for a short period. For example, 
in a rotation of fallow, wheat, clover, and 
rye-grass, for three years, the ground, 
when under the clover and lye-grass, is 
said by agriculturists to be in lea. 

Leading Strings. String which are 
used for supporting children when learninjg 
to walk ; hence fi^ratively, a person is 
said to be in leading strings who places 
himself entirely under the guidance and 
direction of another. 

Leaflet, loef-let. A small leaf formed 
by the petiole of a leaf branching out and 
separating the cellular tissue of the lamina 
into more distinct portions than one. 

League, Iceg (Latin, ligoj to bind). A 
confodomey ; an alliance ; a combination ; 
union for mutual interest or friendship. 

League, leeg (Welsh, Ilec). A distance 
of throe miles. 

Lean-to, leen-too. In architecture, a 
low building, the roof of which slants down 
from a higher one. 

Lease, leess (Saxon, lesan). A contract 
for a temporary possession of houses or 
lands. A deed or instrument by which 
any lands or tenements are let. Meta- 
phorically applied to any time or term 
granted, as a lease of a person’s life. Lessor ^ 
is the party letting the lands, &c. Lessee^ 
the party to whom such are lot, 

Xieash, leesh (Italian, lassa). A lash 
or thong of leather ; among sportsmen, a 
brace and a half ; three. To leash dogs 
is to tie or fasten them together. 

Leaven, lev-vn (Latin, levis, light). To 
raise or lighten by tlie intermixture of 
another ingredient, especially as applied to 
the mixture of yeast with bread. Meta- 
phorically, to intermix with a substance of 
less purity; to savour or season, stain, 
tinge, or imbue. 

Lecherous, letsher-us. Addicted to 
lewdness; lustful. 

Lection, lek-shun (Latin, legOf to 
read). A reading ; a difference or variety 
in copies of a manuscript or book ; a les- 
son or portion of Scripture read in Bivino 
service. 

Led Captain. A term of reproach 
applied to a humble attendant ; a favourite 
that follows as if led by a string. 

Ledger, lej-jur. In book-keeping, the 
principal record of commercial trwosac- 


LEG 

tions ; the book into which the aooomxU 
of the journal are carried in a suimnaiy 
form. 

Lee. In nautical language, the side op- 
posite to the wind. The lee-sJwre is thid 
on which the wind blows. A lee-tide runs 
in the same direction as the wind blows. 

Leer, leer (Saxon, Iilear). An oblique 
look ; an affected expression of the coun- 
tenance. 

Lees, leez (French, He). Dregs ; sedi- 
ment ; the grosser parts of a liquid which 
settle at the bottom of a vessel. 

Leet, leet (Saxon, letk). An assembly ; 
a court ; a convention. The court leet is a 
court of record ordained for punishing of- 
fences against the Crown, and said to be 
the oldest in tbe land. 

Legate, leg-ate (Latin, lego, to send). 

A deputy ; any one sent to a!ct for or ac- 
cording to the directions of another ; ay 
ambassador, especially applied to the Pope's 
ambassador to a foreign prince or state. 

Legatee, leggah-tee. One to whom a 
particular thing or certain sum of money is 
bequeathed. 

Legend, le-jend (Latin, lego, to read). 
A narrative or relation ; a record or repea- 
ter ; anything told ; chronicle of the lives 
of saints, and from the abuse of truth in 
these last, the term is applied to any ficti- 
tious and incredible story. Also, specially 
used in numismatics for the inscription 
placed on the edge of a coin or medal. 

Leger, lej-ur (Dutch, leggen). That 
which lies by or at hand ; anything that 
lies in a place. Leger ambassador, one sent 
to remain or continue. Leger-line, in music, 
a line added to the staff of fiyo lines, when 
more than that number is wanted, to de- 
signate ascending or descending notes. 

Legerdemain, lejjur-de-mane (Fr., 
leger, nght ; de main, off-hand). Sleight of 
hand ; juggle ; trick ; power of deceiving 
the eye by dexterity of hand. 

Legibility, lejjy-billit-te (Latin, leyro, 
to read).. The quality or state of being 
legible, or easy to be read. 

Legion, le-jun (Latin, legip). Amon^ 
the ancient Romans, a body of infantry, 
consisting of different numbers at different 
times ; it is now used in a general sense to 
express a vast number. Legion ofMonwar, 
an order of merit in France instituted by 
ITapoleon Buonaparte, as a recompense fA 
military and ciyu services. 


Xiegiiidatlir6» kjilg-lay-ture (Latin ^ lex, 
law ; mbm, to enact), body of per- 
sons in a state or kingdom invested with 
power to make and repeal laws; the su- 
preme power of a state. 

^Xiegitimate, le-Jittim-ate (Latin, legi- 
imw). Bom < in marriage ; lawfully be- 
flfotten ; lawful ; according to law or esta- 
blished usage ; genuine ; real ; proceeding 
from a pure source. 

‘ Xieguniinous^ le-gowmin-us (Latin, 
legv,meji, .a pod). Pertaining to pulse, as 
^eans, j^as, &c. 

Iieman, lo-man (Saxon, leofnian). Any 
one loved ; generally applied to one loved 
illicitly, or with more gallantry. 

Xiemxoa, lom-ma (Greek, lemma, a 
thing taken or assumed). In mathematics, 
a preparatory proposition borrowed from 
auotlior subject, or from another part of 
the same subject, and introduced at the 
point whore it becomes indispensable. 

Lenient, loany-ont(Lat., lenis, gentle). 
Having or noting the quality of gentleness, 
softness, or mildness. Mitigating ; mild j 
soothing. 

Zienitive, lenny-tiv (Latin, lenie, soft). 
Softening ; mitigating ; emollient ; an 
emollient medicine ,* anything medicinally 
applied to heal pain. 

liens, lenz (Latin, lens, a bean or lentil). 
Literally, a pulse, and from the shape of 
its seed, somewhat convex on both sides, a 
glass so formed, for a telescope or burning 
glass, is thus named. 

Lent (Dutch, lenten, to dissolve, because 
the severity {&e winter is then dis- 
solved). The/bfty days’ fast, commencing 
on Ash-Wednesday. 

Lenten* len-tn. Pertaining to Lent; 
used in Lent ; abstemious ; sparing. 

Lentiform (Latin, lens, a bean ; forma, 
form). Of the form of a lens. 

Lentil, lon-tL. ^Latin, Ism, a bean). A 
plant resembling a bean. 

Xiento, Icn-to. .In music, an Italian 
word meaning slow, and used to denote a 
movement between (ar^o and grave. 

Leo« le-o (Latin). The lion ; in astro- 
nomy, the fif^ sign of tho 2k>diac. 

♦ Xieod, le-od (SaxonJ. The people; a 
nation, or oountxy. 

lieonine, le-o-nine QUitin, UonvMu). 
Having the qualitioEi of a non ; resembling 
^ hon. Leonin/e verHs, a certain s^ies of 
Terse having a word in the midwe whic}) 


rhymes with a word at the end ; so oaLed 
from Leo X. 

Leprosy, lopproh-se (Greek, Upros). 
A loathsome disease, which generally con- 
sists of a universal cancer of the whole 
body, and having dry, white, scurfy scales. 

Le roi le veut (French). The sove- 
reign wills it. The form of royal assent to 
tho passing of bills in parliament, pro- 
nounced by the clerk. 

Lese Majesty, le-so majjes-te. Any 
crime committed against the sovereign 
power in a state. 

Lethargy, leth-arjy (Greek, ht/ie, for- 
getfulness ; argos, idle). Morbid drowsi- 
ness ; dulness ; a sluggish forgotfulncss ; 
sleepiness to excess. 

Lethe, lo-tho (Grook, Ictlte, forgetful- 
ness). Oblivion ; causing forgetfmness ; 
death. In Greek mythology, Lkke was th« 
rivor Oblivion, tho waters of which were 
fabled to possess the quality of making 
those who drank them forget the whole ol 
their former existence. 


Letterpress. Print ; letters and words 
impressed on paper, or other material, by 
types. 

Lettre de Cachet, letr^d’-kashay 
(French, a sealed letter). Formerly, in 
Franco, an arbitrary warrant of imprison- 
ment, without accusation or trial. 

Levant, le-vant (French, levant, rising). 
The cast ; a wind coming from the east ; 
the eastern part of tho Mediterranean; 
called levant, because there tho sun rises. 


Levee, lev-oo (French, lever, to rise). 
An assembly of visitors at or soon after the 
time of rising ; the ceremonial visits which 
distingnushed personages receive in the 
morning. It is now specially applied in 
this country to the stated public occasions 
on which tho sovereign receives visits from 
such persons as are entitled by rank, fame, 
or fortune, to that honour. 


LevSe en Masse, leway-ong-masa 
(French). A military expression for the 
patriotic rising of a whole people, including 
all capable of bearing arms, who are not 
otherwise engaged in the regular service ; 
and which is the most f ormiimble obstacle 
an enemy can encounter. 

lieveller, lewel-ur. One who lev^s 
or destroys mstinotions. 


Levelling, lewel-ling. The finding of 
a line parallel to the horison, at one or 
more stations, to detendse the height cr 
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depth of one place in relation to another ; 
usually performed by means of an in- 
strument called a Itvtl, with levelling 
staffs, &c. 

Ijever, lo-vur (Latin, few, to raise). In 
mechanics, a bar of metal, wood, or other 
flexible substance, turning on a fulcrum 
or prop, and usually regarded as one of the 
simple mechanical powers. 

Leveret, lev-vur-it (French, a 

hai-ol. A hare in the first year of her ago. 

Leviathan, lo-viah-than. A Hebrew 
word, signifying a great fish, or sea animal ; 
it is metaphorically applied to anything 
of gigantic proportions. 

Levigate, lewy-gate (Latin, lomgOy to 
make smooth). To reduce to a fine 
powder ; to m^e smooth ; to polish. 

Levitation, lewy-tayshun (Latin, 
levis, liii^ht). Lightness j buoyancy ; act 
of making light. 

Levitical, le-vitty-kal. Belonging to 
the Levites or tribe of Levi ; making part 
of the religion of the Jews ; pertaining to 
the priesthood. 

Leviticus, le-vitty-kus. A canonical 
book in the Old Testament, so called from 
its containing the laws and regulations 
relating to the priests, Levites, and sac- 
rifices. 

Iievity, levvit-e (Latin, levisj light). 
Lightness ; the want of weight in a body 
compared with another which is heavier ; 
hence, lightness of chai'actcr; frivolity; 
fickleness ; inconstancy. 

Levy, lov-o (French, fewr, to raise). 
To raise ; to collect ; to gather, as to /eiy 
an army, to levy a tax. 

Lewd, ludo (Welsh, Uodip). Given to 
the indulgence of lust ; licentious ; sensual ; 
impure. 

Lexicographer, loksy - kograh - fur 
(Greek, fexicoa, a diotionaiy; grapho, to 
write). The writer or compiler of a dic- 
tionary. 

Xiexicology, leksy-kollo-je (Greek, 
lexicon / logos, a treatise). The scienoe of 
words ; tliat branrdi of learning which 
treats of the proper signification and just 
application of words. 

Liexieon, leksy-kon (Greek). A dic- 
tionary ; a book in which words are 
explained; the term lexicon is retained 
with U8 as relating to the Greek dictionary, 

non Qoripta, leks non duip-ta 
(Latin). The iinwiitten Ir^TV ; custom tong 


established. The lex non seripta meant 
especially the ancient common law ol 
England, which existed in full force for 
centuries, without ever having been 
written. The lex seripta means the 
statute laws of England. 

Lex talionis, lex taly-onis (Latin). 
The law of retalmtion or requital in kind, 
such as is alluded to in the Scripture, — 
''an eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth,” 

Ley, lay (Latin, lexiviusn). The liquor 
in whion saline and soluble particles of the 
residues of distillation and combustion are 
dissolved ; the solution mode by levigating 
ashes which contain alkali. 

Leyden jar, lyden jar. A jar used for 
accumulating electricity, and emplo;yed in 
electrical experiments ; it was the inven- 
tion of M. Vanleigh, of Leyden. 

Liaison, le-ah-zong (French). Bond 
of union ; illicit connection. 

Libation, li-bayshun (Latin, libo, to 

our out). The act of pouring out wine in 

onour of some deity ; the wine so poured. 

Libel, li-bel (Latin, lihcllus, a littio 
book), A defamatory writing ; any book, 
pamphlet, writing, or picture, containing 
misrepresentations, maliciously made or 
published, tending to bring a person into 
contempt^ or expose him to public hatred 
and derision , also, a writ, citation, or pro- 
cess, containing the substance of the suit 
upon any action ; also a bill, certificate, 
request, or supplication in writing. 

Liberal, libber-al (Latin, liheralis). 
Free ; generous ; ready to give or b^ow; 
bounteous ; muuificenh la politics/^ one 
who professes enlarged views for the public 
good, and who advocates the bestowal of 
the ^eatest number of privileges upon the 
peoj^lh. Liberal arts, those aris which de- 
pend more on intellectual exertion and re- 
fined taste, as distinguished from those 
which require great mechanical labour. 

Liberate, Hbber-ate (Latin, lihero). To 
release from oonfinement ; to set free; to 
emancipate from bondage. 

Libertify^ UbW-tin (Latin, Ubertinus\. 
Literally, a^ee man; hence, in an evil 
eense, one free from restraint ; licentious ; 
immoral; irreligious. 

Ldbid^OUS, lib-iddin-us (Latin, IMbiin 
desire). Lewd; lustful. 

Libra, li-brah (Latin). The balanoe; 
the seventh sign of the Zodiac. It denotcNi 
the first month of spring, a||d 

from the 30th of Dmiroh to the 
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April. Thif month answers to the vernal 
9(|uinox, and the equality, or ha^tan^f of 
toe 4ays and nights. 

XdlsraTian, li-brary-an (Latin, liber, a 
book). One who has the care of a tihraiy ; 
the keeper of a libraiy. 

Libration, li<brayshun (Latin, libra, a 
balance). Tbe act of poising or balancing ; 
equipoise ; the apparent oscillatory motion 
of the moon, which brings into view at one 
time small portions of its surface, which 
are at other times invisible. 

Libratory, libray-tury. Balancing ; 
moving like a balance, as it tends to an 
equipoise or level. 

License, li-sens (Latin, licet, it is per- 
mitted). A right, authority, or permis- 
sion; excess of liberty; abuse of freedom. 

Licentiate, li-senshy-ate (Latin, li- 
centia). One who has a license to practice 
any art or faculty. Licentiate in Medicine 
is a physician who has a licence to practice, 
granted by the College of Physicians. 

Lichen, li-ken or lik-en (Greek, Uicheri). 
A plant; rook-moss ; an order of plants of 
the most simple organisation, requiring 
free access to light and air, and forming 
irregularpatches upon the surface of stones, 
trees, the earth, and other bodies. 

Lictor. lik-tur. The name of a Boman 
officer^ or oeadle, who attended on the ma- 
gistrates, and indicted punishment on the 
Condemned. Each lictor carried on his 
shoulder the/awM, or bundle of rods, with 
an axe in the middle. 

Lief, leof (Saxon, leaf, loved). With 
free consent; gladly; willingly. 

Liege, leej (latin, ligo, to bind). Bound 
by feudal tenure ; subject ; obliged to be 
loyal and faithful to a superior; the word 
is also applied as if the bond were only 
to attach me people to the prince, and in 
this sense liege is sovereign, or supreme 
head or chief. 

Lien, le-en. (Obsolete participle of lie), I 
A legal claim to property to satisfy a debt ; 
the right by which a possessor of property 
holds it against the owner, in satisfaction 
of a demand. 

Xiiou,<lu (French). Place ; room ; stead. 
Used only with in, as in lien, instead. 

Xdfe-boat. A boat constmcted so that 
it cannot sink or be swamped ; used in 
saving the lives of shipwreoked persons. 

Ligament, liggah-ment (Latin, ligo, to 
bind). Anything that ties or binds one 
thing to another. In anatomy, ligaments 


are those insensible string seated withi 
or near a joint, and whiw serve to hold 
the various articulations of the animal body 
together. 

Lighter, li-tur. A large open flat- 
bottomed vessel, which attends upon ships 
of burden, and lightens them of their 
lading. 

Lighthouse, lite-hous. A building, 
usual^ in the form of a tower, built upon 
or adjacent to dangerous rocks, for the 
purpose of warning ships of their situation ; 
or along the sea-coast os landmarks, lights 
of various descriptions being introduced 
upon the top at night. 

Lights, lites. The lungs, so called 
from their lightness ; being lighter in pro- 
portion to their bulk than any other part 
of the body. 

Ligncieous, lig-ne-us (Latin, lignum, 
wood). Woody or wooden; having the 
substance of wood. 

Lignum vitas, lig-num vi-te (Latin, 
wood of life). The guaiacum or pockwood. 
The common liprnum vitm tree is a native 
of the warm latitudes of America. It is a 
large tree, and the wood is hard, ponderous, 
very resinous, of a blackish-yellow colour 
in the middle, and of a hot aromatic taste. 

Lilliputian, lilly-pewshan. Anything 
of very small proportions ; a pigmy ; so 
called from the people of Lillijjut mentioned 
in ** Gulliver’s Travels,” by Dean Swift. 

Lilt, lilt. To sing or dance merrily and 
with vivacity. 

Limation, li-mayslmn (Latin, limo, to 
file). The act of filing or polishing. 

Limber, lim-bur (Danish, lemper), 
noxible ; easily bent ; pliant ; yielding. 

Limbo, lim-bo (Latin, limbus, a hem or 
edge). The purgatory of the Boman Catholic 
Church, supposed to lie on the edge of tlie 
neighbourhood of the infernal regions ; a 
middle state, in which there is neither plea- 
sime nor pain. Popularly, a place of con- 
finement; a prison. 

Limit, lim-it (Latin, limes). A hound , 
a border ; utmost reach ; the part or thing 
which terminates. 

Ltoitod Liability. In commerce, 
the liability of a shareholder in a company, 
or a partner in a firm, for a specified 
amount, such as the amoimt of his shares, 
and no more. It is a recent introduction 
into England, and differs from the former 
system, where, if a person had only one 
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sl^aro in a conceni, be was held equally 
liable with the rest, 

liinmer, Um-nur (French, mlumineur). 
A painter ; a painter who works chiefly in 
Tvater-colours. 

XiimpicU lim-pid (Latin, Umpidus). 
Clear ; transparent ; pure ; characterised 
by clearness or transparency. 

Xiinohpin, linsh-pin (Saxon, lynis). A 
pin used to prevent the wheel of a carriage 
sliding off the axle-tree. 

Xiine (Latin, linea)* In ^ometry, any- 
thing extended in length without breadth 
or thickness. Lines are either curves or 
right lines. In fortification, whatever is 
drawn on the ground of the field, as a 
trench or a row of gabions, &c. 

Line of battle. The disposition of an 
army, which is usually drawn up in three 
lines— the vanguard, main body, and rear- 
guard. Line of march signifies any dis- 
tonce of ground over which armed bodies 
move in regular succession. Line of de- 
marcation, a lino which is drawn by the 
consent of the parties interested to ascer- 
tain the limits of certain lands and terri- 
tories belonmng to different powers. In 
navigation the word is used in different 
senses, as a ship of the line, any vessel of 
war large enough to be drawn up in tho 
lino of battle; deep-sea line, a long lino 
marked at every five fathoms ; white line, 
that which has not been tan*ed, in distinc- 
tion from the tarred line. 

Lineage, linny-ajo (Latin, hnea, a 
line). Family, line, or race ; cither ascend- 
ing or descending ; genealog5\ 

Lineal, linny-al (Latin, linea, a line). 
Composed of lines ; in the direction of a 
lino ; descending in a direct lino from an 
ancestor ; allied by direct descent. 

Lineament, Imny-a-ment (Latin, 
linea, a line). Feature; form; outline; 
any mark either in the face or form, which 
distinguishes one person from another. 

Linear, lin-yeer (Latin, linearis, strap- 
shaped). Pertaining to a line ; consisting 
of nnes ; like a line ; in a straight direc- 
tion. Lmear equations, in the integral cal- 
culus, are those in which the unknown 
quantity is only of the first degree. JAnear 
perspective is that which regards only the 
posttidns, magnitudes, and forms of 
objects. 

Xiiners. A name given to packet ships 
It y^lijrly trading to and from certain far 
ports beyond seas. 


Lines of gprowth. OIiobo concentrio 
Hues or markings in a shell, trunk of a 
tree, &o., which denote the growth of the 
individual, are thus named. 

Ling. A termination of Saxon origin ; 
it was customary to subjoin it to the name 
of the father, as Eadmund, Madmon-Ung ; 
it was further subjoined to desi^ate off- , 
spring, or progeny, as dvxik, dueling. It 
always denotes belonging or pertaining to ; 
and IS frequently used to express the added 
circumstances, or connection with or de- 
pendence upon, 

Linguadental, ling-gwa-dental. Ut- 
tered by the joint action of the tongue and 
teeth. 

Linp^ua Franca, ling-gwa frang-ka. 
A species of corrupt Italian, spoken chiefly 
on tho coasts of the Mediterranean. 

Lingual, ling-gwal (Latin, lingua, a 
tongue). Pertaining to the tongue. 

Linguist, ling-gwist (Latin, lingua, a 
tongue). A person skilled in languages. 

Liniment, linny-ment (Latin, Una, to 
anoint). An ointment to be spread or 
smeared over sores ; a remedy for external 
use by means of friction. 

Link, link (Gorman, lenhen, to bendl. 
Tho ports by which a chain is extended in 
its length ; tho parts of which a chain is 
formed ; anything connecting ; hence me- 
taphorically, the linhs in a chain of evi- 
dence, the links of society. 

Linnsdan, lin-neean. Pertaining to 
JAnnssus, the naturalist, or his system, 
which consisted of a scientific arrangement 
of all natural objects, as animals, plants, 
and minerals, into three kingdoms, sub- 
divided into classes, orders, genera, sj^cies, 
and varieties, with a description of their 
generic and specific characters. 

Linstock, lin-stok. A staff with a 
match at the end, used in firing a cannon. 

Lintel, lin-tel (Spanish, lintel)» Tho 
horizontal or head-piece wmoh covers tho 
opening of a door or window ; the part of 
the frame which lies on the side pieces. 

Lipogram, lippo-gram (Greek^ leipo, 
to leave ; gramma, a letter). A writing in 
which a particular letter is wholly omitted. 

Liquefaction, likwe-fakshun (Latin, 
liquco, to melt). The act of melting ; the 
conversion of a solid into a liquid; the 
state of being melted. 

Liqueur, le-kure (IVench), The 
French name for any liquor. Applied 
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most commonly to a spirituous compound^ 
or to medicated, aromatisod liquors. 

Xdiquldate, likwid>ate (Latin, liqvjiOt 
to melt). Literally, to clear away by 
making: liquid ; hence, to pay off as a 
debt ; to settle or adjust accounts. 

Itiripoop, lirry-poop (French, {liitir 
pipion), A ^aduate^B hood. 

Z«i8801lie. lis-sum (Saxon, lesan, to 
loose). Limber ; supple ; relaxed ; loose ; 
free. 

liiat (French, lzst§). Originally a long, 
i narrow strip, os on the outer edge of cloth ; 
L hence, a roll or collection, as a lisi of names, 
list of books. In nautical language, an 
inclination to one side ; also, to hearken ; 
to attend ; contracted from listeti. 

Xiistless, list * less (Saxon, lystan). 
Indifferent; heedless; careless; without 
any inclination or determination to one 
thmg more than another. 

lAtany, littah-ny (Greek, litaneyOf to 
, Ibeseech). A form of prayer and suppli- 
oilion used in divine worship, to appease 
Ood*s anger, to avert evils, and to request 
those blessings and virtues which are most 
im^ded. 

JCdHseral, litter-al (Latin, Hteraf a letter). 
A^toording to the letter ; the pnmary and 
obvions sense of a thing, opposed to 
figurative; following the letter, or word 
for word, as a literal translation. I 

Xilterary, litter-ary (Latin, liiera, a i 
letter). Rating to letters and learning; 
devote to learning ; pursuing learned 
studies ; derived from erudition ; versed in 
letters. 

Xiiterati, litter-ay-te. The learned; 
men of learning ; literary men as a body, 

Xiiteratim, litter-aytim (Latin). 
Literally ; letter for letter. 

Xfiterature, litterah-ture. Ijeaming; 
skill in letters ; acquaintance with letters 
or books; liten^ compositions. 

UthLarge, llth-ori (Greek, lithos, a 
itoim; armtroa, silver). A scum usually 
proceed m the purification of rilver from 
lead, and the refining of gold and silver by 
of this metaL 

lyth (Welsh, Ilya). Flexible; 

; soft; gentle ; compliant. 

Idtlie8ome,lyth-8uiB. Pliant ; limber ; 
nimble. 

Xdt1xograpliy» lith-oggrah-fe (Greek, 
a 9Ufo»\ gmpho, ^ ^^e 


art of taking impress ons upon paper of 
writing and figures previously traced upon 
a stone. The ink with which the lines are 
traced is essentially composed of some 
fatty matter, and firmly adhering to the 
smoothly polished surface of the stone, 
attracts the printing-ink frpm the roller as 
it passes over the surface. 

Idtliology, lith-ollo-je (Greek^ Hthos, 
a stone ; logos, a treatise). The science or 
natural history of stones; a treatise on 
stones found in the body. 

Ijithotomy, lith-otto-me (Greek, 
lithos, a stone ; tmno, to cut). The opera- 
tion of cutting into the bladder, in order to 
extract a stone. 

liithotntty, lith-ottry-ty (Greek, 
liaos, a stone ; Latin, tero, to break). The 
operation ol breaking a stone in the bladder. 

Idtigation, litty-gaysbun (Latin, lis, 
strife). Judicial contention : a contest 
carried on by suit at law for the recovery 
of a right or claim. 

XiitiffioUB, le-tijuB (Latin, lis, strife). 
Inclined to law-suits ; fond of going to law ; 
quarrelsome ; contentious. 

Litmus, lit-mus. A blue pigment 
formed from archil, a kind of lichen. 

liitre, leetr. A French measure of 
capacity equal to one thirty-fifth of an 
English bushel. 

Litter, lit-tur (Latin, lectus, a bed). A 
bed or couch on which persons are carried ; 
straw laid under animals ; a brood of young ; 
untidiness; disarrangement; disorder. 

Litterateur, littay-rah-tur (French). 
A literary man ; a man of letters ; a dabbler 
in literature. 

Litur^, littur-je (Greek, leitos, public ; 
e^on, work). A term applied in the Chris- 
tian CJhurch to a form of public devotion ; 
a form of prayer and thanksgiving, to be 
ministered in public. The English liturgy 
was first composed, confirmed, and ap- 
proved in Parliament in the year 1548, the 
offices for the morning and evening prayer 
being then in the same order as they strad 
at present, exciting that there was no 
confession and absolution, the office be- 
ginning with the Lord’s prayer. 

Liv©^, liver-e (French, livrer, to de- 
liver). This word formerly denoted th# 
clothes, food, &G., delivered and dishibuted 
by masters to their servants ; now to the 
clothes, or mafks upon the clothes, by 
which the |iervants of ope master may be 
known from those of another* 
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Livery of Seisin. In law, a delivery 
of possessions to one who is entitled to 
ibesa. 

IjiverymaiL A term especially ap- 
plied to certain citizens of London, who are 
chosen from among the freemen of each 
company. Out of this body, the common 
council, sheriffs, and other superior officers 
are elected. 

Live Stock. Cattle, horses, and other 
animals. 

Iiivid, liv-id (Latin, lividus). Black 
and blue ; discoloured as with a blow ; a 
dead, earthy, leaden hue. 

Livraisou, leevray-zong (French). A 
part or a number of a work published 
serially. 

Iiivre, le-vur. A French money of 
account formerly used, equal to about 
ninepence-halfpenny sterling ; also, the 
French name for a pound weight. 

liixivial, liks-siwy-al (Latin, Itxtvmm, 
lye). Made from lye ; impregnated with 
salts ; having the quality of alkaline salts 
from wood ashes. 

1jXj.D. Letters standing for the Latin, 
Legxm Doctor ; that is, Doctor of Laws. 

Lloyd’s. Lloyd! s List is a London peri- 
cdical, in which the shipping news received 
at Lloyd! s Rooms is regularly published. 
These rooms form a part of the Royal Ex- 
change, and are under the management of 
a cojUmittoo, for the convenience of under- 
writers and other subscribers interested in 
shipping. Agents, commonly styled Lloyd's 
AgenlSt nro appointed to all the principal 
ports of the world, who forward regularly 
to Lloyd’s, accounts of the departures from 
and arrivals at their ports, as well as of 
losses and other casualties, and all such 
information as may bo supposed of impor- 
tance towards guiding the judgment of the 
underwriters. 

Load-star. The leading star ; the pole- 
star. 

Loadstone (comiption of lode-stme . — 
See Xiode). A native magnet ; a magnetic 
iron, which is black, with a slight me- 
tallic lustre. It is so called because it is 
capable of attracting or Uadvng iron or 
steel. 

Loafer, lofur (German, UvuferC), An 
indolent person, who lounges about with 
no settled employment. 

Loam, lome (Saxon, liman, to stick or 
bind together). Earth of an adhesive and 
tpnocions qurdity ; any sci] which doop not 


cohere so strongly as clajr, but more inti- 
mately than chalk, is designated loam ; a 
mixture of sand and clay. 

Loan, lone (Saxon, Icsn), Anything 
lent; anything intrusted or transferred 
to another on condition of return or repay- 
ment ; permission to use ; grant of use. 

liOathe, lothe (Saxon, latfiian, to de- 
test). To hate; to hold in hatred; to 
detest ; to abhor ; to feel disgust, dislike, 
or reluctance at or towards ; to W back- 
ward or unwilling. 

Lobe, lobe (Greek, lolos). A division ; 
a distinct part ; the lower part of the ear ; 
a part of the lungs ; a division of a simple 
leaf. 

Loblolly, lob-lolly. Among seamen, 
spoon- victuals. Loblollv^hoy, the surgeon’s 
attendant on ship-board. 

Lobule, lob-ule (Spanish, lohulo). A 
little lobe. 

Local, lo-kal (Latin, loealts). Relating 
to a limited portion, and not the whole, as 
a local disease, custom, &C# Local colours 
are such as are natural and proper for par- 
ticular portions of a picture. Local medi- 
cines are designed to act on particular 
parts. Local aeiions must be brought 
m a particular county. Local militia are 
exercised within prescribed limits of the 
country. 

Locate, lo-kate (Latin, locatus). To 
set or place in a particular spot or position ; 
to settle in a place. 

Loc. cit., lok-sit (Latin, contraction of 
loco citato). A term signifying in the pas- 
sage before quoted. 

Loch, lok (Gaelic). A lake ; a bay or 
arm of the sea. 

Lock, lok (Saxon, loc). The barrier o.’ 
works of a canal, which confines the water 
where a change of level takes place, anO 
facilitates the passage of boats from on*; 
level to another. 

Loco foco, lo-ko fo-ko. A name given 
in the United States of America to an 
ultra-democrat. 

Locomotion, loko-mo-shun (Latin, 
locus, a place; moiio, a moving). The 
power of changing place ; the act of moving 
from place to place. 

Locomotive, lo-ko-mo-tiv (Latin, 
locus, a place ; motio, a moving). Chan^ng 
I place. Locomotive engine, a steam-engine, 

‘ usually constructed on the high-pressure 
I principle, employed in land ci^iiage, 

1 chiefly on rfdlwa^s. Locomcftive ^wer is 
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any power applied directly to the transport 
of goodfi^ tu distinction from stationary 
power. 

Zioco parentis, loko pav-rentis (Latin). 
In the place, or position, of a parent. 

Ijooumtenens, lokmn teenens (Lat.). 
A substitute; a deputy; a person acting 
in the place of another. 

XiOOUB in quo, lo-kus in kwo (Latin). 
The place in question ; the spot mentioned. 

IfOeus standi, lo-kus stan-di (Latin). 
Recognised position ; acknowledged right 
or claim. 

XiOOUtion, lo-kewshun (Latin, locuium). 
Speech ; mode or manner of speech. 

Lode, lode (Saxon, latidan, to lead). In 
mining, a vein of ore. The term is used 
to signify a regular vein or course, whether 
metallic or not ; but most commonly it is 
applied to a metallic vein. 

Lodgement, loj-ment. In fortifica- 
tion, a work raised with earth, gabions, 
fascines, &c., to cover the besiegers from 
the enemy's fire, and enable them the 
better to nold a position which they have 
taken. 

Log, log (Saxon, leegan, to lay). A 
bulky piece of wood ; an instrument for 
measuring the velocity of a ship through 
the water. 

Logarithms^ loggah-rlthumz (Greek, 
logos f a ratio ; arlthmos, number). A series 
of numbers adapted in a certain way to a 
series of natural numbers, to facilitate the 
processes of numerical computation. A 
simple idea of this system maybe acquired 
by taking a set of numbers, as 1, 2, 8, 4, 6, 6, 
having for their common difference the first 
number of the series ; and placing under 
thenr another set of numbers, which pro- 
ceed by continued multiplication by the 
first number of the series, as 2, 4, 8^ 16, 82, 
64, The former set are the logarithms of 
the latter, which are called natural numbers. 

Log-book* In nautical affairs, a journal 
kept by the chief mate or first officer, in 
which the situation of the ship from time 
U> time, the winds, weather, courses, and 
distances, the misconduct or desertion of 
any of the crew, and everything of impor- 
tance, are carefully noted down. 

Loggerhead, log-gur-hed. Literally, 
a head and thick as a log; to fall to 
loggerheads, or ^ Is loggerkeade, to scuffle ; 
to come to blows ; to fight without weapons. 

Logic, loj-ik (Greek, logos, a word, or 
wisdoml. A term which, in its most ex- 


tensive application, means the science as 
well as the art of reasoning. So far as it 
institutes an analysis of the process of the 
mind in reasoning, it is strictly a science ; 
while, so far as it investigates the prin- 
ciples on which argumentation is conducted 
and furnishes rules to secure the mind 
from error in its deductions, it may be 
called the art of reasoning; the use of 
words in the art of reasoning ; the art of 
reasoning justly in the investigation of 
truth. 

Logician* lo-jishan. Ono skilled in 
Ihe art of logic. 

Log-line, log -line. A line or cord 
fastened to a piece of board, and wound 
upon a reel ; used to accertain the rate at 
which a ship is sailing. 

Logography, lo-gograh-fe (Greek, 
logos, a word ; grafjho, to write). A method 
of printing in which a type represents a 
word, instead of forming a letter. 

Logy. A termination in constant use 
for the formation of scientific terms ; 
derived from the Greek word, logos, a 
discourse. 

Lollards, lol-lards. A sect of early 
reformers in Gennany and England, ihe 
followers of Wickliffe. The name was at 
that time applied to them as ono of infamy, 
the Romish Ohiu’ch treating thorn as tne 
vilest heretics. 

Lombard, lum-bard (Latin, longa 
barha, long beard). An ancient name in 
England for a banker, because the fieople 
of Lombardy first followed this branch of 
commerce. Hence the name of Lombard-- 
street, so long noted for its numerous 
banking-houses. 

Longboat. Tho largest boat belonging 
to a ship ; built full, flat, and high, so as 
to carry a great weight ; it is also called tho 
launch. 

. Longevity, lon-mwy-ty (Latin, longus. 
long ; avum, ago). Len^h or duration of 
life ; great length of life. 

Longimet]:y, lon-jimmy-tre (Latin, 
longus, long ; Greek, metron, a measure). 
The ait or practico of measuring distances 
or heights. 

Longitude 

fwdo, length). ^ , 

tion, the measure of the angle included 
between the meridian of any place, the 
longitude of which is required., and a cer- 
tain fixed meridian, from which the longi- 
tude is reckoned ; or it is the number of 
degrees, minutes, &o., intercepted between 


* lonjy-tude (Latin, 

In ceoirraohv and navii^. 
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E certain fixed point of the equator and the 
intersection of the meridian of tiro place 
with the same circle. It is usual to reckon 
longitude from the first meridian, whether 
eastward or westward, until we roach the 
opposite meridian ; therefore the longitude 
of a place in either hemisphere can never 
exceed 180 degrees. longitude of a 

celestial body is an arc of the ecliptic con- 
tained between the vernal equinoctial point, 
and a circle of longitude passing through 
the centre of the body. 

Longitudinal, lonjy-tewdin-aJ. Re- 
lating to longitude or length ; running in 
the longest direction, as distinguished 
from transverse or across; measured by 
the length. 

Loom, loom (Saxon, leoman, to shine). 
To appear largo above the surface; to 
appear larger than natural. 

Looming, loom-ing. The indistinct 
and .magnified appearance of objects seen 
in particular states of the atmosphere. 

Loon (Saxon, fa, needy). A rascal ; 
n scoundrel ; a sorry fellow ; an ill-con- 
ditioned person. 

Loquaoity, lo-kwassy-te (Latin, lo- 
quoTy to speak). Talkativeness ; freedom 
of speech ; the habit of talking continually 
or immoderately. 

Lord. A title of courtesy given to all 
Bishops and Irish noblemen, 'from the 
baron upwards ; to the eldest sons of earls ; 
to all the sons of marquesses and dukes; 
and as an honorary title, to certain 
official characters. The title is from 
Saxon, hleford, usually derived from hlaf, 
loaf, Bedford, or a ford, to give ; and hence 
lord is interpreted a bread-giver. A lord, 
in law, is one who possesses a fee or 
manor. 

Lore, lore (Saxon, lar). Learning; 
doctrine ; instruction. 

Loricate, lawry-kato (Latin, lorica, a 
coat of mail). To plate or cover over ; to 
protect as with a breast-plate. 

Lorn, lawm (Saxon, loren, to lose). 
Utterly lost ; deserted ; forsaken ; desti- 
tute ; solitary. 

Losel, loz-el (from the root of loose), 
A wasteful, worthless follow. 

Louis d’or, looy-dore. A French gold 
coin, first struck in 1640, in the reign of 
liouis the Thirteenth ; value, twenty-five 
shillings sterling. 

Louver, loo-vur (French, Vowoert). An 
opening for the emission of smoko. 


Love Feasts. Religious festivalsi 
celebrated periodically by certain sects. 

Lowing, lo-ing (Saxon, Uowan, to 
bellow). The bellowing or cry of cattle. 

Loyalty, loyyal-to (French, leat). Fi- 
delity to a prince, lady, or lover ; firm and 
faithful devotion to a cause. 

Lozenge, loz-enj (French, losange), A 
rhomb; a four-cornered figure. In her- 
aldry, a figure on which is represented 
the coats of arms of maidens and widows. 
In confectionary, a small cake of preserved 
fruit or of sugar, so called from its original 
rhomboidal form. 

Lubricate, lewbry-kate (Latin, hdri- 
CU8, slippery). To make smooth or 
slippery. 

Lucid, lu-sid (Latin, luddus, from lux, 
light). Shining; bright; clear; bright 
with the radiance of intellect ; without any 
darkness or disorder of the mind. 

Lucifer, lewsif-ur (Latin, lux, light; 
fero, to bring). The planet Venus ; also, 
a nemo given to Satan. 

Lucimeter, lu-simmy-tur (Latin, lux, 
light ; Greek, metron, measure). An appa- 
ratus for measuring the intensity of light 
proceeding from different bodies. 

Lucrative, lewkrah-tiv (French, lucra^ 
iif). Profitable ; tending to increase 
wealth ; i^roductive of gain or emolu- 
ment. 

Lucre, lu-kur (Latin, luci'um). Gain ; 
profit ; emolument, or advantage ; gene- 
rally applied in an ill sense, and denounced 
as filthy lucre. 

Lucubration, lu-ku-brayshun (Latin, 
Incuhro, to study or work by candle-light). 
Study by lamp or candle-light; anything 
composod by night or in retirement ; ap- 
plied in a general sense to meditation, 
reflection, study. 

Luculent, lu-ku-lent (Latin, Ivcu^ 
lentus). Enlightening; bright; clear; full 
of light. 

Ludicrous, lewdy-krus (Latin, ludo, 
to sport). Plajfful ; sportive ; tending to 
excite laughter; burlesque. 

Luff, luf. In nautical language, the 
order to the helmsman to put the nidder 
towards the lee-side ef the ship, in order 
to make it sail nearer in the direction of 
the wind. 

Lugger, lug-gur (Butch, loger), A 
small vessel carrying either two or throe 
masts, with a running bowsprit, upon 
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which are set lug-soils, and occasionally 
with topsails adapted to them. 

IiUgUbrious, lu-gewbry-us (Latin, 
Isipso, to mourn). Doleful; sorrowful; 
movu^uL 

IiUkewarm, lake-warm (Saxon, wlaco 
weam). Moderately warm ; indifferent; 
without fervour, ardour, or zeal. 

Lull, lul (Dutch, lulltn). To soothe ; 
to cotn^^se ; to assuage ; to calm ; to be- 
come l^nquil ; to subside. 

XiUUaby, lul1ah-bi (Dutch, lullen^ A 
song to lull asleep, especially infants ; that 
which quiets. 

Lumbago, lum-baygo. (Latin, lumhif 
the Icdns). A troublesome fixed pain about 
the loins and laments of the back 

Lumbar, lum-bar, la anatomy, per- 
taining to the loins. 

Lumber, lum-bur (German, 

Anything useless or cumbersome ; arucles 
of ftumiture not in use or orderly arrange- 
ment, thrown together in a lump; any- 
thing of more bulk than value. 

Lutuinary. lewmin-aiw (Latin, lumen^ 
light). Any oro or body which gives light ; 
anv one who illustrates a subject, or en- 
lightens mankind. 

Lumpers, lum-purz. A name given to 
labourers employed to load and unload 
merchant ships when in harbour; more 
partioularly applicable to such as contract 
to do work by the famp. 

Lunaoy, lewnah-se (Latin, funa, the 
moon). Mental derangement; madness; 
insanity of the mind ; so called because it 
is popularly supposed to bo influenced by 
the moon, or periodical in the month. 

Lunar, lu-nar (Latin, Inna, the moon). 
Relating to the moon; resembling the 
moon ; under the influence of the moon. 
Ltmar caustic, fused nitrate of silver. 
Lunar observation, an observation of the 
moon*8 distance from a star lor the purpose 
of finding the longitude. Lunar rainbow, 
a rainbow caused by the reflection of the 
light of ^e moon. 

Lunar Month. The interval in which 
the moon coiqpletes a revciution about the 
earth. 

Lunar Year, The period of twelve 
kmar months, or about three hundred and 
Sour days and one-third. 

Lunette^ lu-net (French, lunetCe), In 
fqitifioation, the name of snudl works on 
Mch e*4e of a mveliii to strengthen itr 


In optics, a species of glasses; also, a 
small window in a conoave ceiling. 

Lurch, lurteh (Welsh, Here), In nau- 
tical language, the sudden jerk or rolling 
of a ship on either side, caused by a heavy 
wave striking either upon the rudder or 
quarter ; a Ua lurch, a rolling or heaving 
to leeward when a heavy sea strikes the 
ship on the weather-side ; to leave in the 
lurch, to abandon in a difficult or embar- 
rassing condition. 

Lurcher, lurtsb-ur. A sporting d*.,' 
that watches for his game. 

Ltire, lure (French, leun*e). An entice- 
ment ; a temptation ; a snare ; to induce 
or attract by some inducement. 

Lurid, lu-rid (Latin, Gloomy; 

dismal ; ghastly pale ; ghostlike. 

Luscious, lush-us (Saxon, lewish, full 
of juice). Sweet to excess ; swollen with 
juice ; sweet or rich, so as to clog or. nau- 
seate ; pleasing ; delightful ; grateful to 
the taste. 

Lustral, lus-tral (Latin, lustro, to pu- 
rify). Used in purification, or pertaining 
to it. 

Lustrum, lus-trum. In ancient Rome, 
a period of five years, at the beginning of 
which the Romans paid the tribute laid on 
them by the censors. 

Lusty, lust-e (Danish, lusli^). Stout ; 
vigorous ; healthy ; able of body ; robust; 
sturdy. 

Lusus Naturm, lu-sus na-tewry (Lat. > 
Freak of Nature ; deformed production, as 
a sheep bom with two heads, a dog with five 
legs, &c. 

Lutarious,lu-tai7-us (Latin, Iniarius), 
Pertaining to mud ; of the colour of mud. 

Lutation, lu-tayshun. The act of 
luting, or cementing chemical vessels close 
togemer. 

Lute, lute. A stringed musical instru- 
ment, containing at first five rows of strings, 
to whioh were mterwards added six more, 
with nine or ten stops 

Lutlxerau, lewther-an. A disciple or 
follower of Luther, the German reformer, 
who separated from the Church of Rome 
in the year 1517, and took the lead in What 
is now called the Reformation. 

Luting, lu-ting (Latin, lutum), A 
composition of soft clay and other mb- 
stances, employed in stopping the pomm 
of apparatus, and coating vessels wlilpli 
ere exposed to tlie actlop of fire, 
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ZtUxate, lux-^te (Latin, luxo). To put 
out of joint ; to disjoint; to dislocate. 

]^oe'Uin, li*sooum (Greek, lukeion). 
In Greece, a place where Aristotle taught ; 
a place appropriated to instruction by loo- 
tures and disquisitions; a litetary asso- 
ciation. 

Iiydian, liddy-an. Noting a kind of 
i{it, slow, and fiowkig air in music, used 
iirst by the natives of Li/dau 

Xjye, li. Solution of an alkali im water, 
paruoularly applied to dissolved potash. 

Ijying-to. In nautical language, the 
situation of a ship when she is retarded in 
her course, by arranging the sails in such 
a manner as to counteract each other with 
nearly equal effect. 

Lppnpb, limf (Latin, L/mpAa). A co- 
lourless nuid in animal bodies. 

Iiyncll-law, lintshdaw. The infliction 
of punishment without the forms of a regu- 
larly constituted tribunal ; punishment or 
putting to death by the mob. 

Xiynz-eyed, links-ide. Having sharp 
and keen sight, such as the lynx is fabled 
to possess. 

Lyre, lire (Latin, lyra), A strinj^ed 
musical instrument, soniewhat rcsembhng 
the harp ; much used by the ancients. 

Lyric, lir-ik. Pertaining to a lyre, to 
poetry sung to a lyre. Lyric poeU'y con- 
sists chicHy of songs, odes, and verse of 
the lighter kind. 

M. 

Mac, mak. A proflx in Scotch and 
Irish names, signifying son. 

Macadamize, ma-kaddam-lze. To 
cover a roadway or path with small broken 
stones of a uniform size. The name is de- 
rived from the projector, Macadam ; and 
the principle is, that the pulverised stones, 
when laid on the surface and subjected to 

witf the earth, and t^us fonna solid mass. 

Macaroni, makkah-rony. A kind of 
edible paste drawn into long hollow tubes ; 
also applied to a droll or fool ; a conceited 
fop; a frivolous pretender. 

Macaroni!^ makkah-ronik. Eesem- 
bUng macaroni; a mixture; a confused 
heap ; hence Macaronic verses, a kind of 
bvriosque poetry, oonsisting of a jumble of 
words of different languors with words 
of the vulgar tongue, mlxoa up with Greek 
|iud Latin words or t^^rminations, 


Mag isd 

MaccalToes, makkah-boez. The name 
of two apocryphal books of Scripture, 
containing the history of Judas and his 
brothers, and their wars against the Syrian 
kings in defence of their religion and 
liberties. 

Mace, mase (Italian, mazza)* A spice ; 
the middle bark of the nutmeg. 

Mace, mase (Flemish, masse). An en- 
sign of authority borne before mayors, 
magistrates, and other ofRoial persons bv 
a mace bearer. Originally it was a club 
or instrument of war, made of iron, and 
used by cavalry. 

Macedonian, massy-dony-an. A na- 
tive of Macedonia, a country of Greece. 
In ecclesiastical history, one of a sect of 
Christians who sprung up in the fourth 
century, denominated after a bishop of 
Constantinople, who denied the existence 
of the Holy Ghost. 

Macerate, massy-rate (Latin, macet', 
loan). To make lean ; to mortify ; to 
weaken or bring down ; to harass with 
bodily hardships ; to steep almost to solu- 
tion. 

Machiavelian. mak-eah-vel-yun. Ac- 
cording to the principles of Machiavel; 
cunning ; crafty ; subtle. 

Machiavelism, mak-eah-vel-izm. 
The principles ineulcated by Machiavel, 
an Italian writer on politics; in ordinary 
ractice, seeking to accomplish a design 
y stratagem and artifice, and without any 
regard to the welfare of others, or the dic- 
tates of honour and honesty. 

Macliination, makky-nayshun (Gr., 
mediant, a contrivance). An artifice; a 
plot ; a malicious scheme ; an evilpuiposa 
formed with deliberation. 

Machine, ma-sheen (Latin, macJitna), 
Any complicated work ; an instrument of 
force; an instrument contributing to or 
producing motion ; an engine. 

Machinist, ma-sheenist. A constructor 
of machines ; an inv^tor of engines ; one 
versed in the principles of mechwlcs. 

Mackintosh. A name given to water- 
proof clothing, from its inventor. 

Macrocosm, makro-kozm. (Greek, 
makros, great; kosmos, the world). The 
whole world, or visible system, in oppo- 
sition to the microcosm, or the world of 
man. 

Maorology, ma-krol-ojy <Greek, 
mahros, long ; loyos, a discourse). Length- 
ened and tedious discourse ; 8upertiu<M«| 
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illustration of a subject; redundant o<^i- 
ousnoss, or accumulation of tirords without 
meaning. 

Macrometer, ma-krommy-tur. (Or., 
malros, great; metron, measure). An in- 
strumeAt for measuring objects that are 
inaccessible. 

Maotation, mak-tayshun. (Latin, 
mocto, to IdU). The act of killing for 
sacrifice. 

Maculate, makku-late (Ijatin, macula, 
a i^ot). To spot, or stain with spots ; to 
taint. 

Madam, mad-um (French ma, my; 
dame, lady). A complimentary title, or 
stylo of address, generally applied to elderly 
or to married ladies. 

Madcap, mad-kap {mad, and Latin, 
caput, the head). A rash, hot-headed 
person; a madman. 

Madder, mad-der (Butch, meeden, to 
dye, to tinge). A plant, the root of which 
affords a fine scanet colour for dyeing, 
calico printing, &c. It is also used In 
medicine. 

Madefaction, maddy-fakshun (Latin, 
mad^ado, to moistein). ihe act of making 
wot. 

Madeira, ma-deor*rah. A wine made 
in Madeira. 

Mademoiselle, mad-mwaw-zel (Fr.). 
An appellative given to a young woman, 
or unmarried lady; a term of address 
equivalent to mm. 

Madonna, ma-donnah (Italian). A 
aame given to pictorial representations of 
the Virgin Mary; a term of address, My 
lady ; ** called also madoTia. 

Madrigal, maddry-gal (Spanish). Ori- 
ginally a pastoral song ; now applied to a 
short amorous poem of a certain number of 
unequal verses; also a vocal composition 
in five or six parts. 

Maelstrom, mahl-strom. A most re- 
markable and very dangerous whirlpool on 
die coast of Norway ; it carries away ships, 
trees, and everything within its reach ; and 
when it is most boisterous, it is dangerous 
to come within a mile of it.' 

Maestoso, mah<*6S*to<zo. An Italian 
word^ signifyingriajestic, and used in music 
as a direction to play the part with force 
and grandeur. 

Magazine, mag-gah-zeen (Arabic, 
grrnana, to store). A store of arms, am- 
munition, provisions, Ac. ; also the building 
crplaoesoapproprii^dj aperiodical pub* 


lication, oontaining miscellaneous papers 
or compositions. 

I Maggiore, mad-je-ory. An Italian 
musio^ term, implying greater. 

Magd, may-ji. An ancient religious 
sect in Fersia and other Eastern countries, 
taking its rise from the wise men or philo- 
sophers of the East. The priests of tho 
magi were the most skiSul mathematicians 
and philosophers of their day ; hence they 
were able to produce effects so astonishing 
to the ignorant, as to be thought super- 
natural. 

Magian, majee-an. Belating to the 
magi or philosophers of the East. 

Magic, maj-ik. Originally a term syno- 
nymous with the more sublime part of 
philosophj^, but latterly a kind of science 
of producing wonderful effects through the 
supposed agency of supernatural beings ; 
sorcery; enchantment. 

Magister, majis-tur. An appellation 
given in tho Middle. Ages to thoso persons 
who had obtained some degree of literary 
or scientific eminence ; contracted to 
Mister or Mr. 

Magisterial, majjis-teery-al (Latin, 
magister, a master). Literally, belonging 
to a master, and hence to a magistrate ; 
arrogant ; dogmatic ; proud. 

Magistrate, majjis-trate (Latin, wia- 
gister, a master.) A public civil officer; 
a person judicially empowered to adminis- 
ter the law. 

Magna Charta, mag-nah kar-tah 
(Latin). The groat charter of English 
liberty, so called. It was obtained by 
the English barons from King John, in 
1215 . 

Tyrn-gTinniTYii fy, majgna - nimmy - ty 
(Latin, magnus, great ; animits, tho mind). 
Greatness of mind; loftiness of fooling, 
thought, or sentiment; despising meau 
considerations. 

Magnate, mag-nato (Latin, magnaius), 
A person of rank; a distinguished indi- 
vidual. 

Magnet, ma^et (Greek, magnes), Tlio 
loadstone, so called from Magnesia, a coun- 
try in Lydia. The native magnet is a 
nuneral, consisting of protoxide and 

f eroxide of iron in equal proportions, 
t possesses the peculiar property of 
attracting metallic iron; of assuming ^ 
determinate position with regard to the* 
axis of the e^rth, when freely suspended ; 
and of communicatii^ these properties to> 
iron by contact* The artincial magnet 
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eonsists of a bar of steel to wMoh these 
properUes have been communicated. 

Magnificat, mag-niffy>kat (Latin^. 
A term applied to the song of the Virgin 
Maiy. 

Magnificence, mag - niffy -sense 
(Latin, magnus, great ; facio, to make), 
urandeur ; splendour ; richness of appear- 
ance, in buildings, clothes, or furniture. 

Magnifico, mag-niffy- ko. The title 
given by courtesy to a nobleman of Venice. 

Magniloquence, mag - nillo - kwonce 
(Latin, magnus^ great ; loqueiiSj speaking). 
A lofty nijinner of speaking j a pompous 
stylo of address. 

Magnum Bonum, mag num bo-num. 
A Latin term applied to certain articles, 
to imply that they possess rare advan- 
tages, and excellent qualities. 
Mahometan. See Mohammedan. 

Maiden Assize. In law, an assize in 
which there are no persons to be brought 
to trial. 

Mall, male (French, maille) . Literally, 
net work, or meshes j but applied to the 
coat formed of meshes collectively. 

Mail, male (French, malley A bag or 
case for convoying letters by post j postal 
conveyance ; a carriage for convoying the 
mail. 

Maim. mame (Greek, maitan, to cut off). 
To wound so as to disfiguro ; to disable 
from use; to deprive of any necessary 
part: to cripple by loss of a limb; to 
mutilate. 

Main, mane (Saxon, mcegii). Chief ; prin- 
cipal ; first in size, rank, or importance ; 
powerful ; containing the ^oss bulk or 
chief part. The main iea, or mghway of the 
ocean, is elliptically termed the main. 
Main-landf the principal land, the conti- 
nent. Maii\r>heelf the principal keel of a 
ship, as distinguished from the false keel. 
Main-mast, the principal mast in a ship. 
Main-top, ^eiopoi the main-mast of a ship 
or brig. Main-tail, the principal sail of a 
ship. Main-deck, the deck next below the 
spar deck, in frigates. Main-yard, the 
yard of the main-mast. Main chance, the 
chief object to be regarded, or provided for. 

Mainnrize, mane-prize (French, main, 
the hand; prit, taken). In law, a writ 
directed to the sheriff, commanding him to 
take sureties lor the prisoner’s appearance, 
and to let him go at large. 

MaiutenaXLoe, mainty-nans (French, 
the hand ; to hold). Means of 


•ubsistenoe; suppoH; preservation; se- 
curity. 

Maitre d’Hotel, maytr - dote - cl 
(French). Steward.; house-steward ; major- 
domo. 

Maize, maze. Indian corn or wheat ; 
the native com of America. 

Majesty, maj-esty (Latin, majestas, 
greatness). Dignity ; grandeur ; loftiness 
of thought ; greatness of appearance ; the 
quality or state of a person, or thing, 
inspiring reverence or awo in the beholder ; 
a title given to sovereigns. 

Major, may-jur (Latin, major, greater). 
Greater in number, quantity, or extent; 
elder; superior. In logic, tho predicate 
of the conclusion, so called because it is 
generally of larger extension than the 
minor term. In music, an epithet for tho 
modes, in which the third is four semi- 
tones above the key-note. In military 
affairs, an officer next in rank above a 
captain, and the lowest field officer. In 
law, a person of full ago to manage his or 
her own affairs. 

Major-Domo, mayjur-do-mo (Latin). 
A master of a house or steward. 

Majority, ma-jorry-ty (French, «ia- 
joHlf). The greater number; the state of 
being greater ; in elections or parliamentary 
divisions, the greater number of votes , 
full age ; the office, rank, or commission of 
a major. 

Makeweight, make - wato. That 
which is thrown into a scale to make up 
weight ; figuratively, anytliing added or 
allowed, os a balance to either superior or 
inferior qualities. 

Mai HT^atin, mains, evil). In com- 

Mall / position, a prefix denoting ill, or 
evil. 

Mal-administration, mallad-minis- 
trayshun (Latin, mains, bad ; ad, to ; min- 
ister). Bad management of affairs ; 
vicious or defective conduct in adminis- 
tration. 

Maladroit, mallah - droyt (French). 
Awkward ; wanting in dexterity. 

Malady, mallah-dy (French, maladie). 
Illness ; disease ; sickness ; a lingering or 
deep-seated disorder ; mental disorder. 

Malafides, mayla-fydez (Latin). 
Want of good faith ; want of integrity. 

Malapert, mallah-pert {mal and pert). 
Saucy ; presumptuous ; quick with iinpu* 
dence; exceedingly pert, 
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Mal-apropos, mallah-propo (French). 
UnrefUKmable ; ill-timed ; out of place. 

Malar^ may-lar(Latm) mala, the cheek). 
KoUting to the cheek. 

Malarilu mal-aiy-ah (Italian, maFana, 
bad air), llie exhalation of marshy dis- 
tricts, which produces intermittent feyers. 

IBdEalaxation, mal-aks-ayshim (Greek, 
malasio, to soften). The act of blending 
or beating toother ; the act of softening 
or kneading into softness ; the process of 
forming a plastic composition of various 
ingredients. 

Malcontent, malkon-tont (French). 
Dissatisfiedwithexistinggovemment ; one 
who is discontented with the laws or their 
administration. 

Malediction, mally-dikshun (Latin, 
malut, evil; dico, to speak). A curse; 
execration: the act of denouncing or 
wishing evil to a person. 

Malefactor, moUv - faktur (Latin, 
malus, bad ; fado, to do). An offender 
against the law ; an evildoor ; a cnminal. 

Malevolence, ma-lewo-lens (Latin, 
walust ill ; volo, to wish). Ill-will ; evil 
disposition ; inclination to harm. 

Malfeasance, mal-feezans (French). 
Evil doing ; illegal deed. 

Mal-formation, malfur - mayshun. 
Defective formation ; irregular or anoma- 
lous structure of paAs. 

Malic, may-Uk (Latin, malum, an apple). 
An acid obtained from the juice of apples 
is called Ttialic acid ; pertaining to apples. 

Malign, ma-lino (Latin, malus, evil). 
Dl-disposed; pernicious; determined upon 
doing another a mischief ; to regard with 
malice ; to defame ; to hurt. 

Malignant, ma-lignant (Latin, malm, 
evil). malicious; revengeful ; exerting 
pernicious influence; in a medical sense, 
infectious ; virulent ; hurtful to the body. 

Malifip3ity, ma-liray-ty (Latin, malm, 
evil), malice ; ill-will ; evil Intention ; 
extreme enmity, or malevolent disposition 
evinced towards another. 


Mallard, mal-lard. The drake of the 
wild duck. 

Malleable, mal-leah-bl (Latin, malUm, 
a hammer). Gnbat may be beaten or ham- 
mered out; capable of being drawn out or 
extended by beating. 

Mal^practioe, mal-praktls. Illegal 
pmetioo; evil or immoral conduct ; prac- 
tice control^ to equity or established rules. 


Malthusian, mal-thev/zy-an. Aceerd* 
ing to the political doctrines of Malthus, 
as laid down in his ** Essay on the Prindples 
of Population.” 

Mal-treatment. Ill-treatment ; rough 
or unkindly usage. 

Malum in se. maylum in se (Latin^. 
In law, a term distinguishing an evil la 
itself, from malum •prohibitum. 

Malum prohibitum, maylum pro- 
hibbit-um (Latin). In law, that which 
I is wrong because it is forbidden. 

Malversation, malvor-sayshun (Latin, 
mal, ill ; vei'sor, to behave). Improper 
conduct or behaviour ; fraud, especially in 
office; mean artifices ; fraudulent tricks. 

Mamalukes, mamma-lewks. The 
former military force of Egypt. The 
Mamalukes wore originally Turkish and 
Circassian slaves, but afterwards masters 
of the country. Their power was annihi- 
lated by Mebemet All, in 1811. 

Mamma, mam-mah. A familiar word 
for mother. The word is derived from the 
Latin mamma, a breast. The word mam, 
or mamma, may also be said to be formed 
by Nature herself, since most infants begin 
to speak with this word. 

Mammalia, ma - may - lyah (Latin, 
mamma, a teat). The first gi*and division 
of the animal kingdom, including all that 
suckle their young. 

Mammifbr, mammy-fer (Latin, mam* 
ma, a breast ; fero, to bear). An animal 
having breasts, and which suckles its 
young. 

Mammon, mam-mun (Syriac). Eiohes; 
wealth ; the god of riches. 

Manacle, mannah-kl (Latin, manm, 
the hand). An iron instrument for bind- 
ing fast the hands ; to shackle ; to confine 
the hands, by means of an iron instrument, 
or other fastening. 

Manciple, mansy-pl (Latin, manm, 
the hand ; capio, to take). The steward 
of a community ; a piirvoyor, particularly 
of a college, or inn of couit. 

Mandamus, man-daymus (l^tin, 
mando, to order). In law, a writ issued 
by the Court of Queen's Bench, command 
ing tho performance of something; and so 
named from the initial word of tho writ. 

Mandarin, mandah-rin. The general 
name given to magistrates, governors, and 
chief officers in China. They are chosen 
from among the most leomad men of every 
part of the empire, uho, lu^vipg obtrdi^ei 
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theii’ degrees^ and passed their examina- 
tion, have their names inscribed, and kept 
in a court of record for that puiposo. 

Mandate, man-date (Latin, mandOj to 
bid). A command; a charge or oraer 
mven. In canon law, a rescript of the 
Pope, commanding an ordinary collator to 
put the person therein named in posses- 
sion of the first vacant benefice in his 
collation. 

Mandible, mandy-bl (Latin, mandi- 
hUuMf a jaw). The upper jaw of an insect. 

Mandoline, mando-Un. A musical 
instrument of the lute kind, having four 
strings, which are tuned as those of the 
violin. 

Manege, man-ayzh (French). A place 
where horses are trained, or horseman- 
ship taught ; a riding school. 

Manes, may-nez (Latin). In the Pa^n 
system of theology, this term included 
the souls of deceased persons It was 
usual to erect altars and otfer libations to 
the manes of deceased friends and rela- 
tions, with a view of propitiating them. 
Also when it was not known whether a 
corpse was buried or not, a cenotaph was 
erected, and the manes solemnly invited to 
enter there, so that they might bo spared 
the pain of wandering about the world in 
search of the body which they once inha- 
bited. 

Mangel-wurzel, mang-gul wur-zel 
(German, mangold wnrzelf scarcity root). 
The field beet, a plant extensively culti- 
vated in England as a food for cattle. 

Manheim gold, man-him golde. An 
alloy, consisting of throe parts copper and 
one of zinc. 

Mania, mano-yah (Greek, mania). Mad- 
ness ; an excessive passion for anything. 

Manichees, mani-kees. A sect of 
Christian heretics, of the third century, 
the followers of Mani, a person who gave 
himself out to be a second Christ. 

Mani feat, manny-fest. An inventory 
of the whole cargo of a merchant-ship. 

Manifesto, manny.festo (Latin, mani- 
falus). A public declaration made by a 
prince or sovereign, of his intentions, 
opinions, or motive^ in reference to some 
public question. 

]M[amfbld, manny-fold. Of difibrent 
kinds ; many in number ; complicated. 

Manipulate man • ippu - late (Latin, 
manuSf the hand). To operate, or work 
with the hands ; io execute a design. 


Manna, numnah (Arable, ' .maaNo, to 
provide). A substance with which the 
children of Israel were fed in the wilderness, 
and which is supposed to have been a kind 
of honey-dew; idso a peculiar saccharine 
matter, which exudes from many plants, 
but especially the concrete juice of a 
species of ash, which grows in the south- 
ern parts of Europe. 

Mannerism, manner-izm. Uniformity 
of manner ; adherence to the same, as in 
acting or speaking. 

Manor, mannur (Norman, manoir, a 
habitation). A district of ground held by 
a lord or nobleman in his own possession, 
for the direct use of his family; his 
other lands being distributed among his 
tenants. 

Manor-house. The house of the 
lord or owner of the manor. 

Manse, mans (Latin, mansiOi from 
wia?ieo, to remain). A parsonage-house ; 
farm and land. 


Manslaughter, man-slawtur. In its 
primary signification, murder, or the 
destruction of the human species. In law, 
the killing a person without malice pre- 
pense, as in a sudden quarrel. 

Mantolog^, man-tollo-je (Greek, man^ 
Uia, divination; logos, a discourse). The 
act or art of divination. 

Manual, mannu-al (Latin, manus, the 
hand). Performed by the hand ; used by 
the hand ; a hand-book, or small book such 
as may bo carried in the hand. 


Manumission, mannu-mishun (Lat., 
mamiSj the hand ; mitto, to send). The 
act of giving liberty to slaves. 

Manumotive, mannu-mo-tiv (Latin, 
manus, the hand ; movto, to move). Mov- 
able by the hand. 


Manuscript, mannu-skri^t (Latin, 
manus, the haha; scriptus, written). A 
written book or copy, generally ap- 
plied to such books as have not been 
printed. 

Mar (Saxon, merrati). To injure by 
cutting ofif a part, or by wounding and 
making defective ; to huxt ; to impair the 
strength and purity of. 

Maranatha, marrah-naytha (Syriac). 
A form of anathematising among the Jews, 
signifying “ the Lord will come ;” that is, 
to take vengeance. 

Marauding, ma - rawding (French, 
maraud). Koving in quest of plundei , 
robbing ; destroying. 
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ICaravediy mara-veed}\ A emaXl 
Spani^ copper ooin^ worth about half a 
farthiQg 

Marbles, mar-blz. A generic term for 
a collection of sculpture and statuary, as 
the Elgin marhleSf the Arundel marhlea, &c. 

Marches, martsh-iz (French). Bor- 
ders ; limits ; confines between one country 
or district and another. 

Marohioiiess, marshun-ess. The 
wife or widow of a marquis, or a female 
having the same rank as a m^uis. 

Margin, mar-iin (Latin, margo, the 
brink). The brink, border, or edge ; the 
verge ; the edge of a loaf, or page of a book ; 
figuratively, extent, beyond certain defined 
limits. 

Margrave, mar-grave (German, mark- 
graft ^rom mark, a march, or border; 
graft ^ count, or earl). Originally, a keeper 
of the marches ; now a title of nobility in 
Germany. 

Margravine, morgrah- vino. The wife 
of a margrave. 

Marigenous, ma-rijjy-nus. (Latin, 
mare, the sea ; gigno, to bnng forth). Pro- 
duced in or by the sea. 

Marine, ma-reen (Latin, mare, the sea). 
Belonging to the sea; transacted at sea; 
doing duty on the sea ; a marine is a 
soldier who serves on board ship, in naval 
engagements; the marine is a general 
name for the navy of a kingdom or state, 
and the whole economy of naval affairs. 

Mariner, marrin-er (Latin, man'e, the 
sea). A seaman ; a sailor. 

Marital, marrit-al (Latin, maritus, a 
husband). Pertaining to a husband ; inci- 
ient to the state of a husband. 

Maxitixae, mariit-imo (Latin, mare, 
the sea). Elating to the sea or 
ocean ; bordering on the sea ; performed 
at sea; having a navy and commerce by 

sea. 

Maxjoram, marjur-am. A fragrant 
plant. 

Marksman, moiks-man. One who 
can hit a mark with precision ; one expert 
in the use of the gun or the rifle. 

Marl (Welsh). A mixed earthy sub- 
stance of calcareous earth, clay, and sili- 
ceous sand, in very variable proportions. 
According to the preponderance of the one 
or the other of Imo three principal ingre- 
dients, marls are calcareous, mayey, or 
sandy. 


Marline, mar-lin. In nautical affairs, 
a small line, composed of two strands, 
slightly twisted, and either ' tarred or 
white, used for winding round ropes, to 
prevent their being fretted by the blooks, 
he, 

Marmorean, mar-mory-an (Latin, 
marmor, marble). Made of marble ; 
relating to marble. 

Maronites, marro-nitse. A commu- 
nity of Greek Christians, who inhabit 
a district of country about Mount Lebanon. 
Th^ are said to derive their name 
from John Mar on, or Maro, w)io called 
himself patriarch of Antioch, in the sixth 
century. 

Maroon, ma-roon. The name given 
to revolted negroes in the West Indies, 
and in some parts of South America. 

Marque, mark (French). Letters of 
onarque constitute a power, licence, or 
extraordinary commission, Ranted by a 
state to its subjects, to make reprisals on 
the subject of another, for damages sus- 
tained at sea ; the ship commissioned for 
making reprisals is also called a letter of 
marque. The word is said to be derived 
from the same root as march, a limit, 
literally denoting a license to pass the limits 
of a jurisdiction on land, for the purpose of 
obtaining satisfaction for theft. 

Marquee, mar-koe (French). A field- 
tent for an officer ; a large tent erected at 
fancy fairs, and other out-of-door celebra- 
tions. 

Marquetry, market-ry (French, mar- 
queterie). A name given to inlaid work of 
wood, shells, &o. 

Marquis, mark-wis (French, warowis). 
A title of honour of the second order of 
nobility, next in rank to a duke. 

Marquisate, markwy - zate. The 
seniority, dignity, or lordship of a 
marquis. 

Marshal, mar-shal (French, marechal). 
The chief officer of arms, whose duty it 
formerly was to regulate combats in the 
lists ; one who regulates rank and order at 
a feast, or any other assembly ; one who 
goes before a prince, to declare ids coming, 
and provide for his reception. 

Marshalling, marshal-ling. The dis- . 
posing or reviewing of troops ; the putting ' 
of soldiers into position. 

Mart, mart (contracted from rMirket,»i 
A place of public traffic ; to buy or 
bar^n ; purchase and sale. 
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IflCartello, mar-toUo (from. MarUllo 
Bay, Corsica). An epithet applied to 
cerwn circuit towers, erected along dif* 
ferent parts of the English coast, at the 
commencement of the present century, as 
a defence against invasion. 

Martial, mar-shal (Latin, Mars, the 
god of war). Warlike; pertaining to 
war; military; courageous; not civil, or 
according to too laws of peaceable govern- 
ment. 

Martial-law, marshal law. The law 
of arms, which depends entirely upon the 
regulations which the sovereign, or those 
delegated with authority, may consider it 
necessary to issue ; it is virtually an oa- 
forcement of the articles of war. 

Martinet, martin-et. In military 
language, a punctilious observer and 
rigid enforcer of discipline; so called 
from a French officer of that name, men- 
tioned by Voltaire. 

Martingale, martin-gal (French, mar- 
tingale). A strap fastened to the girth of 
the saddle, under the horse’s belly. 

Martinmas, martin-mas {Martin and 
mass). The feast of St. Martin; the 
11th of November. 

Martlet, mart-let. In heraldry, a bird 
without legs or beak, added to the family 
<trms, by the fourth of the junior branches 
of a family, as the mark of their cadency. 

Martyr, mar-tur (Greek, martur, a 
witness). One who by his death bears 
witness of the truth ; one who suffers death 
in defence of any cause. 

Marvel, mar-vel (French, merveille). 
Anything astonishing ; a wonder ; that 
which arrests the attention, and causes a 
person to pause and gaze. 

Masculine, masku-lin (Latin, mas, a 
male). Male ; of the male gender ; having 
the qualities of a man ; strong ; robust ; 
bold. 

Masked Battery. A battery so con- 
structed in external appearance as to mis- 
lead and lull the suspicions of a recon- 
noitring or approaching enemy. 

Masonic, ma-sonnik. Eelating to the 
fraternity of Freemasons. 

Masquerade, maskur - ade (Italian, 
wMch^raAa). An assembly of persons 
wearing masks ; a disguise. 

Mass (Saxon, mmse). In the Church 
of ^me, the office or prayers used at the 
celebration of the eucharist. High mass, 
pr grm l mass, is that sung by choristers. 


and celebrated with *the assistance of a 
deacon and sub-deacon ; low mass, that 
wherein the prayers are simply rehearsed 
without singing. 

Massacre, massah • kur (French). 
Murder; slaughter; especially applied to 
indiscriminate carnage and brutality per- 
petrated on defenceless persons. 

Mass meeting. A large concourse of 
people specially harangued on some public 
occasion. 

Mast (Saxon, mast). In navigation, 
the beam or pole set up in a ship, to sup- 
port or carry the sails. Masts are of 
several kinds : the main-mast is the prin- 
cipal mast of the ship ; the fore-mast is 
that which stands near the stem, and is 
next in size to the main-mast; the mizen- 
mast is the smallest mast, and stands half- 
way between the main-mast and the stem ; 
there are also the lower-mast, the tO'p-mastp 
and the top-gallant mast. 

Mast (Saxon, moeste). The fruit of 
certain trees, as the oak, beech, &c. 

Mastic, mas-tik (Greek, masiike, a 
species of gum). A resin which exudes 
from the mastio-treo, used chiefly as var- 
nish. In architecture, a cement employed 
in plastering walls. 

Masticate, masty-kate (Latin, mastko, 
to chew). To chew ; to grind food with 
the teeth ; to prepare food for digestion. 

Mastodon, masto-don (Greek, mastos, 
the breast; odous, a tooth.) An animal 
resembling the elephant, now extinct. 
Its remains are found in a high state of 
preservation, and in great abundance, 
throughout North America. The name 
has been given on account of certain cha- 
racteristic projections of the teeth. 

Matadore, mattah - dore (Spanish, 
matador) . The name riven to a man pitted 
against the bull at buli-flghts ; also, one' of 
the three principal cards at the g^es of 
ombre and quadnlle. 

Matchlock, matsh - lok. Formerly 
the lock of a musket, which was fired by a 
match. 

Matchmaker. One who contrives or 
effects a union by marriage; one who 
endeavours to match unmarried persons. 

Mate, mate (Dutch, most). One of a 
pair; husband or wife; a companion; an 
officer in a ship, whose duty it is to assist 
the captain. 

Mater, may-tor (Latin, mater, mother). 
A name given to two membraaec of the 
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brain^ which are thus named Urom an old 
notion that all the other membranes of 
the body were derived from thern^ or 
from their protecting the brain. 

Idiaterla Medico, ma-teery • ah meddy- 
ka (Latin). A term including all those 
substances selected from the animal, vege- 
table, and minend kingdoms, which are 
used in the cure of diseases ; a catalogue 
of remedies. 

Material, ma*teery-al (Latin, materia, 
matter). Consisting of matter ; corporeal ; 
not spiritual ; important ; essential ; having 
influence or effe^. 

Material, mah-teeiy-el (Fi-onch). A 
term denoting those material objects which 
are employed in any design. 

Materialism, ma-teoryal-izm (Latin, 
materia, matter). The doctrine of material^ 
isis; the opinion of those who maintain 
that the soul of man is not a spiritual sub- 
stance, distinct from matter, but that it is 
the result or effect of the organisation of 
matter in the body. 

Maternal, ma-tumal (Latin, mater, 
mother). Motherly; befitting or pertain- 
ing to a mother. 

Math, math (Saxon, masiA). A mow- 
ing; used in composition^ as an aftermath, 
Matter meUh, 

Matho m atics,matthy-mattiks (Greek, 
mathesie, leat ; . \ The science which 

considers quantity, either as computable 
or measurable ; it is divided into pure and 
mixed. The pure determines quantity in 
the abstract, that is, without any relation 
to another; and the mixed as subsisting 
in material objects, as length on a road, 
Ac. 

Matin, mat-in (French, mjatin). The 
morning; used in or belonging to the 
morning* 

Matins, mat-inz. Morning worship or 
service ; morning prayers or songs ; time 
of morning service. 

Matralia, may-traly-ah. A Boman 
festivid^ celebrated by the matrons, in 
honour d the goddess Mater Maiula, on 
the third of the ides of June. 

Matrass, mat-rass (French, matixu), 
A ohemioid vessel, in the shape of an egg, 
or with a tapering neck, open at the top. 

Matrioe, mat-riss ) (Latin, matrix), 

MatrisL mat-riks f The womb; a 
mould or form, in which printenf types 


I Matricide, mat-ro-side (Latin, nuUer, 
mother ; coedo, to kill). The murdering oi 
a mother ; the murderer of a mother. 

Matriculate, ma-trikku-late (Latin, 
mater, mother). To enter or admit, by 
enrolling the name in a register ; particu- 
larly at a college or university, whore the 
scholars are said to bo mati'iculated when 
they are sworn and registered into the 
society of their foster-mother of learning at 
the University. 

Matronalia. matron - aylcah (Latin). 
A Roman festival, celebrated in the kalends 
of March, in honour of Mars ; so called frouj 
being particularly observed by matrons. 

Mattamore, mattah-moro. A name 
given in the East to a subterraaoar reposi- 
tory for wheat. 

Matter, mat-tur (Latir^ matei'ia'). In 
a general sense, the subst«tnco of which all 
bodies are constituted; metaphorically, a 
subject, an object; object in view, pur- 
sued, or followed, contemplated or consi- 
dered : business ; importance ; pus. 

Maturation, mattu-rayshun (Latin, 
maturo, to ripen). The act of ripening ; 
the state of growing ripo. 

Mature, ma-ture (Latin, maturo, to 
ripen). Perfected by time ; ripe ; com- 
plete; well-digested. 

Matutinal, mattu - tynal (French, 
matin, morning). Relating to the morn- 
ing ; performed in the morning. 

Maudlin, mawd-lin. Approaching to 
or in a state of intoxication ; sottishness ; 
weakness of mind. This word is a corrup- 
tion of Magdalen, who is depicted with a 
disordered appearance, and eyes swollen 
with tears. 

Maugre, maw-gr (French, matgri). 
Notwithstanding; despite of, in opposi« 
tion to. 

Maundav Thursday, mawn - day 
thurz-day. The Thursday preceding Eastei’, 
or next before Good Friday. The word is 
supposed by some to be derived from the 
Saxon mamd, a basket, because on this 
day it was and is still the custom for 
princes to bestow alms from or in baskets; 
others think that it is derived from 
command which Christ gave to his disciples 
for the commemoration of his last supper. 

Mausoleimi, mawso - le - yum. A 
pompous tomb or monument, erected in 
nonour of the dead ; so called from Mau- 
solus. King of Caria, to whose memoxy 
ArtATniftifl.. hta widow, erected a statolv 
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monttmenty one of the wonders of the 
world. 

Mauvaise Honte, movay - zawnt 
(French). Bashfulness ; sheepishness ; 
leant of self-possession. 

Mauvais Ton, moray-tong (French). 
Vulgarity; ill-manners; want of good 
breeding. 

Mavis, may-vis. Another name for 
the throstle or song-thrush. 

Maw, maw (German, magen). The 
craw of fowls; the stomach of a beast; 
figuratively applied to a rapacious or 
greedy person. 

Mawkish, maw - kish. Tasteless; 
insipid; disgusting; apt to cause satiety 
or loathing. 

Mawworm, maw-wurm. A worm 
that infests the stomach ; applied in con- 
tempt to one who has morbid tastes, or 
affects asceticism. 

Maxillary, maks-illar-r^ (Latin, max- 
illaris). Pertaining to or situated in the 
jaw. 

Maxim, maks-im (French, maxime). 
A general principle ; an axiom ; a leading 
truth. 

Maximum, maksy-mum (Latin) . The 
greatest number or quantity; the ex- 
treme or highest sum, amount, or degree. 
In analysis and geometry, the greatest 
and the least quantities of a variable 
quantity. 

May. The fifth month of our year, 
but the third of the BK>man. It derived 
its name from Maia, the mother of Mer- 
cury. 

Mazarine, mazah-reen. A deep blue 
colour. 

Maze, maze (Saxon, missian, to miss, to 
err). A labyrinth, or place with passages 
BO intricate, that it is difficult to get out 
of them ; perplexity ; confusion of thought ; 
uncertainty. 

An abbreviature for magister 
artium, or Master of Arts. 

M.B. An abbreviature for medidnee 
haccalamreus, or Bachelor of Medicine. 

M.D. An abbreviature for mediciim 
doctor, or Doctor of Medicine. 

M.F. An abbreviature for Member of 
Parliament. 

MS. An abbreviature of ** manuscript,*’ 
and MSS. of "manuscripts.” M,S» on 
monuments, means memorias mcnim, or, 
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Meagro, me-gur (Saxon, moegre, lean). 
Lean ; thin ; without flesh or ffeshy sub- 
stance; without nutriment or fertility; 
wanting in fulness ; insufiScient; in literary 
composition, void of strength or diction, 
or profusion of ideas or imagery. 

Mealy mouthed, meoly - mowthd. 
Fair-spoken ; with words mild and soft as 
meal ; concealing the real intention; 
speaking hypocriucally. 

Mean, meen (Latin, medint, middle). 
The middle between two extremes ; being 
or lying at equal distance between the 
beginning and end ; intervening time ; 
mediocrity ; medium. 

Meander, me-andur(the name of a 
winding river in Phrygia). A maze ; a 
labyrinth ; a winding course ; to wind ; to 
turn round ; to trace a winding or intricate 
coiirse. 

Mease, mees. In some localities, used 
to express the number of 500, as a mease of 
herrings. 

Meatus, me-aytus (Latin, meo. to flow). 
In anatomy, a passage, such as that lead- 
ing to the ear. 

Mechanic, me-kannik \ (Greek, 

Mechanical, me-kanny-kal j mechane, 
art). Pertaining to machines ; con- 
structed or performed according to the 
laws of mechanics ; acting by physical 
power ; pertaining to artisans ; performed 
without design or intelligence. 

Mechanic^ me-kannik. One skilled 
or employed in mechanical pursuits; an 
artisan ; ah artificer. 

Mechanicallv, me - kannik - ally. 
According to mecnanics ; by physical laws 
of force ; by force of habit. 

Mechanician, mekka-nisshan. One 
skilled in mechanics ; one who constnicts 
machines or machinery. 

Mechanics, me-kanniks. A branch 
of practical mathematics, which treats of 
forces and powers, and their actions on 
bodies, either directly or by the interven- 
tion of machinery; a science which treats 
of the laws of equilibrium and motion. 

Mechanism, mekkan-izm. The con- 
struction and adaptation of the several 
parts of a machine, so as to produce uni- 
form action and impelling power, accord- 
ing to the laws of mechanics. 

Mechlin lace, mek-lin lose. A lace 
first manufactured at MecfUin>» 

Medal, med-al (Spanish, medalla)* A 
niece of metal stamped in hcioijr of some 
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person, or in commomoration of some 
event. 

Medallion, me>dal- 3 nin (French, me- 
dailion), A large antique stamp or modal. 
In arohiteoture, any circular tablet, on 
which figures are sometimes sculptured. 

Medallurgy, med-allur-je {medals and 
Greek, ergon^ work). The art of striking 
medals and other coins. 

Medieaval, meedy-eeval (Latin, medius^ 
tbe middle ; mum, an age). Eelating to 
the Middle Ages. A term specially applied 
to works of ait executed during the period 
between the taking of Borne by the bar- 
barians and the sacking of Constantinople 
by Mahomet the Second, in 1453. 

Mediant, me-de-unt. In music, the 
third above the key-note. 

Mediate meedy-ate (Latin, medim, 
middle). Interposed; intervening; be- 
tween two extremes ; to interpose as a 
friend between parties ; to effect by media- 
tion. 

Medicament, me-dikka-ment (Latin, 
medeor, to cure). Anything used in heal- 
ing ; an application for the cure of disease ; 
a medicine. 

Medicinal, me-dissinal (Latin, medi- 
cinalis). Having the power of healing; 
adapted to cure disease, or alleviate bodOy 
disorders ; pertaining to medicine. 

Medicine, meddy-sin (Latin, medicina). 
A drug administered to cure a disorder; 
physic ; a remedy. The science and art 
which relate to the preservation of health, 
and the alleviation or cure of disease. 

Medietas Xiingum, meedi-eetas lin- 
gwy (Latin). In law, a jury one-half of 
which are natives and the other half fo- 
reigners, empannelled in cases where the 
party put on his trial is a foreigner. 

Mediocrity, meedy-okkry-ty (Latin, 
msdttu, middle). Moderate degi'ee ; middle 
state or rate ; neither excellent nor mean. 

Mediterranean, meddit-er-rane-yan 
(tetin, medim, middle ; iwra, land). In- 
closed, or nearly inclosed with land, as the 
MedUen-anean Ocean, which was so named 
by tiie ancients because, according to their 
limited knowledge, it was supposed to be 
in the middle of the earth. 

Medium, meed-yum (Latin). Anything 
that intervenes or comes between; a 
middle state ; the means or instrument by 
which anything is accomplished, conveyed. 


Medley, med-le (French, mtlcr), A 
mixture ; a mingled mass ; a confused as- 
semblage of ingredients. 

Medtdlary, meddul - lary (Latin, 
medulla, marrow). Pertaining to marrow ; 
consisting of marrow, or resembling it. 

Medusa, me-dewzah. In fabulous his- 
tory, the chief of the Gorgons, whose head 
in the shield of Minerva had power to 
transform all who looked on it into stone. 

Meed, meed (Saxon, med), Keward ; 
recompense ; that which is meet^ or fitting, 
as a reward for service done, or labour 

orformed ; a payment ; donation, or 

ounty. 

Meerschaum, meer-shawm (German, 
sea-froth), A white mineral of an earthy 
appearance, always soft, but dry to the 
touch. From this substance the well-known 
meerschaum pipes are made in Germany. 

Meet, meet (Saxon, genet). Fit ; suit- 
able ; convenient ; becoming ; adapted for. 

Megacosm, meggah - kozum (Greek, 
megas, great; koamos, the world). The 
groat world, as distinguished from mict'o- 
cosm, or less. 

Megarian, me-gary-an. ) Belonging to 

Megaric, mo-garik. J Mogaiu, as 
the Megarian school, to which a majority 
of the disciples of Socrates retired after his 
death. 

Megascope, meggah-skope (Greek, 
megas, great ; skopeo, to view). A modifi- 
cation of the solar microscope, used for the 
examination of bodies of considerable 
dimensions. 

Megatherium, meggah - theory - urn 
(Greek, megas, great; therion, a breast). 
An extinct animal of enormous size, the 
bones of which are found in a fossil trtate, 
chiefly in South America. It has been 
termed the giant sloth, as it unites tho 
generic character of the sloth tribe with 
that of tbe armadilloos, while its sizo must 
liave been equal to that of tho rhinoceros. 

Megrim, me-grim (Greek, emi, half ; 
kraniem, the skull). A violent intermitting 
pain, affecting one side of the head ; me- 
grims implies morbid fancies or whims. 

Melange, me-launj (French). A mix- 
ture; a medley. 

Melee, mel-ay (French). A confused 
fight or scuffle; an indiscriminate on- 
slaught. 

Meliorate, meely-orate (Latin, melior, 

hotter). To make bettor ! tn rAT^^^ ni» wm* 
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Mellifluent, raol-lifflu-ent (Latin, 
honoy ; Jlno, to tiov/). flowing smoothly 
and with sweetness ; flowing with honey. 

Melodious, mo-lode-yus (Greek, melos, 
a song). Musical ; agreeable to the ear, by 
a sweet succession of sounds. 

Melodrama, mello-drammah ) (Greek, 

Melodrame, mello-dram j melos, 
a song ; and drama). Strictly, a dramatic 
performance, in which music is intermixed. 
It differs from opera, inasmuch as the 
actors do not sing, but declaim ; the music 
filling up the pauses only with strains suit- 
able to the subject. The term melodramatic, 
or melodrama, is, however, applied to such 
pipce as cannot be called either a comedy 
or tragedy, partaking of the character- 
istics of both, and especially charged with 
romantic incidents. 

Member, mem-bur (Latin, memh'um). 
A limb of the body ; a clause ; a part of 
a discourse ; an individual of a commu- 
nity or society; a subordinate part of a 
building. 

Membrane, mom-brane (Lntin, mem- 
Irana). A thin skin of expansive proper- 
ties formed by fibres interwoven. The 
membranes of animals consist of concrete 
gelatine, and are convertible into leather 
by tanning. The term is also extended by 
analogy to parts of vegetables of a mem- 
branaceous texture, as the substance be- 
tween the tree and the bark. 

Memento, me-mento (Latin). A hint 
or suggestion to awaken memory ; that 
which reminds. Memcjito mori means, 
literally, ** remember to die that is, bear 
in mind that you must one day die. 

Memnon, mem-non. A celebrated 
statue at Thebes, in Upper Egypt, which 
possessed the real or imaginary property 
of emitting a sound Kke a harp at sun- 
rise. 

Memoir, mem-wawr (French, memoire, 
memory). A species of history describing 
transactions and events in which some 
particular person has a principal share, 
w'ritten either by the person himself or by 
some other person. 

Memorabilia, memo-ray-billeah (Lat). 
Circumstances remarkable and worthy to 
be remembered. 

Memorandum, memmur - andum 
(Latin). A note to help the memory: 
plural, mmoranda. 
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tainod in memory; any note or hint to 
assist the memory ; a written representation 
of facts made to a legislature or other body, 
as the ground of a petition, or such a det^ 
of facts, accompanied with a petition. 

Memoriter, mo - morrit - ur (Latin). 
By memory. 

Memphian, memf-yan. Relating to 
Memphis t the ancient capital of Egypt; 
very dark. 

Menace, mon-ase (French, menacer). 
To threaten ; to show the j^irobability or 
appearance of any future evil or danger to. 

Menage, men-azh. A collection of 
animals ; a place in which horses are ren- 
dered manageable, or tractable to the 
rider or driver. 

Menagerie, me-nazhur-ry. A collec- 
tion of wUd animals ; tho place where wild 
animals are kept. 

Mendacity, men - dassy - ty (Latin, 
wcjidao;, false). Falsehood; habitual lying ; 
want of veracity, 

Mendicant, mendy-kant (Latin, mcji- 
dicOf to bog). A beggar; one who exists 
upon alms ; also, a religious sect subsisting 
by alms, acquired by bogging. 

Mendicity, men - dissy - ty (Latin, 
mendicitas). The state of begging ; the life 
of a beggar. 

Menial, meen-yal (Norman, meynaV), 
Relating to servants, or domestic servants ; 
being low or mean. 

Menology, mo-nollo-jo (Greek, men, 
a month ; logos, a treatise), A register of 
months. In tho Greek Church, martyr - 
ology, or a brief calendar of the lives of the 
saints for each day in the year. 

Menstruum, men - stru - um (Latin, 
mensis, a month). In chemistry, a term 
applied to all li(^uids, which are used as 
dissolvents, infusions, decoctions, &c. The 
most common is water. The term was 
used by tho old chemists for a prepara- 
tion or dnig which could only operate at 
a particular period of the moon, or month. 

Mensuration, mensu-rayshun (Latin, 
mevhsnra, measure;. Measurement; that 
branch of practical geometry which 
teaches the methods of calculating the 
dimensions and areas of figures, the 
volumes of solids, &c., from tho measure- 
ment of certain lines and angles, which 
supply the requisite data. 
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simifying to mean, or mind, or have in 
nuud; to intend, to design, to wish, or 
will. 

MexitaL mon-tal (Latin, menSf the | 
mind), lifting to the mind; intellectual. 

Mentioulture, menty-kulture (Latin, 
meiiSf the mind ; culto, to cultivate). Cul- 
tivation of the mental faculties; exercise 
of the mind. 

Mentor, men-tor. A wise and faithful 
counsellor ; a friendly advisor ; so called 
from Mentor, the friend and adviser of 
Ulysses. 

Menu, ) me-noo. In Hindoo mytho- 

Menou,jlogy, the son of Brahma, 
whoso institutes are the great code of 
Indian civil and religious law. 

, Mephitic, me-fitik (Latin, mephitu, an 
ill smell). Offensive to the smell ; noxious. 
Formerly carbonic acid was termed mephi- 
tic acid, and nitrogen mephitic air. 

Mercantile, merkan-tile (Latin, mcr- 
coTf to buy). Pertainini^ to merchandise, 
or the buying and selling of goods and 
commodities dealt in by merchants ; com- 
mercial; trading. 

Mercator’s Chart, mer - kayturz 
tschart. A chart in which the parallels of 
latitude and the meridians are represented 
by straight lines, invented by Gemixi Mer- 
cator. 

Mercenary, merson - ary (French, 
mercenaire). Hired ; sold for money ; 
greedv of gain ; a hired soldier ; a hireling ; 
one who acts or works for the sake of reward 
or gain. 

Merchantman, mertsliant-man. A 
trading ship employed in importing and 
exporting goods to and from foreign coun- 
tries. 

Mercurial, mer-kewry-al (Latin, Mer- 
cunue^ Mercury). Litoriuly, bom under 
the planet, or formed under the influence 
of Merewry ; hence, active ; sprightly ; vola- 
tile ; full of vi^ur or fire ; also crafty, 
subtlo, and deceitful. 

Mercury, merku-ry. In Boman 
mythology, a deity who was employed as 
the messenger of the gods; and was also 
the patron of trade, and of theft and fraud. 
In astronomy, tho name of a planet ; in 
chemistry, quicksilver. 

Mere, mcer (Baxon, mere), A pool or 
lake ; a boundary or division. 

Merely, meer-ly. ^mply; solely; 
ilms,^nd DO other way ; for tm^ and for 


Meretricious, merry-trisshus. Allur- 
ing by false show; false; gaudy; not 
genuine ; of no real merit or value. 

Merge, murj (Latin, mergo, to plunge). 
To sink ; to immerse ; to incorporate with 
something else, so as to lose its individu- 
ality, and merely boermo part of a whole, j 

Meridian, me-riddy-an (Latin, men- , 
dies, mid-dav). Noon; mid>day; the t 
lino supposed to bo drawn through tho * 

oles, which the sun crosses at noon ; the , 

ighest point ; tho particular or distin- 
guishing place. 

Mermaid, mnr-mayd (Latin, iner^ tho • 
soa ; and maid). A fabulous sca-monstcr, 
supposed to have a woman’s face and shape, 
but a fish’s tail. Masculine, merman. 

Merry Andrew. A buffoon ; a droll • 
one whose business it is to make sport by 
grotesque and ludicrous antics. 

Merrythought, merry-thawt. Tha 
forked bone in the breast of a fowl. 

Mesh, mesh (German, masche). Tho 
space between the threads of a net. 

Mesmerism, mozmer - izm. Another 
name for animal magnetism under certain 
conditions ; that is, the fjowor of commu- 
nicating at will certain influences to the 
mind of the person affected, or put to sleep, 
in which questions are answered, revela- 
tions made, and certain events determined 
on. It derives its name from Antony 
Mesmer, who wrote on the subject in 
1770. 

Mesne, moen (Old French) . In law, 
middle ; intervening as a meme lord, that is, 
a lord who holds land of a superior, but 
grants it to another person. Mesne p'oeesi, 
is that part of tho proceedings of a suit 
which intervenes between the original pro- 
cess or writ, and the final issue, and which 
issues pending the suit, on the collateral 
matter. 

Mess, moss (Gothic, mes). A dish of 
food ; a quantity of food prepared and set 
on the table at one time; in the army and 
navy, a number of persons who eat to- 
gether. 

Messiali, mes-siah (Hebrew, the An- 
ointed). The title given by way of emi- 
nence to our Saviour, alluding to the 
authority which Christ bad to assume the 
characters of Prophot, Priest, and King of 
his Church. 

Messieurs, mes-yerz (French, plural of 
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Messmate, mes-mate. Literally, ah 
associate in eating ; one who oats at the 
same table ; hence, a term of familiarity 
and companionship among seamen. 

Messuage, mes>saje (Old French, me- 
ionaget a house). In law, a dwelling-house 
and adjoining land, appropriated to the 
use of the household. 

Mestiso, mos-teezo. An epithet for 
the child of a Spaniard, and a native 
Indian. 

Meta. In composition, a prefix, signi- 
fying with, Utg€lher loith, into, towards, in 
addition to, in accordance, in exchange with, 
amongst, from, beyond, <tc. 

Metabasis, mottah-basis (Greek, meta, 
from ; haino, to go). In rhetoric, a figure 
by which the orator passes from one sub- 
ject to another. 

Metabolians, mettah - bole - vans 
(Greek, metahole, change). Insects which 
imdeigo a metamorphosis, and which are 
usually fitted with wings in their final 
state. 

Metacarpus, mettah-karpus (Greek, 
meta, beyond; karpos, the wrist). That 
part of the hand which is between the 
wrist and the fingers. 

Metachronism. me - takro - nizm 
(Greek, meta, beyond ; chronos, time). An 
error in chronology^ made by placing an 
event after its real time. 

Metallic, me-tallik (Greek, meiallon, 
metal). Pertaining to metal ; containing 
metal ; consisting of metal ; like a metal. 

Metallography, mettal - oggrah - fe 
(Greek, mttallon, metal ; grapho, to de- 
scribe). A treatise on or description of 
metals. 

Metallurgy, met- tallur- jy (Greek, 
meiallon, a metal ; ergon, work). A term 
comprehending the whole art of working 
metals from the state of ore to the utensil ; 
but technically, it includes only the opera- 
tions followed in separating metals from 
their ores. 

Metamorphosis, mettah-maurfo-sis 
(Greek, meta, change; m&rphe, shape). 
Change of shape or form ; transformation ; 
the taking of another form; the change 
which an animal undoigocs, both in its 
formation and growth ; the various shapes 
which some insects assume in the different 
stages of their existence. 

Metaphor, metta-fur (Greek, meto, 
over phero,^ to oarry).^ ^ Literally, the 


ih rhetoric, transferring the application of 
a word in its literal meaning from cue 
object to another, founded upon some 
similarity, analogy, or resemolanoe; a 
metaphor thus becomes a simile or com- 

arison expressed in words, as. She bridkt 

er anger ; He deadens the sound. 

Metaphorical, meKii-forry-ka]. Per- 
taining to metaphor ; figurative ; not 
literal. 

Metaphrase, mettah-fmze (Greek, 
meta, change; phrasis, a speaking). A 
verbal translation from one language ts 
another ; a close inteipretation. 

Metaphysics, mettah- fi^ziks (Greek, 
meta, after; physis, nature). The science 
of mind and iutelligonco ; the science of 
the principles and causes of all things 
existing. 

Metaplasm, mcttah-plazm (Greek, 
meta, charge ; plasso, to form). In mm- 
venr, the changing or transposing a salable 
or letter in a word. In rhetoric, the plac- 
ing of words, syllables, or letters contrary 
to their natural order. 

Metastasis, meetas-taysis (Greek, 
meta, change ; stasis, a standing, or place). 
Translation, or removal; transition ot a 
disease from one part of the body to 
another. 

Metatarsus, mottah-tarsus (Greek, 
meta, beyond ; tarsos, the sole of tbe foot). 
The middle of the foot, or that part bo- 
tween the ankle and the toes. 

Metathesis, metath-eesis (Greek, meta, 
change ; thesis, position). A transposition 
of letters or syllables ; in rhetoric, a figure 
of speech, in which words are transposed, 
so as to convey a suitable meaning^ as, 
** We should not live to eat, but eat to live.” 

Mete, meet (Saxon, metan'). To mea- 
sure ; to ascertain quantity, dimensions, or 
capacity by any rule or standard. 

Metempsychosis, me-tempsy-kosis 
(Greek, meta, change; empsucho, to ani- 
mate). The doctrine t>f trausmi^tion of 
souls, aftor death, from one body to 
another. 

Meteor, meety-ur (Greek, meUorot, 
sublime). A luminous body Heating K 
the atmosphere, or any luminous body 
which has a sudden and uncertain appoap 
ance, and with more or loss motion in ihi 
atmosphere. 

Meteoric, meety-orik* Relating U 
meteors. Meteoric stones are peculiar sol4 
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of sinmilar aspect^ which occasionally 
deacena from the atmosphere, usually from 
a luminous meteor. Meteoric tron is a 
mineral of a pale steel-gray colour, occur- 
ring in meteoric stones. 

Meteorology, meet-yo-rollo-jo (Greek, 
meteorSf aerial; logoSf a discourse). The 
science of the atmosphere and its pheno- 
mena, particularly in its relation to heat 
and moisture, and its changes with respect 
to weight and electricity, giving rise to 
the various states of the weather. 

Metheglen, mo-theglin (Welsh, oned~ 
dyglyn), A beverage made of honey and 
water, fermented with yeast. 

Method, methud (Greek, meia; hodos^ a 
way). An orderly or regular course; a 
natural disposition of ideas, or regular 
placing of things, best adapted to attain 
some given end ; classification ; arrange- 
ment ; way ; manner of doing things. 

Methodists, mettlio-dists. A sect of 
Christians founded by John and Charles 
Wesley, and the Rev. George Whitfield. 
They were named Methodists from the 
scrupulous regularity of their lives, and the 
strictness of their principles and rules; 
also, because by the same principles they 
essayed to reduce religion to exact 
rules and axioms, in which they were com- 
pared to the methodical physicians at 
Rome. 

Meton3ruiy, me - tonny - me (Greek, 
meta, change; onoma, a name). In rhe- 
toric, a figure by which one word is put for 
another, as the effect for the cause, the 
thing containing for the substance con- 
tained. Thus we say, ** The kettle boils,” 
meaning the water contained in the 
kettle. 

Metre, meo-tur (Saxon, meter). Liter- 
ally, measure ; in poetry, a collection of 
words disposed in unes of a certain num- 
ber, so as to sound harmonious to the ear ; 
the name of a French measure of length 
equal to 39g English inches. 

Metric^, mottry-kal (Latin, metricus). 
Pertaining to metre or numbers ; consist- 
ing of verses. ^ 

Metronome, met-ronno-me (Greek, 
m€t 7 'oti, a measure; nomos^ a law). ^ An 
instrument for measuring time in music. 

Metropolis, me - troppo - lis (Greek, 
neter, a mother ; poliitf a city). The chief 
city of any country or state. London, on 
account of its wealth, industry, and high 
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Metropolitan, mettro - pollit - tan 
(Greek, wicfer, a mother; poliSf a city). 
Pertaining to a metropolis ; a bishop of a 
mother church, or the chief church in the 
chief city ; an archbishop. 

Mettl^ met-tl (a corruption from 
metal). Spirit; courage; sprightlinoss ; 
constitutional ardour ; a temperamont 
susceptible of high excitement. 

Meum and Tuum, me-um and tu-iim 
(Latin). Mine and thine ; that which 
belongs to others, and that which belongs 
to ourselves. 

MeZ2SO, mot-zo. In music, an Italian 
word, signifying half. Thus mezzoforte, 
mezzo-piano, mezzo-voce imply a middle 
degree of piano and soft. Mezzo-soprano 
signifies a pitch of voice between the 
soprano and treble, and counter-tenor. 

Mezzo Relievo, met - zo re - loevo 
(Italian). An art-term signifying middle 
relief, or that degree of projection of 
figures in sculpture between the propor- 
tion of those in alfco and basso-relievo. 

Mezzo Tinto, mot-zo tin-to. An on- 
graving on copper, in imitation of painting 
in Indian-ink. 

Miasma, mi-asmah (Greek, miaino, to 
pollute). Noxious exhalation ; infectious 
substance, or particles or atoms from off 
putrefying bodies floating in the air, and 
considered deleterious to health. 

Michaelmas, mikkel-mas. The feast 
of the Archangel Michael, celebrated on 
the 29th of September. 

Mickle, mik-kl. A Scotch word signi- 
fying much, great. 

Microcosm, mikro - kozm (Greek, 
mih'os, small; ^omo5, the world). Literally, 
a little world, or world in miniatiure ; and 
honce applied by some philosophers to 
man, as the epitome of everything admir- 
able in the universe or great world. 

Microscope, mikro - skopa (Greek, 
mikros, small; skopeo, to view). A well- 
known optical instrument arranged to give 
to tho eye an enlarged image of objects 
wliich are too minute to be examined with- 
out artificial aid. 

Middle Ages. A term which, in an 
historical sense, denotes that period which 
begins with the final destruction of the 
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Middle distance. In paintings and 
drawings, the central portion of a landscape, 
sometimes termed middle-ground. 

Midland, mid-land. Remote from the 
sea-coast; in the interior of the country, as 
the midlomd counties in Knglaud, so-called. 

Midnight, mid-nite. The middle of 
the night; usually reckoned as twelve 
o’clock. 

Midriff, mid-riff. The diaphragm. 

Midshipman, midship-man. A naval 
cadet, whose general duties are comprised 
m seconding the orders of his superior 
officers, and who in this capacity servos a 
kind of apprenticeship, so as to fit him for 
command hereafter. 

Mien, meen (French, mine). Air ; look : 
manner; external appearance ; personal 
carriage. 

Migrate, mi-grate (Latin, migro). To 
remove from one place to another; to 
change residence or habitation. 

Migration, mi-grayshun (Latin, mi- 
aratio). The act of changing residence or 
liabitation; in zoology, the transit of a 
species of animals from one locality to 
another. 

Milch, milsh (Saxon, melee). Giving 
milk ; a milch cow is a cow kept and nurtured 
for the purpose of producing milk. 

Mildew, mil -dew (Saxon, mildeawe). 
A disease which attacks both living and 
dead vegetable matter, vulgarly believed to 
1)0 caused by the falling of the vapour or 
dew. 

Mileage, mile-aje. Fees allowed for 
travelling expenses at a certain rate per 
mile. 

Miliary, milly-ary (Latin, milium, 
millet). Kesembling millet seeds ; accom- 
panied with an eruption like millet-seeds ; 
very small. 

Militant, milly-tant (Latin, mUes, a 
soldier). Fighting, or acting in the charac- 
ter of a soldier. In divinity, Church militant 
means the Christian Church on earth, which 
is supposed to be engaged in a constant 
warfare against its enemies. 

Militate, millit-ate (Latin, miles, a 
soldier). To oppose; to operate against; 
to injure. 

MDitia, mil-lisbah (Latin, mUes, a 
soldier). A body of soldiers regularly 
enrolled and trained, though not in con- 
stant sorvice in time of peace, and therebv 


Milky-way. See Galaxy. 

Mllldam, mill-dam. A dam or mound 
by which water is collected and retained at 
a proper height for working a mill. 

Millenarian, milly-nary-an. One who 
believes in the doctrine of the millennium. 

Millenary, milly-nary (Latin, mille, a 
thousand; annus, a year). Consisting of a 
thousand years; the space of a thousand 
years. 

Millennium, mil - lenny- um ( Latin , 
mille, a thousand ; annus, a year. ) A thou- 
sand years ; the term is especially^ used to 
denote the thousand years mentioned in 
Rev. XX., during which Satan shall bo 
bound, and Christ shall reign on earth 
with his saints. 

Millepede, milly-peod (Latin, mille, a 
thousand ; pea, a foot). A general name 
given to insects possessing a great many 
feet, as the wood-louse. 

Millesimal, mil-lessy-mal (Latin, mille, 
a thousand). Thousandth; consisting of 
thousandth parts. 

Milligram, \ milly - gram. In 

Milligramme, / French weights and 
measures, the thousandth part of a gramme. 

Milliliter,) milly- leetur. A French 

Millilitre, / measure of capacity, the 
thousandth pari of a litre. 

Millimeter, ) milly-metur. A French 

Millimetre, / lineal measure, the 
thousandth pari of a metre. 

Milling, mil-ling. The act or employ- 
ment of passing grain through a mill ; the 
raised impression on tho edges of coin, &o. 

Million, mil-yun (Italian, milione). Ten 
hundred thousand; proverbially, a very 
great number. 

Millionaire, mil - yun - ah (Fronoh). 
Literally, a person worth a million, but 
generally impiring one possessed of great 
wealth. 

Mill-pond, mill-pond. A reservoir of 
water raised for driving a mill-wheel. 

Milt, milt (Saxon, milt). In anatomy, 
the spleen; applied to tho soft roe of 
fish. 

Mime, mime (Greek, mimos, an Imi- 
tator). Originally, a poem or dimnatia 
performance imitating any action to stir 
I up laughter ; a buffoon ; a mimic. 

TVTlTnftflrt TnA.mAHilr (Clvae^r a*. 
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MixniOy mim>ik (Greek, an imi- 

tator). One who imitates or copies the 
aotions and gestures of persons, to render 
them ridiculous and excite laughter ; a 
mean or servile imitator. 

Minaret, minnah-ret. A small orna- 
mental spire or steeple in Saracen archi- 
tecture; a tall spire aboye the roof of a 
building. 

Minatory, minnah - turry (Latin, 
minor, to threaten). Threatening; contain- 
ing tfaiwats or menaces. 

Minoe, minse (Saxon, minman, to out 
into yery small pieces). To separate by 
cutting into small or minute parts; to 
clip the words in speaking ; to cut short 
the steps in walking ; to do or say anything 
with nicety, and with slow or small grada- 
tions. 

Mineral, minner-al (Low Latin, minaret 
to load). A name giyen to the solid pro- 
ducts of chemical affinity, such as stones, 
ores, salts, &c., existing moron the earth; 
anything which may be extracted by 
•mxning. 

Mineral Kingdom. That depart- 
ment of Nature which includes minerals or 
inoi^anio bodies. 

Mineraloj^, minnur-allo-je (Greek, 
m,intTalt and Greek, lono$t a science). The 
science which treats of minerals, their pro- 
perties. relations, &c., and enables to dis- 
tinguish, arrange, and describe thorn. 

Mineral Waters. Waters which hold 
some metal, earth, or salt in solution. 

Minerva, me-neryah. In mythology, 
the goddess of wisdom and of the Ubem 
arts. 

Minever, mi-necyur. A name given in 
the Middle Ages to a species of squirrel, the 
fur of which was held in high repute. 

• Miniature, mlnnit-yure (Latin, mim'um, 

yormillion). A small likeness; a picture or 
representation in a small compass, or less 
than the reality ; a red letter ; rubric dis- 
tinction. 

Minixu, miu-im (Latin, minimum, the 
least). In music, a note equal to half a 
ficmioreve. In pharmacy, the one-sixtieth 
eA ahuid drachm, answering to the ordinary 
lircp, taking water as the standard. 

tninny-mum (Latin). The 
least quantity; the smallest as distm^shed 
from xh9 grMOgt, maximum. 

Minion, min-yun (French, migwn). 
Originally used as the term for fayourite or 


darling, now^ applied in contempt to on 
who gains favour by obsequiousness o 
flattery, or who conciliates another b; 
servile compliance. 

Ministerial, minis -teery-al (Latin 
minister, a servant). Attendant ; dom 
under authority ; sacerdotal ; relating to i 
ministry. 

Minor, mi-nur (Latin). Petty or in- 
considerable ; less ; smaller. In law, on< 
who is not of full age. In music, less, ir 
opposition to major, used to distin^ish the 
mode or key, which takes a minor third. 
In logic, minor term is the subject of th€ 
conclusion ; the minor premise contains the 
minor term. 

Minority, mi-norry-to (Latin^ minor, 
less, smaller). Used in opposition to 
majority. Applied especially to the lessor 
number of persons in an assembly, voting 
upon some question. In law, the state of 
an individual who is under age, bemg 
thereby disqualified from the exercise of 
certain civil rights, and from being an 
inheritor of property. 

Minotaur, minno-tawr. A fabulous 
monster, supposed by the ancients to be 
half man ana half beast ; so named from 
Minos, an ancient king of Crete, and iaurus, 
a bull. 

MinBter, min-stur (Saxon, mynsiei'). 
The church of a monastery, or a cathedral 
church; as Westmins^, York Minster. 

Minstrel^ minstril (French, menetrier). 
Literally, ministers of song, music, or 
poetry ; a singer, or a performer on musical 
mstruments. 

Mint, mint (Saxon, myneiian^ to coin 
moneyj. The place established by public 
authonty for tho coming of money ; figura- 
tively, a place of fabrication or invention ; 
a source of abundant wealth. 

Minuet, minnu-et (Spanish, minueto). 
A slow, regular, and graceful dance ; per- 
formed generally by two persons, and the 
figure of which resembles a capita Z. 

Minus, mi-nus (Latin). A term in 
algebra, denoting subtraction; it is also 
ysed for docreaso or diminution. 

Minute, my-nute (Latin, minulus). 
Very small; little; slender; trifling; 
critical. 

^ Minute, min-it (Latin, minutim). The 
sixtieth part of an hour ; any small space 
of time ; the first draught of any agree- 
ment, or other subject t&en In writing ; a 
note to nrosfttnrA «■* At-j — 
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Miwde gwitf a gun fired at sea eve^ 
minute as a signal of distress, and also in 
mourning for the death of distinguished 
persons. MimUe of an arc, the sixtieth 
part of a degree, marked thus ( and 
comprehending sixty seconds. 

Minutiae, me-nu-sho-o (Latin). The 
least particulars, the smallest things. 

Minx, minks. A North American ani- 
mal, known to farmers by the name of 
tv/iite vision; also, a term applied to a pert, 
forward, wanton, or affected girl. 

Mirabile Dictu, me-rabby-le dik-tu 
(Latin). Wonderful to be told ; a phrase 
used to express astonishment at any cir- 
cumstance. 

Mirage, me-razh (French). The name 
given to an optical illusion, presenting an 
image of water in sandy deserts, or eleva- 
ting objects in the air. 

Mirror, mir-rur (French, miroir). A 
looking-glass; any polished substance 
which reflects the images of objects ; 
figuratively, an example or pattern ; a re- 
flected image, by which persons may order 
and regulate their actions and behaviour. 

Mih (Saxon, from missian, to err, or go 
wrong). A prefix entering into the com- 
position of words, to denote error, defect, 
or dissimilitude, wrongful or wrongfully, 
different, adverse to, &c. 

Misadventure, mis-ad-venture. An 
unlucky accident ; mischance ; misfortune. 
In law, manslaughter, or the killing a 
person by accident. 

Misanthrope, missan - thrope \ 

Misanthropist, me - santhro - pist j 
(Greek, mueOf to bate ; anthrojooSf a man). 
A hater of mankind ; ono who shuns i^e 
society of mankind, from a rooted feeling 
of discontent. 

Misapprehension, mis - appry - hen- 
shun (Saxon, mis ; Latin, ad prehendo, to 
take to). A mistake ; a thing taken in a 
wrong sense. 

Misappropriate, misap-pro-pree-ate. 
To appropriate wron^ully ; to' set apart 
for one’s use that wmch ought not to be 
taken; to apply to some purpose not 
justifi^ nor intended. 

Misbecome, mlsby-kum (Saxon, mis ; 
hecuimn, to happen). Not to become ; not 
to suit or fit ; to be unseemly. 

Misbegot, misby-got. ) Unlaw- 

Misbegotten, misby-gott’n, f fully or 

IsnmmilArlv bAcrnttATi. 


Miscarriage, mis-karraje (Saxon, mis; 
Latin, carruSt a car). Unfortunate rosidt 
of an undertaking ; abortion, or the act of 
bringing forth before due time ; failure ; iU- 
conduct. 

Miscellaneous, missol-any-us (Latin, 
misceo, to mix). Composed of vanous 
kinds; mingled; mixed. 

' Miscellany, mis-sellan-e (Latin, misceo, 
to mix). A mass, or mixture of various 
kinds ; a book or pamphlet, containing a 
variety of compositions on various subjects. 

Mischance. Misfortune ; mishap ; 
disaster; accident; calamity. 

Misconception, miskon • sepshun 
(Saxon, mis; Latin, core, with ; capio, to take). 
Wrong notion, or false understanding of 
a thing. 

Misconstrue, miskon- stm (Saxon, 
mis. Latin, con, with ; struo, to pile up). 
To interpret words or acts erroneously. 

Miscreant, miskry-ant (French, 
creant). An infidel ; a vile wretch ; hold- 
ing wrong principles of reli^ous faith ; 
first applied by Christian Crusaders to 
Mohammedan unbelievers in Christ. 

Misdemeanour, misdy > meenur. 
(Saxon, mis; Latin, de; French, 

Bad behaviour ; evil conduct ; fault. In 
law, an offence which does not amount to 
a crimo, and generally used in contradis- 
tinction to felony. 

Mise en scene, meez • ong > sane 
(French). The getting up of a piece ; the 
manner in which a piece is placed upon the 
stage. 

Miserere, mizzy-reery (Latin). In the 
Homan Catholic Church, the fifty-first 
Psalm, appointed for acts of penitence ; 
the name of a seat in Homan Catholic 
churches, for the use of aged and infirm 
ecclesiastics ; also, a mour^ul wailing, or 
chant. 

Misfeasance, nus-feezons (French, 
mes, wrong ; faisanoe, from fairs, to do). 
In law, a misdeed, a trespass. 

Misgiving, mis-giving (Saxon, mis; 
mfdn). Doubts ; mistrust ; relaxing 
through doubt or fear of wrong or evil* 
fearfmness; timidity; want of courage, 
or confidence. 

Misogamist, me-soggah-mist (Greek, 
misso, to liato ; games, marriage). A hater 
of marriage. 

Misogynist, me-sojjy-nist (Ore^, 
miseo, to hate ; gyne, a woman), iiwoniaa 
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Misprision, mis-pmlian (French, me- 
, neglect or contempt). In law, anv 
nigh offence under the aeme of capital, 
but approaching thereto ; also, the know- 
ledge and concealment of crime, without 
assenting to it. 

Missal, miS’Sal. The Romish mass- 
book, or collection of the several masses 
which are said on particular days in the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Missile, mis-sil (Latin, mlUo, to send). 
Anything thrown by the hand, or dis- 
charged from an engine. 

Mission, mish-uu (Latin, viitio, to 
send). The state of being sent or em- 
ployed by another; any special pursuit 
or employment; persons appointed by 
authonty to perform any service. 

Missionary, mishun-ary (French, 
missionaire). One sent to propagate 
religion. 

Missive, mis-siv (Latin, mitio, to send). 
Such as may be sent or thrown ; a letter 
sent ; a messenger. 

Mister, mis-tur. The common title of 
address to gentlemen, and to men of all 
classes, expressed in writing by the abbre- 
viation ol*^. See Magister. 

Mistress, mispress (French, mazti’esse), 
A woman who governs ; the female head 
of a family ; the manager of a household ; 
a keeper of servants; a female who is 
skilled in anything; a woman teacher. 
This word was anciently written maistress, 
the feminine of mositer. 

Mistura, mis-tewra (Latin, a mixture). 
In pharmacy, a fluid composed of two or 
more ingi^duents. It is mostly contracted 
in prescriptions, thus, mis. e.g.—f. mis., 
which means, let a mixture be made.” 


MitS, mite (Saxon, mite). A very 
small insect; a small piece of money; 
anything very small. 


Mitbridate,inithry-date. An antidote 
poison; named after Mithridates, 

' of Fontus and Bithynia, who took a 
on of it every morning as a protection 
against poison. At present, it is mmply 
aa aromatic opiate, and is little used. 


mitty-gate (Latin, ndtis, 
mfld).^T0 ' soften ; to lessen ; to temper ^ 
to assuage pain; to soothe passion; to 
allcviato misery. 


Mitr0^ mi-^tur (Spanish, mtfm). An 
eplsoopk crown; an ornament lor the 
head ; flgoxatlvely, the dignity of bi^ops 
ei abbots. 


Mitten, mit-ten (French, miUaine)* 
Gloves for the hands, leaving the fingers 
uncovered. 

Mittimus, mitty-mus (Latin, nvUHmtts, 
we send). In law, a precept or command 
m writing, under the name and seal of a 
justice of the peace, or other proper officer, 
directed to the ^oler or keeper of a 
prison, for the safe keeping of an offender, 
until he be delivered by due course of law. 

Mizzen, miz-zn (Italian, mezzo, half). 
In nautical language, a term used to denote 
the aftermost mast in any vessel which has 
three masts, and all the sails, spars, and 
rigging with which it is connected. 
Sometimes spelt mizen. 

Mizzle, miz-zl (from mist). To rain in 
small drops, like a thick mist. 

Mnemonics, ne - monika (Greek, 
mneme). The art of memory. Precepts 
and rules intended to teach the method of 
assisting the memory. 

Moat, mote (French, motte). In fortifi- 
cation, a deep trench or ditch, dug round 
the ramparts of a fortified place, td pre- 
vent surprises from the enemy. 

Mob, mob (Latin, mohilis, movable). 
Literally, the movaible people or populace ; 
a promiscuous crowa or muftitudo of 
people ; a disorderly assembly. 

Mobilo, mo-beel (Latin, mohilis, mov- 
able). That may be moved; susceptible 
of motion. 

Mobility, mo-billy-te (Latin, moveo, to 
move). The power of being moved ; ac- 
tivity ; fickleness ; conventionally applied 
to the populace. 

Mobilize, mobbil-ize (French). To call 
into active service ; applied to troops 
which, though enrolled, were not previously 
on the war establishment. 

MoooaZon, mokkah-suu. A shoe or 
cover for the feet, made of soft leather 
and without a sole, worn by the native 
Indians ; written also, moccasin. 

Mode, mode (Latin, modus). Manner ; 
method; form;, fashion; state; degree. 
In lomc, a piraper di^osition of the 
several parts of a syllogism in respect to 
quantiiy and quality. In metaphysics, 
simple mods is a variation or different com- 
bination of the simple idea, Without the 
mixtuns of any other, as a dozen, a sooro. 

Model, mod-el (French, modelle). It 
pattern of something to be made or imi- 
tated * a form in miniature; something tg 
give libape to castings ; that by which % 
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thing is to be measured, copied, or imi- 
tated. 

Modern, mod-um (Spanish, modemo). 
Pertaining to the present time, or time not 
long past; recent; fresh; opposed to 
ancient. 

Modernise, moddum-ize. To render 
modern ; to adapt ancient compositions to 
modem persons or things ; to adopt the 
ancient style, or idiom, or taste. 

Modems, mod-ums. A name given 
genemlly to those who have distinguished 
themselves since the revival of learning, as 
compared with the ancients, and also 
with those of the Middle Ages. 

Modicum, moddy-kum (Latin). A 
small portion or quantity ; a pittance. 

Modify moddy«fi (Latin, modus, a 
measure ; /ado, to make). To bring within 
measuro or measurable bounds ; to shape 
or fashion ; to vary ; to limit ; to temper ; 
to qualify. 

Modo et forma. (Latin.) In manner 
and form. A phrase frequently employed 
in legal pleadings. 

Modulation, moddu-layshun (Latin, 
modulus, a measure). The act of forming 
anything to ceitain proportions ; the form- 
ing of the sound of the voice to a certain 
key ; diversified and appropriate change 
of the key in conducting a melody ; sound 
modulated; melody. 

Modus pperandl, modus opper-andi 
(Latin). Mode of operating ; plan of exe- 
cution ; the way in which a tmng is per- 
formed. 

Mogul, mo-gul. Formerly the title of 
the Emperor of Hindostan. The Great 
Mogul was the chief of the Mogul Empire, 
which empire is now extinct. 

Mohair, mo-hare (German, moAr). The 
hair of a variety of the common goat, re- 
markable for its fineness and beauty ; it is 
brought from Angora, in Asia Minor. 

Mohammedan, mo-hammy-dan. Per- 
taining to Mohammed, or Mahomet; a 
follower of Mohammed, the founder of 
the religion of Arabia and Persia; it is 
also written Mahometan* 

Mohawk, mo-hawk. An appellation 
given to certain wild rakes who infested 
London in the last century, so cfilled from 
the savages of that name in America. 

Moidore, moy-doro. A gold coin of 
Portugal, valued at £1 7s. sterling. 

Moiety, moy-e-te (French, moitie), 
pie half ; one of two ^qued parts. 


Molar, mo-lar (Latin, molarU, grind- 
ing). Having the power to grind ; molar 
teeth are those situated at the back of the 
Jaw, called double teeth, and employed in 
crushing or grinding the food, to fit it for 
reception into the stomach. 

Molasses, mo-lasses (French, melasH). 
The uncrystallised syrup produced in the 
manufacture of sugar, and which is suffered 
to drain from casks into a cistern ; treacle. 

Mole, mole (Latin, moles, a mound). A 
massive work of large stones, erected for 
the purpose of protecting the entrances 
to harbours. 

Molecule, molly-kulo (Latin, molecula, 
diminutive of moles, a mass). Molecules 
are the smallest particles into which a mass 
can bo conceived to be divided. 

Molestation, mo-les-tayshun (Latin, 
molestus, troublesome). Disturbance ; in- 
terference ; uneasiness caused by vexation. 

Mollah, mol-lah. The title of the 
higher order of Judges in the Turkish 
Empire. 

Mollify, molly-fi (Latin, mollio, to 
soften). To soften ; to soothe ; to appease ; 
to mako pliant or supple ; to relax ; to 
melt. 

Mollusca, mol-luskah (Latin, mollis, 
soft). A class of animals whoso bodies 
are soft and not jointed; the pulmonary 
circulation is double, tho blood is of a 
bluish white, the skin is very sensible, and 
there is no visible organ of smell. 

Moloch, mo-luk. The name of the 
chief god of tho Phoenicians. To this 
deity it was customaiy to offer human 
sacrifices, and for parents to pass thoir 
children through the fire, in the valley of 
Tophet, near Jerusalem. 

Momentous, mo-mentus (Latin, mo- 
mmtum). Important; weighty; of conse- 
quence or importance. 

Momentum, mo-mentum. That which 
causes motion ; the quantity of motion 
and amount of force in a moving body. 

Momus, mo-mus (Greek, momos, de- 
rision). The god of ridicule and raillery. 

Monachism, monnah-kizm (Greek, 
monachos, solitary). State of monks; 
monastic life; the practice of retiring 
from the world for mortification or pious 
contemplation. 

Monad, mon-ad (Greek, monos). An 
atom; an indivisible particle; a name 
given to the simplest kind of minute 
animalcules. 
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MonadiOy mo-nadik. HaTing the na- 
ttire or character of a monad. 

M^onarolif mon*ark (Greek, monos. 
alone; archSf to rule). A ruler invested 
with absolute or undivided authority ; an 
emperor; king, or prince; the supremo 
governor of a nation, whose powers are in 
eome respects limits by the constitution 
of government. 

Monastery, monas-tre (Greek, monos ^ 
alone). A house of religious retirement 
for monks; a seclusion from ordinary 
temporal concerns. 

Monetary, munny-tary. Pertaining 
to money, or money concerns. 

Money Scrivener, munny skriv-nur. 
One who raises money for others. 

Monger, mimg>^r (Saxon, mangene). 
A trader; a trafficker; a decaler; now 
used only or chiefly in composition, as 
fish-wonyer, iton-monger. 

Mongrel, mung-grel (Saxon, vtsngan, 
t<> mix). Of a mixed breed ; mingled ; 
mixed ; impure. 

Monition, mo-nishun (Latin, moneo^ 
to admonish). Information ; hint ; in- 
struction given by way of catition ; advice ; 
waiming. 

Monitor, monny-tur (Latin). One 
who warns of faults or instructs in duty ; 
in schools, a senior pupil appointed to teach 
A division or class. 

Monochord, monno - kawrd (Greek, 
moaos, one ; chords, a string). An instru< 
ment of one chord, chiefly used to domon- 
stmte and ascertain the relative proportions 
of musical sounds. 

Monochromatic, monuo*kro matik 
TGi^ek, monos, one; chroma, colour). 
Consisung of one colour, or presenting rays 
of light of only ono colour. 

Monocraey, mo-nokrah-se (Greel^ 
monos, one; hraUo, to govern).* Govern** 
iijent by a single individual. 

Monocular, mo-nokku -lar (Greek,. 
mtmoSf one; Latin, oeuXus, eye). Having 
only one eye. 

Monodram, monno -dram- (Greek, 
monos^ one ; eframa, an act). A drai^tio 
performance in whioh only one person is 
engaged. 

Monogamy, mo-noggah-me (Grebk, 
monos, one; gmnos, mairiAge). Marriage 
of one wife, or the state of such as are 
restrained to a single wife, and disappr^ye 
of a second marriage. 


Monogram, monno « gram (Greek, 
monos, one ; gramma, a letter). A character 
or cypher composed of two or more lettcirs 
interwoven ; a lined picture. 

Monograph, monno • graf (Greek, 
monos, one ; granho, to write). , An 
account or desoriptlon of a single thing, or 
class of things. 

Monographv, mo-nogmh-fe (Greek, 
monos, one ; grapho, to wrlt^. A descrip- 
tion drawn in lines, without colours. 

Monolith, monno-lith (Greek, monos, 
one; liihos, a stone). Anything sculp- 
tured from one solid block of stone, or such 
stone set up as a memorial, as shown in 
ancient Druidic and other monuments. 

Monologue, monno-log (Greek, monos, 
alone ; logos, a discourse). A soliloquy ; a 
speech uttered by a person alone ; an en- 
tertainment in which only one person speaks. 

Monomania, monno-may-neah (Greek, 
monos, one ; mania, madness). Madness 
upon some ono point ; derangement of one 
particular faculty of the mind, the others 
not being affected. 

Monopathy, mo-noppah-the (Greek, 
monos, alone ; pathos, suffering). Solitary 
suffering ; extreme sonsibility. 

Monopolize, mo-noppo-lize (Greek, 
monos, alone ; poleo, to deal). To buy or 
sell all, to tho oxclusion of others; in a 
general sense, to engross the whole; to 
assert or enjoy an exclusive privilege ; to 
take tho largest share. 

Monopoly, mo - noppo - le (Greek, 
monos, alone ; poleo, to dipal). The ex- 
clusive privilege of selling anything; the 
sole power of making, dealing in, or being 
otherwise interested in anything. 

Monopolylogue, mono - polly - log 
^reek, monos, ond ; fMys, many ; logos, a 
aiscourse). ^A thoatnoal entertainment in 
which one performer sustains several cha- 
racters. 

Monostioh, m5nno • stik (Greek, 
monos, one'; Hic/ios, a verse). A composi- 
tion consisting of one verse only. 

MonoBtrophic, monno-strSfik (Greek, 
monos, one ; strophe, a stanza). Having 
xmlj one strophe, not varied in measiire. 

Monosyllable, monno - silloh • bl 
(Greek, monos, one ; svXlaUe, syllable). A 
word oif One syllable. 

Monotheism, monno-the-izm (<3reek, 
monos, one; dms, God). Belief in the 
existence of only one God. 
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Monotone, monno-tone (Greek, tumot, 
one ; iotioSf a toue). Uniformity of sound, 
want of cadence. 

Monotony, mo - notto - ne (Greek, 
moao«, one ; tonoSj tone). Literally, 
mniformity of tone or sound; applied 
Ifenerally to sameness ; want of vanety ; 
irksomeness. 

Monsieur, mo-sieu (French). Sir; 
Mr.; plural, messieurs. 

Monsoon, mon-soon. A species of 
trade wind in India, which for six months 
blows constantly from the same quarter, 
and the contrary way for tlio other six 
months. 

Monstrosity, mon-strossy-te (Latin, 
monstricm, a monster). The state of being 
out of the ordinary order of Nature. 

Montem. mon-tom. An ancient cus- 
tom, formerly observed among the stu- 
dents at Eton, near Windsor, which con- 
sisted of their proceeding every year, on 
Whit Tuesday, to a tumulus (aU montem). 
near the Bath road^ where they exacted 
money for salt, as it is called, from all who 
passed. 

Montero, mou teero (Spanish, moa- 
Ura). A horseman’s cap ; a sort of cap 
worn by hunters and by seamen. 

Monument, roonnu-ment (Lat. , moneo, 
to inform). Anything by which the 
memory of persons or events is preserved; 
a memorial ; a tomb ; a pillar. 

Mony. A termination of many words, 
implying anything meant, or intended to 
testify ; also W nourish, support, maintain ; 
as testi-moay; ali-moay, &c. 

Mood, mood (Latin, modus, manner). 
The general or particular temper or. dis- 
position of the mind ; the prevailingf dis- 
position ; style in music. In grammar, the 
inflection of a verb, to express manner of 
being or action. 

Moody, moo'de (Suon, modig ). . In- 
flueused by moods of feeling; angiy ; 
peevish; out of humour. 

Moonstruck, moon-struk. Supposed 
to bo affected by the influence of the moon; 
deranged in intellect; lunatic. 

Moor, moor (Saxon, mor). A tract of 
Una ovemm with heath ; a marsh ; a fen ; 
a low-lying ground, covered with stagnant 
water ; also, the name for a native of the 
northern coast of AIxica; likewise, the 
name generally mven to the Arabs who sab- 
dued Spain at tne beginning of the eighth 


century, and held it until the end of the 
fifteenth. 

Moorings, moor-ings. The anchors, 
chains, &c., laid athwart the bottom of a 
river or harbour, to confine a sUp within 
certain limits. 

Moot, moot (Saxon, motian). To de- 
bate ; to discuss ; to argue or plead on a 
supposed cause. • Moot point, a point or 
case to be debated. 

Moral, mor-al (Latin, mos, a manner). 
Relating to practice or manners in re- 
ference to right or wrong ; reasoning or 
instructing with regard to vice or virtue ; 
virtuous ; just ; honest. Tho doctrine or 
practice of tho duties of life ; tho doctrine 
or duty inculcated by a story. 

Moralist, moral-ist (French, moraliste). 
One who teaches the duties of life ; one 
who practises moral duties. 

Moralize, moral-ize. To discourse on 
moral subjects ; to apply to a moral pur- 
pose, or to explain in a moral sense. 

Morass, mo-rass (Swedish, moras). A 
tract of soft, wet ground ; marsh lana. 

Moravian, mo-ravy-an. One of a 
religious sect called the United Brethren, 
and in Germany Herronhiiter ; ” they are 
characterised by an extreme simplicity of 
dress and manners. 

Morbid, mawr-bid (Latin, morhidwt). 
Diseased ; unhealthy ; not sound ; un- 
wholesome; in a technical sense, commonly 
applied to affections of prolonged dura- 
tion, as a moj'bid condition of the nervous 
system ; a morbid sensibility. 

Morbific, mawr-biffik (French, mor 
hifique). Causing disease ; tending to pro- 
duce disease ; generating a sickly state. 

Morceau, mawr-so (French). A bit: 
a morsel ; a mouthful ; something selected 
as choice and delicate. Plurdl, morceaux. 

Mordant, mawr-dont (Latin, mordeo, 
to bite). A substance which has an affinity 
for particular colours ; it is employed by 
dyers to incorporate the colour with the 
fabric intendod to be dyed. 

More8(3tie. mo-resk. An epithet ap- 
plied to a style of decoration founded on 
that of the Moors or Arabs, which was first 
introduced about the tenth century, and is 
remarkable for the richness of its detail. 

Morganatic, morgan • atik (Gothic, 
marman, to shorten). Morgaaiatic, or 
hand maariage, is applied to marriagd con- 
tracts made by German pnne^ ^ aa 
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inlerior, in which the wife cannot enjoy 
the rank of the htisband, nor the children 
inherit tho possessionB of their lather. 

XflLorgpLLe^ mawrg (French). A place in 
French towns where are exposed, for re- 
cognition, the bodies of such persons as 
are found dead. 

Moribund, morry-bund. In a dying 
state ; a dying person ; figuratively applied 
to the declining condition of an institution, 
or anything which has previously existed. 

Morion, morry-on (French). A kind 
of helmet, or casque for the head. 

Morieco, mo-rlslco. The Moorish lan- 
guage ,* a dance or a dancer of the morris 
or Moorish dance j done after the manner 
of tho Moors. 

Mormon, mawr-mon. 1 One of a 

Mormonite, mawrman-ite. j sect ; a 
follower of a so-called prophet, Joseph 
Smith, who claimed to have found a book 
called the Golden Bible, written on golden 
plates, and published under the title of 
the ‘‘Book of the Mormon.” 

Morocco, mo-rokko. A kind of leather, 
said to have been originally brought from 
Morocco* 

Morose, mo-rose (Latin, morosus). Ill- 
humoured; ill-tempered; sullen; surly. 

' Morosis, mo-rosis (Greek). A disease 
among the Greeks, which answered to 
what is called idiocy, or stupidity, in 
English. 

Morris Dance, mor-ris dans. A 
peculiar kind of dance in imitation of the 
Moors, practised in the Middle Ages, in 
which bolls were fixed to the feet of tho 
dancer, whose great art was to move the 
feet so as to produce concord from the 
various bolls. 

Mortal, mawr-tal (Latin, mortalis)* 
Subject to death ; destructive, or able to 
destroy, to kill, or cause to die ; deadly ; 
human. 

Mortally, mawrtal-le. Irrecoverably ; 
in a manner certain to cause death. 

Mortar, mawr-tur (Latin, mortarium), 
A vessel in which substances are pounded ; 
a cannon for throwing bombs ; cement for 
a building. 

Mortgage, mawr-gayj (French, 
dead ; guge, a pledge). In law, a pledge 
or pawn of lands or tenements, or other 
property, to be tho croditoFs for ever, if 
certain monies borrowed on such pledge 
be not paid on the day agreed upon. 
Mortgagee is the person to whom the 


estate is mortgaged; mortgagor, he who 
assigns tho estate as security for the 
debt. 

Mortification, mawrty - f e - kayshun 
(Latin, mors, death ; Jio, to become). In 
medical practice, the putrefaction and 
consequent death of one part of the animal 
body while the rest is alive ; caused by 
inflammation, injury, or debility of the 
part. In a religious sense, the act of sub- 
duing tho passions by prayer, fasting, and 
self-denial. In a general application, 
humiliation ; vexation of spirit ; the state 
of being bumbled by anything which 
wounds or abases pride. 

Mortise, mawr-tis. In carpentry, tho 
junction of two pieces of wood or other 
material, tho cavity cut in one piece being 
the receiving correspondent portion of tho 
wood of the other. 

Mortmain, mawrt-mano (French, mort, 
dead ; main, hand). In law, such a state 
of possession as makes it inalienable, and, 
therefore, said to bo in dead hand, because 
it cannot be restored to the donor, or to 
any common or temporal uso. 

Mosaic, mo-zayik (Italian, mosaico). 
In the fine arts, a word applied to any work 
which exhibits arepresentetion, on a plane 
surface, by the joining together of minuto 
pieces of hard, coloured substances, such as, 
marble, glass, or natural stones, united by 
cement, and serving as walls, floors, and 
the ornamental coverings of columns, 
Mosaic gold, a mixture of copper and zinc, 
used for cheap articles of jewellery, and 
ornamental motal-work produced oy cast- 
ing in a mould. 

Mosaic, mo-znyik. Pertaining to 
Moses, the leader of the children of Israel 
out of Egypt; tho law of Moses; the 
history of Moses. 

Moslem, mos-lem. A Mohammedan, 
or Mussulman. 

Mosque, mosk (Turkish, moschit). A 
Mohammedan temple or place of worship. 
They are distinguished by the number of 
tbeir cupolas and minarets. 

Mosquito, mos-keeto (Spanish). Tho 
name of a stinging fly, somewhat resem- 
bling tho gnat ; and peculiarly troublesome 
in warm climates. 

Mosstrooper, mos-troopor. A robber ; 
a bandit. An epithet applied formerly to 
bands of marauders, who infested the 
borders of England and Scotland, and 
generally encamped on tho mossea 
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ICotOy mo1>e (Saxon, mot), A small 
particle of matter ; an atom anything 
exceedingly small. 

Mote, mote (Saxon, gemot^. old 
Saxon word for an assemoly, meeting, or 
court ; as ward-mote, biirgh-mote, &c. 

Mother-of-Pearl. A name given to 
the variogated internal coating of the largo 
Indian oyster. 

Motion, mo-shun. In parliamentary 
and other deliberative assemblies, the pro- 
posing of any matter for the consideration 
of those present. 

Motive, mo-tiv (Latin^ moveo, to move). 
Literally, causing or having the power to 
move; hence, that which moves the will 
or determines the choice ; that which in- 
cites to act. Motive •j^ower, in mechanics, 
is the whole power or force acting on a 
body. 

Motley, mot-le. Varied in colour; 
composed of different parts, kinds, quali- 
ties, colours, characters, &c. ; dappled ; 
spotted. 

Motto, mot to (Italian), A sentence 
or word added to a device, or prefixed to 
an essay or discourse ; the word or sen- 
tence used to mark the work of an artist ; 
an inscription on the shield of a knight, 
or the arms of a family. 

Mould, molde (Spanish, molde). The 
matrix in which anything is cast, or re- 
ceives its form. 

Moulder, molo-der (Sa.\;ou, molde). To 
turn to dust ; to crumble away ; to decay ; 
to decompose into mould or earth ; to perish 
by decomposition into minute particles. 

Moulding, mole-ding. An ornamental 
•avity out in wood or stone; the small 
projecting ornaments of columns, &c., the 
forms and dimensions of which are regu- 
lated by an instrument called a mould. 

Moulting, mole-ting (Welsh, moe?). 
The shedding or changing of feathers, 
norns, skin, &c. 

, Mound!, mownd (Saxon, mund). A 
Dank of earth or stone, raised as a fence 
or a defence ; a bank ; a rampart. 

Mountaineer, mowntin-eer. A dweller 
on a mountain ; a rustic ; a free-booter. 

Mountainous, mowntin-us. Hilly, or 
abounding in mountains ; figuratively, any- 
thing huge, bulky, or of mountain-like 
proportions. 

Movntebanl*:, mownty-bank (Italian, 
moxlare, to mount; ban^io, a bench). 
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literally, one who vends nostrums In a 
public place, and harangues the crowd 
from a oench or stage ; hence, applied to 
any vain pretender, charlatan, or quack. 

Mounting, mown-ting. In an artistic 
sense, the placing a drawing on paper or 
cardboard in such a manner as to heighten 
its general effect. 

Mouthpiece, mowth-peese. That part 
of a musical instrument which comes in 
direct contact with the mouth ; collo- 
quially, one who is made to give utterance 
to the sentiments of others. 

Movables, mownh-blz. A term applied 
collectively to personal goods, furniture, 
or any kind cf property not fixed ; and 
thus (listinguished from houses and lands. 

Movement, moov-ment (Latin, moveo, 
to move). In military affairs, the regular 
orderly motion of an army, fer some par- 
ticular purpose. In music, the progress 
of sounds from grave to acute, or from 
acute to grave. In political and social 
economy, any undertaking set on foot by 
co-operation and common consent. 

Moxa, mox-ah. Primarily, the down 
of a Chinese plant, used for curing certain 
disorders, by burning it on the skin ; 
hence, a surgical operation for transferring 
internal inflammation to the surface. 

Muciletge, mewsy-laje (Latin, mzteus). 
A slimv vegetable substance; the liquor 
which lubricates the ligaments and carti- 
lages of the animal body ; gum-arabic. 

Muck, rank. Moist vegetable matter ) 
dung in a heap. To run a muck is a cor- 
ruption of a Javanese word amok, to kill, 
and means the act of rushing out and 
attacking all who come in the way, whether 
friend or foe, as is done by certain fanatics 
in the East, when labouring under furious 
excitement. 

Mucous, mu-kus. Pertaining to mu- 
cus; slimy; viscid; secreting a slimy 
substance. Mucous memh'am is the mem- 
brane which lines the cavities of the body 
exposed to the contact of air, or other in- 
organic substances. 

Mucus, mu-kus (Latin). A slimy fluid ; 
the secretion of the mucous membrane, as 
that of the nasal membrane. 

Mudlark, mud -lark. An epithet ap- 
plied to a class of persons peculiar to 
London, who grovel through the mud on 
the banks of the Thames, at low water, 
for the purpose of finding any article! 
which may have been left on the mudbank 
by the retiring tide. 
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3CU61s 1X4 mu-ezzis. Among the Mo- 
hammedans, the crier who announces the 
hours of prayer from the minaret, and 
reminds tne faithful of their religious 
duties. 

Muffcit muf-te. A Mohammedan high 
priest. In India, the name mven to the 
civilian dress of a naval or military officer 
when off duty. 

Mulattb* mu-latto (Spanish, maZato, 
from mulOf a mule). The name given to a 
person who is the offspring of a negress by 
a white man^ or of a white woman by a 
negro. 

Molo^ mulkt (Latin, mAdcUi). A fine ; 
a pecuniary penalty; to impose a fine or 
penalty. 

Mule, mule (Spanish, muZo). An animal 
generated between a he<ass and a mare, or 
a horso and a she-ass. In botany, the 
offspring of two plants of different species ; 
also, the name of a machine employed in 
Aottou-spiuni ng. 

Mulier, mu>lear (Latin). In law, 
legitimate issue bom In wedlock, though 
begotten before. 

Mull, mull {mollio, to soften). To 
soften or dispirit; as vrino is by the ad- 
mixture of sugar, and the application of 
warmth. In Scotland, a geographical term 
almost synonymous with cape, as the Mull 
of Galloway ; also, an obsolete name for a 
Scotch snuff'box, made of the small end 
of a horn. 

mully-gah-tawny. In 
COOC94J. <ind of highly-seasoned soup, 
originally prepared at Coromandel ; it 
takes its name from the Tamul words 
mUoffar, pepper, and ianee, water; the 
dish contfunix^ no meat, being merely a 
kind of decooiton of pepper. 

MuULon, muLyun. In architecture, 
the stone divisions m Gothic windows ; the 
upright post or bar which divides the two 
h^ts of a window. 

Multifarious, multy-fary-us ^iatin, I 
miUtut, many; fari, to speak). Having 
groat variety or multiplicity ; diversified ; 
varied. 

Multiforxn, multy-form (Latin, mulUu, 
many, and /cm). Having many forms or 
shai:^; varying in form, shape, or ap- 
pearanoe. 

MoltiparouB, mul-tippah-rus (Latin, 
mdtui, many; to bring forth). 

Bearing, or bringing forth many at a litm 
or blrti^ 


Multipartite, mul-tippar-tite (Latim 
multtutf many ; pairiitus, divided). Divided 
into many ports ; having several parts. 

Multiple, multy-pl (Latin, 
many; pUco^ to fold). In arithmetic, a 
numoer which contains another numW 
several times ; thus, 6 is the multiple of 2, 
containing it three times. 

Multiplicand multy-pleekand (Latin, 
multiplicandns). The number to be multi- 
plied by another. 

Multiplicator, multy-plee-kaytur. 
The number by which another number is 
multipled ; a multiplier. 

Multiplicity, multy-plissy-te. Many 
of the same kind ; state of being many. 

Multiply, multy-pli. To increase in 
number; to increase a given number as 
many times as there are units in another 
given number. 

Multitude, multy-tude (Latin, mvXtus, 
many). A groat number ; a crowd ; the 
populace. 

Multum in Parvo, multum in parvo 
(Latin). Much in little ; a great deal in a 
small compass. 

Mum-cliance. A provincialism for a 
silent, stupid person; a fool. It is pro- 
bably derived from an old ^me of that 
name, in which silence was an indispensable 
requisite. 

Mummery, mummer-e (Greek, wo- 
mo8f a buffoon). Masking ; spori in masks ; 
farcical show ; foolery ; mimicry. 

Mummy, mum-me (Arabic, wmw, 
wax). A dead body preserved by em- 
balming and drying, after the manner of 
the Egyptians. 

Mundane, mund-dane (Latin, mundns, 
the world). Belonging to the world 
worldly. 

Municipal, mu-nissy-pal (Latin, mv, 
nut, a (rift or right; capio, to take). A 
•term applied to the laws or custom 
which prevail in any city or province ; be- 
longing to a ooxporation. 

Muxiicipality. mu-nissy-pSUy-ty. A 
certain district or division of the country . 
a district, its people or government. 

Muntflcettice, mu-niffy-sense (Latin, 
munut, a g^ ; faeio, to make). Liberality 
bounty ; the act of bestowing bountifully 
or giving liberally from generous motives. 

Muniment, mewny - ment (Latin, 
munio, to fortify). A fortification oi 
strox^hold, support^ or defence ; a writiag 
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by which claims and i^hte ars defended 
and maintainod. MunvniCAt houitf a fire- 
proof buildinp: or apartment, in which 
evidences are kept, charters preserved, &Os 

MunitioB, mu-nisshun (Ijatin, mu- 
nitio). Materials for war ; provisions of 
a fortress or garrison, or for wips of war; 
stores of all kinds for carrying on a war. 

Mural, mu-ral (Latin, murua, a wall). 
Relating or belonging to a wall. Mural 
ci'owjit among the Romans, a crown given 
to him who was the first to scale the walla 
of a besieged city, and there plant a 
standard. Mural ’painting y a class of de- 
coration employed during the Middle Ages, 
which consisted in covering the walls of 
sacred edifices with paintings, executed in 
distemper colours. 

Muriated, raewry-aytod (Latin, wwria, 
brine). Steeped in brine ; combined with 
muriatic acid. 

Muriatic, mewry-attik (Latin, muria, 
brine). Having the nature of brine or 
salt-water ; relating to sea salt ; called 
also, hydrochloric acid. 

Murky, mur-ko (Swedish, morh). Dark ; 
obscure ; gloomy. 

Murrain, mur-rin (Spanish, morrim). 
An infectious and fatal disease among 
cattle, which prevails especially in hot and 
dry seasons. 

Murza, mur-za. A title cf hereditary 
nobility in Tartary. 

Muse, muze (Latin, mtua). Literally, 
to follow the Mu&ca; to bo contemplative 
and thoughtful, as one who follows the 
Muses ; to moaitate or dwell upon ; to 
ponder over ; to weigh well in the mind. 

Muses, mu-zes. In heathen mythology, 
the poetical deities who aro supposed to 
preside over the arts of poetiy, music, and 
the various branches of polite learning. 
They are usually reckoned as nine in num- 
ber; namely, CliOj to whom is ascribed 
the invention of history ; Melpomene, of 
tragedy ; Thalia, of comedy ; Euterpe, of 
the use of the flute ; Terpsichore, of the 
harp; Erato, of the lyre and lute ; Calliope, 
of heroic verse; Urania, of astronomy; 
and Polyhymnia, of rhetoric. 

Museum, mu-zeeum (Greek, momeixm). 
Originally, the name of a palace in Alexan- 
dria ; now applied to a repository or 
cabinet of curiosities. 

Muanud, mus-nud. The name of a 
throne or roym seat in Eastern ooimtries. 
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Mussulman, mussul-man. A Mo- 
hammedan. The term signifles ** resigned 
to God,'* and is the dual number of M^em* 

Mustee, mus-tee. V The name given to 

Mestee, mes-tee. J a child of a whfbe 
person and a quadroon in the West Indies. 

Muster BolL In milit^ affairs, a 
list of the ofiicers and men in every regi^ 
mont, which is delivered to the muster- 
master, inspecting fleld'Officer, or whoever 
is appointed to inspect the same. 

Mutable, mewtah-bl (Latin, muto, to 
change). Subject to change ; not fixed ; 
inconstant; unreliable; ficUe* 

Mutatiom mu-tayshun (Latin, muio, 
to change). The act or process of chang- 
ing ; change ; alteration, either in form or 
of qualities. 

Mute, mute (Latin, mutus). Uttering 
no sound ; one who cannot speak ; un* 
pronouncod. In grammar, a letter when 
not pronounced in a word, as b in dumb, 
a in late. 

Mutilate, mowty-late (Latin, mutUus. 
broken). To deprive of some essential 
part or member ; to maim. 

Mutiny, mewtin-e (French, mutin), A 
rising against authority ; commotion ; in- 
surrection ; insubordination among Bold‘<trs 
or seamen. 

Mutual, mute>3rual (Latin, mutuus), 
Rociprocjd ; each acting in return or corree 
ponding to the other. 

Myology, mi-ollo-jo (Greek, mys, a 
muscle ; logosy a discourse). A treatise or 
discourse on the muscular system of animal 
bodies. 

Myriad, mirry-ad (Greek, mvrias, Ur 
thousand). The number of ten tnousancl^ 
any large number. 

Myrmidon, mlrmy-dun. In ancient 
history, the name of a people said to have 
dwelt on the borders of Thessaly, who 
accompanied Achilles to the Trojan war ; 
hence, the term is applied to a desperate 
soldier or ruffian; a hanger-on, who is 
ready to engage himself in any rough or 
brutal employment. 

Myrrh, mir (Latin, myrrha). An 
aromatic gum obtained by incision from a 
tree which grows on the eastern coast of 
Arabia. 

Myatagogue, mistah-gog (Greek, myt- 
terion, a mystery ; agogosy a guide). One 
who interprets mysteries; one who 
serves church relics, and exhiblte them to 
strangers. 


Mystery, tnisty-r© (Greek, myiterum). 
Anything ludde^ or concealed ; that cannot 
be pereeived or understood; something 
beyond human intelli^nce; something 
amully obscure ; anciently, a kind of 
dramatic spectacle, so called because it 
conveyed the mysterious doctrines of 
Christianity, and represented the miracles 
attributed to saints and martyrs. 

! Mystic, mis - tik \ (Greek, myo, to 

Mystical, mistlk-ol J imitate). Ob- 
scure ; emblematical ; involving some 
secret meaning. 

Myth, mith. A fictitious story ; a 
fable ; something which has no real exist- 
ence, but lives only in the imagination. 

Mythology, mith - olio - je (Greek, 
mytfios, fable ; logos, a discourse). A 
system of fables representing the deities 
which heathen nations believed to preside 
over the world and its affairs. 

N. 

Nabob, na-bob or nay-bob (a corrup- 
tion of noAD&b, from naih, a deputy). In 
India, the title of the governor of a pro- 
vince or a militaiy commander. The term 
is also vulgarly applied to those Europeans 
who have amassea lar^ fortunes in the 
East Indies, and live in Eastern luxury and 
splendour. 

Nadab, na-dab. The high priest of 
the Persians, whose office and dignity 
resemble that of the mufti of Turkey. 

Nadir, nay-der. The point of the 
heaven immediately opposite the zenith. 


the purposes of illumination, instead of 
oil. 

Narcotic, nar-kottik (Greek, Tiarlr^, 
torpor). Causing stupor ; soporifio ; a 
medicine producing sleep ; an opiate. ' 

Narration, nar-rayshim (Latin, nnrro, 
to relate). The act of relating ; an account 
either bv word of mouth, or in writing, of 
any oircmmstance or event. 

Narwhal, nar-wal 1 In zoology, a kind 

Narwal, nar-wal j of whale, armeo 
with a strong horn, whence it is also called 
the sea-unicom. 

Nasal, nay-zal (Latin, nasm, the nose). 
Pertaining to the nose ; fonned or aifocted 
by tho nose. The nose is frequently termed 
the nasaljorgan. 

Nascent, nas-sent (Latin, nascor, to be 
bom). Growing ; rising ; springing into 
existence ; coming into being. 

Natal, nay-tal (Latin, nascor, to be 
bora). Pertaining to birth ; relating to 
nativity. 

Natation, nay-tayshun (Latin, wato, 
to swim). Tho act of swimming, or floating, 

Nathless, nath-loss (Saxon, natheles\ 
Nevertheless ; not the loss ; not withstand 
ing. 

National Debt. Money borrowed by 
tho Government, on the security of the 
taxes, which stand pledged to the lenders 
for the payment of the interest. 

Nationality, nasshun-ally-ty (Latin, 
Tuitio, a nation). National character ; the 
state of belon^ng to a nation ; the pride 
taken in, and attachment displayed for. 


Naiad, nay-ad (Greek, naiaa). Poeti- 
cally, a water-nymph. In mythology, a 
deity who presides over rivers and spring. 

Naive, nah’eev (French). Unsophis- 
ticated ; ingenuous ; possessed of native or 
unaffected simplicity. 

Naivete, nah’eev-tay (^French). Na- 
tive simplicity ; unaffected ingenuousness ; 
a union of natural shrewdness and unoon- 
Boious simplicity. 

Namby-pamby. Something affected 
or finical ; childish. 

Namesake, name-sake. A person of 
the same name. 

Nape, nape (Saxon, cnoep). The hinder 
part of the neck, upon wmeh the downy 
hair or nap grows. 

Naphtha, nap-thh (Greek). An in- 
flammable bituminous liquid, used for 


one’s own country. 

Nativity, na-tivv;:^-ty (Latin, naseor, 
to be bora), birth ; time ; place, or man- 
ner of birth ; state or place of being pro- 
duced. The Nativity, in an especial sense, 
is understood to moan tho birth of Christ, 
or Christmas-dav. In astrology, the theme 
or figure of the heavens, particularly of the 
twelve houses,” at the moment when a 
person is born. 

Natural, nattu-ral. A character in 
music, employed to make a sharp note a 
semitone lower, and a fiat note a semitone 
higher; or, in other words, to restore 
to the scale of the natural key of 0 
any note which had been made flat or 
sharp. 
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of oitizeoahip ; to adopt ; to_ make our 
own ; to renaer easy ana familiar by cus- 
tom and habit. 

Naulage, nawl-ajo. The freight or 
passage money for goods or persons by sea, 
or passage over a river. 

Nausea, naw-sheah (Latin). Sickness; 
loathing; a sensation of disgust; a dis- 
position to vomit ; squeamishness of the 
stomach. 

Nautical, nawtik-al (Latin, nauta, a 
sailor). Belonging to ships or sailors; 
relating to navigation. 

Nautilus, nawtil-us. A shell -fish 
which extends certain membranes resem- 
bling oars and sail, with which it progresses 
through the sea, after the manner of a 
sailing vessel. 

Naval, nay-val (Latin, «am, a ship). 
Consisting of ships ; pertaining to ships. 

Naval Crown. Among the Romans, 
a crown given to him who first boarded an 
enemy’s ship. It was a circle of gold, 
surmounted by nautical emblems. 

Nave, nave (Greek, naos, a templej. 
The centre part of a church ; the middle 
portion of a wheel, in which the axle 
moves, and the spokes are fixed. 

Navi^ble, nawi-gahbl (Latin, navis, 
a ship). That may be navigated; capable 
of being passed by ships or boats. 

Navigation, navvy -gayshun (Latin, 
navigo, to sail). The art or science of 
managing a ship, and conducting it through 
the waters ; the act of a vessel passing from 
one place to another. 

Navy, nay-vy. A term applied to the 
whole naval establishment of any country, 
comprehending the ships, officers, men, 
stores, &c. That part of the navy of 
England which is distinguished by the 
title of the Royal Navy comprehends aU 
riiips of war, and their crews, he. 

Nazarene, nazzah-reen. An inhabi- 
bvnt of Nazareth ; a name applied by way 
cf contempt to tho early converts to Chris- 
tianity. 

N.B. An abbreviation for the Latin, 
fiota bene, take notice. 

Neap, neep (Saxon, nep). Low ; at on 
ebb. Neap tides are the lowest tides, hap- 
pening when the moon is in the middle of 
he second and fourth quarters. 

Ne ped,necpt. The position of a ship 
ikhich ha been left aground on the height 


of the spring tide, so that she cannot be 
floated o£f until the next spring tide. 

Neapolitan, neah-poUy-tan. Per- 
taining to Naples; a native or inhabitant 
of Naples, 

Nebula, nebbu-lah (Latin, nebula, a 
cloud). In astronomy, a fine cloud-like 
appearance in the heavens, which, when 
viewed through atelescope, exhibits a cluster 
of small stars ; a film on the eye ; a dark 
spot on the human body. 

Nebulous, nebbu-lus (Latin, nebula, a 
cloud). Misty; cloudy; presenting the 
appearance of a hazy cloud, or oolleotion 
of vapours. 

Necrology, nok-krollo-jo (Greek, 
dead ; /cyoj, a discourse). Memoirs 
of the dead ; a register of deaths ; a col- 
lection of biographical notices of deceased 
persons. 

Necromancy, nekkro-mansy (Greek, 
nelcros, dead ; manteia, prophecy). The 
pretended art of foretelling the future, by 
communication with the dead. 

Necropolis, ne-kroppo-lis (Greek, 
nekros, dead ; polls, a city). Literally, a 
city of the dead ; applied to a place rae- 
cially assigned to the burial of the dead!. 

Nectar, nek-tur. In mythology, the 
fabled drink of the gods, which, accord- 
ing to heathen belief, conferred immorta- 
lity upon all who drank ; hence, used com- 
monly to express any liquor sweet and 
pleasant to the taste, or exceedingly deli- 
cious. 

N© Nxeat Hegno, ne eksy-at reg-no 
(Latin). In law, a writ issued to restrain 
a person from leaving the kingdom. 

Nefarious, ne-fary-us (Latin, n^ae, 
wickedness). Infamous ; wicked ; abomin- 
able ; unlawful. 

Negation, ne-gayshun (Latin, nego 
to deny). Denial or refusal; the act ol 
denying, opposed to affirmation. In legi& 
lation, tho privilege of preventing the en- 
actment of a law. 

Negative, negga-tiv (Latin, nego, to 
deny). Denying ; opposed to affirming ; a 
word or proposition which denies. 

Negotiate, ne-goshy-ato (Latin, negth- 
Hum, business). To transact business ; to 
treat with. In commerce, to pass or tims- 
fer a bill of exchange for a vmuable consi- 
deration. 

I Negro, ne-m. One of the Uaok raoe 
I of Afnca ; f en^ne, ne^prets. 
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Ifem* COti. An abbreviation of 
iMuune eonlradicenU (no one opposing), a 
nlirase need when any measure or motion 
» agreed to unanimously. 


Nemesis, nemmy-sis. In mythology, 
the goddess of vengeance. Tbe term is 
used synonymously with retribution ortho 
punishment which descends on an offender. 


Neology, ne-ollo-jy (Greek, neog, new ; 
logotf a mMourse). The introduction of 
new words into a language ; coining a novel 
word or phrase ; promoting or promul- 
gating new doctrines. 

Neophyte, neo-fite (Greek, Tieos, new ; 
phytos, punted). Literallv, one newly 
implanted, as in the church ; a convert ; 
a proselyte; a novice; a tyro. 

Neoteric, neo-terrik (Greek, neo», 
new). Modem ; novel ; recently intro* 
duced ; of the present period or time ; not 
long past. 

'Nepenthe, ne-pSnthy(Greek, nepenthes, 
removmg sorrow). Anciently, a ma^c 
potion, which was represented as having 
the power to drown sorrow, and drive away 
grier ; figuratively applied to any remedy 
which relieves pain, or allays mentm 
anguish. 

Ne Plus Ultra, ne-plu8ul-trah(Lat.}. 
No farther beyond ; the utmost extreme of 
anything ; an epithet applied to excellence 
in the highest degree. 

Nepotism, neppo-tizm (Latin, nepos, a 
nephew or grandson). Literally, fondness 
for nephews; hence applied to an undue 
preference wluch persons in power and 
authority display for their relatives. 


Nerve, nerv (Latin, nertnis). In ana- 
tomy, an organ of motion and sensation in 
animal bodies. In a general sense, vigour ; 
force ; power ; firmness. 

Neadenoe, neshy-ens (Latin, nesciens). 
Ignorance ; want of knowledge ; the state 
cl not knowing. 

Neas. A termination added to an ad- 
jective, to change it into a substantive, 
denoting state or quality, as whiteness, 
geodnese. When incorporated with the 
names of places, ness slides a cape or 
promontory, a point d; land shooting 
out into the sec^ aa Inverness, 

Neatla, nes-sl (Saxon, nut). To lie 
warmly and securely, as birds in a nest ; to 
lie close ; to harbour, nourish, or protect. 

Nether, neth»uir (Saxon, neother), 
LowoTji as opposed to opperi belonging 


to the lower regions; bring in a lowet 
place. 

Neuralgia, nu-ra1jy-ah (Greek, neuron, 
a nerve ; algos, pain). A pain in the 
nerves, as tk-doulimreux, and sciatica. 

Neuter, nu-tur (Latin). Not either 
one or other; of neither gender; not 
adhering to either party; m grammar, 
applied to verbs, expressing an action of 
state limited to the subject, and not fol- 
lowed by an object. 

Neutral, nu-tral (French, neutre). In- 
different; not acting; not engaged on 
either side ; neither good nor bad. In 
chemistry, neither acid nor alkaUne. 

Neutral Tint. In painting, a facti- 
tious grey tint, chiefly used in water- 
colours; in natural scenery, the purple hue 
which distant hills assume. 

New Style. In chronology, the days 
of the year according to the Gregorian 
calendar, adopted in England in 1753. 

Newtonian, nu-tony-an. Pertaining 
to Sir Isaac Newton ; the doctrine or philo- 
sophy propounded by Newton, 

Nicene Creed, ni-seen kreed. The 
name given to certain articles of faith, 
drawn up by the ecclesiastics of tho 
Council of Nice, a town of Asia Minor, 
and since adopted by the Church of 
England. 

Niche, nitsb (French). A nick or nook: 
a hollow seat or standing cut into a wall 
fora statue or image. 

Nickel, nik-el. A hard metal of a 
silver- white colour, difficult of fusion, but 
easily drawn into a thin wire. 

Nicotian, ne-koshan. Denoting or 
pertaining to tobacco. Named after Nicot, 
a Frenchman, who introduced tobacco into 
France, in the year 1660. 

Nictitating, nik-te-tayting (Latin, 
nicto, to wink). Tho act of winking ; the 
nietitaiing membrane of birds and fishes 
is a covering for the eyes, which may be 
drawn over the eye without obstructing 
tbe sight, and which thus protects the 
vision from the injurious effects of too 
intense^light, particles of dust, and other 
injurious mfluenoes. 

Niddin, nid-din. A species of minor 
excommunication among the Hebrews, 
which lasted a month. 

Nidifioation, niddy - fe - kayshun 
(Latin, nidus, a nest). *^0 process of 
constructing a nest. 
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Kiggard, nig-grurd (German, hnUherS, 
toveious, or of a narrow dispoaition ; 
mean ; parsimonious ; supplying sparingly ; 
stinting. 

Nightmare, nite - mare. Incubus; 
a sensation of weight and oppression during 
sleep. 

Nihil, ni'hil (Latin). Nothing; nihiU, 
in law, issues which the sheriff declares 
are worth nothing and illeviable. from the 
insufficiency of the parties who imould pay 
them. 

Nil, nil (Latin). Nothing. 

Nimbus, nim-bus. In meteorology, 
the rain-cloud; also, the name given in 
paintings and sculptures to a circle of rays 
around the heads of saints, &c. 

N’importe, nam-port (French). Never 
mind ; no matter ; it does not signify. 

Nisi prius, ni-se pri-us. A judicial 
writ, whi^ lies in a case where the inquest 
is panelled, and returned before the jus- 
tices of the bench, one party making peti- 
tion to have this writ for the case '^f the 
country, that the case may be tried before 
the justices of the same county ; also, the 
name of certain courts for the trim of 
causes in the several counties. 

Nitrogen, nytro-jen (Greek, nitron, 
nitre; gennao, to produce). An element 
of nitre : a gaseous body, which is inca- 
pable of alone supporting animal life, but 
which, when mixed with oxygen, consti- 
tutes the atmosphere. 

Nizam, ni-zam. The title given to one 
of the native princes of India. 

Nocturnal^ nok-tumal (Latin, nox, 
night). Pertaining to night; occurring 
orpei^ormed during the night ; nightly. 

Nodation, no-dayshun (Latin, nod%u, 
a knot). The state of being knotted, or of 
making knots. 

Node, node (Latin, nodw, a knot). A 
knot; a knob: a swelling, or protuberance. 
In surgery, a hard tumour on the bone. In 
astronomy, a point in the orbit of a planet 
which int^e^s the ecliptic. 

Noisome, noy-sum (Norman, nois^e). 
Noxious ; unwholesome ; injurious ; offen^ 
sive. 

Nolens Volens, no-lenz vo-lenz (Lat.). 
A phrase dgnifying unwilling or willing; 
whether it be desired or not. 

Noli me tangere, nolly me tanjerry 
(Latin, ** touch me not**}. A disease cu the 
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skin ; also, the motto around the Thistle of 
Scotland. 

Nolle Froseqtd, nolly pro-sSekwy 
(I^tin). In law, the absence of declanv 
tion on the part of a plaintiff within a 
reasonable time, which is regarded as a 
confession that he has no reasonable cause 
of action ; and as a consequence, an aban- 
donment of the suit. 

Nomadic, no-maddlk (Greek, nomo, to 
feed). Pastoral, wandering for pasture ; 
having no fixed abode, and shifting from 
place to place for the convenience of 
pasturage. 

Nom de fipierre, nong day gfire 
(iSrench). A ^titious name ; a name as- 
sumed for the time, or for a specific puipose. 

Nomenclature, nommen - klSyture 
(Latin, nomen, a name). The act of giving 
names to persons or things ; a list or cata- 
logue ; a vocabulary or dictionary. 

Nominal, nommin-al (Latin, nomen, a 
name). Existing in name only ; not reu ; 
pertaining to a name or names. 

Nominate, nommin-ate (Latin, nomen, 
a name). To name ; to mention byname ; 
to name for election ; to appoint. 

Nominative case, nom-minnah-tiv 
kase (Latin, nomino, to name). In gram- 
mar, the naming case, or that which pre- 
cedes the verb, and designates its subject 
absolutely, without relation to any other 
subject. 

Non, non. A Latin prefix, used in the 
English language for giving a negative 
sense to words, and being equivalent to 
not, in, un, 

Non^e, non-aje. Minority; time of 
life previous to legal maturity. 

Nonagon, nonnah-gon (Latin, novem, 
nine ; Greek, gonia, an angle). In geo- 
metry, a plane figure having nine angles, 
and consequently nine sides. 

Nonce, nonse (from once). Purpose; 
Intent; design; for an especial purpose; 
for one occasion. 

Nonohalance,non-diallawns(French). 
Coolness ; indifference ; carelesindM. 

Non-Commissioned OfSloer. Un- 
der this title ore included the serjeant- 
major, quarter-master seijeant. serjeante 
ana drum and fife majors, who are ap- 
pointed by ord«r of the oommaadiiig 
officer. 
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NTon Compos Me(ntis, non com-pos 
men-tis (Latin). Not of sound mind or 
judgment; deranged. 

IKTon-conduotop, nonknn-daktur. The 
term applied to substances which do not 
convey heat or the electric fluid, as glass, 
silk, &C. 

Nonconformist, nonkon-fSrmist. One 
who is not a member of the Established 
Church. 

Nondescript, nondy-skript (Latin, 
non; deacriptitSf described). That which 
has not been described, or does not admit 
of a description; anything to which no 
narticular class, rank, or order can be 
assigned. 

Nonentity, non-enty-ty (Latin, non; 
eTts, being). Non-existence ; a thing not 
existing. 

Nones, nonze or no>nis. In the Homan 
calendar, the fifth day of January, Febru- 
ary, April, June, August, September, 
November, December: and the seventh 
day of March, May, July, October. 

Non est Inventus, non ost in-ventus 
(Latin, he is not founaj. The sheriflP’s 
return to a writ, when the defendant has 
not been found. 

Nonjuror, non-jewnu* (Latin, non; 
JurOf to swear). Literally, a non-swearer. 
In English history, one of the adherents of 
James the Second, who refused to take the 
oath of allegiance to the Hanoverian family 
upon their accession to the throne. 

Non liquet, non like-wet (Latin). It 
is not clear ; a phrase used when one votes 
on neither side of a question, because unde- 
cided, or because the matter is not clear. 

Nonpareil, nonpar-el (Latin, non; par, 
eqiial). Excellence unequalled ; without a 
rival : the name of on apple, and of a small 
printing type. 

Nonplus, non-plus (Latin, non; plus, 
more). A state in which nothing more 
can be said or done. 

Non B^quitur, non sekwy-tup (Latin). 
It does not tollow. 

Nonsuit, non-sute. In law, a ronun- 
oiation of the suit by the plaintiff or de- 
fendant, commonly on the discovery of 
)eme error or defect, when the matter is 
ready for the rerdict of the jury. 

Normal, nawr-mal (Latin, norma, a 
rule). According to a principle or rule; 
rating to the rudiments or elements, as 


a normal school, in which children are 
instructed in the elementary branches of 
education. In natural histf^, having the 
ordinary structure peculiar to a family, 
species, or genus. 

Norroy, nawr-roy. From north-roy or 
north king. The title of the third of the 
three kings at arms, or provincial heralds. 

Norse, nawrs. The name of the Nor- 
wegian language. 

North Pole. That point of the heaven 
which is ninety de^ees every way distant 
north from the equinoctial. 

Norwegian, nawr-weejy-an. Native 
of Norway ; pertaining to Norway. 

NoboIoot, noz-ollo-jy (Greek, nosos, 
a disease ; Toyos, a discourse). A classifi- 
cation and arrangement of diseases, with 
names and definitions according to the 
distinctive character of each class, order, 
genus, and species. 

Nostrum, nostrum (Latin, nosier, ours). 
A medicine respecting which there is some 
real or pretended secrecy ; a quack medi- 
cine. 

Notable, uotah-bL (Latin, noiabilis). 
Careful; industrious;' bustling; remark- 
able; memorable. 

Notables, nottah-bls. In French his- 
tory, the deputies of the states under the 
old regime, appointed and convoked by the 
sovereign on certain occasions ; a term 
applied generally to persons of rank and 
distinction. 

Notably, notah-bly. Remarkably ; 
memorably ; with show of eonsequence or 
importance. 

Notary, notah~re (Latin, n/oio, to mark). 
A legal officer, whose duty it is to attest 
dee(^ and writings, protest bills, enter and 
extend a ship's protests, &c. He is usually 
styled notary public. 

Notation, no-tayshun (Latin, nolo, to 
mark). The method of expressing, by 
means of appropriate charactors, any pro- 
posed quantity. In music, the method 
whereby any pitch or tune, and duration 
of musical sounds are represented, and by 
which definite periods of silence, called 
rests, are marked. 

Notiftr, noty-fl (French, notifier). To 
declare ; to make known ; to publish. 

Novation, no-vayshun. In law, the 
acceptance of a new debt or obligation, in 
satisfaction of a prior existing one. 
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Novioe^ nov-is (Latin, novus, new). 
One who is new to any business; a 
beginner ; a probationer ; one unskilled. 

NTovitiate, no - visshy -ate (French, 
noviciat). The state of a novice ; the time 
during which the rudiments of any art or 
science are taught; the time spent in a 
religious house, by way of trial, before 
taking the vow. 

N*os:, noks. In mythology, the god- 
dess of night. 

INoxious, nok-shus (Latin, noxius). 
Iluiifid ; baneful ; harmful ; destructive ; 
pernicious. 

NTubilous, newby-lus (Latin, nuhilus). 
Cloudy. 

iNucleus, newkly-us (Latin). A kernel; 
anything about which matter is collected. 


d^ends upon mere or^ testimony for 
proof, 

Kuptial, nuji-shal (Latin, nvJbo, to 
marry). Pertainiojg to marriage; per* 
formed at a wedding; constituung mar* 
riage. 

Nurture, nurt-yur (French, nmrri- 
ture). That which nourii^es ; food ; diet ; 
education ; anything which supports life, 
and promotes growth. 


Nutriment, nSwtry - ment (Latin. 
nutrio, to nourish). Food ; aliment ; Uiat 
which feeds or nourishes. 


Nux, nuks. Tho Latin word for nut. 
The nux vomica is the fruit of a species of 
strychnos, which grows in various parts of 
the East Indies. The taste is extremely 
bitter and acrid, but the substance has no 
remarkable smell. 


Nude, newd (Latin, nudus). Bare ; 
naked; void. 

Nudity, nowdit-ty (Latin, nvdus). 
Nakedness ; bareness. Nudities ^ in the 
fine arts, are figures wholly divested of 
drapery. 

Nugatory ,nowgah-turry (Latin, migor, 
to trifle). Trifling ; futile ; ineffectual. 

Null, null (Latin, nullus, none). Use- 
less ; of no force or efficacy ; neither legal 
nor binding. 

Nullify, nully-fi (Latin, nulhs, none ; 
faciOf to make). To annul ; make void ; 
render invalid ; deprive of legal force or 
efficacy. 

Numeral, newmy-ral (Latin, numeralis). 
Relating to number; expressing number. 
Numeral Jigures are those figures by which 
all numbers are expressed in arithmetic — 1, 
2, 3, 4, &c. Numeral liters are seven of the 
Roman capitals, which were used by tho 
Romans in expressing numbers. 


Nsnuph, nimf (Greek, nvmphe).' In 
Grecian mythology, a goddess of the 
mountains, woods, or waters. Poetically, 
a young maiden. 

O. 

OaJ^ ofo. A foolish child ; a dolt ^ an 
idiot; a changeling, superstitiouslv sup- 
posed to be left by fairies in the place of 
a child. 

Oakum^ oke - urn (Saxon, cecumhe). 
Ropes untwisted, and reduced to hemp. 

Oasis, o-aysis (Greek). A fertile spot 
in a desert ; applied metaphorically to any 
sign of life or culture in the midst of bar- 
renness. 

Ob. A Latin preposition, usually signi- 
fying before, in front, against, toward, &c. ; 
it has also the force of in or on. 

Obdurate, obdu-rato (Latin, ob/ durus, 
hard). Stubborn ; inflexible ; impenitent ; 
obstinately bent on vice. 


Numismatic, newmiz-mattik (Latin, 
numisma, a coin). Pertaining to money, 
ocin, or medals. 

Nun, nun (Saxon, nunne), A woman 
devoted to a religious life and secluded in 
a cloister. 

Nuncio, nun-sheo (Latin). A mes- 
senger ; an ambassador from the Pope. 

Nuncupative, nunku-paytiv )(Lat., 
Nuncupatory,nunku-pa^ur-ry j nun- 
eupo, to name> Declaring publicly 
or solemnly ; verbally pronounced. A 
nuncupative mil is one made by the 
Terbal declaration of the testator, imd 


Obeisance, o-besanse or o-baysanse 
(Latin, obedio, to obey). An act of obedi- 
ence or homage ; a bow, or curtsey, or bend- 
ing of the knee. 

Obelisk, obby-lisk (Greek, odfZor, a 
neddle). A lofty quadi^gular column, 
growing gradually smaller from the base 
to the summit, in writing and printii^, a 
mark of reference, thus + ; also usea 
designate any special intention. 

Obese, o-beese (Latin, ohesus, fat)* 
Fat; corpulent; fleshy. 

Obftiscate. ob-fuskate (Latin, 
to obscure). To darken ; to obscura , 
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Obiter, ob-it«r (Latin). Jn passing; 
incidentally. OUttr dktwmg a passing or 
aasual obsexTation. 

.* Obitimry, o-bittu-ary (Latin, ohiiut, 
death). A list of deaths, as the ohiiuarjf 
in the public journals; a re^ster of the 
dead ; 4 an account of persons deceased. 

Object, ob-jekt (Latin, oh, before; 
jacio, to cast). That about which any 
power or faculty is employed. In gram- 
mar, that which is produced, influenced, 
or acted on by something else : that which 
follows a transitive verb. 

Object Glass. In optical instrumonts, 
that which is placed towards the object, 
the other extreme lens being called the eye 

glass. 

Objective, ob-jektiv (Latin, oh, before ; 
jacio, to cast). Helating to the object; 
belonging to the object. In grammar, the 
objective case is that which follows an active 
verb or a preposition. 

Objurgation, objur-gayshun (Latin, 
oi^uryo, to rebuke). Reproof ; reprehen- 
sion ; the act of chiding or censuring. 

Oblation, obdayshun (Latin, ohlatum, 
an offering). An offering; a sacrifice; 
anything offered as an act of worship or 
reverence. 

Obligato, obly-gahto (Italian, bound 
to). In music, a pait written for a parti- 
cular instrument. 

Obligee, obly-jee. The person to whom 
another is bound, by a legal or written 
contract. 

Obligor, obly-jawr. The person who 
binds lumself, or executes a bond foi 
another. 


Oblong, ob-long (Latin, ob; 
broad). Longer than broad ; a figure or 
object longer than broad. 

Obloquy, 6bblo-kwy (Latin, oh; loq^or, 
to speak). Uonsorious speech; kmgu^e by 
which a person is spoken of disparagingly; 
reproach ; slander ; blame. 

Obnoxious, ob-nokshus (Latin, obj 
noxa, danger). Literally, liable or exposed 
to punishment ; hence, censurable ; repre- 
hensible ; hateful. 

Obscene, ob-seen (Latin, obeceenut). 
Immodest ; unchaste ; impure ; offensive 
to decency and delicacy ; foul ; filthy ; 
lewd. 

Obscuration, obsku-rayshun (Latin, 
ohscuinis, obscur j/. The act of darkening ; 
the state of being obscured or darkened. 

Obscurity, ob - skewrit - ty (Latin 
ohscui'tis). Dimness ; gloom ; moan state , 
humble condition. 

Obsequies, obsv-kweez (Latin, oheequt, 
to follow after). iWoral rites or solem- 
nities in honour of the dead ; the last duties 
performed to a deceased person. 

Obsequious, ob - seekwy - us (Latin, 
obseqni, to follow after). Following closely ; 
standing servilely ; yielding ; compliant ; 
subservient. 

Observanda, obzur-vandah (Latin). 
Things to bo observed ; objects or circum- 
stances worthy of note. 

Observatory, ob-zervah-turry (French, 
ohsci'vatoire), A place for conducting as- 
tronomical observations. 

Obsolete, obso-loet (Latin, oh; eoleo, to 
use). Gone out of use ; out of date ; anti- 
quated ; old-fashioned. 


Oblique, ob-leek (Latin, oUiqnus, 
aslant). Deviating from a right line ; in- 
direct ; not straight, parallel, nor perpen 
diculor; aslant. 

Obliquity, ob-likkwy-ty (Latin, oUi 
wtu, aslant). Divergence from a righi 
Ime ; hence, metaphoncally, deviation from 
moral reotitade ; irregularity. 

Obliterate, ob-lit^-rate (Latin, oh, 
out ; liiera, a letter). To efface ; to erase’ 
to destroy the form or figure of ; to blol 
out from the memory. 



Obstacle, obstah-kl (Latin, ohsto, to 
withstand). Anything which opposes ; 
hindrance ; obstruction. 

Obstetric, ob-stetrik (Latin, obstetruc, 
a midwife). Pertaining to midwifery, or 
the accouchement of women. 

Obstreperous, ob-streppa-rus (Latin, 
ob; strepo, to make a noise). Loud ; cdom- 
orous; noisy; turbulent. 

Obstriction, ob-strikshun (Latin, ob 
eiringo, to strain). Obligation ; bond. 

Obstruction, ob-strukshun (Latin, ou, 
^inst ; etruo, to build). Hindrance; 
impediment ; obstacle. Anything which 
retards progress, or blocks up a way or 
channeL 
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Obstruent, ob'Struent (Latin, obttrMni. 
hindering). A class of medicines reputed 
to bare the power of closing tbe orifices 
of the ducts or canals of tho body. 


Obtrude, ob-trude (Latin, oh; trvdo, to 
thrust). To thrust forward j to urge upon, 
against the will. 

ObtUS^ ob-tusG (Latin, ohtundo, to 
blunt). Bull ; stupid ; not acute ; not 
sharp or shrill ; not having acute sensibi- 
lity. Obtuse otMgle is one larger than a 
light angle j every angle exceeding 90 
degrees. 

Obverse, ob-verse (Latin, oh; v&'to, to 
turn towards). The side of a coin on which 
is the face, or the head ; opposed to 
revei'se. 

Obviate, obvy-ate (Latin, o5, against ; 
!?Mt, a way). To meet in tho way ; to with- 
stand ; to prevent ; to remove. 


Obvious, obvy-us (Latin, o&, against ; 
via, a way). Meeting ; preventing ; lying 
in the way ; hence, easily discovered ; 
readily perceived by the eye or the intel- 
lect ; plain ; open ; exposed. 

Obvoluted, obvo-lewted (Latin, ohvo- 
lulus'). Having one part rolled on another. 

Occident, oksy-dent (Latin, occidensj 
going down, the west). Tho westeni part 
of the hemisphere ; that part of the honzon 
where the sun sots. 


Occirat, oksy-put fLatin, occiput, the 
head). The hinder part of the head or of 
the skull. 

Occult, ok-kult (Latin, oh; colo, to till). 
Literally, ploughed over or buried ; hence, 
hidden ; secret ; undiscovered ; unknown. 
The occult sciences are tbe imaginary sciences 
of the Middle Ages, such as alchemy and 
astirolo^y. An occult line in a draught is 
a dry line not intended to be seen when 
the plan is finished. 

Occupant, okku-pant (Latin, occupo, 
to occupy). One who takes or holds pos- 
session. 

Occupation, okku -payshun (Latin, 
ocewpo, to occupy). The act of taking pos- 
sesnon ; posaesi^g, holding, or putting to 
use; engagement; the business followed 
for a living. In military affairs, the taking 
possession of a work or post, or remaining 
stationary in any province. 

Ooourrenoe, ok>kurrens (Latin, o5, 
to ; ctMTo, to run). An incident ; acci- 
dental event : occasional presenintlon; 
anything not designed or expected. 


Ocean^ o-shun (Latin, oceanue\ A 
name applied in a general sense to the great 
mass of salt water, which covers more than 
three-fifths of the globe ; it is usually 
divided into three portions— the AtlantU 
Ocean, which divides Europe and Africa from 
America ; the Padjic Ocean, which divides 
America from Asia ; the Indian Ocean, 
which separates the East Indiot from 
Africa. 

Octagon, oktah-gon (Greek, ohtc, eight; 
g&nia, an angle). In geometry, a figure of 
eight sides and eight angles. In fortifica- 
tion, a place which has eight bastions or 
sides. 

Octave, ok-tave (Latin, octo, eight). 
In music, an interval of eight sounds ; it 
embraces all the primitive sounds, namoly, 
all the original tones and semitones. 

Octavo, ok-ta 3 rvo (Latin, octo, eight). 
The size of a book when the sheet is folded 
into eight leaves, usually contracted 8vo. 

Octofld, okto-fid (Latin, octo, eight ; 
jindo, to cleave). Separated into eight 
segments. 

Octogenarian, okto-je-nai*y-an (Latin, 
octo; genarim). A person eighty years of 
age. 

Octroi, ok-troaw (French). A tax on 
articles brought in, levied at the gatus of 
French cities. 

Ocular, okku-lar (Latin, oculut, au 
eye). Depending on the eye ; pertaining 
to the eye ; known by the eye ; received by 
actual sight. 

Oculist, okku-list (Latin, ocultts, tho 
eye). One who makes the diseases of the 
eye his study, and professes to heal them. 

Odalisk, lodah-lisk (Turkish, oda. 

Odalisque,) a chamber). The name 
given to tbe female slaves in Turkey, who 
are employed in the domestic service of the 
wives and female relatives of the Sultan. 

Ode, ode (Greek). Originally, a com- 
position in verse designed to be sung or 
dehvered with music ; now generally ap- 
i plied to a short poem, or lyric poem. 

Odeon, o-deeon (Greek, ode, an ode or 
Bon^). The name of a sort of theatre in 
ancient Greece, devoted to poetical and 
musical contests. 

Odium, ode-yum (Latin, odi, to hate). 
Hatred; dislike; impopularity, mingled 
with grcAt dislike.' 

Odometer, o-dommy-tur (Greek, odei^ 
a rood; metron, a measure). An iastnip 
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distano^s in trayelliiDig^ 
ftfetafibad to the wheel of a carriage. 

Odoriferous, odo-nffer-ue (Latins 
eder, a scent ; fero, to bring). Giving 
scent ; emitting fragrance j j^rfumed ; 
diffusing sweet smells. 

Odyssey, oddy-se. The name of the 
celebrated epic poem written by Homer, 
about 900 years before Christ, so called 
from Ulysses, or Odysseus, being the hero 
whose adventures after the siege of Troy 
are therein narrated. 

Offal, of-fal (Dutch, ofval). Refuse ; 
waste meat; anything thrown away as 
unfit for food ; anything of no worth or 
vcdue. 

Offertory, offer-turry (French, oler- 
\)ire). The act of offering; anything 
offered : part of the Church service chanted 
or read while the alms are being ool- 
Jeoted* 

Official, of-fishal (Latin, office; 

duty). Relating to an ofifice or public 
trust ; done by authority. An official, 
one who holds an office. 

Officiate, of>fishy-ate (Latin, officium, 
office). To perform the duties of an office, 
for oneself, or on behalf of another. 

Officinal, of-fissy-nal (Latin, officina). 
Pertaining to a shop ; applied especially to 
such medicines as are kept ready for use 
m the shops of apothecaries. 

Offing, of-fing (from off). In nautical 
language, the open sea, or that part of it 
which IS at a distance off the snore, and 
where no pilot is needed. 

Offisoouring, off - skowring. That 
which Is scoured off, cast off, or thrown 
off; refuse, or rejected matter; that which 
IB vile and dei^ised. 

Offhet, off-set. Apart of anything that 
may be set or planted, coming off the 
main root ; a sprout ; a shoot of a plant. 

Offis^ring, off-spring. Anything that 
ipris^ or arises from; as, production; 
proportioh ; posterity, child or children. 

Ogl^ o-gl (Dutch, oog). To regard 
with fond glances ; to move the eye so as 
to attract the noHoe of another: to view 
with stolen glanoes, so as to avoid gener^d 
observatioxi. 


Oil paintings. A term for pictures, 
the colours of v^ch have been l«mpered 
with off ; in contrast to water-colours. 

Oleaginous, O'le-ajjen-us (I^tin, 
oleamnus). Oily ; bearing oil ; having the 
quality of oil. 

Olfactory, ol-fakturry (Latin, oleo, tc 
smell ; facio, to do). Having the souse of 
smelling; relating to smelling. Olfactory 
nerves, the organs of smell. 

Oligarchy, olly-garky (Greek, oligos, 
few ; arclio, to rule). A form of govern- 
ment in the hands of a few persons; a 
species of aristocracy. 

Olio, o-leo (Spanish, olio, from olla, a 
pot for boiling vegetables). A dish made 
of vegetables and different kinds of meat ; 
figuratively applied to a mixtoe or medley 
of writings, or to musical collections. 

Olive branch. A branch of the 
olive-tree ; an emblem of peace and good- 
will. 

Olla podrida, ollah pod - reedah 
(Spanish, putrid mixture). A mixture of 
all kinds of meat cut into small pieces, 
and stewed with various kinds of vege- 
tables ; figuratively applied to any in- 
congruous mixtui*e, or collection of odds 
and ends. 

Olympiad, o-limpy-ad. Among the 
ancient Greeks, an epoch of four years, 
being the interval between the celebration 
of the Olympian games, 

Olympic, o-limpik. Belonging to 
Olympia, or pertaining to tho games which 
the ancient Greeks celebrated there. 

Omega, o-meega. The last letter in 
the Greek alphabet; l^ecce, Alpha and 
Omega, the first and the last ; the begin- 
ning and the end. 

Omen, o-men (Latin). A token or sign 
of good or ill ; an indication of some future 
event; a foreboding; a prognostic. 

Ominous, ommin-us (Latin, omvnosus). 
Foreboding ill; inauspicious. 

Omnibus, omny-bus (Latin, for or with 
all). A publio conveyance, employed in 
cities and towns, for carrying passengers 
short and specified distances. 

Omniferous, om-nlffer-us (Lat:> 
omnis, all ; fero, to bear). Producing .4 
kinds. 


OflVfiL chflnir nikenelL oofiS* An imacri- 
who UvSibn 

human beings. qpma 


Omnipotent, om-ainpo-teiit (t<attc; 

omnes, aU; powerful). Almighty; 

all-powerfm ; able to do all things. 



OMN 


OPT 


817 


Omnipresence, omny-prezassns (Lat., 
pmnia, all ; ^(ssenSf present). Presofice in 
every plaoo^ being in all places at the 
tame time. 

Omniscient, om-nisshent (Latin, om- 
nU, all; scientiaj knowledge). Knowing 
all things ; infinitely wise ; possessing 
boundless and universal knowledge. 

Omnium, omny-um (Latin, omniuniy 
the whole). A term employed on the 
Stock Exchange, to denote the aggregate 
of different stocks in the public funds ; 
also, implpng the securities which sub- 
scribers to a loan receive from Govern- 
ment. 

Omnium gatherum, omny-um ga- 
ther-urn. A term applied to a miscella- 
neous collection of persons or things. 

Omnivorous, om - niwo-ms (Latin, 
cmnisy all ; yoroy to eat). All-devouring ; 
eating indiscriminately of everything j 
not limited to any one kind of food. 

On Dit, on dee (French). They say; 
it is reported ; rumour ; gossip. 

Onerous, onner-us (Latin, onui, a 
load). Burdensome; pressing ^heavily ; 
oppressive ; weighty. 

Onset, on-set. An assault; an attack; 
the sudden charging of an army upon 
an enemy. 

Onslaught, on-slawt. Attack; as- 
sault; murderous onset. 

Ontology, on-tollo-jo (Greek, ontos, 
a being ; logoSy a discourse). A depart- 
ment in the science of metaphysics, which 
investigates and explains the nature and 
essence of all beings, their qualities and 
attributes. 

Onus, o-nus (Latin, mtUy a load, or 
burden). Burden or weight of anything. 
Ontis prohandi is the burden of proving 
a fact, or the obligation of establishing 
it by evidence. 

Onyx. on-iks (Greek, onvxy a finger- 
nail). A semi-pellucia gem, generally 
exhibiting two or more colours strongly 
contrasted. The name was origindly 

S *ven to any stone presenting somewhat 
le appearance of the human nail. 

^ Oolite, o-olite (Greek, oo», an egg ; 
liOiMy a stone). A specios of limestone, 
composed of globules clustered together, 
usumly without any visible cement. 

Oology, o-ollo-je (Greek, oo», an egg; 
logo9y a ^course). ^ treatise on the 
jpggs of birds. 


Ooze, ooz (Saxon, iman, to wot). To 
issue slowly ; to flow gently ; to pass in 
small portions, as liquid passes when it is 
strained ; hence, applied to information, oi 
the truth of anything, which comes out by 
dogrees. 

Opaque, o-pake (Latin, opacua, dark). 
The reverse oi transparent, and applied 
to bodies through whi^ light does not pass, 
as the metals. # 

Operative, opper-aytiv (Latin, opiu, 
work). Having the power of acting; 
capable of producing effect ; a workman, 
an artisan. 

Ophthalmia, oph-thalme^ (Greek, 
ophthalmoSy the eye). Inflammation of the 
outer covering of the eye-ball and eyo-lids, 
frequently producing blindness. 

Opiate, opy-ate (from opiwm). Induc- 
ing sleep; causing rest or inaction; any 
medicine containing opium, that has the 
quality of inducing sleep or repose. 

Op’ne, o-pine (Latin, opinor, to think). 
To think ; to judge ; to deem likely or pro- 
bable. 

Oppidan, oppy-dan (Latin, oppulnniy a 
town). An inhabitant of a town ; a towiis- 
many at the Universities opposed to 
man; at Eton school, a term applied to 
those boys not on the foundation who 
board in the town. 

Opportune, oppor-tune (T.atin, oppor^ 
tunus). Seasonable ; well-timed ; con- 
venient ; at hand. 

Opprobrium, op-probry-um (Latin, 
ob ; probruniy disgrace). Koproach ; dis- 
grace ; infamy. 

Optic, op-tik (Greek, op#, the eye). 
Pertaining to vision ; relating to the science 
of optics ; used in seeing ; producing 
sight. 

* Optics, op-tiks (Greek, op<, the eye). 
The science which explains the laws of 
vision; it includes the nature, composi- 
tion, and motion of light ; the doctrine of 
colours, the construction and management 
of optical instruments, &c. 

Optimates, opty-maytez (Latin). A 
name given to the Boman nobility ; applied 
to a nobility in general. 

Optimism, optim-izm (Latin, opiimnay 
the oest). In moral philosophy, the 
doctrine that everything in nature is 
ordered for the best ; or, as things are 
ordained, so are they calculated to pro< 
dace the greatest amount of good. 
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Option^ op-diiin to yriuTa). 

Cboioo; power of choosing; privilege of 
selecting : election ; wish ; preference. 
On the Stock Exchange, a per-oen^e 
given for the option of putting or calling, 
that is, selling or buying, stock in time 
bargains at a ^yen price. 

Opulenl^ oppu-lent (Latin, opet, riches). 
Rich; wealth; affluent. 

Oracle, orrah > kl (Latin, oraeulum). 
Among the ancients, an answer pretended 
to be ^ven by the gods to those who oon> 
suited them respecting future events and 
probabilities ; also the name of him who 
gave the answer, and the place where it was 
given. The high estimation in which the 
oracle was held serves to give the same 
word among us the meaning of an opinion 
deemed iniallibie, or any statement re- 
garded as authoritative and weighty. 

Oracular, o-rakku-lar. Uttering 
oracles; resembling an oracle, either as 
regards its authority or ambiguity. 

Oral, o-ral (Latin, os, the mouth). 
Uttered by the mouth; spoken, not 
written. 

Oraneeman, orranj*man. The name 
fldven by^he Catholics of Ireland to their 
Protestant countrymen, on account of 
their adherence to King William (of the 
House of Orange), while the former party 
supported James tne Second. 

Oration, o-rayshun (Latin, oro, to 
speak). A public speech ; an elaborate 
address ; a discoumo delivered upon a 
special occaidoh, or to a select auditory. 

Oratorio, orah-tory-o (Italian, from 
Latin, oratoHum, a small chapel). A 
species of sacred drama, or musical com- 
position, consisting of airs, duets, trios, 
choruses, &o., the subject of which is 
generally taken from Scripture. 

Oratoi^, orrali-turry (Latin, oro, to 
speak). Sequence ; the art of speaking 
correctly and elegantly; exercise of elo- 
queuoe. In the Roman Catholic Church, 
a rooai or place set apart for private devo- 
tiona 

Orb^ awrb (Latin, onrhu, a circle, or 
globe). A round or spherical body; a 
sphere or oirolo ; a oireular bodv that 
revolves and rolls; a circle described by 
any mundane sphere ; the eye. 

Orbit, awr-bit (Latin, orKto). In 
astronomy, the line or path described by a 
planet in its revolution. In anatomy, the 

^ Tf in which the eye Is situated. 


Orchestra, awrkes-trah (Greek, onAs- 
igthai, to dance). A place set apart in a 
theatre, or concert-room, for musicians. 
It is BO called from being, in the Greek 
theatres, the place where the chorus danoed 
and the musicians played. 

Ordain, awr-dane (Latin, ordo, order). 
To appoint ; to decree ; to establish ; to 
invest with ministerial functions. 

Ordeal, awr-deal (Saxon, ordasl). A 
form of trial among tho Anglo-Saxons, 
ractised either by boiling water or red- 
ot iron ; hence, applied to a severe trial ; 
accurate scrutiny ; close test. 

Orderly. In military affairs, an officer 
appointed for tho day, whose immediate 
duty is to attend to the internal economy 
and good order of the corps, or the division 
of it to which he belong^. 

Ordinance, awrdy - nans (French, 
ordonnance). An established rule or law 
a rescript; observance of a command. 

Ordinary, awrdin-ary (Latin, ordiiM^ 
ritts). According to established (^er; 
common ; usual ; of moderate quality or 
value ; plain in personal appearance: 
inferior ; mean. Oimnar^, in common ana 
canon law, is one who has immediate juris- 
diction in matters ecclesiastical, as the 
bishop of a diocese, or the archbishop of 
a whole province. The ordinary of Kew- 
gate is a clergyman who attends to the 
spiritual welfare of prisoners, and especially 
attends on criminals condemned to be 
hanged, to prepare them for death. The 
establishment of persons employed by 
Government to take charge of ships of 
war laid up in harbours; hence, a ship 
in ordinary is one laid up under the direc- 
tion of the master attendant. Also, a 
name given to a dinner prepared at an 
hotel or inn, to which any person is ad* 
mitted upon paying a stated ohaige. 

Ordination, awrdin - ayshun (Latin, 
wdinaJdo). An established -erder or regu- 
lation; admission to hol^orders.or initiation 
of a person into the priesthood. In Pres- 
byterian and Congregational churobes, the 
act of settling or establishing a licensed 
preacher over a congregation, with pastoral 
ohaxge and authority. 

Ordnance, awrd-iiaiiB(from ordwionM). 
The name given to groat guns, eazmon, fto., 
as dlstinsruished from snudl arms. The 
Board of Ordnance is the establishment 
which provides guns, ammunition, and 
arms of every descriprion for publio 
service. 
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Ore, ore (Saxon, ore). The name givon 
to a native compound of a metal and some 
mineralising' substance , a metal in the 
mineral state. The name is only applied 
to mineral bodies which contain the metal 
in such quantities as to bo worth tho 
labour of extracting it. 

Organic, awr-gannik (Latin, organicug.) 
Consisting of organs, or natural instru- 
ments of action ; acting as moans or 
intetrument ; made or designed for some 
certain end. 

Organize, awrgan-ize (French, organ- 
iser). To construct so that all tho parts 
shall mutually assist each other; to dis- 
tribute into suitable parts, and appoint 
appropriate agents, so as to insure uniform 
operation. 

Organography, awrgan - o^grah - fy 
(Greek, organon; grapkot to write). In 
botany, a description of tho organs of 
plants, or of tho names and kinds of their 
organs. 

Orgies, awr-jiz. This word is tho 
plural of the Greek orgia, or revels in ho- 
nour of Bacchus, held during tho night ; 
applied generally to any feast of revelry 
or riot, especiaily such as take place at 
xiight. 

Oriel, ory-el (Old French, wtof, a recess 
or small apartment). A room or recess 
next a hall ; a kind of projecting or bay 
window, in Gothic architecture. 

Orient, ory-ent (Latin, or lor y to rise). 
The east ; place of the rising suii ; rising 
as the sun ; glittering ; bright ; shining. 

Oriental, ory-ontal (French, Oriental). 
Eastern ; placed in tho cast ; proceeding 
from tho east ; an inhabitant or native of 
sonie eastern part of the world. 

Orifloe, orry-fis (Latin, onfidum). An 
opening; a perforation ; a gap. 

Oriilamme, awrry - flame. Golden 
flame; the ancient royal standard of tho 
kings of France. 

Origin, orry-jin (Latin, wigo). Primary 
state of being or existence ; beginning ; 
rise ; spring ; source ; first issue ; deriva- 
tion or descent. 

Orison, orry-zun (Latin, oro, to pray). 
A prayer ; supplication. 

Ormolu, 6rmo-hi. A name given to 
l.rass, when it is made to assume the 
op}»earance of gold. 

Ornate, awr-nate (Latin, o»'no, to om- 
bellidi). Adorned ; decoiuted ; beautified ; 

mbeUisbed. 
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Omitliologpy, awmy-thollo-je (Greek, 
omis, a bird; logosy a discourse). The 
depaztment of natur^ history which treats 
of birds, describes their structure, teaches 
their economy, and arranges thorn in 
classes, orders, genera, and spooios. 

Orotund, oro-tund. A mode of into- 
nation directly from tho larynx, which 
gives fullness, clearness, and strength ; 
tho highest perfection of the voice. 

Orphan, awr-fan (Greek, orplmnos). 
A child who is bereaved of either father 
or mother, or both. 

Orrery, oror-ry. A machine con- 
structed for tho purpose of representing 
and illustrating the movements and phases 
of tlie planetary system ; named in honour 
of tho Earl of Orrery, who first patronised 
tho invention. 

Orthodox, awrtho-doks (Greek, orUtos, 
right ; doxay opinion). Sound in religious 
opinion ; right in doctrine ; consistent with 
faith ; according to the Scriptures ; opposed 
to keterodox. 

Orthoepy, awr-thoeo-py (Greek, ortkosy 
right; epoSy a word). Correct speech or 
pronunciation. 

Orthography, awr-thograh-fy (Greek, 
ort/ios, right ; graphOf to write). The pro- 
per mode of writing or spelling words; 
that part of grammar which treats of letters 
and syllables. In architecture, the art of 
delineating or drawiiig the front of an 
object, so as to exhibit the height and ele- 
vation of the several parts. 

Oscillate, ossil-ate. To move back- 
ward and forward, as a pendulum; to 
swing ; to vibrato ; metaphorically applied 
to conduct or opinion which is unsettled 
and wavering. 

Osculation, oskkew-layshun (Latin, 
oiculm'y to kiss). In geometry, the contact 
between any curve and a circle, which has 
the same curvature as the given ourve at the 
point of contact ; the act of kissing. 

Os Urontis. os front-is (Latin). The 
frontal-bone; the fbrehead. 

Osmazone. oz-mayzono (Greek, osme, 
smell; zomos, broth). A peculiar animal 
principle, of a brownish-yellow coloui’, and 
of the taste and smell of soup. It is 
obtained by digesting cold v?ator for some 
hours, on slices of raw muscular fibre, and 
evaporating the liquor to dryness. 

Ossification, ossif-ekayshun (Latin, 
: a bone ; /c», to become). The fonjpwv* 
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tion of bone ; in pathology, the eonversioti 
of membranous or musoular part» into a 
bony substance. 

Ostensible, os-tonsy-bl (Iiatin, ostendo, 
to show). That which appears or seems ; 
apparent ; shown, declared, or avowed. 

Osteologfy, osty-ollo-jy (Greek, osttm, 
a bone ; logos, a discourse). In anatomy, a 
description of bones. 

Ostracism, ostrah-sizm (Greek, oslra- 
hoUf a shell). A mode of banishment 

S raotised at Athens, and so called because 
iie name of the person to bo banished, or 
the note of acquittal, was inscribed on a 
shelly given in by the voters ; colloquially 
applied to banishment from society, or 
deprivation of oflBce or rank. 

Ottava Hima, oltay-rah roem-ah 
(Italian). Octuple rhyme. An Italian 
mode of versification, consisting of stanzas 
of two alternate triplets and a couplet at 
the end. 

Otto, ot-to. Essonco, usually applied 
to essential oil extracted from dowers. 

Ottoman, otto-man (Turkish). Re- 
lating to Turkey, or the Turks ; a species 
of sofa, or lounging seat. 

Ous. In chemistry^, a termination 
denoting an acid, containing ono equiva- 
lent less of the acidifying principle than 
those that end in ic, as sulphuroa^ acid ; 
sulphuric acid. 

Oust, owst (French, ofer). To remove 
or put out of possession ; to eject ; to cast 
out. 

Outbreak, owt- brake. A bursting 
forth; on eruption ; a riot or mutiny. 

Outfbll, owt-fawl, A fall of water; 
a canal. 

Outfit, owt-fit. A preparing, as of a 
ship for a voyage ; the collective term for 
tho articles of personal and domestic use 
iroquirod on a voyage. 

Outla.ndi8h, owt - landish (Saxon, 
ntlcendisc). Foreign ; not native ; bom or 
produced in the interior country, or among 
rude people. 

Outlaw, owt-law (Saxon, uilagian). 
To put out of the law, or protection of the 
law ; to exclude, expel, deprive of the pro- 
tection of the law ; one excluded from the 
benefits of the law, or deprived of its pro- 
tection. 

Outlet, owt-let. A place or passage 
by which anything escapes or passes out- 
ward. 


Outline, owt-line. The line by ehicb 
a figure is dednod ; a sketch ; first, general, 
or rough drawing of a subject. 

Outpost, owt-post. In military affairs, 
a post or station beyond the limits of the 
camp; a body of soldiers placed beyond 
tho main-guard. 

Outrage, owt-raje (French, ouiragev). 
Violent rudeness ; rough treatment ; rude 
and insolent lan^ago ; excessive abuse ; 
wanton mischief. 

Outre, oo-tray (French). Out of tho 
ordinary course or limits ; eccentric ; ex- 
travagant; conspicuous. 

Outrider, owt - rider. A servant 
attached to any travelling or royal equi- 
page, who rides forward for the purpose of 
paying the tolls, clearing tho way, &c. 

Outrigger, out-riggur. The sea term 
for any projecting spur or piece of timber, 
employed for extending ropes, sails, ana 
for other temporary purposes. 

Outwit, owt-wit. To surpass in cun- 
ning or design ; to overcome by stratagem; 
to overreach ; to cheat. 

Outwork, owt-wurk. The part of a 
fortification most remote from tho main 
fortress or citadel, built for tho purpose of 
keeping tho besiegers at a distance. 

Oval, o-\nil (Latin, ovum, an egg). 
Having the form or sliape of an ogg ; re- 
sembling an egg. 

Ovate, o-vato (Latin, ovatxis). Formed 
with the lowest extremities broadest, as an 
ovate leaf ; shaped like an egg. 

Ovation, o-vayshun. In ancient Rome, 
an ’nferior kind of triumph accorded to 
military leaders. Tho word is supposed to 
bo derived from the Latin om, a sheep ; 
booause that was the only animal which 
was sacrificed on such occasions. 

Overbearine, ovur-baring. Domi- 
neering; tyrannical; haughty; seeking to 
repress or subdue by effrontery or in- 
solence. 

Overcome, ovur-kum. To conquer; 
to subdue ; to surmount ; to conquer in 
argument ; to render powerless in a trial 
of strength. 

Overhaul, ovur-hawl. To turn over 
for inspection; to re-examine; to scru- 
tinise, or look into closely. 

Overlook, ovur-look. To supervise ; 
to survey ; to pass over in looking; hence, 
not to see; to disregard; to neglect; te 
omit. 
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Overplus, ovur«plus {over, and Ijatin, 
^lusy more). The number or quantity re- 
maining beyond a sufficiency, ora quantity 
proposed; superfluity; residue. 

Overrate, ovur-rato. To rate or 
estimate too highly ; to deem of too great 
value ; to judge a person or thing in excess 
of real worth. 

Overreach, ovur-reetsh. Literally, to 
stretch or extend over tho space between ; 
hence, to go beyond reasonable or proper 
limits ; to cheat ; to deceive. 

Overt, ovo-urt (French, ouvert). Open; 
public ; undisguised ; done without con- 
cealment. In law, an ovei't act is a mani- 
fest act, implying criminality. 

Overture, ovurt-yur (French, ouver- 
ture). An opening ; a proposal made ; the 
preliminary step taken by persons about 
to treat. In music, the introductory piece 
to an opera or oratorio, or the symphony 
played in theatres previous to the drawing 
up of the curtain. 

Overweening, ovur-woening (Saxon, 
qftr wenan). Toonigh an opinion of self ; 
an excess of self-confidence; arrogant; 
conceited. 

Overwhelm, ovur-welm (Saxon, ofer 
ahwyffan). To crush beneath ; to spread 
over, and bear down ; to immerse ; to sink 
to the lowest depths. 

Ovift)rm, ovy-fawrm (Latin, ovuin, an 
egg ; forma, shape). Having tho shape or 
form of an egg. 

Oviparous, o-vippah-ms (Latin, ovum, 
an egg ; pario, to bring forth). Producing 
eggs ; an epithet for animals which lay 
eggs inclosed in a calcareous shell. 

Oxalic, oks-allik. In chemistxw, an 
acid existing in the wood- sorrel. Oxalic 
acid may, however, be obtained most 
readily and most economically from sugar, 
by the action of nitric acid. 

Oxidation, oksy-dayshun. The pro- 
cess by which metals and some other ele- 
ments are converted into oxide, by combi- 
nation with oxygen. 

Oxide, oks-ide. A substance combined 
with oxygon, without being in the state of 
an acid ; also spelt oxyde. 

Oxygen, oksy-jen (Greek, oxys, acid ; 
gennao, to engender). An elementary body 
which sometimes exists in the solid or 
fluid form, but which can be examined only 
in a gaseous state ; it constitutes the vital 
part of the air, essential to combustion, and 
generates oxides and acids. 


Oxygon, oksy-gon (Greek, oxys, sharp; 
gonia, an angle). A teim applied in geo- 
metry to figures in which all the angles 
are acute. 

Oxymoron, oksy-morun (Greek, oxys, 
shaip ; moros, foolish). A figure in rheto- 
ric, in which an epithet of a contrary sig- 
nification is added, as ‘‘ painful pleasure,” 

cruel kindness.” 

Oyer and Terminer, o-yur and 
termy-nur (French, to hear and deter- 
mine). In law, a court hold by virtue of 
the Queen’s commission, to hoar and deter- 
mine all treasons, felonies, and misdemean<« 
ours. 

O-yes, o-yes (corruption from the 
French, oyes, hear). An expression used 
by tho crier of a court of law, and public 
criers generally, in order to enjoin silence 
and attention when any proclamation inf 
being made. 3 


Pabulum, pabbu-lum (Latin). Food 
aliment ; substance affording nutrition 
fuel; that which supplies the means o{D 
combustion. 0 

Pacha, X pa-shaw. In Turkey, a viceroy^ 

Pasha, ) or military governor of a proO 
vinco. There are two classes of pachas, ”“3 
and tho distinction of rank consists in theff 
number of horses’ tails that are carried < 
before them as standards ; the higher hav-r 
iiig three, and the lower two. J 

Pachalic, pah-shawl-ik. Pertaining q 
to the government of a pacha. < 

Pacidc, pah-siffik (Latin, pacificus), * 
Promoting or restoring peace ; mild ; * 
gentle ; tranquillising. JPacidc Ocean, the < 
name given to the ocean which lies between 
America on the east, and Asia and Australia 
on the west ; it was so called by tho first 
European who visited it, from tho com- 
parauve calm he experienced immediately 
on entering this vast expanse of water, 
after having encountered stormy weather 
and tempestuous gales in the adjoining 
straits. 

Pack, pak (Dutch, pal). A laige 
bundle, or anything prepared for carriage ; 
fifty-two playing-cards assorted; a num- 
ber of hounds for hunting. 

Packed Jury. A jury selected^ ol 
such persons whose tene'to, political 
opinions, or prejudices are likely to iiH 
fluence their verdict. 

Packet, pak-et (French, fwgue£), A 
small parcel or package ; a idiip or otliec 
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▼«Mel employed by Government to convey 
letters and dispatches from one country 
^ or port to another. 

I lPaok-horse, pak-hawrs. A horse which 
carries ^ds ; a horse employed in carry- 
ing burdens. 

Pact, pakt (Latin, pactum). A bargain, 
contract^ covenant, or agreement. 

Paddock, pad-duk (Saxon, nada). A 
small inoloBure of land ; generally a pas- 
tura^ for sick horses. The term is sup- 
posed to be corrupted fromparruci:, a park. 

Paddy, pad-dy. An East Indian name 
for rice in the husk; a nickname for a 
native of Ireland, from Patrich. 

Padisha. pa-deesha. A title bestowed 
on the Pernan shah, or Turkish sultan, 
signifying protector, or throne prince. 

Paduasoy, pad-uah-soy (from Padua, 
in Italy, and soie, silk— French). A kind 
of silk or silken cloth. 

Pflsan,) pe-an. Among the ancients, 
Pean, j a song of triumph, praise, or 
rejoicing in honour of Apollo, and also of 
other gods ; so called because the words 
Jo paan freqtiently occurred in it, in 
allusion to Apollo's contest with the ser- 
pent. 

Pagan, pay-gan. One who worships 
false gods ; an Idolater ; a heathen ; the 
term is now chiefly used to denote one who 
is neither a Christian nor Mohammedan. 
The word is derived from the Latin paganus, 
a peasant, from pagus, a village, because 
on the first propai^tion of Christianity, 
the country people or dwellers in villa^s 
adhered to their ancient idolatry, while 
the inhabitants of cities embraced the new 
faith. 

Page, paje (French and Spanish). A 
boy attendant, or j’oung male servant, 
employed about persons of rank, or 
engag^ in light offices or trifling ser- 
'Vicei. 

Pageant, pnj-ent (Greek, pegnia), A 
■how or spectacle ; a public entertainment 
or procossion ; a representation or exhibi- 
tion of a showy or splendid kind ; a pom- 
pous di^Uy. 

Pagoda. pa-giTdah (Hindostanee, ftoof- 
ithuda, abode of God). A temple in China 
and the East Indies ; an Indian idol, con- 
tshting of an image of baked earth, and 
placed within the temples; also a gold 
ooin, formerly current in the south of 
India, value about et^ht sbilUngs, 


PainB and Penalties. In law, an 
Act of Parliament to inflict pains and 
penalties, beyond or contrary to the com- 
mon law, in the particular cases of great 
public offenders. 

Palr-ofT. A parliamenta^ phrase, 
when two members of opposite politics 
withdraw from a division, thereby naving 
the same effect as though each recordetf 
their vote. 

Paladin, pallah-din. A knight-erraut, 
who went about praising his mistress, and 
who fought anybody wno refused to ac- 
knowledge the truth of his panegyrics. 

P^fi0Ograpliy,pally-oggrah-fy(Greok , 
palaios, ancient ; grapho, to write). De- 
scription of ancient manuscripts, inscrip- 
tions, &o. 

Palsdology, pally - olio - jy (Greek, 
palaios, ancient ; loaos, a discourse). The 
study Of ancient things ; a discourse on 
antiquity. 

Palanquin, ) pa11an-kgen(Hindostance 

Palankeen. 3 palkee, from Sanscrit, 
paluc, a couch). A kind of litter or 
covered carriage, used In India, and borne 
on the shoulders of four porters, called 
coolies. 

Palate, pal-at (Latin, palatum). The 
upper pai*t or roof of the mouth; the 
or^n of taste ; mental relish. 

Palatial, pal-ayshal (Latin, palatium). 
Pertaining to a palace ; befitting a palace ; 
magnificent. 

Palatinate, pa-latty-nate. The name 
formerly given to two states of Germany ; 
the province or seignory of a palatine. 

Palatine, pallab-tin (Latin, palatinus). 
Kelating to a palace ; applied originally to 
persons holding an office or employment 
in the royal palace ; possessing r<^al pri- 
vilcTOs. In law, the counties of Chester, 
Durham, and Lancaster are called countiei 
palatine. Elector Palatine, a title of an 
elector of the German Empire. 

Palaver, pa-iahvur (Portuguese, pa- 
lavra). Idle, superfluous talk ; deceptive 
words ; an African conference or dolibera- 
tion; flattery. 

Palestra, pa-l5strah (Greek). In 
ancient Greece, a place in which the youth 
practioe/i and were instructed m athletio 
exercises ; the act of wrestling. 

Palette, pal-let. Among psdnters, a 
piece of wood, usually of walnut or maho- 
gany, upon which the ertist lays the pig« 
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ments with which he paints his pictures ; 
supposed to be the diminutiye of Latis, 
pala, a shovel. 

Palfrey, pawl-fry (French, palefroi). 
A small norse used by ladies; a state- 
horse with trappings. 

Falilogy, pa-lillo-jy (Greek, palin, 
again ; lof/og, a word). In rhetoric, the 
repetition of a word or phrase for the sake 
of eifect. 

Palindrome, pallin- drome (Gi*eek, 
palin, again ; dromos, a course). A vereo 
or line wlSich is the same whether read 
backward or forward, as the word madam, 
or the sentence, subidura a riuiibus. 

Palinode, pallin-ode (Greek, palin, 
again ; oUe, a song), A recantation, or a 
composition in wmch a poet unsays what 
he has previously asserted. 

Palisade, pally-sade (French, palu- 
sade). A fence or fortification formed with 
pales. 

Pall, pawl (Latin, pallium). A mantle 
of state, a cloak ; the cloak of an arch- 
bishop, a pope, &c. ; a covering for the dead, 
thrown over the coffin, and in cases of 
eminent and distinguished persons, usually 
upheld hy pall'-brnrers. 

Palladium, paMaddy-um. Originally, 
a statue of the goddess Pallas, represent- 
ing her sitting with a pike in her right 
hand, and a distaff and spmdle in her left. 
On the preservation of this statue de- 
pended the safety of Troy ; hence, the 
terra has come to denote a security, pro- 
tection, or safeguard. 

Pallet, pal-let (Latin, paha, chaff, 
straw). A bed made of straw ; a mean or 
rude contrivance for sleeping upon. 

Palliate, pally -ate (Latin, pallium, 
a cloak). Literally, to cover with a cloak ; 
hence, to conceal ; to hide ; to disguise ; 
to give a false appearance to ; to soften by 
favourable representations. 

Pallid, pal-id (Latin, pallidus). Wan ; 
faint in appearance ; sicldy looking ; dim. 

Pall-Mall, pel-mel (Latin, pila, a ball ; 
malleus, a mall, or bat). A game of bat 
and ball, formerly much in vorae ; the 
name of a place fn London, in which this 
game was originally played. 

Palm, pahm (Latin, m/ma). The open 
hand ; the inner part of the hand ; the name 
of many species of plants, particularly of 
tbe date-tree or great palm, a native of 
Asia and Africa^ the branches of which 


were anciently worn in token of riotoiy. 

To conceal in the palm of the hand, as 
jugglers do ; and hence, to practise delu- 
sion ; to impose upon ; to pass off an imi- 
tation of the real thing, which is withheld 
(in the palm). 

Palmated, pal-mayted ) Having the 

Palmate, pal-mate j feet broad : 
resembling the shape of the hand ; divided 
so as to resemble a hand spread open. 

Palmer, pah-mur. A pilgrim, espe- 
cially one who, at the time of the Crusades 
or Holy Wars, returned from Palestine}, 
bearing a branch of palm in bis hand. 

Palmistry, pahmistnr (Latin, palma, 
the hand). A pretended art of telling a 
person’s fortune by inspecting the lines of 
the palm of the hand. 

Palmy, pah-my. Abounding in palms, 
or victorious, because the branches of the 
alm-tro& were borne in token of victory ; 
once, used synonymously for flourishing, 
prosperous. 

Palpable, palpa-bl (Latin, palpo, to 
touch). Literally, anything so certain that 
it may be touched ; hence, plain ; obvious ; 
gross : coarse ; easily perceptible or de- 
tected. 

Palpitation, palpy-tayshun (liStin, 
nalpito). A quick movement or frequent 
heating; an unnaturally rapid action of tbs 
heart. 

Palsy, pawl-zy (a contraction of pa»’a- 
lysy). Loss of the power of motion ; para- 
lysis. 

Palter, pawl-tur (French, poltron). To 
prevaricate ; to use false pretences ; to 
make idle and frivolous excuses ; to act or 
speak ambiguously ; to fritter or trifle 
away. 

Pampas, ^m-paz. A name given to 
the vast plains or prairies of South 
America. « 

Pamper, pam-pur. To cherish or train 
w luxuriously ; to feed with delicacies. • 
The word is properly derived from tho^ 
French pampre, a vine-leaf or shoot, as 
being remar^ble for its luxuriant growth. 

Pamphlet, pam-flet. A stitched book; 
a few printed sheets merely stitched 
together, without binding or wrapper. 
Various etjrmologies have been suggested 
for this word; that most commonly received 
being par unJUet, French for by a thread.** 

Pamphleteer, piwn - flet - teer. A 

writer of pamphlets ; a mere s^bbler, 
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Panacea^ panah>seah (Greek, pan, all ; 
ake(maif to cure). In mytholog:y, the 
daughter of Esculapius, the goddess of 
health, to whom was given the power of 
healing all diseases ; hence, the application 
of the term to a universal remedy j a cure 
for all evils and disorders. 

Panoratic, pan-krattik (Greek, pan, 
aU ; hratoSf stren^h). All-powerful ; ox- 
celling in gymnastics and feats of strength; 
Tiotonous in all contests or combats. 

Pancreas, pankry-as (Greek, pan, all : 
hreas, flesh). In anatomy, a glandf situated 
at the bottom of the stomach ; the sweet- 
bread. 

Pandarus, pandar-us. The pimp in 
Shakespeare's play of Troilus and Cressida. 

Pandect, pan-dekt (Latin, pandectee), 
A treatise which comprehends the ‘lyhole 
of any science. Pandects^ a digest of civil 
or Boman law, made by order of Justinian. 

Pandemic, pan-demmik (Greek, pan, 
all; demo», people). Incident to a whole 
people; epiaemio. 

Pandemonium, pandy - mony - urn 
(Greek, pan, all; daxmoUf a demon). The 
infernal regions ; the dominion of all the 
demons ; applied figuratively to any scene 
of excessive noise, confusion, and turbu- 
lence 

Pander, pan-dur. A pimp ; a mean 
wretch. To procure gratification fortlio 
passions of others. Originally spelt pandar. 

Pandiculation, pan - dikku - layshun 
<Latin, pandiculans). Stretching of the 
limbs when yawning; an involuntary 
action of the muscles, frequently occurring 
before and after sleep; restlessness and 
uneasiness usually accompanying the cold 
fits of intermittent fever. 

Pandoor, pan-door. A kind of light 
cavalry soldier in the Austrian service, 
raised from the Turkish frontiers; also 
cdXied pandour, and pandorus. 

Pane, pane (Latin, pagina, a page of a 
hook). A square of glass;' — sometimes 
applied to a segment of other substances ; 
a piece of variegated work. 

Panegyric, panny-jirrik (Greek, pane- 
gyrie). Formal praise : a laudatory ^ecch 
or oration; written eulogy. 

Panel, pan- el (Latin, pandlunC). A 
return of jurors to serve upon any trial, 
written upon a little pane, or ehlong piece 
of parehmont. In joinery, a square piece 
Inserted between other bodies. 


Pang, pang (Saxon^ pyngan, to pain) 
A sharp and sudden pain ; torture of body ; 
anguish of mind. 

Panic, pan-ik. Sudden fright, or 
extreme fear, without real cause ; ground- 
less alarm. The origin of the word is said 
to be derived from Pan, one of the captains 
of Bacchus, who, with a small number of 
men, put to flight a numerous army, by 
the noise which his soldiers raised in a 
rocky valley being exaggerated by the sur- 
rounding echoes. 

Panier, pan-3rur (Latin, pa»t<an««). A 
name formerly given to a domestic who 
waited at table, and banded the bread, 
wine, &c., to those who dined. The atten- 
dants who wait imon the benchers in the 
dining-hall of the Inner and Middle Temple 
still bear this name. 

Panification, panny-f e-kayshun (Lat., 

I panis, bread ; facio, to make). The act or 
process of baking bread. 

Pazinel. In Scottish law, tho name 
applied to the person accused of a criminal 
I action, from the time of his appearance in 
court until he quits the bar. 

Pannier, pan-yur (Latin, panariwn). 
Primarily, a basket for carrying broad, 
then for other articles ; usually applied to 
the baskets suspended from the back of a 
horse, mulo, ass, &o. 

Panoply, panop-ly (Greek, pom, all; 
oplon, armour). Armour, covering the 
whole body; all the armour that can be 
worn for protection or defence. 

Panopticon, pan-opty-kon (Greek, 
pan, all ; cptamax, to see). A place whoro 
everything and everybody is supposed to 
be seen. 

Panorama, ponno-rahmah (Greek, 
pan, all ; horama, view). A large circular 
painting, exhibited on the walls of a build- 
ing of the same form, so that the spectator 
appears to be looking around him at a real 
view. 

Pansophy, panso-fy (Greek, pan, all ; 
eophia, wisdom). Universal knowledge or 
wisdom. 

Pansy, pan-zy (French, thought). 
Another name for the heorl's-ease. The 
term is supposed to have been given to 
this class of flower because their fanciful 
or variegated appearance is calculated to 
awaken the ihmig%t, or fancy. 

Pantaloon, pantah-loon (French, mn 
talon). Originally, a species of close, long 
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trousers, extending to the heels ; a buffoon 
or representative of a comical old man in 
a pantomime. 

Paiiteehnicoii,pan-tokny-kon (Greek, 
paihi all ; iechnet ah). A place in which 
every species of workmanslup is collected 
and exposed for sale. 

Pantheism, panthy-ism (Greek, pan, 
all ; T/ieos, God). The system of theology 
in which the doctrine is maintained that 
the universe is God. 

Pantheon, panthe-un (Greek, pau, all ; 
Theos, God). The name of a temple in 
Rome, dedicated to all the gods. The 
term has been applied to a public exhibi- 
tion, embracing every variety of amuse- 
ment ; and also, to a work describing the 
mythology, or all the gods of the ancients. 

Pantofipraph, panto-graf (Greek, pan, 
all ; grapho, to write). An instrument 
contrived for the purpose of copying draw- 
plans, Ac., either on a larger or a 
smaller scale. 

Pantolojry, pan-tollo-jy (Greek, pan, 
all ; loffos, a discom*se). A work convoying 
universal instruction and information, upon 
the same plan as an oncyclopmdia. 

Pantometer, pan-iommy-tur (Greek, 
panta, all ; metron, a measuro5. An instru- 
ment employed in measuring all kinds of 
elevations, angles, distances, &c. 

Pantomime, panto-mime (Greek, pan, 
all : mimos, mimic). A theatrical enter- 
tainment, consisting of gestures, actions, 
and various kinds of tricks performed by 
the actors concerned, aided by appropriate 
scenery ; representation in dumb show ; 
imitation by muto action. 

Pantophagous, pan - toffah - gus 
(Greek, pan, all ; phagos, to eat). Omni- 
vorous ; eating indiscriminately of all kinds 
of food. 

Papa, pa-pah. Another name for 
father, chiefly used by children, and trace- 
able to the repetition of a first sound, pa, 
pa, breathed softly through the lips. 

Papacy, paypah-sy (Italian, papa, the 
Pope). The state or rank of Pope; the 
office or dignity of the Pope andbi^ops of 
Rome. 

Papal, pay-pal (French). Belonging to 
the Pope ; proceeding from or relating to 
the Pope: annexed to the bishoprio of 
Borne. 


Papeterie, pap-pay-troe (French). A 
case containing materials for writing. 

Paphian, paf-o-an. Relating to the 
rites of Venus. 

Papier Mache, pap-yay mah-shay 
(French). A substance formed from the 
pulp of old paper, cast in a mould, and 
emploved for a variety of useful and orna- 
mental work. 

Papilionaceous, papil - yo - nayshus 
(Latin, papilio, a butterfly). Resembling 
a butterfly. 

Papilla, pay-pillah (Latin, papilla, a 
nipple). A small nipple or pap; the W- 
mination of nerves, as on the tongue. 

Papist, pay-pist (Italian, papa, the 
Pope). An adherent to the Pope and com- 
munion of the Church of Ptomo. 

PapooB, pap-poos. Among the Indians, 
the name given to a babe or young child ; 
also spelt papooie. 

Papules, pappu-le (Latin). An erup- 
tion of pimples on the skin. 

Papulose, pappu-loze) Covered with 

Papulous, pappu-lus f small blistow 
or pustules. 

Papyrus, pa - pyrus (Latin). An 
Egyptian plant ; a species of reed, of which 
paper was originally made. 

Par, pahr (Latin, par, equal). State of 
equality ; of equal value ; likeness or simi- 
larity. In commerce, an epithet applied to 
any two things of an equal value ; and in 
monetary affairs, the equality of one kind 
of mon^ or property with another ; thus, 
when jCiOO stock is worth exactly £100 
specie, the stock is said to be at par; in 
like manner, the par of exciMnge is the 
equal value of money in one country and 
another. 

Para, pay-rah. A small Turkish coin, 
of rather loss value than a halfpenny. 

Para. A Greek preposition with vari- 
ous meanings, as ihrougfi, near, about, &c. 
In. some chemical compounds it denotes 
ne&r to, and expresses a close alliance 
between two compounds. 

Parable, parrah-bl (Greek, para, be- 
side ; hallo, to throw). Literally, a thtot*^- 
ing or placing beside ; hence, a 0«)TnpAi1- 
•on, similitude, or allegory: a flgOviasiva 
relation of something real in iffe or 
Natqre. 
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Parabola^ pah - rSbbo - lab (Latin). 
A conic section; formed by a cone being 
cut by a plane, which is parallel to. a 
tangent plane, to the curved surface of 
the cone. 

Paracentric, parrah-sontiik ) 

Paracentrical, parrah-sentry-kal j 
(Greek, parat beyond ; kentroiif the centre). 
Deviating from a circular motion or form. 

Parachronisnit par - akkro - nizm 
(Greek- para, beyond ; enronos, time). In 
chronology, an error in the date of an 
event. 

Parachute, parrah-shoot (Orook, pares, 
to ward oj^ ; chute, a fall). An apparatus 
somewhat resembling an open umbrella, 
attached to a balloon, or used separately, 
10 prevent, by its expansion and buoyant 
properties, tno too rapid descent of a 
hUling body. 

Paraclete, parrah-kleet (Greek, para- 
kLetos, advocate). A name given to the 
Holy Spirit, as a comforter, intercessor, 
advocate. 

Paracousift, parrah - kowsea (Greek, 
paraloua, to hoar imperfectly). Confused 
perception of sound. 

Paracrostic, parrah-krostik (Greek, 
para, beyond ; akrostikon, an acrostic). A 
poetical composition, in which the lirst verse 
contains, in order, all the letters which oom- 
monco the remaining verses of the poem or 
division. 

Parade, pah-rade (French). Show; 
exhibition ; ostentation ; display ; a place 
where exhibition or display may be made ; 
military order ; a place whcio troops 
assemble. 

Paradigm, parrah-dim (Greek, para- 
deiffma, an example). A pattern ; an 
example: a model. Example or instance 
of sometiung done or said, as an example 
of a verb conjugated in the several moods, 
tenses, and persons. 

Paradise, parran-dise (Greek, para- 
diaios). l^is word was applied by the 
Greeks to an inolosure for wild beasts, 
but by the Persians to gardens, in which 
grew or were plaoed every good and beau- 
tiful production of the earth In (Hhrlstian 
theology, it expresses the name of the 
garden where Adam and Eve were placed ; 
and in a general sense, implies a place of 
bUss, a state or oondition of oomplote 
happiness. 

Paradox, parrah-doks (Greek, para- 
iaxoi^ oontr^ to repaved opinioiQ. A 


term apj^lied to an apparent contradiction, 
but vmich, when investigated, becomes 
reconciled with truth and sense; a thing 
false in appearance, yet true in fact. 

Paradoxical, pnrrah-doksy-kal. Hav- 
ing the nature of a paradox ; fond of 
seemingly absurd notions ; inclined to now 
tenets, contrary to received opinions. 

Paradrome, parrah-drome. A large 
open gallery or space. 

Paraffine, parrah-feen (Greek, parum, 
a little; ajjinis, akin). A substance dis- 
covered in the tor obtained by iho distilla- 
tion of various substances, both animal 
and vegetable, but especially in the tar of 
the beech-tree. Paraffine oil is now exten- 
sively used as an illuminating agent. 

Parage, pay-rajo (Latin, paraffium). In 
law, equality of name, blood, or dignity. 
The term is, however, more especially 
applied to equality in the partition of an 
inheritance among co-heirs. 

Parageusia, parrah-gu-seah (Greek, 
para, boado ; peusia, taste). Perversion of 
the sense of taste. 

Paragoge, parrah-gSjy (Greek, para, 
by the side of ; affo, to bring). In gram- 
mar, the addition of a letter or syllable to 
the end of a word. 

Paragon, parrah-gon (French, paran- 
gon, comparison). That which surpasses ; 
any one who excels ; a model or pattern ; 
something supremely excellent or beau- 
tiful. 

Paragram, parrah-gram (Greek, para- 
gramwa), A play upon words ; a pun. 

Paragraph, parrah-graf (Greek, para- 
graphe). In composition, a section, divi- 
sion, or distinct part; any portion of a 
writing which relates to a particular point; 
also, a mark or notation, placed in the 
margin, to point out a division in the con- 
tinuity of the writing, and marked 

Paralepsis, parrah-lopsis (Greek, pa- 
raleipsis). In rhetoric, a pretended or 
apparent omission, or slight mention of 
Bomo important part, in order to work upon 
tho feelings of the hearers. 

Parallel, pand-lel (Greek, para, beside; 
allelon, one another). In geometry, a term 
appliea to lines which are everywhere 
equidistant from each other, and which, 
though produced to the furthest extent, 
would never meet; hence, applied to at^y* 


PAK 


PAB 


*27 


thing pumiing the eamo course as another; 
luaving the same or a similar tendency or 
direction; bearing a resemblance or like- 
ness ; possessing similar qualities. 

Parallel o^anu parah - lello - gram 
(Greek, oeside ; al£elo7i, one another ; 

f/ranmaf a letter). A qiiadnlatoral figure, 
the opposite Bid^s of which are parallel 
und equal. 

Paralo^sm, parrah -lojizm (Greek, 
para, beside ; lof/os, reason). False argu- 
ment ; a mode of reasoning in which a con- 
clusion is drawn from premises that do not 
warrant it. 

Paralysis, pah-rallv-sis (Greek). 
Palsy ; loss of motion and fooling ; some- 
times confined to the muscular system, and 
at other times afiPecting the brain. 

Paralyze, parrah -lize (Greek, para; 
lyo, to loose). Literally, to relax or loosen ; 
hence, to unbrace the nerves ; to render 
senseless and motionless from fear, or other 
causes. 

Paramount, parrah-mownt (Norman, 
pet'amoni). Super-eminent; raised above 
all others ; highest in rank or authority ; 
chiof ; principal ; supreme. 

Paramour, parrah-moor (French). A 
lover; a mistress. 

Parapet, pan-ah-pet (Italian, para- 
«e«o). In fortification, a wall or rampart, 
oreast high ; a low wall, usually placed on an 
eminence. 

Paraphernalia, parrah-fcmale-yeah 
(Greek, para, besides ; pJierne, dower). 
Literally, something over and above the 
dower of a wife, and which may bo said to 
include such apparel and omaraonta of the 
wife as are suitable to her condition in life ; 
in a general sense, appendages ; trappings ; 
ornaments. 

Paraphrase, parrah - froze (Greek, 
pa? a, about ; pKrax, to speak). A loose 
interpretation, in which more regard is 
paid to an authoFs meaning than his words ; 
a lengthened exposition ; to translate 
loosely; to intorpret with verbosity. 

Parasite, parrah-sito (Greek, paronto*, 
an attendant upon the priests). One who 
fawns on and fiattera the rich; one who 
ingratiates himself at the tables of the 
wealthy, 1^ a slavish adulation of his rater- 
tainers. In soology and botany, an animal 
or plant which attaches itself to and lives 
upon another. 


Parasol, porrah-sol (Greek, from; 
jof, the sun). A small oano]^ or umru'Mla. 
used to keep the sun from off the head aud 
face. 

Parathesis, pab-rathy-sis (Greek). A 
parenthetical notice in bracked, thus [ ] ; 
in rhetoric, a slight hint of a thing given 
to the auditors. 

Parboil, par-boil (contraction of par<- 
hoiiy To boil partially, or in a moderate 
degroo. 

Parcener, parsen-mir. In law, a co- 
heir ; one who holds lands by descent from 
an ancestor in common with another, or 
with others. 

Pard, pard (Latin, pardus), A poetical 
name for the leopard, or for any spotted 
boast. 

Pardo, par-do. Tlie name of a kind of 
Chinese vessel, used either for warfare or 
for trade ; also, a coin at Goa, in the East 
Indies, of the value of 6cf. 

Paregoric, parry-gorrik (Greek, pa?**?- 
yom), to mitigate). A medicine which 
soothes pain ; mitigating ; assuaging ; 
alleviating. 

Parentation, parren-tayshuii. Liter* 
ally, the performing of that which is duo 
to parents ; the performance of funeral 
rites and honours ; something said or done 
in honour of tho dead. 

Parenthesis, pah-renthy-sis (Greek, 
para, over ; en, in ; teUtemi, to place), A 
clause or member of a sentence which 
interrupts the natural connection of the 
'words, but explains the sense or intro- 
duces some important idea ; a sentence 
which may be loft out without spoiling the 
sense of the period ; in writing or printing 
it is denoted thus ( ). 

Parenticide, pah -renty- side (Latin, 
•pareiis, a parent ; ecedo, to kill). The kill- 
ing a father or mother. 

Pareses,parry-ses (Greek, a letting go). 
In patholog^, a slight or imperfect pai^y- 
sis, implicating exclusively the nerves of 
motion. 

Parhelion, par-holy-un (Greek, para, 
beside ; hdiot, the sun). A mock sun, or 
meteor, of a bright colour, appearing ou 
one side of the sun, the appearance of which 
latter it somewhat resembles. 

Pariah* pany-ah. The name of a de- 
graded tribe of Hindoos, without caste, 
who live by themselves in the outskirts of 
the towns, and in districts or TiUagoa of 


FAB 


FAB 


their own. Tbay are preoluded from all 
powibiltiy of advanoement, and to them are 
allotted iw kinds of menial employ:ront. 

Parian, pay -re -on. Pertaining to 
Paros, in Greece, and celebrated for an 
ezoeemngly white and beautiful marble 
which is found there. 

Parietal, pary-eetal (Latin, paries, a 
wall). Pertaining to a wall; rising or 
standing like a wall ; the paHeial horns, 
bones from the sides and upper part of the 
dLuU, defending the brain as walls. 

Parisian, pa-rizh-yan. A native of 
or resident in Paris ; anything made or 
manufactured at Paris. 

Paritor, parry*tur. A beadle ; a sum- 

oner of the courts of civil law. 

Parity, parrit-tjr (French, pariteS. 
Aesemblance in condition or state ; equal- 
ity of degree ; similarity. 

Park, park (Saxon, parruch). An 
inclosed piece of gi'ound attached to a 
mansion ; or an inclosuro of large extent 
for public recreation. Park of artillery 
is an assemblage of the heavy ordnance 
belonging to an army. 

Parlance, par-lans (French, parler, to 
speak). Idiom ; conversation ; talk ; dis- 
course. 

Parley, par-le (French, parler, to 
^eak). To treat with verbally ; to discuss 
orally ; oral treaty ; talk ; conference. 

Parliament, parly - ment (French, 
parler, to speak). Literally, a place or 
assembly for conference or discourse. In 
England, the grand logi.slative council of 
the nation, consisting of the lords spiritual, 
the lords tem^ral, and the commons ; 
divided respectively into the House of Lords 
and the House of Commons. 

Parliamentarian, parly-men-tary-an. 
An epithet for one who adhered to the 
parliament in opposition to the king in the 
time of Charles tne First. 

Parlour, pardur (French, parler, to 
speak). Primarily, a room in a religious 
house, where the monks or nuns meet to 
converse; applied generally to the room 
of a house appropriated to the common 
meeting, intercourse, and converse of the 
family. 

Parlous, par-Ius (Frenoh, parler, to 
fpeak> ^en; i^ewd; sprightly. 

Paxmesan* The namto ^ven to a par- 
tieula]* kind af ohesie, from m made 
at Fanaa, w Italy; 


Parnassus, par-nassus. In mythology, 
a oelebrated mountain in ancient Greece, 
sacred to Apollo and the muses ; near it 
was the Castalian spring, the fabled source 
of poetical inspiration ; from which }*ar- 
nassus is metaphorically used to express 
poetry itself. 

Parochial, pa-roky-al (Greek, para, 
near ; oikos, a house). Belonging to a 
parish. 

Parody, parro-dy (Greek, para, con- 
trary ; ode, a song). A kind of composi* 
tion in which the words or thoughts of an 
author are, by some slight alteration, 
adapted to a different puipose; to copy 
by way of parody. 

Parole, pa-rolo (French). A term 
signifying anything done verbally or by 
word of mouth, in contradistinction to 
what is written, as parole evidence, parole 
pleadinj^s, &c. In military affairs, a pro- 
mise given by a prisoner of war, when 
suffered to be at largo, that he will not 
attempt to escape, that he will return at 
a specifiod time, &c. Also the watch-word 
given out every day, in orders by a com- 
manding officer in camp or garrison, by 
which sentinels may be able to distinguish 
friends from foes. 


Paronymous, pa - ronny - mus. Eo- 
sembhng another word. 

Paroxysm, parruk - sizm (Greek, 
para, much ; oxys, acute). A severe fit of 
a disease in which the symptoms become 
aggravated ; sharpness of pain ; an acute 
period of suffering ; periodical return of a 
fit ; violence of temper or intense excite* 
ment. 


jrarguetry, parxet-ry (rrenen, par- 
). The infaviug of sma^ pieces of wood 
m a floor of different figures. 


Parricide, pany-side (Latin, iparanj, a 
parent ; caido, to kill). A slayer or mur- 
derer of his father, or the murderer of one 
who ought to be revered as a i>arent ; a 
destroyer or invader of his country; also, 
the commission of any of these crimes. 


Parry, par-iy (French, passen'). In 
fencing, to ward off or turn aside a thrust 
from an opponent. To prevent a blow 
taking effect ; to avoid ; to fence. 

Parse, parse (Latin, pars, a part). In 
grammar, to analyse the character and 
property of the various parts of 'speech in 
a sentence, to explain the relation they 
have to each other^ their govertunenti 
Bgreexneiit^ Ac. 
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Pairsee^ par-seo. Tho name given to j 
the Persian refugees who were driven from ! 
their country by Mohammedan persecution 
and intolerance. 

Parsimonious, parsy-mony-us (Latin, 
porceuBy saving). Sparing; niggardly in 
the expenditure of money ; covetous ; 
frugal to the extreme. 

Parsonage, parso-naje. The house or 
benefice of a parson ; a rectory or spiri- 
tual living, comprising land, tithe, and 
other offerings of the people, for tho 
maintenance of the parson of a congrega- 
tion. 

^ Parterre, par-tai’e (French). Any 
even plot or piece of ground, laid out in 
flower-beds, borders, &c. ; a name also 
given to a choice collection of pieces in 
prose or verse. 

Parthenon, parthy-non. A celebrated 
temple dedicated to Minerva, at Athens, 
so called in honour of the virgirity of that 
deity, from parthenosy a virgin. 

Partial, par-shal (Latin, parSy a part). 
Belonging to a part, portion, or sh^re ; in- 
clined to favour one party more than 
another ; affecting one part only ; not 
general or universal ; not total. 

Partialit3r, parshy-ally-ty. Favourit- 
ism ; \mdue bias towai'ds one side or party 
more than another; stronger inclination 
to one thing than to another; liking or 
fondness. 

Participate, par-tissy-pato (Latin, 
participo). To share in ; to take part ; to 
divide in common with others ; to receive 
a portion of. 

Participle, par-tissy-pl (Latin, partid- 

? ium, from pars, part; capioy to take). 

n grammar, a word partaking of tho pro- 
perties of a noun and of a verb, as having, 
which becomes a noun by prefixing (/le. 
Participles sometimes lose the properties 
of a verb, and become adjectives, as a j 
willing heart. j 

Particle, party-kl (Latin, particula, \ 
from parSy ap^). Any small portion of a 
greater subi^nce. In grammar, a word 
not varied by inflexion, as a proposition. 
In physios, the minutest part into which’ 
a body can bo mechanically divided ; an 
atom ; a molecule. 

Particularize^ par - tikku - lah - rize 
(French, particulter). To mention dis- 
tinctly ; to name particulars ; to detail ; to 
pay attention to single things. 
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Partisan, party-zan (French). Ora 
who takes the part of another ; one who is 
devoted to a party or faction ; an aider or 
abetter ; a defender of the cause of another. 
In war, the commander of a detached 
party ; also, a kind of pike or halberd. 

Partition, par-tisbun (Latin, pan, 
part). The act of dividing; a division; 
that which divides or separates. In archi* 
tecture, the thin wall, or vertical assem* 
blage of materials which separates one apart • 
ment from another. In music, the arrange* 
ment of the parts of a composition under 
one another, also called a score. In law, 
the dividing of lands hold by joint tenants, 
co-parceners, or tenants in common, into 
distinct portions, so that they ^y be held 
severally. 

Partitive, party -tiv. In grammar, 

distributive, as a noun partitivt. 

Parturition, partu - risbim (Latin, 
parturio, to bring forth). The act of bring- 
ing forth ; the state of being about to bring 
forth young. 

Party (French, partie), A number of 
persons united in design or opinion ; one 
of two litigants or adversaries ; one con- 
cerned or interested in an affair. In poli- 
tics, a body of men acting in unison under 
a leader, for the purpose of carrying out 
some particular principle in which they 
are interested. 

Party-coloured. Having various or 
diversified colours. 


Party-man. An abetter of a party ; 
an adherent to a party ; one who legards 
the serving of his party as his chief duty. 

Party-spirit. The spirit which ani- 
mates one party in its conduct towards 
another. 

Party WalL A partition between 
buildings in several occupations. 

Parvenu, parvy-nu (French, parve7iu, 
a new comer). An upstart; an adven- 
turer ; one who from a mean origin attains 
an elevated position, and forgetting what 
he once was, presumes on his acquired 
position, to commit acts of folly. 


Pasolial, pas-kal (Latin, pascha, the 
DMSover). Belating to the passover, or 


Pasquil, pask-wil ) A lampoon ; a 
Pasquin, pask-win j satirical epigram ; 
derived from a mutilated statue at Borne, 
upon which libels and defamatmry rhymes 
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wore fattened. The name of Patquiti wat 
originally that of a cobbler notorious for 
bis gibes and sneers ; and by common oon- 
r>ent the statue vras called after him. 

Passage, pas-saje (French). The act 
of passing ; a single sentence or paragraph 
:n a book. In music, a portion of an air 
or tune, consisting of one, two, or three 
ineaauros. In navigation, the course pur- 
6\iod at sea in passing from one country to 
another ; also, the time occupied on such 
passage. Birds of jmssage are such as 
migrate at certain seasons from one cli' 
mate to another. Passage at arms, a pass 
or encounter with an adversary. 

Passe Partout, pahs par-too (French). 
A pass key ; a master key ; an universal 
passport. 

Passim , pas-sim (Latin) . Everywhere ; 
all through ; in many or innumerable parts 
or passages. 

Passing bell, pahs-sing bell. The 
name given to the knell tolled soon after 
the death of a person ; so named because 
it was formerly the custom to toll a bell at 
such times, for the purpose of soliciting 
the prayers of the pious for the soul about 
passing into eternity. 

Passive, pos-siv (Latin, passivus, from 
patior, to suffer). Keoeiving impressions 
from external agents ; suffering ; unresist- 
ing ; not acting. Passive verb, one which 
expresses the effect of an action of some 
agent ; as, ** He is feared by his enemies.’* 

Passover. A Jewish festival in com- 
memoration of the deliverance of the Israel- 
ites, when the destroying angel mssed over 
their houses, sparing thmr hrst-bom, while 
he slew those of the Egyptians. 

Passport, pahs-port (French, passe- 
pM't). Literally, leave or permission to 
pass out of port or through the gates ; figu- 
ratively, that which gives access or favours 
admission to good society, to favourable 
notice, &c. 

Pasticcio, pahs-titshy-o. An Italian 
word, signifying literally a pU, or medley 
dish, used in music to denote an opera 
composed of detached airs, by different 
composers, occasionally introduced. 

Pastoral, pastur-al (Larin, paseo, to 
feed cattle). Bural; descriptive of the 
life of ehepherds ; resembling shepherds ; 
figuratively, relatinig to a dlexgyman or the 
eare of souls. 

Patans, pat-ana In the East Indies, 
s name sppUed to all the tribea 


Patent, pay-tent, or pat-ent (Latin, 
paCeo, to be open). Open; apparent; 
plain. Letters pattrU represent a privilege 
panted by the Oown, conveying to spoci- 
fied individuals the sole right to make, 
use, or dispose of some discovery or inven- 
tion for a definite time ; so called because 
they mre not sealed up, but exposed to open 
view, and are usually addressed to all 
persons. 

Paternal, pa-tumal (Latin, pater, 
father). Pertaining to a father ; fatherly ; 
derived from a father ; herediti^. 

Paternoster, patter -nostur (Latin, 
pafw, father; noster, our). The LorlVs 
Prayer, thus named from the two leading 
words. A term applied to the rosary, ot 
string of beads, used by the Koman Catho- 
lics in their devotions, and also for every 
tenth bead. 

Pathetic, path-ettik (Greek, pathos, 
feeling). Affecting or moving the femings ; 
toucliing; tender. 

Pathology, path-ollo-iy (Greek, pathos, 
disease ; logos, a discourse). The doctrine 
of diseases ; that part of medical science 
which treats of the nature of diseases. 

Pathos, pay-thos (Greek, pathos, feoi 
ing). That which excites the feelings or 
emotions ; warmth or affection of mind ; 
feeling of pity, compassion, or sympathy. 

Patois^ pat-waw (French). Dialect; 
provincialism ; manner of speaking among 
rustics or the lower classes. 

Patriarch, patry-aik (Greek, paUr, 
father ; arche, a chief). One having the 
authority, station, or rank of a father ; one 
who governs by paternal nght ; the head 
of a family. Among the Jews, a learned 
and distinguished person ; in the Greek 
Church, a dignitary superior to the order 
of archbishops, as the Patriarch of Alex- 
andrii^ Constantinople, &c. 

Patrician, pa-trishun (Larin, paier, 
father). In Koman history, a descend^t of 
the firrt senators ; and suosequently, a dig- 
nity enjoyed by ail who became senators by 
other means than hereditary claims. Now 
applied generally to one of the nobility ; 
senatorial; noble; not plebeian. 

Patrimony, patry • mnnny (Larin, 
T^ter, father). An estate possessed by 
inheritance; that which descends or is 
derived from a father ; a church estate. 

Patriot, pattry-at (Latin, patria, native 
land). A lover of his country ; one who de- 
votee himself to the service of hjs country. 


■patrol, pJili*trole (French, patrofidlU). 
Cn militaty tactics, a detached body of 
soldiers, moving along the streets or roads, 
eo insure regularity and order on the 
line of march; an advanced guard, whose 
duty it is to gain intellicrenco of the move- 
ments and position of the enemy ; to walk 
round about, or backwards and forwards ; 
to go the rounds. 

Patron, pay-tron (L&tiu, pater y fnlhor). 
A ixTotcctor or defender ; one who coun- 
tenances or supports; one who has the gift 
f{ an ecclesiastical living. In the Church 
of Home, a guardian or saint whoso namo 
a person boars, or under whoso protection 
he is placed, and w luna he invokes ; or a 
saint in whose name a church or order is 
lounded. 

Patronymic, patro-nimmik (Greek, 
pater, father; oitoina, a name). A name 
derived from ancestors, or from a parent. 

Paucity, pawsy-ty (Ivatin, paucits, few). 
Fewness; small noss of number or quantity ; 
dearth. 

Pauper, paw-pur (Latin, pauper, poor). 
A poor person ; one who receives alms ; 
one who is dependent upon parochial sup- 
port or relief. 

Pawn , pawn (Dutch, pand), A pledge ; 
something deposited by way of security; 
something staked as a guarantee ; to 
pledge ; to give in pledge. 

Payee, pay-ee. One to whom a note is 
made payable, or to whom money is to be 
paid. 

Pa3mim, pay-nira (Norman, paynim). 
Another term for Pagan ; an in6del. 

Pean, po*an (Latin, paan). A song of 
praise or triumpn. 

Peasant, I)ez-ant (French, paymn, a 
countryman). A rustic ; one who works in 
rural employment, or farming business. 

Peat, peot (German, pfutze), A sub- 
stance j^rtaking of both vegetable and 
woody properties ; formed in damp situa- 
tions, by the decay of the roots and twigs 
of various plants. 

Peccability, pekkah-billit-ty (Latin, 
pecco, to sin). State of being liable to sin 
capacity of sinning. 

Peccadillo, pekkah-dlllo (^tin, peccor 
ftem, a sin). A small fault ; a little or p^- 
donable sin; a slight crime; a venial 
offence. 

Peooavi, peh -V2yvy (Latin, peecavi, 
I ha\'e siimeu) A coUoquiid expression, 


signifying, 1 have made a mistake, or done 
wrong ; I acknowledge that I have erred 
or offended. 

Pectoral, pekto-ral (Latin, pectus, the 
breast). Ajipertaining to the breast; a 
medicine for the breast ; a breast-plate, or 
covering for the breast. 

Peculation, pekku-laysbun (Latin, 
peculor, to rob). Thoft of public money ; 
conversion of trust money into private 
use. 

Pecuniary, pe-kewny-ary (Latin, 
cunia, money). Belonging or relating to 
money ; consisting of money. The Latin 
term pecania, money, is derived from pecus, 
a herd ; because when first coined it wat 
stamped with the figure of a sheep or ox, 
as expressive of its value. 

Pedagogue, poddah-gog (Greek, paU, 
a child ; ago, to lead). A schoolmastor ; 
one whose occupation is the teaching of 
children ; a pedant ; one who instructe in 
a haughty or supercilious manner. 

Pedant, ped-ant (French). One who 
makes a vain display of learning; one who 
intrudes his knowledge unnecessarily; a 
learned boaster ; a pe^gogue. 

Peddling, pedd-Iing. Trifling; unim- 
portant ; petty ; as the wares a pedlar 
deals in. 

Pedestal, peddy-stal (Latin, pes, the 
foot ; Greek, stelUn, to sot). The basis of 
a statue or pillar. 

Pedestrian, pe-destry-uD (Latin, pes, 
the foot). Travelling on foot ; performing 
long journeys on foot ; one who is distin- 
guished for his powers of walking. 

Pedi^ee, peddy-greo (Latin, per, de: 

S radus, by a step or grade). Genealogy ; 

nea/j^; desoent; an account or register 
of a line of ancestors. 

Pediment, peddy-ment (Latin, pes, a 
foot). In architecture, an ornament gene- 
rally of a low trian^lar form, which 
crowns the ordonnances, finishes the fronts 
of buildings, and is used as a decoration of 
windows, doors, &c. ; also, the angular end 
of a building which surmounts a portico. 

Pedometer, pe-dommit-ur (Latin, pef, 
foot; Greek, metron, a measure). Aninstru* 
ment by which distances are measured, ao-* 
coxding to the number of steps which the 
bearer or conductor takes. 

Peduncle, ped-unknl (Latin, psdieului^ 
a flcwer-italk). A flower-stalk; usually 
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i^ppUed to tbe common foot-stalk of a num- 
ber of flowers, sometimes only of one 
flower. 

Peer, peer (Latin, par, equal). An 
equal ; one of like rank, ^ tation, qualifica- 
tions, &c. A nobleman, as a peer of the 
realm,. In England, persons belonging to 
the five degrees of nobility — namely, duke, 
earl, marquis, viscount, baron — are all 
peers ; these tako the general name of 
peere from being formerly regarded as the 
companions of the sovereign. 

Peerless* U nequalled ; having no peer 
or equal. 

Pegasus, peggah-sus. In mythology, 
a winged horse, who fixed his residence on 
ilount Helicon, and became the favourite 
of the Muses ; hence, he is regarded as the 
steed upon which a poet mounts in his 
flights of fancy. 

Pelagian, pe-lajjy-an 1 (Latin, pelagm, 

Pelagic, pel-ajjik J the ocean). Be- 
longing to the ocean; 
deep sea. 

Pelasgi, pe-lasjy (Greek, pelasgoi). 
The name of the aboriginal inhabitants of 
Greece. 

Pelf, pelf (Old French, pilfeer, to pilfer). 
Money ; riches : and sometimes applied to 
kll-gotten wealth ; miserly hoardings 

Pellicle, pelly-kl (Latin, pellicula). A 
film, or thin skin, as that wmch lines ike 
shell of an egg, or which covers the seeds 
and some other parts of plants. In che- 
mistry, a thin crust appearing on the sur- 
face of a solution of salt evaporated to a 
certain degree. 

Pell-mell, pell-mell (French, pesle, 
•nede, confusedly). Mingled ; in a dis- 
orderly hehp ; confused, without regularity 
or order. 

Pellucid, pel-lewsid (Latin, per, 
through ; luadus, bright). Perfectly 
dear; transparent; not opaque. 

Penal, pe-nal (Latin, poena, punish- 
ment). Enacting punishment; kdSicting 
pimmnment; causing or imposing a pain 
or punishment. 

Pezumoe, pen-ans (Latin, poena, pun- 
idiment). infliction for sin committed ; 
suffering imposed or submitted to as an 
atonement |n the Bomish Church, one of 
the seven sacraments, consisting in the 
infliction of bodily suxFeringi as fasting, 
scouiging, tv* 


Penates, po-nav-tez. The name given 
to the domestic gods of the Homans ; and 
so called from the Latin, pmitue (within), 
because they were kept within doors. 

Penchant, pahn - shahng (French). 
Inclination ; pec^iar propensity ; desire 
for; leaning towards. 

Pencil of Rays. In optics, a number 
of rays converging or diverging from the 
same luminous point ; and which, after fall- 
ing upon and passing through a lens, dis- 
pose themselves in the same form in re- 
entering the eye. 

Pendant, pen-dant (Latin, pendeo, to 
hang). Anything suspended by way of 
ornament; an ear-ring; a small flag or 
streamer at the mast-head ; a picture or 
engraving hung as a companion to another. 

Pendente Ijite,pen-dentyli-te (Lat.). 
During the dispute; during the continu- 
ance of the suit; while the contest is 
pending. 

Pending, pen-ding (Latin, pendeo, to 
hang). Depending; undecided; not yet 
settled. 

Pendulous, pendu-lus (Latin, pendeo* 
to hang). Hanging ; swin^ng ; fastened 
at one end, the other being movable. 

Penetrali^ ponny-trale-yah (Latin). 
In Homan antiquity, a sacred apartment or 
chapel in private houses, set apart for the 
worship of ihepenates, or household gods ; 
the interior parts of any place ; hence, 
hidden things. 

Penetration, penny-trayshun (Latin, 
peneiro, to pierce). Act of entering into 
or piercing an obiect; metaphorically, 
power of reaching the deepest parts of a 
subject; searching into; acuteness; dis- 
cernment. 

Peninsula, pen-insu-lah (Greek, pene, 
almost; insula, an island). A portion of 
land almost surrounded by water; joined 
by a narrow neck, called an isthmus, to 
the mainland. 

Penitenc^ penny-tens (Latin, pcenitei, 
it repents). Repentance ; sorrow for sin, 
accompanied by amendment of life. 

Pennant, pen-nanti A small fl^ <r 

Pennon, pen-nun j banner. See Pezv 
dant. 

Penniform, penny • fawrm (Latin, 
j^na, a quill ; and form)* Having thr 
form of a quill or feather 
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penny-waie. A Troy 
weight, oontaimng twenty-four grains, so 
called from the ancient silver penny being 
of this weight. 

Penology^ pen-ollo-jy (Latin, paeiia, 
punishment; Greek, foyo.?, a discourse). 
The science which treats of public punish- 
ments, as they affect the criminal and the 
community. 

Pensil, pen-zil (Latin, pensiliSi from 
pendeOf to hang). Hanging ; suspended ; 
supported above ground. 

Pensive, pen - ziv (French, pensif). 
Sad ; thoughtful ; reflecting sorrowfully j 
melancholy. 

Pentachord, pontah-kawrd (Greek, 
pmtSf five ; c/torde, chord). A musical 
instrument having five strings. 

Pentagon, pentah-gon (Greek, pantt, 
five ; gontaf an angle). A geometrical 
figure, having five sides and five angles. 

Pentangular, pen-tSnggu-lar (Greek, 
pentCi five ; and angular). Having five 
angles or comers. 

Pentarchy, pen-tarky (Greek, jpg»<e, 
five; arche, nue). A government oi five 
persons. 

Pentateuch, pentah - tuke (Greek, 
pmUf five ; te^hos, a volume). The first 
five books of the Old Testament, generally 
ascribed to Moses. 

Pentecost, penty-koste (Greek, perUi- 
eoste, fiftieth). A Jewish festival, occur- 
ring on the fiftieth day after the Passover; 
it is retained in the Christian Church, by 
the name of Whiiisuntide. 

Pent-house, pent-hows. In architec- 
ture, a shed hung a-slope from the main 
bubbling ; poetically applied to the eyelid, 
and to the brow. Ibe word is a corruption 
of the French appetUisj which is from the 
Latin ajmendix, and comes from ad, to; 
pendeo, to hang. 

Penult, ne-nult (Latin, nene, almost ; 
nltimus, last). The last syllable but one 
of a word. 

PentLltimate, pe-nuHy-mate (Latin, 
peiM, almost; last). The U^t but 

one ; used to designate the last syllable of 
a word but one. 

Penury, pennu-ry (LaHn, pmwria, 
want). Indigenoe ; extreme poverty ; 
dosUtution. , 

P^tie, pap-tik (Greek, pipto, to digest). 
Bdatmg to and asiiiting aigmon, . 
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Per. A Latin preposition, signifying 
through, patting or paatagt through, over, 
along, forth, dtc. Also used fc'- hu, as per 
bearer, per annum, per cent. In chemistry 
it is used as a prefix to oxides, to denote 
the furthest degree of oxidation, which 
does not confer the property of acidity. 
It is also added to the names of acids, m 
cases where more acid is contained tl^n 
those whose names end in ic, 

Perodventure, por-ad-vonture (Lat., 

er, by ; French, aventure, chance). Per- 

aps; may be ; by accident or chance. 

Perambulate, per-ilmbu-late (Latin, 
^ramhulo). To wmk through; to survey 
by passing through or over. 

Per Annum, per annum (Latin). By 
the year ; at a yearly rate ; in each year 
successively. 

Per Cent., per sent (Latin). By the 
hundred; for every hundred. Per cenh^ 
age, tho duty, aUowanoe, or commission on 
a hundred. 

Perception, per-senshun (Latin, 
cupio, tc take). Literally, a taking hold 
of by the mind ; the power of discerning or 
distinguishing; observation; notion; idea. 

Percolate, perko-late (Latin, percolo, 
to strain through). To strain through ; to 
separate the finer from the grosser parts 
by filtering; metaphorically, to sift or 
examine. 

Percussion, per-kushon (Latin, per- 
cumo). The act of striking one body 
against another with ^eat force ; the im- 
pression made by a bo«,^ in falling or 
striking against another; the effect of 
sound in the ear. 

Perdition, por-dishun (Latin, perdo, 
to destroy or lose). Bestruotiofi : min; 
loss ; loss of the soul. 

Perdu, 1 per-du (Latin, perdiiut, lost). 

Perdue, ) Lost ; forlorn ; in a hopeless 
state ; in desiderate ciroumstoncas. 
perdu, watching from a place of conceal- 
ment ; vigilant. 

Peregrination, perry - gre - naydiun 
(Latin, peregrinut, travel) . Tmvel or abode 
in foreign countries ; the act of wandering 
from one place to another. 

Peremptory, per-emptur-e (Latin, 
peremptorittt, that which dispatches or kills 
quickly). Finally deciding; positive in 
oninioh or judgment ; putting an end to 
a^l further expostulation. 

Perennial, per-enny-al (Latin, 

through; aiifii(i,ayear)« LitemUy^lMiBiii 



thtoiigh a year ; in an enlarged sense, last- 
ing from year to year; enduring; per- 
petual. 

Perfect, por-fekt (Latin, verfidOf to 
perfect). - Complete ; finished ; not de- 
iective. Perfect tenee^ in grammar, that 
f«irm of tho verb denoted in English by the 
auxiliary which indicates that an 

ac tion is finish(*d at tho time spoken of, as 
1 kave written to John. 

Perfidy, peifid-e (Latin, per; /ie#, 
faith). Breach of faith ; want of iaith ; 
treachery. 

Perforation, perfo - rayshun (Latin, 

^ ' r, through ; norug. a passage). A piero- 
i»)g or boring tlirough. 

Perforce, per-forso (Latin, per, by ; 
f iriis, strong). By violence; by force ; 
v'olontly. 

Perfiinctory, per-fimktur-e (Latin, 
^^er;fung€ir^ to do). Slight ; careless ; done 
merely to bo rid of tho duty ; negligent. 

Perfiiee, per-fuze (Latin, per ;f undo, to 
pour). To overspread ; to sprinkle. 

Peri, po-ry. In Persian mytholosy, a 
e]^)irit supposed to be excluded from rani- 
dise for somo fault, until a ponance be ac- 
complished. 

Peri, Per. A Greek proposition, signi- 
fying around, about, expressing tho relation 
of circumference to centre. 

Pericarp, perry -karp (Greek, peri, 
around ; karpos, seed). The seed-vessel 
of a plant. 

Periecian, perry-eeshan. An inhabit- 
ant on the opposite side of the globe, in 
tho same latitude. 

Periergy,i)eny-erjy(Greek, peri; ergon, 
work). Unnecessary caution or diligence 
in an operation. 

Perigee, peny-go (Greek, peri, near ; 
ge, the earth). In ancient astronomy, a 
\&rm signifying the nearest approach of 
the sun, or any of the planets, to the earth. 
See Perihelion. 

Perigraph, perry-^fraf (Greek, pet-i; 
graphe, writing). An inaccurate dolinoa- 
tion of anything. 

Perihelion. i)orry-heel-wn (Gioek, 
pm, near; keUos, the sun), ^at point of 
the orbit of a planet or comet, wherein it 
is nearest to the sun, being the extreme of 
the transverse axis, nearest the focus in 
whioh ^e sun is placed. 

Perimeter, paixy-meetiir (Greek, pfin, 
iround; faseroa^ a maasvMre, Tha noa- 


fmre of the line or linos which Inscribe a 
figure. 

Period, peery-ud (Latin, periodut), A 
circuit ; the time in which anything is per- 
formed; a stated number of years ; a course 
of events; the end or conclusion ; a full stop. 

Periodical, peery-oddik-al. Performed 
in a circuit ; occurring at stato<l intervals ; a 
magazine, &c., published at definite periods. 

Periodicity, peereo-dlssy-ty. Tho 
state of having regular periods in changes 
or conditions. 

Peripatetio, penry-pa-tettik (Greek, 
peri, about; pateo, to walk). Pertaining 
to Aristotle’s system of philosophy; ancl 
BO called because tho philosopher delivered 
his lectures waUung in the Lyceum at 
Athens. 

Periphery, per-iffer-ry (Greek, peri, 
around ; phero, to carry). The circumfer- 
ence or bounding line of any curvilinear 
figure. 

Periphrasis, perry - fraysis (Greek, 
ped, about, phrazo, to speak). Circumlo- 
cution ; or the use of more words than are 
necessary to express an idea. 

Periscope, peny-skope (Greek, peri, 
around; ekopco, to view), A general view. 

Peristaltic, p''rr}’’-staUik (Greek, pen'- 
stillo, to involve). Spiral; of worm-liko 
form; the contraction of tho bowels. 

Peristyle, perry - stile (Greek, 
stylos, a o^umn). A place surrounds by 
pillars; a circular colonnade; a circle of 
pillars. 

Periwig, perry-wig (a corruption of pe* 
rvJce), A small wig formed by an inter- 
mixture of false hair, worn by men for tho 
purpose of concealing baldness. 

Peijuiy, porjur-o (Latin, per; jure, to 
swear). The taking a false oath; xbe 
offence of swearing falsely in a judicial 
proceeding. 

Permanent, perma-nent (Greek, per, 
through; maneo, to remain). Durable; 
lasting; unchangeable; always remaining 
or going on. 

Permeate, permy-ato (Latin, p&'nm)* 
To pass through ; to penetrate. 

1 Permission, per-mishun (Latin, per* 
mitio, to permit). The act of allowi^ or 
peimitting; leave; license. 

Permatatlon, permu-tayshun (Lafin, 
per; muto, to change). Barter; exchange 
I of one thing for enothor ; frequent ohau^ 
{ of locality 



Pernicious^ per-nisbus (Latin, pw i 
necis, death). Destructive; mischievous 
or injurious in the highest degree ; tending 
to injure . 

Peroration, perro-rayshun (Latin, per, 
through ; oro, to speak). The end or close 
of an oration or speech; the concluding 
sentence, intended to give effect or force 
to the speech. 

Perpend, per*pond (Latin, per; penda^ 
to weigh). To weigh in the mind ; to con- 
sider attentively. 

Perpendicular, wrpen - dikku - lar 
(I^tin, per; penideo^ to hang), A perpen- 
dicular line, or a perpendicular, signifying 
any line falling at right angles to the plane 
of tho boriuon, that is, extending from some 
jioint in a right lino towards t&j centre of 
the earth or centre of gravity. In geo- 
metry, any lino fitting at right angles on 
another line, or making equal angles with 
it on either side. 

Perpetration, perpy-trayshun (Latin, 
pe?’, through ; pairo, to effect). The act 
of committing; to perfect; to act or do 
some ill or evil. 

Perpetual, per-pettu-al (French, per- 
•fietuel). Never ceasing; continual; over- 
lasting; permanent; uninterrupted. 

Perplexity, por-ploksy-ty (Latin, per ; 
pUciory to twist). Anxiety; distraction 
of mind ; intricacy ; ditficulty of under- 
standing; doubt. 

Perquisite, perkwizit (Latin, per; 
queero, to seek). A gift or allowance in 
addition to fixed wages; gain, profit, or 
emolument, in lieu of, or in addition to 
regular salary or other income. 

Per saltum, pur salt-uio (Latin). By 
•ti leap; like sudden promotion; unexpected 
accession of wealth, power, &c. 

Persecution, persy-kewshun (Latin, 
per; sefiuory to pursue). Unjust harass- 
ment ; pursuit so as to injure, vex, or 
afflict; excessive soUcLtation or importu- 
nity. 

Perseverance, persy-voeranse (Latin, 
per; sevenw, severe). Continued pursuit; 
persistence in anything undertaken ; firm- 
ness; steadfastness. 

Persiflage, paro-se-flazh (French). 
Light bantenng talk ; ridicule ; jeering. 

' Persistence, per-sistens, } Standing 

Persistency, i>er-sistonsy. / or staying 
firmly; fixed or settled in opinion or ac- 
tion; cerseverance; iteadfastness. 


Personal, persun-al (batiu, psrismUtt)* 
Belonging to nersons, not to thlnn; 
affecting individuals or particular people ; 
relating to private aotions or character; 
not acting oy representative; exterior; 
corporal. 

Personalty, persun-alty. In law, any 
personal property, in eont^istinoiion to 
realty. 

Personify, per-sonny-fi (Latin, 
alis). To represent things as thou^ they 
were persons; to ascribe to an inanimate 
being the sentiments, actions, or language 
of a rational being. 

Personnel, pare-so-nel (French). A 
term denoting the persons employed in 
some public service, os distinguished from 
the materiel f or things. 

Perspective, per-spSktiv (Latin, per- 
specioy to look through). The ajrt of oraw- 
ing objects on a plane so as to make them 
appear in their relative situations ; a ^lass 
through which objects are viewed ; Tnew ; 
vista. 

Perspicacious, perspy-kayshus (Lat., 
2^ei'spicax), Quick-sighted; seeing through 
easily ; keen ; acute of sight, dlsoomlng, 
or easy of understanding. 

Perspicuity, perspy-kSwitty (Latin, 
per, through ; specio, to see). Clearness to 
the mind ; toe quality of being easily un- 
derstood ; freedom from obscurity. 

Persuasion, per-swayzbuu (Lat., per; 
suadeo, to advise). The act of advising or 
urging ; of inducing or prevailing upon ; 
representing things as agreeable or aavan- 
tageous. 

Pertain, per-tane (Latin, per; teneo, to 
hold). To belong ; io have r^ation to ; to 
be the property, right, or duty of. 

Pertinacious, portin-ayshus (Latin, 
per; teneo, to hold). Obstinate ; stubbopi ; 
nolding firmly and Resolutely ; adherlng^to 
any purpose or opinion with inflexible 
siancy. 

Pertinent, perty-nent (Iiat., per; tefieo, 
to hold). Eclating to the subject or matter 
in hand ; apposite ; to the purpose ; ap* 
propriate to me case. 

Perturbation, pertur-bayshun (Lat,, 
per; turia, a crowd). Disquiet or agitati^ 
of mind ; confusion ; derangement ; dis- 
order. 

Peruke, per-uke (French, perruqw), 
A periwig ; a cover for the head, made 
of hair, or other material to represenl 
I hair. 
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Peruse, per-uzo (Latiu, per^ throirglx ; 
utor, to use^ To read with attention; to 
ohseire ; to examine. 

Pervade, per-vado (Latin, per^ through; 
eode, to go). To go or press through or 
throughout ; to spread throtigh the whole 
extent, so as to reach the furthest limit and 
the minutest point. 

Perverse, per-vers (Lat., per, through ; 
verto, to turn). Obstinate ; petulant ; dis- 
torted from the right ; untractable. 

Pervert, per-vurt (Latin, per; verto, to 
turn). To distort from the true end or 
purpose; to corrupt; to turn from the 
right ; one who chants from good to bad ; 
one who forsakes o:^odox principles for 
heterodox views. 

Pervious, pervy-us (Lat., per, through ; 
via, a way). Capable of being passed 
through ; susceptible to external influ- 
ences; penetrable; pervading. 

Pessimist, pessy-mist (Latin, 
the worst). A universal complainer; one 
who conceives everything to bo for the 

worst. 

Pestiferous, pes-tiff^-nia {lAt,, pestis, 
a pestilence ; fero, to bring). Infectious, 
as a plague ; pestilential ; malignant ; de- 
structive; noxious to health, peace, or 
morals. 

Pestilence, pesty-lense (Latin, pesH-^ 
lentia). A contagious distemper; an in- 
fectious disease, which is epidemic, and 

C 'es mortal ; evil habits destructive to 
th and morality. 

Petal, pe-tal (Greek, petal). In botany, 
the coloured leaves which compose the 
flowers of plants. 

Peter’s Pence. The popular name of 
an impost formerly paid to the see of 
Borne. In England, it consisted of the tax 
of one penny for every house. 

Petiole, pett^-ole (Greek, petalon, a 
leaf). That portion of a leaf which con- 
nects the lamina with the stem of a plant. 

Petit, pet-te (French). Small; little; 
inconsiderable; mean. 

Petit Maltre, pet-te maytr (French). 
A fop ; an effeminate person ; a dangler, 
or trffler. 

Petri&ctiozi, pottry-fidcshmi TLatin, 
petra, a stone ; facto, to make). Tne act 
of changing into stone, or stony hardness ; 
> the changing into stone, or stony substance, 
any anii^ or vegetable matter ; callous- 
ness ; obduracy. ■ - 


Pettifogger, petty-fogger (Frenoh. 
petit; vogtier, to row). A lawyer employee 
in small,' mean business ; an inferior attor« 
ney, who undertakes the conduct of petty 
cases. 

Petto, pet-to (Italian, from pectus, the 
breast). The breast; figuratively, privacy ; 
as, in petto, in secrecy ; in reserve. 

Petty, pet-ty (French, petit). Trivial ; 
inconsiderable ; tmall in amount, degree, 
or importance. 

Petulance, pettu-lans (Latin, petu- 
lantia). Peevishness ; freakish pasllon ; 
sauciness; pettishness. 

Phalanx, fal-angks, or fay-laugks 
(Greek, phalagx). A square body of 
soldiers disposed in close and compact 
order ; a combination of people thoroughly 
organised, and firmly knit together. 

Phantascope, fantah-skope (Greek, 
phantasma, a form ; shopeo, to view). An 
optical instrument, by which fixed objects 
appear as if in motion. 

Phantasm, fan-ta^zum (Greek, phavr- 
iazo, to show). The imago of an external 
object; something visionary or ideal im- 
pressing the mind and haunting the brain ; 
vain and showy appearance. 

Phantasmagoria, fan-tazmah-gory- 
ah. A representation by the magic lantern, 
or optical effects produced in a similar 
manner. 

Phantom, fan-turn (French, fanlome). 
A spectre or apparition ; a fancied vision ; 
a delusion of the mind. 

Pharisaic, fany-sayik. ILike a 

Pharisaical, farry-sayik-al. f Phaii- 
see ; h3rpooritical ; having an outward show 
of i>iety, but vicious at heart. The term is 
derived from the Pharisees, a religious sect 
among the Jews, notorious for their hypo- 
crisy. 

Pharmacopoeia, farmah - ko - peah 
(Greek, pAama^’on, a medicine). A dispen- 
satory. An authorised book containing a 
catalogue of drugs, and directions for the 
preparation of medicines. 

Pharmacy^, farmah-se (Greek, phar* 
makon, medicine). The preparation of 
medicines; that branch of science which 
relates to the medical and chemical histo:)^ 
of the different articles of the matssia 
medica. 

Pharos, fay-rus (Greek). A light- 
house ; thus named from a celebrated one 
on a small island near the port of Alex* 
andria, in £|gypt. 
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Phaiynx, for-ingk* (Greek, phutynx, 
from pimreln^ to convey). A part of the 
gullet, the use of which is to receive the 
masticated food, and convey it to the 
oosophagus. 

Phase, faze \ (Greek, phainOf to 

Phasis, faysisj shine). In astronomy, 
applied to the various appearances of the 
moon, Venus, Mercury, &c., at different 
times ; figuratively applied to appearances 
generally, and to the various external forms 
which tUngs or circumstances assume. 

Phenomenon, fe-nommy-non (Greek, 
pJiainomaii to appear). Anything remark- 
able ; something observed ; something dis- 
severed to exist j an unusual appearance. 
Plural, phenomena. 

Philanthropy, fil-anthro-py (Greek, 
philoSf a lover ; arUhropos, a man). Love 
of mankind ; benevolence toward the whole 
human race ; universal goodwill. 

Philharmonic, filhar-monnik (Greek, 
nhiloSf a lover ; harmoniaf harmony). Ke- 
lating to the love of harmony ; delighting 
in harmony. 

Philippic, fil-ippik. Any discourse or 
declamation full of acrimony. The name was 
originally ^ven to the orations of Demos- 
thenes against Philip, King of Macedon, and 
subsequently denoted any similar orations, 
as those of Cicero against Mark Antony. 

Philology, fil-ollo-jy (Greek, pkileo, to 
love ; logos f a word). Primarily, a love of 
words ; a desire to understand the origin 
and construction of language. It is now 
used in a more extended sense, and em- 
braces grammar, rhetoric, poetry, history, 
and criticism. 

Philomathic, fillo-mathik (Greek, phi- 
loSf a lover ; mathano^ to learn). Relating to 
a love of learning; having a love for letters. 

Philomel, fillo-mel. A name figuratively 
applied to the nightingale, from Philomela, 
a king's daughter, who, according to ancient 
mythology, wa« changed into that bird. 

Philosopher^ fil-osso-fur (Greek, 
loSf a lover ; sophia, wisdom). One skilled 
in the science of nature and morals; one 
who devotes himself to the study of phy- 
sics, or moral and intellectual science ; also 
one who bears misfortune calmly, or who 
contents himself with his lot in life. 

Philosopher’s Stone. An imaginary 
substance, the discovery of which was the 
principal object of the ancient alchemists. 
It was reported to possess the power of 
transmuting all the baser metals into gold^ 
and of healing all diseases. 


Philter, ftl-tur (Greek, phUeOt to love). 
A potion or charm to excite love ; a pro* 
paration or dnig which the ancients be- 
lieved capable of exciting love; anything 
calculated to inspire a tender pa:^feiou , 
also writton philtre* 

Phlebotomy, flee-botto-my (Greek, 
phlebSf a vein ; temno, to cut). The act or 
art of blood-letting ; the opening of a vein 
for the puiqiose of blooding. 

Phlegmatic, fleg - mattik (Greek, 
phleqma* phlegm). Abounding in phlegm ; 
oolci ; dull ; sluggish ; apathetic ; wanting 
in fervour and sensibility. 

Phonetic, fo-nettik (Greek, phime, 
Boimd). Vocal; expressive of sound. Pho- 
netic writing^ that writing in which the 
signs represent sounds. 

Phonographic, fono - graffik \ 

Phonographical, fono - graffik - al j 
(Greek, phonCt sound ; graphOy to write). De- 
scriptive of the sounds of the human voice. 

Phosphate, fos-fate. In chemistry, 
a salt formed by the union of the phos- 
phorio acid with the salifiable bases. 

Phosphite, fos-fite. A salt formed by 
the combination of tho phosphorous acid 
with a base. 

^ Phosphorus, fosfo-rus (Greek, phoSf 
light; ;fiterOf to bear). A combustible 
substance of a yellowish colour, and semi- 
transparent. It is obtained by an elabo- 
rate chemical process from bones. In the 
atmosphere at common temperatures, it 
emits white fumes, which in the dark ap< 
pear luminous, to which circumstance it 
owes its name. 

Photogenic, foto-jennik (Greek, phost 
light ; gignomaif to generate). Producing 
light. A term applied to a process of pro- 
ducing pictures bv the action of the light 
of tho sun, and fixing them on a chemi- 
cally-prepared ground. 

PhotOOTaphy, fo-toggrah-fy (Greek, 
phos, light; grapho, to delineate). The 
process of photogenic drawing. See Pho* 
togenio, 

Photology, fo-tollo-jy (Greek, phot, 
light ; logot. a disoourse). The science oi 
doctrine wnich explains tho nature and 
varied phenomena of light. 

Phrase, fraze (Greek, phratia). A 
mode of speech ; an expression ; an idiom ; 
a form of diction ; a combination of words j 
ooQventional arrangement ; style. 

Phraseology, frazy-ollo-jv (Gwk, 
phram, a phrase; lego, to iq^ietuc). M.>d4 




of expression; diction; st^rle; peculiar 
words in a sentence; a collection of phrases 
in a langfuage. 

Phrenetic, fro-nettik (Greek, phrtn, 
tite mind). Pisorderod in the brain ; bor- 
dering on madnoss ; delirious ; subject to 
ungovernable excitement ; wild ; erratic. 

Phrenology, fron-ollo*jy (Greek, 
phrerif the mi nil ; lofjOB, a discourse). The 
science which professes to explain the 
qualities and characteristics of tho mind 
by corresponding organs of the brain. 

PhljlfliBic, tiz-ik (Greek, phthisis, a con- 
sumption). Difficulty of breathing ; pul- 
monary consumption ; emaciation and 
wasting of tho body. 

Phthisis, ti-sis or thi-sis (Greek). A 
consumption occasioned by affected lungs. 

Phylacter, fe-laktur 1 (Greek, phy- 

Phylact 0 ry,fo-laktur-e j latto, to keep). 
A spwl or charm ; an amulet borne about 
the person to prevent disease. Among 
the Jews a slip of parohment worn on the 
wrist or forehead, and upon which was 
written spme sentence from Scripturo, 
sendng as a mark of religion. 

Physios, fiz-iks (Greek, physis, nature). 
The dootrino of nat\«ral bodies, their phe- 
nomena, causes, and effects, with tlioir 
various operations, affections, &c. 

Physiognomy, lizzy-onno-rny (Greek, 
physis, nature ; gnomon, a rule). The art 
or science of discovering tho character of 
the mind from tho features of the face ; 
the face or countenance as expressive of 
the temper of the mind. 

PhyBiography, fizzy - oggrah - fy 
(Greelc, pht/sis, nature ; grapho, to write). 
A description of nature, or the science of 
natural objects. 

Physiology, fizzy-ollo-jy (Greek, phy- 
sis, nature; logos, a discourse). That 
branch of naturm science which relates to 
the laws of life and the functions of living 
beings, whether animal or vegetable. 

Physique, fiz-zeok (French). The 
nervous system ; constitutional tendency or 
ohBJBSoteristic ; physical power; strength. 

Phytography, fi-toggrah-fy (Greek, 
phyUm, a ^ont ; gra]^1hO, to describe). The 
descrinUon and naming of plants. 

Phytology, fi-toUo-jy (Greek, phyton, 
a plant ; logos, a disoourse). A treatise on 
pilots ; another name for Botany. 

IPianOi po-ahno (Italian). Soft; gentle; 
Inw; in a subdued tone; opposed to /or(c. 


Piano Porte, pe-ohno fawr-te. A 
musical instrument; so named from its 
power of producing soft or loud tones. 

Piastre, pe-astur. A silver coin used 
in Spain, ltaV» Turkey, South America, 
&c. ; its value differs in various oountries, 
but generally speaking, it is worth about 
4t. id. English monoy. 

Piazza, pe-ahtza (Italian). A portico, 
or continuoa archway, supported by pil- 
lars. 

Pibroch, pi-brok. Tho martial music 
of Scottish Highlanders, consisting of a 
wild stirring melody, played on tho bag- 
pipe. 

Picador, pilikah-dawr (Spanish). A 
horseman; one who, in bull-fights, is 
armed with a spear. 

Picaroon, pikkah-roon (Italian, picare). 
A marauder ; a freebooter ; a pirate ; a 
plunderer. 

Pice, pise. The name of small copper 
coins usea in the East Indies. 

Picket, pik-et (French, piquet). In 
military affairs, a guard, consisting of a 
small number of men, kept in a state of 
constant readiness to act on tho instant of 
an alarm, and to prevent surprises. In 
fortification, a sharp or pointed stake, 
serving as a fence. 

Picnic, pik-nik. A parly in which 
every person contributes soniothing to the 
entortainnicut, or boars his share of the 
cost. 

Piets, pikts (Latin, pictus, painted). 
An ancient i^ooplo of North Britain, whose 
origin and history are somewhat obscure, 
but who resorted to the xiractice of paint- 
ing their bodies in various colours ; whenoe 
their name. 

Picturesque, piktu - resk (Itjdian, 
pitiw'esco). Literally, done in the style 
and with the spirit of a painter ; hence 
applied to that kind of beauty which is 
agreeable in a picture, as well os to all 
objects which afford fit matter for the 
painter. 

Piecemeal, pecs-meol. In pieces, or 
separate parts ; single ; sexiarated ; divided. 

Pied, pide (from pU). Variegated, or 
compost of different colours; applied 
gonerallv to animals which are vanously 
coloured or jotted. 

Pie-powder Court (corrupted from 
French, pU-pofodre^ from pied, foot ; poudro, 
dust). An ancient court of record in 
Kngland| incident to every fair and xnarketi 
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tho steward of the ownor or reoeivor of 
tolls boiog the judge. The name is said 
to be derived from the dvxly feet of the 
suitors, or because justice could be ob- 
tained there as speedily as the dust can 
fall from ih.Q f^ot. 

Pier, peer (French, pUn'e^ a stone). 
Originally, a structure made of stone, and 
raised against the violence of tho waves or 
tho action of the tides, in the sea and in 
rivers ; subsequently applied to any strong 
erection, jutting into the sea or tho river, 
constit\iting a Imrbour for protecting ships, 
a convenience for landing passengers, 
goods, &c. In architecture, the term is 
applied to a strong flat buttress projecting 
from tho face of a wall, and also to any 
wall interposed between two windows or 
other openings. 

Pietist, pi-e-tist. One of a sect of 
Protestants, who originated in Germany, 
professing great piety and purity of life, 
and devoting themselves to a mystical 
practice of religion. 

Pig-iron. ) Iron or lead as first from 

Pig-lead, j tho ore. The molted metal 
from the smelting funiace passes into fur- 
rows or moulds hollowed out in tho sand ; 
the larger mass, which sots in tho main 
furrow, is termed by tho workmen tho 
*0X0 f and those in tho smaller furrows are 
called pigs. 

Pigment, pig-ment (Latin, pigmentwrif 
from pingo, to paint). Coloured material 
used In painting ; prepared materials em- 
ployed by painters, dyers, &:c., to impart or 
imitate particular colours. 

Pigmy, pig-my (Greek, pygmaios). A 
dwarf ; anything very small in’ size; feeble; 
inconsiderable. Pigmies, in fabulous history, 
were a nation of dwarfs, said to have been 
devoured by cranes. 

Pignoration, pigno-rayshun (Latin, 
pignerOf to pawn, or pledge). The act of 
pawning or pledging. 

Pilaster, pil-aster (French, piUistre). A 
squoi'e column, sometimes standing alone, 
but more frequently sot in a wall, and 
exposing only a portion of its thickness. 

Pile, pile (Latin, pal-M, a post). A 
large st^o driven into tho earth, to sup- 
port a superstructure, or to form tho foun- 
dations of buildings, piers of bridges, &c. 

Pinchbeck, pintsh-bek. An alloy of 
copper and zinc, intended to represent 
gola; it is used in the formation of 
watch - cases, personal ornaments, and 
Other articlee. 


Pindaric, pin-darrik. In poetry, any 
composition after or in imitation of the 
manner of Pindar, tho Greek lyrical poet. 

Pineal, pi-neal. Besombling in form 
tho fruit of the pine. 

Pinion, pin-yun (Latin, pinna, awing). 
The small joint at the end of the wing of a 
bird ; a feather ; a quill ; a wing ; fetters 
or bonds for tho arms. 

Pinnace, pin-nase. A small vessel, 
navigated with oars and sails, having gen^ 
rally two masts, rigged like those of a 
schooner; one of the boats of a man-of- 
war, for conveying the officers to and 
from shore. 

Pinnacle, pinna kl (Latin, pinna, a 
wing). The highest turret or towor of a 
building ; tho top or summit of anything. 

Pinnate, pin-nato ) (Latin, pinna- 

Pinnated, pin-nay ted j feathered). 
Having several leaflets on each side. 

Pioneer, pio-ueer (French, pionnier"). 
One who goes before, to clear the way for 
Others to follow ; in the army, a soldier em- 
ployed to repair the road or clear it of 
ob^ructions, work at entrenchments, form 
mines to destroy an enemy’s works, &c. 

Piquancy, pik-ahn-sv (French, piqtier, 
to sting). Pungency ; sharpness ; figura- 
tively applied to keenness; sprightliness ; 
acuteness. 

Pique, peek (French). Offence taken ; 
ill-will; point or punctilio ; self-esteem. 

Pirouette, pir-oo-et (French). A whirl- 
ing on the toes in dancing ; the turning 
round of a horse on tho same space of 
ground. 

Piscatory, piskah-turry (Latin, piscis, 
a fish). Belatiug to fishes. 

Pistil, pis-til (Latin, pistillum). The 
female oj^an of a flower, situated in the 
centre, and forming the rudiments of the 
fruit. 

Piston, pis-tun ( French). A thin body 
of metal or other suV^stance, adapted to 
move within a cylinder, so os to move 
freoly up and down, air or water-tight. 

Pith, pith (Saxon, pllha). The soft 
spongy substance in tho centre of plants 
and trees ; marrow ; metaphorically, 
strongfth, vigour, energy ; robustness ; tne 
substance or material pazt of anything. 

Pittance, pit-tans (Froucjli, ptfaaet 
An allowance ; a small portion. Originally 
on allowanco of meat doled oiit 

monks of a monastoxy* 
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Pivot, olv-ot (French, pivot). The pin 
or short iwaft on which a body turns or 
TOTolves. In military evolutions, the sol- 
dier upon whom the different wheelings 
are made in drill>exeroise; metaphorically 
applied to that on which anything de< 
pends ; the stay or support. 

Pix, piks (Latin, pyarw, a box). Among 
Boman Catholics the little box in which 
the crucifiT. is kept, or in which the con- 
secrated wf fers, or both, are preserved. 

Placable. plSy-ka-bl (Latin, placOf to 
pacify). Willing or possible to be ap- 
peased ; that can be mitigated or assuaged ; 
ready to forgive. 

Placard, plak - ard or play - card 
(French). A written or printed paper 
posted in a public place. 

Placebo, play-seebo (Latin, placeo, to 
please). An epithet for any medicine de- 
j^igned to soothe or gratify the patient. 

Placid, plas-id (Latin, plaeulus). Gen- 
tle ; calm ; mild ; undistmmed } quiet and 
peaceful in mind. 

Plagiarism, playje»-izm (Latin, nfa- 
giariiLB, a kidnapping). A literary tneft ; 
an appropriation of the literary labours of 
another. 


a plane ; an astronomical instrument used 
in observing the motions of the heavenly 
bodies. 

Plantagenet, plan -taiiy -net. The 
surname of the ro^l family of England 
from Henry IJ. to Richard III. inclusive. 
Bo named from Latin plantar a plant, and 
genisiat the broom ; sprigs of the latter 
having been worn as a badge in the caps of 
the ancestors of Henry II. 

Plantar, plan-tar (Latin, planta, the 
sole of the foot). In anatomy, appertain- 
ing to the sole of the foot. 

Plashing, plash-ing. A method of re- 
pairing or renovating a hedge by folding or 
plaiting the young branches one within 
the other. 

Plaster of Paris. A substance other- 
wise known as the sulphate of lime. It 
derives its name from having been origi- 
nally made from a species of gypsum ob- 
tained from Montmartre, in the environs of 
Paris. 

Plastic, plas-tik (Greek, glasso, to form). 
Giving form ; capable of bemg moulded or 
modelled. Plastic art is a branch of 
sculpture which consists of forming figures 
of men and animals in plaster, clay, &c. 


Plaint, playnt (French, plaindre, to 
lament). Lamentation ; complaint ; sorrow 
expressed in words. 

Plaintiff, plain-tiif (French, plaintif, 
making complaint). One who commences 
an action at law for the recovery of a 
claim or the redressing of an injury. 

Plait, plate, or plat (Gaelic, pleat). To 
fold or double in narrow bands or strips ; 
to braid. 

Plane, plane (Latin, planus, flat). A 
level surface ; a surface without elevations 
or depressions. In geometry, a surface 
which coincides everywhere with a right 
lino. In astronomy, an imaginary surface, 
supposed to pass through any of tho curves 
described on the celestial sphere. In 
joinery, an instrument used in smoothing 
or levelling tho surface of boards, &c. 

Planet, plan-et (Greek, planeOf to wan- 
der). Literally, that which wanders; ap- 
plied to a wandering star, as distinguish^ 
from flxed stars ; a oelestifd body revolving 
round another ; a body which revolves about 
tho sun as a centre, v^ith a limited amount 
of eccentricity. 

Planisphere, plannis-feer (Latin, pla- 
nus, plain ; mkcmt, a sphere or globe). A 
projection of a sphere and its circles upon 


Plateau, plah-to (French). A broad 
flat space ; a level tract of land ; a kind of 
tray on which an epergno or candelabrum 
is placed. 

Plated, play-tod. Overlaid with silver 
or gold ; covered with plate ; armed with 
plate ; beaten into plates. 

Platina, plattin-ah. ) A metal which 

Platinum, plattin-um. ) is found in flat 
grains of a greyish-white colour, like tar- 
nished steel, and containing always some 
other metal. When pure, it resembles 
X>olished steel, has twice the density of 
silver, and is considerably harder ; it is 
malleable, ductile, and unalterable in air or 
water, and retains its polish even in a wliite 
heat. It is about half the value of geld. 

Platitude, platty-tude. Insipidity; 
flatness ; dulness ; a portion of written or 
printed matter, wliich is dull and insipid 
in the extreme. 

Platonic, plah-tonnik. Relating to 
Plato or his philosophy; Platonic love 
denotes a pure spiritual affection subsisting 
between the sexes, having regard to no 
other object than the mind and its 
beauties. 
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of Boldiers placed between Bqnadrons of 
horse to sustain them; or a small body 
acting- together, but separate from tho 
main body. 

Plaudit, plawd-it (Latin, plaudot to 
praise). Applause ; praise bestowed ; a 
shout of commendation. 

Plausible, plawzy-bl (Latin, to 

praise). Adapted to win approbation 
superficially ; having a fair appearance ; 
specious; apparently right and satisfac- 
tory. 

Plea, pleo (Old French, plaid). That 
which is advanced in pleading; anything 
urged in defence, excuse, or vindication. 
In law, that which is alleged by a party in 
support of a demand, but in a more limited 
and technical sense, tho answer of the 
defendant to tho plaintiil’s declaration. 

Plebeian, plee-bc-yan (Latin, plehst the 
common people). One of the common 
people, or a person of the lower ranks of 
society. Amongst tho Komans, that por- 
tion of the community which was distin- 
guished from the senatorian and equestrian 
order; and especially opposed to pa(ricfan-. 

Plenary, plee-nary (Latin, plenuSf full). 
Full; complete; entire; ample; whole. 

Plenipotentiary, plonnip - po - ten - 
shurry (Latin, pl&msj full ; poientia, power). 
A person who is vested with full power and 
commission to do anything. Tho word is 
chiefly understood of the ministers sent by 
princes or states, to treat of peace, mar- 
riages, and other important matters. 

Plenitude, plenny-tude (Latin, plenus^ 
full). Fulness; completeness; abundance 
or excess. 

Pleonasm, pleoon-azm (Greek, pUon, 
more), Eedundancy ; the use of a greater 
number of words than are necessary to 
express tho meaning; sometimes intro- 
duced to give additional energy, as, I saw 
it with my own eyes at other times needless 
and ungraceful, as, My banks, they are fur- 
nished with bees.” 

Plethora, plettho-rah {Gredkfpleiho, to 
£11). Fulness of habit ; excess of blood in 
the system ; superabundance of humours. 

Pleurisy, plewry-sy (Greek, pleuron, 
the side). Aji inflammation -vf the mem- 
brane which covers the inside (fe'the thorax, 
Aid invests the lungs. 

Pliable, plyah-bl (French, plier, to 
send). £a^ to be bent ; flexible ; re^ly 
persuaded. 


Plight, plit© (Saxon, plihton, to pledge, 
or to expose to perplexity). To pledge ; 
to give as surety ; to stake as security fot 
the performance of some act, or the nilftl- 
ment of specified conditions. The same 
term is also applied to a state of risk, hazard, 
danger, or peril 

Plinth, plinth (Greek, plinihos, a brick). 
Tho square part under a pedestal, forming 
tho lowest member of a column, wall, &c. 
anything shaped like a brick. 

Plodding, plod-ding (Dutch, ploeghjeni^ 
to ply). Slow movement ; continuous 
labour ; steady and laborious employment. 

Ploughshare, plow-share. Tho part 
of the plough which cuts the land at the 
bottom of the furrow, and raises the slice 
to the mould-board which turns it over. 

Plumbline, plum-line. An instrument 
chiefly used by builders, consisting of 
leaden bob, suspended to the end of aline,' 
used to determine the pe^endicularity of 
their structures to the horizon. The plumb 
rule is used- for the same purpose ; but in 
this tho bob is suspended to the end of 
a straight board, with a line traced down 
the miadle, so that when the edge of the 
board is placed against the wall, or other 
object, the plumbline shall exactly coincide 
with tho lino marked upon tho board. 

Plummet, plum-met. A piece of 
lead.attached to a line, used in sounding 
the depth of water. See Plumbline. 

Plumule, ploom-ule (Latin, pumulaf a 
little feather). In botany, tho expanding 
embryo or germ of a plant within.tne seed, 
resembling a small plume or feather. 

Pluperfect Tense (Latin, plusquam 
perfectuMf more than perfect). In gram- 
mar, the tense which denotes that an action 
was finished at a certain period to which 
the speaker refers. 

Plural, ploo-ral (Latin, pluralis). Con- 
sisting of or relating to more than one. 

Pluralist, plooral-ist. A clergyman 
who holds more than one benefice. 

Plus, plus (Latin, plus, more). In 
algebra, the namo of the character +, which 
denotes that the quantity before which -kt 
is placed is additive. 

Pluvial, ploovy-al ) (L^tin, pluvia. 

Pluvious, ploovy-us ) rain). Pertain* 
ing to rain ; rainy ; watery. 

Pneumatic, nu-mattik I (Greek 

Pneumatical, nu-mattiV-^ ipmo, 
breathe). Consisting of or pertaining 
air ; moved by air. 
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Pneumonia^ nu - motiy - ah (Groek, 
pneiimon% the lung). Inflammation of the 
mega 

PooOt po'ko (Italian). In music, a term 
■Ignifying little; as poeo largo, a little slowly. 

Podesta, po-destah. A name for one 
of the cMef magistrates in Genoa and 
Venice. 


Poet Xiaureate, po-ot lawry ate. A 
poet whose ostensible duty is to compose 
oirth'day odes and other congratulatory 
poems, in honour of the sovereign in whose 
service he is retained ; but these services 
are now dispensed with, although the office 
remaiBs. 

Poignant, poy-nant (French, noigner, 
to pierce). ; piercing ; painful ; keen ; 

stinging. 

Point - blank, poynt - blank {point, 
and French hlanc, white). The white mark 
or a target or other object, at which aim 
is taken. In shooting point-blank, the ball 
is supposed to move directly to the object, 
without curve. Metaphorically applied to 
scything said or done in a direct manner. 


Point d’appui, pwoynt - dapwee 
(French). Point of support, or supporting 
point. 

Pointed, poyn-ted. Having a sharp 
point ; discourse aimed at a particular per- 
son, or a special purpose. Pointed style, 
in architecture, is the style usually called 
Cothic, in which all the arches are pointed at 
the top. 

Poise, poyze (Welsh, pwvs, weight). 
Weight; balance; force tending to the 
centre; equilibrium; that which causes 
bodies to descend. • 


Polar, po-lar (Greek, polos, a pole). 
Relating to the poles of the eaith ; near 
the polo; issuing from the regions near 
the poles ; relating to the magnetic pole, 
or to the point to which the needle is 
directed. 

Polarity, po-larry-ty. In physics, the 
apposition of two forces in bodies, or that 
quality of a body by virtue of which 
peculiar properties reside in certain points : 
usually, as in magnetised and electrifiea 
bodies, properties of attraction and repul- 
sion, or the power of taking a particular 
direction when freely suspended. 

Polamio, po-2emmik 

Polemical, po-lemmik~al 

OoatroTonDal ; disputative ; en 

porting a doctrine or system b;^ contro- 

▼Wiy. 


Policy, poUis-sy (Greek, polis, a city, 
or state). The art of government, e*»po- 
cially in its relation to foreign powers. 
Prudence in the management of private 
affairs; stratagem; cunniug, or dexterity 
of management. In insurance, a contract 
of indemnity between the insurer and the 
insured ; the writing containing the terms 
or conditions of a contract of insurance. 


Politic, pollit-ik (Greek, politicos, from 
polls , a city). Wise ; prudent ; aitful ; 
sagacious in devising and executing moa> 
Bures ; wise in adapting tho moans to the 
end ; prudent ; provident. 

Political Economy. A term used 
to denote the administration of the revenues 
of a nation or state ; or the management 
and regulation of its resources, and pro- 
ductive property and labour. It also com- 
prehends the various measures which are 
taken tt) direct the property and labour of 
a country into such channels as shall secure 
success to individual enterprise, and produce 
the greatest amount of public pros}>ei ity. 

Politics, point-iks. Tho science of 
government ; a branch of ethics which con- 
sists in the management of the affairs of a 
nation or state, for its preservation, peace, 
and prosperity. 

Pollution, poMowshun (Latin, polluo, 
to deflle). The act of defiling ; corruption 
stain ; the effect of sin. 

Poltroon, pol-troon (French, poltron\ 
A coward; a dastard; a mean-spirited 
fellow. Said to be derived from pollice 
tinincus, maimed in the thumb ; from tho 
fact of persons thus injuring themselves U 
escape serving as soldiers. 

Poly, Pol (Greek, polgs, many). A 
Greek prefix, denoting many or much. 

Polygamy, po-liggali -my (Greek, 
pol^s, many: gamia, marriage). A state 
of intermarriage with many at the same 
time ; a plurality of wives or of husbands. 

Polyglot, polly-glot (Greek, polys, 
many ; ^otta, a tongue). Containing many 
langu^es ; one who knows many lan- 
guages : a book containing many tongues, 
particularly the Holy Scriptui’es. 


Polygon, polly-gon (Greek, polys, 
many; gonia, an an^e). A geometrical 
figure of many sides and angles. 

Polymathy, po-Umma-thy (Greek, 
polys, many; mathano, to learn). The 
knowledge of many arts and sciences; 
acquaintance with many branches of learn- 
ing, or with various Buojecta- 
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Polyphonic^ polly-fonnik (Greek, 
polypi many ; phoMf sound). Having or 
consisting of many sounds or voices. 

Polysyllable, polly-sillah-bl (Greek, 
polys^ many; syllalef a syllable). Con- 
sisting of many syUablos; having more 
,han three syllables. 

Polytechnic, polly - toknik (Greek, 
mlys, many ; iechnef art). Comprehending 
many arts. 

Polytheism, pollith - eeizm (Greek, 
polySf many; TheoSt God). The doctrine 
of a plurality of gods. 

Pomade, po-mahd (Latin, 'pomtm, an 
apple). Originally, jiorfumed ointment 
made up in little balls; now applied to any 
fragrant ointment, such as is used for the 
hair. 

Pommel, pum-mel (Latin, pouiuni^ an 
apple, or round, as an apple). A little 
ball ; anything round or protuberant, as 
the pommel of a sword, the pommel of a 
saddle. 

Ponderosity, pondur-ossy-ty (Latin, 

J mnduSf weight). The quality of being 
icavy ; weight ; gravity ; heaviness. 

Ponderous, pondur-us (Latin, pondus, 
weight). Weighty ; massive ; very heavy ; 
metaphorically, of great weight or mo- 
ment ; important ; forcible. 

Poniard, pen-yard (French, p)oi(jnard, 
from the Latin puuyo, to pierce or stab). 
A dagger or short sword ; a weapon which 
pierces or stabs. 

Pontiff, pon - tif (Latin, pontifex^ a 
priest). A chief or high priest; in Eng- 
land, applied to the Po^ie. The (lerivation 
of the word ponlt/ex is said to bo from 
pons, abridge, and/ucto, to make, because 
the first bridge over the Tiber was con- 
structed and consecrated by the chief 
priest. 

Pontificals, pon-tiflfik-als. The full 
dross and ornaments of a chief priest or 
bishop. 

Pontoon, pon-toon (French, ponton). 
A floating bridge, formed of flat-bottomed 
boats, anchored in two lines, with planks 
laid across for the passage of soldiers and 
military stores ; also the name for the boats 
themsehes, of which such a bridge is made. 

Poop, poop. The highest and aftermost 
part of a ship^s dock. 

Popexy, pope-ery. The relimon per- 
taining to the ro|>o and the Cnurch of 
Romo. 


Popuajay, poppin-jay (Spanish, papa- 
aayo), A general name for all parrots; 
nonce, metaphorically applied to one all 
noise and finery ; a prating coxcomb. 

Populace, poppu-las (Latin, popultis, 
the people). The common people ; the 
multituclo ; the many. 

Popular, poppu-lar (Latin, populuB, 
the people). Of or belonging to ihe 
people ; suitable to the people ; beloved by 
the people. 

Porcine, pore-sine (Latin, porous, a 
pig). Pertaining to swine ; like a hog. 

Pore, pore (Greek, povos, a passage). 
A small invisible hole, like those in the 
skin, through which the perspiration and 
vapours pass out of the body. 

Porosity, po-rossy-te (Greek, poros, a 
passage). The quality of having pores. 

Porous, po-riis. Having passages in 
the skm or substance of tho body ; huving 
small apertures or interstices. 

Portable, portah-bl (Latin, poi'to, to 
carry). That may bo carried ; easily 
removable ; not bulky or heavy ; adapted 
to bo borne about tho person, or with 
tho owner. 

Portal, pore-tal (Italian, portella), Tho 
arch over a door or gate ; an opening for 
entrance ; tho lesser gate, where there are 
tvro of diiferont dimensions at tho entrance. 

Portcullis, port-kiillis (French, porfe, 
a gate ; coulisse, a groove). A strong 
grating of timber, fenced with iron, and 
made to slide up and down, in a groove of 
solid stone-work within the arch of , tho 
portal of old castles, to be lot down in case 
of surjirise, to bar the entrance of on 
enemy. 

Porte, port© (Latin, porto, a gate). 
Tho Ottoman Court, so called from tho 
gate of the Sultan’s palace, where justice 
is administered, as the Sublime Porto. 

Portentous, por-tentus (Latin, por- 
iendo, to hold out, or show). Foreboding ; 
ominous ; betokening good or ill. 

Portfolio, porte-folo-yo (Latin, porio, 
to carry ; folium, a leaf). A portable case 
for papers, drawings, &c. 

Portico, porty-ko (Latin, pot'licus). In 
architecture, a long covered place, com- 
posed either of vaults supported by arcades 
or of fiat roofs supported by pillars, the 
sides being open. 

Portland Stone. A kind of stono 
found in tho island of Portlpivi. It soft 
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when quarried, but hardens by exposure 
to the atmosphere. 

' . Portly, port-ley. Of a large and full 
person ; commanding in appearance ; noble 

n oarri^e ; bulky ; corpulent. 

Portmanteau, porte-manto (French, 
porUi', to carry; manieaUj a cloak). A 
case or trunk originally designed to hold a 
mantle or cloak ; but now used as a recep- 
tacle for wearing apparel generally, and 
personal effects. 

Portmonnaie, porte-monny. A purse 
made of leather and furnished with a clasp, 
to carry money, &c. in, about the person. 

Portray, pore-tray (French, 
from Latin, protrafieret to draw out). To 
paint ; to draw ; to describe by picture. 

Pose, poze (Latin, 'posituSy from ponOy 
to put down). To puzzlo; to perplex or 
confound with a difficulty; to put a 
question or proposition difficult of being 
answered. 

Pose, poze (French). Posture ; attitude ; 
deportment. 

PoBOlogy, po-sollo-jy (Greek, pososy 
how much ; LogoSy a discourse). In medical 
practice, tne science of doses. 

Posse, pos-se (Latin, to be able). Tn 
law, a possibility, or that which may be 
possible, in contradistinction to that which 
18 actually in existence. Posse comitatus, 
literally, power of the county, which the 
sheriff is empowered to raiso in case of 
riot, said to be all knights and other men, 
above the age of fifteen, able to travel 
within the county. 

Post, poste. A Latin preposition, sig- 
nifying dijter, as in the following instances. | 
Post mwrtem, examination, an examination | 
after death. Post facto law^a law made | 
after the act is committed. Post obit bondy \ 
an agreement on the receipt of money by 
the ^ligor to pay a larger sum, exceeding 
the legs! rate of interest, upon the death 
of the person from whom he, the obligor, 
has some expectations if ho survive him. 
Post date, to date after the real time, or 
the time of writing. Post captain, in the 
royal navy, is one placed for the first op- 
portunity of regular preferment, being the 
naval rank next above that of a com- 
mander, and immediately below that of an 
admimL 

Posterity, pos-tony-ty (Latin, «<?#- 
Uriias), Those who are bom or live 
after ; . descendants : succeeding genera- 
tions; ohildren. 


Postern, pos-tum (French, posUmfy 
A small back gate, or narrow door. 

Posthumous, poste-hewmus (Latin, 
post. Biter; huinatus, buried). Bom after 
the death of the father, or taken from the 
dead body of the mother. Proauoed or 
published after the death of the author. 

Post Meridian, post my-riddy-an 
(Latin, post, after; meridies, noon -day). 
Being in or belonging to the afternoon. 

Postpone, poste -pone (Latin, post, 
after ; pono, to place). To put off or delay; 
to set aside for somo future time. 

Postscript, posto-skript (Latin, post, 
after ; scriptum, a writing). That which is 
written after, or added to a letter. 

Postulant, posttu-lant (Latin, postulo, 
to entreat or demand). One who makes a 
demand. 

Postulate, posttu-late (Latin, postu- 
latum, a request or demand). In logic and 
philosophy, a position assumed without 
proof, or one which is considered as self- 
evident. It differs from an axiom in being 
put as a request or petition. 

Posy, po-zy (a contraction from poesy), 
A motto or verse upon a ring ; a nosegay. 
Posy originally meant verses presents 
with a nosegay of flowers, and hence the 
term came to be applied to the fiowers 
themselves. 

Potash, pot-ash. The name commonly 
given to the vegetable fixed alkali from the 
ashes of plants ; so called because it is 
obtained from the lixivium of the ash 
which remains from the incineration of 
certain vegetables by evaporation in iron 
poi». 

Potent, po-tent (Latin, potentia, from 
possum, to be able). Powerful ; strong ; 
mighty ; possessing great authority ; of 
great efficacy ; morally powerful. 

Potentate, poten-tate (French, potenr- 
tat). A monarch; a sovereign prince ; oiio 
who has great power. 

Potential, po-tonshal (Latin, potoi^ 
tialis). Existing in possibility, not in act ; 

P owerful ; efficacious ; expressing power. 

Potential mood, in grammar, that form of 
the verb which is used to express the 
power, possibility, liberty, or necessity of 
action, indicated by may or can. 

Potion, po-shun (Latin, poto, to drink). 
A draught; a dose; a liquid medicinS. 

Pot Valiant, pot ral-yant. Madt 
oouragqous by liquor. 
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Potmdage, pownd-aje. A oextalii 
Bum of money deducted from a pound ; a 
tax or duty levied, at a certain rate per 
pound. 

Power-loom. A loom worked by some 
mecha^cal force, as water, steam, &o. 

Pragmatic, prag-mattik \ (Greek, 

Pr agmatieal,prag-mattik-al i prag^ 
via, from jn^asso, to do). Able to do or act ; 
acting officiously or busily ; meddling ; 
impertinently officious. Pragmatic sanc- 
tion, in civil law, a rescript or answer of 
the sovereign, delivered bv the advice of 
his council or college, order, or body of 
people, who consult him in relation to the 
affairs of the community. 

Prairie, pra-ry (Latin, pi'aum^ a mea- 
dow). A name commonly used in America, 
to denote those remarkable natural mea- 
dows, or plains, which characterise the 
valley of the Mississippi, and a great pai*t of 
Texas, and are very common in other 
localities. 

Pratique, prat-eek. In commorco, a 
term used to signify a licence for inter- 
course with a place iffter quarantine. 


Precentor, pre-sentur (Latin, prof, 
before; canto, to sing). One who sings 
first, or leads a choir ; the leader of vocal 
music in church. In Scottish churches, 
the leader of the congregation in the 
psalmody. 

Precept, pre-sept (Latin, praicipio, to 
command). A rule or moral law ; a direc- 
tion or command ; a mandate given by a 
'superior. 

Preceptor, pre-septur (Latin, praicep^ 
tor). A teacher ; an instructor ; a school- 
master. 

Precinct, pre-sinkt (Latin, prcecinctus, 
encompassed). A boundary; an outward 
limit ; territory comprehended within the 
limits of authority or jurisdiction. 

Precipice, pressy-pis (Latin, prceceps, 
headlong). A steep place, from which a 
erson cannot descend without falling down 
oadlong. 

Precipitate, pre-sippy-tate (Latin, 
prceceps, headlong). To tnrow or fall head- 
long; to urge forward hurriedly ; to hasten 
unexpectedly or rashly ; in chemistry, tc 
separate and throw down, as sediment. 


Pravity, pravvy-ty (Latin, pravas, 
crooked, evil). Deviation from right; 
perversion ; wickedness ; corruption ; a 
state wherein anything has lost its perfec- 
tion. 

Praxis, praks-is (Greek). Use; prac- 
tice ; an example to teach practice. 

Pre-Adamite, pre-addam-ito. Tliat 
which lived or had being prior to the 
existence of our first parents ; one who 
believes that Adam was not the first human 
inhabitant of the earth. 

Preamble, pre-ambul (Latin, pree, 
before ; amhulo, to go). That which goes 
or comes before, as preparatory or intro- 
ductory remarks ; preliminary discourse ; 
preface. 

Prebend, preb-end (Latin, preeheo, to 
afford). A stipend or maintenance granted 
out of the estate of a cathedral or collegiate 
church. 

I^ecarious, pre-kary-us (Latin, precor, 
to pray or entreat). Depending on the 
will of another ; uncertain ; unsettled ; 
doubtful. 


Precede, ^re-seed (Latin, pra 
' * * ' tim< 


to 
to go 


To go before in 
Before in rank or place. 

Precedent, pressy-dent(Latin, prcscedo, 
to go before). Something done or said 
bcforei which serrcB as a rule or example. 


Precise, pre-sise (Latin, proscido, to 
pare). E.xact ; strict ; formal ; having 
strict and determinate limitations ; rigor- 
ously confined or restricted. 

Precisian, pre-sizhan. A strict ob- 
server of rules ; one who is rigidly exact ; 
one who limits or restrains. . 

Preclude, pre-klude (Latin, pne, 
before ; cludo, to shut). To stop or 
hinder ; to shut out, or debar from 
access, possession, or enjoyment; to pre- 
vent from taking place. 

Precocious, pre-ko-shus (Latin, prcp, 
before ; coguo, to cook, or prepare). Ori- 
ginally ap^ed to things f/aked or matured 
by the sun before the time ; hence, pre- 
maturely ripe or forward ; iprematuro de- 
velopment of the mental or physical 
powers. 

Precognition, jireekog-nishun (Latin, 
pree, before; cognitio, knowledge). Pre- 
vious knowledge; antecedent examina- 
tion. 

Preconcerted, preekon-serted. Con- 
trived or settled ooforehand ; planned 
previous to putting into execution ; mu- 
tually agreed upon. 

Precursor, pre-kursur (Latin, pfct, 
before ; cwrro, to run). A forerunner ; a 
harbinger ; he or that which precedes and 
indicates an event. 
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predatory, preddah - turry (Latin, 
plunder). Plundering ; pillaging ; 
dying upon plunder or rapine. 

Predecessor, preody-sessur (Latin, 
nrof, before ; decedo, to depart). One who 
has preceded another in the same office, 
bu6ino.<s8, &o. ; an ancestor. 

Predestination, pre-desty - nayshun 
(Xatin, pvo!, before ; destinOf to appoint), 
^e act of appointing beforehand by an 
unchangeable purpose; decreeing or fore- 
ordaining whatsoever may come to pass. 

Predicament, pre-dikka-ment (Latin, 
preUicamentuni), In logic, a category ; a 
series or order ; class or kind described by 
definite characteristics or marks ; applied 
in a general sense to condition ; particular 
situation or state. 

Predicate, preddy-kato (Latin, prtc- 
dico, to affirm). To affirm one thing of 
another; in logio, something affirmed or 
denied of the subject. 

Predict, pre-dikt (Latin, pree, before ; 
dico, to toll). To, fore toll; to prophesy; 
to foreshadow or foreshow something that 
is to happen. 

Predileotion, proody-lekshun (Latin, 
ra, before ; diligOf to love). A liking 
eforohand ; prepossession in favour of 
any person or thing ; previous choice. 

Predisposed, preedis-pozde (Latin, 
prtT, before ; and dispose). Previously 
inclined to ; fitted for or adapted to pre- 
viously ; propensity, impression, or pur- 
pose, existing beforehand. 

Predominate^ pro-dommin-ate (Lat., 
pros, before; dominor, to nile). To rule 
supreme ; to prevail ; to have controlling 
inntienoe; to possess superior strength 
or means. 

Pre-eminent, pro-emmin-ent (Latin, 
pro?, before, or above ; emuw, to bo emi- 
nent). Having excellence superior to 
others ; exalted above others ; illustrious ; 
conspicuous. 

Pre-emption, pre-empshun (Latin, 
pros, before ; emptio, a buying.) The 
right of purchasing before others ; a first 
or prior claim of purchase. 

PreflakOe, pref-aso (Latin, pres, before ; 
/or, to ^pealc). Somotbing used as pre- 
pimtory, or introductory; preamble; pro- 
logue a discourse preis^ed to^a book. 

Prefect, pre-fekt ^latin, pros, over; 
fqcio, to flfot). A governor or commander 
m a province or city. To Franceti a pr^f^ 


is a chief magistrate or governor, invested 
with the general administration of a depart- 
ment. 

Preference, preffer-ons (Latin, pros, 
before ; fero, to bear). The act of bringing 
forward or placing before another; To 
choose before ; to value or esteem more. 

Preferment, pre-fermont (Latin, pros, 
before ; feroy to Iroar). Advancement to a 
higher office or dignity ; station or dignity ; 
superior place or office. 

Prefigure, pro-fig-yur (Latin, wee, 
before; JigurOy to fashion). To exhibit 
beforehand by a type or similitude. 

Prefix, pro-fiks (Latin, pree, before; 
jigOy to fix). To put or fix before, or at 
the beginning of another thing; to appoint 
beforehand; a particle put before a word 
to vary its signification. 

Pregnant, prog-nant (Latin, presy 
before; gcumtOy to beget). Being with 
young; teeming; fruitful; hence, full of 
consequence; important. 

Prehensile, pro-hcnsil (Latin, preMndo, 
to seize). Seizing; grasping; adapted to 
seize or grasp. 

Prejudice, prejju-dis (Latin, pvw, 
before ; to judge). Previous judg- 

ment, without trial or examination; opinion 
formed without reason ; previous bios ; 
injury; wrong; harm. 

Prelate, prol-ate (Latin, proslatus, pre- 
ferred). An ecclesiastic of the highest 
order ; an archbishop, bishop, or patriarch. 

Prelection, pre-lekshun (Latin, pros, 
before: lego, to read). Properly, the 
lesson or reading of the master prior to 
that of the student, or other person, and 
preparatory to it; applied generally to a 
reading, lecture, or discourse read in public 
or to a select company. 

Preliminary, pro-limmin-ary (Latin, 
pros, before ; limeiiy a threshold). Previous ; 
introductory; that which precedes the 
main discourse or proceeding; somotbing 
preparatory. 

Prelude, pre-ludo (Latin, pne, before ; 
ludo, to play). Literallv, to play before- 
hand, as a few bars or short air of music 
before a full piece or concert; hence, to 
introduce with a previous performance, or 
as preparatory of that which is to follow. 

Premature, premmat-yur, or preemah- 
tm*e (Latin, pros, before; matwm, ripe). 
Eipe too soon ; ripe before the season ; too 
early; too hasty in believing, saying, 
doing; wanting due authonticotion* 
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fifemeditate, pre-mod<ly-tete (Latin, 

fTCBf 1:)efore; m editor, to meditate). To 
think or contrive beforehand; to fix tho 
thoughts previously with care and anxiety ; 
to contemplate ; to reflect upon. 

Premier, prom-yur orpreom-yur(Lat., 
first). Tho first, or chief; prin- 
cipal ; the prime minister, or first minister 
uf state. 

Premunire, proomu-niry (Latin, pree- 
luoneo, to forewarn). A writ issued against 
those offences which consist of introdiicing 
a foreign authority into England, in oppo- 
sition to that of the sovereign. A person 
ag-aiust whom a premunire is issued for- 
feits thereupon the sovereign’s protection, 
and has his property and estates confiscated, 
and occasionally rank and title annulled. 

Premise, pre-mize (Latin, before; 
mitlo, to put). To explain or lay down 
beforehand; to speak or write as intro- 
ductory. 

Premises, premmy-sez. In logic, the 
first two propositions of a syllogism, from 
which tho conclusion is drawn ; also, pro- 
lositions antecedently proposed or proved, 
n law, lands, tenements, &c., mentioned in 
tho preamble of a lease or deed. 

Premium, preemy-yum (T^tin). A 
reward ; a prize ivon by success ; a bounty 
offered to incite to diligence ; a prize offered 
for a 8j.>ecifio recovery ; the recompense 
to underwriters for insurance. A sura per 
cent, on loans, distinct frqm fixed interest. 

Prepossess, preepo-zess (Latin, pree, 
before ; powo, to put). To take or hold 
previously ; to conceive a previous opinion 
of; to prejudge; to bias; to influence 
favourably. 

Preposterous, pro-poster-us (Latin, 
pree, before ; posterus, latter). Reversed 
in order ; having or placing the last first, 
and the first last; perverted; wrong; 
absurd; foolish. 

Pre-Raphaelite, pre-raf-yal-ite. A 
school of modem artists, who profess to 
follow tho mode of study and expression of 
tho early painters who flourished before 
tho time of Hapimel, and whose principal 
theory of action is a rigid adherence to 
natural and actual forms and effects, in con- 
tradistinction to the stylo or rendering of 
any particular school of art. 

Prerogative, pre-roggah-tiv (Latin, 
pror, before ; rogo, to demand). An exclu- 
sive or peculiar priviloM ; a right exercised 
before others ; personal preference. Royal 
fr«i'oyatmf implies that special pFe*emi‘ 


nence which a sovereign has, not only over 
other persons, but over the ordinary course 
of tho common law, in right of the regal 
dignity. 

Presage, pres-aje (Latin, pros, before; 
tagio, to perceive or foretell). To foie- 
show ; to forebode ; to Imve a presenti- 
ment ; to foretell. 

Presbyterian, presby-teery-an. Tho 
name applied to a sect of Protestants, who 
maintain that tho government of tho Church 
appointed in the Now Testament was by 
jireshyieries, that is, by ruling elders a.id 
ministers associated in its government and 
discipline. The term is derived from tho 
Greek, preshw, cider. 

Prescience, proo-she-onso (Latin, 
prw, before; scientia, knowledge). Fore- 
knowlodgo ; knowledge of things or events 
before they occur. 

Prescribe, pre-skribo (Latin, pree; 
scribo, to write). To direct; to order; to 
give law; to settle by previoub appoint- 
ment or direction ; to give a written direc- 
tion as a remedy. 

Prescriptive, pre-8kriptiv(Latin,praj; 
scrihOf to write). Established by custom ; 
consisting of or founded upon long usage ; 
preceding rule. 

Presentiment, pre-zonty-ment (Latin, 
pree, before ; sentio, to perceive). Previous 
notion or feeling ; apprehension of evil ; 
previous conception ; misgiving. 

Presentment, pre-zentment. Act 
of presenting ; appearance to the view ; in 
law, the notice taken by a grand jury of 
any offence from their personal knowledge 
or observation, without any bill of indict- 
ment, and on which an indictment must be 
afterwards framed, before he who is pre- 
sented can bo called upon to answer it. 
Tho term, in its more general application, 
comprehends inquisitions of office, and 
indictments. 

Presents. In law, a term employed 
for a deed of conveyance, a lease, or other 
written instrumont,as in the phrase,'' Know 
all men by those presents that is, tho 
writing itself ; in Latin, Per presentes. 

Press. A term employed to denote the 
daily and weekly public journals; also 
applied eUiptically to tho representatives 
of those journals. In a more general scnie^ 
the press moans the publications which are 
issued through the means of printing. 

Prestige, pres - tee j. A favourable 
impression created by a person’s antece- 
dents ; fame or good opinion established 
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by previous achievements ; charm ; expec- 
tation; iDtuion. The word is dez-ivod from 
the Latin, iwmtimaty jugglers’ tricks, sleight 
of hand ; thus dazzling the eyes by their 
rapidity ; imposing upon, and exciting 
roudor and admiration. 

Preterit, prettor • it (Latin, prcetery 
•eyond). A term in grammar applied to 
the tense which expresses an action per- 
fectly passed or finished, but without a 
specmcation of time ; it is also called the 
perfect Unee, 

Preternatural, preetur - nattu - ral 
(Latin, prosier, beyond ; and natural). Be- 
yond the bounds of Nature ; something ex- 
traordinary, yet not miraculous; in dis- 
tinction from tupermiUiral. 

Prevaricate, pro-varry-kate (Latin, 
prosvarieoT, to shift from one side to the 
other). Literally, to move crookedly out 
of a straight line ; hence, to swerve from 
truth and honesty ; to shuffle or quibble ; 
to act or speak evasively. 

Prevision, pre-vizzhun (Latin, was, 
before ; video, to see). Foresight ; fo^e- 
knowledgo ; the faculty of seeing or knov/- 
ing beforehand. 

Price Current. In commerce, a list 
publicly issued, in which are enumerated the 
various articles of merchandise, with their 
prices, the importand export duties to which 
they are subject, with the drawback occa- 
sionally allowed upon their being ex- 
ported. 

Prima Ponna, proe-mah don-nah 
(Italian). A female singer who takes the 
principal parts. 

Prima facie, pri-mah fay-she (Latin, 
on the first view). In law, that which 
appears at first sight, before the case is 
ar^ied or evidence adduced. 

Primarily, prymur-ally (Latin, primiw, 
first). In the first place; as onginally 
desired or intended ; originally. 

Primate, pri-mate (Latin, primus, 
first). The chief ecclesiastic in a church ; 
the highest among the clergy; an arch- 
bishop. 

Primeval, pri-meeval n^jatin, primus, 
first; anfum, age). Ori^nm; of the first 
time or earliest ages. 

Priming, pri-ming. , The powder laid 
in the pan d! a gun, having a Hint lock, to 
receive the fire i^m the steel, and being 
thus ignited, to fire the powder of the 
ahaige. In peintit^i the first ooat or colour 
Uddon. 


Primitive, primmy-tiv (Jjatin, primus^ 
first). Established from the first ; original ; 
ancient ; formal, ha grammar, an original 
word, in contradistinction from a derivative; 
thus, heaven is a prirmiivQ', heavenly, a deri- 
vative. 

Primogeniture, primo - jennit - yur 
(Latin, pmmm, first; genitus, begotten). 
The state of being bom first or earliest ; 
seniority by birth among children. In law, 
the right which belongs to the eldest son or 
daughter. 

Prince. A title applied to sovereigns 
generally, and also given to rulers, who 
exercise the functions of government in an 
independent manner, even though they 
enjoy the privilege by the will of another. 

Principal, prinsy-pal (Latin, princi- 

{ mlis, chief). Chief; head or loader; 
lighost in rank, power, or authority ; most 
important ; the first, chief, or capital sum 
of money, as distinguished from the interest, 
or the gain produced from it. 

Principality, prinsy-pally-te (Latin, 
pHndpalis, chief). The domain of a prince 
or sovereign ; one invested with sove- 
reignty ; the country which gives title to a 
prince, ns i\iQ principality of Wales, 

Principia, prin-sip-yah (Latin). First 
principles ; constituent parts. 

Principle, prinsy-pl {ljai\n,principmm, 
a beginning). Original cause ; elementary 
being ; the source or origin whence things 
proceed ; a foundation ; a motive ; a 
general truth ; a tenet or position on 
which morality is founded. In chemiatry, 
a constituent part. 

Prior, pri-ur (Latin). The first in tlie 
order of time ; former ; anterior ; antecedent ; 
also, the name for a superior of a convent. 

Priory, priur-ry. A convent, next in 
dignity to an abbey. 

Prism, pnym (Greek, vrisma, some- 
thing cut off). A solid, the oases and ends 
of which are equal, similar, and parallel ; 
an optical glass used in exporimoats on 
light and colours, of the form of a prism, 
which separates the rays of light passing 
through it, in consequence of the different 
dmees of refrangibUity that take place in 
different parts of the same ra>. 

Prismatic, priz-mattik (French, pm- 
mati^uc)* Formed like a prism; proar''ed, 
dis^buted, or separated by a prism 
Prismatic colonirs are those manifested by 
the decomposition of a ray of light in passing 
through a glass prism ; they oompnse vio- 
let» indigo, blue, green, yellow, orange, red. 
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Pristine, pris-iin or pris-teen (lAtin, 
pt'tus, former.) First ; original ; ancient ; 
accustomed ; wonted ; dating from or per- 
taining to an earlier state or period. 

Prithee, prith-ee. Corruption of pray 
thee. 

Privateer, privah-teer. A ship or 
vessel of war fitted out hy private indivi- 
duals, and permitted by Government to 
seize or plunder the ships of an enemy in 
war. Unless the licence or commission of 
Government be accorded, such vessel is 
regarded as a pirate. 

Privative, priwah-tiv (Latin, privOf 
to deprive). Causing privation or loss ; 
depriving a thing of that which belongs to 
it ; characterised by the absence of some- 
thing. In grammar, a prefix to a word, 
whi<m changes its signification and imparts 
to it an opposite sense, as %m in unworthy. 
Sometimes it takes the form of an affix, as 
less in houselessy childless^ &c. 

Privy CounciL An executive body, 
pertaining to British polity, with whoso co- 
operation the Cro^^^n issues proclama- 
tions, which, if in accordance with the law, 
are binding on the subject. A privy 
council is never held without the presence 
of a secretary of state. In debates at the 
council-board, the councillor lowest in 
degree delivers his opinion first; the 
sovereign, if present, last; but although 
the opinions of the privy councillors are 
thus given, it is that of the sovereign alone 
which is decisive. 

Privy Seal. In England, a seal affixed 
by the sovereign, or by the lord-keeper of 
the privy seal, to instruments which after- 
wards pass the great seal. 

Pro. In composition, a prefix signifying* 
funonreUt 'before^ forth. Pro and con, (pro et 
contv(i)i for and against. Pro b&no ptwlico, 
for the public good. Pro rata, in propor- 
tion. Pro re nata, as occasion serves or calls 
for. Proforma, for form’s sake. Pro imu 
(pro tempore), for the timo being, tempor- 
arily. Pro hac vice, for this time ; on this 
occasion. 

Proa, pro-ah. A vessel which navi- 
gates the South Seas, having the head and 
stem formed in the same manner, but with 
the sides differently shaped. It is fitted 
with an outrigger, and is steered with a 
paddle at either end ; moving in either a 
forward or backward direction, with great 
speed. 

Prol^ate, pro-bate (Latin, proho, to 
prove). Proof; especially the proof of a 


will ; the right of proving wills ; the act or 
juri^iction by which the validity and 
genuineness of wills are proved. 

Probation, pro-bayshun (Latin, proho, 
to prove). The act of proving or putting 
to the test ; moral trial ; a state of trial or 
examination ; a year of novitiate before 
admission to monastic life. 

Probe, probe (Latin, proho, to prove). 
To search or try a wound with an instru- 
ment (also, the instrument itself) ; hence, 
to prove or search for proof ; to search 
to the bottom; to examine thorouglil/ 
and minutely. 

Probity, probby-ty (Latin, prolo, U 
prove). ^ Rectitude; integrity; consistent 
and uniform uprightness ; approved ho- 
nesty, honour, and veracity. 

Problem, prob-lem (Greek, prohallo, 
to propose). A question proposed for solu- 
tion ; something still undecided or undeter- 
mined. In logic, a proposition which ap- 
pears neither positively true nor false, and 
consequently maybe asserted in the affiiTO- 
ative or the negative. In mathematics, a 
proposition which requires some operation. 

Problematical, problem - matiik - al 
(Greek, prohallo, to propose). Question- 
able; uncertain; characterised by doubt 
and uncertainty. 

Proboscis, pro-bossis (Greek, »ro, 
before ; hosko, to feed or ^aze). The 
trunk of an elephant ; applied generally to 
the long snout of other animals. 

Process, pro-scss (Latin, procedo, to 
proceed). Movement onward or forward ; 
a coming or issuing forth ; progressive 
course; gradual progress. In law, the 
complete course of proceedings in a cause, 
from the issuing of the writ to the termina- 
tion of the suit. Original process is the 
moans taken to compel the defendant to 
appear in court. Mesne process, that which 
issues pending the suit, upon some secon- 
dary or casual matter. 

Proces verbal, pro -say vare-oal 
(French). In French law, an authentic 
minute of an official act, or statement of 
facts. 

Proclivity, pro-klivyy-ty (Latin, pro- 
clivis, down-hill). Bending, forward to or 
towards ; tendency ; natural bias or inoli 
nation ; proneness ; propensity ; readiness ; 
aptitude. 

Pro-oonsul, pro-konsuly (Latin). A 
Boman officer invested with" we consokr 
command without the office ; one who Mti 
for or in the place of a conso]. 
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^rccra4Stinate, pro-krastin-ate (Latin, 
;/fo, forward; cra«, to-raorrow). To defer or 
put, off from day to day; to delay to a 
tuttire time ; to be dilatory. 

Procreate, pro-kroeate (Latin, pro/ 
('no, to create). To generate and produce ; 
t(j bring forth into life; to beget; to 
engender. 

Procrustean, pro-kruste-yan. Per- 
taining to Procrusies, or his mode of tor- 
ture. Procrustes was a notorious robber 
of ancient Greece, who twtured his victims 
by placing them on an iK»n bod, and stretch- 
ing or mutilaiiLg them to suit its dimen- 
wons. Hence, '‘the bed of Procrustes” is 
metaphorically applied to any exquisite 
torture. 

Premonition, preomo-nishun (Latin, 
before; moneo, to admonish). Pre- 
vious warning, notice, or intimation. 

Prenomen, pre-nomen fLatin, prast 
before ; nomen, a name). A name pre- 
fixed to the family name, among the Ro- 
mans, in the same manner as Christian 
names are used with us. 

Pre-occupy, pre-okku-pi (Latin, pros, 
i)ofore ; ocaipo, to occupy). To prepossess ; 
to take previous possession; to obtain 
po.ssession before another. 

Prepense, pro-ixjnso (Latin, pi'cc, 
before ; nenclo, to consider). Premeditated ; 
t>reviou 8 iy conceived. Malice prepense, in 
law, denotes forethought; thus, if a man be 
slain upon a quarrel, and malice prepense is 
proved, it is constituted murder. 

Preponderate, pre-pondy-rato (Latin, 
•/n'ot, above ; pondns, weight). To exceed 
in weight ; to outweigh ; to have greater 
importonce or moment; to inclino to one 
bide ; to overpower by influence. 

Prejpositio^ proppo - zishun (Latin, 
pros, before ; ponO, to place). In grammar, 
a word placed before another to express 
Bome relation or quality, as, “ Ho was famous 
for bravery.” 

Proctor, prok-tur (contraction of pro- 
curator). An attorney m a spiritual court ; 
a superintendent of a university, who 
Attends to the education and general con- 
duct of the Btudeuts. 

Procurator, prokku - raytur (Latin, 
procuro, to care for). One employed to 
take care of or manage the affairs of 
another ; especially a person employed to 
conduct another’s cause in a court of law. 

Prodigal, proddy-gal (Latin, prodigo, 
to throw out : to lavish). Wasteful ; lavish 
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in expenditure ; profuse ; expending mon^ 
witliout reason or necessity. 

Prodigy, proddy-jy (Latin, pi'odigo, 
to bhoot out). Anything astonishing anq 
marvellous, yet not wholly unnatural: a 
thing out of the ordinary course ; that 
whi^ astonishes by its greatness or 
novelty. 

Proem, pro-em (Ginek, pro, before; 
oime, a song). A prelude ; a prologue ; a 
preface ; introductory or preliminary 
matter to a book or writing. 

Profane, pro-fane (Latin, pro; janim, 
a temple). Irreverent to God, or to sacred 
persons or things ; not sacred ; secular ; 
impure. The term was originally applied 
to a person uninitiated, and therefore 
not to bo admitted within the fa^ie, or 
sanctuary. 

Proffer, prof-fur (Latin, pro, before ; 
fero, to bring). To propose or offer for 
acceptance ; to attempt of one’s own 
accord ; to bring forward or propose for 
trial or experiment ; an offer made. 

Proflcience, pro-flshons ) (Lat.,pro- 

Profieiency , pro- fishen-sy S fid o, to 
advance). Progress in knowledge ; ad- 
vancement or improvement in any art ; 
skill gained or acquired. 

Profile, pro-fool, or pro- file (Latin, pro, 
and fUum, a thread, or thread-like line). 
Primarily, an outline or contour, wrought 
01 done in thread ; hence, in painting and 
sculpture, a head or portmit represented 
in a side view ; also, the outline of any 
figure ; the contour of any member ; the 
perpendicular section of a building. 

Profligacy, prof - liggah - sy (Latin, 
profligo, to nun). Shameless wickedness ; 
abandonment to vice ; loss of shame and 
decency; utter renunciation of moral prin- 
ciple and virtue. 

Profuse, pro-fu.se (Latin, pro, forth ; 
/undo, to pour). Lavish ; excessively liber- 
al; expensive without limit; super- 
abundant; exuberant; wasteful to excess* 

Progenitor, pro-jennit-ur (Latin, pro- 
gigno, to beget). A forefather; an an- 
cestor in the direct line. 

Prognosis, prog-nosis (Greek, pro, 
before ; ginosho, to know). The art or aot 
of foretelling the result of diseases from 
their symptoms. 

Promosticate, prog-nostilc-ate (Gr., 
pro, before ; mmsko, to know). To foretell 
or foreshow by existini^ si^a : to indicatf 
future events ; to predict. 
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Programme, pro-gram (Greek, pro, 
before; graphOf to write). An outline of 
•ome intencled porfonnance or entert^n- 
ment; a detallad account of proceedings 
at a concert, ball, &e.; a notice f’lsued 
from a uniyersity to invite persons to an 
oration. 

Prohibit, pro-hibbit (Latin, prohibeOf 
to forbid). To hinder; to interdict; to 
forbid ; to debar by authority ; to forbid 
formally or officially. 

Project, proj-ekt (Latin, pro, forw^; 
jaciOf to throw). A scheme or design; 
something proposed to bo done ; a contriv- 
inco , something formed in the mind. 

Projectile, pro- jek -tile (Latin, pro, 
forward ; jacio, to throw). A body thrown 
out or shot forward, as a stone from a 
sling, a bullet from a gun, &o. 

Prolegomena, proly - gommen - ah 
{Greek, pro, before ; legOy to speak). Pre- 
liminaiy remarks ; introductory discourse ; 
prefatory remarks to a book or treatise. 

Proletaire, proly-taro (French). One 
of the labouring population; ono of the 
lower classes ; a oommon, and often a vile 
person. 

Prolific, pro-liffik (Latin, pivles, off- 
spring; facio, to make). Productive; 
fruitful ; fertile ; producing or bearing 
fruitfully or plentifully; figuratively ap- 
plied to the exorcise of the brain, and tho 
powers of invention, &c. 

Prolix, pro-liks (Greek, pro; lexus, 
di’awn out). Diffuse ; prolongo<l ; length- 
ened out; wearisome; tedious; tiresome. 

Prologue, pro-log (Greek, pro, before; 
a discourse). A spoken introduction 
to a discourse or perforraaiico, ospocially a 
speoch delivered previous to a theatrical 
representation. 

Promenade, iirornmcn - ahd (Latin, 
pro; mener, to lead). A walk; usually a 
walk for recreation or amusement; a public 
walk, or place for walking exercise. 

Promethean, pra-moethy-an. Per- 
taining to Promotnous ; capable of produc- 
jg fire ; a name given to a kind of small 
glass tube, containing concentrated sul- 
phuric acid, and surrounded with an inflam- 
mable mixturo, which is ignited on being 
pressed. 

Prominent, prommy-nent (Latin, pro, 
forth ; inaneo, to remain). Standing for- 
ward; appearing conspicuously; oistiu- 
guished above others; strikii^ the eye; 
princinol; chiefs 


Promiscuous, pro-misku-us (Latin, 
pro; misceo, to mix). Mingled; confused; 
indiscriminately placed together ; a body 
of individuals or a mass of things without 
order ; without distinction. 

Promontory, prommun-titny (Latin, 
forward ; mans, a mountain). A head- 
iana or high point of land projecting into 
the sea beyond the line of the coast ; dis- 
tinguished from a cape, in being high 
land. 

Prompt, prompt (Latin, promo, to bring 
out). Ready for action ; quick in perfor- 
maiico ; speaking or acting instantly, mid 
without delay. Prompt cash, in commorce, 
is a payment immediately upon the delivery 
of the goods, or without waiting for tho 
usual term of credit. 

Promulgate, promul-gate (Latin, pro- 
mulijo, to make public). To publish ; to 
make known by open declaration ; to circu- 
laio a report ; to proclaim ; to adventure. 

Prone, prone (Latin, pronus). Bending 
downward ; inclining forward ; inclining ; 
mar* resting a propensity, tendency, or dis* 
position. 

Proof, proof (Saxon, projiath). Evi- 
dence ; testimony. In law and logic, that 
amount of evidence which assures the 
mind of the certainty of truth or fact, and 
produces belief. In printing and engrav- 
ing, an impression taken for correction. 
In gcnoral, trial or experiment to asemi^ain 
a fact. Proof spirit consists of equal parts 
of alcohol and water. The Aerm pro(f i% 
also used to denote impenetrability, 
strength, &c. of bodies, as water-proof, 
fire-proof, shot-proof ; and in this sons© it 
is figuratively applied to tho mind or sensa- 
tion, as being proof against cajolery, flat- 
tery, &C, 

Propaganda, propi»h - gandah. A 
term applied to either a religious society 
or a political association, which has for its 
object the propagation or spreading of cer- 
tain principles, or views. 

Propagate, proppah-gato (Latin, pro- 
pogo'). To increase ; to continue or mul- 
tiply by generation ; to spread ; to extend ; 
to widen ; to diffuse from place to place, 
and from person to person. 

Propel, pro-pel (Latin, pro, before; 
pdlo, to drive). To drive forward, o? 
oefore; to urge forward by force. 

Propensity, pro-pensy-ty (Latm, pro, 
forward!; pmaeo, to inoline). Inolma- 
tioD ; tendency ; bent of mind ; procAMM 
or dbiDOsition. 
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Propinquity, pro-pinkwy-ty (Latin, 
prt^f soar). Nearness in time or space; 
nearness of kin, closeness of relationsnip. 

Propitiate, pro - pishy - ate (Latin, 
propilio, to atone). To render favour- 
able or gracious ; to gain ^ood-will ; to 
ingratiate one’s self ; to conciliate ; to re- 
concile ; to atone. 

Propitiation, pro-pyshy-ayshun (Lat., 
vropitiOf to atone). A sacrifice offered to 
assuage wrath ; anything offered by way of 
atonement ; that which nas the power of 
appeasing. 

Propitious, pro-pishus (Latin, pro- 
pidus, from prope^ near). Near or present 
to aid; willing to assist; favourable; gra- 
cious. 

Proportion, pro-pa wrshim (Latin, pro, 
before ; portio, a port, or share). The 
comparative relation of one thing to 
another ; adjustment, assortment, or 
arrangement; correspondence of parts; 
suitability or adaptation of parts; tho 
equality of ratios. In arithmetic, a rule by 
which, when throe numbers are given, to 
find a fourth, which boars the same relation 
to tho third as tho second docs to the first, 
or bearing the same relation to the second 
M the first does to the third. 

Propound, pro-pownd (Latin, pro, 
forth .• pono, to put). To offer for consi- 
deration ; to propose ; to exhibit ; to offer. 

Propulsion, pro-pulshun (Latin, pro; 
pulso, to strike). The act of driving for- 
ward ; to propel. 

Prorogue, pro-rogo (Latin, prorogo, to 
stretch forward). To protract; toprmong; 
to postpone ; to put off ; to put off the 
meeting of Parliament from time to time. 

Prosaic, pro-zapk (Latin, prosa, prose). 
Resembling prose; wanting in eloquence 
of imagination, or fancy; dull; uninter- 
esting. 

Proscenium, pro - soeny - um. The 
front part of the stage of a theatre. 

Proscribe, pro -skribo (Lat , proscribo). 
To pronounce sentence; to adjudge pun- 
ishment : to doom to destruction; to inter- 
dict ; to banish ; to outlaw. 

Prose, proze (Latin, prosa), Langi^e 
without poetic measure ; ordinary continu- 
ity of words. 

Proselyte, prossy-lite (Gr., pi'oselyiog, 
a stranger). A convert to a new opinion ; 
one gained over to a creed or party ; one 
persuaded to change his religious or politi* 
cal opinions. 


Pro-slavety. Favonrable to slavery 
or advocating it. 

Prosody, prosso-dy (Greek, pros, to; 
ode, a song). That part of grammar which 
treats of tho quantity of the syllables, of 
accent, and the laws of versification. 

Prospective, pro-spektiv (Latin, pro- 
spicio, to look forward). Looking forward ; 
belonging to the future ; acting with fore- 
sight. 

Prospectus, pro- spektus (Latin ). The 
scheme or plan of any proposed under- 
taking ; tho plan of a literary work, with 
tho manner aud terms of publication, kc. 

Prostration, pros * trayshun (Latin, 
prost&'m, to cast down). A throwing 
down, or falling down; depression; 
dejection ; deprivation of strengtli. 

Prot, prot ) (Greek, protos, first). A 

Proto, pro-to j prefix expressing rela- 
tion in priority ; in chemistry, applied when 
more tlian one oxide of a substance is 
known, to tho first, as, protoxide of 
nitrogen. 

Protean, pro-teean. An epithet ap- 
plied to change of form or appearance, 
and the aptitude of assuming a variety of 
shapes ; from Proteus, whose powers of 
transformation aro celebrated by the Greek 
and Roman poets. 

Protectionist, pro-tokslmn-ist. In 
politics, a name given to a person or party 
advocating the imposition of duties on 
manufactures and products, and other 
restrictions in opposition to free trade. 

Protege, pro-ta-zhay (French). One 
under the care and protection of another ; 
one who is patronised or protected. 

Protest, pro-test (Latin, pro; testm', 
to attest). A solemn declaration of opinion 
against a measure ; formal dissent ; public 
testimony; avowal; proof. 

Protestant, prottes-tant. The name 
of a religious community, deriving its name 
from the protestation made by the first 
Reformers against tho imperial edicts of 
Charles V. 

Prothonotary,pro-th5nno-tary(Groek, 
pivtos, chief ; noiarius, a notary). lurmerly, 
the chief notary. In England, an oflScer 
in the Court of Queen’s Bench and Common 
I’leas. The apostolic pfothonolanes are 
twelve persons in the Court of Romo, con- 
stituting a college, who receivo the last 
wills of cardinals, and make informations 
and proceedings necessary for tbs canonist* 
tien of saints, &o. 
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Protocol, pr5tto-kol (Greek, •proioi^ 
f'TBt; Jcolmt a member or part). The 
ori^nal copy of any writing ; that which 
is first briefly noted, to be afterwards 
amended and further enlarged ; a rough 
draught of the points proposed as the 
basis of a treaty or negotiation. 

Protot3npe, proto-tipe (Greek, protosy 
fiist; typos, a model or form). The ori- 
ginal, after which anything is formed ; the 
original model, shape, or i#attem. 

Protract, pro-trakt (Latin, pro, forth ; 
trahoy to draw). To draw out ; to loi^gthon ; 
to defer ; to put off the end or termina- 
tion ; to retard ; to delay. 

Protrude, pro-trude (Latin, pro, forth ; 
trudoy to thrust). To thrust forward ^ to 
project ; to shoot forth. 

Protuberance, pro-tewby-rans (Latin, 
protuheroy to bud forth). Something swell- 
ing above the surrounding parts ; a pro- 
jeetion ; a prommence ; a tumour. 

Proverbial, pro-verby-al. Mentioned 
in a proverb ; used or current as a proverb ; 
commonly reported; popularly known Or 
reported. 

Provident, prowy-dent (Latin, pvoy 
before ; video, to see). Guarding against 
future want; laying up a store for emer- 
gencies ; foreseeing wants, and taking 
measures; cautious; prudent. 

Province, prov-inse (Latin, pro, before ; 
vinco, to conquer), A divisicni of a king- 
dom or state; a country belonging to a 
foreign power either by conquest or colo- 
nisation; official superintendence or ma- 
nagement; especial office or proper business 
of any one. The term jDrowace was applied 
by tiie Romans to a conquered country, 
which they called provinda, and appointed 
a pro-consul or deputy to govern ; hence 
the term came to signify a district governed 
by a deputy. • 

Provincial, pro-vinshal. Belonging 
to a i^rovinco ; rude; unpolished. 

Provincialism, pro-vlnshal - izm. 
Peculiarity of a province ; an idiom or 
peculiarity of dialect characteristic of dis- 
tricts remote from the metropolis. 

Proviso^ pro-vyzo (Latin, abbreviation 
td promsuSy it being provulod). An article 
or clause in any statute, agreement, con- 
tract, grant, or other writing, by which 
a condition is introduced; a conditional 
jatipulation. 

Provocation, prowo-kayshun (Latin, 
itffovoeoy to provoke). An act which causes 


anger; incitement to passion; that wMeh 
promotes warfare or combat. 

Provost, prov-ust (Latin, proeposiius, 
placed over others). The chief magistrate 
of a town, having similar functions and 
jurisdiction as a mayor of other cities; 
also, a person who is appointed to preside 
over or superintend, as the provost of a 
college, provost of the Mint, &o. 

Prow, pro (Latin, prora). The head 
or fore-part of a ship. 

Prowess, prow - ess (Italian, prode^ 
bravo). Valour; bravery; military exploit; 
contempt for danger. 

Proximate, proksy-mate (Latin, projw’- 
mttSy the supenativo of propsy near). 
Nearest to ; having close or intinoto con * 
noction with ; next in the series or order 
of our ideas of reasoning. 

Proximo, proksy-mo (Latin). The 
next or the coming month ; a term used in 
dates, roferenees, &o. 

Proxy, prok-sy (a contraction of pro* 
curacy, the agoncir of another). A writing 
authorising a substitute to vote ; a person 
deputed to act or vote for another. 

Prude, prood (French, prude), A 
woman anectedly delicate and modest; 
one over-scrupulous, coy, or reserved. 

Prurient, proory-ent (Latin, pruno, 
to itch). Itching for anything ; having an 
immoderate desire or appetite; uneasy 
with desire. 

Prussic Acid, prussik assid. An acid 
which acts as a virulent poison, so called 
because it was first obtained from Prussian 
blue. 

Psalter, sawl-tur (Latin, psalterium). 
The Book of Psalms ; a collection of devout 
sentences, referring to tho sufferings of 
our Saviour, &c., used in tho Eomau 
Catholic servico. 

Pseudo, Bu-do (Greek, pseudos, false). 
A prefix to words, signifying counts'- 
feU, or spurious, as pseudo-apostle, pseudo- 
prophet, pseudo-patrwt. 

Psychology, si-kollo-jy {Qreekypsvche, 
the soul ; logos, a discourse). The docuine 
of tho soul or mind ; a treatise or disooume 
on the soul ; mental philosophy. 

Ptolemaic, tolly-mayik. Pertaining 
to Ptolemy, especially that system in astro- 
nomy maintained by Ptolemy, that th» 
earth was fixed in the centre of the nnh 
verse, and that the sun and stars revolYei 
around it. 
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Puberty, pewbur-ty (Latin, pulertai). 
The state of transition from youth to 
adolescence; the time of life when both 
sexes ripen to their perfect state. 

Publicist, publls-ist. One who writes 
on the laws of nations ; one who treats of 
national rights. 

Publisher, publish-ur. One who makes 
puoiiciy or generally known ; one who puts 
a book or other performance forth to the 
public. 

Puddlingf pud-ling. The act of ren- 
dering impervious to matter, by a mixture 
of tempered clay and sand ; the process of 
converting cost iron into wrought iron. 

Puerile, nuee-ril (Latin, puer^ a boy). 
Boyii^; childish; triMng in discourse or 
habits ; unbecoming a man or a woman. 

Pugilism, pewjil- izm (Latin, pu()il, a 
prize %hter). The practice of boxing or 
fighting with the fist ; especially applied 
to the act of fighting with the fists publicly 
and for a wager. 

Pugnacious, pug-nayshus (Latin, 
pugtius, the fist). Inclined to fight ; quar- 
reiMme; fond of fighting, or provok- 
ing quarrels for the pui'pose of fighting. 

Puisne, pu-ne (French, puis, after- 
wards; nS, oorn.) Younger; junior; 
inferior ; comparatively small. Puis^u 
judges comprise the judges and barons of 
the Queeus Bench, Common Pleas, and 
Exchequer, excepting the chief judges and 
baron. 


is said, by some authorities, to be from puff, 
because the produce of such plants is pulled 
or plucked. Others trace the word to the 
Latin puls, which was a pottage made oi 
the produce of leguminous plants. 

Pulverize, pulver-ize (Latin, pulvens, 
dustl. To reduce to dust, or to a dry, fine 
powder. 

Pun, pun. A quibble ; a play upon 
words ; a concert arising from the use of 
two or more words which are similar in 
sound, but differ in sense. This 'word is 
probably derived from the Latin punctum, 
a point anything sharp or pungent, 

Pu actilio, punk-tilyo (Latiu, punctum, 
a poiiit). A nice point in conduct or cere- 
mor f ; exactness in form ; scruple in 
eti jette. 

Punctuation, punktu-ayshun (Latin, 
punctum, a point). The act or method of 
dividing written or printed sentences by 
points or stops. 

Puncture, punk-ture (Latin, pungo, 
to prick). A hole made with a sharp-pointed 
instrument. 

Pundit, pundit (Persian, paud, learn- 
ing). In Hindostan, a learned Brahmin; 
one versed in the Sanscrit language, and 
in the science, laws, and religion of that 
country. 

Pungent, pun-jent (Latin, pungo, to 
prick). Pricking ; penetrating ; sharp ; 
biting ; affecting the tongue with a sensa- 
tion of sharpness or acridness. 


Pui88ant,pwees-sahnt (Latin, noientia). 
Powerful; able; strong; famous tor might 
and bravery. 

Pulchritude, pulkry - tude (Latin, 
fair). Comouncss ; grace ; personal 
uty ; that quality of form and feature 
which pleases the eye ; and also, the quali- 
ties of the mind, and excellencies of the 
character and disposition, which inspire 
love and admiration. 

Pullet, puU-et. A young hen, or female 
fowl. 

Pulmonary, pulmo-nary) (Latin, paf- 

Pulmonio, puj-monnik j m o, the 
lungs). Belonging to, or Meeting the 
lungs. 

Pulse, puls (Latin, pulso, to beat). The 
motion or beating of an artery, as the 
blood is driven through it ; alternate 
oontraotion and expanidon; oscillation; 
vibratioit. 

PulseL puls. Leguminous plants or 
Mrieedv* Thadonvatioo of this word 


Punic, pu-nik (Latin, punica), Phoe- 
nician; Carthaginian; pertaining to Car- 
thago. Also a term implying treachery 
and faithlessness, as punic faith. 

Punka, pun-kah. A species of venti- 
lator attached to the ceilings of tne rooms 
in Hindostan ; and which, being kept con- 
stantly in motion, cools the air of the 
apartment. 

Pupa, pu-pah (Latin, pupa). An insect 
in the third state of its existence ; a chry- 
salis. 

Pupil, pu-pil (Latin, pupitla, a little 
girl). One under the care of an instructor ; 
a scholar under the care of a tutor ; award 
under the care of a guardian ; also applied 
to the apple of the eye, or a small aperture 
in the centre of the iris, in which bahydike 
figures are reflected. 

Purblind, pur-blind. Partially blind; 
seeing obscurely or indistinctly; near- 
sighted. In some parts of the country the 
term is porehlind, and is said to be derived 
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from the verb, to p^e ; to look with tbe 
eyes near to an object, as people with im- 
p^ect sight usually do. 

Purgatory, piirgah - turry (Latin, 
purgo, to cleanse). According to the Ro- 
man Catholic faith, a place where the souls 
of the deported are purged from impurity 
by punishment or by fire, before they are 
admitted to a state of perfect bliss. 

Purist, pu-rist (French, purisie). One 
excessively nice or choice, especially in 
the employment of words. 

Puritan, pewry- tan . A name formerly 
given to the dissenters from the Church of 
England, on account of their professing to 
follow the mire word of God, in opposition 
to all traoitions and human institutions. 
The term is now applied by way of reproach 
to one professing eminent purity in reli- 
gion ; a person excessively rigid, and af- 
fecting to despise worldly advantages, 
worldlypleasurcs, &c. 

Purlieu, pur-lu (French, 'pwr, pure or 
clear; lieu, a place). Iho outskirts of a 
forest; the outlets of a town; any place 
bordering upon or in the neighbourhood ; 
a subuib ; a neighbourhood ; a district. 

Purling, pur -ling (Saxon, pcrrla). 
Flowing wRh a gentle noise, as a brook ; 
rippling; murmuring; gurgling. 

Pxzrloin, pur-loyn. To steal secretly ; 
to abstract the property of another privily; 
to take by theft ; to practise theft. 

Purport, pur-port (Latin, pro, forth; 
porto, -to carry). A meaning or design 
carried or conveyed ; that which is 
intended ; import ; tendency of written or 
Spoken words. 

Purser, pur-eur. An officer on board 
a ship who koo}>8 accounts of payments made 
and due, and who has the charge of the 
provisloni^ and superintends the distri- 
bution of them among the officers and 
crew. 

Pursuivant* pur-sweevant (French, 
pourmivant). Literally, a follower or at- 
tendant. A state messenger; an attend- 
ant upon a herald when he marshals a 
public ceremony or procession. 

Pursy, pur-sy. Inflated; bulging or 
puffing out; hence, short-winded; short- 
jivathed. 

Purtenance, purtv-nans (Latin, per- 
iinem, belonging). Another name for 
appurtenance ; anything pertaining or be- 
longing. 


Purulent, pewra-lent (Latin, pM, 
matter). Consisting of matter or pus; 
generating matter. 

Purveyor, pur-vayur (Latin, providere, 
to foresee^. One who buys provimons: 
a person appointed to supply the wants of 
the table; a purchaser, or provider, of 
commodities. 

Puseyism, powzy-izm. A term applied 
to certain doctrines of faith, and a mode 
of performing Divine worship, leaning to 
the Roman Catholic Church ; so named 
from Dr. Pusey, of Oxford, who, however, 
is said to have disapproved of the tendencies 
with which his name is associated. 

Pusillanimous, pewsil-lanny-mus 
(Latin, pusilltts, small ; animus, mind). 
Destitute of ordinary courage, or strength 
of mind ; mean-spirited ; faint-hearted ; 
cowardly; timid. 

Pustule 
pus, matter) 
swelling, containing pus. 

Putative, pewtah-tiv (Latin, puto, to 
suppose). Supposed; reputed; imagined 
to bo. 

Putrescent, pu-trossent (Latin, pu- 
fresco, to putrefy). Decaying ; corrupting ; 
dissolving, or rotting. 

Pyramid, pirrah-mid (Greek, pyi*amis, 
from pyr, fire, because fire ascenas in the 
figure of a cone). A solid figure, standing 
on a triangular, square, or polvgonal base, 
and terminating in a point at the top. The 
pyramids of Egypt are the most celebrated 
structures of this kind; some parts of them 
rising upwards of five hundred feet, and 
covering more than ten acres of ground. 

Pyre, pire (Greek, pyr, fire). A pile 
to be burned ; a funeral pile. 

Pyrites, pe-ryteez (Greek, pyr, fire). 
Fire-stone, consisting of native compounds 
of sulphur with stone and iron. 

Pyro, (Greek, pyr, fire). Words com- 
pounded with this term denote some change 
produced by the action of fire. 

Pyromancy, pirro-mansy (Greek, pyr, 
fire; manida, prophecy). Divination by 
fire, as practised in the ancient sacrifices. 

Pyrotechnic, pirro-teknik > (Grk. 

Pyroteclinical,pirro-teknik-al j pyr). 
Pertaining to fire-works, or the art 6f 
making them. 

Pyrrhic, pir-rik. Invented by or per- 
taining to Pyrrhus; the name of an aneleiil 
milita^ dance; a poetical foot, oomditizig 
of two short ^Uables. 


, pust- 3 mle or pus-sl (Latin. 
. A pimple ; a small inflamed 
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FythaRorean» pi-thaggo-reean, or 
trith-aggo-rean. Relating to Pythagoras, or 
ms pMowpliy. Pythagoras first taught 
that the sun was a movable sphere, situ- 
ated in the centre of the universe, and that 
the planets revolved about his centre. 

Q. 

Q.B. D. An abbreviation of quod trai 
demonstrandum, ** which was to be demon- 
strated.** 

An abbreviation of quod erat 
factendum, ''which was to ho done.** 

Q.P.^ An abbreviation of quantum 
placet,/* os much as you please.** 

Q. S. An abbreviation of quantum 

tufficit, "as much as may suffice.*' 

Quackery, kwakker-ry. The prac- 
tice of medicine without judgment or 
knowledge ; false pretensions to skill ; pre- 
sumption. This term is derived from 

r m, to make a noisy crying; and hence, 
make noisy claims or pretensions. 

Quadragesima, kwodrah-jessy-mah 
(Latin, quadragesimus, fortieth). A de- 
nomination given to Lent, from its consist- 
ing of forty days. 

Quadrangle, kwod-rangul (Latin, 
quatuor, four; angulus, an angle). A figure 
with four right angles; a surface having 
four sides and four equal angles; the inner 
square or court of a building. 

Quadrant, kwod-rant (Latin, quad- 
rano, a fourth). In geometry, the fourth 
part of a circle, or 90 degrees ; an instru- 
ment for taking the altitudes of the sun 
and the stars; also, an implement for 
elevating and pointing cannon, &o. 

Quadrilateral, kwodrlMatter-al (Lat., 
quatuor, four ; latus, a side). Having four 
sides. 

Quadrille, kah-dril, or kwah-dril 
liStin, quadrula, a small square). A dance 
erformedin sets of four; a game pla;i^ed 
y four persons with forty caids, being 
the remainder of the pack after the four 
tens, nines, and eights are thrown out. 

Quadrillioxi, kwod-rillyun. The num- 
ber produced by extending the million to 
the fourth power. In English, expressed 
by a unit with twenty-four ciphers an- 
nexed; in French, by a unit, with fifteen 
ciphers annexed. 

Quadroon, kwaw-droon (Latin, 
oicafuor, four). An epithet applied in 
Spanish America to the oltspr^ of a 


Mulatto woman by a white man that !s^ a 
person with one-fourth of black blood. 

Quadrumaiia,kwodru-maynah (Latin, 
quadras manvs, a hand). The name given 
to the monkey tribe of animals, having 
four hands corresponding to those of a 
man. 

Quadruped, kwodru-ped (Latin, 
quadra ; pesj a foot). Having four legs and 
foot ; an animal with four feet. 

Quadruple,, kwodru-pl (Latin, quad- 
ruplus). Four-fold; four times told. 

Quaere, kwcor-e (Latin). Query; ques- 
tion ; to inquire. A term used to express 
doubt or disbelief of some previous state- 
ment; generally written query, and some- 
times expressed by a note of interrogation (?). 

Quaff, kwahf (Saxon, cwafian, to 
swallow in gulps). To drink 'in largo 
draughts ; to drink abundantly. 

Quagmire, kwag-mire (from quahe, 
and mire). A mire or marsh which quakes 
beneath the feet; soft wet land, which 
yields to tho tread and sinks. 

Quaint, kwaynt (Latin, compins, 
combed, trimmed). Primarily, dressed or 
docked ; trimmed neatly nicely ; hence, 
nice; exact; affected; tricked out; curious, 
odd, or strange. 

Quaker, kway-kur. The name of a 
religious sect, otherwise called Friends^ 
remarkable for the simplicity of their 
manners, tho frugality of their habits, 
and tho plainness of their attire. The 
name is said by some to be derived from 
the quaking or trembling manifested by the 
early loaders of the sect when addressing 
their hearers; but tho Friends them- 
selves attribute it to an expression made 
use of by one of their most conspicuous 
members, named Fox, who, when oom- 
mitted to prison, bade the magistrate to 
" quake** at tho name of the Lord. 

Qualify, kwoUy-fi (Latin, qualis, ol 
what kind). To render fit or suitable ; to 
furnish with skill, capacity, or knowledge 
to endow with appropriate qualitiee 
also, to alter, change, or reduce certa 
qualities by tho intermixture of others, 
and thus to moderate or modify ; to miti* 
gate; to abate. 

Qu^fy, kwoUy-ty (Latin, qualitas). 
Anything forming a constituent part : be- 
longing to ; property : charaoteristio ; 
kind, sort, or condition; state^ rank, 
or degree; high degree, or exs^M 
rank. 
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Quandary, kwondal-ry (liVench, 
qu'en. dimi-jey ** what shall I say of it ? ”). 
A perplexity ; a doubt ; a difficulty ; a fear 
ansing from luicortaiuty. 

Quantity, kwonty-ty (Latin, quan- 
Mas). That property of a thinj? which may 
be increased or diminished ; any indeter- 
minate weight or measure. In mathematics, 
ail}' portion, dotinito or indefinite, known or 
unknown, of any magnitude whatever, 
which can be expressed by unite. In 
grammai*, a term used to denote the 
difference of time taken in pronouncing 
the syllables rf a word, or the measure 
which determines them to be called long 
or short. 

Quarantine, kworran-teon (Italian, 
quarantay forty). A term used originally 
to denote the space of forty days, during 
which vessels suspected of contagion, or 
coming from places whore contagious dis- 
eases were known or suspected to bo rag- 
ing, were compelled to abstain from inter- 
course and commerce, and remain out of 
port. A similar regulation exists at the 
present time in a modified degree, the 
number of days being decreased or ex- 
tended according to circumstances. 

Quarry, kwor-ry. An artificial ex- 
cavation formed in rocky ground, for the 
purpose of obtaining marble, stone, slate, 
&c. ; also, a name ^ven to game or prey 
consumed or killed. The etymology of the 
first meaning is said to be derived from the 
Latin quad rare, to square or make square, 
because stones, &c., are hewn into square 
blocks for building. The second meaning 
is traced to the Latin, qamrere, to seek or 
search after. 

Quarter-day. The day which com- 
pletes three months, and upon which 
.Quarterly payments, as rent, &c., are 
due or made. In law, these are Lady-day, 
on the 25th of March; Midsummer-day, 
on the 24th of Juno ; Michael mas-day, on 
the 29th of September ; Christmas-day, on 
the 25th of December. 

Quarter-deck. That port of the 
upper deck between the main-mast and 
the mizen-mast. 

Quarter-master. An officer in the 
army, whose duty it is to attend to the 
quarters for the soldiers, their provisions, 
fuel, forage, kc. In the navy, an officer 
who assists the mates in their duties, in 
stowing the hold, coiling the ropes, keeping 
time by the watch-glasses, &c. 

Quarter Sessions, kwor-tur sesh- 
uns* A general court held quarterly by 


the Justices of the peace of each county, 
with Jurisdiction' to try and determine 
felonies and trespasses. 

Quartering, kwortur-ing (Latin, gwar- 
tus, the fourth part), A dividing into 
four parts. In heraldry, the dividing of a 
coat of arms into quarters ; in architecture, 
a scries of small upright posts. 

Quarters. A place of lodging ; a tem- 
porary residence of officers or soldiers. 
Tho stations of a ship's crew in time of 
action. 

Quartet,kwor-tetf (Italian, quaiietto^ * 

Quartette ( A musical composi- 

tion for four voices or four instruments. 

Quarto, kwor-to (Latin, quarto, the 
fourth time). The namo given to the size 
of books next to tho folio, and which is 
produced by doubling each sheet twice, 
and thus making four leaves. 

Quartz, kwortz (German, quarz), A 
kind of stone or rocky substance ; it is an 
ingredient in every rock, and exhibits a 
variety of colours. 

Quasi, kway-ai (Latinb A word signi- 
fying as if; just as if; amost. It is some- 
times used before Englisli words to donote 
similarity, approach to, or partial resem- 
blance. Qms% contract, in civu law, is an act 
which has not the strict form of a contract, 
but has tho force of one, 

Quasi modo, kwarzoe-modo. In tho 
Roman Catholic calendar, the first Sunday 
after Easter ; so called because tho introU 
for that day begins with the words, ** Quasi 
modo geiiiti infantes 

Quatrain, kwaw-train (Italian, auaU 
trino). Ill poetry, a stanza of four lines, 
rhyming alternately. 

Quaver, kway-vur (from quiver). In 
music, a measure of time equal to half a 
crotchet, ortho eighth part of a se'uibreve ; 
a shake performed by the voice, or on an 
instrument. 

Quay, ke (French, quai). An embank- 
ment, or whart, by the siae of the sea 6r 
river, where ships are loaded and u'^oaded. 

Querulous, kwemi-lus (Latin, quwor, 
to complain). Habitually murm^ng ; 
prone to find fault ; addicted to repining 
testy; discontented; ill-tempered. 

Query, kweer-e (Latin, qume).^ To put 
questions; to interrogate; to inquire. 

Quest* kwest (Latin, qvasiisu, a SMk* 
ing, or asking for). Seeking; searci^iing; 
ealing; examination, or inquiry. 



Questor,kwe8-tur (Latin, qtuBstor), A 
Roman officer who had chargee of thn 
public treasury, including the care of fines, 
taxes, and other collecjions of money. 

Quibble, kwlb-bl (Latin, f^uid lihet, 
** what you please ”). A trifling wi th wortls ; 
an evasion; a pretence, or cavil; a pun. 

Quicken, kwik*en (Saxon, ewie). To 
become alive; to bo endowed with life, 
spirit, or activity; to inspirit or animate; 
to increase the speed; to hasten; to 
accelerate. 

Quick-lime. Lime in its most active 
and caustic state; any carbonate of lime 
deprived of its carbonic acid. 

Quick-sand. Sand easily yielding, or 
readily moving under pressure ; loose sand 
abounding with water; metaphorically ap- 
plied to the unsafe and treacherous founda- 
tions upon which certain positions in life 
are rested or taken. 

Quickset-hedge. A general name 
for all hedges formed of living bushes, 
plants, &c. ; but in a stricter sense, applied 
only to those planted with hawthorn. 

Quicksilver, kwik-sil-vur. A name 
for mercury. A metal remarkable for its 
fluidity, and which can only bo affected by 
extreme degrees of heat or cold. It is em- 
ployed c^s the active agent in barometers 
and thermometers . 

Quiddity, qwiddy-ty (Latin, quiddi- 
icu). A trifling nicety ; a cavil ; an eccen- 
tric term used in school philosophy for 
essence ; that which is a proper answer 
to the question. Quid estt (‘^What is 
it?”) 

Quidnunc, kwid-nunk (Latin, quid 
nunc, ''What now?”) An epithet applied to 
a person who is curious to know everything 
that passes, or to one who pretends to 
know everything. 

Quid pro quo, kwid pro kwo (Latin). 
Literally, "What for whaV* A phrase used 
to denote that one thing is made use of to 
supply the defect of another ; an equiva- 
lent ; a compensation ; a substitute. 

Quiescent, kwi-essent (Latin, quUt, 
rest). Resting; reposing ; becoming still ; 
ceasing from action ; lying in calmness and 
tranqwllity ; still; peaoernl; calm. 

Quietist, kwiot-ist. One of a sect of 
mystics originating in Spain, who maintain 
that relj^oD condsts in the internal rest 
{quietui) of the mind, employed in con- 
templating God ohd sabmitting to his 


Quietus, kwi-eetuB (Latin, ^telus, 
rest). An exchequer term, used for dis- 
charge or acquittance to accountants. In 
law, a quietus est, granted to a sheriff, dis- 
charges him of all accounts duo to the 
Crown. Quietus, in a general sense, implies 
final discharge; death-blow; repose; 
death, 

Qui-hL An epithet applied to an 
English resident in Calcutta. 

Qui vive, ko veov (French), Literal^-, 

Who lives or moves there ? ” the challenge 
of a French sentinel ; hence, the tenn 
moans to be on the alert, like a sentinel , 
to keep on the look-out ; to be on the tip- 
toe of expectation. 

Quin cunx, kwin-kunks (corruption of 
Latin, quinque and nnica). In horticulture, 
a system of planting, consisting of five 
trees or plants, with one in the centre. 

Quinquagesima, kwinqua-jessy-mah 
(Latin, the fiftieth). Shrove Sunday, so 
called being about the fiftieth day before 
Easter. 

Quinsy, kwin-zy (comiptod from 
sauinanctf). An inflammatory swelling in 
tne throat. 

Quintain, kwin-tin (French, qnintaine). 
A kind of game, formerly in vogue, for the 
purjjose of testing the agility of the per- 
formers ; it consisted of tilting, when pass- 
ing at full speed on horseback or on foot, 
at an imi^o or other object, fastened to a 
bar turning on a pivot, and fixed on the 
top of an upright post. 

Quintessence, kwint-ossons (Latin, 
quinta, fifth; essentia, essence). A term 
used by the alchemist to denote the active 
principle of anything, in which its proper- 
ties and virtues reside, separated by art 
from the inert matters with which it is 
combined ; an extract from anything, con- 
taining all its virtues in a small quantity ; 
the virtue, spirit, or force of anything ex- 
tracted. 

Quintuple, kwin-tu-pL Flvd-foll. In 
music, a species of time oontaming five 
crotchets in a bar. 

Quip, kwip {Welsh, ewip), A smart 
saying; a sharp jest ; a taunt ; a sarcasm. 

Quire, kwire (French, cahier, a book of 
loose sheets of paper). Twenty-four s^ets 
of paper; also, another form of dwir. 

Quirk, kwirk (German, swireh, swerved, 
or wrested). That which wrests or Msts 
anything its course or right mean* 
ing; an artful turn; a quibble; a sobtli 
conceit. 



KAC 


269 


QUt 

Quit cldim, kwit klame. In law^ a 
felease of any action which one person has 
a^nst anottier; a deed of release by 
which all claims are relinquished to an- 
other without warranty. 

Quit rent. In law, a small rent re- 
served, payable in token of subjection, and 
,by the payment of which the tenant is 
quitted or freed from all other service. 

Quittance, kwit-ans (French, quit- 
tance). A dischai^e from debt or other 
obligation; recompense; repayment. 

Quiver, kwiv-ur (from com'). A case 
or sheath for arrows. 

Quixotic, kwiks-ottik. Like Don 
Quixote; romantic to extravagance; im- 
practicable; absurd. 

Quod libet, kwod lo-bet (Latin, what 
you please). A nice point ; a subtilty ; 
that of which you may make what you 

S le£^e ; a thing disputed, affirmed, or 
enied, as each pleases. 

Quoif, koyf. ) A cap or hood ; 

QuoifiUre, koyf-fure. j a head-dross. 

Quoin, koyn, or kwoyn (French, com, 
a comer). The name given to a stone or 
other material put into the comer of brick 
buildings to strengthen them. In artil- 
lery, a wedge to raise cannon ; in printing, 
a kind of small wedge inserted to nind the 
pages of the forme in the chase. 

Quondam, kwon-dam (Latin). Former; 
having been formerly, as a qmndam candi- 
date. 

Quorum, kwo-mm (Latin, genitive 
plural of qui, who). Such a number of per- 
sons as is competent, by the law in the 
case, to transact business ; applied to a 
special commission of justices ; also, one 
in a commission without whom the rest 
cannot act. 

Quota, kwo-tah (Latin, how 

much), A share or proportion ; rate or 
portion assigned; that part which each 
member ot a society has* to contribute or re- 
ceive in makingup or divicUng a certain sum. 

Quotation, kwo - tayshun (French, 
eot&r). The act of producing the passages 
of an author, either to illustrate or con- 
firm ; the passage cited ; in mercantile 
language, the price of commodities pub- 
licly announced or specified to a corre- 
spondent. 

Quoth, kwuth or kwoth iSaxon, cww- 
ihan). Say, says, or said. A defective 
verb, used only in the first and third per- 
sons, as, quiodi /, qwiih he. 


Quotidian, kwo-tlddy-on (Latin, 
tu»f how much ; diet, a day). Occurring 
daily; happening every day; specially 
applied to a fever which returns every day. 

Quotient, kwo-sbent fLatin, quotiet 
how often). Specifically, now often on^ 
number is found in another. In arithmetic, 
the number resulting from the division of 
a greater number by a smaller, and which 
shows how often the smaller is contained 
in the greater, or how often the divisoi is 
contained in the dividend. Thus, the 
quotient of 12 divided by 3 is 4. 

Quo warranto, kwo w6rrun-to. In 
law, a writ which lies against a person or 
cor^ration that usurps any franchise or 
liberty against the Crown. 

Q. V. An abbreviation of quantum 
vis^ as much as you will ; ” also, an abbre- 
viation of qw>d vide, “ which see.” 

B. 

Rabbi,rab-be or Rab-bi ) (Hebrew, ra5.) 

Babbin, rab-bin j A title as- 
sumed by the Jewish doctors, signifying 
lord, or master ; a distinction not conferred 
by authority, but allowed by courtesy to 
learned men. 

Babid, rab-id (Latin, values, rage). 
Furious ; fierce ; mad ; raging ; as a rabid 
dog. 

Babies, raybe-os (Latin.) A Latin 
term for madness, .generally applied to the 
disease in dogs, otherwise called hydro- 
phobia. 

Baca, rah-kah. A Syriac word, used 
as a term of contempt, signifying beg^rly, 
empty, vain, foolish, &c. This word was 
and is still pronounced by the Jews with 
gestures of indignation. 

Bace, rase (Latin, radix, a root). Liter- 
ally, the root ; the origin whence anything 
rises or issues; hence, the lineage of a 
family ; a generation ; a particular breed ; 
a particular flavour of wine ; a oentest in 
running ; a rapid course ; a movement or 
progression of any kind. 

Bade, rale (Dutch, reJe, a stretch). To 
stretch or strain on a rack ; to afflict with 
pain or distress ; to torture ; to harass by 
exaction. 

^ Backet, rak-et (French, reticulum, a 
little net). An instrument for striking a 
ball; a clattering noise ; bustle or confusion. 

B^uik rent. In law, the full yearly val le 
of the land ; rent rais^ to the utmost. 

Bacy, ray-sy (Latin, radix, a root). 
Literally, tasting of the root or soil ; having 




260 


BAD 


BAP 


a strong or distinctive flavour; strong- 
tasted. 

Hadianoe, rade-eeans (Latin, raditts, 
a my). Sparkling lustre; vivid bright- 
ness ; shooting of rays. 

Hadiate, lade-eoato (Latin, radius, a 
ray). To emit rays ; diverging like rays 
from a common centre; to shod light or 
brightness; to enlighten or illuminate. 

Badical, raddy-kal (Latin, radix, a 
root). Pertaining to the root ; implanted 
by nature; original; fundamental; primi- 
tive; serving to originate; deep or 
thorough. In chemistry, the olemontary 
part of an acid. In botany, applied to 
leaves which spring from the root. In 
philology, a primitive word or letter. In 
politics, a radical, or radical reformer, is 
one who desires the rooting out of abuses 
which have crept into the Government, 
and the re-modelling of institutions ana 
established things. 

Kadius, rade-yus (Latin, radius, a 
ray). The semi-diameter of a circle ; a line 
drawn from the centre. Plural, radii, 

Bagout^ rah-goo (French). A high- 
seasoned dish, such as would tempt the 
cloyed cater to taste again. From the 
Latin re, again, and gust its, to taste; 
whence the French (gouste) goUt, 

^ Baillery, railer-re3r (French, raillerie). 
uesting language ; slight satire ; good- 
humoured laughing ; banter ; saurical 
hierriment, 

Bajah, ray-zhah (Sanscrit). A title of 
dignity in India, equivalent to king, prince,’ 
>r chieftain. 

Bajpoot, ralij-poot, A Hindoo of the 
military order. 

Bally, raHy (French, ralUer). To re- 
assemble dispersed persons or things; to 
re-collect disordered and scattered troops ; 
the act of bringing disordered troops back 
to their ranks. 

BaHy, ml-ly (French, railler, from 
Latin, ridiculare, to laugh at). To ridicule 
good-naturedly; to treat with satirical 
merriment ; to banter ; to jeer. 

Baxnadan, )rammah-dan. The great 

Bhamadan, j annual feast among the 
Mohammedans, celebrated during the 
ninth month, and being a kind of Lent. 

Bamifioation, rammy - fe - kayshun 
(Lac*:n, ramv^, a branch ; facto, to make). 
Division or separation into branches ; the 
act of branching off into several direc- 
tiens ; a branch. 


Bampant, ram-pant (Saxon, 

Breaking tbro\igh restraint; climbing or 
springing up ; rearing up, ready for action, 
as the lion rampant, in the royal arms. 
The word rampant, in the sense of spread- 
ing or increasing, as a rampant vice, may 
be traced to the exuberance of the vino, 
which outgrows and repels restraint. 

Bampart, ram-purt (French rempait), 
A wall or mound round a fortified place, 
for tho jiurpose of resisting the direct fire 
of tho enemy. Tho name is also applied 
to the unoccupied space between tho wall 
of a city and the houses next to it. 

Bancour, rank-ur (Old French, ran^ 
coeur). Inveterate enmity ; deep and bitter 
hatred ; malignity ; virulence ; corrup- 
tion. 

Bangs, raynj (French, range:i'). Any- 
thing placed in an order or in a line ; a 
row of things ; a wandering or excursion ; 
compass; extent. In gunnery, the path 
of a Dali, &c., or tho line which it describes 
from tho mouth of tho piece to the point 
where it lodges. 

Bank and Pile. In military affairs, 
a name given to soldiers carrying firelocks, 
and standing in the ranks, in which are 
included the corporals. 

Bansack, ran-sak (Danish, ransager). 
To seek or search for plunder or booty ; 
to search carefully and narrowly ; to plun- 
der ; to pillage ; to take by violence. 

Bansom, ran-sum (French, rancovi). 
Tlio price paid for the redemption of a 
prisoner ; the purchase money paid to 
escape punishment and captivity; in a 
scriptural sense, tho price paid for eternal 
life or pardon of sin. 

Bant, rant (from reni). Literally, to 
rend or tear ; to rave in violent or extra- 
vagant language ; to declaim in a noisy 
and boisterous manner; to use empty, 
high-sounding words: boisterous, empty 
declamation. 

Banz des Vaches, rahnz day vahsh. 
The name applied to certain simple melo- 
dies of the Swiss mountaineers, played on 
tho Alpine horn. 

Bapacil^, rah-passy-ty (Latin, rapio, 
to seize). Propensity to plunder ; extor- 
tion ; ravenousness ; the habit of seizing 
by force. 

Baparee, rappah-ree. A wild Indi 
plunderer. 

Bapt, rapt (Latin, raptus, oarried 
away). Literally, carried out }t one*« 
self i transported in eostaoy. 
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' Rapticre, nipt - yur (Latin, rapimj 
carried away). Ejctreme joy; excessive 
delight ; ecstacy ; transport ; uncommon 
heat of the imagination. 

Rara avis, ray-rah ay-vis (Latin). 
Literally, a rare or scarce bird ; employed 
to denote a prodigy, or something very 
unusual. 

Rarefaction, rary - fakshun (Latin, 
rarus, thin ; facw, to make). The expan- 
sion of bodies by a separation of their 
arts ; the diminution of the density of a 
ody, as of a gas, by the agency of heat, 
whereby it occupies more space without 
accession of new matter : opposed to con- 
densation. 

Rase, raze (French, raser). To level 
with the ground ; to inb the surface in 
passing ; to scratch, rub, or blot out. 

Ratafia, rattah-feeah (Spanish, a fine 
cordial). A spirituous liquor compounded 
from the kernels of apricots, poaches, &c., 
steeped in spirit. 

Ratan, rah-tan. A small Indian cane ; 
a walking-stick or schoolmaster’s rod made 
of such cane. 

Rate, rate (Latin, ratus). A proportion 
or standard ; a settled value ; an estimate 
to place to the count; a tax assessed for 
public use. In the navy, the order or 
class of a ship, according to its magnitude 
or force. 

Ratification, ratty-fo-kayshun (Latin, 
rat urn, firm ; facio, to make). The act of 
confirming; assuring or securing; giving 
sanction or validity to the act of another. 

Ratio, ray-sheo (Latin). The relation 
which one thing has to another of the same 
kind in respect to magnitude or quantity ; 
proportion ; rate ; degree. 

RatiocinatioTi, rashy - ossy - nayshun 
(Latin, ratio, reason). The exercise of the 
faculty of the mind called reason ; the act 
of deducing consequences from premises 
by the force of reason. 

Ration, ray-shun (Latin, ratio, propor- 
tion). Certain allowance of provisions. 
In the army, a daily distribution of pro- 
visions, drink, and forage to each soldier, 
for the Bubsistenoo of himself and his 
horse. 

Rational, rasshun-al (Latin, ratio, 
reason). Possessing or displaying the use 
of reason; agreeable to reason; wise; 
judicious. 

Rationale, rayshun-a-le (Latin, ratio, 
reason). A detail with reasons; a series 
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of reasons assigned ; an account or solution 
of the principles of some opinion, action, 
or hypothesis ; theoretical explanation. 

Ratlin. In nautical affairs, a small 
line across the shrouds of a ship, forming 
the step of the ladder. 

Ratsbane, rats- bane. Poison for rats; 
arsenic. 

Ratting, rat ting. A political term, 
used to denote the desertion of party, or 
tho abandonment of principles formerly 
held. The word is derived from the cir- 
cumstance of rats quitting ships which are 
about to sink, or houses which are in im« 
minent danger of falling. 

Ravage, rav-aje (Latin, rapio, to seize 
violently). To lay waste; to spoil; to 
lundor; destruction by time, neglect, 
ecay, &c. 

Ravine, rah-veen (French, ravir, to 
snatch away). In field fortification, a long, 
deop hollow, excavated by the action of 
water ; hence, any long, deep hollow or pass 
through mountains. 

Rayah, ray-yah. In Turkey, a non- 
Mohammedan subject, who pays the capi- 
tation tax. 

Raze, razo (Latin, rado, to scrape). To 
lay level with the ground ; to subvert horn 
tho foundation ; to erase ; to overthrow ; 
to destroy ; to demolish ; to obliterate. 

Razee, ray-zoe (French). An epithet 
applied to any vessel cut down to an inferior 
class. 

Razzia. An Arabic word, signifying 
an incursion made by an armed force into 
an enemy’s country, for the purpose of 
carrying off caitlo and destroying the 
standing crops. Its meaning is sometimes 
extended to other sorts of incursions; but 
it is always connected with tho idea of 
pillage. 

Re. A Latin prefix used in composition, 
to denote iteration or backward action, or 
something being acted again, as, re-turn, 
re-admission. 

Reach, reetsh (Saxon, rcecan). Extent; 
power of attaining ; effort; limit; contriv- 
ance ; also, the distance between two 
points on the banks of a river, in which 
the current flows in a straight course. 

Reaction, re-akshun. Counteraction; 
resistance; the action whereby a thing 
acted upon returns the action upon the 
agent. In politics, the retiun to a former 
state of government, or of feeiisg, after % 
ehange. 
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Be-agent, re-ay-jent A test ; a 
name in ohecaistiy. for those substances 
which are used to aisoover the presence of 
other substances^ in solution. 

BeaL A Spanish coin, varying in value 
from twopenco-halfponny up to slxponce- 
helfpenny. 

Beal, re-al (Latin, m, a thing). Actu- 
ally existing; true ; genuine ; opposed to 
fictitious. In law, pertaining to things 
fixed/ permanent, or immovable, as real 
estate, in contradistinction to personal or 
movable property. Real propei'iif con- 
sists in lands, tenements, and heredita- 
ments. 

Xtealistic, real-istik. A species of 
philosophy practised by a sect called* 
Realist8,yrho maintained that the terms for 
denoting the genera or species of things 
represent real existences, and not mere 
names. 

Bealize, reah-lizo (French, realim'). 
To bring into being or action j to impress 
os a reality, or treat as real ; to convert 
valuables into money, or money into 
valuables ; to make a profit ; to render 
tangible ; to accomplish certain desires ; 
to effect certain ends. 

Bealm, relm (French, royanme). The 
territory of a sovereign ; the land or coun- 
try ruled or governed ; the dominion or 
government of a king. 

Beajn, reem (Saxon). A bundle or 
package of paper, containing twenty 
quires. 

Bearguard^ reer-gard. The body of 
soldiers which is placed in the rear of an 
army to defend it. 

^-assure, ree - ash - shure (French, 
reassurer). To rost^re courage to ; to free 
from terror* 

Bebate, re-bate 7 (Latin, r«, 

Bebatement,re-batement | again ; 
French, hatire, to beat down). In com- 
merce, discount or deduction from the 
stipulated price. In heraldry, an abate- 
ment of the bearings in a coat of arms. In 
architecture, a groove sunk on the edge of 
any piece of materitd. 

Bebeo, re-bek (Italian, ribeed), A 
Moorish instrument of music, resembling a 
three-stringed fiddle. 

Bebellion, re-bel-yun (Latin, re, again ; 
hello, to war.) An open and armed xenun- 
qiation of the authority of the government 
of one’s own country ; resistanoe to consti- 
tuted authority. “ > ,.* 
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BebufiT, re-buff (French, rebuffo). A 
sudden check ; refusal with harshness ; 
stern rejection ; denial; defeat; repulse. 

Bebufi, reeb-us (Latin, res, a thing), 
A conceit or fancy expressed by things ; an 
enigmatical representation of some name, 
by using only pictures and figures. 

Bebut, re-but (French, rebuier). To 
repel ; to foil ; to oppose by argument. 

Beoant, re-kant (French, recliatUer, to 
sing, or chant again). To revoke; to 
retract what has been said; to declare 
a change of opinion. 

B6capitulate,reekah-pittu-late(Latin, 
re, again ; capio, to take). To repeat the 
heads or chief points of ; to give a sum- 
mary of the principal things mentioned ; to 
reiterate the sum of a previous discourse. 

Becede, ro-seed (Latin, re, back ; cedo, 
to move). To go back; to withdraw; 
to retire ; to return. 

Becent, roese-ent (Latin, recem). New ; 
late ; fresh ; happening not long ago ; 
received lately ; being of modem origin or 
existence. 

Beceptacle, ro-soptah-kl (Latin, re- 
civio, to receive). A place or vessel in 
which anything is received, or in which it 
is contained. 

Becess, ro-sess (I^tin, re, back ; cedo, 
to move). A withdrawing or moving bock ; 
suspension or remission of business ,part 
of a room formed by the receding of the 
wall ; a secret place ; the retreating of the 
shore from tho general line, so as to form 
a kind of bay., 

Bechauffe, ray-shofay (French). Lite- 
rally, a wanning up of food ; and hence 
applied, in literary or artistic matters, to 
the giving as new what is old ; offering to 
the public in a now form what has already 
been presented. 

Becberche, rc-share-shay (French). 
Refined ; in good tavste ; selected with 
the utmost* care. 

Becipe, ressy-pe (Latin, imperative of 
recipio, to take). A medical proscription ; 
a direction of medicines to be taken by a 
patient. 

Becipient, re-sippy-ent (Latin, recipio, 
to take). One who receives ; a receiver ; 
the person or thing to which anything is 
communicated. 

Beciprocal, ro-sippro-kal (Latin, red- 
procus). Interchango of action ; done by 
one person in response to something done 
byapothejp; idteraato; mutual. 
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JEtecital, re sytal (Latin, re, again' ; cito, 
to call over). Rehearsal; a narration 
affecting the interest of some individual ; 
a tolling or enumerating of particulars ; 
the repetition of the words of another or of 
writing. 

Recitative, ressy- tah-teov (Italian, 
recitativo). A term in music for a tuneful 
kind of pronunciation, more musical than 
common speech, and loss so than song; 
something Dotweon recitation and singing. 

Reckoning, rok-kn-ing. The act of 
computing or calculating. In navigation, 
the place of a ship, calculated from the rate 
as determined by the log, and the course as 
determined by the compas.s, the original 
starting-point being known. 

Reclaim, re-klamo (Latin, » e, back ; 
clamo, to call). To call back to its right 
place that which has gone astray; to 
reform from evil courses ; to reduce from 
a wild to a tamo or cultivated state, as 
beasts, land, &c. ; to recover, or attempt 
to recover. 

Recline, re-kline (Latin, re, back ; 
chnOy to bend). To lean back ; to repose ; 
to rest on one side or sideways. 

Recluse, ro-cluzo (Latin, re/ claudo, to 
close). One who lives in rotiromont or 
apart from the world ; one who shuts him- 
self up from the society of man ; a her- 
mit ; a monk. 

Recognisance, ro-kogny-zans, or re- 
konny-zans (Latin, re, again ; con, with ; 
noscoy to know). In law, a bond of record, 
testifying the recogniaor to owe to tho re- 
cofjnisee a certain sum of money acknow- 
ledged in some court of record. 

Recognize, rekkog-nizo (Latin, re, 
again; cony with; nosco, to know). To 
know again ; to acknowledge ; to review ; 
to admit, as an obligation. 

Recoil, re-koyl (Latin, re, back ; culuSy 
the tail). To rush or fall back; to start 
backward ; to shrink from ; to move back, 
as a cannon or gun when fired. 

Recompense, rekkum-pense (Latin, re, 
again ; con, with ; -pendoy to weigh). Re- 
ward; equivalent; compensation. 

Reconcile, rekkun - silo (Latin, re, 
again ; concilwy to conciliate). To restore 
to friendship or favour ; to appease enmity 
between ; to bring to acqui^oence ; to 
make consistent. 

Recondite, r&kkon-dite (Latin, re, 
again ; cwido, to conceal). Difficult ; pro- 
foimd ; secret ; hidden from the view or 
mteUect. 


Reconnoitre, rekkon-noytr, or rokkon* 
noy-tur (Latin, re, again; cogmscoy to 
know). A term in military language, 
meaning to inform one’s self, by actual 
inspection, of tho situation of an enemy, 
tho nature of the ground, the disposition 
of the troops, &c. In a general sense, to 
survey ; to examino by tho eye. 

Recount, re-kownt (French, raconhr). 
To relate in detail; to narrate; to tell 
over again ; to repeat. 

Recourse, re-korse (Latin, re, again ; 
curi'Oy to run). Application, as for help or 
protection ; application of etforts, art, or 
labour. 

Recreant, rekry-ant (French, rccriunt'). 
Cowardly; mean-spirited; false to tnist; 
begging for mercy. One who yields or is 
defeated with dishonour; one who llios 
from battlo. 

Recreation, rekkry-^sbun (Latin, re, 
again ; ci'eo, to create). Relief from toil ; 
relaxation of labour ; amusement ; ploa- 
sart and agreeable employment; diver- 
sion. 

Recriminate, ro-krimmy-nate (Latin, 
re, again ; ctirmnory to accuse). To return 
one accusation with another ; to retort an 
accusation. 

Recruit, re-kroot (French, recj'uter, 
from Latin, rect'escercy to grow again). To 
add to the number or quantity ; to supply 
a lo.ss or deficiency; to supply a defici- 
ency of troops with new men ; to repair ; 
to restore ; to regain ; to retrieve. 

Rectangle, rek-tang-gl (Latin, recin$y 
right; angulusy an angle). In geometry, 
a figure, the sides of which are all right 
angles ; in arithmetic, tho product of two *• 
lines multiplied into each other. 

Rectify, rekty-fi (Latin, rectusy right; 
faciOy to make). To make or cause to bo 
right; to render conformable to rule or 
order ; to correct, redress, adjust, 
amend. In distilling, to cloanse. puiify, 
and increase the strength of spirit, by re- 
peating the process. 

Rectilineal, rekty-lin-eel \ ( L a t i n, 

Rectilinear, rokty-lin-eer j rectus, 
right ; lineay a line). Having or consisting 
of right lines ; having straight lines. 

Rectitude, rektv-tudo (Latin, rectus, 
right). Rightness of principle or practice ; 
uprightness in all things ; freedom from 
any vice or bias. 

Rector, rek-tur (Latin, rego, to rule)* 
A rulor or governor ; a clorg^an who We 
the charge and cure of a parish ; the mini- 
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tier of on unimpropriated parish; the 
bead of a religious house or seminary. 

Becumbent, re-kumbont (Latin, re- 
camho, to lean upon). In a lying or loan- 
ing posture ; i-eposing ; relying upon ; in- 
active. 

Recur, re-kur (Latin, re, ^ain ; cwn-o, 
to run). To return to the mind ; to have 
recourse to, or take refuge in ; to occur at 
stated intervals, or by rule. 

Recusant, re-kewzant (Latin, recuaansy 
refusing). One who refuses to acknow- 
ledge tlie supremacy of the Crown in reli- 
gious matters ; one who refuses to comply 
with or conform to the terms of a commu- 
nity or society. 

Redan, re-dan (French). In fortifica- 
tion, a work intended or formed with salient 
and re-entering angles, so that one part 
may re-flank and defend another ; it assumes 
the form of an inverted V, the angle out- 
ward. 

Redemption, ro-dempshun (Latin, re, 
again ; ertio, to purchase). Literally, re- 
purchase ; in law, a conditional contract, 
whereby ttie equity of re-entering lands, 
&;c., is retained, on paying the purchase- 
money and legal charges ; ransom ; 
release; deliverance from punishment or 
death. 

Red Better. A red-letter day is syno- 
nymous with a fortunate one, so called 
because festivals were formerly marked 
with red letters in the calendar. 

Redolent, reddo-lent (Latin, re, t^ain ; 
oho, to smell). Sweet of scent ; having or 
diffusing a sweet odour; emitting fra- 
grance ; breathing forth perfume. 

Redoubtable, re-dowtah-bl (French, 
rtdovbier, to dread). Formidable ; terrible 
to foes; to be efroaded; to be regarded 
with fear and awe. - 

Redound, re-downd (Latin, re, a^in ; 
a wave). To bo sent, rollea, or 
driven back ; to conduce ; to result. 

Redress, re-dress (French, redresser). 
To remedy wrong ; to set nght ; to nlake 
amends for ; to repair ; to relieve. 

Redundant, re-dundant (Latin, re, 
a^n ; unda, a wave). Superfluous ; super- 
abundant ; exceeding what is natural 
or necessaiy ; emplo^ng more words or 
images than are requisite. 

Reef^reef (German, A range of 

rocks lying generally near the surface of 
the water. In nautical affairs, a certain 
l>onion of a mil between the top and 


bottom, with a row of eyelet holes, which 
is folded or rolled up, to contract the sail, 
when the violence of the wind renders 
such a course necessary. 

Reek, reek (Saxon, rec). To omit steam 
or vapour ; to exhale ; to smoke. 

Reeve, reev (Saxon, gerefa, an officer 
or governor). An officer, steward, or 

f overnor, as shire-re^ve, that is, sheriff; 
orough-reeve. 

RefectoiTT, re-fektur-o (Latin, reficio, 
to refresh), A place or room for refection ; 
an apartment in monasteries and con- 
vents, used as a dining hall. 

Reflex, re-fleks (Latin, re, back; 
flecto, to bend). Directed backward ; in 
a picture, that part which is illuminated by 
reflected light from another part of the 
same picture. 

Refraction, re-frakshun (Latin, re, 
back ; frango, to break). A term techni- 
cally applied to denote the deviation of 
bodies in motion (especially rays of light) 
from their original course, arising from 
different densities of the several parts of 
Iftie medium through which they pass. 

Refractory, ro-fraktur-e (Latin, re, 
backward ; frango, to break). Obstinate ; 
stubborn ; not submitting to authority or 
command. 

Refrain, ro-frane (Latin, re, again; 
freenmn, a bridle). To hold back ; to stay 
action ; to abstain ; to forbear. 

Refrain, re-frane. In music, the burden 
of a song, or rotura to tho first part. 

Refrangibility, re - franjy - billy - ty 
(Latin, re, again ; frango, to break). In 
optics, the disposition of tho rays of light 
to bo refracted in passing from one me- 
dium into another. 

Refrigerate, ro-frijjy-rate (Latin, re, 
again , frigeo, to bo cool). To cool ; to 
refresh ; to allay or abate heat. 

Refugee, reff u-jeo. Ono who flies from 
his native country and takes refugo in 
another ; one who seeks protection from 
some other country or power than his 
own. 

ItofUlg ence, re - fuljens (Latin, re, 
£^ain ; julgeo, to shine). Brilliancy of 
light ; sparkle ; splendour ; a flood of 
light ; continuous brilliancy. 

Refund, re-fund (Latin, re, back ; 
fundo, to pour). Literally, to pour back ; 
hence, to restore ; to repay ; to return 
what has been received. 
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Befate, re-fute (Latin, re, again ; Juto, 
to disprove). To disprove by force of 
argument ; to show to be false or erroneous; 
to repel by force of reasoning ; to confute ; 
to vanquish. 

Begal, reeg-al (Laiio, rex, a king). 
Pertaining to a sovereign ; kingly ; royM ; 
belonging to a ruler. 

Heeale, re-gale (Latin, regalie, kingly). 
Literally, to entertain like a king ; to feast 
sumptuously ; to gratify with good cheer ; 
to enjoy the refreshment of food ; to 
furnish something which delights, charms, 
or pleases the senses or taste. 

Regalia, re-galo-yah (Latin, regalls, 
kingly). Ensigns of royalty ; the apparatus 
of a coronation, as the crown, sceptre, orb, 
swords of state, &c. In politics, the rights 
and prerogatives of a king. In ecclesi- 
astical affairs, the privileges attaching to 
cathedrals, &c., and enjoyed by the grant 
of the sovereign. 

Regatta, ro-gattah (Italian). A name 
originally given at Venice to an exhibition 
on tho water, in which the gondoliers con- 
test for superiority in the art of rowing 
tho gondolas ; applied by us to a sailing or 
rowing match with boats, in which prizes 
are contended for. 

Regency, reejen-sy (Latin, rego, to 
govern). Authority ; government ; govorn- 
ment administered for another; tho persons 
entrusted with vicarious government ; tho 
district under the jurisdiction of a vice- 
regent. 

Regenerate, re-jenny-rate (Latin, re, 
again ; genero, to beget). To re-produce ; 
re-create ; to give new life ; to change 
tho heart; to form into a new or better 
state. 

Regicide rejjy-side (Latin, rex, a 
king ; ceedo, to kill). Tho act of murdering 
a king ; one who kills a king. 

Regime, ray-djeem (French). Form 
of government ; administration ; mode of 
living. 

Regimen, rejjy-mon (Latin, rego, to 
govern). Regulation of diet and mode of 
living, w'ith a view to the preservation or 
restoration of health; in grammar, that 
part of syntax which regulates tho govern- 
ment of words ; the words governed. 

Regiment, rojjy-ment (French, from 
Latin, rego, to rule). A body or number of 
soldiers under the regiinent, or command, of 
a colonel. A regiment usually consists of 
about a iboiiaand men. 
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Region, reej-yun (Latin, rego, to 
govern). A government or district under 
one ruler; a district or tract cither of 
earth or air; a kingdom; a country; part 
of a body. 

Register rejjis-tur (Latin, regero, to 
write down). A written account or entry 
of facts, for transmitting to others, or to 
future times, an exact knowledge of transac- 
tions ; a record ; a list. 

Registrar, rojjis-trar (Latin, regis- 
trarius). An officer who has the care of 
public records ; one who is appointed to 
record certain events, as births, deaths, or 
marriages. 

Reginm Donum, reejy-um do-nura 
(Latin, royal gift). An annual grant of 
public money in aid of tho Presbyterian 
clergy of Ireland. 

Regius Professor,reejy-us pro-fessor. 
A name given to those who hold professor- 
ships in the English universities, established 
hy royal bounty. 

Regnant, reg-nant (Latin, rego, to 
goverr). Dominant; reigning; exercising 
royal authority ; ruling ; governing. 

Regression, re-gresshun (Latin, re, 
back; gradior, to go). The act of going or 
moving back ; return ; power of returning ; 
the reverse of progression. 

Regulars. In military affairs, that 
part of the army which is permanently 
established and retained. 

Regurgitate, re-gurjy-tate (Latin, re; 
a whirlpool). To throw or pour 
anything absorbed ; to reflow or flow 
back ; to be poured back. 

Re-habilitation, rehah-billit-ayshun. 
In law, the reinstatement of a criminal 
in his personal rights, lost by a judicial 
sentence ; restoration ; ro-establisnment ; 
investiture with power and authority. 

Rehearse, re-berse (from re~hear). To 
cause to hear or ro-hoav ; to tell to the 
oar ; to tell in detail ; to repeat ; to recite ; 
to relate. 

Reimburse, re-imburso (Latin, re, 
a^in. French, en, in; bourse, a purse). 
Literally, to put into tho purse again ; to 
refund; to make good a loss or outlay by 
re-payment. 

Reinforce, ro-inforse (Latin, re, again; 
in; fortis, stren^h). To strenf^hen with 
new force or assistance ; in artillery, ap* 
Ued to that part of a gun nearest the 
reech, made stronger to resist the #zplo« 
siv© force of the powder. 
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Reinstate, re-iaAtaie. To place a^in 
iu a state or condition previously occupied; 
to restore possessions which have been re- 
moved ; to re-invest. 

Ileis Effendit reez-ef-lendy. One of 
the principal Turkish officers of state. 

Beiterate, re-itter-rate (Latin, re, 
ii|;;ain; itero, to repeat). To repeat; to 
B^e the same statement, or say the same 
words again and again. 

Beject, re-jekt (Latin, r^'ieio, to cast 
back). To refuse anything offered ; to 
dismiss without compliance ; to throw 
aside as useless; to cast away as evil ; to 
discard; repel; renounce. 

Bejoinder, re-jo3mdur (Latin, r«, again; 
jungo, to join). The answer to a reply ; 
in law-pleadings, the defendant’s answer to 
the plaintifiTs replication. 

Bejuvenescence, re-jeuvy-nessens 
(Latin, re, again ; young). A resto- 

ration of youth ; the state of being young 
again. 

Belapse, re-laps (Latin, re, back ; labor, 
to fall). To fall back again ; to pass back 
into a former state or condition ; to lose 
ground ; to fail in progress. 

Belax, re-laks (Latin, re, again ; laxus, 
loose). To loospn; to slacken; to make 
less severe; to abate rigour or force; to 
labour less earnestly ; to remit from close 
attention ; to relieve from constipation. 

Belay, re-lay (French, relais). A supply 
of horses, kept in readiness at different 
stages on the road to relieve others. A 
relay of ground is ground laid up in 
fallow. 

Belease, re-leeso (French, relaisser). 
To loosen, or set loose or free ; to free from 
restraint, obligation, or penalty; liberation 
from confinement, restraint, or responsi- 
bility. In law, a release is an instrument 
in writing by which estates, rights, titles, 
entries, actions, and other matters, are ex- 
tinguished and discharged. 

Belegatlon, relly-gayshun (Latin, re, 
back ; kao, to send). The act of banish- 
ment; the pending into exile; judicial 
banishment. 

Belent, re-lent (Latin, re; lentue, soft, 
pliant). To soften in ' temper ; to be- 
come more mild; to have mercy upon; 
to take compasBicc; to relax; to remit 
severity. 

Belevant, relly-vant (French, relmr, 
to raise). Assistmg or aiding ; acting in 


alliance with; having applicableness ia 
argument; pertinent; relating to. 

Belie, rel-ik (Latin, rdingito, to leave). 
That which is left, or which remains ; the 
body remaining after the soul has fled; 
an3d*hing left behind ; something kept as 
an object of religious veneration; some- 
thing preserved as a memorial or remem- 
brance. 

Belict, rel-ikt (Latin, rdinquo, to 
leave). A widow; a woman left desolate 
by the loss of hor husband. 

Believo, re-leeve (Italian). In sculp- 

beyond above the^lane or ground on 
which it is formed. It is of three kinds, 
alto-relievo (high relief) ; hasio-relievo (low 
relief) ; devii-relievo (half relief). 

Belinquish, re-linkwish (Latin, relin- 
qm, to leave). To abandon ; to resign ; to 
forego claim to; to leave; to quit; to 
depart from ; to forsake. 

Beliquary, relly-kwary (Latin, relin- 
quo, to feave^ A receptacle for the relics 
venerated in Boman Catholic churches. 

Beluctance, re-luktans (Latin, re, 
again; luetor, to strive). Unwillingness; 
repugnance ; struggle in opposing. 

Bemainder, re-mayndur (Latin, rema- 
neo, to remain). That which is left after 
a j^art is taken away; in law, an estate 
limited in lands, tenements, or rents, to 
be enjoyed after the expiration of another 
particular estate. 

Bemand, ro-mand (Latin, re, back; 
mandoy to command). To send back ; to 
commit again into the hands of a gaoler. 

Bemedy, remmy-dy (Latin, medeor, to 
cure). An^hing calculated to heal or 
cure ; that which bestows health or safety ; 
that which cures an evil or repairs a loss ; 
redress; aid; help; relief. 

Beminiscenoe, remmy-nissens (Latin, 
reminisces, to remember). Recollection; 
remembrance ; recoveiy of ideas ; re- 
calling to mind; a relation of what ii 
recollected. 

Bemiss, re-miss (Latin, remisms). Care- 
less; negligent; tardy in the performance 
of duty; unmindful of obligation; heed- 
less; dilatoiy; slack. 

Beixusaion, re-misshmi (Latin, remitto^ 
to send back). Abatement; relaxation; 
moderation; diminution of intensity; tem- 
porary suspension of violence; relloquish* 
ment of a claim. 
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Bemittanee* re-mittans (Latln^ rtmiOo, 
to send back). The aot of sending money 
to a distance ; money sent to a distance. 

Bemittentf re>mittent. Having alter* 
late increase and remission, as a remittent 
tever, 

Benmant, rem-nant (corrupted from 
remanent). AnytbinjBT which is left or 
remains ; the portion remaining after 
partial destruction, removal, or separation. 

Bemon&trate, re-monstrate (Latin, re, 
again; monstro, to show). To show reason 
against anything in forcible terms; to 
appeal strongly against any course or 
measure ; to make urgent representation ; 
to expostulate. 

Bemorse, re-morse (Latin, re, again ; 
mordeo, to gnaw). Keen pain or anguish 
caused by a sense of guilt; uneasiness 
occasionea by a guilty conscience; com- 
punction ; regret for faults committed. 

Bemote, re-mote (Latin, removeo, to 
remove). Distant in place or time ; not 
agreeing with in quality ; not proximate as a 
cause; foreign; alien; slight; inconsiderable. 

Bemuneration, ro-mewny-rayshun 
(Latin, re, again ; munus, a gift). Reward ; 
requital ; recompense ; payment for laliour 
performed ; equivalent for services rendered. 

BeTiaisaance, ray-naysahnse (French). 
Literally, new birth. In the fine arts, a 
term applied to that peculiar style of 
decoration revived by Raphael, in the 
pontificate of Leo the Tenth, and which 
resulted from the discoveries he made of 
paintings then recently exhumed ; upon 
these was based a new style of decoration, 
having ^eater freedom than the antique, 
but resulting therefrom. 

Bencontre, ron-konte or reij-kowntur 
(French^. A collision ; combat without 
premeditation; an engagement between 
armies or fleets ; applied in a general sense 
to a meeting ; opportunity of seeing, &c. 

Bendezvous, ronday-voo or rendy-voo 
(French). A meeting>plaoe ; a place ap- 
pointed ; a house of call ; a place for 
assembling troops ; a meeting. 

B€negade» renny-gade ) (Latin, rene- 

Bdaegado,renny-gaydo J ffatui, one 
who cenies his religion). An apostate from 
the fialtfa ; a deserter of his party ; one who 
goes over to the enemy ; a deserter ; a 
revolter ; a vagabond. 

Benitenoe, re-nytens } (Lot., renttms, 

Benitency, re-nytensy J resisung). In 
mechanics, the resistance in solid c^es 


when they press upon and are impeUad 
against one another. 

Bsnoun’oe, re-nownse (Latin, re, back; 
nwicio, to tell). To disown ; to disclaim | 
to break off connection with ; to put awaj 
from ; to reject, deny, abandon, 

Benovate, renno-vate (Lat., re, again ; 
novun, new). To make anew ; to restore 
to the first state or primitive condition ; 
to render new^ frosh, or vigorous ; to renew 
after decay. 

Benown, ro-nown (Latin, re, acrain ; 
nomen, a name). Fame or colobrifcy ; 
exalted reputation resulting from the 
praise acconlod to great achievements, 
accomplishments, Ac. 

Beparation, reppar-ayshun (Latin, r«, 
again ; paro, to make ready). The act of 
making amends ; recompense for an in- 
jury ; indemnification for loss or damage. 

Bepartee, roppar-tee (French, from 
rqmrCir, to return a blow, as in fencing). 

A smart reply ; a witty rejoinder ; a 
retort. 

Bepast, re-past (Latin, re, again ; pa»- 
tm, food). A meal ; food or victuals ; the 
taking of food or victuals. 

Bepeal, re-peel (French, rappeler, to 
recall). To recall ; to revoke ; to abro- 
gate ; to make void by an authoritative act. 

Bepeater, re-peetur. A watch that 
strikes the hours at pleasure, by the com- 
pression of a spring. 

Bepel, re-pel (Latin, re, back ; pello, 
to drive). To drive back ; to force to re- 
turn ; to thrust away ; to reject ; to refuse. 

Bepertory, repper-turry (French, re- 
pertoire). A treasury ; a roa^zine ; a re- 
pository; a place where things may be 
found. 

Beplenish, re-plennish (Lat., again ; 
plenva, full). To re-fill; to supply with 
what is required ; to stock abundantly ; to 
recover fulness ; to complete. 

Replete, re-pleot (Latin, repUo, to fill). 
Full ; completely filled ; filled to excess. 

Replevin, re-plewin (low Latin, re- • 
plegio). In law, an action granted on a 
distress, by which a person whose cattle or 
goods are distrained has them returned^ to 
his own possession, upon giving security 
to try, in a suit at law, the i^ht of taking. 

Beplicaticn, repply-kayshun (Latin, 
replico, to answer). An answer ; a r^ly. 
In law, the plaintifiTs answer tQ the <&• 
fendant’s plea. 
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Beprehenslble, reppry - hensy - bl 
(Latin, r«, a^n ; pmiendOf to lay hold of). 
Blame^ble; open to censure; deserving 
rebuke; culpable; censurable. 

Representative, reppry - zentah - tiv 
(Latin, re, again ; praisens, present). Ex- 
iubiting likeness ; bearing the character of 
another ; one who exhibits the likeness of 
another; one who exercises power given 
by another; that by which anything is 
shown. 

Repress, re-press (Latin, reprimo). To 
press back ; to force back or restrain ; to 
subdue or keep down ; to crush ; to check. 

Reprieve, re-proev (French, reprendre, 
to take back). Kespite after sentence ; 
suspension of the execution of a sentence ; 
interval of ease or relief. 

Reprimand, reppry-mand (Latin, re- 
pHmaTidus, to be checked or admon- 
ished). Eeprehension ; severe reproof for 
a fault ; censure administered publicly. 

Reprisal, re-pryzal (French, reprendre, 
to re-take). The seizure of anything from 
an enemy by way of retaliation or indem- 
nihoaiion for something taken and de- 
tained by him; the re-taking of one’s 
own. 

Reprobate, reppro-bate (Latin, 
ho, to reject). An abandoned person ; one 
lost to shame; one regardless of all law, 
human and divine. 

Reprobation, reppro-bayshun (Latin, 
r»ro6o, to reject). The act of disowning 
with marked displeasure ; sentence of con- 
demnation ; the state of being abandoned 
to eternal destruction. 

Reptile, rep-tile or rep-til (Latin, r^to, 
to creep). An animal which creeps or 
crawls ; on animal that advances upon its 
belly, as a serpent; metaphorically, ap- 
plied to a mean, grovelling person. 

Republic, re - publik (Latin, res, a 
government ; publicus, public). A state in 
which the sovereign power is lodged in 
representatives elected by the citizens. 
Jt^ublic of UtUn, the ooUective body of 
learned men. 

Repudiate, re-pewdy-ate (Latin, re- 
pudivM, a bill of divorcement). To 
divorce ; to put away ; to reject ; to 
deny a rei^onsibility or a liability; to 
refuse to pay debts which have been in- 
curred. 

l^pugnance, I’e-pn^anse (Latin, re- 
ptile, to resist). Unwillingness ; reluct- I 
once; struggle of opposition; inherent | 


dislike; aversion; contrariety or inoon- 
sistenoy. 

Repulse, re-pulse (Latin, re, back; 
pello, to drive). To beat back or drive 
off; to check in advance; to reject; to 
deny; to refuse. 

Requiem, reekwy-em (Latin, repdes, 
rest). A hymn or prayer imploring rest 
for tho dead; in the Komish Church, a 
hymn or mass sung for the requiem of the 
dead; also, a grand musical composition 
performed in honour of some dead person. 

Requite, re-kwite (French, requiter). 
To return either good or ill ; to repay 
either a service or an injury ; to give like 
for like; to repay; to recompense; to 
reward. 

Rescind, re-sind (Latin, re; edndo, to 
cut). Literally, to cut off ; hence, to an- 
nul; to revoke; to abrogate. 

Rescript, re-skript (Latin, re, back; 
scriho, to write). The answer of an em- 
peror when consulted on some difficult 
question; equivalent to an edict or de- 
cree. 

Reserve, re - zerv (Latin, re, back; 
servo, to keep). To keep back for especial 
use; to retain in one’s own power; to 
store for an emergency or time of need. 

Reserved, re - zervd. Exclusive in 
habits ; cold or distant in manner ; back* 
ward in conversation ; wanting in cordi- 
ality; unsociable. 

Reservoir, rezzur-vwor (French). A 
large collection of water, from which the 
surrounding neighbourhood is supplied ; a 
place where something is kept in store. 

Residuarv, re-ziddu-ary (Latin, rest- 
deo, to remain). Pertaining to the residue, 
or part remaining. Residuary leaatee is a 
person to whom is bequeathed that 
of the effects and estate which remains 
after deducting all the debts and specific 
legacies. 

Residue, rezzy-du (Latin, resideo, to 
remain). That which remains; that which 
is left; that which settles or sinks to tho 
bottom. 

Residuum, re-ziddu-tim. In oho- 
mistry, that wmoh remains as the result of 
any process' after the more valuable por- 
tion has been poured or drawn off: alsa 
called caput mortuum, * 

Resilient, re-zilly-ent (Latin, re. again 
salio, to leap). Rebounding ; leaping 
back; retreating quickly, 
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Besolvent, re-zolveni (Lat., r«, again; 
9$lvo^ to loosen). That whieh causes solu> 
tion ; that which is capable of dissolving ; 
in medicine, that which has the power 
of preventing the suppuration of humours. 

Itesonance, rezzo-nans^Lat., re^ again; 
*0740, to sound). A returning sound; re- 
verbex’ation ; in music, prolonged and re- 
flected sound. 

Resort, re-zawrt (French, ressortir). 
To have recourse; to apply; to return 
frequently ; to repair. 

Respiration, respy - rayshun (Latin, 
re, again ; spiro, to breathe). The act of 
breaihing ; relief from toil ; an interval. 

Respite, res-pit (Frecch, reiHC). Tom- 

S suspension or delay, as of labour or 
ment ; relief by a pause ; to prolong ; 
to suspend. 

Resplendent, re-splen-dent f Latin, 
re, again; sjolendeo, to shine). Shining 
brightly; exceeding in brilliancy; refulgent. 

Respond, re-spond (Latin, respondeo^ 
to answer). To answer; to reply agree- 
ably; to satisfy an appeal; to answer when 
called upon ; to suit. 

Response, re-sponse (Latin, respondeo^ 
to answer). A reply ; a suitable answer ; a 
sentence repeated after the minister in 
religious services, by way of answer or 
aequiesccnce. 

Rest, rest (Saxon, rest). Cessation of 
action or motion; quiet; repose; sleep; 
death. In music, a pause or interval of 
silence. In commerce, rests are the days 
of grace which are allowed for the pajrmont 
of the foreign bills and notes. A restin 
also an amount set apart in a banking 
establishment as a sort of reserve fund for 
emergencies. 

Restaurant, resto-rong (French). Aa 
eating-house ; a place where the public may 
obtain refreshment. 

Restitution, resty-tewshun (Latin, 
restituOf to restore). The act of giving back 
anything which has been taken away ; re- 
conferring rights, rank, offices, or privilege 
of which a person has been deprived; 
making good loss or damage; indemnifi* 
cation. 

Restorative, re-storrah-tiv. Having 
the power to recruit any waste ; a medicine 
whi^ tends ta restore the strength imd 
vigour. 

Restrain^ re-strane (French, restravnr- 
divV To hold or hold back ; to repress ; 
to mnder ; tc limiti 


Restrict, re-strikt (Latin, rs, back 
stringo^ to gmsp). To limit or confine; 
to keep within bounds. 

Result, re-zplt (Latin, r«, back; safto, 
to leap). Literally, to leap back or 
rebound ; hence, to spring from ; to issue 
forth ; to ensue. 

Resume, ra-zewmay (French). A 
summing up ; a rooaj^itulation of the chief 
points ; a general review of the subject. 

Resumption, ro-zumpshun (Latin, ?-e, 
back; rumo, to take). The beginning 
anew after an intermission; the re-entering 
upon office or duty, after a temporary 
abandonment. 

Resuscitate, re-sussy-tate (Latin, 
rd, again ; auscito, to excite). To give new 
life to; to set up again; to renew; to 
revive. 

Retainer, ro-taynor (Latin, re ; teneo, to 
holdb A dependent; a domestic of a 
roval or noble household ; among lawyers, 
a fee paid to secure the servioes of a counsel 
for a certain cause. 

Retaliate, re-tallyate (Latiu, re, back , 
ialio, a requital). To return like for like , 
to requite ; to repay in kind. 

Retard, re-tord (Latin, tardus, slow). 
To hinder; to obstruct; to delay; to 
impede ; to prolong. 

Retention, ro-tenshun (Latin, retineo, 
to retain). The act of withholding; the 
power of keeping, as in the memeny; 
limitation or restraint. 

Reticence, retty-sense (Lat. ,reticenti(i). 
Concealment by silence. In rhetoric, a 
figure by which a prjrson really speaks of a 
thing, while he ma^os a show as ii he would 
say nothing on the subject. 

Reticule, retty-kule. A small net or 
bag, such as is usually carried by ladies* 

lEtetin^ retty-nah (Latin, refe, a net). 
The net-like expansion of the optic nerve 
laced at the back of the eye, and which 
as been called the fourth membrane of the 
eye. It is the true organ of vision. 

Retinue, retty-nu (French, reteuue), 
A number of followers or attendants; the 
persons composing the suit or train of a 
distinguished personage. 

Retort, re -tort (Lat., retmrius, twisted). 
Literally, to twist or throwback; hence, 
to return an argument or censure; to 
make a keen or severe reply. In eke<« 
mistiy, a retortis a globular or pear'^haped 
vessel with a long neck, bent nearly at 
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right angles with the body} used in dis- 
tillmg, preparing gases, &o« 

Itetraot» re-trakt (I^atin, re, back; 
irako, to draw). To withdraw or draw 
back: to recall what has been said; to 
disavow ; to unsay. 

Ketrencli, re-trench (Fr., re<ra>w4«-). 
To out or lop off, bonce, to curtail ex- 
TOnses ; to cut off cr dispense with super- 
nuities. 

Retribution, rettry-bSwshun (Latin, 
re, back s trilmo, to pay). Return accord- 
ing to the action; repayment; requital. 

Retrieve, re troev (French, retrouver, 
to find again). Literally, to find again; 
hence, to recover lost character; to regain 
forfeited position ; to restore from loss or 
injury to a former good state; to repair; 
to recall. 

Retriever, re-treevur. The name of 
a sporting dog employed to find out and 
bring game vmen snot. 

Betrooession, reetro-seshun (Latin, 
•efro, backward ; cedo, to go). The act of 
going backward; regression. 

Retrograde^ rettro-grado (Latin, retro, 
backward ; gradior, to step). To go back- 
ward ; to move reversely j to recede. 

Retrospect, rettro-spekt (Latin, retro, 
bock ; miew, to look). A view or look upon 
things behind or past ; the consideration of 
things past; review of time gone by; re- 
flection. 

B eunion, re-yoon-yun. A second union ; 
a meeting after separation or estrange- 
ment ; a social gathering. 

Beveill^, re- valo-yay (French, reveitler, 
to awake). In military affairs, the beat of 
drum, about day- break, to arouse the 
soldiers, and to notify to the sentinels to 
cease dballenging. 

Revel, rov-ol (Dutch, revelen, to rove, to 
rove loosely about). To feast with loose 
and noisy merriment ; to carouse ; a feast 
with noisy mirth ; a public time of rejoic- 
ing. 

]Bevelation, rewel-asyhiui (Latin, re- 
vsfo, to reveal). The act of disclosing what 
hsA been hitherto concealed; the com- 
muniGation of sacred truths from Heaven ; 
that which is revealed. 

Revenue, rewy-nu (Latin, re, back; 
veaio, to come). Literally, that which 
comes back ; hence, the return of gain or 
profit ; inoome ; annual produce of rents or 


Reverberate, re-verby-rate (Latin, r$, 
again ; verba'o, to strike). To beat back ; to 
bound back ; to resound ; to echo. 

Rever^ re-veer (Latin, re; wreor, to re- 
verence). To rerard with fear mingled with 
respect and affection ; to reverence ; to 
venerate ; to worship. 

Reverie, rewar-ry french). ^ Loose or 
roving thought ; a fit of idle musing ; wild 
fancy ; irregular ideas without retlection or 
connection. 

Reverse, re-verse (Latin, re, back ; verto, 
to turn). Literally, to turn back in a con- 
trary direction; contrary oropporite ; that 
side of a coin or medal on which the head 
is impressed; change or alteration to the 
contrary ; vicissitude of fortune. 

Reversion, ro-vershun (Latin, re, back; 
verto, to turn). The returning of property 
to the former owner or his heirs after the 
death of the present possessor ; a payment 
or benefit which is deferred till the happen- 
ing of some event, as the death of a certain 
person. 

Revert, ro-vert u jatin, re, back ; verto, to 
turn). To turn back ; to turn to the con- 
trary ; to change ; to refer again to. 

Revetment, re-vetment, or rev-ate- 
mawug (French). In fortification, a strong 
wall on the outside of a rampart, intended 
to support the earth. 

Review, re-vu. To look back on; to 
consider agi^ ; to examine a second time ; 
the act of surveying an army when per- 
forming its evolutions ; a critical essay on 
a new publication; a periodical work 
devoted chiefly to articles of a oritioal 
character. 

Revile, re-vile (rc and vile"). To apply 
opprobrious langua^ to ; to speak of ai 
vile, mean, or base ; to vilify ; to reproach ; 
to slander. 

Revise, re-vise (Latin, re, again ; video, 
to see). A second perusal or examination; 
among printers, a second proof of a sheet, 
taken after the corrections in the first; 
to examine with care; to review; to 
amend. 

Revive re-vyv (Latin, re, again ; v%vo, 
to live). To return to life ; to bring to lire 
again ; to recover new life or vigour ; tc 
recover from a state of depression of 
neglect ; to renew ; to rouse ag^. 

Revoke, re-voke (Latiu, re, baok; vooo, 
to call). To recall ; to rep^ ; to counter* 
mand; to restrain; in playing oank^ 
eiq>eGially the game of whudir, a revoke is 
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iho neglect of a party to follow sui| wben 
bi his pjwor to <fo so ; to declare void ; to 
repeal. 

Kevolt^re-volt (Latin, back ; volvot 
to turn). To fall off or turn from one to 
another ; to renounce allegiance in a 
body; to rebel. 

Aevolting, ro-volting (Latin, back ; 
xoboOi to turn). Any a^ extremely cruel 
or vicious ; horrible ; disgusting ; unht to 
be told. 

Revolution, rewo-lewshun (Latin, rs, 
again ; volvOf to turn). Literally, a rolling 
or moving round, a turning back or away; 
hence, the turning from the present course 
or progression by the people of a country; 
a great or entire change in any state of 
things. 

Revolve, re-volv (Latin, re, again; 
voZvo, to turn). To turn or roll round ; to 
move round a centre ; to turn again and 
again, as thoughts in the mind ; to consider ; 
to redect upon ; to contemplate. 

Revolver, re-volvur. A fire-arm with 
a number of barrels, which so revolve as to 
bring them into a position for being dis* 
charged. 

Revulsion, re-vulshun (Latin, revellOf 
to pluck away). The act of drawing or 
holding back ; in pathology, the occur* 
rence of a secondary disease in a part 
remote from the seat of the primary affec- 
tion. 

Resmard, ray-nard. An appellation 
given to a fox, especially in fables. 

Rhapsody, rapso-dy (Greek, rapto, to 
sew, or unite; ode, a songj. Originally, 
songs or portions of a jmem joined together 
or connected in the recital ; now applied to 
a collection of sentences having no natural 
connection or dependence ; a wild, ram- 
bling discourse. 

Rhetoric, retto-rik (Greek, rheo, to 
speak ). The art of speaking with ele^nce, 
propriety, and force ; the power oi per- 
suasion or attraction ; oratory. 

Rheum, rume (Greek, r«o, to flow). A 
thin,^ watery matter oozing from the glands, 
particularly near the mouth. 

Rhomb, rumb (Greek, rhomhos). A 
quadrangular figure, of which the opposite 
sides are equal and parallel, but the angles 
unequal. 

Rbyme, rime (Greek, lyihmoa). Verses 
terminating with similar sounds; corre- 
spondei.ee of soimds at the ends of veives ; 
verso Oi poetry in general 
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Rhyth]^ rithm (Greek, rythmoi). In 
musio, varied movement, regulating tho 
length or shortness, the quiclimess or slow- 
ness of the notes. In poetry, the relative 
duration of the time employed in pro- 
nouncing the syllables of a verse—the flow 
and proportion of sounds. 

Ribaldry, ribbald-ry (Italian, rUmt- 
deria). Language of mingled vulgarity and 
obscenity ; scurrility ; filthy jesting. 

Ricochet, rikko-shet, or rikko-shay 
(French). In gunnery, a method of tiring 
cannon, loaded with a small cliarge, and 
elevated from three to six degrees, so that 
the ball may bound and roll along the in- 
side of the enemy’s rampart. 

Riding^ ri-ding. In England, one of 
three portions into which the county of 
York IS divided. The tefm is corrupted 
from triUdTig, third. 

Ridotto, re-dotto. In Italy, a favourite 
public entertainment, consisting cliiefly of 
music and dancing. 

Rife, rife (Dutch, Prevalent 

abounding; frequent; predominant. 

Rift, rift (Saxon, ryft), A cleft; a 
fissure ; a breach made by riviug or split- 
ting ; to split ; to tear open. 

Rigging, rig-ing. A general name 
given to all the ropes or chains about the 
masts, yards, and other spars of a vessel, 
used to support the masts, and to extena 
or reduce tne sails, or arrange them to the 
disxiosition of the wind. 

Rigid, rij-id (Latin, rigeoy to be stiff). 
Stiff ; inflexible ; difficult to bend ; meta- 
phorically, unyielding ; harsh; severe. 

Rigour, rig-ur (Latin, ripso, to bo stiff). 
Stiffness ; inflexibility ; want of condescen- 
sion or yielding ; exactness ; severity. 

Reparian^ re-pary-an (Latin, ripa, a 
river). Belatmg or belonging to the bank 
of a river. 

Risible, rizzy-bl (Tjatin, ndeo, tolau^h). 
Having the power of laughing ; possessing 
the faculty of laughter ; exciting laughter. 

Rite^ rite (Latin, ritua)* A solemn act 
of religion ; an external ceremony; a cus- 
tomary observance. 

Ritomello, ritter-nello (Italian, n- 
(omo, to return). In inusic^ a repeat 
played while the principal voioes pause; 
the burden of a song. 

Ritual, rit-ynal (Latin, rtftM, a rite). 
A booA dlNctiag the order and tmuuifr of 
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tho oeromonioB to be observed in <^lebra< 
ting divine service ; a book in which the 
ritM and ceremonies of a religion are set 
down ; pertaining to or prescribing rites. 

Kivnlet, rivu>let (Latin, rivulus). A 
small river, brook, or stream of running 
water. 

Rix-doUar (Swedish, riks-daler, the 
dollar of the realm). A silver coin in 
Eaiope of different values, but usually 
from four shillings to four shillings and 
sixpence. 

Roadstead, rode-sted. A place whore 
there is anchorage, and a certain degree of 
shelter for shipping. 

Roan, rone (French, rouen). Of a bay, 
sorrel, or dark colour, with grey or white 
spots thickly interspersed ; the term is 
applied to horses. 

Robust, ro-bust (Latin, roher, strength). 
Strong ; hearty ; having a strong and mus- 
cular frame ; full of strength and vigour. 

Rodomontade, roddo-montade. Vain 
boasting; empty bluster; rant. From 
Rodomoniet the name of a boastful hero of 
Ariosto. 

Rogation, ro-^ayshun (Latin, rogare, 
to ask). Supplicatiou : the litany. Roga- 
tion weeh is the second week before Wliit- 
sunday, thus called from the three fast 
days observed therein, upon which extra- 
ordinary prayers are made for the fruits of 
the earth. 

Role, role (French). Character as- i 
Burned; part played; personation. | 

Rollicking, rollik-ing. Swaggering; 
careless and frolicsome in manner ; having 
an abandoned air. 

Romaic, ro-mayik. Modem Greek 
language. 

Romance, ro-manse. A tale of extra- 
ordinary adventures wholly fictitious, and 
bearing no resemblance to events in real 
life; any wild, extrava^nt story ; invention 
of the imagination. The term is derived 
from such tales being written originally in 
the BamwMs language, a mixture of 
{Roman) bad Latin and Frankish. 

Romenesque, roman-esk. In paint- 
ing, appertainmg to fable or romance ; in 
literature, the common dialect of Lan- 
guedoc, and other parts in the south of 
Famce. 

Romaniem, roman-izm. An epithet 
applied to tno tenets of the Churoh of 
Borne, or a tendency to adopt those 
tenets. 


Ropaantic, ro-maniik. Pertaining to 
romai^; wild; improbable; fanciful; 
opposed to the sober realities of life ; sen- 
timental. 

Rondeau, 1 (French, nmd, round). 

Rondo, rondo j A kind of poetry, com* 
monly consisting of thirteen verses, 
which eight have one rhyme, and five 
another. It is divided into three couplets, 
and at the commencement of the second 
and third the beginning of the rondeau 
is repeated in an equivocal sense. In 
music, the rondeau generally consists of 
three strains, the first of which closes in 
the original key, while each of the others 
is BO constructed in modulation as to re- 
oonduct the ear, easily and naturally, to the 
first strain ; also, a kind of jig or lively tune, 
which ends «7ith the first strain repeated. 

Roquelaure, rokky-lor. A long cloak 
for men, the name of which is supposed to 
be derived from that of a nobleman. 

Rosette, ro-zet. An imitation of a 
rose, made of various materials, and worn 
as a decoration. 

Rosicruciau, rozzy-krewshan. A sect 
or association of hermetical philosophers, 
who sprang up in Germany in tho four- 
teenth century, and advanced great pre- 
tensions to a knowledge of science. Among 
other things, they pretended to be masters 
of the secret of the philosopher’s stone. 
They took their name from ros, dew, and 
crior, cross; dew being the most powerful 
solvent of gold, according to their notions, 
and cross an emblem of light. 

Roster, ros-tur. In military affair^ 
the plan or table by which all military 
duty is regulated. 

lustrum, roB-trum (Latin). The beak 
of a bird ; the head of a ship ; a stage or 
platform from which orators harangue. In 
ancient Borne, a pulpit or stage in the 
Forum, so called from being oniamented 
with the prows (rostra) of the vessels taken 
from the Antiates. 

Rota, ro-tah (Latin, rota, a wheel). An 
ecclesiastical court of Borne, composed of 
twelve prelates. 

Rotation, ro-tayshun (Latin, rota, a 
wheel). The act of turning or revolving, as 
a wheel; regular succession; succeSnvs 
change in progression. 

Rote, rote (Latin, rota, a wheel). To 
learn by rote is to learn by going over and 
over again the same words ; repetition ot 
words by the memoxy, without attending 
to the meaning. 
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Rotunda, ro-tundah (Italian, rotondo). 
A building of a circular form both on the 
outiude and the inside. 

Roue, roo-ay (French). One devoted to 
sensual pleasures ; a debauchee ; a person 
systematically practising vice; a profli- 
gate. This term was originally applied to 
I a criminal who had been broken on the 
{roiie) wheel. 

Rouge, rooj (French), A red paint 
for themce. 

Rough Casting, ruff kasting. In 
building, the ordinary mode of finishing 
the plaster and lath outside work of cot- 
tages and inferior buUdings ; forming or 
moulding rudely. 

Rough Draught, ruff drahft. A 
draught not perfected ; a document con- 
taining the rudiments only; a rude sketch 
or drawing in outline. 

Rough shod, ruflf shod. Having shoes 
armed with points, so as to afford a hold 
of slippery ground. 

Rouleau, roo-lo (French). A little 
roll or bundle of paper, as a roll of gold 
in paper. 

Roulette^ roo-lot (French). A game of 
chance in which a ball rolls around a circle 
of coloured spaces. 

Round ]^umber. A number which 
ends with a cipher. 

Round Robin. A written petition, 
memorial, or remonstrance, the signatures 
to which are placed round it in a circle, 
so as not to show who signed it first. 

Roundelay, rowndy-lay (French, ro»- 
dx)let). A song or tune, and also a dance, 
in which passages or parts are repeated. 

Rout, rowt (Latin, ruptm, broken). 
The breaking and discomfiture of a body 
of troops ; the putting of a body of per- 
sons to flight ; a clamorous or tumultuous 
multitude; also, the name given to a 
fashionable assembly or large evening 
party. 

Route, root (French). A road ; a way ; 
n journey ; the course or way travelled. 

Routine, roo-teen (Latin, rota, a 
whoel). Round or course of busings; 
recurring order of practice or pursuit; 
iuty penormed according to certain rules ; 
method; practice; custom. 

Roving Commission. In nautical 
affairs, an authority granted bv the Admi- 
ralty to the officer in command of a vessel 
to cruise wherever he may see fit; colloqui- 


ally applied to that kind of liberty which 
admits of a person’s going where he pleases. 

Rubble, rub-bl. Bough unhewn stone; 
the upper, fragmentary, and decomposed 
portion of a stone quarry. 

Rubefacient, rewby-fa^shent (Latin, 
i'uhefacio). Making red; in medicine, a 
substance or external application which 
produces redness of tho i^in. 

Rubicom rewby-kun. The name of a 
river which Umsar passed when ho invaded 
Italy ; hence, to j}ass the Rubicon has come 
to mean the taking a decisive step in an 
enterprise. 

Rubicund, rewby-kimd (Latin, ruU^ 
cundus). Inclining to redness. 

Rubric, ru-brik (Latin, ruber , red). 
Directions printed in books of law and in 
Prayer-books, and so termed because they 
wore originally distinguished by being in 
red ink. 

Rudiment, roody-ment (Latin, rudi- 
menta), Tho principle or element of any 
art or science ; the rude or original state of 
anything ; tho first portion of instruction. 

Rue, ru (German, Rev^), To grieve for ; 
to lament ; to regret. Probably from the 
herb so called, being denominated the 
**herb of grace,” the emblem of repent- 
ance. 

Rugged, rug-ged (Saxon, ricy). Rough ; 
uneven ; harsh ; rough in temper; austere; 
violent ; sour ; boisterous ; strong. 

Ruminate, rewmy-nate (Lat., rumino, 
to chew the cud). To bring back the food 
from the throat to tho mouth ; hence, to 
bring past things to remembrance; to 
reflect upon ; to meditate over. 

Rummage, rum-maje (Latin, renioveo, 
to remove). To search narrowly, by turn- 
ing over or removing other tmngs ; to 
look for in the midst of a heap. 

Runagate, runnah - gate (corrupted 
from the French renegai). An apostate ; a 
fugitive ; a deserter. 

Runes, roona, Gothic poetry or 
rhymes. 

Runic, ru-nik. An epithet applied to 
the language and letters of the ancient 
Goths. 

Rupee, ru-pee. A silver coin of the 
East Indies, value from 2j. to 2t. Qd, 
sterling. 

Rural, ru-ral (Latin, rus, the oountry). 
Relating to the country; salting 
country. 
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Suse, rooz (IVenoh). Artifioe ; trldc; 
ftratajjj'om ; deception ; fraud. 

Hubs, rase. Pertaining to tbe Russ or 
to Russians ; the language of the Russ or 
Russians. 

Husset* rus-set (Latini rtusus). Of a 
brown red colour. 

Ru8tio» ruS’tik (Latin^ ruSt the coun- 
try). Pertaining to the country; rude; 
coarse; simple. 

Bustioate, rusty-kate (Latin, rut, the 
country). To reside or sojourn in the 
country; to compel to reside in the 
country ; io banish from a town or collage 
for a time. 

Buthless, rooth-losB (Saxon, hreowan). 
Cruel; pitiless; heartless; barbarous. 

Byot» ry-ot. A peasant of Hindostan ; 
a renter of land in India, who takes such 
land upon a lease which is considered per- 
petual, and at a rate fixed by ancient sur- 
veys and valuations. 

8 . 

Sabaoth, sab-ayoth (Hebrew). Armies ; 
hosts. A name given to God in tbe Uu!y 
Scriptures, implying bis omnij>otence, or' 
solo disposition of the events of war, and 
his absolute go verumeut of tbe angelic 
hosts. 

Sabbatarian, sabbab-tiiry-an. One 
who observes tbe Sabbatli strictly; one 
who observes tbe sovoutb day instead of 
tbe first day of the week. 

Sabbath, sab-bath (Hebrew, rest). A 
time or day of rest; a cessation from toil; 
a suspension of worldly pursuits and cares ; 
a day set apart for rest and total cessation 
from labour, in commemoration of the 
Creator’s resting on the seventli day. 

Sabeanism, say-beeyan-izm. An 
epithet applied to that species of idolatry 
which consists in worshipping the sun and 
stars, called emphatically, the hosts of 
heaven : bonce the term, from the Chaldaio 
word for host or array. It is the oldest idol- 
atry on record, and it exists to the present 
'day in Persia (Chaldea), whence it was im- 
ported into Europe. 

Sabines, eay^bines. An ancient people 
of Italy. 

Sable, say-bl* A little animal of tbe 
weasel species; also the fur of this animal, 
which is black and glossy; hence, sable 
means also dark. 

Sabot, sao-bo (Fr,), A wooden shoe, 
each M worn by the peasantry of Franco. 
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Sabre, say-bur (French, tabre), A 
sword generally with a convex edge, imd a 
broad heavy blade. 

SabuloTiB, sab-yuluB (Latin, tahulum, 
sand). Resembling sand ; gritty. 

Sac, sak. In natural history, a small 
bag in tbe stomach of an animal. In law, 
I the privilege enjoyed by the lord Of a manor 
! of holding oovuts, trying causes, and im- 
I posing fines. 

Saccade, sak-kade (French, a jerk). 
In horsemanship, a sudden and violent 
check of a horse^ by drawing or twitching 
the reins suddemy, and with one motion ; 
a correction when the horse bears heavy on 
the hand. 

Saccharine, sakkah-rine (Latin, «ac- 
chai'um.f sugar). Possessing the taste or 
any other of the qualities of sugar ; per- 
taining to sugar. 

Saccharometer, sakkah-rommy-tur 
(Latin, saccharumf sugar; metorf to mea- 
sure). An iustniment used by tne officers 
of Excise for ascertaining tbe strength of 
wort, or tbe quantity of sugar contained. 

Sacerdotal, sasser - ddtal (Latin, 
sacenhif, a priest). Belonging to the priest- 
hood ; priestly. 

Sachem, say-kem. The chief of an 
Indian tribe. 

Sack, sak (Spanish, sacar). To take by 
storm ; to pillage ; to strip a place by 
plunder ; to riHe ; to ransack. 

Sackbut, sak-but. A musical instru- 
ment of the trumpet form, so constructed 
that it can be lengthened or shortened at 
pleasure ; a kind of trombone. 

Sackcloth, sak-klawth. A eoarse 
kind of cloth of which sacks are made; 
formerly worn in times of public fasting 
and lamentation. 

Sacrament, sakkrah - ment (Latin, 
tacranientim). Literally, an oath, parti- 
cularly that which was formerly taken by 
soldiers to be true to their commanders. 
The word was adopted by the writers of 
tbe La^n Clmrch, and hence came to mean 
a sacred devotion to anything; a bond or 
obligation, by ceremony, of devotion ; and 
has been applied by way of emphasis to 
the Lord’s Supper, where the most sacred 
vows are renewed by the Christian, in com- 
memoration of the death of his J^deemer. 

Sacred, say-kred (I^tin, tacer). Set 
apart for holy uses : consecrated ; hofy ; 
pertaining to God or to reUgion. 
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Sacrifice, sakkiy-flae (T^tiD, tacer, 
holy ; /otM, to make). To offer up ; to 
mvo or yield up ; to devote ; to immolate ; 
to destroy or ^ve up for something else ; 
an offering made; anything destroyed or 
given up for something else. 

Sacrilege, sakkry-lej (Latin, saeer, 
holy ; foyo, to steal). The crime of taking 
anything dedicated to Divine worship, or 
used for a sacred purpose ; the crime of 
violating or profaning sacred places or 
things. 

Sacristan, sakris-tan. One who has 
the charge of the movables and utensils of 
a church ; also, a person whose duty it is 
to copy music for a cathedral choir. 

Sacristy, sakris-ty. Tho vestry-room 
or apartment in a church, where the con- 
secrated vessels and utensils are kept. 

Sadda, sad-dah. A work in the Per- 
sian tongue, being a summary of tho Zen- 
davesta or sacred books. 

Sadducees, saddu- seez. A sect among 
the Jews, which denied the resurrection, 
a future state and the existence of angels 
and spirits. They are said to have derived 
their name from SadoCf tlie supposed foun- 
der of their sect. 

Safe Conduct. A special pass, or 
warrant of security under tho great seal, 
to protect a person in an enemy’s territory, 
or in a foreign country. 

Sa^guard, safe gard. A defence or 
security from danger; protection; |)as8- 
port ; warrant of security. 

Safety Lamp. A lamp used by miners 
to prevent the fatal explosions caused by 
the commimication of dame in mines ; the 
light is transmitted through a covering of 
iron or copper wire-gauze. 

Safety Valve. A valve usually em- 
ployed in the boilers of steam-engines to 
prevent explosions. It is constructed in 
such a manner that the power of the steam 
opens it, before it is of a higher pressure 
than the boiler is calculated to bear, 
whereby the surplus power escapes, and 
the valve closes again. 

Saga, sah-gah. The general name for 
ths compositions comprising the history 
and mytnology of the Northern European 
races. 

Sagacity, sa-gassit-e (Latin, sagax, 
quick -Bcentea). Quick perception; keen- 
ness of judgment; olear-sightraei»; ready 
dMoermnent ; aottumeM. 
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Sagamore, saggah-more. The aptiew^ 
lation of a king or chief among certain 
Indian tribes. 

SagOf sajo (Latin, aalvm, safe). Pm- 
dent; wise ; foreseeing ; discenrihg ; judi- 
cious; grave; a person of gravity and 
wisdom. 

Sagittarius, sajjy-tSry-us (Latin, tho 
Archer). In astronomy, one of the twelve 
signs of the Zodiac ; the ninth in order. 

Sagittary, aajjy-tary (Latin, sagitta^ 
an arrow). A centaur ; a fabulous monster, 
half man, half horse, armed with a bow 
and arrow. 

Sagittate, sajjy-tate (Latin, sagitta, 
an arrow). Shaped like the head of an 
arrow. 

Saio, say-ik. A Turkish or Grecian 
vdssel, verv common in the Levant ; it has 
no top-gallant-sail nor mizen-sail. 

Sal. The Latin word for salt ; a term 
frequently used in chemistry and phar- 
macy. 

Salacious, sa-layshus (Latin, mlax). 
Lustful ; wanton ; lewd. 

Salam, sa-lam. An Eastern salutation 
of ceremony and respect. Tho litoral 
moaning of tho word is poace or safety. 

Salamander, sallah-mandur. A small 
species of lizard, wliich is fabled as living 
in tiro. 

Salic Law, sal-ik law (French, saUque), 
A fundamental law in France, by virtue of 
which males only can inherit the throne. 

Salient, sale-yent (Latin, saliot to leap). 
Literally, leaping or shooting forth ; hence, 
prominent. A salient angle points out- 
wards, and is opposed to a re-eiitoring, 
which points inwards. In heraldry, the 
term is applied to a beast of prey, when its 
foro-legs are raised in. a leaping posture. 

Salify, sally-fi (Latin, sal, salt; faeioj 
to make). To form into salt by combining 
an acid with an alkali, earth, or metal. 

Saline, sa-llne or sSLy-line (Latin, sal, 
salt). Consisting of salt; mixed with or 
impregnated with salt; partakizig of the 
qumities of salt. 

SaUva, sa-lyvob. The fluid by which 
the tongue and mouth ore moistened, 
which is secreted by certain glands called 
salival. The name Is derived frem the sal\ 
taste of the fluid. 

Salivate, sally-vate (liatiu, saliwtl Ta 
excite an imusual disehorge of saliva, ge&e« 
rally by mercury, ^ ~ - — 
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Sally, BaMy (Fronoh, sallte). To nidi 
out ; to make a sudden eruption ; the oon> 
ducting of troops to an attack; also^ a 
sprightly exertion of some faculty, as fancy, 
wit, &o. 

Sally-port. In fortification, a postern, 
gate, or passage under ground, from the 
inner to the outer works ; in nautical 
affairs^ a loi'ge port on each quarter of a 
fire-ship, for the escape of the men into 
boats when the train is fired. 

Salmagundi, salmah-gfindy (French, 
talmigondis, hotch-pot). A mixture of 
(;hopped meat and pickled herrings, with 
oil, vinegar, pepper, and onions ; hence, 
applied generally to a mixture of various 
ingredients. 

Saltatory, sal-tayto-ry (Latin, salto, to 
dance). Leaping or dancing; pertaining 
to dancing: having the power of leaping 
or dancing. 

Saltpetre, salt-peetur (salt; Greek, 
petroSf a stone). A mineral salt composed 
of nitric acid and potassa ; nitre or nitrate 
of potash. 

Salubrious, sa-lewbry-us (Latin, salus, 
health). Healthful; wholesome; promot- 
ing or preserving health; favourable to 
health. 

Salutary, sSllew-tarv (Latin, salm, 
health). Promoting healtn or contributing 
to health; favourable to public safety; 
serving to some useful end or beneficial 
pui*poso. 

Salutation, sallew-tayshun (Latin, sa- 
Into, to salute). The act of greeting or 
addressing ; the form gone through when 
persons meet or recognise one another; 
courteous recognition ; friendly notice. 

Salute, sa-lute (Latin, saluSf health). 
Literally, to wish health to ; hence, to 
greet by some appropriate act. 

Salvage, salvaje (Latin, ealvusy &afe). 
In commerce, a reward or recompense 
allowed by law for the saving of a ship, 
goods, &c., from loss at sea ; applied gene- 
rally to goods saved, whether from ship- 
wreck, fire, or other disaster. 

Salver, salvur (Latin, scUimSf safe). A 
tray or other vessel upon which refresh- 
ments are handed to guests. 

Salvo, sal-vo (Latin). A form used in 
mnting anything; an exception ; reserve- 
iik>a ; a^ we term for a nuUtarr or naval 
salute. 
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Samaritan, sa-man^-tan. An inhabit- 
ant of Samaria; an epithet applied to a 
charitable and benevolent person, from 
the story of the Good Samaritan in the 
Scripture. 

Sanetb^. sankty-fi (Lat., tancius, holy; 
facio, to make). To make holy; to free 
from pollution ; to separate, set apart, or 
appoint to a holy use ; to make free from 
guilt ; to secure from violation. 

Sanctimonious, sankty - mony • us 
(Latin, sanctiis, holy). Having the appear- 
ance of a saint ; putting on an outward show 
of holiness ; professing great sanctity. 

Sanction, sank-shun (Latin, sancio, to 
ratify). The act which confirms a thing, 
and renders it obligatory; the act of 
ratifying and giving validity to the 
act of another ; ratification ; confirmation ; 
authority. 

Sanctuary, sanktu-ary (Latin, sanctus, 
holy). A sacred place ; a temple ; a place 
of worship ; a place of refuge and protec- 
tion ; an asylum ; a shelter. 

Sanctum, sankt-um (Latin, sanctuu, 
sacred). A private place or apartment, 
where affairs may be transacted in secrecy 
and without fear of interruption. 

Sanctum Sanctorum (Latin). 
Holy of holies; most holy place. 

Sand-heat. The heat of warm sand, 
in chemical operations. 

Sandstone. Stone or rock consisting 
of grains of sand connected together. 

Sane, sane (Latin, sarnui). Sound in 
mind ; having the mental faculties whole ; 
capable of exercising the reason. 

Sangaree, sangah-ree. Wine mixed 
with water and sugar. 

Sangfroid, sang-frw^w (French). 
Cold blood ; coolness of manner ; indiffer- 
ence ; self-possession ; absence of excite- 
ment or nervousness. 

Sanmina]^, sangwin-ary (Latin, «a»i- 
auis, blood). Sloody; cruel; with much 
bloodshed; eager to shed blood; mur- 
derous. 

Sanguine, sang-gwin (Latin, sanguis, 
blood). Having Hie colour of blood ; 
abounding with blood; which condition 
is supposed to produce a temper ardent, 
warm, confident; as a sanguine tempera^ 
ment, one that causes its possessor to re- 
gard things hopefully and cheerfully. 

Sanhedrim, san-hsdrim. The great 
council of seventy elders among the Jews, 
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which heard appeals from the inferior 
courts, and had power over life and death. 

Soniteirium, sanny-tary-um (Latin, 
tanuSf healthful). A place of retreat for 
health in hot climates ; a residence adapted 
for invalid persons. 

Sanitary, sannit-ary (Latin, tanui. I 
healthful). Pertaining to health ; designed 
to promote or secure health ; tending to 
preserve health and prevent disease. 

Sanity, sannit*e (Latin, mnuit health- 
ful). Soundness of mmd ; health. 

Sans, sang (French). Without; de- 
1 rived of. 

Sanscrit, sanz-krit. The ancient lan- 
g‘;age of Hindostan, from which are formed 
all uie modern languages or dialects of the 
great peninsula of India. 

Sans culottes, sang ku-lot (French, 
santf, without ; culottes, breeches). Bagged 
men ; the name given in derision to the 
popular party, by the aristocratic section, 
m the beginning of the French Bevolution 
of 1789. 

Sans souci, sang soo-see (French). 
Void of care; free and easy. 

Sapid, sap-id (Latin, sapidus). Palat- 
able ; pleasant to the taste ; having the 
power of affecting the palate. 

Sapient, sap-yent (Latin, sapio, to 
know). Wise or sage ; sometimes used by 
way of banter to imply knowingness, or the 
assumption of wisdom. 

Saponaceous, sappo-nayshua (Latin, 
sapo, soap). Soapy ; having the qualities 
of soap; resembling soap. 

Saporosity, sappo-rossy-ty (Latin, 
sapor, taste). The quality by which the 
sensation of taste is excited. 

Sapper, sap-ur. One who saps or 
undermines ; ' one whose business it is to 
dig mines. Uppers and minet's in the army, 
called also the royal engineers, consist of 
a body of non-coramiasioned officers and 
private, who are employed in building 
Tortifications, executing^eld-works, driving 
mines during sieges, and operations of a 
similar nature. 

Sapphic, Bof-fik. Pertaining to <9fappAo, 
a Grecian poetess; a kind of metre, so 
called from Sappho, who used it. 

Sapphire, saf-ire, or saf-fir fArabic, 
safara, to shine). A precious stone of 
exceeding brilliancy, and variously co- 
loured, as blue, red, violet, &c. 

Samband, sarrah-band (Spanish, 
warm^nda), A danoe and tune popular in 
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Spain, and said to be derived from the 
Swacens: also, a musioal oomposition of a 
grave and solemn character. 

Saraceni, sarrah-sen (Arabic, sara, a 
desert). The general name for a people 
who came originally from the deserts of 
Arabia; a native or inhabitant of Arabia. 

Sarcasm, sar-kazzum (Gk., sarkasmos, 
from sarx, the 8osh). A keen and cutting 
reproach; a bitter taunt; an expression 
calculated to wound the feelings. 

Sarcenet, sarse-net. A very thin and 
finely woven silk ; supposed to be derived 
from Saracen. Written also, sarsaueL 

Sarcology, sar-kollo-jy (Greek, sarx, 
flesh ; lo^fos, a discourse). That branch of 
anatomy which relates to the softer parts 
of the body, as the muscles, intestines, 
arteries, veins, nerves, and fat. 

Sarcophagous, sar-kafiah-gus (Gk., 
sarx, flemi; phago, to eat). Feeding on 
flesh ; flesh-consuming ; caustic. 

Sarcophagus, sar-kuffah-gus (Greek, 
sarx, flesh ; piago, to eat). A tomb or 
coffin constructed from one stone. Accord- 
ing to Pliny, it was originally the name of 
a stone v/nich, from its powerful caustic 
quality, was selected for the construction of 
tombs. 

Sardine, sar-deen (Greek, sarda), A 
species of small flsh of the herring kind, 
somewhat resembling the anchovy, and fre- 
quently substituted for it. 

Sardine, sar-deen. A precious stone, 
named from Sardis, in Asia Minor. 

Sardonic Iiaugh. A convulsive, in- 
voluntary laughter or grimace, which 
gives a peculiarly horrible aspect to the 
countenance. So named because it was 
said to be produced by eating of a plant 
called sardonica, which grew around certain 
fountains of Sardinia, In a general sense, 
the term is applied to a forced grin oi 
laugh, which is put on to conceal the real 
feelings. 

I Sardonyx, sar-doniks (Greek, mrdios). 
A precious stone, resembUx^tho cornelian, 
and of an oran^ colour. It was much 
used by the ancients for engraving upon, on 
account of its combining hardness with 
tenacity. 

Satan, sayt-an (Hebrew). Ihe enemy 
of mankind; the devil; the chief of the 
fallen angels. 

Satanic, sa-tannik. Having the quaU# 
ties of Satan; devilish; mferaal;. very 
wicked, ^ 




Satellite, satfcol-ite (Latin, taUlUt, an 
attendant). In astronomy, certain secondary 
planets, moving around other planets, as 
the moon does around the earth ; so named 
because alnrays attending them ; hence, 
applied to an obsequious follower or 
dependent. 

Satiate, sayshe-ate (Latin, 
enough). To fill more than enough ; to 
satisfy the sense; to gratify beyond the 
extent of want ; to pall ; to glut. 

Satie tv, sa-tl-ety (Latin, mtUt enough). 
PMlness Beyond desire ; an excess of 
gratification, exciting loathing. 

Satire, sat-iro. A poem, or other com- 
pofdtion. in which the follies and vices ol 
mankind are wittily exposed, in order to 
their reformation ; keenness and severity of 
remark. The term is derived from the 
Latin, satura, a dish made of different 
ingre^ents. 

Satrap, sat -rap, orsa-trap. The Greek 
name of the governors of provinces, under 
the Persian aiugs, before the conquests of 
Alexander. 

Saturate, sattu-rate (Latin, satur, 
full). To impregnate till no more can be 
added ; to till to excess. 

Saturnalia, sattur-nalo-ycah. Among 
the ancients, feasts celebrated in honour of 
Saturn, during which interval the slaves 
were reputed masters; hence applied to 
any season of unrestrained license and 
feasting ; an orgie ; a licentious eutortain- 
ment. 

Saturnine, sattur-nine (Latin, iatur- 
ninus). Of a disposition gloomy, g^ve, or 
melancholy; supposed to be bom under 
the infiueuco of Saturn. 

Satyr, say-tir, or sat-ir (Greek, $atyros). 
In mythology, a sylvan deity, represented as 
half man and half goat ; they were supposed 
to assist in presiding over the woods and 
forests, under the direction of the god 
Pan. 

Sauer-kraut, sowr-krowt (German). 
Cabbage preserved in biiue ; an article of 
food common in Germany, like our pickled 
cabbage. 

Saurian, sawry-an (Greek, sauroij a 
lizard). Pertaining to the order of reptiles 
oompa^ending lizards, crocodiles, &c. 

Savanna, sav-annah. An open meadow 
or plain, especially such as are watered by 
the Missouri and Mississippi. 

Savant, sav-awng (French). A learned 
man ; a person of Utenury reputation. 


Savour, say-vur (^nch, itmuff). 
Scent; odour; the qumity of anything 
which excites either the smell or taste; 
relish ; flavour. Metaphorically used to 
imply characteristic, or the quality which 
renders anything remarkable or valuable. 

Saw, saw. A cutting instrument ; also, 
a maxim; a proverb; a sententious saying. 

Sawney, saw-ny. A nickname for a 
Scotchman (from Alexandor). 

Saxon, saks-un (Saxon, seax, a knife, 
sword, or dagger). One of the nation or 
people who formerly dwelt in the north of 
Germany, and who invaded and conquered 
England in the fourth and fifth centuries ; 
the language of the Saxons. 

Sbirri ) ber-ri (Italian, shen'o, a con- 

Birri j stable). A police force of 
peculiar organisation, which existed in 
the dominions of the Pope, and in other 
Italian states. They wore domiciled in 
private residences, furnished with arms, 
and held themselves in readiness to sally 
forth in search of notorious characters, or 
suspected persons. 

Scabbard, skab-ard. The sheath of a 
sword. 

Scagliola, skally-olah (Italian). An 
imitation marble, formed by a mixture of 
gypsum with Flanders glue, the surface 
being studded, while soft, with splinters 
{scayliote} of spar, marble, granite, &c. 

Scale, skale (Saxon, scylatif to divide). 
The dish of a balance ; a balance ; propor- 
tion or measurement. In natural history, 
the small laminss which cover the surfaces 
of some fish and reptiles. In music, a 
denomination given to the arrangement of 
the six syllables of the gamut. In arith- 
metic, the order of {progression upon which 
any system of notation is founded. 

Scale, skale. To mount walls and 
invest besieged places, by means of a scale 
or ladder ; to scrape off scales ; to separate 
or come off in thin layers. 

Scallop, skoMup (Dutch, tckelp). A 
shell-fish ; a curve at the edge of anything 
resembling a scallop shell ; to mark the 
edge of anything with curves, like the 
shell of the scallop. 

Scalp, skalp (Italian, tcalpo). The 
skull, cranium, or bone which incloses the 
brain ; the skin which covers the top a 
the head ; to cut or toar off tha ioalp o 
integuments of the head. . • " 
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Scalpel, ^>pel. Xa tui^ry, a knife 
ased in anatomical diBsectioDS and sur- 
gioal operations. 

Scan, skan (Latin, tcandeot to climb). 
To measure a verse for the purpose of see- 
ing what number of feet and syllables it 
contains, and h bother or no the quantities, 
that is, the long and short syllables, be duly 
observed ; in a general sense, to examine 
with critical care ; to scrutinise. 

Scandal, skand-al (Greek, shandalon, a 
ttumbling-bfook). Offence given by a fault ; 
reproachtul aspersion ; defamation ; shame ; 
disgrace ; something uttered which is false 
and prejudicial to reputation. 

Scan dalum Magnatum, skandal-um 
magnayturn (Latin). Great scandal. In 
law, a defamatory speech, writing, or false 
report, to the injury of a peer or a dignified 
person, for which a writ thus named is 
granted. Commonly contracted into scan, 
mag. 

Scandent, skan-dent (Latin, scandeOf 
to climb). Climbing; applied to plants 
which climb either % spiral tendrils, as 
the pea, or by adhesive fibres, as the 
bryony. 

Scantling, skant-ling. A small quan- 
tity j a certain proportion ; a pattern. 

Scanty, skan-ty /Danish, ihaan€\\ to 
■pare). Small in quantity ; deficient in 
number; narrow; sparing; meagre. 

Scape-goat, skape-gote. In the 
Jewish ritual, the name given to a goat 
which was brought to the door of the 
tabernacle, where the high priest laid his 
hands upon him, confessing the sins of 
the peoxAe, and putting them on the head 
of the goat; after which the goat was 
turned loose into the wilderness. Hence, 
the term has come to be applied to 
one who bears the blame or receives 
the punishment which is justly duo to 
another. 

Scapula, skappu-lah (Latin). The* 
shoulder-blaae, or bone which projects at 
the shoulder. 

Scapulary, skappu- lary (Latin, tcapulaj 
the shoulder-blade). Belonging to the 
shoulders ; a part of the vestment of a 
Soman Catholic priest, consisting of two 
narrow strips of cloth, worn over the 
4»houlders. 

Scaramouch, skarrah-mowtsh (Ita- 
lian, Koramticcio). A buffoon in a motley 
drees, so called from the sJHnnisking antics 
hepmorme. 




Scare, skare (Saxon, jcyraa). To die* 
perse or put to fiight; to frighten; to 
terrify. 

Scarecrow, skire-kro. An effigy or 
figure set up to frighten away crows and 
other birtis; bonce, anything terrifying 
without danger ; vain terror. 

Scarfing, skarf-ing (Saxon, scearf, a 

iece). In carpentry, the jointing and 

olting of two pieces of timber togetlier 
transversely, so that the two may appear 
as one, and serve the same purpose. 

Scarf-skin, skarf-skin. The first or 
outermost skin of the body; tlio cuticle; 
epidermis. 

Scarify, ska^-fi (Latin, scaH/o). To 
make slight incisions in the skin, so as to 
draw blood from the smaller vessels, with- 
out opening a larger vein. 

Scarlatina, skarlat-eenah (Italian, 
scarlatto, deep red). Another term for 
scarjet fever ; a disease characterised by 
patches of a scarlet colour appearing on 
the skin, and remaining for three or four 
days. 

Scarp, skarp (Italian, scarp). In forti- 
fication, the inner talus, or slope of the 
ditch, next to the place at the foot of the 
rampart. In heraldry, the scarf which 
military commanders wear for osnament. 

Scath, skathe (Saxon, scathian). To 
damage ; to waste ; to destroy ; damage ; 
injury. 

Scathless, skatho-less. Without hurt, 
damage, loss, or mischief. 

Scenic, sen-ik (Latin, sceniem). Per- 
taining to scenery ; produced by scenery ; 
dramatic ; theatrical. 

Scenography, se-noggrah-fv (Greek, 
slenct a scene ; grap/w, to describe). The 
art of painting on several planes, so that 
all the different surfaces shall represent 
only one design, and produce tho saihe 
effect as if delineated on one plane. 

Sceptic, skep-tik (Greek, skeptomai, to 
look about). One who doubts the truth of 
any principle or system of principles ; one 
who disbelieves the truths of revelation ; 
an infidel ; an unbeliever. 

Sceptre, sept-ur (Latin, se^irum), A 
short staff, representing sovereign power; 
the ensign of royalty borne in the hand on 
state occasionB ; metaphorically, royai 
power or authority 

Schedule, shed-yule (Latin, sekedtUOf m 
snudl iMf of parohmentor paper)* In Inw^ 
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« wmII of pillar or pairofament^ oontaitiing 
.fotno writing, as an inventory of goods, a 
ttst of debts, &c., annexed to a document, 
as a will, lease, or other deed, and more 
especially to a statement of a bankrupt’s or 
insolvent’s effects. 

Sohematism, skeemah-tlzm (Greek, 
Kheim), Combination of the aspects of 
planets ; particular form of disposition of 
a thing. 

Sobeme^ skeem (Greek, schema). A 
plan, design, or system, wherein several 
things are brought into one view ; a pro- 
ject, draught, contrivance; a proposed 
mode of accompHshing some end. 

Scherzo (Italian). In music, a short 
fomposition of a playful and sportive cha- 
racter. 

Sebesis, ske-sis (Greek, scheOf to hold). 
Habitude; general state or disposition of 
the body or mind, or of one thing with re- 
gard to other things. 

Bebirrbous, skir-rus (Greek, shirrhos). 
A hard and almost insensible swelling; 
hard; knotty; indurated. 

Bobism^ sizzum ( Greek, schizo, to 
divide). Literally, a division or separa- 
tion; emphatically, a separation from a 
church or Christian community, on account 
of objection taken, or diversity of opinion. 
The scriptural sense of the word would 
appear to be a breach of charity, rather 
than a difference of doctrine. 

Schist, shist (Greek, schittos, cloven). 
A rock having a slaty structure. In 
geology, a term synonymous with slate. 

Scholar, skol-ur (Latin, tchola, a 
school). One who learns; a man of 
learning; an erudite person; a man of 
books. 

Soholastio, sko-lSstik (Latin, tcholaf a 
school). I^ractised in the schools ; pertain- 
ing to a school or schools ; relating to the 
schoolmen or divines of the Middle Ages, 
who dealt much in over-nice and subtle 
qieeulations; pedantic; needlessly subtle. 

Soholiast, skoly-ast (Latin, tchola, a 
school). A writer or author of explanatory 
notes: one who writes notes or annotations 
for the purpose of illustrating ancient 
authors ; a name given particularly to the 
old critics, who wrote manual annotations, 
called scholia, cn the manuscripts of the 
Greek and Latin classics. 

School, rirool (Latin, sehola), A place 
ef eduoatioii, as a college^ imiverai^. Ac. ; 
a syitem of doctrine tau^t by poracdUir 


teachers, as the School of Socrates, the 
Peripatetic school, &o. In the fine arts, 
certain modes of drawing, painting, Ac., 
followed by pupils of a ^eat master, as 
the Flemish school, the Butch school, the 
Spanish school. 

Scboolman, skool-man. One versed 
in the school divinity of the Middle Ages, 
or in the niceties of academic disputa- 
tion. 

Sebooner, skoon-ur (German, schoner). 
A vesael with two masts, having the main- 
sail and fore-sail suspended on one side of 
the mast, and not stretched across it. 

Sciatic, si-attik \ (Latin, sciatica). 

Sciatical, si-attik-al /Pertaining to the 
hip, or affecting it. 

Science, si-ense (Latin, scio, to know). 
A clear ana certain knowledge grounded 
upon demonstration and self-evident 
principles; a system of any branch of 
knowledge, comprehending the doctrine, 
reason, theory, without any immediate 
application of it to practice ; in a general 
sense, knowledge systematically and pro- 
perly arranged ; also the seven liberal 
arts, namely ^ammar, logic, rhetoric, 
arithmetic, music, geometry, astronomy. 

Scintillatioii, sintll-layshun (Latin, 
scintillo). The act of sparkling ; an emis 
sion of sparks; the act of twinkling, as 
applied to the stars. 

Sciolist, sio-list (Latin, sdus, skilful). 
One who thinks he knows more than ht 
really does know ; one who knows many 
things superficially. 

Scion, sion (French). A small twig 
taken from one tree to be grafted on to 
another ; a slip or cutting to be engrafted; 
metaphorically, applied to a junior member 
of a family, or the younger branch of a 
noble house. 

Scioptic, si-optik (Greek, sifeia, a 
shadow; optomai, to se^. A sphere, or 
globe, with the lens made to turn like the 
eve, for projecting images of external 
objects on a screen in a darkened chamber. 

Sedre X'a43ias, si-re faysh-yas (Jjatin, 
'^you shall cause to be known).’’^ In law, a 
judicial writ, summoning a person to show 
cause to the court why something should 
not be done. 

Sciroooa Sirocco. 

Sdsanrek sii-xure (Latin, saindo, to 
divide). A longitadinal out ; a ora^ ; a 
rent» breach, fissure. 
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Bclavonian, sklay-vony>an )Pertain- 

Sclavonic, sklay-vonik jing to 
the Sclavi, a people who inhabited the 
country between the rivers Save and Brave, 
or to their language. The language is now 
^oken by the Russians, Hungarians, Poles, 
l^hemians, &c. 

Scoff, skoff (Greek, shqpto). To trewfe 
with insult or derision; to address con- 
temptuously; to speak of scornfully; to 
mock ; to dorido. 

Scollop. See Scallop. 

Sconce, skonse (Dutch, schantze, a ram- 
part). In fortification, an obsolete term 
for a small fort ; a hanging or projecting 
candlestick ; the tube of a candlestick, into 
which the candle is inserted. 


parishioner. Scot free denotes a pertoa 
being exempted from paying his quota ol 
the reckoning or generm expenses. 

Scourge, skuq (Latin, comgia, a 
thong of leather). A whip or lash; an 
instrument of chastisement, made of strips 
of leather or lengths of cord ; in a moro 
extended sense, a punishment, an affliO' 
tion, a visitation, a plague; the thing that 
afflicts, harasses, or destroys. 

Scout, skowt (old French, escoicfe, a spy, 
or eaves-droppor). In military affairs, one 
sent out before an army to gather intel- 
ligence of the enemy’s movements and in- 
tentions by any means; also, metaphori- 
cally, to reject, to repel, to treat with 
disdain and contempt. 


Scope, skope (Greek, sJeopeo, to view or 
see), ijiterally, the extent of view, or 
boimd of vision ; hence, figuratively, the 
extent of intellectual view ; the object of 
purpose or design; aim; intention; ten- 
dency; drift. 

Scorbutic, skawr-bewtik (Latin, scor- 
lutiLs). Afflicted with the scurvy ; of the 
nature of the scurvy; pertaining to the 
scurvy. 

Score, skore. A notch made to register 
something ; an account kept by notches cut 
in wood, or lines drawn with chalk ; the 
number twenty: in music, the original 
and entire draught of a composition, or its 
transcript. The term 8c<yre is probably 
derived from the Latin, excorio, to take the 
bark or rind. From the ancient custom 
{rf keeping accounts, or reckoning by scores 
or notches on a tally, this word came to 
signify to set down as a debt; also, ac- 
count; obligation. The number of twenty 
being called score is perhaps owing to 
twenty notches only being made upon 
one tally, and that then a new tally was 
commenced, or another score. 

Scoria, sko-reah (Latin). Dross; re- 
crement ; the oxide formed on the suHace 
of metals kept for a long time in a state 
of fusion. 

Scorpion, skawrpy-un (Greek, sJeorpios), 
A venomous reptile or wingless insect, in- 
habiting hot countries ; one of the signs of 
the sodiac; metaphorically, a scourga 

Scot, i^ot (old French, escot, now ecot, 
from Latin, quota, a share or proportion 
paid by each). In law and English history, 
a tax or tribute, laid on subjects according 
to their means ; also, a tax or custom paid 
for the use of a sheniS or bailiff. Scot and 
lot means what is due from a person as a 


Scowl, skowl (Saxon, scylian, to squint). 
To look angry or sullen ; to knit the brows 
so as to produce an expression of defiance 
or scorn. 

Screecb Owl, skreetsh owl. A name 
applied to several species of the owl, on 
account of the screeching, or harsh and 
discordant cry, which these birds utter at 
night-timo. 

Screen, skreen (Greek, hrino, to sepa- 
rate). To afford shelter or concealment ; 
to protect from danger ; to hide the fault 
or crime of another, in order that it may 
escape punishment ; to sift or separate the 
coarse part of anything from the finer 
wvticles. 

Screw Steamer. The name mven to 
a steam-vessel which is propelled by a 
screw; this screw consists of a revolving 
wheel with broad blades, which, striiring 
upon the water, force the vessel forward. 

Scribe, skribe (Latin, scriba, a writer). 
Originally, an officer among the Jews, 
whose business it was to write and interpret 
Scripture; also, the title of a Roman 
officer, who wrote decrees or acts, and tran- 
scribed authentic copies of them; a writer; 
a notary. 

Scrimp, skrimp (Swedish, sh'umpen, 
shrivelled). To contract; to shorten; to 
make too small. 

Scrip, skrip (Latin, scrUo, to write). 
A piece of writing; a certificate of some 
property or interest possessed, as in bank 
stock, i^way shares, &c. 

Scripture, skrip-ture3(Latin, scribo, to 
write). Liter^y, " the tcritinp,** as being 
superior in excellence to all other writings; 
applied ffistinctively to the books of me 
Ola and New Testament ; the Bible*. 
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Scrivener* skrivven-w (French, Seri- 
wtin). A public writer; one who draws 
ooutracts, or whose business it is to plaoe 
money at interest. | 

Scrofula, skrofFu-lah (Latin, a 

sow). A disease, known also os the King’s | 
Evil ; it affects various parts of the body, | 
but ospeeially the glands of the nook. | 

Scruple, skroo-pl (Latin, smepalw, a I 
doubt). The original signification of this 
word was a small sharp stone, which, by 
getting into a person’s shoe while travelling, 
causes uneasiness and pain ; hence, a hurt, 
hindrance, or itnpodiinont, giving rise to 
difficulty, hesitation, doubt, fear, or ap- 
prehension ; a nicety ; a delicacy ; also, a 
weight equalling twenty grains, or the third 
part of a drachm ; any small portion. 

Scrutiny, skrootin-e (Latin, icrutor, to 
inquire). An exact and scrupulous search ; I 
close examination; diligent search; in- | 
quiry, 

Serutoir,skroo-twor (French, icriioire), 
A kind of case, chest, or cabinet of drawers 
for writing. 

Scud, skud (Swedish, shutta, to move 
quickly). To flee with haste; to move 
rapidly along, as a vessel driven by the 
wind; to pass over quickly; a thin cloud 
driven swiftly by the wind. 

Scull, skull (Icelandic, sl-iola). A short 
oar used in rowing a boat ; a kind of small 
boat. 

Scullion, skul-yun (old French. setdUr). 
A domestic servant, whose business it is to 
clean the plates and dishes, and other culi* 
nary utensils ; hence applied to any low or 
mean person ; any one who is employed in 
mean offices. 

Sculpture, skulpt-yur (Latin, icuJjHo, 
to engrave or carve). The art of carving 
figures or objects in stone, wood, metal, or 
o^er material; carved work or figures. 

Scumbling, skumb-ling. In painting, 
a mode of obtaining a softened effect, by 
blending tints with a neutral colour of 8omi< 
transparent character, forming a sort of 
glazing when lightly rubbed with a nearly 
dry brush over that portion of a picture 
wmch is too bright in colour, or which re- 
quires harmonising. 

Scupper, Scupper. A leaden pipe let 
into awessers water-ways and through her 
side, to carry off any water from the decks. 

Sourrilily, skur-zilly-ty (lAtin, fcurra, 
a buffoon). Vulgar cr abuiave language; 
low Jesting or scoffing; indecent or un- 


becoming expressions; grossness of ra 
proach; abuse; invectiTd. 

Scutage, sku-taje (Latin, scvfam, a 
shieldl. ID law and English hi^ry, a 
contribution levied upon those who held 
land by knight-servioe. 

Scutcheon, skutsh-un (Italian, sec- 
done). The shield or bearing of a family in 
heraldry. See Escutcheon. 

Scuttle, skut-tul. In nautical affairs, 
a square opening in the deck or side of a 
vessel, through which goods are shot into 
the hold. To mitile a ship is to cut or 
bore holes in any part of her, in order to 
cause her to sink. 

Scylla, sil-lab. A rock opposite the 
whirlpool Charybdis, which the ancients 
fabled to be the abiding place of a poetical 
monster, half man and half dragon, and 
whifh was greatly dreaded by mariners ; 
hence, Scylla is metaphorically spoken of as 
a thing greatly to be dreaded, and specially 
avoided. See Charybdis. 

Scymeter, simmit-ur. A sharp-cutting 
sword with a curved blade, used chiefiy by 
the Asiatics. 

Scythe, sitbe (Saxon, dlhe). An instru- 
ment for mowing or cutting down com. 

Scythian, sitby-an. Pertaining to 
Scythia, a large open tract of country, 
which occupied the most northerly parts of 
Europe and Asia. 

Se, se. A Latin prefix, signifying off, 
aside, apart, away from. When prefixed 
to some word denoting division or separa- 
tion, it affirms or augments the force of 
the meaning ; when prefixed to words ex- 
pressing wholeness or entirety, it reverses 
or negatives the sense. 

Sea-board. The sea-shore ; toward tfaa 
sea. 

Sea-faring. Used to the sea ; travel- 
ling by the sea ; usually employed on the 
sea. 

Sea-girt. Surrounded by the tea; 
washed or bordered by the ocean. 

Seance, say-ahns (French). A aeet in 
some specified plaoe ; sesrion, ae of some 
public body ; a season or oonne, aiapplied 
to an entertainment. 

Sea XTvmph, so nimf. A nymph or 
goddess of the sea. 

Sea-pie. A dish of paste and various 
kinds meat and other ingredients; a 
dish much relished by sailors. 



Sea-room. Open sea; ample distance 
from land for a ship’s safety. 

Sear, seer (Saxon, searian, to dry). To 
di7;,to parch ; to bum ; to wither ; dry; 
not gpreen ; withered. 

Search Warrant. In law, a warrant 
fi^nted by a justico the peace to search 
houses and other places for stolon goods. 

Season, sc-zun (French, saison). A 
term applied to one of the four divisions of 
the year ; a fit or suitable time ; a portion 
of time devote<l to any particular business, 
entertainment, &c. ; any time distinguished 
from others. Season also means to keep in 
#.:avo?i, or perfection ; to preserve ; ancf be- 
cause spices, herbs, &c., are necessary for 
the purpose, the terra has come to signify 
to give a flavour or relish, as to season 
highly. 

Sea-worthy. A nautical term, imply- 
ing that a vessel is in every respect fit for 
the intended voyage, both as regards the 
equipment of the snip and tho competence 
of the captain, officers, and crew ; also, that 
she is pruvide<i with all that is required for 
the purposes of safe and careful navigation. 

Sebaceous, so-bayshus (Latin, sehitniy 
suet). Fat; pertaining to or resembling 
fat, made of tallow or suet. 

Secant, so-kant (Latin, seco, to cut). 
Cutting ; dividing in two parts ; in geo- 
metry, tho right line drawn from the centre 
of a circle, cutting and meeting with an- 
other line, called the tangent. 

Seced% se-seed (Latin, secedo, to go or 
step asidej To go away, depart, or sepa- 
rate from ; to separate from a religious or 
political body ; to withdraw from fellowship 
or communion^ 

Seclude, se-klude (Latin, sedudoy to 
shut up apart). To withdraw from com- 
pany or society ; to keep in close retire- 
ment ; to live in solitude. 

Second, sok-und (Latin, sccundtts). In 
chronology, geometry, &c., the sixtieth 
part of a minute, whether of a degree or 
of an hour; it is denoted by two small 
accents^ thus {*'). la music, an interval of 
a conjoint degree, being the differeneb be- 
tween any sound and the next nearest 
sound above or below it. 

Secondary, sekkun-dary (Latin, «• 
eumlus, second). Next to the first order or 
rate; not of the highest or first importance; 
subordinate. 

, Second sight, sekkund site. Faculty 
ef seeing things future, or invisible to the 


ordinary sight ; a power claimed by oertam 
individuals, and especially by some of the 
Highlanders of Scotland. 

Secrete, se-kreot (Latin, seo'^etum). To 
hide out of sight ; to conceal in an unfre- 
quented or distant place ; to remove from 
the observation and knowledge of others ; 
to separate tho various fluids of the body. 

Sect, sekt (Latin, ««co, to cut off). Lite- 
rally, something cut off or separated: 
hence, a class or body of men separated 
from others, but united among themselves 
in tenets of religion or pliilosophy. 

Sectarian, sek-tary-an. Pertaining to 
a sect; holding e^ elusive opinions; a dis- 
position to dissent from tho predominant 
form of religion, or established opinion. 

Section, sek-shun (Latin, seco, to cut). 
A part of a divided thing ; a division ; a 
distinct portion of a city, country, or com- 
munity. In writings and books,* a specific 
part, often called a paragraph or article. 
In geometry, a side or surface appearing, 
of a body or figure cut by another ; also, 
the place where lines or surfaces cut each 
other. A 8ec*aon, as applied to buildings, 
machines, ko., is a view as if cut down the 
middle, showing the disposition and ar- 
rangoment of tlio interior. 

Secular, sekku-lar (Latin, seculwn, an 
age). A term used as distinguished from 
eternal, and equivalent to temporal; honoe, 
pertaining to temporal things ; things of 
this world ; worldly. Among Roman Cg 
tholics, secular is used to imply not rogula. , 
or under monastic rules. In music, it ex- 
presses compo»tions not sacred. 

Secularize, sekku lar-ixe). To con- 
vertfrom spiritual appropriation to common 
use ; to make secular. 

Secundum Artem, se kundum &rtem 
(Latin]). According to the principles of art; 
scientifically, skilfully, judiciously. In 
jiedicine, a term fraquontly used in prescrip- 
tions, and denoted by the lettera, S.A., to 
indicate that the recipe must be made up 
with the greatest care, and the nicest 
skill. 

Security, se-kewry-ly (Latin, seeu^ia, 
secure). Effectual defence or protoetiou 
from danger ; freedom from fear ; anything 
given as a gfuarantce or pledge for the por- 
formance of certain conditions, tho repays 
ment of moneys, &c. 

Sedan, se-dan (Latin, sedeSf a seat). A 
species of carriage or covered chair, usually 
for one person, which is borne \>y two meOv 
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Sedate, se-date (Latin, secteo, to calm). 
Composod; still; tranquil; calm; un- 
ruffled; gtave and formal in aspect or 
manner. 

Sedative, soddah-tiv (Latin, sedo, to 
assuage). A term applied to medicines or 
other means which diminish the animal 
energy, without destroying life. 

Sedentary, seddim-tary (Latin, sedeo, 
k»o sit). Sitting much ; motionless ; in- 
active ; applied to those employed on pur- 
suits which are carried on in a sitting pos- 
ture, and require but little active exer- 
tion. 

Sederunt, se-deerunt. Literally, ‘Hhey 
sat ; a technical term for a session in a 
Scottish ecclesiastical court. 

Sedgy, seijy (Saxon, secg). Overgrown 
with narrow flags or sedge. 

Sediment, seddy-ment (Latin, sedeo, to 
sit). That which settles at the bottom 
of a vessel containing liquid ; lees ; dregs. 

Sedition, se-dishun (Latin, seditio). 
This word originally meant aoing apart; 
but because the Roman people, when they 
quarrelled with their rulers, used to retire 
to Mount Aventine, the term came to sig- 
nify factious proceedings, and insurrec- 
tionary attempts ; a tumult ; an uproar ; 
resistance to authority. 

Seduce, se-duse (Latin, sedtico^ to lead 
aside). To draw aside from right ; to cor- 
rupt ; to deprave ; to mislead ; to deceive ; 
to allure. 

Sedulous, seddu-lus (Latin, sedulus). 
Literally, sitting closely at an employment; 
hence, diligent ; industrious ; assiduous ; 
taking much pains ; keeping earnestly em- 
ployed. 

See, se (Latin, sedes, a seat). ^ The seat 
of episcopal power ; tlie jurisdiction of a 
Ivshcp of a diocese; an ecclesiastical pro- 
vince. 

SesdlitJg, seed-ling. A plant just 
sprung from the seed. 

Seed-lobe. The pensile port of a seed, 
designed to afford nourishment to the 
i young plant when it first begins to ex- 
pand. 

Seel, seel (French, sceller, to seal). To 
close the eyes ; to hoodwink. In falconry, 
to run a thread through the eyelids of 
a hawk, when first taken, to prevent her 
seeing well, and thereby to prepare her to 
endure the hood. 

Seel, seel. In nautical language, to roll 
•r lean to one side, as a ship rolls. 
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Seemly, seem-ly (derman, ziemen, to 
beseem, to become). That which is be- 
coming; docent; well-behaved; proper; 
fit ; appropriate to the occasion ; suitable 
for the purpose. 

Seer, se-ur. A person who sees ; pre- 
eminently one who foresees future events ; 
one who foretels by tho aid of vision; a 
prophet. 

Seethe, seeth (Saxon, seothan). To 
dccoct in hot or boiling water ; to steep in 
hot water till all the virtues are extracted ; 
to prepare food in hot liquors. 

Segment, seg-mont (Latin, segmentum, 
from seco, to cut). A part cut off from a 
figure. In geometry, that part of a circle 
contained between a chord and an arc of 
tho circlo, or so much of the circle as is cut 
off by a chord. 

Segregate, segry-gate (Latin, se, apart; 
gre.v, a flock). To set apart; to sever from 
a body; to separate from others. 

Seigneurial, se-nury-al (French, seig~ 
iieitr). Pertaining to the lord of a manor ; 
manorial ; independent ; invested with 
largo powers. 

Seigniory^ seen-yur-e. A lordship ; a 
manor ; a territory ; a dominion. 

Seignor, seon-yur (French, selaneur), 
A title in the southern paiis of Europe, 
equivalent to lord. Grand seignor, one of 
the titles of tho Turkish Sultan. 

Seizen, se-zin (French, sauine). In law, 
possession. Seizen in fact implies actual 
possession ; seizen in law, is when lands 
descend to an heir, but are not yet entered 
upon. 

Sejant, se-jant. In heraldry, applied 
to a beast in a sitting posture. Sejant ram,'- 
pant, sitting with the fore-feet raised. 

Selah, so-lah. A Hebrew word mot 
with several times in the Psalms, and which 
is supposed to signify silence, or a pause in 
the musical performance of a song. 

Selenography, selly-noggrah-fy (Grk., 
selene, the moon ; graphs, to describe). A 
description of the moon's surface. 

Self-denial, self do-nyaJ. The denial 
of personal gratification ; a curb placed Upon 
the appetite and desire. 

Self-evident, self evvy-dent. Evidence 
afforded by the thing itself, without any 
other testimony or explanation. 

Self-possession, self poz-zediun. 
Command over oneself ; calmness ; cool* 
ness of judgment ; presence of mind. 
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Selvedge ) «elr-ej (French, tahtMt). 

Selvai^ > The ea^ of linen, woollen, 
and other fabrics ; the border of cloth. | 

Semaphore, semma-foro (Greek, i 

ABign; ^oreo, to bear). A telegraph by 
signals to the eye ; a mode of communica' I 
ting intelligence by signs. 

Semblance, sem-blaus (French, «em- 
ller, to represent). Likeness ; appearance ; 
resemblance; counterfeit; show. 

Semi, semmy. A Latin prefix, used in 
compound words, signifying half. 

Semi-onnular, sommj^annu-lar (Latin, 
temi; annulus, b, ring). Half round; having 
the figure of a half ring or half circle. 

Semibreve, semmy-breev (Latin, semi; 
and breve). In music, a note of half the 
duration or time of tho breve. It is equal 
to two minims, or four crotchets, or eight 
quavers. 

Semicircle, sommy-surkul (Latin, semi; 
circulus, a circle). Half a circle, or tho part 
comprehended between its diameter and its 
arc ; any figure in the form of a half circle. 

Semicolon, semmy-kolon. In gram- 
mar, a mark of punctuation, thus (;), 
denoting a pause in reading, greater than 
tho comma, and of less duration than the 
colon, and of half the duration of the period. 

Semi-diameter, semmy di-ammy-tur. 
The half of a diameter; distance from 
centre to circumference or periphery ; ra- 
dius. 

Seminary, semmiu-ary (French, semi- 
iiaire'). A school for young beginners, 
where the seeds or first principles of educa- 
tion are sown; any place of elementary 
learning. 

Seminate, semmin-ate (Latin, smino). 
To sow ; to propagate ; to spread. 

Semiolog:y,soemy-ollo-jy. That branch 
of the medical art which treats of the signs 
and symptoms of diseases. 

Semitone, semmy-tone. In music, 
half a tone ; an interval of soimd, as be- 
tween mi and/a in the diatonic scale, which 
is only half the distance of the Interval be- 
tween ut and re, or sol and la. It is the 
smallest interval admitted in modemmuKC. 

Semi-vowel, semmy-vowel. In gram- 
mar, a letter or consonant characterised by 
an imperfect sound, as in/, I, m, n, r, s. 

Sempiternal, sempy-tumal (Latin, 
temper, always; etemus, eternal). Ever- 
lasnng ; eternal in futurity ; having a be- 
ginning, but no end. 


Senary, sen-arjr (Latin, senarius). Per/ 
tabling te six ; six in number; of six. 

Senate, sen-ate (Latin, senex, old). The 
Roman senate was origin^ly composed of 
{senes) old men ; hence it derived its name. 
Its modem significance is an assembly of 
ooimcillors mot together to enact laws and 
frame measures for the good of tho people, 
or to debate upon tho anairs of the state ; 
a body of legislators. 

Senatorial, sonnah-tory-al. Belong- 
ing to a senator, or pertaining to a senate c 
befitting a senator; grave; dignified; 
venerable. 

Senescence, se-nessens (Latin, se- 
nesco, to grow old). The state of growing 
old; decay through age. 

Seneschal, senny-shal (French, s^- 
nichal). An officer in the households of the 

§ reat, who has the direction of feasts and 
omestic ceremonies ; a steward ; a major 
domo. 

Senile, se-nile (Latin, senilis). Per- 
taining to old age; characteristic of old 
age ; produced by or proceeding from old 
age. 

Senior, seen-yur (Latin, senim'). One 
older than another ; one old in office ; an 
aged person. 

Sennight, sen-nit or sen-nite (con- 
tracted from seven nights). The space of 
seven nights and days ; a week. 

Sensate, sen-sate (Latin, sentio, to per- 
ceive). Perceived by the senses. 

Sensation, sen-sayshun (Latin, smUo, 
to perceive). A general term denoting the 
effect produced in the mind by the im- 
pression of external bodies on the organs of 
sense, by various changes in the internal 
organs, and by affections of any parts of 
the body which possess nerves. 

8en8ibiLit3% sensy-billit-e (Latin, stniio, 
to perceive). The power of receiving an 
impression and transmitting it to tho brain, 
so as to cause sensation ; acute or delicate 
feeli^; susceptibility of impressions; that 
quality ol a tl^g which renders it readily 
weoted. 

Sensitive, sensy-tiv (French, sensitif). 
Having sense or acute feeling ; possessed 
of acute feelings; easily affected ; apt tc 
receive impressions from external objects. 

Sensorium, sen-sory-um ) (Latin, ma- 
SenBory,sen-sory J tw, to per- 
oeiv^. The brain ; the common centre at 
which all the impressions of the ssnses art 
received* 
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SjBXUiual, sSnsu-al (French, sentuel). 
Pertaining to the sentos ; pleasing to the 
senses ; oamaf, opposed to spiritual ; mini> 

I storing to the bodily feelings only ; de- 
▼otod to animal gratification ; lewd ; 
luxurious. 

Sensuous, sensu-us. Pertaining to 
bodil V or corporeal feeling ; connected with 
sensible objects. 

Sententious, sen-tenshus (French, 
senterUmuc). Abounding with short sen* 
tonces, convoying moral maxims ; short 
and pithy ; pointed ; energetic. 

Sentient, sen-shent (Latin, seniiens). 
Having the faculty of porcoption ; that 
which perceives ; a being or person having 
the faculty of perception. 

Sentiment, senty-ment (French, senti- 
meni). Thought, notion, or opinion; the 
sense or meaning of anything ; that which 
refers immediately to tho feelings ; sense 
considered distinctly from language; a 
striking sentence spoken or written. 

Sentimental, sonty-mental. Having 
or affecting to have feeling ; of a romantic 
tendency ; applied by way of contempt to 
a manifestation of pathos or feeling, at the 
expense of judgment. 

Sentinel, sentv-nel (Latin, sentio, to 
perceive). One who is on the watch; a 
soldier on guard ; one set to watch and 
guard a place against surprise, by giving 
notice of tho approach of danger. 

Separatist, seppah-raytist. One who 
withdraws or separates from a religious 
communitjr; especially one of a religious 
sect established in Ireland in 1803. 

Sepia, sep-eah. Tho cuttle-fish ; also, a 
pigment or ink obtained from the cuttle- 
fish, and used in water-colour painting. 

Sepoy, se-poy. The name given in the 
East Indies to the native infantry in the 
Dritish service. 

Sept, sept. In Irish history, a clan, 
race, or family, descending from a common 
progenitor. 

Septangular, aep-tongudar (Latin, 
s^em, seven ; atiffukis, an angle). Having 
seven angles. 

September. The ninth month of the 
year, or the seventh from March, which 
was formerly the seventh month in the 
year. 

Septenary, sop-tonna-ry (Latin, sepi€m, 
■even). Comming of seven ; the number 
•even, - , ^ ^ . 


Septennial, 8ep-tonny-al(lAtm, sepi^ 
seven). Lasting seven years ; happening 
onoe in seven years. 

Septic, sep-tik (Greek, sepo, to putrefy). 
In chemistry, a name applied to any sub- 
stanoe that promotes the putrefaction ol 
bodies ; relating to putrefaction. 

Septilateral, septy-lattor-al (Latin, 
septem, seven i lalw, a, side). Having seven 
sides. 

Septuagenary, 8eptu-ajjon-ary(Latin, 
septttaffinta, seventy). Consisting of se- 
venty ; a person seventy years of age. 

Septuagesima, sep-tuah-jessy-mah 
(Latin, septuaginta^ seventy). The third 
Sunday before Lent ; seventy days before 
Easter. 

Septuagint, sep-tuah-jint (Latin, aep- 
iuagintat seventy). A Greek version of the 
Old Testament, so called from the sup- 
position of the translation having been 
made by seventy-two Jews, who are called 
in round numbers the seventy interpreters. 

Septuple, septu-pl (Latin, septuplus). 
Sevenfold ; seven times as much. 

Sepulchral, se-pulkral (I^atin, tepdio, 
to bury). Belonging to a funeral or the 
grave; also applied to a hollow or deep- 
sounding tone of voice, such as may bo 
supposed to procood from a sepulchre. 

Sepulchre, seppul-kur (Latin, sepelio. 
to bury). The place in which the dead 
body of a human being is deposited ; a 
cavity or vault intended for the interment 
of the dead ; a tomb ; a grave. 

Sepulture, seppul-ture (Latin, sepelw, 
to bury). A burial ; tho act of bur;^g ; 
an interment ; an entombment. 

Sequacious, se-kwayshus (Latin, m* 
gwytf to follow). Attendant; follovdng; 
obsequious ; pliant ; ductile. 

Sequel, see-kwol (Latin, sequor, to 
follow). That which follows; the conclu- 
sion or succeeding part ; a consequence or 
inference. 

Sequence, se-kwons (Latin, ssqumtia). 
A consequence ; order of succession ; that 
which follows ; series. In music, a similAy 
succession of chords. 

Sequester, se-kwestur (French, ef- 
qttestrer, to lay aside). To withdraw or 
separate from; to retire; to seclude one’s 
self ; to separate for a time ; to deprive of 
property. 

. Sequestration, seekwes-tr&yshim 
(Latin, segiuttro, to sever). A separatloil 
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ar aettlng apart ; a taking possession of 
property for the benefit of creditors ; the 
act of taking anything in dispute from the 
possession of the contending parties^ till 
the right bo determined by course of law ; 
alsOj the disposing of the goods and chattels 
of a person deceased, whose estate no one 
will have any concern with. 

Sequestrator, seekwes-trSytur. One 
who sequesters ; the person to whose care 
sequestered property is committed. 

Sequin, se-kwin. A gold coin circula- 
ting in Italy and Turkey, differing in value 
according to the locality, and ranging from 
7t. Qd. to 9/r. Gd, 

Ser^Iio, se-ral-yo. A Persian word, 
6 ignif 3 dng the palace of a prince or lord ; 
used by way of eminence for the palace of 
the Turkish Sultan in Constantinople, as 
well as all the officers and dependents of 
his court ; a house for concubines ; a harem. 

Seraph, ser-af. An angel or spirit of 
the highest rank ; a burning or flamo- 
ooloured angel, so called from saraph, a 
Hebrew word, signifying to bum. Plural, 
wupkim. 

Seraphine, sorrah-feon. A musical 
instrument of the organ species, adapted to 
the size of an ordinary apartment. 

Seraskier, se-raskeer. The name given 
by the Turks to a general or commander 
of land forces. 

Sere, seer (Saxon, searian, to dry)* 
Dry or withered. iSet Sear. 

Serenade, serry-nado. Music or song 
performed at night, usually in honour of 
some person ; a custom prevalent formerly 
in Spain and Italy, among lovers and gal- 
lants. By some this term is said to be 
derived from the Latin seveniis, serene, in 
allusion to the serenity of night; while 
others trace the word toseniSf late, because 
such performances usually took place at a 
late iMur. 

Serene, so-reen (Latin, terenm). Calm; 
clear; placid; tranquil; unruffled in 
aspect ; undisturbed in mind ; also, a title 
of honour bestowed upon several princes 
and magistrates in Europe. 

Serf, surf (Latin, servus, a bondsman). 
A bo.'dsman; a servant; a peasant slave, 
attacheu to the soil, and with a change of 
owners transferred with it. 

Sergeant, salir-jent ) (French, tergmt, 

Sexjeant, | from I^tin, ser- 

vient, an attendant). In military affairs, 
ft noQ-commissioned officer a company. 


whose duty it is to order and form the 
ranks, and to see that discipline is olwerved. 
SeTjeant^at-law, is a lawyer of the highest 
rank under a judge. JSeijeant-al-arms, in 
legislative assomimies, an officer who exe- 
cutes the commands of the body, in pre- 
serving order and punishing offences. C’ow- 
moti-tetjeant, an officer of the City of London 
who attends the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen on court days, and is in council 
with them on all occasions. 

Serial, scery-al. Pertaining to a series ; 
a publication appearing at stated intervals ; 
a continuous story or other writing, com- 
menced in one number of a periodic, and 
carried on in others. 

Seriatim, serry-ajrtim (Latin). Il 
regular order ; one after the other. 

Series, se-rez (Latin). A continued 
succession of things in the same order ; » 
course of succession ; sequence ; couneo 
tion ; order. 

Serio-oomio, seory-o-kommik. Having 
a mixture of seriousness and sport; tra- 
gQr'y and comedy mingled. 

Serous, so-i-us (I^atin, serum, whey), i 
thin or watery fluidity; resembling or par 
taking of serum. 

Serpentine, serpen-tine (Latin, ter 
pens, a serpent). Resembling a serpent; 
winding like a serpent ; taking a devious 
course ; spiral ; twisted. 

Serrate, ser-rate ) (Latin, terra, a 

Serrated, scr-rayted j saw). Having 
teeth or indentations like those of a sav/ ; 
jagged; botched. 

Serum, se-rum (Latin). The wdioy of 
milk ; in the animal economy, a thin watery 
fluid, of a greciiish-yellow colour, which 
separates from the blood, when cold and at 
rest. 

Servile, sor-vile, or ser-vil (Latin, ter- 
vUit). -Slavish; dependent; cringing; 
meanly submissive ; fawning. 

Servitor, servy-tur (French, serviteur), i* 
A servant; an attendant or follower; in 
the university at Oxford, a poor student, 
who attends on otbor students for his 
maintenance and learning. 

Besqui, ses-kwe. A Latin pieflx to 
certain words, denoting so much and hah 
BO much, the whole of a thing and half 
more. It is used in chemical language, 
when the elements of an oxide are as I to 
1^, or as 2 to '6, as sesqm-oxide, sesguirnnfug* 
ftonate* 
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Beequialteral, Boeky-altur-al (Latins 
mfVbi, the whole and half as much more ; 
tUter^ the other). In geometry, a term 
denoting a ratio where one quantity or 
^.umber contains another and half as much 
more, as three in respect of two. “ 

Sesquipedal, ses-kwippy-dal (Latin, 
a foot). Containing a foot and a 

Sessile, ses-sil (Latin, msilis^ sitting 
dose). In botany, applied to such parts of 
plants as adhere closely to the stem, or are 
not elevated above it. 

Session, sesh>un (Latin, aedeo, to sit). 
A sitting, or the act of sitting ; a stated 
meeting of a public body ; the term during 
which an assembly meets. 

Setaceous, so-tayshus (Latin, setciy a 
bristle). Bristly; set with or containing 
strong hairs. 

Set off, set off. An account set against 
another; an^hing which serves as an 
equivalent. To set off, to display to the best 
advantage ; to embellish ; to heighten the 
effect of. 

Seton, se-ton (Latin, seta, a bristle). 
In surged, a twist of hair or silk drawn 
through the skin; also, the issue thus 
made. 

Settee, sot<toe. A large seat with a 
back, for lounging or reclining in. 

Setter, set-tur. The name of a sport- 
ing dog, which beats the field to start 
birds. 

Settle, set-tl. A long seat or bench 
with a high back. 

Settlement, settul-ment (Saxon, seek- 
tian, to reconcile). The act of adjusting ; 
satisfaction of claims ; a jointure ; a place 
or colony established ; subsidence. 

Sever, sev-ur (French, sewer). To part 
from the rest; to separate from ; to divide. 

Sewer, su-er. A drain or passage under 
ground, to carry off water or liquid refuse. 

Sexagenarian, seksah - je - nary - an 
(Latin, sexaginta, sixty). A person of sixty 
years of age. 

Sexagenary, sek-sajjy-nary (Latin, 
texaginta, sixty)* Sixty in number ; denot- 
ing the number edxty. 

Sexa^esima, seksah-jSssy-mah. The 
second Sunday before Lent, so called as 
oeing about the sixtieth day before Easter. 

Sexennial, seks-enny-al (Latin, sex, 
six ; mnuSf a year). Lasting six years ; 
happening once in six years. 


Sextain, soks-tane (Latin, texiatu), la 
poetry, a stanza, containing six linos. 

Sextant, seks-tant (Latin, sextant, a 
sixth). An instrument extensively em- 
ployed in survojung, for taking the dimen- 
sions of horizontal angles. It is formed 
like the quadrant, with the exception that 
it is only six^ degrees, or the sixth part of 
the circle. In astronomy, the name of a 
constellation of the southern hemisphere, 
containing forty-one stars. 

Sextilo. seks'tilc, or seks-til (Latin, 
sextilis). A term denoting tho position of 
planets, when distant from each other sixty 
degrees. 

Sexton, sokst-un (French, saci'istain, 
the keeper of the consecrated utensils of a 
church). An undor-officer of a church, 
who has the care of the various utensils used 
in the church, vestments, furniture, &o. ; 
also to attend on the officiating clergyman, 
prepare graves, and perform sundry other 
offices. 

Sextui>le, sextew-pl (Latin, sextuplus). 
Sixfold ; six times as much. 

Sexual, sek-shual. Pertaining to sex 
or tho sexes ; distinguishing the sex. 

Shackles, sbak-uls (Saxon, sceacul). 
Fetters ; chains to bind ; figuratively, that 
which restrains, confines, or deprives o. 
freedom. 

Shades, shaydz. An epithet denoting 
the lower region or place of tho dead ; 
hence, deep obscurity, darkness. 

Shaft, shahft (Saxon, sceifft) An arrow ; 
tho part of a vehicle to which tho horse is 
attached ; the handle of a weapon ; any- 
thing straight, as tho spire of a steeple ; a 
narrow, deep, and perpendicular pit, such 
as sunk in mines; tho funnel of a chimney. 
In architecture, the body of a coluthn be- 
tween the base and tlio capital. 

Shaigreen, shah-green (Gorman,, scha- 
grin). A kind of leather made of the skin 
of a fish ; also, leather prepared from the 
skins of horses, mules, &c., made in imita- 
tion of the former. 

Shah, shah (Persian, prince). Tho title 
given to the monarch of Persia ; a prince ; 
a chieftain. 

Shale, shale (Gorman, schale). Slate- 
clay ; indurated slaty clay, usually found 
mixed among coal. 

Shalloon, shal-loon. A slight woollen 
stuff, said to take its name from Chaims^ 
where it was originally manufactured. 
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BbAllopt fihal-lop (French, chaloupt). 
A small vessel with two masts, and usually 
tigged like a schooner ; also, a little light 
vessel with a small mainmast and foremast, 
with lug sails. 

Shallow, shal-lo (Saxon, scylfe). Not 
deep ; shoal ; figuratively, having no depth 
of Imowledge or learning ; superficial. 

Shambles, sham-hulz (Latin, icaXaU 
lunif dimimitive of jcowmam, a bench). A 
place where butchers slaiighttjr animals, or 
where meat is sold. 

Shambling, shamb-ling. Moving with 
an awkward shuffling gait. 

Shampooing, sliam-pboing. The act 
of rubbing parts of the body briskly with 
the hand, with a view of relieving pain ; 
it is a process usually put in practice 
after taking a bath. 

Shamrock, sham-rok. The name 
given in Ireland to the thrco-leaved grass, 
or trefoil. The original shamrock appears 
to have been the wood-sorrel ; it is the 
national emblem of Ireland, and as such is 
associated with the rose of England and 
the thistle of Scotland. 

Shard, shard (Saxon, sceavd). Any- 
thing separated or divided ; a fragment of 
an earthen vessel ; the shell of an egg, or 
of a snail; the sheath of the wings of 
insects. 

Sharp, sharp. In music, a semitono 
artificially raised ; opposed to fiat. 

Shaster, shas-tur. A sacred book 
among the Hindoos, containing the dogmas 
of their religion. 

Shawm, shawm. A musical instru- 
ment, resembling a hautboy, or comet; 
in antiquity, an instrument used in the 
sacred music of the Hebrews. 

Sheaf, sheef (Saxon, sceaf). Com tied 
up into a bundle after reaping; any bundle 
or collection of things tiea together. 

Shear, sheer (Saxon, scyren). To out 
by two blades moving on a rivet ; to cut or 
separate something from the surface, as 
wool from sheep. 

Sheathe, sheeth. To nut into a sheath 
or scabbard, as to sheatne a sword; to 
cover or lino, as to sheathe a ship wilh 
copper. To sheathe the 8w<yrd is understood, 
fii^atively, to discontinue war, to make 
peace. 

Sheen, sheen (from the verb, to shine). 
Brightness ; glitter ; splendour. 
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Sheep-ftild. idieep-fold (Saxon, ebeapeh 
fold). An inclosure for shoep ; a place 
where sheep are collected and confined. 

Sheer, sheer (Saxon, scir). Pure; 
clear ; unmingled, as sheer ignorance, sheer 
good;nature. In nautical language, the 
longitudinal bend or curve of a ship's deck 
or sides ; also, the position in which a ship 
is sometimes kept at single anchor, to keep 
her clear of it. 

Sheet Anchor, sheet an-kur. The 
chief and largest anchor of a ship, which, 
in stress of weather, becomes the chief sup- 
port, and is regarded as the last refuge to 
prevent the vessel's driving on shore ; honco, 
figuratively, the main dependence in the 
time of trial ; the last resource in the hour 
of danger. 

Sheik, shook, or shake (Arabic). A 
title of dignity belonging to the chiefs of 
Arabian tribes ; one who has the oaro of a 
mosque. 

Shekel, sho-kel. An ancient Jewish 
silver coin, equal to four Attic drachms, 
in value about 2«. Od. A shekel of gold 
was woHh £1 16s. 6d. 

Shell, shel (Saxon, scef). Tho head 
covering of anything ; a rude kind of coffin ; 
in gunnery, a hollow, cast-iron ball to throw 
out of mortars, having a vent through 
which the powder is put that is to burst it. 

Shellac, \ shol-lak. Tho resin lao 

Shell-lac, j spread into thin plates 
after being moltoa and strained. 

Shell-fish, shel-fish. Tho name given 
to all kinds of fish invested with a shell, as 
tho oyster, lobster, crab, &c. 

Sheltie, shel-ty, Tho name of a small 
but strong kind of horse found in the ' 
Shetland Islands ; called also, a Shetland 
pony. 

Shelving^ shel-ving (Saxon, scyJfe), 
Sloping ; inclining. 

Shelvy, shel- vy (Sax., seyfe). Abound- 
ing writh rocks and sand-banks. 

Shemitic, shem-ittik. An epithet 
for anything pertaining to Shem^ the son 
of Noah. The Shemitic lanouages, as they 
are termed, comprise the Chaldee, Syriac, 
Arabic, Hebrew, Samaritan, Ethiopic, and 
old Phoenician. 

Sheolf she-ol. A Hebrew term, denot- 
ing the place of departed spirits; the 
shades. 

Sherbet, sher-bet (Arabic, sJuiraha^ to 
drink), A favourite beverage in 
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ibuntrlM, made principally of water, 
emon-juice, and sugar, and sometimes 
nixed with fragrant ingredients. 

Sheritr, sher-if (Saxon, scir-gei^f). 
Originally, reeve of the shire. An oflicor 
in each county, to whom is intrusted tho 
execution of too laws. 

Sherris. \ A name mven for- 

Sherris-sa^k, ) merly, in England, to 
a species of wine, supposed to be the same 
as the modem sherry. 

Sherry, sher-ry. A species of wine, so 
called from having been first made at 
X&ei, in Spain. 

Shibboleth, sbibbodeth. In Scripture, 
a term which was made tho criterion by 
which to distinguish tho Ephraimites from 
tho Gileadites, as the former people could 
not correctly pronounce the first consonant 
sound, ikt and called the word SUiholeth j 
hence tho term has come to be metaphori- 
cally used as the critorion of a party, or 
the characteristic which distinguishes one 
party from another. 

Shimmor, shim-mur (Saxon, wyntnaa). 
To shine ; to gleam ; to glisten. 

Shingle, shing-gl (Latin, scitidOf to 
divide). A thin board sawed for covering 
buildiags ; also, round, water-worn, and 
looso gravel and pebbles on shores and 
coasts. 

Shingles, shing-gulz (Latin, cmguhmf 
a girdle), A kind of eruptive disorder, 
winch usually breaks out about tho ro^iou 
of the abdomen, and almost encircles it as 
a bolt. 

Ship - Chandler, sbip-ohand-lcr. A 
lealor in cordage, canvas, and every do- 
icription of ships* furaituro. 

Shire, shire (Saxon, $cyre, a division), 
fn England, a division of territory, other- 
wise cmled a county. The shire was origi- 
nally a division under the jurisdiction of 
ID earl or count, whoso authority was en- 
trusted to the (thire-reeve) sheriff, on w’hom 
Ihc government ultimately devolved. 

Shirk, shurk (corrupted from shark), 
Ve cheat : to trick ; to evade ; to avoid a 
responsil^ty. 

Shoad, shodo. A term given by miners 
to a traiii of metallic stone mixed with 
rubbii^. 

Shoal, shole (Saxon, sceol), A throng 
or crowd ; a multitudo, as of fishes ; a shal- 
low ; » sand-bank. 

8 hock| sliok (Dutch, s^ol), A violent 
taUisi^ 01 bodies, or tM ooaeusdon which { 


it occasions ; a sudden agitation either of 
body or mind ; conflict ; offence ; a pile 
i of sheaves of com ; a kind of rough 
I dog. 

Shoddy, shod-dy. A term given to 
a mass of woollen rags cut up and mixed 
with frosh wool, for conversion into choap 
cloth. 

Short-coming, short-kum-ing. A 
failuro in supply ; imperfect fulfilment of 
a demand. 

Short-sighted, short-site-ed. Unable 
to soo far ; figuratively, unable to discern 
that which ultimately proves the most 
judicious or bonoficial. 

Show-bread,! sho-brod. Among 

Show-bread, J the Jews, the twelve 
loaves of bread which the priest of tho 
week placed upon the golden table, re- 
presenting the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Shrapnell Shell, shrap-uel shel. A 
kind of bomb-shell (so named from its in- 
ventor), filled with a quantity of musket 
balls, which, when the shells explode, are 
projected to a considerable distonoe, and 
work much mischief. 

Shred, shred. To cut into small pieces 
or long narrow strips. 

Shrew, shroo (Saxon, sgrwan). A tur- 
bulent, clamorous woman ; a scold ; a vixen. 

Slirefwd, shrood (from shreicefl). Pri- 
marily, vexed, troubled, or provoked; bitter 
and keen ; honce, penetrating ; sagacious ; 
cunning; sly. 

Shrievalty, shreeval-ty. The office or 
jurisdiction of a shoriff ; a sherififs term of 
office. 

Slirift, shrift (Saxon, scr^ft). Confes- 
sion made to a priest. 

Shrine, shrine (Latin, scrinium, a 
basket or chost for books, writings, &o. ). 
A casket or coffer ; a receptacle for any- 
thing sacred or holy. In modem (DathoUo 
countries, the place where the body of a 
saint or some particular relic is deposited ; 
in ancient times, an ornamented tabernacle 
for an idol ; in a poetical sense, an altar 
associated with some beloved or adored 
object. 

Shroud, shrewd (Saxon, scinuf). A cover 
or shelter; a winding-sboet ordmss fora 
dead person. SkroudSt in nautical language^ 
are a range of laige ropes, extending froii 
the bead of the ship’s mast to the right and 
left side of the ahxp, as a support for tlf 
awst* 
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Shroud, shrowd. To dross in a shroud 
jtt cover; to shelter; to hide or conceal ; 
«e defend or protect. 

Shrove - tide, shrove - tide (Saxon, 
thrivif to resort to priestly confession). 
Literally and originally, confession time ; 
celebmted on the IHiesday preceding Ash* 
Wednesday, on which day Roman Catholics 
made confession of their sins, preparatory 
to the fast of Lent ; known also as Strove- 
Tuesday. 

Shrub, shrub (Saxon, gerohhe). A bushy 
plant or small tree of low growth ; gene- 
rally with several permanent, slender, 
woody stems, divided at or near the ground. 

Shuttle, shut-tl. In weaving, the in- 
strument with which the woof or weft is 
thrown through the open lease or shot of 
the warp before the reed. 

Si, se. In music, the seventh sound. 
Bialogogue, si-allo-gog (Greek, siafoa, 
saliva; a loading or drawing forth). 

A medicine which promotes the discharge 
of the saliva. 

Sibilant, sibby-lant (Latin, sibilanst 
whispering). Hissing; producing a hiss- 
ing sound. SlbUant lelterSf or sibUanU, are 
those uttered with a hissing of the voice, 
as 8 and z. 

Sibyl, sib-bl (Greek, sios, a god ; loule, 
council). In antiquity, the name given to 
certain women supposed to bo endowed 
with the gift of prophecy, and especially 
of foreshowing the fate of governments 
and kingdoms. 

Sibyline, sibbil-line. Relating to the 
sibyls; pertaining to the verses written or 
composed by the sibyls. The sibyline 
books were certain volumes in which the 
fate of the empire of Rome was supposed 
to be predicted, and which wore consulted 
in times of great danger or of public 
calamity. Certain Greek versos, divided 
into eight books, and containing predic- 
tions in connection with our Saviour, wore 
attributed also to the sibyls. The sibyline 
leaveSf or sibyline m'ocleSf were prophecies 
written by the sibyls in verse upon leaves. 

Siooative, sikkah-tiv (^tin, sicco, to 
dry). Cauaii^ dryness; that which pro- 
motes the process of drying; tending to 
dry. 

Sice, sise. The number six at dice. 

Sickle, sik-ul (Saxon, zdol). An instru- 
ment for cutting com ; a reaping«hook. 

Si$ Passim^ Sik pM-sim (Latin). So 
tyerywhero. i 
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Sidelong, side-long. Lateral ; oblique ; 
indirect; applied to certain glances of 
the oye which are directed in a sidelong 
manner. 

Sidereal, si-deeiy-al \ (Latin, sUltis, a 

Sideral, siddor-al /star). Starry; 
pertaining to the stars ; measured by the 
stars. 

Siderography, siddor-oggnih-fy (Gr., 
siderost iron ; ynipho, to write). Tho act 
or art of engmving on stoel. 

Sideroscope, siddor-o-skopo (Greek, 
s{dero.<!f iron ; skopco, to view). An apj)a- 
ratus for detecting minute particles of iron 
in any substance. 

Sidesman, sidze-man. A kind of 
officer in cathedrals ; an assistant to a 
churchwarden ; applied also to a party 
man. 

Sidle, si-dl (from side). To progress 
sideways ; to approach by the side. 

Siege, seej (French, sUgi). Tho act of 
surrounding a fortifiedplaco with an army, 
and attacking it by means of batteries, 
mines, and trenches, in such a manner as 
to capture or destroy the principal out- 
works, and finally destroy tho place ; any 
continued endeavour to gain possession. 

Siesta, so-esttah (Spanish, from I^tin^ 

! sexta, and 4ora, sixth hour, or noon). 

! Primarily, a short sleep taken at noon, in 
order to avoid tho heat of tho day. In hot 
countries, generally, a short sleep indulged 
in after dinner ; in this latter sonso it is 
understood in England. 

Sift, sift (Saxon, sije). To separate or 
shake apart, by means of a sieve, tho 
larger particles from the smaller, or tho 
coarse from the fine ; Iienco, to examine 
closely and separate carefully tho genuine 
from tho spurious, tho false from the true, 
as to sift evidence. 

Sight, site (German, skht). In the arts, 
an aperture or point fixed to guide the eye 
in taking an observation, as the sights of a 
quadrant or a theodolite ; or in praotisiug 
with fire-arms, that which directs the eye 
to the mark, as the sight of a rifie. 

Sign-manual, sine-mannu-al. The 
royal signature superscribed at the tops 
of bills of grants and letters patent, which 
are then sealed with the pnvy signet or 
the great seal, as tho case may ne, to com- 
plete their validity ; a name written with a 
person’s own band. 

Signalize, signal-ize (Latin, signim* % 
mark ). To render eminent or remarkably 
to make distiogniffhed; celebrate 
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Signature;^ signa-tore (Latin, tignvmt 
a mark). A sign or mark written or im- 
pressed ; a person’s name, written bv his 
own hand ; in printing, a letter or figure 
placed at the bottom of certain pages of a 
work, bv which the sheets are distinguished 
and their order designated. 

Signet, sij^-net (Latin, tigno, to sign). 
A seal, or private seal ; a seal commonly 
used for the royal sign-manual. 

Significant, sig-niffy-kant (Latin, 
tignwm, a sign ; fado, to make). Expres- 
sive ; important ; forcible in conveying the 
meaning intended ; betokening something. 

Signify, signy-fi (Latin, signuni, a sign ; 
faciOf to make). To declare by some token 
or sign ; to m^e known ; to mean ; to ex- 
press ; to import ; to ratify. 

Silex, si-leks (Latin, iUeXj flint). In 
chemistry, a stone or flint; one of the pri- 
mitive e^hs, in which is included all the 
varieties of precious stones. 

Silhouette, sil-ooet (French, silhouette). 
In the fine arts, a profile or side face ; an 
entire figure of anything represented as a 
solid black mast, the general outline only 
indicating the form. A flat piece of metal, 
card, or wood o\it to a certain form, to give 
the solid outline of a figure or piece of 
omaniont. 

SiliciOUS, sil-ishy-UB (Latin, silex, fimi). 
Flinty; belonging to or partaking of the 
nature of the silex. 

Siliqua, silly-kwah (Latin). In botany, 
the seed-vessel, pod, nusk, or shell of 
plants of the pulse kind ; among gold- 
refiners, a carat, of which six make a 
scruple. 

Sill, sil. The timber or stono at the 
foot of a window or door. 

Silt, silt (Swedish, sylta, to pickle). 
Mud ; slime ; a d9posit of fine earth from 
water. 

Silva, ) sil-vah (Latin. sUva, a wood). 

Svlva, f A coUootion of poems ; history 
of tno forest-trees of a countxy. 

Silvan, \ sil- van (Latin, silva, a wood). 

Sylvan# J Woody; abounding with 
woods; pertfdningto the woods; inhabit- 
hg woods or groves. 

Simile, simmy-le (Latin). A com- 
psawm, by which anything is explained or 
present^ in an impressive form. 

Similitude, sim-illy-tudo (Latin, dm- 
resemblanoe). likeness i Xeaem- 
Hinoe ; oompaiison ; simile. 


Simony, simmon-ny. The corrupt pre- 
sentation of any one to an eoclesiastioa: 
benefice for gtft or reward ; the crime of 
buying or soiling church preferment. Thn 
term is derived from Simon Magus, who in 
the days of the Apostles proposed to pur- 
chase with money the power of conferring 
the Holy Spirit. 

Simoom, se-moom. 1 The name of a 

Simoon, se-moon. ) hot suffocating 
wind which occasionally blows in Arabia 
and Africa, generated by the extreme heat 
of the parched plains and sandy deserts. 

Simple, 8im-.xd (Latin, sbie, without; 
plwa, a fold). A single ingredient ; some- 
thing not mixed or compound ; in chem- 
istry, applied to undecomposed substances, 
called elementary substances or elements ; 
a name popularly applied to a herb. 

Simplify, simply-fi (Latin, sine, with- 
out ; plica, a fold). fTo make plaii; or 
obvious; to unravel that which is com- 
plicated ; to reduce to simple and few 
principles ; to retrench superfluous speech 
or writing. 

Simulate, simmu-late (Latin, similis, 
like). To feign ; to counterfeit the appear- 
ance of a thing which docs not exist ; to 
dissemble. 

Simultaneous, simmul-tane-yus or 
symul-tane-yus (Latin, sinmul, at tho same 
time). Acting at the same time ; occurring 
or existing at th. same time; acting to- 
gether; co-existent. 

Sinciput, sinsy-put (Latin). The fore 
part of the head, reaching from the fore- 
head to the crown. 

Bine, si-ne. A Latin preposition, sig- 
nifying without, as in the following ex- 
amples. Sine die, without day, used to 
express an indefinite time, a day not 
specified, no particular day ; in law, when 
a defendant is suffered to go sine die, he is 
dismissed the court. Sinx mid non, without 
which a thing cannot be, therefore, an in- 
dispensable condition. Sine pari, without 
fellow, applied to muscles, veins, &o., 
which have no fellow. 

Smeo^e, sinny-kure, or siny-kuia 
(Latin, sine, without ; cura, cure, or em- 
ployment). An office to which a salary cc* 
revenue is attached, but without employ- 
ment ; a place or post of emolument with- 
out duties to perform ; in church affairs, a 
benefice without cure of souls. 

Sinew, sin-nu (Saxon, stnwe). A tendon 
or ligament, by which the joints of tho 
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body are moved; a muscle or nerve; 
figuratively, that which supplies strength 
or support, as the Htiews of war. 

Sinister, sinnis-tur (Latin). Left ; on 
the left hand ; opposed to the right ; henco, 
opposed to good or good fortune; evil; 
tr^horous; bad; unfortunate; unfair; 
unjust. 

Sin offering, sin oilur-ing. An expia- 
tion for sin ; a sacrihco made for sin com- 
mitted. 

Sinuous, sinnu-us (Latin, siniui). 
Winding; crooked; bending or twisting 
in and out. 

Sinus, si-nus (Latin). A bay of the 
sea ; an opening in the land ; in surgery, a 
passage under the flesh. 

Siphon, si-fon (Greek). A curved pipe, ! 
having one arm longer than the other, 
used to draw off liquoi's from vessels, with- 
out disturbing the sediment which may be 
deposited ; or for transmitting liquid from 
one vessel to another without causing 
waste. 

' Sir, sur (French, sire). A title or word 
of respect used in addressing men ; a title 
of a knight or baronet ; a title given in 
American colleges to a master of arts. 

Sire, sire (French). Father ; the elder 
of a family or race ; the title of respect 
in addressing a king; male parent of a 
boast. 

Siren, si-ren. In antiquity, a kind of 
fabulous animal, otherwise called a mer- 
maid ; they were represented as enchanting 
mariners by the sweetness of their song, so 
that the victims forgot their homes, and 
perished of hunger ; hence, applied to an 
enticing woman, or one who is dangerous 
by her blandishments. 

Sirius, sirry-us (Greek, seirios). The 
dog-star. A brilliant star of the first 
magnitude, in the constellation Canis 
Major, or the great dog. It is supposed 
to bo the brightest and the nearest of the 
fixed stars. 

Sirocco, so-rokko (Italian). A per- 
nicious wind blowing from Syna and other 
parts which lie south-east of Italy; it is 
prejudicial to all kinds of vegetation, and 
in appearance is said to resemble tho 
steam issuing from a boiler. 

Sirrah, sir-rah. A term of contempt ; 
a name of reproach and insult ; formerly 
used in addressing vil^ersons, and applied 
in anger to menials. T\\e word is supposed 
to be derived from sir, ha / 


Sisterhood* sistur-hood. A number of 
women of the same order ; women asso- 
ciated together for some good or chari- 
table purpose ; a society of females united 
in one faith. 

Site, site (liatin, dtus). Situation ; local 
position ; seat ; place ; a plot of ground 
for building purposes. 

Situ, situ (Latin). In situ moans in its 
appropriate situation ; in its original or un- 
altered position. 

Sitz-bath, ^itz-bath. A bath in which 
bathing may be performed in a sitting pos- 
ture. 

Siva, se-^Tih. In Hindoo mythology, 
tho Supreme Being, in the character of 
destroyer or avenger. 

Sizar, ) siz-ur. In the University of 

Sizer, j Cambridge, a student of the 
lowest rank, synonymous with a servitor 
at Oxford. 

Sketch, sketsh (Dutch, schets). An out- 
line or general delineation of anj^hing ; an 
incomplete draught ; a plan exhibiting the 
piincipal points or ideas ; a drawing traced 
in outline, and lightly shaded. 

Skid, skid. In ship-building a piece of 
plank formed so as to answer the curve of 
tho ship’s side, used to preserve the side 
from being injured by weighty bodies 
hoisted into or lowered out of tho ship ; 
also, an implement fastened to tho wheels 
of carriages to slacken their velocity in 
descending a hill. 

Skiff, skif (German, schiff). The popu- 
lar name for any small, light boat. 

Skillet, skil-let (French, Scuelle). A. 
small kettle or boiler. 

Skim-milk. Milk freed from its cream . 

Skipper, skip-pur. A familiar name 
for the master of a ship. 

Skirmish, skur-mish (French, escara- 
mouche). A koso desultory kind of engage- 
ment in presence of two armies, between 
small detachments sent out for the purpose 
either of drawing on a battle, or of conceal- 
ing by their fire the movements of tho 
troops in their' rear. 

Slack water. A term applied to tho 
interval between the ebb and tho flow of 
the tide. 

Slag, slag (Danish, slagn). Tho dross of 
metals ; tho scoria of a volcano. 

Slake, slake (Swedish, sUUka). Te 
quench ; to extinguish ; to temper or dreucli 
with water ; to allay. 
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Slattern, s7at-turn. A woman negli- 
gent in her attire ; a sloyenly woman. 

Sleave, sloov (Saxon, sl^a). The knot- 
ted or entangled part of silk or thread. 

Slodge-liammer, Bloj-hammur. The 
largoBt sort of hammer used by smiths with 
both hands, in striking iron upon the anvil. 

Sleek, sleek (German, dUhC). Smooth ; 
plain ; unrulHod ; having a glossy smooth- 
ness ; having the smoothness or an oily, 
greasy substance ; smooth with fatness. 

Sleeper, sloop-ur. In building, a piece 
of timber laid upon dwarf walls for support- 
ing the -ground joists of floors; a beam 
which supports the rails of a railway; 
generally, cross, horizontal timbers for fix- 
ing planking, &c., whence it is necessary 
to fill under, in order to make a secure 
foundation* 

Sleety sleet (Saxon, iWU), A kind of 
small Wl, or mixture of snow with rain. 

Sleight, sllto (German, tchlich, a trick). 
Artifice ; trick ; dexterous practice. Sleight 
of hand, deception practised by rapid and 
skilful employment of the hand ; a juggler’s 
trick. 

Slip-knot, slip-net. A knot easily 
untied, and so made as to close firmly 
when a strain is brought to bear upon it. 

Slipshod, slip shod. With shoos or 
slippers down at heel ; figuratively used to 
imply a loose, careless stylo of literaiy 
composition. 

Sloop, sloop (Dutch, sloep). A vessel 
with one mast, commonly rigged wholly 
with fore and aft sails. Sloop of war, is 
any ship of war officered by a commander 
in the royal navy. 

Slope, slope (Saxon, ashipan). Inclined; 
oblique ; slanting ; not perpendicular ; to 
form with a slopo ; to inclino. 

Slop-work, slop-wurk. A term applied 
to ready-made wearing apparel. 

Slot, slot (Icelandic, slod). An oblong 
opening ; a slit or aperture in a machine to 
admit another part ; a bar or bolt ; the 
track of a deer. 

Slouched, slowtshd (Danish, iloff, stu- 
pid), Downcast : hanging down : pressed 
over the brows. 

Slough, slo (Saxon, $log), A deop iniry 

^oa. 

Slowh. sluf. The skin which a serpent 
taste m at iti poriodioal loaovation { in 
fuigm; tlio separates^om 
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Slue. slu. Tn nautical language, to turn 
a cylindrical piece of timber, as a mast or 
boom, about its axis, without moving it out 
of its place. 

Sluice, sloos (Dutch, sluts). A floodgate ; 
a vent for water ; a channel for regulating 
a flow of water ; the stream of water issuing 
through a floodgate; a source of supply; 
that through which anything flows. 

Slur, slur (Dutch, slordig, sluttish). To 
sullv; to contaminate; to perform im- 
perfectly; to pass lightly. In music, to 
play a passage in a smooth, gliding 
manner. 

Smack, smak (Saxon, snacca). A 
vessel having one mast only, and ordinarily 
rigged as a sloop ; chiefly employed in the 
coasting trade. 

Small-arms. A term applied collec- 
tively to rifles, muskets, carbines, pistols, 
and instruments of similar calibre. 

Smalt, smawlt (Dutch, smelten). A blue 
coloured glass, obtained by heating tho im- 
pure oxide of cobalt, with sand and potash 
reduced to powder. It is the hlue-stone 
used in washing. 

Smart-money, smart-munny. A name 
given to money paid by a person to purchase 
oxomption from a disagreeable duty, or 
buy himself olf from some painful situa- 
tion. 

Smattering, smatter-ing (Swedish, 
sniaitra, to crackle). Superficial know- 
ledge; a slight acquaintance with any sub* 
jeet. 

Smegmatic, smeg-mattik (Greek, 
smegtun, soap). Having the nature or 
qualities of soap ; soapy. 

Smelt, smelt (Dutch, snielten, to melt). 
To melt ore for the purpose of extracting 
tho metal. 

Smirk, smurk (Saxon, smerctan.). To 
smile portly ; to look affectedly soft or 
kind. 

Smith, smith (Saxon, Literally, 

one who smites or strikes ; hence, one who 
beats with a heavy instrument ; one who 
forges iron or other metals with a hammer; 
he that makes or forms anything. 

Smoulder, smole-derr (Dutch, smosl, 
hot). To bum and smoke without rent ; 
to bum as embers or ashes. 

Snaffle, snaf-fl (German, rn^ffU). A 
kind of bridle which crosses the nose of a 
horse, and which consists of a slender bit* 
mout]^ without anr brancliM, 





Snare, snare (Danish, mara). Anything 
let to catch an animal ; any contrivance by 
irhich a person is entrapped or brought un* 
warily into danger. 

Snarl, snarl (German, scknarreii). To 
growl as a dog or angry animal ; to speak 
roughly and sharply; to depreciate in 
bitter terms. 

Sneer, sneer (derived from the same 
root as more^ or «nor<). To insinuate con- 
tempt by covert expressions ; to praise in 
a jeering manner; to scoff; to contem- 
plate with a look of contemptuous 
ri<lic‘ule. 

Snowdrift, sno drift. A heap or bank 
of snow diivcn together by the wind. 

Goar, sore (French, essor). To fly aloft; 
to rise high ; to mount on the wing ; figura- 
tively, to tower high in thought or imagi- 
nation. 

Sobriety, so-bri-ety (^French, solriSti). 
Temperance; moderation in drink; gravity; 
seriousness. 

Sobriquet, sobroe-kay (French). A 
nickname; a name given on account of 
some peculiarity or characteristic. 

Soccage, sok-aje (Saxon). A tenure of 
lands and tenements by a certain and 
determinate service , distinct from knight- 
seiwice. It is of two kinds : free soccagey 
where the services are certain and 
honourable ; and villein, soccage, where the 
services, though certain, are of a baser 
uature. Written also, socage. 

Sociable, so-sha-bl (Latin, sociusy a 
companion). Inclined to company ; favour- 
ing companionship ; familiar ; agreeable. 

Social, so-shol (Latin, sociuSf a com- 
panion), Relating to society; fit for 
society ; ready to join in friendly converse; 
companionable. 

Socialism, soshul-izm (Latin, sociuSy a 
companion). A state of society, founded 
upon the doctrine of co-operation and 
mutual usefulness, and a community of 
property among all the members. 

Socie^, so-si-ety (French, socUli). 
Community ; the union of many in one in- 
terest ; any number of persons associated 
for a special purpose ; a commeroial associa- 
tion; company; partnership. 

Socinian, so-sin-yan. A follower of 
Saeinust who held that Christ was merely a 
man inspired, denied His divinil^ and 
atonement, and disbelieved the dootnne of 
original depravity. 




Sock, sok (Saxon, socc). A short land 
of stocking; the shoe worn by the ancient 
actors in oomody ; hence the word is use^l 
for comedy, and opposed to buskin, tne 
emblem of tragedy. 

Socket, Bok-et (French, souche). The 
hollow of a caudlostiok ; tho hollow whioh 
receives something inserted ; tho receptacle 
of tho eyo. 

Socratic, so-krattik. Pertaining to 
Socrates, the Greek philosopher. Socratic 
philosophg, the doctrine and opinions, with 
regard to morality and religion, taught and 
maintained by Socrates. 

Sod, sod (Dutch, xoo(le). A turf ; earth 
with the embedded roots of grass; poeti- 
cally, the turf or earth which covers the 
dead. 

Soda, Bodo-ah (Arabic). A mineral 
alkali, produced principally by plants grow- 
ing on tho sea-coast, but derivable from 
various other sources. 

Sodality, so-dall-ity (Latin, sodalisy a 
oompouion). Fellowship; fraternity; so- 
ciety. 

Sodden, sod-dn. Past part, of the 
verb to seethe. 

Sofa, Bofe-ah. An elegant long seat, 
usually with a stuffed seat, and a frame of 
mahogany or rosewood. The sofa of the 
Orientals, from whom the name is borrowed, 
is a sort of alcove, raised half a foot above 
the floor, where visitors of distinction are 
received. The name is also given to a 
covered seat on the side of a room. 

Sofdto sof-fit. The under side of an 
overhanging erection, as tho intrados of an 
arch, the under side of a cornice, &;c. 

SoRsm, 80-fizm. Tlie mystical doc- 
trines of the Mohammedan priests, called 
in the Persian tongue, sof. 

Soi-disant, swah-deezang (French). 
Self-styled ; would-be ; assumption of rank 
or title. 

Boil, Boyl (Latin, sohm). The common 
name for that accumulation of various sub- 
stances which lies upon the surface of the 
globe, and famishes nutriment to plants, 
or which is particularly adapted to the 
purposes of agriculture. 

Soiree, swah-ray (French). An evening 
party. 

SojoTim, so-jum (Pronoh, sj/wnwr). 
To dwell for a time ; ta take up temporary 
residence; to live in a place for a time^ atg 
ftrangor in a foreign land. 
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S 0 I 9 111 music, the ufth note of 
the gamut. 

Solace, 8ol-a»e (Latin, mlor^ to comfort). 
Consolation; mitigation of grief; comfort in 
trouble ; alleviation of sorrow. 

Solar, BO-lar (Latin, the sun). Per- 
taining to the sun ; measured by the revolu- 
tions of the sun. Solar ayUevif is the order 
and disposition of tho several heavenly 
bodies, which revolve about the sun, as a 
centre of motion. 

Solatium (Latin). Consolation; solace; 
soothing unction. 

Soldan^ sol-dan, or sow-dan. A title 
formerly given to a general in command of 
tho caliph’s army ; the epithet was after- 
wards applied to a governor of Egypt. 

Solder, 1 saw-dur (Latin, solidare, to 

Soder, ) make solid). To cement with 
metallic matter ; to mend or unite. 

Solecism, solly-sizm (Greek, aoloikismos, 
from Sold, tho name of a people who spoke 
very bad Greek). An impropriety in lan- 
guage by a misapplication of words; an 
expression opposed to tho laws of language, 
especially of syntax ; unfitness ; absurdity. 

Solemnize, sollem-nize (French, solem- 
nifter). To perform with religious core- 
monies; to celebrate with ceremony and 
respect ; to honour with particular rites ; 
to make serious. 

Sol-fa-ing, sol-fah-ing. In music, the 
naming the notes of tho gamut, ascending 
or descending. 

Solicitation, so-lissy-tayshun (Latin, 
solicit/), to ask). Earnest request ; impor- 
tunity; requesting a favour with some 
degree of earnestness ; invitation. 

Solicitor. In law, one who petitions or 
solicits for another ; one who is permitted to 
practice in tho Court of Chancery, in the 
same manner as attorneys are allowed to 
plead in other courts. 

Solicitor-General. In England, an 
officer of the Crown, who holds his office by 
patent, and ranks next to the Attomey- 
^neru, with whom he is associated in the 
management of the legtd business of the 
Crown and the public offices. 

Solicitude, so-lissy-tude (Latin, tolu 
eifudo). Anxiety; watchfulness; careful- 
ness ; uneasiness of mind occasioned by the 
fear of evil or the desire of good. 

Solidarity, soUy-dany-ty (French, wK- 
dariti). A term implying such a consolida- 
tion or union of interests as ^ders per- 


sons jointly liable in property,- obUgation, 
Ac. ; ideuluty of interests. 

Solidify, so-lidy-fi (Latin, solidut, solid, 
facio, to make). To make BoUd or compact. 

Solifldian, soUy-fiddy-an (Latin, solm, 
alone ; Jides, faith). One who maintaini 
that faith only, without works, is necessary 
to justification. 

Soliloquy, so-lillo-kwe (Latin, soltts, 
alone ; loquor, to speak). A reasoning or 
discourse which a man holds with himself ; 
a written cemposition reciting what it is 
supposed a person speaks to himself. 

Solitaire, solly-tare (French). A person 
who lives in solitude ; a hermit ; a recluse. 

Solivagant, so-liwa-gant (Latin, soltu, 
alone; vagor, to wander). Wandering 
about alone. 

Solo, so lo (Italian). A tune, air, or 
strain to be played by a single instru- 
ment, or sung by a single voice. 

Solstice, sol-stis (Latin, sol, the sun ; 
sto, to stand). In astronomy, a term applied 
to tho time when the sun is at the neatest 
distance from the equator, thus called be- 
cause the luminary then appears to stand 
still. Tho solstices are two in each year ; 
the estival (summer) solstice, and the 
hyemal (winter) solstice. The summer 
solstice is when the sun is in the tropic of 
Cancer, which is on the 21st of Ju?ie, when 
he makes tho longest day. The winter 
solstice is when the sun enters the first 
degree of Capricorn, which is on the 22nd 
of December, when tho shortest day is ex- 
perienced in the northern hemisphere. 

Soluble, Bollu-hl (Jjatin, solvo, to melt). 
Capable of being dissolved; that which 
may be melted, or incorporated in a fluid. 

Solve, solv (Latin, solvo, to melt). Lite- 
rally, to loosen; to relax ; to disunite; to 
free from ; hence, to clear up ; to settle 
doubts; to explain. 

Solvent, sol- vent (Latin, solvo, to molt). 
Loosening the solidity; melting ; releasing ; 
having the power of dissolving or paying 
debts. 

Somatist, sommah-tist (Greek, soma, 
body). In theology, one who admits the 
existence of corporeiri or material beings 
only. 

Somatology, somah-toUo-jy (Greek, 
soma, a body; li^os, a discourse). The 
doctmeof material substances; tiiepriii« 
ciples of materialism. 
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Sombre, som-bur (Spanish, iom5ra, a 
shade). Shady; cloudy; gloomy; dull. 

Somersault, summor-sawlt ) (Italian, 

Somerset, summer-set f soprat- 
talto, from the Latin mper, above ; saiiOf to 
leap). A leap head over heels ; a leap in 
which a person turns his body completely 
over, and alights on his feet. 

Somnambulism, som - nambu - lizm 
(Lat., sommis, sleep ; amliilo, to walk). A 
term applied to the act or practice of walk- 
ing in sleep, and also to a particular state in- 
duced by what is termed animal magnetism. 

Somniferous, som-niffy-rus (Latin, 
somnuSf sleep ; fei'o, to bring). Causing or 
inducing sleep ; soporific. 

Somnolence, somno-lens 1 (Lat.,#o»i- 

Somnolency,8omno-lonsy j ait.?, sleep). 
Drowsiness ; inclination to sleep ; interme- 
diate state between sleep and wakefulness. 

Sonata, so-nahtah (Italian, from sonare, 
to sound). A solo for single instruments; 
it is usually a free composition for exhibit- 
ing the composer’s powers, without confin- 
ing him within the rigid rules of counter- 
point or measure. 

Sonnet, son-net (Latin, sonns, a sound). 
Literally, a little song; a short poem of 
fourteen lines only; two stanzas of foxur 
verses each, and two of three each, the 
rhymes being adjusted by a particular rule. 

Sonneteer, sonnet-eor. A writer of 
sonnets; applied by way of contempt to 
small poets. 

Sonometer, so-nommy-tur (Latin, 
sonuSf a sound ; meirum, a measure). An 
instrument for measuring sounds, or the 
intervals of sounds. 

Sonorous, so-norus (Latin, sontis, 
sound). Giving a full or loud sound; 
possessing a clear, deep sound ; producing 
sound. 

Soothsayer, sooth-sayur (Saxon, sodi, 
truth ; and myer). Literally, one who says 
or predicts the truth; one who foretells 
future events ; a prognosticator. Among 
tho Homans, the Haruspices or Soothsayers 
were at first held in some estimation ; but 
their impositions being discovered, they 
were looked upon with contempt. 

Sop, sop (Saxon, Food soaked 

in or made soft with liquid ; anything given 
to pacify, so called from the sop given to 
Ceroeim. 

Soph, sof. A title given in universities 
to a student in his second year; probably 
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from the Latin tophiataf a sophist, a cavil* 
ler. 

Sophism, Bof-izm (Latin, iophimus), 
A fallacious argument ; an argument which 
carries with it the appearance of truth, 
but leads a person into error; a subtle 
fallacy. 

Sophist, sof-ist (Latin, sophista). A 
name originally given to philosopbers, oi 
men remarkable for tbeir wisdom ; next tt 
rhetoricians, and subsequently to such as 
devoted their time to verbal niceties and 
logical quibbles; hence, in modem lan- 
guage, a captious or fallacious reasoner. 

Sophisticated, so-fisty-kayted. Adul- 
terated ; not pure ; not genuine ; corrupt ; 
perverted. 

Sophistry, sofiBs-tre. Fallacious reason- 
ing; it is sometimes applied in a better 
sense to the cxorcise'of logic. 

Soporific, soppo-riffik (Latin, sopor^ 
sleep ; fero, to bear or carry). Inducing 
sloop ; tending to cause sleep ; a medicine 
which causes sleep. 

Soprano, so-prahno (Italian, mpreme). 
In music, the upper or treble part in com- 
position ; also, too highest female voice. 

Sorce^, sawrsur-ry. Magic; enchant- 
ment ; witchcraft ; prediction by the pre- 
tended aid of evil spirits. The word is 
derived from Latin, sors, a lot, because lots 
were used for the purpose. 

Sordid, sawr-did (Latin, sordes, filth). 
Primarily, filthy, foul, or dirty ; hence, 
metaphorically, mean; abject; base; 
covetous ; fond of filthy lucre. 

Sorites, so-rytez (Greek, jom», a heap). 
In logic, an argument where one proposi- 
tion is accumulated on another. 

Sorner, sawm-ur. A term for one who 
obtrudes himself upon another for bed and 
board ; the word is derived from sorehon or 
sorn, an arbitrary exaction of lodging and 
entertainment from tenants in Ireland and 
Scotland. 

Bororicide, so-rory-side (Latin, 8oror, 
a sister ; ccedo^ to kill). The murder of a 
sister ; one who kills his sister. 

Sorrel, sor-rel (French, saurer^ to dry in 
the smoke). A herb, so called from the 
sourness of its taste ; also applied to a red* 
dish, or faint red colour, as a sorrel horse* 

Sortie, sawr-te (French, svriix^ to issue) 
A vigorous sally ; a sudden rushing fmiih . 
in military affairs, a secret movement^ 
attack made by strongdetachmestt of tro^ 
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from a boeiogred place, for the ptupoie of 
deetFoylog the enemy's worka. 

Sortilege, sawr^-lej (Latin, sort, a lot; 
hgOf to select). The act or practice of 
drawing lots; originally, a species of divina> 
tion performed through thei medium of 
drawing lots. 

Sortition, sawr-tisshun (Lathi, soditio). 
Appointment by lot ; selection by lot. 

So&piro, Bos-piro (Italian, a sigh). In 
music, the same as rest. ^ 

Sostenuto, sosty-newto (Italian, 6us> 
♦tained). In music, a tonn used to denote 
the sustaining of sounds to their utmost 
range; or the continuing of sounds, and 
uniting them to each other. 

Sothaic Period, so-thavik peory-ud. 
A term employed in the caiendiu* of the 
lilgyptiaiis and the Persians. Their year is 
supposed to have comprised 865 days, so 
that every four years they lost a day in the 
solar year, and, after a period of 1,460 
years, called the Sothaic Periodt the civil 
and the solar years re-commenced at the 
same time. Tue year was then made to 
consist of 865 days, 6 hours, and was 
called the Sothic yw.r, from SothiSf the dog- 
star, at whose rising it commenced. 

Sottish, sot-tish (Saxon, tot). Addicted 
to intemperance; stupefied by drink; 
senseless; dull; heavy. 

Botto Voce, sot-toy5^hay (Italian, low 
or under voice). In music, soft or piano 
voice ; moderate tone. 

8ou, BOO (French). A French coin, re- 
presenting the twentieth part of a franc, 
and answering to the English halfpenny 
and the American cent. 

Souchong, soo-shong. The name of a 
finer kind of black or Bohea tea. 

Sough, suf, or sof (Saxon, iowgh). A 
4ewer or drain situated at the top of an em- 
bankment for the purpose of conveying the 
surface water to the side drain ; also, a 
term applied to the sighing or murmuring 
sound, caused by the passage of the wind 
through the trees. 

Sound Dues. A toll or tribute levied 
by the King of Denmark on all merohant 
vessels pasmg the strait called the Scundf 
which oonneots the North Sea with the 
Baliio. 

Sounding, sownd-ing. In navigation, 
the opemtion of trying the depth of the 
water, and the quality of the boUonii a 
line with a plummet at the end. 


Source, sorse (French). Spring ; 
fountain-hM ; original producer ; that 
from which anything springs. 

Souse, Bowse (Dutch, $ovi€). To steep 
in salt and water ; to soak in brine ; to 
plunge into any liquid; to fall into water 
precipitately. 

South, sowth. One of tho cardinal 
points, being that which is opposite to the 
north ; the point of the horizon ninety de- 
grees to the right of the point at which 
the sun rises when in the equinoxes ; a 
southern region, country, or place; pertain* 
iug to or lying in tho meridian towards the 
sun. 

South-east, sowtli-ecst. The point 
equidistant botwoon south and east. 

Southerner, suthom-er. An inhabitant 
or native of the south or southern states of 
the North American Union. 

Southron, suth-ron. A native or in- 
habitant of the more southern part of a 
country ; a term which the Scotch apply to 
a native of England. 

South-west, Bowth-west. The point 
equidistant between 6outh and west. 

Souvenir, soov-neer (French). A keep- 
sake ; a remembi'ance ; a memorial. 

Sovereign, sower-in, or suvver-in 
(French, sonverain, from Latin, gitpernw, 
supremo). Supremo in power ; a supreme 
ruler; one who possesses the highest autho- 
rity ; a king ; a prince ; a ruler; supremely 
efficacious, as a got^^eign remedy; pre- 
dominant; principal; chief. Also, an 
English gold coin, value twenty shillings. 

Sovereignty, sower-inty, or suwor- 
inty. Supreme dominion ; supremacy ; the 
highest rank, place, power, or excellence. 

Sowons, so-anz. An article of food 
mode from oats, or from tho husks of 
oats. 

Spa, spaw. A general denomination for 
a mineral spring; it is derived from a town 
in the kingdom of Belgium, famous for its 
mineral water. 

Spalt, spawlt Brittle; cracked, as 
timber. 

Bpa^ W]pan (Saxon). The space from 
one end of the thumb to the end of the 
forefinger, when stretched to their utmost 
extent ; os a measure, nine inches; in 
tioal language, a smiul line, the middle of 
which isattadied to a stay. In drehiteo- 
ture, the extent of anarch between itspleit 
and abutment; figurativelv, a short extent 
or spaee, as the 9pan of life. 
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Spandrel, spand-rel (Italian, ipwtdertf 
tn apread). In oroUiteoture, the irregfular 
space between the ounre of an arch and the 
rectangle inclosing it. 

, SjiAniel, 8pan>^l. A variety of the 
dog, introduced from Spain, remarkable for 
vts fondness and docility ; hence, the word 
is used for a fawning, obseqiuous person. 

Spanker, spank-ur. In nautical Ian- 
spiage, the aftermost sail of a ship or 
barque. 

Spar, spar. In mineralogy, a name 
given to those earths,oro]7Btallised minerals, 
that hare a shining lustre, and easily break 
into rhomboidal, cubical, and other forms ; 
also, a small beam or rafter, especially a 
round piece of timber used for the yards 
and topmasts of ships. 

Sparable, sparrah-bl (Sasou, sparran, 
to fasten). Small nails, especially such as 
are used by shoe-makers. 


Spargefactlon, sparjy-fakshun (Latin, 
spargo, to sprinkle). The act of sprink- 
ling. 


Sparse, sparse (Latin, sparstis, die*- 
nersed). Thinly scattered ; spread abroad, 
in botany, not opposite; not alternate ; not 
in any regular order. 


Spartan; spar-tan. Pertaining to 
Sparta ; hence, hard ; heroic ; brave ; un- 
daunted. 


or employment to which a person particu* 
larly devotes himself ; any especial ability 
or aptitude. 

Specie, spe-she (Latin, ipeeiet, a kind). 
Coined money ; metollic currency ; coin of 
gold, silver, or other metal, as contradis- 
tinguished from paper money. 

Species, spe-shis (Latin, specw, to boo). 
Literally, that which may be seen or is tbo 
object of sight ; a oollection of all the thing;* 
seen at one view; that which is presented 
to the eye ; a form or nppearance. In na- 
tural history, tpecies signifies such indivi- 
duals as are supposed to be descended from 
a common stock, or which might have so 
descended, characterised by one peculiar 
form, but liable to vary, from the influence 
of circumstances, only within certain nar- 
row limits. In a general sense, sort, kind, 
class, order. 

Specific, spe-siffik ) (Fr., »i>ect- 

Specifical, spe-siffik-al ( Jique). Thai 
which constitutes a thing of the species to 
which it belongs ; dlstingnishing one from 
another; that which particularises or 
specifies. In pharmacy, a specific is a 
medicine which exercises a certain and 
determinate influence on a particular dis- 
ease; a ceilain antidote against a given 
complaint. 

Specific Gravity. The relative 
wei^t of equal portions (as to bulk) of 
different kinds of matter. 


Spasm, spazm (Greek, spasmos, cramp). 
Invmuntary contraction of the muscles; 
cramp; convulsiou. 

Spasmodic, spaz-moddik (Greek, 
tnos, cramp). Convulsive ; resembling 
spasms; applied fi^ratively to an irregu- 
lar style of composition, which breaks out 
continually into rhapsodies, ejaculations, 
&c. 

Spatterdashes, spatter-daahcs. Co- 
verings for the legs, to protect them from 
the wot and dirt. 

Spatula, spattu-lah (Latin, spaihuta). 
An apothecary B instrument for spreading 
plasters. 

Spavin, spav-in. A disease in horses, 
generally consisting of a tumour on the leg, 
producing lameness. 

Special, spesh-al (Latin, a kind). 

Particular; peculiar; chief; denoting a 
species; designed for or applied to some 
j>articular end or purpose. 

Specialty, «posshal-ty. In law, a con- 
tract, or the ovidenoe of debt under a seal ; 
a particular or peculiar case ; any pursuit 


Specification, spossy-fo-kayshun. 
Particular mention ; distinct notation. In 
architecture, a detailed account of the 
materials and workmanship to be employed 
in the erection of a building. 

Specious, spo-shus (Latin, speeiotM). 
Showy, or attractive to the view ; plausible, 
though not strictly right ; appearing well 
at first sight ; superficuil; outwardly fair. 

Spectacle, spoktah-kl (Latin, apecio, to 
behdd). A snow; an exhibition; a gaz- 
ing-stock ; anything shown publicly ; any- 
thing exhibited to view as very remarkable. 

S pectator, spek-tay tur (Latin). A be- 
holder ; one who looks on ; one present oa 
any occasion. 

Spectre, spek-tur (Ijatin, apeeto, to ba- 
holo). An apparition ; a ghost ; a phan- 
tom; the supposed appearance of any 
person who is dead. 

Spectrum, spek-trum (Latin, an image). 
A visible form ; an image ; the image 
formed on any white surface by a rav of 
solar light passing through a small hole 
into a dark chamber, irhen reflected by a 


triangular glass prism. An ocular spectrum 
is an imago of a bright object, such as the 
setting sun, which continues for some time 
visible after the spectator has closed and 
lovered his eyes. 

Speculate, spSkku-late (Latin, specular ^ 
to view, to contemplate). To view with the 
mind ; to form or frame theories ; to look 
forward to consequences ; to try, venture, 
lisk, or hazard ; to buy or sell with a pros- 
|>ect (tf profitable resmts. 

Speculative, spSkku-lativ (Latin, 
specular f to view). Given to viewng things 
mentally in their various aspects and re- 
lations ; disposed to certain outlay for un- 
certain advantages ; inclined to bo venture- 
some; contemplative; theoretical. 

Speculum, spekku-lum (Latin). A 
mirror; a metallic plate, highly polished, 
which reflects images. 

Spell, s^l (Saxon, spelf a word). A 
charm, consisting of some peculiar words of 
occult power ; a turn of work. 

Spell-bound, spel-bound. Arrested 
by a spell ; unable to act or move owing to 
some powerful charm or secret influence. 

Spelter, spol-tur(DL.<ch, spiawtcry The 
commercial term for zinc. 

Spendthrift, spend-thrift {spend and 
%rifty A prodigal ; one who spends money 
profusely or improvidently. 

Sphere, sfeor (Greek, sphaira). A 
globe ; in geometry, a solid body contained 
imder a single surface, which in every part 
is equallv distant from a point called its 
centre ; nguratively, a social circle ; a cir- 
cuit of action, knowledge, Ac. 

Spherical, sferrik-al. ) Shaped like a 

Spheric, sfer-ik. j sphere ; round; 
globular. 

Spheroid, sfe-royd (Greek, sphairut a 
globe ; eidoSf likeness). A solid oodv ap- 
proximating to the figure of a spnore, 
but flattened at two opposite ends or poles. 

Sphinx, sfinks. In antiquity, an om- 
blematical figure, composed of the head 
and broasts of a woman, the wings of a 
bird, the le^ and claws of a lion, and the 
body of a dog; and said to have been the 
BJ^ptian symbol of theology. Also, a 
famous monster of Thebes, which con- 
tinued infesting the city, and devourii^ its 
inhabitants, until such time as an enigma 
which it propounded was solved. 

e w, ^^seaf^ The* eoienoe of^ seals, 
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Spicular, spikku-lar. hesembling a 
dart. 

Spigot, spig-ot. A peg or pin to put 
into a hole in a cask of liquor. 

Spindle, spin-dl (Saxon, spindel)* A 
pin to form thread on; anything of long 
slender form ; in mechanics, a term synony- 
mous with axis. 

Spine, spine (Latin, spina). The back- 
bone of an animal ; a tnom ; tho prickly 
ray of tho fin of a fish. 

Spinel, > spi-nel (French, spinelk). 

Spinelie, j A mineral exhibiting 
various shades of red, violet, or yellow, and 
sometimes, though very rarely, black. 

Spinet, spin-et (Italian, spinetto). A 
musical name, thus called from spina^ a 
thorn or quill, tho tono being produced by 
a crow’s q^uill, inserted in the tongue of a 
little machine called a jack. 

Spinning Jenny, spin-ning jen-ny. 
A machine for spinning cotton or wool, 
since superseded oy tho mule; also called 
spinning genie. 

Spinous, spi-nus. Thorny; full of 
spines ; armed with spines. 

Spinster, spin-stur. Literally, a woman 
who spins. In law, a maiden or unmarried 
girl ; the common title for an unmarried 
woman. 

Spiracle, spiirah-kl, or spira-kl (Latin, 
spirOf to breathe). A breathing-hole; a 
small aperture in animal and vegetable 
bodies by which air or other fluid is exhaled 
or inhaled ; any small aperture ; air ; a 
vent. 

Spiral, spi-ral (Latin, mm, a spire). 
A curve of a circular kind, which m its 
progress recodes from the centre ; winding 
round a cylinder, at the same time rising or 
advancing forward. 

Spire, spire (Latin, spira, a spire). A 
body shooting upwards to a point ; the top 
or uppermost point; a winding, like that of 
a screw. In arohitocture, a steeple which 
diminishes as it ascends, either pyiamiu- 
ally or conically. 

Spirit, q9ir-itl[Latin, sj^ritus). Literally, 
breath ; an immaterial substance ; an im- 
material, intelligent being ; the soul of man ; 
animal excitement, or the effect of it, as 
life ; excitement of mind ; animation ; es- 
sential quality ; anything eminently re- 
fined; an apparition; an aiirial being: 
generally, ardour ; eager desire ; distiUea 
liquor, 
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spirit Ijevel. An instrument for As- 
certaining: the deviation of any surface 
from the plane of the horizon. 

SpiritoBO, spirry-tozo) (Italian, with 

Spxrito, spirry-to j spirit). In 
music, a term denoting a spirited manner 
of performing. 

Spiritous, spirrit-us. Like spirit ; 
pure ; refined. 

Spiritual, spirrit-yual (Latin, ^iritu- 
alis). Consisting of spirit ; having or 
partaking of tho nature of a spirit; in- 
corporeal ; pure ; not fleshy. 

Spirituous, spirrit-u-us. Containing 
spint, or consisting of spirit ; ardent; hav- 
ing tho quality of spirit; fine; pure; 
active ; lively ; gay ; vivid. 

Spissitude, spissy-tudo (Latin, spissi- 
tudo). (crossness; thickness; thickness of 
soft substances. 

Spit, spit ^Danish, spiel). A long piece 
of iron on which meat is roasted ; a depth 
of earth which may be pierced at once by a 
spado ; a point of land running into the 
sea; to put on to a spit ; to thrust through. 

Splay, splay. Displayed ; spread ; 
turned out. 

Splay-footed, splay-foot-ed. Having 
broad feet ; having tho feet turned inwards. 

Spleen, spleen (Greek, splen). In ana- 
tomy, a part of tho human body near the 
stomach ; in its normal condition, it is al- 
ways placed on the left side, in tho left 
hypochondrium, between tho eleventh and 
twelfth false ribs ; it was anciently sup- 
posed to bo the seat of anger, ill-humour, 
and melancholy ; hence the term is used 
synonymously with melancholy, vexation, 
anger, &o. 

Splenetic, splonny-tik. Full of spleen; 
poemh ; a person atfiictod with spleen. 

Splice, splise. In nautical language, to 
join tho ends of a rope together, or to unite 
the end of a rope to any part thereof by 
interweaving the strains in a regular 
manner. 

Splint, splint ) (Dutch, splinter). 

Splinter, splint-ur j A fragment 8{)lit 
off. In surgery, a long piece of wood, tin. 
strong pasteboard, or the like, employed 
for preventing the ends of broken bones 
from moving, so as to interrupt the process 
by which tho fracture unites. 

Spoil, spoyl (Latin, spolio). That which 
is taken away, plundered, or pillaged ; any- 
thing taken by violence ; booty seoured by 
B victorious army. 


Spoke, spoke (Smlob, epaca\. The bar 
of a wheel, which, with others, is inserted 
into the nave, and serves to support the 
rim or felly. 

Spokesman, spokes-man. One who 
speaks for another ; one who is oonstituted 
the mouth-piece of a deputation or body of 
persons. 

Spondee, spon-dee (Greek, spondSf a 
libation). In Graek and Latin poetry, the 
name of a foot containing two long syl- 
lables; 60 called from its being originally 
employed in the hymns sung in honour of 
the gods during the offering up of a sacri- 
fice. 

Sponging house, spunj-ing howse. 
The name for a lock-up house, or place of 
security, belonging to the shori^s officer, in 
which persons arrested for debt aro lodged 
previous to being conveyed to prison, or 
pending arrangements for the sottlement of 
tho debtor’s affairs. 

Spongiole, spunjy-ole. In botany, an 
organ situated at the extremity of the root, 
and thus named from its sponge-like tex- 
ture. It is by tho spongioles being thus 
situated that plants are able to abso:^. 

Sponsal, spon-sal (Latin, sponsalis)* 
Relating to a marriage or to a spouse ; 
hymeneal ; connubial ; nuptial. 

Sponsion, spon-shun (Latin, sponsto). 
Tho act of becoming surety for another ; 
in international law, an act or engagement 
made on behalf of a state by an agent not 
specially authorised, or exceeding tho limits 
of the authority under which it purports to 
be made. 

Sponsor, spon-sur (Latin). One who 
makes a promise or gives security for an- 
other; a surety; a godfather; in baptism, a 
surety for the religious education of the 
child baptised. 

Spontaneous, spon-tany-us (Latin, 
sponUf of one's own accord). Voluntary; 
without compulsion or restraint; acting 
from internal feeling or impulse ; of free- 
will or accord ; self-acting. 

Spontoon. spon-toon (French. «- 
noatoa). A military weapon, formerly homo 
DY infantry officers of a low rank ; a kind 
of half pike. 

Spool, spool (Gorman, sptde). A hollow 
cylinder on which yam is wound. It is 
larger than the pim, on which yam is 
wound for the shuttle. 

Bpoonmeat, spoon-meet. A namt 
applied to any food eaten with a spoon. 
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8|>oradio, spo-roddik ) (Ok., ^ 

Bporadical, Bp0<raddik<al f radikos). 
Dispersed; scattered. In pathology, an 
epithet applied to diseases which are not 
epidemic, but which occur here and there 
from causes affecting only the individual. 

Spore, spore \ (Greek, sporof.) In 

Sporule, Bpor>ule) ilowerloss plants, 
the o^n of re>prodaction, performing the 
functions of see^. 

Sport, spawrt. That which diverts and 
amuses; especially the diversions of the 
held. 

Sportive, spawr-tiv. Playful ; merry ; 
frolicsome j airy ; gay. 

' S.P.Q.R. 111 antiquity, an abbrevia- 
tion of the words, Seiuttui Popultu-que Ro- 
manuif the senate and the Roman people.*' 

Spouse, spowz (Italian, tposot sposa). 
A familiar term for one united to another 
in wedlock: a husband or wife; derived 
from the Latin spons^LS, promised, be- 
trothed. 

Spray, spray (Saxon, gprcedan, to 
spread). A small twig or shoot at the ex- 
tremity of a branch or bough ; also, small 
drops of water scattered or dispersed by 
the wind or the dashing of the wares. 

Sprig, sprig. A small shoot or branch ; 
figuratively applied to a junior member of 
a noble family. 

Spring, spring. One of tbo four seasons 
or divisions of the year, so called because 
vegetation then tpringt forth ; in common 
language. Spring commences about the 1 st 
of February, and ends about the last day 
of April. 

^ Springe, sprinKfrom spnay). A noose 
made of horse-hair, or some other elastio 
material, os a snare for birds, hares, rab- 
bits, &o. 

Spring«tide. A tide that folldws the 
new and Tull moon, being higher than the 
ordinary tides. 

Sprit, sprit. A small boom, pole, or 
spar, which crosses the sail of a boat 
tfisgmiaUy, from themast to the upper after- 
most oomer, which it serves to extend and 
elevate. A tprii sail is a sail so extended; 
a sail attache to a yard which hangs over 
the bowirgnit. 

Sprite, sprite (oontnotkm of spirtV). A 
spe<^; ghost; apparition; spirit; also, 
the name of an agile peiformer or tumbler. 

“ -* T . aAfjva : 'niinblo ; 


Spud, spud (Greek, »pyd, a spen^ A 
I sheit knife ; a tool resembling actiisol, for 
I destroying weeds; a term applied in con« 
tempt to anything short. 

Spumous, spu-mus 1 (Latin, tpumct 

Spumy, spu-my y foam). Frothy; 
foamy ; consisting of froth or foam. 

Spurious, spewry-us (Latin, ipunus). 
Counterfeit ; not genuine ; unauthentlc ; 
illegdtimato ; not lawfully begotten ; fieri- 
I tious; adulterated. 

j Spurn, spurn (Saxon, spuman)* To 
' strike at or dash ; to push away ; to cast 
off or throw away ; to reject with scorn ; 
to refuse contemptuously; to treat with 
indignity. 

Spurt, spurt (Saxon, tpurta), A sudden 
gushing forth of liquid; figuratively, a 
sudden and short effort. 

Squab, skwob (German, quolibelig, 
plump, sleek). Anything fat and unwieldy: 
short and fat ; thick and stout ; a stuffed 
cushion ; a kind of sofa or couch. 

Squabble, skwob-bl (Swedish, Hallo), 
A low brawl, or petty quarrel; conten- 
tion. 

Squad, skwod. A military term ex- 
pressing a small party of men who are 
assembled for drill or inspection. 

Squadron, skwod-nip (Latin, quadra, 
a square). A body of soldiers formed into 
a square ; a body of cavalry composed of 
two trooTO; a part of a fleet; a detach- 
ment of ships employed upon some expedi- 
tion. 

Squalid, skwol-id (Latin, tqualidui). 
Foul ; unclean ; ooverod with filth ; sur- 
rounded by imoleanness. 

Sc^uall, skwawl (Swedish, sqvcdl). In 
nautical langua^, a violent and sudden 
gust of wind. There are various kinds of 
squalls ; the most remarkable is the whUt 
squall, which occurs usually near or within 
the tropics, especially in the vicinity of 
mountainous land. It generally blows with 
great violence for a short time, and ^s liable 
to happen when the weather is clear, without 
any appearance in the atmosphere to in- 
dicate its approach ; it is consequently very 
dangerous. The only mark tbataocompanies 
it is the white broken water on the surface 
of the sea, which is tom up by the force of 
the wind. 

Squamous, rieway-mus I (Larin, tqws- 

Squamose^ skway-moze | ma, a scale). 
Scaly ; having a resemblance to soalqi; 
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Squadder, skwon-dnr. (Gor., schwen- 
den). To dissipate ; to spend money pro- 
fusely ; to scatter ; to lavish ; to waste. 

Square, skware (French, f/vitrrSf or 
ean'if from Latin, quadra). Having four 
equal sides, and as many angles ; forming 
a right angle ; equal ; exact. In military 
tactics, a formation of troops so as to pre- 
sont four solid linos in front with a hollow 
centre; a position usuallv taken up when 
preparing to receive cavalry. 

Square Measure. The squares of the 
linom measures. 

Square Number. The nroduct of a 
numher mult.plied by itself ; thus, 9 is the 
square number of 3. 

Square Higged. An epithet applied 
to a ship which has long yards, at right 
angles with the length of the deck, in con- 
tradistinction to sails extended obliquely 
by stays or lateen yards. 

Square Root. In arithmetic, a number 
which, multiplied in itself, produces the 
square number; thus 3 is the square root 
of 9. 

Square sails. In a ship, sails which 
are extended by a yard, distinguished from 
others extended by booms, stays, lateens, 
and gaffs. 

Squatter, skwot-tur. A name given to 
one who squats or settles on waste land to 
which ho is not entitled. 

Squaw, skwaw. Among certain tribes 
of American Indians, the name for a woman 
or wife. 

Squeamish, sk weem-ish (probably from 
quahuisii). Fastidious ; dainty ; nice to 
excess ; easily disgusted. 

Squib, ‘skwib (Gcnnan, echiehait to 
thrust* foi’W'ard). A firework thrown in 
the air or on the ground, and bursting with 
a cracking noise ; a Hash or spark emitted 
or projected ; metaphorically, a flash of 
humour ; a potty lampoon ; a slight satire. 

Squill, skwill (Latin, squilia). The sea- 
onion. A plant with a largo bulbous root, 
growing upon the sandy shores of Spain 
and the Levant. The root is one of the 
most powerful and efiScacious remedies in 
the maieria medica. 

Squire, skwire (contraction of esquire'), 
A title popularly given to a country gentle-' 
man, or one possessed of landed pro- 
perty. 

Squirearchy, skwire-arky. A term 
sometimes applied to country gentlemen 
ooUectiyely; power or •ow Muopoe 


possessed by squires or country gentle* 
men. 

Stabat Mater (Lat., the mother stood). 
A celebrated Latin hymn, beginning with 
these words. 

Stability, sta-billit-e (Latin, sto, to 
stand). Firmness; steadiness; fixedness 
of aim or purpose ; constancy. 

Staccato, stak-kah-to (Italian, separa- 
ted). In music, a direction that the notes to 
which it is affixed are to be detached in a dis- 
tinct and striking manner from each other. 

Stadiiun, staddy-um (Greek, siadiou). 
An ancient Grecian measure of length, con- 
taining 125 geometrical paces, or Roman 
feet, nearly corresponding to the English 
furlong. Also, a race- course for men and 
horses, and the ground on which the 
wrestlers and athleite exercised. 

Btadtholder, stat-hole-dur (TXitch, 
stadhouder, city-holder). Formerly the title 
of the chief magistrate of the united pro- 
vinces of Holland ; the governor or 
lieutenant-governor of a province. 

Staff, stahf. In milit^ affairs, an es- 
tablishment of officers in different regiments, 
attached to an army, or attendant upon the 
commander of an army. The staff usually 
includes officers not of the lino, as ad- 
jutants, quarter-masters, chaplains, sur- 
geons, &c. The staff is the medium of 
communication from the commander-in- 
chief to every department of the army. In 
music, the five lines upon which the notes 
are written. 

Stage, staje. In the drama, that part 
of the theatre upon which plays are re- 
presented; the term is also used in a 
general sense to imply the theatrical pro- 
fession, theatrical compositions, and thea,- 
trical matters, interests, and relations. In 
travelling by road, a place of rest, or a 
point of the journey whore a change of 
horses takes place. A time or period of 
progress in human affairs, or in any under- 
taking or performance. A degree in mental 
advancement towards any knowledge, art, 
or excellence. 

Stage-coach. A coach which runs 
regulanv between certain plooos, and at 
stated times, to convey passengers. 

Stager, staje-ur. A familiar term^ for 
one who has been long on the stage of life ; 
an old practitioner. 

Staggers, staggers. In farriery, * 
disease of horses, c#W8, and sheep. It is 
•aid to be a kind of apoplexy, in which 
animal reels or staggers, 
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Btafjririte, ) iitajjy>ritd. Anappellatioii 

8tagyrit6» { given to Aristotlo, from 
a town in Macedonia, the place of 
hisoirth* 

Btagnation, stag-nayshun (Latin, staff- 
nare, to stand). A state of immobility; 
cessation or absence of motion; want of 
activity in trade and commerce. 

Staid, stade (from staff). Sober; 
steady ; grave in deportment or demean- 
our ; not volatile, fickle, or fanciful. 

Stake, stake. A pointed piece of 
timber to bo set in the ground for the 
purpose of forming a support or fence ; the 
post to which persons wno suffered martyr- 
dom were secured — hence, synonymous 
with martyrdom ; money, &c., pledged or 
paid down by way of wager. 

Stalactite, sta-laktite (Greek, stalasso, 
to drop). A crystalline spar formed into 
oblong, conical, round, or irregular bodies, 
composed of various crusts, and usually 
hanging in the form of icicles from the roofs 
of grottoes, caves, &c. 

Stalagmite, sta-lagmite (Greek, stal- 
affmium, a drop), A deposit of calcareous 
or earthy matter formed by water impreg- 
nated with carbonate of lime, &o., in 
dropping on the floor of a cavern. 

Stalking-liorse, stawk-ing-hawrse. A 
horse, real or fictitious, made use of by 
fowlers to shelter themselves from the sight 
of the pkme they desire to capture ; hence, 
applied figuratively to a person employed 
as a tool, or to a pretence or mask by which 
one attempts to conceal his real designs. 

Stall, stawl (Saxon). A stand or station ; 
the place in which horses or cattle stand ; 
a place upon which or in which articles are 
exposed for sale ; in a cathedral, the seat 
appropriated in the choir to certedn mnks 
of the clergy. In theatres and places of 
public entertainment, a seat partitioned 
off and set apart for one person’s occupa- 
tion. 

Stall-lbd, stawl-fod. A term applied 
to cattle fed or fattened in a stable. 

Stalwart, stol-wurt (Saxon, staelweortke, 
w'orth the stealing, or taking). Conspicuous 
for strength and bravery ; bold ; valiant ; 
daring ; possessing prowess. 

Stamen, stay-men (Latin, a filament). 
In botany, tne male organ of plants, formed 
generally with the corolla, near the pistil, 
oontisting of two parts, the filament and 
the anther 

atamfnA. staminv»nah (Latin, stamen. 


the first principles of anything; the solids 
of a human body; whatever constitutes 
the chief support or strength of any- 
thing. 

Stamp, stamp (Dutch, stampen). An 
impress or mark ; a distinguishing cha- 
racteristic ; reputation, either good or evil ; 
authority ; currency ; cast ; form. 

Stampede, stam-poed. ) A term do- 

Stampedo, stam-peodo. j noting a sud- 
den fright or panic among a herd of cattle, 
which causes them to run away ; hence, 
applied to a rush of persons from arv 
place. 

Stanch, stantsh (French, Stancher, from 
Latin, siagnare, to stand). To stay or stop 
from flowing, as blood from a wound ; to 
cease to flow. See also Staunch. 

Standard, stand-ard (Saxon). A rule 
or measure ; a rate ; a lest ; a criterion ; 
that which is established or permanently 
fixed. In military affairs, an ensign of 
war ; a staff with a flag and coloui’s, around 
which the soldiers are supposed to take 
their stand. In horticulture, a term used 
to distinguish trees from the dwarf kind, 
or from such as arc trained against walls. 

Standish, stand-ish. A receptacle for 
pens and ink to stand in. 

Stannary, stannar-ry (Latin, sta7ium, 
tin). A tin mine ; the tin mines of a dis- 
trict; the royal rights in respect to such 
location of mines. The Stannm'if Com'U, 
in the counties of Cornwall and Devon, 
are held before tho lord-warden and his 
deputies, in virtue of a privilege granted 
to tho workers in tho tin mines, there to 
sue and bo sued in thoir own courts, that 
they may not be drawn from their business. 

Stanza, stanz-ah (Italian, a stand or 
station). A number of grave verses, con- 
taining some perfect sense, terminating in 
a pause. There are stanzas of four, six, 
eight, ten, or twelve verses. Also, a part 
of a poem containing every variation of 
measure or relation in that poem. 

Staple, stay-pl (Saxon, stapd, a stake). 
A settled mart or market; tho original 
material of a manufacture; the principal 
commodity or production of a country or 
district; settled; established in commerce. 

Starboard, star-horde. In nautical 
language, the right side of a ship, when a 
person stands with his face turnefl towards 
the head or prow. 

Star Chamber. Formerly a eonrt of 

- • • . . 1. C« nollA/l 
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from its roof being decorated Tvith stars. 
T^is court was empowered to decide upon 
that class of offences respecting which 
the law was silent; it also passed judgment 
without the intervention of a jurv. This 
court was abolished in the time of Charles 
the First. 

Stark, stark (Saxon, stei*e). Strong; 
firm ; confirmed ; completely established ; 
absolutely ; wholly ; entirely. 

Starveling, starv-ling. One who is 
hungry and emaciated, and pining from 
want ; an animal or plant in a perishing con- 
dition, through want of proper nutrition. 

Stasis, stay-sis (Greek, stasis, standing). 
In pathology, stagnation of the blood or 
animal humours. 

Statesman, statze-man. One versed 
in the art of governing a state or country ; 
one entrusted with the conduct of public 
affairs. 

Static, stat-ik | (Greek, statike). 

Statical, stattik-al j Kelating to the 
state of bodies at rest or in equilibrium ; 
resting ; acting by the force of weight. 

Station, staysh-im (Latin, sto, to stand). 
A stand or standing ; a place or position ; 
situation ; condition ; post or office assigned 
or occupied ; rank or condition of life ; a 
military post ; the post or rendezvous of a 
police force; a place on railways for the 
reception of passengers and goods. 

Stationary, stayshun*ary (Latin, sto, 
to stand). Fixed, not progressive; not 
moving. In astronomy, an epithet applied 
to the appearance of a planet, when it seems 
to remain on the same point of tho zodiac 
for several days. 

Stationery, stayshun-e^. A term 
used to denote paper, pens, ink, and writ- 
ing materials and implements of all de- 
scriptions. The term is supposed to be 
derived from tho custom which prevailed 
formerly of exposing these articles for sale 
upon stalls, or stations, at fairs and other 
places of public lesort. 

Statietioian, stat-is-tisshun (Latin, 
sUUus, condition). A person who makes 
the science of statistics nis study ; one who 
is employed in collecting r jitistics. 

Statistics, sta-tistiks (Latin, status, 
condition). In political economy, the 
science which determines the condition of 
a country, in reference to its extent, popu- 
lation, industry, wealth, power, &o. ; 
applied generally to any coUection of facts, 
er details gleans from actual things. 


Statuary, stattu-ary (Latin, stfUuanus). 
The art of forming im^s or statues; 
especially one who copies sculpture cr 
moulds images. 

Statue, stat-yu (Latin, siatua, from 
statuo, to sot). An image ; a carved repre- 
sentation of a living being; a figure of 
metal, stone, or wood. 

Statuette, stattu-et. A small statuo, 
not exceeding half tho natural size of a 
figure. 

Statu quo, stat-yii kwo (Latin). A 
Latin expression, signifying tho former 
state of anything ; the condition or position 
in which things wore. Status auo, or status 
quo ante helium, is a phrase used in speaking 
of belligerent powers, when they agree, as a 
preliminary of peace, to restore their con- 
quests, or to return to that condition in 
which the parties respectively stood before 
the commencement of hostilities. 


Stature, stat-yur (Latin, statura). Tho 
height of any animal, especially of man. 

Statue, stay-tus (Latin). Position; 
state or condition of a thing; place or 
station in society. 

Statute, stat-yute (Latin, stahuo, to set 
or fix). A law enacted by the legislature of 
a state, to bo observed l)y all tho subjects 
of that state ; as distinguished from an act 
which relates only to an individual or 
section of tho community. Tho term 
statute is also applied to an act of a cor- 
poration or of its founder, intended as a 
permanent rule or law. 

Staunch, stantsh (French, Stancher). 
Firm ; upholding ; supporting in nood ; 
steadfa.st. 


Stave, stave (from ). A thin, nar- 
row piece of wood used in tho construction 
of casks ; a staff, or metrical scries, so dis- 
posed that when it is concluded, tho some 
order begins again. 


Stay, stay (Spanish, estado). In the 
rigging of a ship, a long rope employed to 
support tho mast, by being extended from 
its upper end to the stem of the ship. 
Stays, in seamanship, also implies the 
operation of going about, or changing tho 
course of a sliip, with a shifting of 
soils. 


Stead, sted (Saxon, stede\ Primarily, 
place ; the position of another ; fo e(ana 
in stead, to bo of groat use and ad- 
vantage. 


Steak, stake. A slice of fiesb fricxl or 

broiled. 



stealthy The act o! stealing; 

ihelt; secret act; clandestine practice; 
nnperceived means employed to accomplish 
a purpose or gain an object. 

Steed, steed (Saxon, sitdu). A horse ; 
a horse for state or war. 

Steelyard, steel -yard. A description 
•f bdUknoe consisting of a short arm, from 
which a required weight is suspended, and 
a long graduated arm, to which au invari- 
able movable weight is attached. Equi- 
librium is attained when the weights are 
reciprocally proportioned to their distances 
from»the points of suspension. 

Steep, steep (German, atippen). To 
soak ; to macerate ; to imbue. 

Steer, steer (Saxon, steor), A young 
ox of the male kind. 

Steerage, steer-aje (Saxon, aieoran). 
The act or practice of directing or govern- 
ing in a course; direction; regulation; 
management ; that by which any course is 
guided ; an apartment in the fore part of 
a diip for the accommodation of the inferior 
passengers. 

Steganography, stegga-noggrah-fy 
(Greek, aUffanoa, covered ; grapho, to 
write). The art of writing in cypher. 

Stellar, stel-lar 1 (Latin, ateUa, a 

Stellary, stella-ry ; star). Kelating to 
the stars; full of stars; set with stars. 

Stelography, ste-loggrah-fy (Greek, 
atele, a pular ; gt'aplio, to write). The art 
of inscribing or writing characters on 
piUars. 

Stem, stem (Saxon, aiemn). To stand 
firmly against; to keep way steadily 
against ; to oppose progresa 

Stencil, sten-sil. Among artists, a thin 
piece of parchment, pasteboard, or metal, 
on which the outlines and general forms of 
any figures are out out ; this plate is then 
laid upon plain paper, and the colour being 
passed through with a brush, imparts a 
aolineation of the figure to the material 
beneath. 

, Stenography, ste-noggrah-fy (Greek, 
atmoa^ seoret ; grapho, to write). Short- 
hand writing ; the art of writing in short- 
hand, in wmoh signs and characters are 
used for whole woms. 

Stentorian, sten-tory-an. Extremely 
loud ; able to utter a very loud sound ; 
havii^r a very loud voice. From Stentor, 
the name of a herald mentioned by Homer, 
whose Toioe wes said to be as loud as the 
tiMtisAtl Voinaa of fiftv men. 


Stexi^brother. A brother-in-law, or 
by marriage. 

Step-father. A father-in-law ; a father 
by marriage only. 

Step-mother. A mother-in-law; a 
mother by marriage only. 

Steppes. A name given to plains or 
level wastOR of land, destitute of trees, iu 
some places covered with long, rank grass, 
in others sandy and barren ; and presenting 
an intermediate character between de.sorts 
and prairies. They are common in Russia, 
and m some parts of Asia. 

Ster. A termination of several words 
in the English language, derived from the 
Saxon, aieoran, to rule, to direct, and still 
retaining the significance of guidance, 
direction, &c., as in minhf^, malt^f^r, 
Bongater. 

Stereography, stery-oggrah-fy (Gk., 
atereoa, a amid ; grapho, to write). The art 
of drawing the forms of solid bodies on a 
plane. 

Stereometry, sterry-ommy-tre (Greek, 
atereoa, solid ; metj'onj measure). The art 
of measuring solids, or the finding the 
cubic contents of bodies. 

Stereoscope, steSry-o-skope (Greek, 
atereoa, solid ; akopeo, to view). An optical 
instrument adapted to both eyes, for com- 
bining two corresponding pictures or 
projections of an object, so as to exhibit it 
m relief, or as tho object itself would 
appear to each eye respectively. 

Stereotype, steery-o-tipe (Greek, ate- 
reoa, fixed ; typos, type, form). Literally, 
a fixed metal type ; hence, a plate cast from 
a mould of a composed page ; the art of 
making plates of fixed mel^lio types for 
printing books ; figuratively, any set form 
of speech, or phrase, repeatedly used to 
convey the same meaning or sentiment. 

Sterile, ster-il (lAtin, aterilis), Barren ; 
unproductive; unfruitful; not producing 
vegetation or crops. 

Sterling, ster-ling. In English com- 
meroe, a term applied to money when it 
is of the fixed, or national, or standard 
value; as a "pound sterling,’* meaning 
an Englirii poimd, not a pound indefinitely. 
The derivation of this word is from Easter- 
ling, or native of the East ; in r^erenoe to 
oeitrin coiners who were invited from the 
eastorn part of Germany into England for 
the puipose of coining English money, 
such coinage being thenceforward denomi- 
nated eoaterling, eaterling. sterling. The 
word sterling possesses qfso a stul wi4ei 
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application, denotin/; genuineness and ex- 
cellence of quality, atisie} linig value, tUrling 
wortii, tterlimif wit, &c. 

Stem, stern (Saxon, tiearn). The hind 
part of a ship or boat, where the rudder is 
placed ; the hind part of anything. 

Sternutation, sternu-tayshun (Latin, 
tt€i'nutOf to snoeze often). A convulsive 
shaking of the nerves and muscles, oc- 
casioned by an irritation of the nosttils ; 
the act of sneezing. 

Stertorous, sterto-rus (Latin, ste7 to, to 
snore). Breatliing heavily; snoring; a 
noisy kind of respiration, observablo in 
oases of apoplexy. 

Stethoscope, stettho-skope (Greek, 
iUthos, the breast ; shopeo, to examine). In 
medicine, a tubular instrument for discover- 
ing by sound the minutest variations from 
the healthy standard. This is done by the 
physician appl3dng the instrument to the 
chest or stomach, and putting his ear to 
the narrow end. 

Stevedore, stoevy-dore. One whose 
occupation is to load or unload vessels in 
port. 

Steward, stew-ard (Saxon, siedU, place ; 
•ward, guardianship). One who manages 
the affairs of another; a superintendent 
or manager of the household or estate of 
another ; one employed to collect rents or 
does, keep accounts, &c. An officer of 
state of high rank and trust ; in colleges 
and some other public institutions, an 
officer who provides the food and super- 
intends the culinary department. 

Stheni^ sthenlk (Greek, silienox, 
strength). In pathology, an epithet applied 
to diseases in general winch arise from ex- 
cessive excitement. 

Stigma, stig-mah (Greek). A brand 
made with a heated iron; a mark of in- 
famy ; anything which destroys reputation. 
In botany, the upper part of the pistil, 
which collects the granules of pollen upon 
its surface, and transmits their influence to 
other parts of a plant. 

Stiletto, ste-letto (Italian, diminutive of 
Ktilo, a dagger). A small dagger, with a 
shaip point and a rounded edge ; an instru- 
ment with which eyelet holes are made. 

Stil^ stil. 7%e name of the principal 
vessel in which distillation is conduct^; 
stills are of various forms, the simplest of 
which consists of a retort and receiver. 
Tlie term is commonly deriyed from Latin, 
lo, to drop. 


Still-born, stil-bawni. Dead at the 
birth; bom lifeless; abortive; figuratively 
applied to any literary or other pioduction 
which attracts no notice or attention, and 
of the existence of which the public is un- 
aware. 

Still-life. In painting, a term applied 
to that class of pictures representing fruit, 
flowers, groups of furniture, or a variety of 
other articles which generally form adjuncts 
to a picture only, and none of which have 
animate existAoce. 

Stimulant, stimmu-lant (Latin, 8ti m nio, 
to excite). Anything which induces excite- 
ment ; that which incites, or acts as a spur 
or goad ; a thing which inclines to action 
by some forcible motive. In pathology, a 
medicine calculated to excite or stimulate 
the organic action of the various systems of 
the animal economy. 

Stimulus, stimmu-lus.- Anythingwhich 
excites and tonds to action, espechilly a« 
regards mental energy and moral excel- 
lence. 

Stipend, sti-pend (Ijatin, ntipa, money; 
pendeo, to hang or weigh). Ori^nally, the 
money given to the Roman soldiers as pay, 
and weighed out to them ; with us it denotes 
money paid for the fulfilment of an engage- 
ment; settled remuneration for services; 
wages or salary, especially the annual salary 
of a clergyman. 

Stipendiary, sti-pendy-ary. Receiv- 
ing settled pay; performing services for 
stated wages or salary. 

Stippling, stip-ling. A mode of en- 
graving on copper by means of dots, as 
contradistinguished from engravings in 
continuous lines ; also, the mode of drawing 
by putting on tints and shadows of black- 
lead or crayon by means of a piece of 
coiled paper charged with pigment. 

Stipulate, stippu-late. To settle 
terms ; to contract ; to bargain ; to make 
an agreement or covenant to perform or to 
forbear something. The word is derived 
from the Latin, tiipula, a straw, because 
formerly, in making a sale, a straw was 
given to the purchaser in sign of a real 
delivery — a custom said to be still retained 
in some parts of France. The custom was 
for the two parties to break a straw Mween 
them, and each take his moiety, which they 
afterwards re-joined, to recognise theirpro 
mise. 

Stipule, stip-ule (Latin gtipula), fu 
botany, a leafy appendage to proper leaiea 
or their footstalks. The stinuiiBe often be;^ f 
a strong resemblance to real leaves 
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Stirrup, stir-rup (Saxon, itirge-rapa, 
stop-rope). A kind of ring, horizontal on one 
side, to receive tho foot of the rider, and 
attached to a strap which is fastened to the 
saddle. In ships, stirrups are short ropes, 
having their upper ends plaited and nailed 
ai*ound tho yards, and eyes made to their 
lower ends ; tho name of stirrup is also given 
to a piece of timber put under the keel 
when some part of it is lost. 

Stiver, sti-vur. A Dutch coin, equal to 
about a halfpenny in value. It is also a 
money of account in Holland and Flanders* 

Stooeade, stok-kadel (Italian, stocco). 

Stockade, stok-ade j In fortification, 
a sharp stake or post sunk in the earth ; 
also, a barrier or fence made with such 
stakes. 

Stock, stok. A general term for the 
oommoditios of trade; a fixed or perma- 
nent source of supply. In agriculture, the 
domestic animals or beasts belonging to a 
farm ; in commerce, a term denoting any 
sum of money which has been lent to 
Government on condition of receiving a 
certain interest till the principal bo re- 
paid ; a fund raised by a public company. 

Stock Broker. One who deals in piu*- 
chase and sale of stocks or shares in the 
public funds for others. 

Stock Dove. The name given to tho 
wild pigeon of Europe, long considered as 
tho sto^ of tho domestic pigeon, but now 
regarded as a distinct species. 

Stock Bxcll an^e. Tho place or build- 
ing where the public stock is bought and 
sold. 

Stock-fish. Tho cod-fish dried, but 
not salted. 

Stock-jobber. One who speculates in 
the funds, by buying or selling in anticipa- 
tion of fluctuations which may occur in tho 
course of events. 

Stoic, stO'ik (Greek, stoikoSj from sioa, 
a porch in Athens where Zeno taught). A 
twm applied to one who affects insensibility 
to either pain or pleasure, and who regards 
with indifference that which moves the 
passions ordinarily. The Stoics wore a sect 
of philosophers among the ancient Greeks, 
followers of Zeno, who taught that men 
should be free from passion, unmoved by 
joy or grief, and submit without murmuring 
to the inevitable necessity imposed by Fate. 

Stoker, stoke-ur. One who attends to 
the fire of ii steam-engine or a brew- 
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0tole, stole (Latin, stoUi). A long vest 
or robo ; a garment worn by the priests of 
some denominations when they officiate. 
Groom of the stole is an oflScer of the royal 
household and first lord of the bed-chamber. 
His title is derived from the long robe worn 
by the sovereign upon solemn or state 
occasions. 

Stolid^ stol-id (Latin, stolidus). Stupid ; 
dull; foolish; passive; wanting in energy ; 
unimpassioned. 

Stomacher, stumma-tshur. Some- 
thing worn on tho breast as an ornament ; 
an ornamental covering worn by women on 
the breast. 

Stomachic, stum-akik (Greek, slom- 
achikoSf pertaining to the stomach). A 
medicine or cordial tending to correct or 
invigorate the stomach. 

Stomata, stom-ahtah (Greek). In 
botany, passages through tho epidermis of 
plants, regarded as spiracles or breathing 
pores. 

Stomatic, stom-attik (Greek, stoma, 
the mouth). A modicino or application 
calculated to cure diseases of tho mouth. 

Storthing, stort-ing. The parliament 
of Norway, elected once in throe years. 

Stoup, stoop (Saxon, stoppa, a pot or 
flagon). A word commonly applied in 
Scotland to vessels fur liquids ; in Roman 
Catholic churches, tho basin containing tho 
holy water placed in a niche at the entrance. 

Stow, sto (Saxon, a place). To lay in 
order and close ; to store up ; to pack or 
put away; to put in a suitable place or 
position. 

Strabismus, stra-bismus (Latin, straha, 
a squint-eyed person). Squinting ; a 
distortion of one or both of the oyes, 
whereby tho pupil is tunied from, instead 
of being directed towards objects. 

Straddle, strad-dl (Saxon, stredaii, to 
scatter or spread). To stand or walk wide, 
or with the legs far apart. 

Strait, strato (Latin, strictum). In 
geography, a narrow pass of tho ococn, 
uirough which tho water flows from one 
sea to another; metaphorically restrict 'cl, 
means narrow oircumstanoos, distress 'y 
difficulty. 

Strand, strand (Saxon). Soa-boach or 
shore ; veige of the sea or of any navigable 
river; also, one of the plaits or parts of 
which a rope is composed. 

Stranded, strand-ed. The situation ol 

' • ’ --- — 
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Strangulation, strangu-layshun (Lat., 
ttrangvlo). Suffocation; pressure upon tbo 
windpipe, so as to cause choking ; the act 
of strangling; figuratively, suppression; 
preventing anything from appearing or 
coming into existence. 

Strappado, strap-paydo (Italian, straj)- 
pare, to pull). A military punishment 
formerly practised ; it consisted in draw- 
ing an offender to the top of a beam and 
lotting him fall, by which means a limb was 
occasionally dislocated. 

Strata, stray-tah (Latin, plural of stya- 
lum, a bed^. Beds or layers of different 
kinds of earth ; the thicker layers of 
mineral matter forming the ci-ust of the 
globe. 

Stratagem, stratta-jem (Greek, sirafoSy 
an army ; ago, to lead). An artifice or trick 
by which a person is deceived ; a scheme by 
which some advantage is sought to bo 
obtained. 

Strategy, stratty-jy (Greek, stratosy an 
army ; ago] to lead). The science of 
military command ; the different moans of 
conducting all the operations of war. 

Strenuous, stronnu-us (Latin, stremins). 
Energetic; bold; active; zealous; eagerly 
pressing, or urgent. 

Stress, stress (Saxon, strece, violence). 
Force ; violence ; importance ; weight. To 
lay a stress ujmi, to rest or rely on ; to lay 
an emphasis on any particular word or 
sentence. 

Striate, stri-aie. 1 Channelled ; 

Striated, stri-aytod. j formed into 
channels. In botany, streaked, marked, or 
scored with superficial or very slender linos. 

Stricken, strik-en (from strike). 
Struck ; smitten ; advanced ; worn ; far 
gone. 

Stricture, strik-turo (Latin, sir ictus, to 
bind). A binding closely ; hard pre.ssure ; 
figuratively, a pressing hard upon with 
critical remarks ; rigorous observation ; 
censure. 

Stridulous, striddu-lus (Latin, strul- 
ulus). Making a small harsh sound or 
creaking noise ; creaking ; cracking. 

Strigose, stri-gose (Latin, strigosvs, 
lank, lean). Covered or set with stiff 
bristles. 

Stringent, strin-jent (Latin, stringo, to 
bind). Binding; contracting; rigorous; 
admitting no relaxation ; harsh ; severo. 

Strip! in g, strip-ling. A youth ; a lad ; 
a trnimf? tree. 
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Strong-hold. A fortress, fort, or 
fortified place ; figuratively, any circum- 
stance which strengthens a position or 
supports a claim. 

Strop, strop. An implemontfor Bhai*pen- 
ing knives, razors, &c. ; usually consist- 
ing of a block of wood ivith a surface of 
leather, or other material . 

Strophe, stro-fe, or strof-o (Greek, 
BtrephOy to turn). In Greek poetry, a 
stanza, the first member of a poem ; so 
called because the siiigorb turned in one 
direction whilo they recited that portion of 
tho poem. 

Structure, struk-ture (Latir, striio, to 
build). In its general significance, a 
building of some size and importance ; act 
or manner of building ; form ; construc- 
tion ; internal constitution or organisation. 

Strumous, stru-mus (Latin, struma, 
scrofula). Affected with scrofula ; having 
swellings in the glands. 

Strychnia, strik-neah. ) In chomis- 

Strychliyne, strik-nine. [ try, an al- 
kaline substance obtained from the fruit of 
tho strychnos nnx vomica and strychnos 
ittgafni! It is a white substance, crystallised 
ill very snvall four-sided jirisms, and ox- 
cossivoly bitter ; it acts upon tho stomach 
with violent energy, inducing lock-jaw, and 
destroying life. 

Stubble, stub-bl (Dutch, stoppel). Tho 
lower portion of the stalks of corn remain- 
ing in the ground after tho com has boon 
reaped. 

Stucco, stuk-ko (Spanish, estuco). A 
substance used for tho surface of walks, in 
tho construction of oniaraents for buildings 
and other purposes. It is composed of 
white marble, pulverised with plaster of 
lime, and mixed with water, forming a 
ductile paste. 

Stud, stud (Saxon, sW). In building, a 
small piece of timber or joint inserted in 
tho sills and beams botvreen the posts, to 
support tho beams or other main timbers ; 
an ornamental button for the shirt ; a cob 
lection of horses for breeding, racing, or 
hunting purposes. 

Studding-sail. A sail of a ship which 
is set beyond the skirt of the printupal 
sails ; only sot during light winds. 

Studio, stewdy-o (Italian). The paint- 
ing-room of an artist ; the work-shop of a 
sculptor. 

Stufa, stu-fah (Italian). A jot of f team 
issiung from a fissure in tho earth. 
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StultiQr* iiulty-fi (Latiu, iiuHiu^ foolish ; 
facio^ to make). To make foolish ; to prove 
to be foolish ; to commit acts of manifest 
tolly ; in law, to alleg:e or prove to be in- 
sane for avoiding some act. 

Stump-orator. A popi^lar term for a 
person who harangues from a tiinip or other 
elevation ; one wh^o addresseA miscellaneous 
assemblages out of doors ; a mob-orator. 

Stunt, stunt (Saxon, slintan). To hinder 
from growth ; to retard the development of 
animals or vegetables. 

Stupendous, stii-peudus (Latin, stupeOf 
to bo astonished). CJausing astonishment 
by its magnitude ; astonishing; wonderful; 
amazing. 

Stupor, stu-por ( Latin). A deprivation 
or cessation of the senses ; heaviness ; dul- 
ness; numbness; torpitude. 

Sturdy, stur-dy (French, ettourdi). 
Hardy ; resolute ; robust ; full of energy 
and vigour; stout; obstinate; unyield- 
ing. 

Sty^an, stijjy-an. Pertaining to the 
river the fabled river of the infernal 
regions; hence, infernal; black; dark; 
gloomy. 

Style, stile. This word is derived from 
the Latin, the name given to an 

instrument pointed at one end and broad at 
the other, which the Romans employed in 
writing upon their waxen tablets; whence 
the word has been used for the manner of 
writing in general, and in a still more 
extended sense applied to the manner of 
speaking, actmg, personal conduct, charac- 
teristic, &c. In botany, a certain part in 
the oentre of a Hower, so named from its 
supposed resemblance to the ftylw. 

Styptic, stip-tik (Greek, stypho, to re- 
strain). Astiiiigent ; producing contrac- 
tion; having the quality of restraining 
bleeding. 

Suasion, sway-zhun. The act of per- 
suading ; the influence brought to bear upon 
anything. 

Bui;vity, swawy-ty (Latin, suavitas). 
Swe^ess of disposition; amiability of 
manner; mildness; softness; gentleness. 

Sub. A Latin preposition used in 
Eaglish composition to signify immediately, 
or ciouly, underneath. In its general sig- 
nifioatidn, both alone and conjoined, it de- 
notes with regard to nfore, and figu- 
ratively it implies after, witn regard to Hmt 
— i.fa If aiftft denotes tmewhat. 


Subacid, sub-assid (Latin, svJb, almost ; 
addtu, sour). Sour in a slight degree ; a 
substance moderately acid. 

Subacrid, sub-akkrid. Moderately 
pungent ; sharp in a slight degree. 

Subah, su-bah. In India, a province ; 
a viceroy ship. Stilahdar, the native 
governor of a province; a native officer 
in the army. 

Subaltern, sub-altum (Latin, aw5,- 
under ; alter, another). A military term, 
denoting every officer in the service under 
the rank of captain ; inferior; subordinate. 

Subaqueous, sub-akwy-us (Latin, sub, 
under; aqua, water). Being under the 
surface of the water ; formed under water ; 
deposited under water. 

Subastr al, sub-astral ( Latin, sub, under ; 
astra, a star). Being under the stars ; 
beneath the heavens ; terrestrial. 

Subaudition, subbaw-dishun (Latin, 
sub; audio, to hear). The act of compre 
bending something not expressed. 

Sub-contractor, sub-kon-trfiktu 
One wlio takes a contract under the origina. 
contractor, or under a previous contract. 

Sub-division, subdy-vizzhun. The 
part of a larger part ; the act of subdivid* 
ing. 

Subdue, sub-du (Latin, aubdo, to put 
under). To conquer ; to vanquish ; to 
check the spirit of resistance ; to over- 
come ; to tame ; to bring in subjection. 

Suberic, su-borrik (Latin, suber, cork). 
Pertaining to cork. 

Subito, su'byto (Italian, suddenly). 
In music, a term of direction, as voUi mbiio, 
** turn (the leaf) quickly.” 

Subjacent, sub-jayseut (Latin, sub, 
under ; jaceo, to lie). Lying under or be- 
neath ; bcinff in a lower situation, *^hough 
not directly beneath. 

Subject, sub-jekt (Latin, sub, under; 
Jacio, to put). Placed, situate, living, or 
serving under ; liable to or responsible for ; 
that on which any action, influence, or 
thought is exorcised; tnbutary; sub- 
ordinate ; inferior ; exposed ; one who 
lives under tho dominion of another. 
Subject matter, that which bears the same 
relation to the subject as the whole does to 
any particular part ; in lomc, the subject of 
a proposition is that of which anything is 
affirmed by the predicate). 

Subjective, sub-jektiv. Kelatinj to 
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•plthet applied to tfiOBe internal states of 
t nought or feeling of which the mind is the 
subject ; opposed to objective. 

Subjoin, Bub-joyn. To add at the end : 
to add after something else has been said 
or written. 

Subjugate, sub-joogato (Latin, suh; 
juffum, a yoke). To bring under the yoke ; 
to render subject; to subdue. The term 
is derived from acustom amongtho Romans, 
who, after a victory, frequently compelled 
their conquered enemies to pass under an 
erection of spears in the sha]^ of a yoke or 
gallows. 

Subjunctive, sub-junktiv (Latin, mb; 
jungOf to join). To join at the end. S\ih- 
yunctive wood is a mood or manner of con- 
jugating verbs, and is thus called because 
usually subjoined to some other verb, or to 
Bomo conjunction ; thereby expressing con- 
dition, contingency, or hypothesis. 

Sublation, sub-layshun (Latin, sub- 
latio). The act of taking or bearing away. 

Sub-Ueutenant, sub-lef-tennant, or 
sub-lu-tennant. In the English army, an 
officer of the royal artillery and the fusi- 
leors, in which there are no ensigns, and 
who is tho same as second lieutenant. 

Sublimate, subblv-mato (T^tin, sub- 
limiSj high). To raise by chemical fire ; to 
refine, os solid substances, by heat ; to 
exalt ; to elevate ; to heighten. 

Sublime, sub-lime (Latin, stcblimL^, 
high). High in place or stylo ; lofty ; 
grand ; that which exalts the mind or ele- 
vates the soul. 

Sublineation, sub-leeny-a>shun (Lat., 
ntbf under ; tinea , a lino). At ark of a lino 
or lines under a word or sentence ; under- 
lining. 

Sublunar, sub-lewnar 1 (Latin, nub, 

Sublunary, sublu-nary ) under ; tuna, 
the moon). Literally, beneath the moon, 
but applied to worlds or things terrestrial ; 
earthly ; pertaining to this world. 

Sub-marine, submah-rocn (Latin, sub, 
under ; mure, the sea). Lying, being, act- 
ing, or growing under the water in the sea. 

Submersion, sub-morshun (Latin, euh, 
under ; mergo, to nlunge). ‘To put under 
water; causing aA overflow: tho act of 
plunging under water, or drowning. 

Subordinate, sub-ordy-nate (Latin, 
euh, under ; ordino, to range). Inferior in 
order, rahk^ nature, dignity, or power; 

(rrajr1n.tion. 


I Subornation, subbawi'-nayshun (Lat., 

I tuhonio, to cause to swear falsely). The act 
I of procuring privately, by secret fraud, or 
by silent, indirect means ; the act of prociir- 
I ing false evidence. In law, the crime of 
I procuring a person to take such a false oath 
! as constitutes perjury. 

! Subpoena, ) sub-peenah (Latin, »ub, 

! Subpena, ( under ; poena, a penalty). 
In law, a writ by which a person is com- 
manded to appear in court. The name is 
taken from the words in tho writ which 
charge the party summoned to appear at 
the day and place assigned, pcufui 
emtum lihrarum, under the penalty of one 
hundred pounds. 

Subrogation, subbro-gSyshun (Latin, 
enbrogo). in civil law, the substituting one 
person for another, and giving him the 
rights of that other. 

Sub rosa, sub-roze-ah (Lat. ). Literally, 
under the rose; privately; secretly; in 
confidence. This term is said to be derived 
from the custom, once general among the 
ancients, of suspending a rose overthe beads 
of tho ^lests at feasts and banquets, to 
signify that whatever transpired was of a 
confiaential nature. The rose was dedi' 
cated to Harpocrates, the god of silence. 

Subscribe, sub-skribe (Latin, mb, 
under ; sct'ibo, to write). To give consent 
by underwriting tho name ; to attest bf 
writing one’s name ; henco, to promise tc 
give a certain sum by setting one’s name 
to paper ; also, to assert ; to eecond the 
opinion of another. 

Subsequent, subsy-kwent (Latin, svh, 
after; to follow). Following; com- 

ing after; happening after; succeeding; 
future. 

Subservient, sub-servy-ent (Latin, sttJ, 
under; m'vio, to serve). Serving under 
Bornothxng else ; subordinate or subject to ; 
acting as an agent or instrument ; servii^ 
to promote some end ; useful to further a 
purpose. 

Subside, sub-side (Latin, svUb, down- 
wards ; eido, to settle). To settle ; to sink 
downwards ; to settle into a state of rest or 
peace ; to appeaao ; to abate ; to intermit , 
to retire. 

Subsidy, subsid-dy (Latin, mb, under; 
sedeSfje. seat). Literally, that which is uuder 
the seat, and serves as its support ; hence, 
aid in money to purchase support or asfdst* 
ance. In international policy, a sum of 
money paid by one nation to another to 
purcliase the service of additional troopi^ 
or other aid in war. against an enemy. 
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Sub Bileutio, subsy-lenshy-o (Latin), 
fn fiilence ; Becretly. 

Subsist, mib-sist (Latin, ml, under? 
mfo, to stand). To have existence ; to live; 
to be maintained ; to continue, or retain the 
present condition, state, nature, or pro- 
perties. 

Subsistence, sub-sistens. Being; com- 
petency, or sufficiency to support life; 
means of support; livelihood. 

Subsoil, sub-soyl (Latin, suh, under; 
and soil's. The soil beneath; the bed of 
earth wnich lies between the surface* soil 
and base of rocks on which it rests ; sub- 
stratum. 

Substance, subs-tans (Latin, «w 6 , under; 
siOf to stand). Literally, anything which 
stands under or subsists. Being; exist- 
ence ; something which exists of itself, in- 
dependently of any created being, or any 

{ ^articular mode or accident; anything 
learing certain qualities of matter, bulk, 
firmness, solidity, power, or means to 
support or maintain , essential part ; means 
of living ; wealth. 

Substantial, sub-stanshul (Latin, #u 5 , 
under ; to stand). Real ; solid ; cor- 
poreal ; strong ; material ; possessed of 
goods or valuables. 

Substantiate, sub-stanshy-ate. To 
establish by proof; to cause to exist; to 
confirm. 

Substantive, substan-tiv (Latin, sul- 
siOfio exist). Solid; material; essential; 
betokening existence ; real. In grammar, 
a noun — the mrt of speech which expresses 
something that exists either materially or 
immaterially. 

Substitute, substy-tute (Latin, sub, 
for; statuOf to put). A person put and 
acting by delegated authonty in place of 
another; that which is used or employed 
for something else. 

Substraction, sub-strakshun (Latin, 
suhtraJio, to take away). In law, the with- 
drawing or withholding some right, as the 
withholding a legacy from the legatee. 

Substratum, 8ub-stra3dium (Latin, suh- 
stratus, spread under). That which is laid 
or strewed under something; something 
laid or placed under as a support, or to 
hold together cr maintain certain accidents 
or qualities ; a layer of earth under an- 
other. 

Subtend, sub-tond (Latin, under ; 


Subterfuge, subter-fuje (Latin, svJbter, 
under ; to fiee). Literally, a mode of 

evasion, in which one has recourse to some 
shelter; the refuge of one's fears ; a shift; 
an artifice ; a trick ; a pretence or pretext 
to escape or evade a difficulty. 

Subterraneous, subtur-rany-us (Lat., 
sub, under ; terra, the earth). Being or 
lying under the surface of the e^h ; under- 
ground. 

Subtle, sub-tl (Latin, suUilis, exceed- 
ingly thin). Literally, thin, slender, fine- 
drawn, or refined ; hence, metaphorically 
refined ; polished to excess ; cunning ; art- 
ful; deceitful; crafty; acute in judgment; 
discriminating with the nicest accuracy. 

Subtraction, sub-trakshun (Latin, s\ib, 
from ; trako, to draw). The act or opera- 
tion of taking a part from the rest; in 
arithmetic, the taking of one number from 
another of the same kind or denomination. 

Suburb, sub-urb ) (Latin, sub, with- 

Suburbs, sub-urbzj out; urhs, a city), 
A locality or district which is under, but 
without the walls of a city ; a place im- 
mediately adjoining a city ; the confines of 
a city. 

Subvert, sub-vert (Latin, sub, under ; 
verto, to turn). Literally, to turn that 
under which should bo upward ; hence, to 
overthrow; to overturn; to destroy; to 
pervert ; to corrupt. 

Succade, suk-kade (French, sucre, 
sugar). A sweetmeat or preserve in sugar. 

Succedan©um,suksy-dane-yum (Lat.) 
That which is made to serve for something 
else ; a substitute. 

Succession, suk-shesshun (Latin, sub, 
after; ceefc, togo). Regular order; series; 
lineage ; nghtful inheritance. 

Succinct, Buk-sinkt (Latin, s’mgo, to 
gird). In its primary sense, tuclced or 
girded up ; hence, compressed into a nar^ 
row compass; leaving nothing loose oi 
negligent ; compact ; concise ; compendious, 

Succour, suk-ur (Latin, sub; cun'o, tc 
run). Literally, to run or hasten to help oi 
assist ; hence, assistance given immodiatel} 
and upon the spur of the occasion ; aid ii 
distress ; relief in the hour of need. 

Succulent, sukku-lent (Latin, sucevf 
lefitus). Juicy; full of juice or moisture 
sappy. 

Succumb, suk-kum (Latin, swb, under 
ewmbo, to lie). To yield or faint imder ; i 
iinrAnifltinci'lv ! to sink uuder idte 
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Buction, suk-shun (Saxon, small). The 
act of sucking or drawing. 

Budation, su-dayshun (Latin, svdot to 
sweat). The act of sweating; perspira- 
tion. 

Sudorific, sudo-riffik (Latin, «wdor, 
sweat ; facio, to make). Tending to pro- 
duce sweat; a medicine that opens the 
pores and promotes perspiration. 

Sue, su (French, swirre, to follow). To 
mstitute legal proceedings against; to 
geek to recover by law ; to petition ; to 
beg ; to entreat. 

Sufferance, suffer-ans (Latin, suh, 
under ; fei'o, to boar). Endurance ; pa- 
tience ; the bearing of pain ; permission, by 
not forbidding; negative consent; passive 
allowance. 

SufB.ee, suf-fise (Latin, sul ; facio, to 
make). To make or suit to the purpose ; 
to bo enough or sufficient ; to satisfy ; to 
supply. 

SufBx, suf-fiks (Latin, suMao, to fix 
under or after). A letter or syUaDlo added 
to the end of a word. 

Suf&’agan, suffrah-gan( Latin, suffragor, 
to vote). A term applied to a bishop, con- 
sidered as subject to his metropohtan, or 
archbishop. 

Suffrage, suf-rajo. A vote or voice 
given on a controverted point ; a vote in 
the choice of a person to an office or trust ; 
in a special sense, the united voice of the 
congregation in public prayer. Suffragaiio, 
the giving one’s vote at an election, is a 
figurative expression, from the camel which 
bends his knees to make the ascent more 
easy to his rider ; as suffrage is the joint of 
the hinder leg of a beast, and is formed of 
svhf under, andyro^o, the obsolete verb to 
break. 

Sufitision, suf-fGwzhun (Lat., suffundo, 
to pour out upon). An overflowing of some 
humour, showing itself in the skin, par- 
ticularly of the blood or the bile. The red- 
ness which ordinarily arises from shame or 
outraged modesty, and which is termed 
blushing, is only a suffusion of blood ap- 
pearing in the cheeks; the jaundice is a 
suffusion of bile over the whole body. 

Sugar-baking. The process of refin- 
ing the raw sugar after it is received from 
the sugar plantation in the colonies. 

Suggestion, sog-jest-yun (Latin, sug- 
gero, to bear under or near). Private 
mnt ; intimation j the presentation of an 
ebje^ to the sund; something brought 


forward in an indirect or casual manner ; 
an opinion, or piece of advice, offoied with 
diffidence; something mentioned or pro- 
posed. 

Suicidal, su-e-sydal (Latin, sui^ of one’s 
self ; cssdOf to kill). Pei^inin^ to suicide ; 
applied metaphorically to a policy, or modo 
of action, which destroys its purpose, or 
defeats ite intention. 

Suicide, su-o-sidc (Latin, m, of one’s 
self ; cmdOf to kill). The crime of destroy- 
ing one’s self ; self-murder ; one who takes 
his own life ; a solf -murderer. 

Sui generis, su-e jenny-ris (Latin). 
Of its own or peculiar kind ; characteristic / 
singular. 

Suite, sute (French, suitef from suivre, to 
follow). Succession ; series ; a set of the 
same kind ; a number of things made to 
correspond or match ; an action or process 
at law ; a petition ; courtship. 

Suite, swoot (French). Retinue ; traiv 
of attendants ; a conuccted succession, as 
a suite of apartments. 

Suitor, su-tur. One who prefers a 
petition ; one who courts another; a man 
who solicits a woman in marriage. In law, 
one who sues or prosecutes a demand of 
right ; a party interested in a suit. 

Sully, sul-ly (French, soullier). Lite- 
rally, to smear with soil or dirt ; hence, to 
dim the brightness; to stain the purity, a® 
applied to fame, character, or reputation. 

Sulphate, sul-fato. In chemistry, a 
compound of sulphuric acid and a base. 

Sulphite, sul-fite. In chemistry, a 
combination of sulphurous acid with a 
salifiable base. 

Sultry, sult-ry (Saxon, sioole, heat). 
Hot and closo ; oppressively warm ; a state 
of heat with cloudiness ; hot without any 
current of air. 

Summary, summur-ry. An abridg- 
ment which contains the substance of the 
whole in a small compass ; short ; brief ; 
ooncise; compendious. 

Bummum bonum, sum-mum bo-num 
(LatinL The chief good ; the greatest 
benefit or advantage ; that enjoyment 
which a person most desires as the greatest 
felicity. 

Sluupter, sump-tur (Italian, somara), 
A pack-norse ; an animal which bears th« 
baggage, or carries clothes or furniture. 

Sumptuary, sumptu-ary (Latin, Mcmp* 
tm, evpense). ^ertoming to esqpenaei 
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the cost of KTing. Sumptmty 
loMfm such as formerly etisted for re- 
mlatiug the expense of citizens in apparel, 
food, furniture, and other personal matters, 
and imposing: a penalty in the event of 
lertain prescribed limits of disbursement 
being exceeded. 

Sumptuous- sumptu-us (Latin, mmp^ 
*U4S» expense), expensive; costly; splen- 
did ; attended with great outlay and mag- 
nificence of display. 

Sunder, sun-der (Saxon, s^ndrian). To 
part ; to separate ; to divide ; to disunite ; 
to part in two. 

Suo iure, su-o ju-re (Latin). In one’s 
own rignt. 

Suo marte, su-o mar-te (Latin). By 
one’s own strength ; by dint of personal 
exertion. 

Super, fiu<pur. A Latin preposition, 
signifying cr&ove, ovei*, exceeding, beyond, 
upon, &c. Used in composition to denote 
on the top, more than enough, more than 
another. In chemistry, this word, when 
prefixed to the name of a salt, denotes an 
excess of acid. 

Superable, sewpur-a-bl (Latin, tupero, 
to excel or conquer). That may be over- 
come ; surmountable ; only slightly or 
temporarily obstructive. 

Superabundance, su-perrah-bundans 
(lAtin, super, and abound). More than 
enough ; excessive abundance. 

Superannuation,8©wpur-annu-ay8buD 
(Latin, super, over; annus, a year). Im- 
paired or diMualified by age or lei^h of 
time; unfitted by old age for office or 
employment. 

Supercargo, sewpurkaigo (Lat., super, 
and cargo)^ An officer who manages the 
trading in a merchant ship ; a person ap- 
pointea to conduct the sales and super- 
intend all the commercial concerns of a 
voyage. 

Supercilious, sowpur-sil-yus (Latin, 
super, above ; citiuni, the eyebrow). 
Litemly, having an elovatod eyebrow; 
hence, naughty; contemptuous; disdain- 
ful; overbearing. 

Superaminont, sewpur-emmv-nent 
^Latin, super, and eminent). Greatly ex* 
celling; eminent in a high degree. 

8upererogation,8ewpttr-em>-gS^him 
(Latin, euner, over ; ee-ogath, a spending or 

laying outV The porformanoe of more than 
r 
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Sauerficial, sowpur fishal (French, 
superficUl). External ; upon the sitrfaoe ; 
outward show ; possessing no depth ; not 
penetrating the surface of a thing. 

Superficies, sewpur-fishez (Latin, super, 
upon ; fades, face). The surface, consist- 
ing of length or breadth, but without re- 
gard to depth or thickness. 

Superfine, sewpur-fine. Very fine ; 
most fine ; excelling others in fineness. 

Superfiuity, sewpur-fla-itty (Latin, 
super, over; fiuo, to flow). More than 
enough ; plenty l^yond use or necessitjjr ; 
something rendered unnecessary by its 
abundance ; redundancy ; excess. 

Superhuman, sewpur-human. Be- 
yond what is human ; above what is human ; 
divine. 

Superincumbent, sowpur-in-kum* 
bent (Latin, super, in ; cunibo, to lie). 
Lying or resting upon something else. 

Superinduce, sewpur-indewse (Latin, 
super, over ; induco, to bring in). To 
bring in as an addition ; to bring in as not 
originally belonging to that on which it is 
brought. 

Superlative, su-purlah-tiv (Lat. , super, 
over; latus, borne or carried). Lofty; 
rising to a great height; of the highest 
degree; surpassing ordinary excellence; 
very eminent. 

Supernal, su-pumal (Latin, supemus). 
Placed above ; being in a higher sphere; 
pertaining to things in a higher region ; 
celestial ; heavenly. 

Supernatural, sowpur-nattu-ral (Lat.j 
super, above ; natura, nature). Beyond oi 
above tbe powers of Nature ; exotiemngth< 
laws of Nature ; miraculous. 

Supernumerary, sewpur-newmur 
ary. ^ Exceeding the number fixed o; 
required; above the regular number; i 
person or thing beyond the expected o 
usual cumber. 

Sux>erpo8ition, sewpur-po-zishu 
(Latin, sujier, above ; positus, placed), j 
placing aWe ; a lying or being situate 
above or upon something else. 

Superscription, sowpur-skripshu 
(Latin, sup^, upon ; serSto, to write). Tl 
act of writing, or anything written upc 
tbe surface or outsiae; an impression < 
letters on i oins, medals, Ac. 

Supersede, sewpur-seed (Latin, supei 
sedeo, to Mt). To mako void or set aild 
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^'ace of; to oromile; to succeed; to 

Bupersedeas, sewpar-seedy-as (Latin). 
In law, a writ supersediug the power of an 
o6Scer in certain eases, or to stay proceed- 

Superstition, sewpur-stisshun (Latin, 
iuj^, above; sto, to stand). Relidous 
belief or doctrines not sanctioned by Holy 
Writ; false religion; religion without 
morality or practice of social virtue ; false 
worship ; unfounded belief in extraordinary 
events ; ignorant reliance upon omens and 
prognostics. 

Superstructure, sewpur-strukture 
(Latin, super, upon; sttiio, to build). A 
structure built upon something else ; an 
erection distinct from its foundation. 

Supervene, sowpur-veen (Latin, super, 
upon ; venio, to come). To come in as a 
foreigTi addition ; to come upon as some- 
thing extraneous or additional ; to come 
upon ; to happen. 

Sux^ervise, sewpur-vize (Latin, super^ 
over ; video, to see). To oversee for direc- 
tion ; to superintend ; to inspect ; to over- 
look. ^ 

Supine, su-pino (Latin, supinvs). Lying 
on the back with the face upwards ; hence, 
figuratively, leaning backward ; hanging 
b^k ; negligent ; careless ; indifferent ; 
needless; mdolent. 

Supplant, sup-plant (Latin, sub, under ; 
planta, the sole of the foot). Literally, to 
trip up ; hence, to displace or remove by 
stratagem ; to displace and take the place 
of ; to undermine ; to supersede. 

Supple, Bup-pl (French, souple). 
Pliant ; flexible ; easy to be bent ; bend- 
ing without breaking; figuratively, yield- 
ing to the wish or humour of others; 
fawning; flattering. 

Supplement, sup-le-ment (Latin, suh, 
over ; pleo, to fill). That which supplies 
the i>lace of what is lost or deficient ; an 
addition to anything, by which it is made 
more complete ; a provision against con- 
tingencies; an appendage to remedy defects 
or supply omissions. 

Suppliant, sup-le-ant (LaMn, tupplieo, 
to enti^t}. Making earnest and sabmuwive 
requests ; manifesting entreaty ; begging 
humbly; beseeching. 

Supporters. In heraldry, figures or 
ornaments on either side of the escutcheon, 
which appear to bear it up or support H. 


Supposititious, snp-pozzy-tisshus 
(Latin, Notgenuine; artfully 

or fraudulently substitutea in the room or 
character of something genuine or authen- 
tic; counterfeit; Illegitimate. 

Suppress, suppress (Latin, under; 

premo, to press). To press down ; to keep 
under; to prevent from rising; to hinder 
from circulation ; to restrain ; to conceal ; 
to overthrow. 

Suppuration, suppu-rayshun (Latin, 
suh, under; pus, matter). In pathology, 
the morbid action by which ptM is generated 
in inflammatory tumours ; the matter pro- 
duced by suppuration. 

Supra, su-prah. A Latin preposition, 
signifying above, ovet', or beyond, used in 
composition. 

Supreme, su-preem (Latin, mpremus^ 
the highest). Highest in authority ; above 
or over all ; most eminent ; loftiest in 
station ; most exalted in power or rank. 

Supremacy, su-premmah-sy (Latin, 
mpremus, the highest). State of being 
supremo ; in English polity, the sovereignty 
of the monarch over the Church ds well as 
State of England, of which he or she is the 
established head. 

Sur, Bur. A prefix from the French, 
contracted from Latin, super, or supra, and 
signifying over, above, beyond, upon. 

Sural, Bu-ral (Latin, surcC). Being in 
the calf of the leg ; pertaining to the calf 
of the leg. 

Burbase, sur-base. In arohiteoture, 
the border or mouldings immediately above 
the boso of a room. 

Surcease, sur-seese (Latin, sur ; cessel, 
to cease). To be at an end ; to cease to 
have being; to stop; to leave off; to 
refrain. 

Surcharge sur-tsbaq (Latin, 6ver ; 
and charge). To overloaid; to charge in 
excess ; to overburden ; more than can be 
well borne. 

Surcingle, sur-sing-gl (Latin, sur; 
efn^tum, a belt). A belt, girdle, or girth, 
which passes over a saddle or anything laid 
on the horse's back, to bind it fast. 

Burooat, sur-kote. A coat worn over 
the other olothes ; aj^ garment worn over 
defensive armour. Toe term, however, is 
more generally applied to toe long and 
flowing drapery of knights, anterior to Hiw 
introduction of plate armour, and whi^ 
was frequently emblasoned with the fhinily 
arms. 
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Surd» surd (Latm^ tnrdm, deaf). X7n- 
hoard ; ixyt expressed by any term ; not 
perceived by the oar ; in algebra and arith- 
metic, a quantitv whose root cannot be ex- 
actly expresseq in numbers; otherwise 
called an irrational quantity. 

Surf, surf (French, surfiotier, to float or 
swim upon). The swell of the eea which 
breaks upon the shore. 

Surface, sur-fase and face). The 
outside ; the outermost or uppermost part; 
the exterior portion of anvthing which 
possesses length and breadth ; metaphori- 
cally, the first show or appearance; that 
which meets the eye ; that which appears 
to bo. 

Surfeit, surf-it (French, aur, over; faire, 
to do). To overload ; to overcharge ; to 
feed or to be fed, so as to extend the sto- 
mach ; excess ; feeling of satiety ; disgust. 

Surge, surj (Latin, smjv/o, to rise). A 
large wave ; a billow ; a swelling sea ; to 
rise high ; to swell, as rolling waves. 

Surmise, sur-mize (French, «?tr, forth ; 
Latin, viiitOf to send or put). To suspect ; 
CO coujecturo ; to imagine, without certain 
knowledge; to frame something in the 
mind independent of the reality ; con- 
jecture ; supposition ; notion. 

Surmount, sur-mownt (French, aur- 
ttwnier). To rise above ; to overcome ; to 
surpass ; to be superior to ; to go beyond. 

Surname, sum-amo (sur, and name). 
An additional name ; a family appellation; 
a name added to the Christian or baptismal 
name. 

Surplic^ surp-lis (Latin, aum', above ; 
pallia, a skin). A clerical robe, usually 
made of white linen, so called because it 
was designed to wear over the garb of a 
bachelor, which garb was lined with aheq)- 
shin. 

Surplus, surp lus {aur, and pita). Ex- 
cess beyond what is wanted ; that which 
•omalns after use and necessity ore satis- 
fied. 

Surplusage, surplus-aje. Surplus; in 
monetary affairs, a disbursement in excess 
of the accountant’s charges ; in law, irre- 
levant matter introduced into the plead- 
ings or proceedings, and which, being un- 
necessary, may be rejected. 

Surrender, sur-rSndur (from the Fr., 
iarendre, to give up one’s seif). To yield to 
the power of another ; to deliver up to a 
- A — Konlr a. trust or 


Surreptitious, surrep-tisshus (LaBii, 
aurripio, to steal or take away pnvily). 
Primarily, applied to a letter or licence 
fraudulently obtained of a superior, by 
concealing some truth, which, had it been 
known, would have prevented the grput ; 
hence, taken under cover or concealment ; 
obtained by fraud ; gained by stealth ; 
performed secretly. 


Surrogate, surroh-gate (Latin, surrogo, 
to put in the place of another). One who 
officiates for another; the deputy of an 
ecclesiastical judge ; one who grants licences 
for marriages and probates for wills. 

Burtout, sur-toot, or sur-too (French) 
aurtoui, over all). An upper coat ; a frock 
coat. 


Surveillance, sur-vale-yanso (French), 
Inspection ; supervision ; watch ; looking 
after ; watching over. Surveillance is es- 
pecially applied to the supervision exercised 
by the police with rogardt to the movements 
and actions of suspected persons. 


Survive, sur-viyo (French, aur, beyond ; 
viwe, to 1 ive). To live longer than another ; 
to outlive anticipated dissolution ; to live, 
notwithstanding threatened death or de- 
struction ; to remain alive. 

Susceptible, sus-septy-bl (Latin, 
suacipio, to take from unaer). That pro- 
perty of the mind or body which consists 
in being ready to take an affection or 
receive an impression from external objects; 
capable of receiving; impressible; readily 
influenced; ready to undertake; predis- 
posed to admit ; sensitive ; possessed of 
extreme sensibility. 

Suspend, sus-pend (Latin, suapando, to 
make to hang by anything). To cause to 
stop for a time ; to hinder from proceeding ; 
to debar for a time from any office or pri- 
vilege ; to make to depend upon ; to delay ; 
to hinder. 

Suspire, sus-pire (Latin, suspiro, to 
breathe out). To sigh ; to fetch a long, 
deep breath. 

Sustenance, susty-nans (Lat., auaiineo, 
to bold up). Maintenance ; support ; thai 
which sust^ns the body bysupplj^ngitwitl: 
nourishment; anything which support) 
life. 


Sutler, sut-ler (Dutch, aoatler). On* 
who sells liquors and provisions in a camp 
garrison, or barrack ; one who follows a: 
armywi^ the view of supplying the sol 
'* 
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Suttee, sut-tee. In India, a widow who 
la burnt on the funeral pile of her hus- 
band ; also, the name of a goddess of the 
Hindoos. 

Suture, sut-yur (Latin, swo, to sow). 
In surgery, the uniting of tho edges of 
woundsby sewiug ; in anatomy, a particular 
disposition of tho bones, wherein they lock 
into each other like tho toeth of opposing 
saws, as in the skull. 

Swaddle, swod-dl (Saxon, sicethan). 
To bind ; to secure with a band or strap ; 
to bind tightly as with a bandage ; to bind 
lightly with clothes. 

Swain, swano (Saxon, aioanfj). A 
country labourer ; ono employed in hus- 
bandry or rustic labours ; a pastoral 
youth. 

Swamp, swomp (Saxon, swam). Soft wet 
ground ; a fen ; a place resembling a marsh 
or bog, excepting that it supports vegeta- 
tion of a larger species. 

Sward, swaurd (Saxon, s^oeard). Green 
turf ; the ^assy surface of land ; that part 
of the soil which is filled with the roots of 
grass, forming a kind of mat. 

Swart, swaurt (Saxon, sweari). Black ; 
dark brown; tawny. 

Swarthy, swor-thy (Saxon, sweari). Of 
a dark hue ; tawny ; black. 

Swath, swoth (Saxon, swathe j a track, 
a border or fringe). A line of grass or corn 
cut down by a mower. 

Swathe, swathe (Saxon. sweOian). To 
wrap or confine with banaages; to bind 
with rollers. 

Sway, sway (German, sehweben, to move). 
To move in the hand ; io wield or manage 
by the hand with ease ; hence, to govern ; 
to rule ; to direct ; to influence. 

Sweepstakes, sweep-stakes {sweeps and 
stake). The whole money or other things 
won at a horse race ; so called because the 
winner thus sweeps or collects the whole 
amount which has been staked or laid down 
by himself and others. 

Sweetbread, sweet-bred. The pan- 
creas of any animal, particularly of the 
calf ; a gland of the body situated below 
the stomach. 

Swelter, swel-tur (perhaps corrupted 
from svitry). To fume \\ ith heat ; to faint 
with heat ; to sink under heat. 

Swerve, swurr (Butch, sweruen). To 
go from the right ^th ; to diverge from , 
a stmio'ht lino : tn deviate • tn inrline * tn I 


bend ; hence, in a moral sense, to forsake 
tho path of duty; to depart from moral 
rectitude. 

Swivel, swiv-ul. A species of ring or 
link of a chain, which is capable of being 
turned round, when jointed to the next by 
means of a pin or axis. 

Swoon^ swoon (Saxon, a^vmnarC), To 
faint ; to sink into a fainting fit. 

Swoop, swoop (from tho verb io sweejy). 
To fall down hastily, like a hawk on its 
prey ; to level with the earth, as com, by 
a sweep of the scythe ; to seize ; to catch 
up. 

Sybarite, sibbah-rite, or sibah-rite. A 
person devoted to luxury and effeminate 
ease ; so called from Sybaris, a Greek city 
in Southern Italy, the aristocracy of which 
place were notorious for their luxuriant 
manner of living, and effeminate habits. 

Sycee, si-se. Tho silver currency of 
China, having the form of small h^lf 
globes. 

Sycophant, sikko-fimt (Greek, sykos, 
a fig ; phaneo^ to show). Among the ancient 
Greeks, this ttom was applied to an in- 
former against those who stolo figs, or ex- 
pwted them contrary to law ; hence, a 
talo-bearer or informant ; one who seeks to 
gain favour by retailing the flattering things 
said of another; a parasite ; an obsequious 
follower. 

Syllable, lillah-bl (Greek, syllahe, an 
assemblage). A part of a word, consisting 
of one or more letters pronounced in one 
utterance ; as much of a word as is uttered 
by one articulation. 

Syllabus, sillah-bus (Greek, syllahos). 
An abstract or compendium, containing tho 
heads of a discourse ; a programme ; tho 
principal arguments in a course of lectures ; 
a table of contents. 

Syllepsis, sil-lepsis (Greex). In gram- 
mar, a figure by which we oonoeive the 
sense of words, otherwise than the words 
import, and construe them according to the 
intention of the author ; also, where twe 
nominative cases singular of different 
persons are joined to a verb. 

Syllo^sm, sillo-jizm (Greek, to* 
gether; Togos^ a proposition). In lo^c, an 
argument consisting of three propositions, 
the conclusion of Tmich necessarily follows 
from the two premises. Syllogisms are no- 
thing more than our reasoning reduced to 
form and method, as in the following ex* 

a.mn1a 
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Every creature possossed of 
reason and lioerty is ac- 
countable lor bis actions. 

Man is a creature possessed 
of reason and liberty. 

Therefore man is accountable 
for his actions. 




) Conch 
) »ion. 


Sylph, silf (Greek, tilphe, a moth, a I 
beetle) . A n imaginary being inhabiting the 
air ; a species of fairy nymph. 

Sylvan. See Silvan. 

Symbol, sim-bul (Greek, syn, together; 
hallo, to cast). A sign or emblem of some* 
thing else; thus, a circle is a symbol of 
etemiiv, because it has neither beginning 
nor end; a sign; a representation ; a type; 
also, a creed or summary of religious belief. 

Symmetry, simmet-ry (Greek, syn, 
with; meiron, a measure). Just propor- 
tion ; adaptation of parts to each other ; 
harmony; agreomont. 

Sympathy, simpath-e (Greek, tyn, 
with ; patlios, feeling). Fmlow-feeling ; 
mutual sensibility ; the quality of feeling 
along with another; agreement of affec- 
tions ; accordance of ideas. 

Symphony, simfuh*ny (Greek, syn, 
with ; phone, a sound^. In music, a term 
which primarily signifies a consonance or 
harmony of sounds agreeable to the ear, 
either vooal or instrumental, or both ; also, 
an overture, prelude, or other composition 
for instruments. 

Symposiiun, sim-pozy-um {Crk.,sym- 
poeion, a feast). A banquet ; a feast ; a 
merry-making; an assemblage of guests 
intent on the pleasures of the table. 

Symptom, simp-tum (Greek, syn, 
with ; pipto, to happen). That which hap- 

E ens or falls with something else; and 
once a sign or indication of it. 


a token ; betraying a ; prooeoding 
firom a prior disease. 

SynaBreslS, se-nerry-sis (Greek, synai- 
rssisp Contraction; the contraction of 
two syUables into one, by rapidly pronouuo- 
ing in one syllable two or more vowels : 
whioh properly belong to separate syl- 
lables; as oe in /srasf. 

Synag^ogue, sinnah-gog (Greek, s^, 
togmer ; aijp)ge, a training). An assembly 
or place of assembly; especially a con- 


Synarohy, sinnar-ky (Gk., synarcMa'^, 
Joint rule or sovereignty. 

Synchronal, sin-kronal ) (Gk ., 

Synchronici^ sin-kronnik-al ) syn ^ 
chronos, time). Happening at the same 
time ; simultaneous ; that whioh occurrcii 
at the same period with something else, or 
pertains to the same period. 

Syncope, sinkoh-py (Greek, stm, with ; 
kopto, to cut off). LiteraUjr, a cutting away, 
a shortening ; hence, appued to the act of 
fainting, or cutting off of the sense ; also, 
to the omission of a letter or syllable. 

Syncretism, sinkry-tizm (Greek, syn- 
crests). A term applied to a mixture of 
philosophy and religion; or in philosophy, 
the blending of the tenets of different 
schools into a system. 

Syndic, sin-dik (Greek, syn, with ; 
dike, justice). A chief magistrate of a cor- 
poration ; one whose duties associate him 
with justice ; a person deputed to act foi 
others. 

Synecdoebe^ sinnek-doky (Greek, 
with ; ekdechomat, to take). In rhetoric, a 
fi^ire by whioh a part is taken for the 
whole, or the whole for a part. 

S^nod, sin-od (Greek, synodos, a con- 
vention). An assembly of persons of one 
faith for a common purpose ; in Church his- 
tory, a convention or council of ecclesiastics 
to consult on religious matters; in the 
Presbyterian Church, a body or court next 
above the presbytery ; in astronomy, a con- 
junction of two or more planets. 

Synodic, sin-oddik. 1 Done by a 

Synodical, sin-oddik-al . } synod ; per- 
taining to a synod. In astronomy, noting 
the period in which two heavenly bodies 
pass from one conjunction to another, as 
a synodical month. 

Synonym, \ siuno-ueem (Greek, syn; 

Bynonyme, ) 7tomos,aname). A word 
havmg the same mea^iing as another 
word. 

SynonymonB, sin-onny-mus (Greek, 
syn, with; nonws, a name). Having the 
same meaning; conveying the same idea. 

OsrnoiiBis, sin-opais (Greek, syn, to- 
getm: opsis, view). A view of the whole, 
or of all the parts at once ; a compendious 
view ; a oonxraotion or oompresaon into 
one view. 

Syntax, sm-iaks (Greek, i^,toget]i«r; 
tasso, to put). That p>art of grammar 
which teaohes the oonstruotion of lentonofs 
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SyntliesiBy slntby-sis (Gre«k, to- 
geiher ; tithemi, to put). The act of put- 
ting together ; imposed to analysis. 

Byriao, sirry-ak. Relating to Syria,; 
the language of Syiia, 

Syringe, sir-inj (Greek, tyrynx), A 
pipe or tube through which liq^uid is forced ; 
to inject or cleanse with a syringe. 

Bystem, sis-tem (Greek, together; 
uUnnif to set). A combination of parts 
into a whole ; a connected series of pints ; 
regular method or order. 

T 

Tabard, tab-ard (Italian, taharro). A 
hgbt vestment or sleeveless coat, ordinarily 
worn over the armour in the Middle Ages ; 
now worn only by heralds. 

Tabby, tab-by (French, taUs). A kind 
of woven silk, of Indian or Persian origin ; 
llso, brindled, as a tahhycsX ; diversified in 
colour. 

Tabernacle, tabber-nakkul (Latin, 
\aAernaeulumf a tent). A tent ; a tempo- 
rary habitation; a place of worship. In 
Christian art, a reliquary ; a rep6sitory, in 
which the sacrament might be reserved ; a 
niche for an image. 

Tabes, tay-bez (Latin, tabeOj to waste). 
A disease characterised by a consuming or 
wasting away of the body. 

Tabid, tab-id (Latin, taleo, to waste). 
Wasted by disease ; consumptive. 

Tabifilo, tab-ifiik (Latin, taheo, to waste). 
Producing a consumption. 

Tablature, tabblah-ture (Latin, tdhfUaf 
a board or table). Painting on walls or ceil- 
ings in a tabular form, or in tabular de- 
pi^ments. 

Table, tay-bl (Latin, tabula). Any fiat 
or level surmce ; an article of furniture 
supported by legs, used for meals and other 
purposes; a surface on which anything is 
written ; an index or repertory, placed at 
the banning or the end of a book ; a 
collection of figures, or system of num- 
bers. 

Table-land, taybl-land. An elevated 
plain risiiig abruptly from the general level 
of the country, and being, as it wore, the 
broad and horisontal, or gently undulating, 
top of a mountain. 

Tableail, tah-blo (Trench). A paint- 
ing ; a {uctnre ; a strik^ and vivid repre- 
4entotion« Tableaux vivanis, an exhibition 
of persons appropriately draped and 
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or historic allusion, or some event in |i 
drama or story. 

Table d’hote, tahbul-dote (French, 
table of the host). A species of ordinary, 
or dinner, at which the landlord of tlid 
hotel, tavern, or inn presides, and which is 
open to all the guests of the house and to 
ordinary comers. 

Tablet, tab-let (Latin, tabula). Any 
smooth surface for writing or en^ving 
upon ; a small level surface ; a medicine or 
sweetmeat in a square form. 

Taboo, tali-boo. A term in common 
use throughout the islands of the Pacific 
Ocean, and which si^ifies a kind of 
religious prohibition or interdiction, during 
which all intercourse with certain persons, 
places, or things is forbidden ; colloquially 
applied to prohibition or interdiction in its 
general sense. 

Tabor, ) tabe-ur Qold French, labour’), 

Tabour^ j A small ^m, usually beaten 
with one stick, and used as an accompani- 
ment to a fife or pipe. 

Tabular, tilbbu-lar (Latin, tahUa, a 
table). Arranged in the form of a table ; 
formed in squares or plates ; having a flat 
or square surface. 

Tabulate, tsbbu-late (Latin, tahtla, a 
table). To reduce to tables ; to impmt a 
fiat surface to. 

Tachy^aphy, taykig-raffy (Greek, 
tachySf quick ; yrapho, to write). The art 
of quick writing; short-hand writing; 
stenography. 

Tacit, tas-it (Latin, tadtufy silent). Im- 
plied, though not expressed by words ; 
admitted, by not denying ; allowed, by not 
appealing or declaring against. 

Taciturn, tas^-tum (Latin, tacitue, 
silent). Withholding conversation; not 
free to converse; uncommunicative; re< 
served ; habitually silent. 

Tack, tak. To fasten on slightly; to 
join temporarily. In nautical language, 
the course of a ship in regard to the posi- 
tion of her sails; henco, to tack is to chiange 
the course of a ship, by shifting the tacks 
and position of the sails from one side to 
the other. 

Tackle, tak-kl (Dutch, tcJxl). The 
rigging of a ship ; weapons ; instiruments 
of action; appurtenances for angling. 

Tact, takt (Greek, Uato, to arrange). 
The art of arranging or putting into orm j 
skill or adroitness in adapting to cironm- 
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iRiployed in dealing or treating with others ; 
nice discernment ; peculiar skill. 

Tactics^ tak-tiks (Greek, tassoy to ar- 
range). Military knowledge of the order, 
di^osition, and formation of troops ro- 

a uired in warlike operations, according to 
iie exigency of circumstances ; in a general 
sense, plan of operation; mode of ac- 
complis^ent ; line of action. 

Tactile, tak<tile (Latin, tactilug, from 
tango, to touch). Susceptible of touch; 
capable of being touched or felt; tangible. 

Tadpole^ tad-polo (Saxon, fade, a toad ; 
Latin, pallm, young). A youn^ shapeless 
frog or toad, apparently consisting of only 
a large head and slender tail. 

Tael, tale. A Chinese weight for gold 
and silver; also, a money of account, equal 
to about 78. English. 

Taffeta, taffot-ah (Spanish, taffeiar). A 
thin, glossy, silken fabric. 

Taffrail, taf-rale (Dutch, tafel, a table). 
The upper portion of a ship’s stern, usually 
ornamented with carved work. 

Tag, tag (Swedish, tagg, a point or 
prickle). A metallic point at the end of a 
string or lace ; hence, a pointed sense or 
verso added to a play, discourse, &c., by 
way of conclusion. 

Tail-piece. An ornamental design, 
generally of a fanciful character, placed at 
the conclusion of a book, or as a hnish to a 
section of a book. 

Taint, taynt (Saxon, tingo, to dyo, or 
stain). A stain ; a blemish ; corruption ; 
infection ; decay ; figuratively, a stain or 
blemish upon the oharacter; anything 
which sullies purity. 

Talc, talk. A class of fossil bodies, 
composed of broad, fiat, and smooth plates 
laid evenly and regularly on one another, of 
a character at once flexible and elastic, 
bright and transparent. 

Talent, tal-ent (Latin, talentum, aweight 
of money\ An ancient weight and coin ; 
figuratively, denoting a gift, possession, or 
power, from the use our Saviour has made 
of it in several parables. 

Tales, tay-lez (Latin, talis, such, like). 
In law, an ^ditional number of persons 
to those empanelled on a jury, and not 
appealing, or that are challenged on either 
Bide* 

Talifixnan, talliz*man. An Oriental 
word, used to denote a figure cut or carved 
undw oertam supesistitious observances of 
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supposed to communicate magical influence 
to it, to prevent the attacks of certain dis- 
eases, &c. ; figuratively, that which exer- 
cises a remarkable influence, or produook 
extraordinary effects. 

Talismanic, talliz-mannik. Magical ; 
possessing a charm; preserving against 
evil ; protecting against danger. 

Tally, tal-ly. A stick notched, or cut 
in conformity with another stick ; anything 
to fit, suit, correspond, or a^eo with 
another. Tho word is derived from the 
Latin, talea, a cutting, or small branch cut 
off a tree. 

Talmud, tal-mud. Tho book contain- 
ing tho Jewish traditions ; also, the name 
of the Hebrew laws, traditions, &c. The 
term is Hebrew, from the Chaldaic, lamad, 
to teach. 

Talon, tal-on (French, talon) . The claw 
of a bird of prey ; in architecture, a kind 
of moulding, crowned with a square fillet. 

Tambour, tam-boor (Spanish ). A small 
drum ; a kind of wooden frame, upon which 
embroidery is wrought ; also, the embroid- 
ery itself. 

Tambourine, tambur-een (French, 
tamhourin). A kind of drum; also, the 
name of a lively dance performed formerly 
on the French stage. 

Tamper, tamp-ur. To meddle; to 
deal ; to practice secretly. To tamjp&r vfith 
is to endeavour to corrupt or pervert. 

Tamping, tamp-ing. In mining opera- 
tions, the process of filling the hole bored 
in a rock with gunpowder, for the purpose 
of blasting it ; also, the matter placed in 
above the powder, in blasting rocks, &c. 

Tampion, tamp-yun (French, tampon). 
A piece of wood for the mouth of a 
cannon. 

Tandem, tan-dem. A Latin word, 
signifying ** at length,” applied to tho 
position of horses, when they are placed 
singly one before the other, instead of side 
by side. 

Tangen^ tan-jent (Latin, tangeni, 
touching). In geometry, a right line wch 
touches a curve without cutting it. In 
trigonometry, the straight line which 
touches a circular arc at one of its extre- 
mities, and is terminated by the production 
of the radius passing through the other 
extremity ; it atways bears a certain relation 
to the arc. i^ifyi^i^q^^ofatanisrefifisappHed 
figuratively to the act of departing from 
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lae: upon some otlier theme, irrelevant to 
and unconnected with the main subject. 

Tangible, tanjy-bl (Latin, iango^ to 
touch). Perceptible by or to the touch; 
lliat may be touched, realised, or pos- 
sessed. 

Tank, tank (French, tUing^ from the 
Latin, stagn um, a pool). A large cistern or 
roceptaclo for water. 

Tannin, tan-nin. \ The as- 

Tannic Acid, tan-nik as-sid. J tringent 
substance of bark ; in the process of tan- 
lung, it combines with the skin of animals, 
forming an insoluble compound, which does 
not putrefy. 

Tantalize, tantal-ize. To torment by 
the show of pleasure which cannot bo 
reached ; to tease with false hopes j to 
distress with a prospect of good wmch can 
never bo realised. The term is derived 
from a fable, devised by the ancient poets, 
of Tantafi{s, a king of Phrygia, who was 
condemned to stand up to his chin in water, 
with a tree of fair fruit over his head, and 
whenever ho attempted to slake his thirst 
or appease his hunger, the water and the 
fruit-tree fled from him. 

Tantamount, tantah-mownt (Latin, 
tantusj so much). Equivalent ; amounting 
to ; as much as something else compared to 
it ; equal in value or signification. 

Tantivy, tan-tivvy. A hunting ciy, 
said to bo derived from its correspondence 
to the sound of the horn, taiita ve. 2'oride 
iardivy is to ride with reckless haste. 

Taper, tape-ur. Rising to a slender 
point; decreasing gradually in rise or 
ascent; regularly narrowed towards the 
top. 

Tapestry, tap-pes-tre (French, fapw, a 
carpet). Cloth, or other material, woven 
with figures, and designed to adorn walls, 
windows, &c. 

Tapioca, tappy-ukah,' The popular 
name for the stairch 3 delded by the cassava 
root, after its poisonous principle has been 
destroyed by roasting. 

Tapis, tah-pe (French). The term of 
on ikt tayUf and which signifies under con- 
sideration, or about to be discussed, means 
literally on. f/eo talkf from the tapesii^ which 
formerly covered tables when matters were 
laid on them. 

Tap-root* The chief root of a tree, 
running downwards. 

Tapster, taps-tur. One whose butinees 
it u to draw beer or other liquors from 
taps, at public* houses. 
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Tardy, tor-dy (Latin, tardus, slow). 
Sluggish ; behind time ; dilatory ; late ; 
delaying; reluctant; exhibiting a slow paci 
or motion. 

Tare, tare (Italian, tavare, to abate). 
An allowance made from the gross weight 
of goods cn account of tho packages or 
coverings in which they are contained ; a 
weed that grows among corn ; a plan! 
much cultivated for its stem and leaver 
which are used as fodder; aho callei 
vetch. 

Tarentula, tar-ontu-lah. ) A species ot 

Tarantula, tar-antu-lah. j spider, of a 
lar^e sizo, and whose bite is said to bo 
poisonous. 

Target, tar-get (Saxon, targ), A 
buckler formerly worn on the left arm for 
defence ; a mark at which projectiles are 
aimed. 

Targpim, tar-gum. A paraphrase or 
translation of tho Holy Scriptures in the 
Chaldaic language or dialect. Targum is a 
Chaldaio word, signifying interpretation. 

Tariff, tar-i£ (Italian, iarifa, a book of 
rates or prices). A table of duties or cus- 
toms on goods imported or exported; a 
list of charges. 

Tarnish, tam-ish (French, temir). To 
soil ; to sully ; to dim brightness ; to de- 
stroy lustre or purity ; to detract from fair 
fame. 

Tarpaulin, tar-^awlin. A piece of 
canvas, well coated with tar, used to cover 
goods and protect them from rain, damp, 
aud other atmospheric influences. 

Tart, tart (Saxon, tear(\ Acid; pos- 
sessing sourness ; sharp to the taste ; figu- 
ratively, harsh or severe, as a iaj'i reply. 

Tartan, tar-tan. A kind of cloth ohe* 
querod with stripes of various colours ; a 
costumo which serves to distinguish tho 
various Scottish clans. 

Tartar, tart-ar (from tart, acid). An 
acid, concrete salt, formed from the dried 
lees of wine ; the earthy substance which 
in some cases deposits upon tho human 
teeth from the saliva. 

Tartar, tart-ar. A native of Tartary, 
in Asia ; a person of irritable temper. 

Tartarean, tar-tSry-an. ) Pertaining 

Tartareous, tar-tfiay-us. j to Tarta- 
rus, or the infernal regions ; he llish ; 
fernol. 

Tartuffe, tar-toot A common Frdttcih 
nickname for pretenders to devotion ; an- 
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TattoOf t»i-ioo. In military affairs, 
the beat of the drum, by which eoldiers 
are warned to quarters. This word is sup- 
posed to be derived from the French, tap- 
totu^Um, ** l>oat <or tap) all/* 

Tattooing, tattoo-inj^. An operation 
practised by toe South Sea Islanders, and 
some other people, of marking their bodies 
and faces with figures and curious devices, 
and which is done bv puncturing tiie skin, 
and afterwards rubbing a black colour into 
the wounds. 

Taunt, tawnt (French, tancer, to chide 
or rebuke). To reproach ; to revile ; to 
ridicule; to insinuate in a provoking 
manner ; to scoff at ; to upbraid. 

Taurus, tawr-us (Latin). The bull. 
In astronomy, one of the signs of the 
Eodiac. 

Taut, tawt (from A nautical 

term, si^ifying stretched, not slock. 

Tautolo^, taw-tollo-jy (Gr., tautos, 
the same thing; lego, to speak). Fre- 
quent repetition of the same word or 
phrase, or of the same meaning in different 
words ; sameness of expression, which adds 
nothing either to the sense or sound. 

TautophonsTi taw-toffo-ny (Greek, 
tautos, the same ; phone, the sound). lie- 
petition of the same sound. 

Tawdry, tawd*ry. Showy withoi;^ 
ele|(anoe or value ; tastelesf^ fine or gaudy ; 
ridioulously tricked out. I^is word is ssdd 
to be derived from Si, Aivdrg, a corruption 
of St. Ethelred; the lace, ribbons, and 
other articles of female dress sold at SL 
Atodnfs fair, in the Isle of Ely, being pro- 
verbiu for their gaudy appearance. 

Tawny, taw-nv (from tanned). Of a 
vellowish^rown colour, such as presented 
by things tanned, or persons sun-humt. 

Taxidermy, tax-iddor-my (Greek, 
taxis, order; derma, skin). The art of 
preparing and preserving specimens of 
animals by stuffing. 

Taxonomy, taks-onuo-my (Greek, 
UjLxit, order ; nemos, a law), deification ; 
the arran^ment of the vegetable ana 
animal kingdoms, agreeably to definite 
principles, in divisions and groups. 

Team, teem (Saxon, team). The num- 
ber of horses, or other animals, yedted to 
tiie same carnage or implement. 

Technical, teknik*al (Greek, teekne, 
art), Pertainmg to the arts ; behaging to 
a profession ; rmting exolusif eiy or pro- 


Technological, tekno-lojjy-kal (Ch„ 
tedine, an art ; logos, a discourse). Expla- 
natory of the arts; teaching the signi- 
fications of the terms of art. 

Tectonic, tek-tonnik (Greek, teucho, to 
build), l^ortaiiiing to building. 

Ted, ted (Welsh, ted, spread). To lay 
grass, newly mown, into rows. 

Tedder. See Tether. 

Te Deum, to de-um (Latin). A kind 
of hymn or song of thanksmving used in 
churches, beginning with the words, Te 
Deum laudamus, “ We praise thoo, 0 
God.” 

Tedium, teedy-um (Latin, tcedinm'). 
Tiresomenoss ; irksomeness ; woarisomo- 
nesB. 

Teem, teem (Saxon, lyman, to bring 
forth). To bring forth young ; to bo pro- 
lific ; to bo full or chatged with. 

Teens, teonz. A term applied to those 
years in a person’s age beginning at thirteen, 
and ending with nineteen. 

Teething, teeth-ing. The process or 
operation by which teeth are first produced 
in the gums. 

Teetotaler, te-tote-lur. One who lias 
taken a pledge to abstain from all intoxi- 
cating liquors. 

Teetotum, te-toto-um. A toy some- 
thing like a top, made to spin by the 
fingers. 

Tegument, teggu-ment (Latin, to 
cover), A covering ; the outer part ; that 
which enfolds or enwraps ; especially the 
covering or skin of a living body. 

Telegram, telly-gram (Greek, tele, far 
off; gramma, a letter). A mes^e or 
communication dispatched from a distance, 
especially applied to such as sent by the 
electric telegraph. 

Telegraph, telly-graf (Greek, tele, far 
off ; grapli^, to writer A term si^ifying 
writing to or from a distant point, and 
applied to the various inventions by whiok 
news are communicated between distant 
spots. The electrk telegraph is an apf^ratus 
for convening communications by means of 
the electric current, which is carried from 
station to station along insulated con- 
ductors. The currents are excited either 
by hydro-electric batteries or by magnetic 
induction and rotary machines; the tele- 
graphic signals are either the defiections of 
maraetised needles or the intennittent 
excitation of magnetism in electro-magneU^ 



TEL 


Telescope, telly-skope (Greek, far 
off ; ikopeo, to view). An optical instru- 
ment for discovering and viewing distant 
objects, as the heavenly bodies. 

Telesm, tel-esm TAiabic). Another 
term for ialiman; a\ind of amulet or 
chaim magical. 

Telestich, te-lostik (Greek, (eloa, an 
end ; stiohoa, a verse). A poem, in which 
the final letters of the linos make a name. 

Telic, tel-ik (Greek, telos. an end). 
Implying or betokening the end or finish. 

Tellur^ tel-lewral ) (Latin, ielltu. 

Telluric, tcl-lewrik ) the earth). Be- 
longing to the earth. 

Temerity, to-merry-ty (Lat., iemeritas). 
Recklessness; unreasonable contempt for 
danger ; rashness ; fool-hordiuess ; want of 
caution or consideration. 

Temper, temp-ur (Latin, tempero, to 
mix). Proper union of contrary or dif- 
ferent qualities ; disposition of mind ; 
frame; mood; humour. 

Temperament, temp-urrah-ment 
(Latin, temperOf to mix). A mixture or 
tempering of elements ; constitution ; state, 
with respect to the predominance of any 
quality ; habitual frame of mind ; a 
medium. 

Temperature, temp-un'ah-ture (Lat., 
tempei Of to mix). Constitution of nature ; 
the comparativo degree of active heat ac- 
cumulate in a body, as measured by an 
instrument, or by its effects on other 
bodies; chiefly applied to the degree of 
heat winch is difi^used through tho atmo- 
sphere. 

Tempering, tempur-ing (Latin, tern- 
pero, to mixl. A term applied to the 
operation of heating iron to a certain ex- 
tent, indicated by the colour presented on 
the surface of the metal ; also, to the har- 
dening of steel, by suddenly plunging it, 
while red hot, mto cold water ; figuratively, 
mitigating or assuaging, as lempei'ing }\i«XicQ 
with mercy. 

Tempest, temp-est (Latin, UnvpetAm% 
time, season). literally, a time of stormy 
weather ; gusts of wind, attended by rain, 
hail, snow, &o.; a storm of extreme vio- 
lence; a tumult; commotion; uproar; dis- 
turbance. 

Templar, temp-lur. A student in the 
TempU, in London, which was ori^nally 
tile residence of the KnighU Tm^rt in 
England. These knights derived their name 
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originally dwelt, for the purpose of pro* 
tecting the pilgrims. 

Temple, temp-ul (Latin, iemplitm), 
Originafly, a building erected in honour of 
some deity, in which the people met to pay 
religious worsliip to the same ; in a general 
sense, a place set apart or appropriatod to 
purposes of religion. 

Tempo, tem-po (Italian, ime). In 
music, a term denoting the degree of quick- 
ness with which a musical composition is to 
be exeoutod. 

Temporal, tempur-al (Lat., temporaUs, 
from tempus, time). Relating to time; 
not eternal ; not iqiiritual ; secular ; 
worldly. 

Temporary, tempur-ary (Latin, <e»i- 
porat'itis, from tempus, time). Lasting only 
for a time ; not established ; not perma- 
nent; unsettled; of limited duration. 

Temporize, tCmpur-ize (French, im- 
poriser, from Latin, tenipus, time). To act 
according to tho time; to accomraodato 
conformably with tho oxigencios of tho 
time : to comply with the time or occasion; 
to delay ; to dally with ; to procrastinate. 

Tenable, tennah-bl (Latin, teneo, to 
hold). That which may bo maintained oi 
held; calculated for defence; in a condi- 
tion to repel assailants ; able to resist oppo- 
sition. 

Tenacious, te-nfiyshus (Latin, teneo, to 
hold). Holding fast ; keeping closely ; 
grasping hard ; adhesivo ; immovable ; ob- 
stinate. 

Tenant, ton-ant (Latin, teneo, to bold). 
One who holds or rents property of another ; 
one who occupies houses or lands of 
another under certain conditions ; a person 
who has possession of any place. 

Tenantry, tenuan-tre (Latin, ieneo, to 
hold). The collected number of tenants t 
tho body of tenants on an estate. 

Tend, tend (contraction of atUncC). Ta 
wait upon ; to guard ; to watch over ; tc 
aim at; to move in a certain direction ; tc 
incline. 

Tendency, teiiden-sy (Latin, UtiUo, to 
stretch). Direction or course towards any 
place or object ; drift or aim towards any 
inference or result ; inclination ; scope ; 
aim ; disposition. 

Tender, tond-ur. An offer or presen- 
tation of anything for acceptance; aa 
estimate proposed for acceptance ; a smaU 
vessel that attends upon a larger vessel, tc 
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accompanies a locomotive engine, for the 
conveyance of water or fuel. In law, an 
offer, cither in money to pay a debt, or of 
service to be performed, in order to avert a 
penalty which would bo incurred by non- 
payment or non-performance. 

Tendinous, tendin-us (Latin^ Undines, 
from tendo, to stretch). Containing ten- 
dons ; sinewy ; partaking of the nature of 
tendons. 

Tendon, tend-un (^Latin, tmdo, to 
stretch). A sinew; a ligature by which 
the joints of the body are moved; the 
white and glisteningoxtremityof a muscle. 

Tendril, tend-ril. The slender stem of 
a plant, by which it climbs or supports 
itself. Eitner from Latin, teneo, to hold, to 
clasp ; or from Uner, tender. 

Tenebrious, ten-eebry-us ) (Lat., tene- 

Tenebrous, tenny-brus ) brae, dark- 
ness). Dark ; obscure ; gloomy. 

Tenement, tenny-ment (Latin, teneo, 
to hold). Any habitable place ; any build- 
ing occupied as a rosidonoo. In law, any 
species of jiroporty which may bo held by 
a tenant. 

Tenet, ten-ot (Latin, tenet, ho holds). 
That which one holds or believes as an 
opinion, dogma, or doctrine ; an article of 
religious faith ; a position. 

Tennis, ten-nis. A kind of sport or 
game, in wliioh a ball is kept in motion be- 
tween opposite parties, who strike it with 
rackets. 

Tenor, ton-ur (Latin, t&neo, to hold). A 
holding on in a continued course ; general 
current or drift of meaning; purport; 
substance. In music, that compass of the 
voice which is between the highest and the 
lowest ; neither raised to a treble nor 
lowered to a bass, but ranging from C, the 
second space in the bass, to G, the second 
lino in the treble. 

I'ense, tense (corrupted from French, 
letnps', from Latin, tmpus, time). In 
grammar, time ; a particular form of a verb, 
or a combination of words, used to express 
the time of action, or of that whi^ is | 
affirmed. | 

Tension, ton-shun (Latin, tendo, to 
stretch). The act of stretching, or state of 
being stretched; the strain upon the 
muscles; fJie extent to which the mind is 
brought to bear upon any particular sub- I 
jeot, or employed at any one time. | 

ma-n-f iATit rfrom Latin. UnHs, another | 


habitation, usually constructed of canvass, 
and extended by means of poles and cords ; 
a pavilion. 

Tentative, tentah-tiv (Latin, tmto, t« 
try). Trying ; essaying ; experimental ; 
that may or can attempt. 

Tenter-hook, tentur-hook (Latin, 
tendo, to streten). A hook on anything is 
stretched ; io be on Vie tenten'-'hiOK is figu- 
ratively applied to a state of anxious ex- 
pecting ; to be in suspense or difiiculty. 

Tenuity, ten- u-itty (Latin, thin). 
Thinness; slenderness; slightness; want 
of substance. 

Tenure, ten-yur (Latin, teneo, to hold). 
A holding ; the manner in which tenements 
are held of a superior. 

Tepid, top-id (Latin, Upidiis), Mode- 
rately warm ; lukewarm ; warm in a slight 
degree ; figuratively, not zealous ; wanting 
in ardour. 

Teraphim, terrah-fim (Hebrew). 
Household deities or images ; originally, 
such as were worshipped by the ancient 
Jews, and in one form or the other used as 
domestic oracles. 

TeratoloWj terrah-tollo-jy (Greek, 
tevator, prodigies ; logos, a discourse). 
Bombast ; affectation of sublimity. 

Tergiversation, turjy-ver-sayshun 
(Latin, tergum, back ; veHo, to turn). The 
act of quibbling or shuffling in an argu- 
ment ; evasion ; subterfuge ; change ; 
fickleness. 

Term, turm (Latin, tei'niinus, the ex- 
treme of a thing). A limit or bound ; a 
limited time ; a season of the year during 
which the courts of judicature are open ; a 
word or expression in language ; a peculiar 
meaning in some science or art. In agree- 
ments, the tei'ms are the conditions, pro- 
positions stated or promises made, and 
when assented to, or accepted by another, 
settle the contract and bind the parties. 

Termagant, termah-gant. Primarily, 
a Saracen or Pagan god ; also, a tanting 
and vociferous personage in the ancient 
farces and puppet-shows ; hence, a tnrW 
lent and brawHng woman. The root is 
probably from the Latin, ter, thrice; 
magnns, great. 

Terminal, terminnal (Latin, terminus, 
the extreme limit). Forming the extre- 
mity; growingon to theend; ending. 

Terminate, tormin-ate (Latin, 
minus)^ To bound; to set limits to; to 
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Terminus, termin-us ( Latin), A boun- 
dorv ; a mark set to denote the limit ; in 
modem architecture, the station of a rail- 
way where the line begins or ends. 

Terpsichorean, turp-sikko-reean. 
Eelatiug to Terpsichore, the muse who is 
fabled to preside over dancing. 

Terrace, ter-ras (Xatin, earth). 
A raised bank of earth ; the flat roof of a 
house ; a balcony or open gallery j any 
raised or elevated walk or parade. 


Terra Cotta, terrah-kottah (Italian, 
baked<-olay). A composition of clay ana 
sand used in making statues, mouldings, 
&c., and afterwards burnt in the same 
manner as bricks. 


Terra Firma, terrah-firmah (Latin). 
Firm or solid earth j land as opposed to 
water. 


Terraqueous, ter-akwy-us (Lat. , 
earth; aqua, water). Consisting: of 
and water, as the globe wo inhabit. 

Terrene, ter-reen (Latin, terra, the 
earth). Pertaining to the earth ; the 
surface of tho earth. 


tei'ra. 

land 


Terrestrial, ter-rSstry-al (Latin, te^ra, 
the earth). Pertaining to the earth; 
earthy ; opposed to heavenly or celestial ; 
belonging to the present state’. 


Terrier, torry-ur (Latin, ie7ra, the 
earth). The name of a dog that pursues 
Its game under ground, as in burrows. 


Terrify, terry-fi (Latin, ierreo, to pro- 
duce fear). To alarm greatly; to frighten; 
to shock with fear. 


Tertiary, tSrshah-ry (Latin, iej'itus, the 
third). Third; of the third formation; 
applied in geology to those formations which 
have been deposited subsequently to the 
chalk formation. 

Tertium Quid, tursh-yum-kwid 
(Latin). A substance composed by mixing 
two otW things ; a third something. 

Tessellated, tesseM^ted (Latin, 
tessella, a small square). Chequered ; va- 
riegate by squares ; tessellated pavement, a 
rich pavement of mosaic work, made of 
curious small square pieces of marble, 
bricks, or tiles. 

Test, test (Latin, testa, an earthen pot). 
A word having especial roforenceto the pot 
or vessel in which metals are tried or 
assayed ; hence, in a general sense, trial ; 
examination ; standard ; criterion ; that 
by which a judgment or decision is made. 

Testaceous, tos-tayshus (Latin, tetta, 
a shell), llelating to shells; having a 
hard continuous shell. 

Testament, testa-ment (Latin, testor, 
to testify). In law, a solemn authentic 
instrument in writing, whereby a person 
declares his last will as to the disposal of 
his estate and effects after bis death. In 
theology, tho name of each of the volumes 
of tho Holy Scriptures, that is, the Old and 
the New Testament. 

Testator, tos-taytur (Latin, testor, to 
testify). One who leaves a will ; feminine, 
testati'ix. 

Tester, tos-tur (Latin, testa, a shell). 
The head or top of abed; an old silver coin. 


Territory, terry-tuny (Latin, terra, 
earth). Land; dominion; country belong- 
ing to a city, town, or pariah ; compass of 
land pertaining to a lordship or manor ; ex- 
tent of jurisdiction, rule, or government. 

Terrorist, ter-rorist (from terror). A 
term adopted from that class of French 
revolutionists who sought to maintain 
their power by inspiring terror, and 
applied to an agent or accomplice ; tho 
measures of the ruling party during a 
state of revolution, or national disorgani- 
sation. 

Terse, tors (Latin, tersus, clean). Neat ; 
compact ; applied to compositions of a 
smooth and elegant character. 

Tertian, ter-shan (Latin, Urtius, the 
third). In pathology, occurring with one 
day’s interval, so as to make three days ; 
especiidly a kind of ague which intermits 
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Testify, testy-fi (Latin, testis, evidence ; 
facia, to make). To bear witness to; to 
give ovidenco ; to declare ; to certify ; to 
prove ; to make a solemn declaration, 
verbal or written, with the view of establish- 
ing some fact. 

Testimonial, testy-mony-al (Latin, 
testis, evidence). Writing or certificate in 
evidence of character ; a mark of respect 
bestowed in way of gift, or in commemora- 
tion of worth. 

Testy, tos-ty (French, tile, the head). 
Fretful ; peevish ; ill-humoured ; disposed 
or apt to be angry. 

Tetanus, tetta-nus (Greek, tetanao, to 
stretch). Lock-jaw; a disoase character- 
ised by general spasmodic rigidity of the 
muscles. 

Tete-a-tete, taytah-tate (French, head 
to head). Private interview; conversation 
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Ifete mozitee, tAte^montiy (fnaoh), 
Over-ezoiied ; with the head taroM, or the 
brain bewildered. 

Tether, teth-nr (German, tudder), A 
•‘^pe by which a horse or other animal is 
tied in the field, to prevent his pasturing 
too widely; fi^ratively, anything by 
which a person is restrained; liimt m 
action or freedom. 

Tetragon, tettrah-gon (Greek, tdra, 
four; p<mia, an angle). In geometry, a 
figure having four angles as a quadrangle, 
a square, kc, 

Tetrareh, te-trahrk (Greek, telra, four; 
areke, rule). A Boman governor of the 
fourth part of a province; a subordinate 
prince; subsequently, a term applied to 
any petty king or sovereign. 

Teutonic, tu>tonnik. Belonging to the 
Teutonet, an ancient people of Germany. 
The Teutonic language is the parent of the 
Qerman-Dutoli and Anglo-Saxon. 

Text, tekst (Latin, textutf woven). 
Literally, that to which something is to be 
woven ; figuratively, that upon which any 
comment is written ; it is particularly used 
for a certain passage of .Scripture, chosen 
by a preacher to be the subject of bis 
sermon. 

Textile, tokst-il, or teks-tile (Latin, 
teztilit). A term applied to whatever is 
woven, or capable of being woven. Textile 
fabrics aocordingly signify stuffs of every 
description, without regam to the material 
of which they are composed. 

Texture, tekst^yur (Latin, texo, to 
weave). An epithet properly denoting the 
arrangementand cohesion of several slender 
bodies or threads, interwoven among each 
other, as in cloths or stuffs. It is also used 
in spring of any union or cohesion of the 
constituent particles of a concrete body ; 
oouneotion of threads; disposition of parte. 

Thaler, thah-lur. The German dollar, 
worth about 8«. 2d, sterling. 

Thalia, tba-ll-ah. One of the nine 
tnosMi who is associated with pastoral 
poetry, and to whom the invention of 
geoiaetiy and husbandry is ascribed. 

Thane, thane (Saxon, (/myn, a minister 
or iervant). Anciently, an important 
personage in the oonrt or the Saxon kings, 
and who held his lands immediately from 
the sovereign ; the title wna one equal to 
that of a b^n. 

Thaanthr^iam, the-antbro-pinn 
(Greek, Theos^ God ; amaa). A 

state ei being both God ab^ man. 


Thearohy, tbeear-ky (Qnek, Ikeoe, 
God ; arche, rule). Government by God ; 
theocracy. 

Theatre, theeah-tor (Greek, theatren), 
A place where dramatic performances are 
exhibited ; a place of action or exhibition ; 
a building for scholastic exercises; an 
anatomical room ; a place rising by stej^ or 
gradations, like the steps of a theatre. 

Theban 'STear, tbe-ban yeer. The 
Egyptian year of 865 days, 6 hours. 

Theine, the-ine. The peculiar principle 
of tea, almost identical in its composition 
and character with caffeine. 

Theism, the<izm (Greek, 7%eos, God). 
The belief or acknoivledgment of the ex* 
istenoe of a Supreme Being ; opposed to 
Aihctinif and differing from Deism, 

Theme, theem (Greek, themo!), A sub- 
ject or topic on which a person writes or 
speaks ; anything proposed as a subject of 
discourse or discussion; the posit>n or 
station whence anything proceeds; the 
origin; the original word. 

Theocracy, the-okkrah-sy (Greek, 
TheoSf God; traUOf to rule). The imme- 
diate government of God; the dominion of 
God. 

Theodolite, the-oddo-lite (Greek, theo, 
to run; doltchoSf long). An instrument 
used in surveying, for measuring angles. It 
is mostly used in determining paiticular 
stations, and in running base ^es, being 
the most perfect of all the angular instru- 
ments. 

Theogony, tbe-oggo-ny (Greek, Tkeos^ 
God ; gonos, generation). The generation 
of the gods ; that branch of the heathen 
mjrthology which taught the genealogy of 
the deities. 

Theology, tho-oilo-jy (Greek, TJieos, 
God; logoSf a discourse). The study of 
religion, or the science which instruote in 
the knowledge of God and divine things ; 
divinity. 

Theomaohy, tho-ommah-ky (Greek, 
TheoSf God ; mcche, combat). A fighting 
as^st thespds, as the battle of tbcgiwtt 
mh the gods ; opposition to Divine will 

Theopathy, the-oppah-the (Greek, 
ThtoSf God; pathos^ feeling). Sj^pathy 
with the Divine nature ; feelings resembling 
those of God. 

Theopneusty, the-opnus-ty (Greek, 
Tkeos, God ; tunuf, the mind). Divine is* 
qpiratioii ; that mysterious power exerted 
by the Divine Spirit in causing men to know 
and reveal the truth. 
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Theorem, theo-ram (Greek, to 

contemplate). A demonstratiTo proposi- 
tion ; a proportion to be proved by a chain 
of reasoning. 

Theoretic, theo-rettik ) Gk., iht- 

Theoretical, theo-rettik-al I oreo, to 
contemplate). Pertaining to theory ; 
speculative; not practicai; not tested by 
experience. 

Theory, theo-ry (Greek, ikeoj'eo, to 
contemplate). Speculation; scheme; plan; 
existing only in the mind ; science as dis- 
tinguished from art; the philosophical 
explanation of phenomena, either physical 
or moral. 

^Theosophism, tho-osso-fizm (Greek, 
TTicos, God ; aophoSf wise, applied ironi- 
cally). Pretended knowledge of God 
from direct inspiration. 

Therapeutics, thorrah-pewtiks (Gr., 
Oierapeuo, to cure, nurse, or serve). That 
branch of medical science which considers 
the application of the remedies and means 
employed, with a view of preventing and 
curing diseases. 

Theriac, theery-ak (Greek, (Aeinakosj 
pertaining to wild animals, especially ser- 
pents). A remedy aprainst poison ; acorn- 
position so called, either because made of 
viper's flesh, or because a remedy against 
serpents, and generally against poisons. 

Thermal, thurm-al (Greek, thermoi, 
warm). A warm spring; a term chiefly 
applied to warm springs, as the Geysers. 

Thermometer, thur-momray-tur(Gr., 
thermef heat ; fMirorif a measure). An in- 
strument for measuring heat, both os re- 
gards the atmosphere and the variations of 
the sensible heat of bodies. 

Thermosoope, tburmo-skope (Greek, 
f/terms, heat ; $kopw, to view). An instru- 
ment for exhibiting the effects of heat : a 
thermometer which measures minute aif| 
ferences of temperature. 

Thesaurus, the-sawrus (Latin). A 
treasuiy or store-house ; a lexicon replete 
with literary information. 

Thesis, the-sis (Greek and Latin). A 
position or proposition which a person ad- 
vances and offers to maintain, or which is 
actually malatained, by aigument; in 
music, the d^reasion of the hand in beat- 
ing time, indicating Ihe unaooent^ part 
of the measure. 

Theeplan, thespy-an. An mithet ap- 
plied to tragic acting; from Thetpu, an 
ancient Athmiaa. who is said to have intro- 
duoed the find rudiments of the tragic stoj^. 


Themw,the-urjy (Greek, God: 
ergon, work). The supposed or protendea 
power of doing supec «atural things. 

Thole, thole (Saxon, iholan). A pin in 
tho gunwale of a boat, to keep the oar iu 
place while used in rowing. 

Thong, thong (Saxon, thwong), A thin 
strip of leather ; a lash of cord. 

Thorax, tho-raks (Greek, thorw, to 
leap). The chest, or that part of the 
body between the neck ana the abdo- 
men ; so called because within it the heart 
leaps. 

Thorough, thur-ruh (Saxon, Viwrh). 
Passing through from one end or side to 
the other ; hence, complete ; comprehend- 
ing tho whole ; perfect. 

Th orough-bred, tluir-nih -bred. Bred 
from the best blood ; completely bred or 
accomplished. 

Thoroughfare, thnr-mh-farc. A fare, 
passage, or way through ; a rood or place 
much frequented. 

Thorough - paced, thur-ruh-pasde. 
Complete ; perfect ; going all lengths. 

Thraldom, thrawld-um. Bondage; 
slavery ; a state of servitude. This word 
is derived from the Saxon, thirlean, to 
ieroo, from tho practice of drilling or 
oringa bole in the ears of serfs, as a badge 
of servitude. 

Thrasonical, thrav-sonnik-al (from 
Tkraeo, a boaster in old comedy). Given 
to boasting or bragging. 

Threadbare, thred-baro. Worn to 
the mere thread; napless; figumtively, 
employed or exhibited until all novelty and 
interest are worn away ; hackneyed ; com- 
mon; trite; every-day. 

Three-quarter length. In paint- 
ing, a term applied to designate a par- 
ticular size of portraiture, measuring 30 
inches by 25. The term also designates a 
portrait delineated to the hips only. 

Threnetic, thre-nettlk (Greek, ihrenoe, 
a dirge). Bewailing ; lamenting ; express- 
ing sorrow. 

Threnody, thren-ody (Greek, threnot, 
a diige ; ode, a aong). A song of lamenta- 
tion or mourning ; a short poetical oompo- 
sitloD, to bo recited or sung on the oocasion 
of the funeral of some distinguished 
person. 

Thrifty, thrif-ty (from Frugal; 
managing with prudence; economical; 
husbanding leaouroes ; provident 
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Thrill, tliril rSaxon, iJUrlian., to pierce 
through). Literally, to pierce or penetrate, 
as with an awl ; hence, to create a Bensa> 
tion such as may be produced by the action 
of boring or piercing; to penetrate the 
ear with a sharp sound ; to feel a sharp, 
shivering sensation. 

Throb, throb (probably irom Saxon, 
Ihreapian, to urge, to press’ forward). To 
press or push ; to heave ; to palpitate ; to 
make frequent pulsations or beats. 

Throe, thro (Saxon, ihrowtaii, to suffer 
pain). Anguish; painful effort; violent 
pain ; oxtrcmo suffering. 

Throng, tlirong (Saxon, ihrang). A 
crowd ; a multitude ; a number of persons 
oolloctod at one place ; to crowd ; to press 
forward ; to come in multitudes. 

Throstle, thros-sl. The song-thrush ; 
a machine h>r spinning, which takes its 
name from the peculiar noise it makes, 
bearing some resemblance to the singing of 
a (Jirostki or thrush. 

Thrum, thrum (Icelandic, ihraum). 
The ends of weavers’ threads ; any coarse 
yam. To thmm, to play coaraoly mad un- 
musically upon an instrument with the 
fingers. 

Thug, thug. One of a numerous class 
of professed assassins and robbers among 
the Hindoos; they commit murder as a 
religious act, form themselves into a 
society, and proceed upon fixed priuciplos, 
rendering detection difficult. 

Thiile, thu-lo. A name given by the 
ancients to the most northern country with 
which they wore acquainted, as Norway or 
Iceland; hence the Latin phrase, ultima 
thule, 

Thummim, tbum-mim. A Hebrew 
word, signifying perfection. The Urimand 
Thummim were portions of the high-priest’s 
breastplate. 

Thwart, thwort (Swedish, iwart). Ly- 
ing across ; transverse ; hence, figuratively, 
to cross a puipose; to pervert; to turn 
out of the straight course. 

Thyroid, thy-rovd (Greek, ihyrtos, a 
shield; eidos, resemblanoe). Kesembling 
a shield ; in anatomy, applied to one of the 
oartilages of the throat. 

Tlarauti-a3rrah (Greek). An ornament 
of dress tor the head, worn by the ancient 
kings, nobles, and priests ; the Pope’s triple 
crown ; a diadem. 

Tibial, tibby-al. Pertaining to or 
forming a portion of the' Uhia, or large 


bone of the leg ; belonging to a flute oi 
pipe. 

Tio Douloureux, tik-dollur-oo. A 
French term, signifying generally a painful 
spasm, but referring especially to an affec- 
tion of the nerves of the face and the bead. 

Tidal, ti-dal. Pertaining to the tides ; 
periodicfu rising and falling, or flowing and 
ebbing. 

Tide waiter. An officer whoso duty 
it is to superintend the landing of goods 
liable to the payment of customs duties. 

Tidings, tide-ings (Danish, tidende, 
news). Intelligence ; news ; information 
expected. 

Tidy, ti-dy (from tide, time, season). 
Seasonable; timely; orderly; neat. 

Tie, \ ti (Saxon, tigan). A fastening ; 
j a knot ; hence, a restraint or 
obligation. Also a term used when the 
resiut of a contest is equally in favour of 
both competitors, neither being declared 
winner or loser. 

Tier, toer (Saxon, tier's, A row; a 
rank ; a row of guns in a ship ; a distinct 
elevation of boxes or seats in a theatre. 

Tierce, teerso (French, tkrs, third). In 
commerce, a li(^uid measure, equal to one- 
third of a pipe, or forty gallons; in 
heraldry, applied to the field when divided 
into three parts ; in fencing, a thrust. 

Tiers Dtat, toorz aytah (French, third 
estate), A term which, in France, signified 
the people as distinguislied from the no- 
bility and the higher clergy ; subsequently 
applied to that branch of govonimont 
corresponding to the English Commons. 

TiU, til (Saxon, tilvan). Literally, to 
raise or lift the earth by a plough or spade ; 
hence, to prepare the ground for soeiis ; to 
plough, manure, and perform other acts ot 
husbandry. 

Tiller, til-lur, A strong bar of timber 
attached to the rudder of a ship, by which 
it is moved. 

Tilt, tilt (Saxon, ieaUriau). To inclino 
or raise one end, as to tilt a cask. To run 
at tilt is probably merely with spears tilted 
or upraised ; to rush ; to lean on one side. 

Tilth, tilth (Saxon, from iilC), The 
state of neing tilled ; husbandry ; culture. 

Timber, tim-bur (Danish, tommer). 
Wood fitted for building, or suitable for 
middng carriages, tools, implements, Ao. ; 
also, applied to standing trees which ar9 
adapted for any of these p irposes. 
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Timbrel) timb-rul. An ancient musical 
jistrument, somo'W’hat resembling a tabor 
er tambourine. 

Time, time (Saxon, iima). A portion 
of duration, whether past, present, or 
future ; marked by certain periods or mea- 
sures, chiefly by the motion and revolution 
of the sun. In music, the measure of 
sounds, in regard to thoir continuance or 
duration. 

Time Server, time surv-ur. One who 
regulates his conduct or principles accord- 
ing to prevailing opinion ; one who meanly 
complies with the present time of the 
ruling power. 

Timocracy, ti-mokkrah-sy (Gr., hme, 
worth ; kraito^ to govern). That form of 
government vested in persons who aw pos- 
sessed of a certain property, and in the 
receipt of a specific income. 

Timorous, timmur-us (Latin, ilnuoy to 
fear). Much affected by fear ; easily 
frightened; apprehensive of danger or 
difficulty ; afraid to act j over scrupulous. 

Tincture, tinkt-yur (Latin, iinciurat 
from tingOf to stain). Colour, suporadded 
to something ; infusion ; quality slightly 
added. In chemistry, a solution of any 
substance in dilute alcohol, or alcohol im- 
pregnated with the active principle of an 
animal or vegetable substance. 

Tinfoil) tin-foyl (from tin, and Latin, 
folium, a loaf). Tin beaten out into thin 
leaves. 

Tinge, tinj (Latin, tingo, to stain). To 
imbuo with a colour or taste ; to impregnato 
with something foreign ; to colour ; to dye ; 
to stain. 

Tinsel, tin-sel (French, etincelle, a 
spark). A kind of stuff or silk inwrought 
with glittering spangles of silver, gold, or 
other metal; metaphorically, anything 
showy and of little value ; outside show ; 
superficial ; gaudy. 

Tint, tint (Latin, tingo, to stain). A 
dye OP colour; a slight colouring or tincture 
distinct from the ground or principal colour. 

Tintinnabulary, tintin-nabbn-lary 
(Latin, tiniinnahulum, a little bell). Having 
or producing the sound of a bell* 

Tiny, ti-ne (from the root of thin). 
Little; small; puny. 

Tip, tip (Danish, tip). 'The top or sum- 
mit ; the e^reme end ; a slight stroke. 

Tipple, tip-pL To drink strong liquor | 
habitually; to drink frequently or con- 
tiniiously. 


Tipstaff^ tip-staff. An officer of jua* 
tice, so named from bearing a staff tipped 
with metal, and whose duty it is to take 
into custody such persons as are committed 
by tho court, or by a judge. 

Tirade, te-rado. A strain of invective ; 
a burst of violent declamation. Tho word 
is from Italian tiraia ; the root is tho Latin 
irahere, to draw out ; hence, literally, some- 
thing drawn out or extended. 

Tire, tiro (Saxon, ikr'). A head-dress ; 
fiumituro ; a band of iron for a wheel. 

Tironian, ti-rony-an (from Tiro, tho 
freed man of Cicero, or from tyro, a learner). 
Among tho Romans, tironian notes, the 
mode of short- hand writing. 

Tissue, tish-yu (French, tissu, from 
Latin texes'e, to weave). Cloth interwoven 
with gold or silver, or with figured colours ; 
anything fabricated or interwoven. In 
anatomy, the textures which compose tho 
different organs of animals. 

Titanic, ti-tannik. Relating to the 
Titans, or early giants ; honce, applied to 
anything of huge proportions or enormous 

81 S 0 . 

Tithe, tytho (Saxon, ieoiha, tonth). The 
tenth part of anything ; appropriately, tho 
tenth part of tho increase annually arising 
from the profits of land and stock, allotted 
to the clergy for thoir maintenance. 

Tithing, tyth-iug. In law, a decen- 
nary ; a company of ton householders, who, 
dwelling in the same locality, were held 
free pledges to the king for the good be- 
haviour of each other. 

Tithonic, ti-thonnik. Pertaining to 
those rays of light which produce chemioal 
effects. 

Title, tite-ul (Latin, tiiulus). A name ; 
a general head comprising particulare ; an 
appellation of honour ; an inscription ; a 
ri^t to own or possess ; the legal instru- 
ment which is evidence of the legality of 
a claim or possession. 

Titter, tit-tur (probably from twitter). 
A shaking, tremulous, low laugh ; a re- 
strained laugh. 

Titular, tittu-lar (Lat., iitulus, a title). 
Pertaining to a title ; existing in title or 
name only. In ecclesiastical matters, a 
porson inTosted with the title to a bene* 
fice. 

Tmesis, mo-sis (Greek, tmno, to cut). 
In rhetoric, the separation of tho parts of 
a compound word j as, on which sufe ioeper 
for, on whichever ei4e. 
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Toady, tode-e. A term applied in con- 
tempt to an unscrupulous follower or mean 
sycophant ; that is to say, a toad-eater , or 
one who, from selfish puri)oseB, will swallow 
and approve anything from a superior or 
patron. 

Toast, toste. In a convivial sense, to 
name or propose any one whose health or 
success is wished by the company ; any 
sentiment which is thus drunk ; any name 
or thing which is so proposed. The term 
is derived from a toast or slice of toasted 
bread put into liquor; hence, the person 
honoured, or the sentiment proposed, 
stands in the same relation to the liquor 
drunk •jnd imparts a relish to it. 

Toosin, tok-sin (French, from Armoric, 
toeqt a stroke ; and Latin, sonuSf a sound). 
An alarm-bell ; the sound caused by ringing 
an alarm-bell. 

Tod, tod. A weight used in weighing 
wool, containing twenty-eight pounds 
avoirdupois. 

Toddy, tod-dy. The name of a sweetish 
itiioe drawn from various palm trees in the 
East Indies ; applied to a mixture of spirits 
and water, and other ingredients. 

Toga, to-gah (Latin). In antiquity, a 
robe without sleeves, worn by the Homan 
citizens in the time of peace. Toga viHtis 
(manlv gown) was the name of a gown 
worn oy men, and first put on by Roman 
youths, about the time of completing the 
fourteenth year ; in a figurative sense, it 
implies the assumption of the manners, 
habits, appearance, and dress of a man, 
and also of a gentleman. 

Toil, toyl (Saxon, leolan,f to urge). Hard 
labour, urged or pressed upon any one ; a 
net or snare for taking prey, which, in the 
plural, toiUf is figuratively applied to the 
arts and wiles which one person practises 

get another into his power. 

Toilet, ) toyl-et (French, the dimi- 

ToUette, ) nutive of toile^ linen cloth). 
The term originally meant the clotkf or 
cover of a dressing-table ; but is now ap- 
plied to the table itself ; to the art or busi- 
ness of dress; and also to the dress and 
decoration of the person. 

Toise, toys (French). A measure of 
six French feet. 

Tokay, to-kay. The name of a kind of 
wine m^e at Tmy, in Hungary, possess- 
ing a luscious taste and peculiarly aromatic 
flavour. 

Tola, tole. To draw by degrees; to 
allure, From the verb to i/oU, which sig- 


nifies primarily to entice ; to draw in, as 
the bell tolling calls in the people tc 
church. 

Toledo, to-leedo. A sword of the 
finest temper, originally made at Toledo^ in 
Spain. 

Tolerable, tolly-ra-bl (Latin, toWo, to 
onduro). That may be endured or sup- 
ported ; passable, but not excellent ; mo- 
derately good or agreeable. 

Tolerate, tolly-rate (Latin, toUa, to 
endure). To permit to pass unchallenged ; 
to allow tb.at which is not approved ; to 
be indifferent to ; to suffer ; to permit ; to 
endure. 

Toll, tole (Saxon, tull). A tax paid for 
some liberty or privilege; an excise of 
goods; a portion of grain taken by a 
miller as compensation for grinding. 

Tomahawk, tomma-hawk. An Indian 
hatchet ; also, to kill or cut with a hatchet. 

Tomato, to-mahto. The love-apple. 
In botany, a plant and its fi*uit, originally 
brought from South America. 

Tomb, toom (French, tomheau), A 
monument, within which the dead are ia- 
cloBod ; a vault for the dead ; the grave ; 
the sepulchre. 

Tome, tome (French). A book ; a 
volume; especially a volume of large size 
and great bulk. 

Ton, ton (French). The prevailing 
fashion ; the style in vogue ; the mode. 

Tone, tone (I^tin, tonus)* Sound, or 
modification of sound ; accent ; note ; style 
or manner of expression; healthy condi- 
tion of the system; proper state of the 
morals. In painting, the prevailing colour 
of a picture, or its general effect, depend- 
ing on the right relation of objects in sha- 
dow to the principal light, and to' the 
quality of colour, to which it is felt to owe 
part of its brightness, from the hue of the 
light upon it. 

Tonic, ton-ik (Greek, tonos, tone). In 
medicine, a term applied to medicines 
which increase the tone of the muscular 
fibre, and impart strength to the system. 
In musio, the first or fundamental note of 
the diatonic scale, and, in general, the fun- 
damental and key-note of every piece. 

Tonsorial, ton-sory-al (Latin, i&nsMt 
shaved). Pertaining to the barb^; rela- 
ting to the operation of shaving and hair- 
cutting. 

Tonsiu^ ton-diur (Latin, tonsus, 
diaved). The act of clipping the hair. 



th iheltomaH Cati» ’ho Church, the first 
ceremony observed for devotibff a person 
to the service of Gkxl and the Church ; the 
first dcfrree of clericave jriven by a bishop, 
who outs olf a portion of the hair, uttering 
meanwhile prayers and benedictions ; also, 
the name of the shaven part of a priest’s 
head. 

Tontine, ton-teen. An annuity or sur- 
vivorship ; a loan raised on life annuities, 
with the tenefit of a survivorship. Thus, 
the annuity is shared among a number, on 
tlie principle that the share of each, at bis 
death, shml go to the benefit of the survi- 
vors, until the whole reverts to the last 
survivor and his heirs, or to the State. The 
term is derived from an Italian named 
Tunti, who is said to have first introduced 
the scheme. 

Toparchy, toppar-ky (Greek, topes, a 
place ; arc/ie, government). In antiquity, 
a small state or lordship, consisting only of 
a few oitiai or towns ; or a potty country 
under the sway of a toparch, or principal 
person of a pl^e. 

Topass, to«paz (Greek, topeuion), A 
cryst^lised mineral, harder than qus^z, of 
a yellowish colour. 

Top-gallant, to-gfillant. In nautical 
language, the larhffaliaat mast is the mast 
next aimve the topmast ; the top t/alla$it 
sail is the oue which is above the sail ex- 
tended aoross the topmast; hence, highest; 
most elevated. 

Tophet,to-fot (Hebrew, topA^f, a drum ; 
in ruferonce to the sacrifice of coildren to 
Molech in this place, when a drum was 
beat to stifie their cries). A place regarded 
as polluted and undean, near Jerusalem, 
into which the Jews used to throw the dead 
bodies of those to whom burial was refused, 
and where a fire was kept perpetually 
burning to consume all that was brought ; 
hence, is sometimes used metaphori- 
cally for noU. 

Topiary, toppy-ary (Latin, topianui. 
Wmamenial). Shaped by cutting ana 
clipping ; applied especially to a species of 
ornamental ^den-work, which consists in 
fanciful forms to trees, arbours, 
&o. 

Topic, top-ik (Greek, iopos, place). A 
subject of discourse; a general head; 
aomotning to which other things are re- 
ferred ; an external remedy. 

Topical, toppik-al (Greek, topet, place). 
Local ; pertau^mg to a place ; limited to 
aplaco; pertawingtoa topic or sohjoct of 


discourse: a remedy of an oxtomal or 
local application. 

Topmast, top-mast. The mast of a 
ship next above the lower mast. 

Topography, to-pograh-fy (Gfook, 
topcM, place ; munho, to write). A descrip- 
tion of particular places; science of de- 
scribing places. 

Toreutic, to-rewtik (Greek, toreietoi^ 
chased or worked in relief). A term in 
sculpture, &o.. which, in its widest sense, 
signifies purely formative art, in any style 
and in any material, carved or oast, but the 
term is sometimes restricted to metallic 
carvings or castings inv basso-relievo ; the 
working of metals with sharp instruments ; 
sculpture in metals ; also, the covering of 
wood with plates of ivory and gold. 

Tornado, tor-naydo (Spanish, tornado, 
a whirling). A violent and sudden gust of 
wind, oharaotorised by a whirling motioi^ 
and by its veering round all points of the 
compass like a hurricane. It is usually 
aoeompanied by much thunder and rain, 
but is of short duration and limited compass. 

Torpedo, tawr-peedo. The electric ray, 
or cramp-fish, so called from the Latin, 
torpeo, to benumb, because it possesses the 
singular proportv of communicating a gal- 
vamo shock to those who touch it. 

Torpid, tawiq^-id ( Latin, torpeo, to be- 
numb). Deprived of motion or j^iower of 
exertion ; destitute of feeling ; dull ; heavy ; 
sluggish; inactive. 

Toi^or, tawip-ur (Latin). Dulness of 
BonsatioD ; inability to move ; heaviness ; 
sluggishness. 

Torrefkctiom torry-fakshun (Latin, 
torridui, torrid ; jado, to make), llie aet 
of drying by fire ; the operation of roast- 
ing. In pharmacy, the process of drying 
highly, or of partially roasting drugs. 

Torrent, tor-rent (Latin, torreai). A 
rapid stream ; a violent rushing of water 
or other fluid ; a strong current ; figura- 
tively, voluble ; incessant ; impetuous. 

Torrid, tor-rid (Latin, torreo, to roast). 
Excessively hot; paroh^ or scorched; 
dried or parehed with heat. Torrid tone, 
in geography, that region of the earth in- 
cluded between the tropics, at the distanoo 
of twenty-three and a half degrees from 
the equator, where the sun is vertical at 
some period every year, and where the heat 
is always groat. 

Torsion, tawr-shun (Latin, iortio, from 
toroueo, to twist). The act of turning or 
twutii^r > ths oi^tion of wresttiing. 
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TorsOf taw> BO (Italian). The trunk of 
tho human hoi / ; applied tisually to muti- 
lated statues, from which the head and 
Umba are broken off. 

Tort, tawrt (French, wron^). In law, 
wropgj injustice; mischief; injury done 
to pemon or property. 

Tortuous, tawrtu-us (Latin, tortuomst 
from tcrqueo, to twist). Occasioning tor- 
ture ; io A twisted state ; in a wreathed 
form ; figurativelv, tlio reverse of straight- 
forwakl; crooked; deceptive. 

Torus, to-ni8 (Latin, toruSf a protu- 
berant band ). In architecture, the rounded 
moulding at the base of a ooluiar., 

Torvous, tawr-vus (Latin, torms). 
Sour of aspect ; harsh-featured : having a 
severe expression of countenance. 

Tory, to-ry. The name given to a 
politico party in England, of conservative 
l)rinciplee. The term is said to be derived 
from torinffhim, an Irish word, signifying 
to pursue for the sake of plunder. The 
name was drst applied to certain parties in 
Ireland, who, refusing to submit to the 
Protector Cromwell, retired into bogs and 
fastnesses, and formed bodies of armed men, 
supporting themselves and their followers 
by the depredations which they committed 
on tho occupiers of their estates. Tory was 
a term of reproach applied by the country 
to the Court party in the latter part of 
the reign of Cliarles II. ; and subsequently 
tho same term came to be associated with 
one who upheld the monarchy, and adhered 
to the ancient institutions of the kingdom. 

Total, tote-al (Latin, totalis). Whole; 
full; complete; undivided; the aggregate 
amount of several items or sums when 
added together. 

Totidem verbis, totty-dem ver-bis 
(TiCtin), In so many words; in tho very 
words. 

Toties quoties, totee-ez kwotee-ez 
(TiUtin). Inlaw, so often as a thing shall 
happen. 

Toto osslo, to -to so-lo (Latin). By tho 
whole of the heavens ; that is, as opposite 
fxs the poles. 

Touch-hole, tutsb-hole. The vent of 
a cannon or other species of fire-arms. 

Touching, tutsh-ing. Pathetic; ap- 
pealing to the toolings ; affecting; moving. 

Toupee, > too-pay (French, toupsi, 

Toupet, j from tmiffe, a tuft). An 
ertifioial look curl of hair; a little tuft. 


Tour, toor (French, tour, a turn). At 
excursion; a circuitous journey; travel 
for pleasure ; a ramble ; a jaunt. 

Tour d'adresse, toor dadress (Fr.). 
Sleight of hand trick; clever manipulation. 

Tour de force, toor-deh-fawrs (Fr.). 
Feat of strength. 

Tourmalin, tCormah-lin. A stone 
variously coloured, and remarkable for ex- 
hibiting electricity by heat. The name is 
a corruption of ioumamalf under which 
designation this stone is known at Ceylon. 

Tournament, toomy-ment, or tumv- 
ment (French, tourner, to turn). A martial 
sport practised formerly among knights, for 
the purpose of displaying their gallantry 
and adroitness, by encountering each other 
on horseback with spears or lances. 

Tourniquet, tumy-ket, or toomy-kay 
(French). A suigical instrument for stop- 
I»ing tho flow of blood after an amputa- 
tion. It consists of a kind of bandage, 
straitened or relaxed with a screw. 

Tournure,toor-nure (French). Figure ; 
expression ; turn ; flnish ; rounding off. 

Tout ensemble, tooton-sawmbnl (Fr. ). 
Whole appearance ; general aspect ; com- 
prehending everything which presents it. 

Toward, to-ard (Saxon, to and toard). 
Heady to do or learn ; docile ; compliant. 

Toxicology, toksy-kollo-jy. The 
branch of medicine which treats of poisons ; 
the study of poisons; a treatise on poisons. 
The word is derived from the ioxihn, be- 
longing to an arrow (arrows being fre- 
quently poisoned), and logos, a discourse. 

Toxopolite, toks-oppo-lit (Gk., ioxon, 
a bow or an arrow; pkiios, a lover). An 
archer; a lover of archery; pertaining to 
the art or practice of shooung with the 
bow and arrow. 

Tracery, traso-orry. A term, in archi- 
tecture, applied to the geometric ornament 
seen in the upper parts of gothic windows, 
or wall-panels, as well as the same thing 
applied to wood-carving, or omameatiu 
work. 

Trachea, tray-keah. In anatomy, the 
windpipe, a tube or oanai leading from the 
mouth to the lungs. The term is a low 
Latin word, derived from Greek, traehys, 
roughen reference to the ineqtialities of 
the cartilages. 

Tract, trakt (Latin, iraetus, dragimd or 
drawn along), literaliy, something drawn 
out or extendedi as a tracit of oountty, a 
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tract of tho heavens; a E^ce of Indofinite 
extent; a region; a short treatise. 

Tractable, trEdctah-bl (Latin, irajcia^ to 
manage). Capable of being governed or 
managed; docile; compliant; yielding. 

Traotarian, trak-tary-an. A Puseyito ; 
one who adheres to the semi-Popisb doc- 
trines propounded in the Oxford Tmeis. 

Traction, trak-shun (Latin, tractus, 
drawn along). Tho act of drawing or state 
of being drawn. In practical mechanics, 
the amount of power necessary to over- 
come the resistance of a carriage on a road, 
of a boat on a canal, &c. 

Trade wind. The name of certain 
easterly winds which constantly prevail, 
with slight variations, in some of the regions 
within the tropics ; they are so called be- 
cause they are supposed to favour trade. 

Tradition, tra-disshun (Latin, irado, 
to deliver). Oral account, handed down 
from age to age ; transmission from genera- 
tion to generation. Tho delivery of bis- 
toncal events, opinions, doctrines, rites, 
customs, &c., by oral report, and not by 
writing; hearsay, as opposed to written 
proof. 

Traduce, tra-duse (Latin, traducOf to 
lead from one place to another). To re- 
present as blamable ; to calumniate ; to 
defame ; to vilify ; to censure. 

Traffic^ traf-ik (French, trajic). Tho 
act of buying, selling, or bartering ; com- 
merce ; mercantile business ; occupation 
or employment in merchandise. Traffic 
was formerly used of foreign commerce, in 
distinction to trade. 

Tragedy, trajjy-d^. A dramatic re- 
presentation of a calamitous or fatal action; 
any mournful and dreadful event. The 
term is derived from Greek, tragoSj a goat; 
ode, a hymn; the latter being sung in 
honour of Bacchus, while a goat sto^ at 
his altar ready to be sacrificed; hence, 
called tragedy, or the goat-song. 

Tragi^comic, trajjy-kommik. > 

Tragi-comical, trajjy-kommik -aL j 
Partakmg of tragedy and comedy; a name 
given to dramatic pieces which exhibit a 
mixture of grave and comic scenes. 

Trail, trale (WeUh, treiUn, to draw). 
To draw along the ground ; to hunt bjr the i 
track; to lower; anything drawn be^d; | 
scent 1^ on the ground by the animal I 
pursued. ’ 

Train«iniae(Frdndi,fm{ner). To draw | 
along; to ed^ or educate; to draw by ^ 


artifice or stratagem ; to teach by dogroosi*, 
an artifice used to entice ; a series, process, 
or method; a retinue, or number of fol- 
lowers ; a procession ; tho lino vf gun- 
powder which reaches to a mine cr other 
object. A train of ariillevy is tho cannon 
accompanying an army. 

Trait, trav (French, from tramen', to 
draw). A characteristic ; a strike ; a 
touch ; a line. 

Traitor, tratc-ur (Latin, trado, to de- 
liver, to betray). A name given in the 
first ages of tho Church to such Christians 
as, in times of persecution, to avoid death 
and martyrdom, delivered up tho sacred 
writings to their persecutors ; subsequently 
applied to one who betrayed his sovoroign 
and country ; and used, in an extended 
sense, for one who betrays any person or 
body of porson.s, or who is untrue to a 
cause. 

Traject, traj-ekt (Latin, irane, through ; 
jacio, to throw). To throw or cast through ; 
to nass, or cause to pass over ; to transmit ; 
to transpose. 

Trajectory, tra-jektur-e (Latin, trans, 
over ; ^acio, to throw). Tho curve which 
a moving body describes in space. 

Tralation, tray-layshnn (Latin, trans^ 
latio). A change in the use of a word ; a 
transfer ; a metaphor ; a trope. 

Tralatitious, travla-tlsshus (Latin, 
irannlatm). Not litoral ; metaphorical. 

Traluoent, tra-lowsont. See Trans- 
lucent. 

Trammel, tram-mel (French, tramail, 
drag-net). A shackle or impediment; a 
hindrance to motion ; anything that in- 
volves or entangles, obstructs or impedes. 

Tramontane, tra-montano (Latin, 
trans, over ; mons, a mountain). Living or 
being beyond the mountains ; foreign ; 
barbarous ; one who dwells beyond the 
mountains ; a foreigner *, a stranger. 

Tramwajr. A description of railway 
or road laid with narrow tracks of iron, for 
the wheels of wagons, trucks, &o., to run in . 

Trance, transe (Latin, transitm, a pass- 
ing over). A peculiar condition of existence, 
in which a person is insensible to the outer 
world, and is carried away, as though into 
another state of being ; in a minor sencM 
that state in which a person is withdrawBv 
as it were, from himself, and still sees 
things, though his senses are all looked up ; 
an ocstacy; a temporaxy absenee d the 
soul from the body. 



Tr'inqiiil* trank-wil (Pr., trawfuilte), 
Colnt , uutruub)<Mi ; bushud ; itiU ; peace- 
ful ; liat ; uudUturbed. 

i Trws* A Latin preposition, prefixed 
/‘on'Noerous words in English oom^>sition, 
and having reference to the cirourastanue of 
passing away from one place or state to 
another. It, therefore, signifles over, 
beyotiUf on tite ot/usr side^ Ac. It also implies 
jiduaye through^ and likewise from one to 
ano(/ter. 

Transact, trans-akt (Latin, tram, 
through ; a*/©, to act or drive). To per- 
form ; to manaj^ ; to conduct ; to lead 
or carry forward ; to bring to a conclu- 
sion. 

Transalpine, tran 8 -aipino(Lat., trane. 
beyond’ Alpinef of the Alps). Situated 
beyond the Alps, in regard to Romo ; on the 
farthest side of the mountains. 

Transanimate, trans • anny - mate 
(Latin, tram; antma, the soul). To animate 
by the conveyance of a soul to another 
body, 08 believed of metempsychosis. 

Transatlantic, trans-at-lantik (Latin, 
tmnSf beyond; ana Atlantic). Lying or 
being beyond the Atlantic Ocean ; situated 
on the other side of the Atlantic. 

Transcend, tran-send (Latin, trans, 
beyond ; scamlo, to ciimb). Literally, to 
climb beyond; hence, to excel other per- 
sons; to surpass other porformanoes ; to 
rise above ; to go boyond. 

Transcendental, transen - dsntol 
(^tin, trans, beyond; scando, to climb), 
raasinglieyond ; super-eminent; excelling; 
general ; pervading or comprehending 
many particulars. 

Transcendentalism, transen-dSntal* 
izm. The doctrine of aiming or arriving 
at super-eminent excellence; also, applied 
to a kind of investigation or the use of a 
language which is vague, obscure, fantasUo, 
or extravagant. 

Transcribe, tran-skribe (Latin, trans; 
seribo, to write). To copy ; to write ovor 
again in the same words; to write a copy 
of anything. 

Transoursion, trans-kurshun (Latin, 
fraas, beyond : eitrro, to run). To go be- 
yond certain limite; extraozdlnaiy devia- 
tion. 

Transept, tnm*eept (Latin, tram; 
M^um, a dtvinonV That part of a ohuroh 
which is oaivied out cm each dde perpen- 
dicularly to tba lohgtli ; an ahde axmdliig 
IM imve ana aiain aida 


Transfer, trans-fur (Latin, trant ; 
fero, to carry). To convey from one place 
to another ; to make over from one person 
to another ; to carry from one account to 
another; to transmit; to sell or alienate 
title. 

Transfiguration, trans-figgu-rayshun 
(Latin, tram; Jitjvtm, figure, form, shape). 
Change of shape or form ; especially ap- 
plied to the supernatural chm^ in the 
personal appearanoo of our Saviour on the 
mount. 

Transfix, trans fiks (Latin, tram, 
through ; pgo, to fix). To pierce through ; 
to stab thraiigh; figuratively, to create that 
amount of astonishment, horror, &c., as 
though the beholder or hearer were pierced 
through. 

Transform, trans-fawrm (Latin, trans ; 
and form). To change or put into anotitor 
form ; to metamorphose. 

Transfuse, trans-fuze (Latin, ti^am ; 
fundo, to pour). Literally, to pour from 
one vessel or receptacle to another. In 
surgery, to transmit the blood from the 
veins of one living animal into those of 
another; figt^tiveVi to blend or mingle 
the characteristics or qualities of one thing 
with some otbor thing ; as, to tranfuse the 
boautios of an author from one language 
into another. 

Transgress, trans-gress (Latin, trans, 
boyond ; yraAns, a step). Literally, to pass 
boyond ; hence, in a moral sense, to go 
further than wo ought; to over-stop; to 
violate ; to break through. 

Transient, tran-shent (Latin, trans, 
over ; to, to go). Soon pass^ or ^sing ; 
of short oontinuanoe; momenta^; not 
lasting. 

Transit, tran-sit (Latin, tram, over ; 
to, to go). A passing; peeing over or 
through. In astronomy, the passing of one 
heavenly body over the disc of another. 

Transition, tran-sizzhun (Latin, (ran- 
sitio). Passage from one p]ac« or state to 
another; change; removal. 

Transitiye, transy-tiv (Latin, fma- 

in grammar, appu!^ to verbs m im^y 
action passing nrom the ngant to the object. 
as^'WaUamsfriiwJohn?* 

Transitory, tnmslt-uny (Latin, (ran- 
iitorius). OontiiiuiQg Init for a short time ; 
passingquiokly; vanishing soon after ap- 
pearance ; evanoeoeat ; fleeting; formed to 
•list for a tiam, sad then to pass 
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tTranslate, trana-Ute (Latin, trans ; 
latumt to cariy). To remove from one 
place to anotber, as the translation of a 
bishop from one see to another ; to render 
into another lanj^uage, as the translation of 
a book ; to transfer ; to construe. 

Translucent, trans-ISwsent ^atin, 
trans, through ; luceOj to shine). Trans- 
parent with light; passing light through ; 
penetrating nilh light; shining; clear. 

Transmigration, transmi-grayshun 
(Latin, trans; miffro, to remove). De- 
parture ; quitting one country or place for 
another ; passage out of one body or state 
into another ; especially applied to the soul 
after the death of the body. 

Transmit,tranB-mit (Latin, trans, over; 
mitto, to send). To send from one place to 
another, or from one person to another. 

Transmutation, tmnsmu - tavsbun 
(Latiil, trails; muto, to change). Change 
into another substance ; transmission of 
one nature into another. In alchemy, tho 
act of changing imperfect metals into gold 
and silver. 

Transparent, trons-parrent (Latin, 
trans, through ; pai so, to appear). Having 
the projierty of admitting light, so that ob- 
jects can bo seen through ; pon'ious to the 
light ; clear ; figuratively, applied to con- 
duct, pretexts, &o., the object of which is 
easily seen and detected. 

Transpire, trans o^irc (T.4J.tin, tram; 
ndro, to breathe). To breathe out or 
through; to emit through the pores, as 
vafKiur; figuratively, to suffer to escape 
from secrecy into notice ; to become 
public. 

Transplant, trans-plant (Latin, iirans, 
and plani^. To move a plant from one 
place to another ; to remove ; to transpose; 
to transfer. 

TranspO^ trans-port (Latin, trans; 
potto, to cany). To cany or convey from 
one place to another ; to carry into banish- 
ment; to convey beyond the sea; meta- 
phorically, to bear or carry away in rap- 
ture or ecstacy. 

Transpose, tians-pozo (Latin, trans ; 
pOHo, to put or place). To put one thing 
in the pl^e of another ; to cause to chan^ 
places; to remove. In grammar, to dm- 
place the words of a discourse or sentenue, 
or to cliauge their natural order of con- 
aiiuctuia, so as tt» pleass the oar, si:i| xoi • 
a«r toe ‘context mere easy, smooth, and 
t^Armoptoua, 


Transubstantiation, tr&nsub-ston- 
shy-fiyshun (Latin, frans ; SM&sfaafte, sub- 
stance). Change of substance; in tlie 
Roman Catholic Church, the supposed con- 
version of the bread and wine, used in the 
sacrament, into the body and blood of 
Jesus Christ, a change which is asserted 
to be wrought by tho consecration of tho 
priest. 

Transude, trans-ude (Latin, trans, 
through ; sudo, to perspire). To pass uufc, 
as perspiratiou through the pores. 

Transverse, trans-verse (Latin, fraim- 
versus). Being in a cross direction ; lying 
across ; out of the straight line or course. 

Trapan, tra-pSn (Saxoa, treppan). To 
catch as in a trap; to ensnare by stratagem ; 
to take by artifice. 

Traumatic, traw-mattik (Greek, 
trauma, a wound). Applied to wounds ; a 
medicine efficacious in the cure of wounds. 

Travail, trav-ale (French, travailfer). 

To labour with pain ; m toil ; to suffe* the 
pains of chila-hirthf labour; fatigue; 
labour in child-birth. ^ 

Traverse, trav-urAe (French, d iravers). 
To turn across ; to go or move in a cross 
direction ; to place anything athwart ; to 
oppose ; to obstruct, in law, traverse de- 
notes the denial of some matter of fact, 
alleged to be done in a declaration of plead- 
ing, upon which, the other side maintain- 
ing that it was done, issue is joined for the 
cause ta proceed to trial. 

Travestie, > trav-Saty (Fr., travestir,to 

Travesty, f disguise). To turn into 
burlesque ; to make ridiculous ; a parody; 
a burlesque. 

Treasure Trore, trez-shur trove. 

Ill law, money or other treasure found 
bidden, and the owner of which is un- 
known. Trots is from the French word 
trouvi, found. 

Treatise, treet-is (Latin, traciatus). A 
discourse ; an essay; a written composition ' 
upon some particular subject, in which r 
the principles of it ore discussed and 
defined. 

Treaty, tree-ty (French, traiti^. A ne- 
gotiation ; contract of parties ; agivement ; 
lea^pie or covenant between sovereigns or 
nations. 

Treble,, t'^eb-ll (Laiin, tnplsx), Tl 4 ee« 
fold; three times as much; triple, in 
music, acute ; the highest and most aotitt 
^ tha four parti in a symphunjr* 



Trelbily tre-foyl (Latin, trifoliumy A 
Iciud of grass having three leaves; in 
€k>thio architecture, an ornament, consist- 
ing of three cusps in a circle, like the leaf 
of the trefoil plant. 

TreUifl, trel-lis (French, treillU). A 
strnoture or frame of oross-barred work ; 
a lattice. 

Tremor, treem*ur (Latin, iremOf to 
tremble). A state of trembling ; a shaking 
or quivering motion ; an involuntary shiver. 

Trench, tronsh (Latin, truncare, to cut). 
Earth thrown up so as to leave a ditch on 
the side ; a fosse ; to cut or dig, as a ditch ; 
to furrow ; figuratively, to encroach ; to 
trespass on the province of another. 

Trenclumt, trensh-ant (Fr. , tranchant). 
Sharp; cutting; keen, as a trenchant 
satire. 

Trenoher, trensh-ur (Fr., trenchoir). 
A wooden plate on which moat, broad, Ac., 
are served. 

Trendle, tren*dl (Saxon). Anything 
turned round ; anytliiiig round that is used 
in turning or rolling ; a little wheel. 

Trental, tremtal (French, irentale). In 
the Roman Catholic Church, a service of 
thirty masses for the dead. 

Trepaxi, tro>pan (Greek, tnipan^ to per- 
forate). lu surgery, a saw used for cutting 
a circular piece of bone out of the skull ; 
to perforate the skull with the instrument 
called the trepan. 

Trepidation, treppy-dayshun (Latin, 
trepidOf to tremble). State of trembling ; 
state of terror ; an involuntary quaking or 
quivering ; haste inspired by fear. 

Trespass, tres-poss (Latin, tram, be- 
yond ; poems, a stop). To enter unlaw- 
fully on another’s property ; to intrude ; 
to transgress or offend ; to put to incon- 
venience ; to violate any known rule. 

Tress, tress (French, tresse). A lock or 
ringlet of hair. 

Trcasel,) tres-sel (Welsh, A 

Trestle,/ frame to support anything 
i»n. 

Tii. A prefix, which in compoimds 
signifies three. 

Triad, tii-ad (Latin, tree, three). Three 
united ; ^e union of three. In music, a 
compound of three sounds, which has 
received the name of the harmonic triad. 

Triangle, tritdngul (Latin, tm, three ; 
an angle). A f gtira of three 


Triarchy, triar-ky (Creek, treit. threet 
arche, rule). A form of government vested 
in three persons. 

Tribe, tribe. A distinct body of the 
people ; a family ; a race ; a class ; a divi- 
sion. The word is derived from the Latin, 
iHbtts, the Roman people being at first 
divided into three tribes; and from the 
number three (ires), the word <n&urtook 
its rise. 

Tribulation, tribbu-layshun (Latin, 
trihulo, to thrash or beat). Vexation; 
trouble ; distress of mind ; affliction. 

Tribunal, tri-bewnal. Primarily, the 
seat of a judge ; hence, a court of justice ; 
a place where justice is administered; 
figuratively, a power in which jud^ent 
is vested, as the tribunaJ of public opinion. 
The word takes its origin from a seat 
raised from the ground, on which the tri- 
hune of the Roman people was placed to 
administer judgment. 

Tribime, tri-bune. The ajipellation of 
a magistrate or offleer in ancient Rome, 
chosen by the people to protect them from 
the oppressions of the nobles; now applied 
to a species of pulpit for a speaker. 

Tributary, tribbu-tary. Paying tri- 
bute; subject to; contributing; sub^ordi- 
nate. 

Tribute, trib-yuto (Latin, (Hbuo, to 
give). Payment made in acknowledgment 
of subjection ; personal contribution ; offer- 
ing. Tribute originally meant the money 
paid by each tribe to defray the public ex- 
penses, and afterwards extended to signify 
a sum of money which one prince or state 
was obliged to pay to another, as a token 
of dependence, or in virtue of a treaty, and 
as a purchase of peaco. 

Trioe, trise. A short space of time ; 
an instant; a moment. Supposed to bo 
from thrice, that is, while one may count 
three. 

Tricennial, tri-sonny-al (Lafc., tricem, 
thirty; annus, a year). Denoting thirty 
years ; belonging to the term of thirty yeoi's. 

Tricolor, tri-kullur. The national 
French banner of three colours — blue, 
white, and red— adopted on the occasion of 
the firat revolution* 

Trident, tri-dent (Latin, tres. three; 
dens, a tooth). A kind of spear with three 
prongs, which in fabulous history is made 
to represent the sceptre held by Neptuz^e, 
tiie god of the sea. Britannia is thus re- 
presented as holding a trideHt, denoting 
the empiro of Great uritain ovoi tl e e<oan 
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Triennial, tri-enny-al (Latir», ira, 
three ; nn'Mtij a 3 rear). Containing three 
years ; happening every three years. 

Trigonometry, triggo-nommit-ry 
(Greek, trigomn, a triangle ; mea- 
sure). The art of measuring ; 

the science which teaches the mcnsuratiou 
of triangles, whether plane or spherical. 

Trilateral, tri-latter-al ^ Latin, treSf 
throe ; laiuitf a side). Having throe sido^. 

Trilly tril (Italian, tviilo). A qnavor; 
a shake of the voice in singing, or of the 
sound of an instininient. 

Trillion, trihyun. A million of mil- 
lions of millions, or the product of a mil- 
lion multiplied by a million, again multi- 
plied by a million. 

Trimester, tri-me8tur(Lat., tnmestris), 
A term or period of throe months. 

Trine, trine (Latin, trinus, threefold). 
Of threefold dimensions ; namely, depth, 
breadth, and length. In astrology, an 
aspect of tho planets distant from each 
other 120 degrees, forming tho figure of a 
trigon or triangle. 

Trinity, trinnit-o (Latin, ireSf throe; 
•mu8f one). The union of throe persons in 
DHO Godhead— Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. 

Trinity House. A society or kind 
of corporation in England, incorporated by 
IJonry VIII., in 15115, for tho promotion 
of commerce and navigation, by licensing 
and regulating pilots, ordering and erect- 
ing beacons and lighthouses, &c., and the 
disposition of sea-marks. 

Trinket, trink-et. A small ornament, 
a decoration of no great value ; a toy. 

Trio, tre-o, or tri-o (Italian). A piece 
of music arranged for three performers ; a 
vocal composition in three princi|ial pails, 
exclusive of accompaniments. 

Tripartite, tnppur-tite (Latin, treSf 
tlu*ee ; pars, part). Having throe corre- 
sponding parts ; divided into three parts. 

Triphthong, trif-ihong, or trip-thong 
(Graek, treiSy ti roe ; p}UJu}nff4i, sound). A 
union of three vowels forming one sound, 
as eau in beauty. 

Triple, trip-pl (Latin, tres, three; pUcOf 
to foldX Threefold ; three times repeated. 

Triplet, trip-let. Three of a kind. In 
poetry, tliree versos or lines rhyming with 
each other, lu mu8ic> notes grouped to- 
gether by threes. 


Trix>od, tri-pod, or tre-pod (Ok., 
throe ; pous, a foot). A seat with Uirce 
feet. In antiquity, a sacred seat or otooh 
supported by three feet, on which tho priests 
and sibyls were placed to render oracles. 

Trisect, tri-sokt (I^atin, ivest three; 
seco, to cut). To cut or divido into throe 
equal ports. 

TrisyUable, tris-sillah-bl (Greek, frm, 
three; si/llahi, a syllable). A word con- 
sisting of tliree syllables. 

Trite, trite (Latin, ti'itug, from tero, to 
wear). Worn-out; common; threadbare; 
used or rc{)oated until no longer novel or 
interesting. 

Tritheist, trythoo-ist ) (Greol*, treis^ 

Tritheite, trythco-itejf throe ; 

God). One who believes in the oxistencs 
of throo separate and distinct Godheads, 

Triturate, trittu-rato (Latin, tnlurot 
from terOf to wear). To reduce to powder ; 
to pound ; to grind. 

Triumvir, tri-umvur (Latin, tres, three; 
mr, a man). One of throe persons who 
govern absolutely and with equal authority 
in a state; chiefly applied to a mode of 
govemment among tho Romans. 

Triune, tri-yuno (Latin, (res, three ; 
unuSf one). Three in one ; an epithet 
applied to God, to express tho unity of tho 
Godhead in tho trinity of persons. 

Trivet, triv-ot. A stool or other thing 
supported by throe legs, or standing upon 
throe foot. 

Trivial, triwy-al (Latin, irivialis, from 
treSj three ; via^ road). Literally, pertain- 
ing to the meeting of throo roads ; honco, 
that which is common ; worthless, such as 
may bo picked up on tlio highway ; trifling ; 
light; unimportant; inconsiderable. 

Trivium, trivvy-um (Latin). Figu- 
ratively, tho three roads of knowledge; 
namely, grammar, rhetoric, logic. 

Trochee, tro-ke (Latin, irocJueiis, from 
Greek, trec/w, to run). A poetic foot, con- 
sisting of a long and a snort syllable, a : 
hateftil. 

Troglodyte, trogglo-dyte (Gk., irofjh, 
a cavern ; dye, to enter). One who dwells 
in a cave 

Troop, troop (French, A com- 
pany, a multitude; a certain ntinber of 
mounted soldiers, commanded by acaptatii, 
and forming a component part w ft squad- 
ron. Tho word troops signifies lu^ilers 
in general, whether more or less ninuerous^ 
including infantry, cavalry, and artillorr. 
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Ttooper* troop^ur. A canUry soldier ; 
ft pcivfttft soldier in a reg^ont of horse, 

Troptiy trope (Ureek, trepw, to tuml. 
In liietorio, an expression used in a diffo« 
rent sense from that which it literally 
•igfttiheSf or for the sake of presenting an 
i(Sa in a striking and forcible manner. 

Trophy, trofe-ey (Greek, troptt the 
flight of an enemy). A monument or 
memorial of victory ; something taken in 
iMdtle, or wrested from the enemy. 

Tropic, trop-ik (Greek, tropUm, from 
to turn). In astronomy, the circle of 
the sphm*e wtiioh bounds the sun’s declina- 
tion north or south ; the line drawn through 
the point at which the sun tuma 

Troi>ieal, troppik-al (Greek, tnpo, to 
turn). Placed near or belonging to the 
tropics; rhetorically, changed from its 
Dii^nal meaning. 

Trot, trot. The motion cf a horse 
when the near fore-foot and the off hind- 
foot are in the air, and the other two feet 
upon the ground, and so alternately of the 
other two. 

Troth, troth (Saxon, treowth; other- 
wise written hntUi). Faith ; fidolity ; bollef. 

Troubadour, trodbah-dore (French, 
Irouver, to And). A name given to the 
poets who livea from the eleventh to the 
Ad of the< thirteenth century*, in the south 
of 'i'ranoe and the north of Italy. 

Trough, trawf (Saxon, trog). A long 
hollow vessel; anything hollowed loi^- 
tudmally. Trough of the tea is a term for 
the hollow formed between two wavos. 

Trousseau, troo-so (French). Mar- 
riage outfit ; the equipments and pcrsimal 
ornaments of u bride. 

Trover, tro-vur (French, troum', to 
find). In common law, an action that lies 
agahuit one who, having found another’s 
goods, refuses to dolivor them upon de- 
mand. 

Trow, tro (Saxon, treoivian). To think ; 
id have some thought or idea of ; to be 
thoronghly persuaded or oonvinood; to 
believe firmly. 

Troy wvdi^t, troy wate. A woight 
having twelve ounces to the pound ; so 
namei from Ti*oge^ In Franee, where it was 
first adopted in Europe, being originally 
brought nvm the Bast duritigthe crusades. 

Trttoe« truse (German, Svw, laitb). A 
temporary paeoe; a cessation of bostUities; 
intmmiasionf short quiet; ■ui|imiil<m; 
leriMereno^ 


Truck, truk (French, iroipter). To 
barter or exchange ; perhaps, literally, to 
drag or carry away goods (as in a tnick), 
in barter or exchange, to a mart or market. 
Ti-uck tpttem is a name given to a practice 
in mining and manufacturing districts of 
paying the wages of workmen in goods in- 
stead of money. 

Truckle, truk-kl. To yield or bend 
obsequiously ; to submit to servilely ; to 
cringe. The term is derived from truektCf 
the name of a tow bed upon small wheels, 
made to go under another bod; and as 
these wore appropriated to servants and 
inferior persons, the term naturally came 
to signify to be in a state of subjection or 
inferiority. 

Truculent, trhkku-lent (Latin, tnix, 
fierce, savage). Savage ; barbarous ; 
cruel ; of fierce aspect or manners. 

Truffle, truf-fl (French, tntffe), A 
vegetable growing under the surface of the 
earth, of the mushroom kind. 

Truism, troo-izm. An indisputable 
and self-evident truth. 

Truncate, tmnk-ate ) (Lat., frww- 

Truncated, tnmk ayted j to cut 
short). Cut short off ; lopped of tho 
branches ; deprived of limbs. 

Truncheon, trun-shun (Fr., troacon). 
A short staff ; a club ; a baton. 

Trunkhose, trunk-hoze. A kind of 
largo breeches, worn in former times. 

Trunnion, tnin-ym (French, imgmu). 
A knob which projects on either side of a 
piece of ordnance, serving to support the 
piece on the cheeks of the carriage. 

Truss, tnis (French, ii'ouse). In a 
general sense, a bundle ; a certain quantity 
of hay or straw. In surgery, a bandage 
for hernia. In botany, a tuft of flowers 
formed on the top of the main stalk. In 
narigation, a machine to pull a lower yard 
closo to its mast, and retain it firmly in 
that position. 

Trust, trust (Saxon, irywdan, to 
believe in). Confidence ; firm belief in ; 
relianoe upon ; credit given or received. In 
law, an estate held for the use of another. 

Trustee, trust-ee. On j to whom anr- 
tblng is made over, or beqaeatiiecL for toe 
use and benefit of Another; one wao bolcU 
an estate in trust. 

TrysaiL A sail hoisted in a riiip 
during a storm. 

Tube, tewb (Latin, ew^tts). A |dpe ; a 
syphon ; anything hollow or ooneave issl 
having a eerisfo degree of lengtl;. 
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fCtxber* ta^^bur (Latin^ tumt% to swolU. 
Ac ojici-osounoe. In botany, around, turgid 
ixr/fc, ad tnat of the turnip. 

Tubercle, tewbur-kl (Latin, tahtreulum^ 
di'minutivo of A ftmall swelling ; a 

pimple; a peculiarly morbid production, 
which occurs in various textures of the 
body, in connection with scrofula. 

Tuberousu tSwbur-us. Knotted ; hav- 
ing pmmineui knots or excrescences, as in 
some plants. 

Tubular, tcw'l>u-lar (Latin, a 

pipe), llosembling a tube ; consisting of 
a pipe. 

Tufa, tii'fah (Italian, tufo), A calcareous 
deposit from water ; also,’ a name given to 
the products of volcanic eruptions. 

Tuition, tu-isshuu (Latin, tiiiiio, from 
fu^or, to defend). Instruction ; direction ; 
guardianship ; care of a tutor ; the act or 
business of teaching. 

Tumbler, tum-blnr. A drinking-glass, 
so called because originally it had a pointed 
base, and could not bo set down with any 
liquor in it, thus couipolliug the drinker to 
finish his measure. 

^'umefaction, towmy-fakshun (Latin, 
iumeOj to swell). A swelling or tumour ; 
the act or process of swelling. 

Tumid, tu-mid (Latin, tuniio^ to swell). 
Swollen ; distended ; puffe<l up ; figura- 
tively, a pompous or inflated stylo. 

Tumult, til-mult (Latin, tumultus). 
Commotion by tho miiltitmic; popular 
agitation ; riot ; uproar ; disturbance ; 
disorder. 

Tumulus, t§wmu-lus (Latin, timeOj to 
sw'oll). A small conical bill of earth, which 
the early nations of antiquity raised as 
a moinurial over tho remains of the 
dead; an artificial hillock or mound of 
»art.h. 

Tune, tune (Italian, iitmo). In music, 
a series of notes with unity of key-note, 
measure, and sentiment; harmony of 
sounds ; concord of disposition ; fit temper; 
agreement ; proper state for use or 
application. 

Tunic, tu-nik (Latin, tunica). A child’s 
upper garment; a short military coat; a 
kind of waistcoat ; a membrane; anatum 
aovering. 

Tunnel, tun-nel (French, tonnelU). A 
anbterranean passage; a passage some- 
times cut under water; the shaft of a 
chimney; a pipe or vessel with a broad 
moath lor conveying liquors to casks, l(c. 


Tnrbid, tur-bid (Latin, farftc, to <dis< 
turb). Muddy ; thick ; having tho loes or 
sediment disturbed. 

Turbulence, tarbu-lens (Latin, turho^ 
to disturb). Commotion ; disquietude ; 
noise with confusion ; clamour ; disorder ; 
tumult. 

Turf, turf. A term applied generally 
to any place for horso-racing, and also to 
matters connected with horse-racing. 

Turgid, turj-id (Latin, turom, to swell). 
Swolloti ; bloatod ; distendoa beyond its 
natural state ; figuratively, pompous or in- 
flated in stylo. 

Turmoil, tnr-moyl. Trouble; dis- 
turbance ; confusoti commotion ; per- 
plexity ; disquietude. 

Turncoat, turn koto. Ono who deserts 
his party, or forsakes his principles for 
those wliich are opposite ; a renegade ; au 
apostate. 

Turnery, turner-ry. The act of turn- 
ing wood, &c., or forming it into a cylin- 
drical shape by means of a lathe. 

Turn-out. Among workmen ana 
mechanics, a combined movement wbero' 
by employment is abandoned, on account 
of Komo roal or supposed grievance ; a 
strike. 

Turnspit, turn-spit. Ono that timis 
a spit for roasting ; a namo given to a 
breed of dogs, formerly employed for tbif 
piirjjose. 

Turpitude, turi>y“tii<lc (Latin, (urpin, 
base). Inherent vilcnoss ; baseness ; 
essential doformi-ty of thoughts, words, or 
actions. 

Turquoise, turk-wawz (French, fw- 

Turkois, I A gem of a 

greenish-blue colour, sot in various aitiolcs 
of jewellery. 

Turret, tur ret (French, iourctfe). A 
small tower; a small omiticnce raised above 
the body of a building. 

Tuscan, tusk-an. Pertaining to Tus- 
cany. In architecture, an order or style 
which admits of no omaments, and tho 
columns of which especially are plain. 

Tutelage, tswty-laje (Latin, iuUla, 
l^rotection). Guardianship ; protection ; 
the time during which a young person is 
under the care of a guardian. 

Tutelar, towty-lar I <Lat., (uUlartt, 

Tutelary* tewtil-aryi beloaging 
guardianship). Protecting ; gUftitltrt^ 
having the guardianship or charge of 
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tectlng a penon or thing. TMaru sainlt, 
beings supposed to have the care oi certain 
countries, as 3t. George^ of England ; St« 
Denis, of France, &o. 

Tutor, tu*tur (liatin, tiieoi’, to dofond, 
to protect). A guardian ; an instructor ; a 
teacher ; ono who has the care of another’s 
learning and morals. In civil law, ono 
chosen to look to the person and estate of 
children loft their fathers and mothers 
in their minority. 

Tutti, toot-to (Italian). In music, a 
term denoting that all tho parts are to be 
played together in full concert. 

Twain, twayn (Saxon, iwegau). Two, 
both. 

Twilight, twi-lite (Saxon, twemilUit), 
A faint l^ht which prevails both in the 
evening after sunset, and in the morning 
before sunrise ; an obscure light ; an un- 
certain view ; imperfectly illuminated. 

Twill, twil. A fabric woven in such a 
manner as to mako diagonal ridges in the 
cloth. 

Twin, twin (Saxon). One of two pro- 
duced at a birtli ; bearing a very strong 
rcsemblanoo to another. 

Twinge, twinj (Butch, dmngen). A 
sharp, sudden pain ; a darting sensation ; 
a pinch. 

Twit, twit (Saxon, ecltriian, to re- 
proach). To romind of a fault; to re- 
proach ; to scotf at ; to mock ; to blame. 

Two-edged, too-ejd. Having an edge 
on both sidos. 

Two-fold, too-foldo. Double the 
number ; twice tlie quantity ; in a double 
degree. 

Tye. See Tie, 

Tympanum, timpah-num (Latin, 
tympanum, a drum, from Greek, (ypio, to 
beat). In anatomy, the barrel or drum of 
the ear. 

Type, tipe (Greek, typos, from the root 
of tap, typ(o, to beat, strike, or impress). 
A si^, sirmool, or mark of something. lu 
natural history, a term applied to the most 
strongly chfuracterisod species or genus of 
a group of plants or animals. In print- 
ing. letters cast in type-metal ; an 
emblem; that which represents something 
else ; that which pre-hgures. 

^phoon, ii-foon, or ti-poon (Greek, 
a whirlwind). . The name £^vea to 
a vidmhttrrioane, common in t^o Chinese 


Typhus, tife-us (Greek, typos, stupor), 
A form of continued fevei^ chameterised 
by extreme depression of tho nervous 
powers and imperfect reaction of tho 
vascular system, giving rise to changes and 
disorders in the ciroulating fluids and the 
various secretions. 

Typio, tip-ik ) (Greek, typos, a 

Typical, tip-ikkalj type). Bepro- 
sentod by some sign or symbol ; represent- 
ing something by a form, symbol, &c. ; 
omblomatic; figurative. 

Typography, ti-poggrah-fy (Greek, 
typos, a type ; grapho, to write). The art 
of printing, or of impressing letters and 
words on forms of typos. 

Tyrannicide, ti-rauny-side (Latin, 
tyrannus, a tyrant; ccedo, to kill). The 
act of killing a tyrant; ono who kills 
a tyrant. 

Tyrant, ti-rant (Latin, tyrannns). 
Among the ancients, this term denoted 
simply a king or monarch ; but the ill use 
made of their power by several kings 
altered the import of tho word, which now 
signifies an unjust or cruel prince ; a 
person who exercises unlawful authority, 
or lawful authority in an unlawful monne**; 
an exacting master ; a cruel superior ; an 
oppressor. 

T^ian, tirry-an. Belonging to or 
produced at Tyre; a purple colour, so 
called. 

Tyro, ti-ro (Latin, tiro). A young 
beginner; a bcgiimor in learning; one 
imperfectly acquainted with a subject. 


XTberous, yuberr-us (Latin, uher, an 
udder). Abundant; plentiful; copious; 
fruitful ; having a full supply. 

Ubication^ yewby-kayshun (Lat., vli, 
where). Tho state of boing in a place ; 
local relation. 

Ubiquity, yu-bikkwy-ty (Lat., uhigue, 
everywhere). Omnipresence ; existence 
everywhere at the same time ; colloquially 
applied to the faculty which an active ]^rson 
possesses of being in many places within a 
comparatively short space of time. 

Udder, ud-dur (Saxon, uder). ^ The 
glandular vessel which secretes milk in the 
cow and other large animals. 

Ukase, u-kase. In Knssia, a jK>yal 
order or imperial proclamation having the 
force of law. 
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TTlema) u4eemAh. In Turkey, a 
college ot eor{>oraiion composed of the 
imaumSy or ministers of religion , the 
muftis, or doctors of law, and the cadis, or 
admmistrators of justice; also, the name 
of a member of this body. 

Xnig^inous, u-lijjin-us (Latin, tiliffOf to 
moisten). Muddy; slimy; oozy. 

Ullage, ul-lnjc (Latin, ulligo, ooziness). 
In gauging, so much of a cask or other 
yessel as it wants of being full. 

XTlna, ul-nah (Greek, o7«<?71c, the cubit). 
The cubit ; the large bono of the fore'arm, 
so named from its being often used as a 
measure. 

Ulterior^ uUtcery>ur (Latin, ultra, be- 
yond). Further; l)iug beyond; some- 
thing more than appears at present ; some- 
thin kept in the back>ground. 

Xrltimate, uUy*mate (Latin, ultimus, 
last). Inti^nded as an end ; last in a train 
of consequence ; most remote ; happening 
subsequently; iiual. 

Ultima Thule, ulty-mah th€w-le. See 
Thule. 

Ultimatum, ulty-majtum (Latin). A 
final proposition or condition. In dip- 
lomacy, the final propositions, conditions, 
or terms, offered as the basis of a treaty. 

Ultimo, ulty-mo. The month preced- 
ing tho present; usually contracted into 
ulU 

UmbeL um-bel (Latin, inaM'a, a screen 
or fan). In botany, a niodo of llowering, 
which consists of several Hower-stalks, 
nearly equal in length, spread from ono 
centre, their surface forming a level, con- 
vex, or oven globose form. 

Umbo, um-bo (Latin). Tho bai's or 
protuberant part of a shikd. 

Umbrage, um-braje (Latin, umhra, a 
shade). Literally, a shade; hence, a 
gloomy suspicion ; a suspicion of an in- 
tended affront or off cnee. 

Umbrageous, um-bray^jus (Latin, 
umhra, shade). Shady ; forming a shade ; 
obscure; shading. 

Umpire, um-pire (Latin, tmpemm). A 
person to whose sole decision a con- 
troversy or question between parties is 
referred ; a thu’d person called in to decide 
a question submitted to arbitrators, when 
the ai'bitrators do not agree in opinion. 

Un. In composition, a prefix which 
implies negation, contrariety, dissolution, 
an act of privation, the absence of some- 
thing. It may be u^ as a prefix to almost 


every adjective, or noun formed from as 
adjective or adverb. In a few instancef 
it is prefixed to verbs. 

Unanimity, yownah-nimmy-tv (Latin, 
unus, one ; anima, mind). Concord ; agi'ee* 
ment ; conformity of sentiment ; unity o! 
action. 

Unanimous, u-nonny-mus (Latin, 
unus, one ; anima, mind^ Of one mind ; 
agreed to by all. 

Unattached, unnah-tatshd. A mili- 
tary torm for an officer wlio holds no fixed 
position in tho army, but who may be 
appointed at any moment to some definite 
post and service. 

Unawares, unnah-wairze. Unexpec- 
tedly ; suddenly ; before one is aware. 

Unbend, un-bend. To relax ; to 
slacken; to remit from a strain or exer- 
tion ; to set at ease for a time ; to put aside 
ceremony and hauteur. 

Unbosom, un-boozum. To open tho 
bosom , to disclose to another something 
which presses upon tho mind ; to disclose 
freely the feelings, passions, or desires. 

Uncial, un-shal (Latin, unciaXis), Per- 
taining to letters of a largo size ; belong- 
ing to letters of a round or hook- shaped 
form, used in ancient writings. 

Uncouth, im-koolh (Saxon, uncuth). 
Ill-mannered ; boorish ; unpolito ; awk- 
ward ; ungraceful ; odd ; strange. 

Unction, unk-shun (Latin, unciio, from 
ungo, to anoint). The act of anointing or 
nibbing with oil or other fatty matter ; 
anything soft or lenitive ; figuratively, that 
which excites piety and devotion ; warmth 
and tenderaosB of address ; divine grace. 

Unctuous, unk-tow-us (Latin, ungo, to 
anoint). Fat; oily; of a greasy nature; 
figuratively, soothing or softening; not 
harsh. 

Undecagon, un-dekkah-gon (Latin, 
undecim, eleven ; Greek, gonia, an angle). 
A geometrical figure of eleven sides and 
angles. 

U nder-current, undur-kurreut. Li to- 
rally, a current below the surface of the 
water; figuratively, applied to interest, 
action, Ac., which is subordinate to the 
main purpose or principal object. 

Undergo, under-go. Tc* suffer ; to bo 
put to the test ; to endure; to pass through ; 
to sustain without yielding or sinking. 

Under-graduate, undor-graddu-ate. 
A student wbo has not token his dogroe, 
See Clraduate. 
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Under-hand, undor-haud. Secret; 
covert; cunmnij; unfair towards 

another. 

Under-let, under-let. To let below the 
value ; to lot as a lessee or tenant. 

Under-lino, under line. To draw a 
line under certain words, to which the 
writer wishes to call particular attention. 

Underling, eundor-ling. An inferior 

in ofhco ; a mean' person. 

Undermine, under-mino. To exca- 
%’nto tho earth beneath : hence, figuratively, 
to destroy by clandestine means; to de- 
stroy by removing tho support, or sapping 
the foundation, a.s to ttndernu^tt tho health. 

Under-plot, und-ur-plot. A scries of 
events proceeding collaterally with the 
mam action of a play or story; a clan- 
destine |cbome. 

Underrate, under-rate. To rate or 
estimate below tho value; to esteem too 
low ; to dopreciato. 

Undersigned, undur-sined. In letters 
or other written uocumonts, the designa- 
tion of tho person whose name is signed 
at the foot of the document in which he is 
alluded to. 

Under-strapper. One who Birap$ or 
buckles to his work, that is, goes about it 
in earnest ; a lower workman ; a fag. 

Underway, ) undur-way. A nau- 

Underweigh, 3 tical term, denoting 
the state of a^ip after hho has weighed 
anchor and left her moorin<>^, ns a pro- 
Uwinory to sotting sail. 

Underwood, undur-wood (Saxon, 
mndemuder). Small trees and shrubs 
growing among large trees. 

Underwriter, under-ryter. In com- 
merce, an Insurer who underwHkSf or sub- 
soribos bis name to policie.s of insurance on 
ships, mmrohandiso, &c., for a stipulated 
sum, for which ho receives a premium, and 
consequently takes the risk upon himself, 
to the extent of the sum he insures. 

Undrese. un-dress. A negligent 
dress ; not mil dress ; dishabille ; dress 
worn by soldiers when off duty. 

UndnIatO, ffndu-late (Latin, unduia, 
a little wave). To roll as a wave ; to 
•lope alternately upward and downward, 
ns hill and valley ; to curve ; to bend out- 
ward and inward. 

Un&ignedly, un-Syned-ly. Sin- 
eerriy; imout hypeedsy: witho«| dis- 
gttlie. 


Unfold, un-folde. Lttemliy, to ii« 
move that which infolds or otiwnips; 
hence, to disclose; to discover; to reveal; 
to lay bare. 

Ungainly, un-gninly (Saxon, ungcMt), 
Awkward; clumsy; uitoouth; ungraceful 
in gait, appearance, or manuers ; wonting 
in expertnoss and dexterity. 

Unguent, un-jeweut (Lat., ungumlvrtCp 
Ointment ; a compound of substances^ one 
of which is oily or greasy. 

Unguioal, ung-gwiVkal (Tntin, 
a claw). Perbiinicg to a claw; reseinbliiig 
a claw. 

Unhinge, un-binje. To take off the 
hinges ; Mgilratively, to unbrace the 
nerves ; to disturb the equilibrium of tluf 
mind ; to render unsettled. 

Unicorn, yewny-kftm. An animal r.C 
whose actum exist^oc there are some 
doubts. It is represented as rgsombllng a 
small slender bor^, and having one hom : 
honce, itsnamo from the Lafin. tmuv. one: 
cornUi a hom. Tho uinoom is 'well Imowm 
as being one of tho supporters of the 
Bri* .sh arms. 

Uniform, yewny-form (Latin, unm, 
one ; format a form). Having ono form or 
shape ; keeping or preserving one manner, 
method, or design ; consistent ; unchange- 
able; unvariablo, 

Unigeniture, yowny-jenny-ture (Lat, 
unigenitus, only-begotten). The state of 
being the only-bcgotton. 

Unilateral, yewny-lattor-al (Latiu, 
unus, one ; latus, a side). Having one side 
only; being on ono side, or bolongingto 
ono party only ; growing on ono side only. 

Union Jack. Tlie national banner of 
Groat Britain, exhibiting the union of the 
crosses, which severally appear as those of 
tho patron saints of each country. Tho 
yf ora jack is probably derived from the sur- 
coat or jacqut of the soldier, which, is the 
Middle Ages, was usually emblazoned with 
the red cross of St. George. 

UniparouB, u-nipprii-rus (Latin, unu», 
one; pam, to bring forth). Produoingone 
at a birth. 

Unique, u-neok (French). Singular: 
without an equal ; sole ; single in its kind 
w excellence ; having nothing to reaemblt 

Unison, yewny-zun (Latin, «»«<, one ; 
joeo, to sound). Conoordance of sounds; 
one single sound; concord; agreemenl. 
In musioi a string of the same squml, 




tTnit, u<>n{t (Latin, nnus, one). Hie 
ftnmber one; any determinato ouantifcy, by 
the constant repetition of wbicn any other 
4nagnitude of the same kind is measured ; 
the least whole number ; a single thing or 
person. 

Unitarian, yownit-ary-an. Ono of a 
sect who deny the doctrine of the Trinity, 
and ascribe divinity to Ood the Father 
only. 

Universal, yowny-versal (Latin, uni- 
versutis). Extending to all ; general ; com- 
prehending all ; comprising all particulars ; 
total; whole. 

Universe, yewny- verse (Latin, u»t- 
vmtts, all). The whole system of created 
being and things ; the system of the world; 
the world itself.* 

University, y e*rny- versy-ty. A name 
applied to a national establishment for a 
liberal education, wherein professors in the 
several branches of science and polite 
literature are maintained, and where de- 
grees or honours attached to the attain- 
ments of scholars are conferred. It is 
colled univernttff or univcrml sckooly as in- 
tended to embrace the whole compass of 
study. 

Univocal; yewny-rokal (lAtin, unm, 
ono; mr, voice). Having one meaning 
only ; pursuing one tenor ; certain ; regular ; 
fixed. 

Unlettered, uaxlotterd. Unloomod ; 
untaught ; ignorant. 

Unravel, un-rowel. To disentangle; 
to disonga^ or separate threads which are 
knit ; to door up a mystery ; to explain 
away difficulties; to free from complica- 
tion. 

Untoward, un-tawrd. Perverse ; in- 
convenient; unmanageable; not easily 
guided or taught. 

Unutterable, un-uttorah-bl. That 
cannot be uttered or expressed ; not per- 
mitting the power of utterance. 

Unvarnished, un-vahmisht. Not 
overlaid with varnish; not adorned; un- 
embetlished; plain; bare. 

Unwittingly, un-witting-ly. With- 
out consciousness ; in ignorance. 

Upas, u-pas.^ The name of an East 
[ndian tree, the juice of which is a deadly 
loison. This tree is fabled as blighting au 
vegetation within its vicinity, and destroy- 
ug all living creatures that approach it. 

Upbraid, up-brade (Saxon, upge- 
ndan). To reproach; to repave; to 


chide ; to charge with something wrong or 
disgraceful. 

Upholder, up-holdur. A supporter; 
a sustainer ; an undertaker ; one who pro- 
vides for funerals. 

Upland, up-land (Saxon, up lan(f)„ 
High land; ground elevated above the 
mo^ows and intervals which lie on the 
banks of rivers near the sea or between hills. 

Uranography, yewran-ojagrah-fy 
(Greek, onmuos, heaven ; grapho, to write), 
A description of the heavens. 

Uranology, yewran-ollo-jy (Greek, 
ouranos, heaven ; Sof/oSf a discourse). The 
science of the heavens ; astronomy. 

Urbanity, ur-banny-ty (Latin, urhs, a 
city). Cinlity ; courtesy ; politeness ; 
suavity of manner ; good brooding. 

Urchin, ur-chin. A name given to a 
child. 

Urgent, ur-jout. Pressing ; earnest ; 
importunate ; demanding immediate atten- 
tion ; requiring instant remedy or assdst- 
anoe. 

Ursa, ur-sah (Latin). The bear. In 
astronomy, ursa Major, the great bear; 
uvsa minor, the little bear. 

Ursine, ur-sino. Pertaining to or 
resembling a bear. 

Ursuline, ursew-line. Relating to an 
order of nuns, who observe the rule of St. 
Ursula. 

Usance, u-zanso. In commerce, a 
period of time after the date of a bill of 
exchange allowed for payment of the same. 

Usher, ush-ur (French, kumier). One 
who introdiicos strangers, or walks before 
persons of hiirh rank, to prepare for their 
reception. From the Latm, ostiariua, one 
who stands at a door for the purpose of 
introducing strangers or visitors : and 
hence an under-t^her, or one who in- 
troduces or initiates young scholars in the 
rudiments or elements of learning. 

Usquebaugh, udewy-baw (Irish, 
ui»je, water ; beatha, of life). The origin 
of the word whisky, and applied in the 
same manner as agua vitas, or eau de vie* 

Ustiou, ust-yun (Latin, uttus, from uro, 
to bum). In surgery, the aot of burning ; 
the state of being burned. 

Usuoaption, yuzu-kfipshun ^ (Latin, 
uswt, use ; cajno, to take). In civil law, a 
term denoting the acquisition of property 
in anything by possession and enjoyment 
fora certain teno of years, or such tenii< 
M is prescribed hv law. 
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Usuf5ruct, yusii-frukt (Ijatin, tutu, use; 
fructus, fruit). In law, tho temporary uso 
m)d enjoyment of lands and tenements, or 
the ri^ht of rooeivin?: the fruits and 
>rofits of land, or other thin^, without 
lavinjf tho right to alienate or c^nge the 
property. 

Usurp, U'zurp (Latin, nsurpo, from 
»M'or, to use). To seize and take possession 
of by force an<l contrary to right ; to 
possoBS without right ; to assume the func- 
tions of another unjustly and against the 
popular will. 

Usury, yowzhur-ry (Latin, tutira^ in- 
forest given for tho me of money lent). 
Illegal or oxcessivo interest for money 
lent ; the practice of taking illegal interest 
for money. 

Ut, ut. In music, tho first of tho 
musical syllables. 

Utensil, u-tensil (French, ufemile). An 
instrument or vessel for any purpose or 
tise ; a tool ; an implement. 

Uterine, yutur-Ine (Latin, utertu, the 
womb). Pertaining to the womb. In civil 
law, a uterine brother or sister is one bom 
of the same mother. 

Utilitarian, u-tilly-tary-an (Lat,,«tor, 
to uso). Pertaining to utility ; contributing 
to usefulness ; ono who cousiders utility ; 
the end or purpose of moral virtue. 

Utility, u*tiUy-ty (Latin, utor, to uso). 
Usefulness ; convenience ; advantage ; 
profit ; production of good ; valuable end. 

Uti Possidetis, yewtl-possy-deetcs 
(Latin, "as you possess).” In politics, a 
treaty by which belligoront parties aro left 
in possession of what they have acquired 
during the war. 

Utopian, u-tope-yan. An imaginary 
place or country; a plaoe of imaginary 
happiness ; ideal ; chimerical ; fanciful. 
The word is derived from Utopia, a title 
given by Sir Thomas More to one of his 
works, in which he treats of an imaginary 
place or country. Tho term has its origin 
in the Greek, eu, good ; iopon, a plaoe. 

Ultra, ult-rah (Latin). Beyond ; sur- 
passing or going beyond others ; hence, in 
politics or party warfare, those who push 
to the extremest point the opinions of 
their party, as an ft/^m-Liberal or ultra- 
iRadiom. 

Ultra-marine, uI-trah-inahrS§n (Latin, 
ultra, beyond : marinus, sea-colour). A 
bine pimnent ootained from the lazulite, a 
vdneraT of great beauty, and of various 


shades of colour, tho only one which re- 
sembles in purity the blue of the prismatit 
spectrum. 

Ultra-montane, ultrah-montane (Lat. , 
ultra, beyond ; montanus, a moimtain). 
Situated beyond the mountains ; a name ap- 
plied by the Italians to certain theologians 
and jurists of countries beyond the Alps. 

Ultra-mundane, ultrah-mfindane 
(Latin, ultra, beyond; tnundtu, the world). 
Being beyond the world ; beyond the 
habitable globe. 

Utter, ut-tur (Saxon, utter). Situate 
on tho outer or exterior side ; at a distance 
from tho centre ; out of any place ; ex- 
treme ; remote ; unlimited ; unrestricted. 

Utter, ut-tur. Literally, to put out or 
send forth ; bonce, to express ; to tell ; to 
pronounce ; to circulate ; to publish 
abroad ; to put off or cause to pass in com- 
morco,asto uttei' base coin or a forged note. 

Uvula, yuvu-lah (Latin). The name 
given to a small spongy substance situated 
at tho back of the palate, so called from its 
resomblanco to the form of a grape [uva). 

Uxorious, ng-zory-us (Latin, uxor, a 
wife). Submissively fond of a wife ; be- 
traying silly fondness for a wife. 

V 

Va, vah. An Italian word, used in 
musical compositions, as a direction to pro- 
ceed, as va crescendo, " go on increasing.” 

Vacancy, v5ykan-sy (Latin, vacans). 
Empty space ; a place or office not oc- 
cupiea ; void space between bodies ; leisure 
or relaxation ; time of listlessness, or 
emptiness of thought. 

Vacation, vay-kayshun (Latin, vaeo, 
to be at leisure). Intermission ; leisure ; 
recess. In legal matters, tho interval be- 
tween the conclusion of one term and the 
commencement of another. In ecclosiav 
tical affairs, tho time from the death of tl e 
last incumbent of a benefice till the ap- 
pointment of a successor. 

Vaccinate, vaksin-ato (Latin, vaeca, a 
cow). To inoculate with a virus or matter 
taken from a cow. 

Vacillate, vassil-late (Latin, vacillo, to 
stagger). To waver ; to move to and from ; 
to have an unsteady motion ; to be incon- 
stant; to want decision, resolution, or 
firmness. 

Vacuity, va-kewy-ty (Saxon, vacuum). 
State of emptiness ; space void of xoatter; 
in^lty ; want of reality. 
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Vacuum, rakku-ura (Latin). Empty 
space, void of matter or body of any kina, 
boiid or fluid. 

Vade mecum, vaydy-meeknm (Latin, 
v<td£f go ; mecuTrif with me). A term nsod 
ns the tiUe of a book which is familiar and 
concise in its instructions or directions ; a 
book of constant reference and convenient 
size. 

Vagabond, vaggah-bund (Latin, va^oi\ 
to wander). Wandering; wanting a home 
or settled occupaiion ; one who wanders 
from his place ; an outcast ; a vagrant. 

Vagary, va-gayry (Latin, vagus, 
wimdering). A wild freak or frolic ; a 
wandering ; a whim ; a wandering of the 
thoughts ; an unsettled state of the mind. 

Vagrant, vay-grant (Latin, vagoi', to 
wander). A wanderer; a vagabond; one 
who roams from place to place, and depends 
upon chance charity for support. 

Vague,, vayg (Latin, vagus, wandering). 
Unsetuod; wandering; indefinite; pro- 
ceeding from no known authority; trace- 
able to mere report, as a vague nnnour. 

Vails, vaylz (from avail). Money given 
to servants ; profits which accrue to officers 
and servants, exclusively of salary and 
wages. 

Vain, vane (Latin, vanus). Empty ; 
having no substance or reality ; proud of 
little things ; worthless ; without oflect ; 
to no end or purpose ; fruitless ; empty. 

V ain-glory, vane-glory. Empty pride ; 
pride above merit; vanity; too high an 
estimate of one’s own achievements. 

Valance, val-ans. The drapery hang- 
ing round the tester and head of a bed ; 
the fringes of curtains. Said to bo from 
Valencia, where the material was originally 
manufactured. 

Vale, vale (Latin, vallis). A hollow 
between hills ; a valley ; a dale. 

Valedictory, vally-diktur-ry (Latin, 
vale, farewell ; dico, to say). Bidding 
farewell ; applied to a speech, address, 
discourse, made at pacing. 

Valet, val-ay (French). A gentleman’s 
servant ; a footman. Valet de chambre, a 
servant immediately attached to a gende- 
man’s penKm, assisting in dressing and un- 
dressing, and attending to every kind of 
personal comfort and convenience. 

Valetudiniiaiau,vaMy-tcwdy>nSry-aa 
(Latin, vedatudo, sicknesa). A person 
whose bodily si^ or (xmoition requires 
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cai*e or cure : a sickly or infirm person ; an 
invalid. 

Valiant, val-yant (Latin, valere, to bo 
strong, or able). Bold ; brave *, cou- 
rageous ; intrepid in danger ; heroic ; per- 
formed with valour. 

Valid, val-id (Latin, valeo, am 
strong.) ” Possessed of sufficiont strength 
or force ; weighty ; conclusive ; having 
force; powerful in argument ; good in law. 

Valise, val-oeso (French). A kind of 
portmanteau ; a leather rocoptaclo for 
clothing and personal requirements in 
travel. 

Vallar Crown. A crown bestowed 
among the Romans upon him who was the 
first to enter the enemy’s camp. 

Valley, val-ly (French, vallie). Low 
ground, lying between hills ; ground lying 
low in relation to that adjoining ; a dale ; 
a dingle ; a dell. 

Vallum, val-lum (Latin). A trench; a 
wall ; a trench and parapet with which the 
Romans fortified their walls. 

Valour, val-ur (Tjatiu, valor, worth). 
Personal prowess or bravery ; used formerly 
to express woHh, Presence of mind ; 
bravery; courage; intrepidity. 

Valuation, vallu-ayshun (Latin, valor, 
worth). An estimate of the value of any- 
thing ; an appraisement ; act of assessing 
tho value. 

Value, val-yu (Latin, valor, worth). 
Worth; tho o.stimated or rated worth; 
that quality which renders a thing useful ; 
price eaual to the worth of a thing ; high 
rate oi estimation; intrinsic goodness; 
precise signification. 

Valve, valv (jAtin, valvw, folding 
doors). A kind of lid or cover of a tube or 
vessel, so contrived as to open one way, 
but which, the more forcibly it is pressed 
the other, the closer it idiuts the aperture, 
so that it either admits the entrance of 
fluid into a tube or vessel, and prevents its 
return, or it allows it to escape, and pre- 
vents its le-entranoe; one of the pieces or 
divisions in ceitain shells. 

Vamp, vamp. To patch old with new ; 
to repair anything old or worn-out, so as to 
make it pass for new. 

Vampire, vam-pire. In zoblo^, a 
species of large bat, which is repute to 
destroy men and animals by sucking tbdr 
blood: also, tfa* name given to an imiig|> 
nary demon, which, in some parts of Oer« 



many and Hungary, was believed to su^k 
human blood; ngurutively, an extortioner. 

Van* van (French, avant, from Latin, 
Vfinio, to come). The foremost part of an 
army; the front or first line of a fleet; 
anyihinff spread wide, by which the wind 
is raised, as the sail of a windmill ; a largo 
covered wagon for carrying goods. 


Voxidal, vand^al. The name of a race 
of |>eople who came from the north of 
Eurofie, and during the fourth and fifth 
centuries became very powerful in several 
parts of the world. Thejj were noted for 
their ferocity and barbarism, which they 
more particularly displayed by destroying 
all the monuments of literature and art 


which came within their reach ; hence, the 
term is applied to any person who betrays 
great ignorance, ferocity, or barbarism. 


Vandalism, vandal-izm. Ferocious 
cruelty ; disregard for life and property ; 
hostility to the arts, literature, and civilisa- 
tion generally. 

Vandyke, van-dike. A handkerchief 
for the neck with indentations and points, 
as seen in the portraits of persons painted 
by Van Dyck, in the roign of Charles 
I ; the mdenced or scolloped form of any- 
thing, after tho manner of Van Dyck; to 
ornament by forming indentations. 


Vane, vane (Dutch, vr/aji). A plate 
placed on a pivot to turn with the wind, 
and to show from what direction the wind 
is blowing ; a weather-cock. In ships, a 
piece of bunting used for a like purpose, 
and having tho same name. 

Van^finiard, van-gard. In military 
affairs, the front or first line of an army. 

Vanquish, vank-wish (Fr., vaincre). 
To ovei^ower ; to conquer ; to subdue ; to 
defeat in any contest ; to refute in argu- 
ment. 

Vantage, vant-aje (from advaatoye). 
Gain; superiority; superior means of 
action or defence. Vantage-gr<mn4t a posi- 
tion or state which oonfeiis advantage. 

Vapid, vap-id (Latin, vwpidm). Spirit- 
less; dead; fiat; deprived of life and 
auinciation. 

Vapour, vay-pur (Latin, vapor). An 
elastic fiuid renaered aeriform by host; an 
exhalation ; fume ; steam ; figuratively, 
vain imagination ; whim ; spleen. In the 
pftira/, vapours, a disease of a hypochon- 
adrlacal oharacter, supposed to be produced 
by fiatttlence ; something unreal or tran- 


Variable, vary-a-bl (Latin, vatid, Is 
diversify). Changeable ; fickle ; ioooii* 
slant ; susceptible of change ; liable to 
alter; inclining to change. In mathe- 
matics, va%'lable ov entities ore such quan- 
tities as are continually increasing or 
decreasing. 

Variance, vary-ans (Latin, vario, to 
change). Any alteration or change of 
condition; disagreement; dissension; dis- 
cord. 

Variation, vary-ayshun (Latin, verno, 
to change). Chan^; difference; muta- 
tion ; deviation. Variation of f/ts compact, 
tho deviation of the magnetic needle from 
its parallel with tho meridian, or east and 
west of tho true north and south poles. 
Variation in music, a difference in per- 
forming tho same air, either by subdivi- 
sion of its notes or by the addition of 
graces. 

Varicose, van^-koze (Latin, varicoms). 
Diseased with dilation; pretematurally 
enlarged or permanently dilated, us ap- 
plied to the veins. 

Variegate, vary-a-gate (Latin, variun, 
different). To diversify; to tint with 
vainous colours ; to alter external ap- 
pearances. 

Variorum, vary-omm. A name given 
to certain editions of tho Greek and Latin 
authors, containing tiio notes of various 
critics. 

Varlet, var-Iet (old French, varlet, 
whence the modem term of valet). Ori- 
ginally, a servant ; now used as a woi*d of 
reproach, to convey the idea of a worthless 
person ; a scoundrel ; a rascal. 

Vascular, vasku lar (Latin, vasculum, 
diminutive of vas, a vessel). Consisting of 
vessels within which fluids are confined, 
and by which their force and their velocity 
are reflated. In botany, the vascular 
system is that portion ol the tissue of 
plants which is destined for the convey- 
ance of air. 

Vase, vahze (Latin, vets, a vessel). A 
vessel usually intended for ornamental 
purposes, and decorated witn sculpture, 
flowers, &o. In architecture, a solid piece 
of oruumental marble. 

Vassal, vas-sal (Welsh, ^as, a young 
man. or page). One who holds land of a 
superior, and owes fealty to him; the 
holder of a fief, by fealty and service of a 
feudal lord ; a subject or dependent. 

Vast, vahst (Latin vastus). Great; 
stupendous ; numerous ; widely extended * 



spacious to excess; ample; enormous; 
huge ; mighty. 

Vat, vat (Saxon, fal). A vessel for 
holding beer, wine, &c., during the 
intervm of preparation. 

Vatican, vatty-kan. One of the hills 
iOi which the city of Rdme is built, and 
on which stands a celebrated palace of the 
Pope, that bears the same name ; at the foot 
of the hill is the cathedral of St. Peter, to 
which the term Vatican is also extended. 

Vaticide, vatty-side (Latin, rates, a 
prophet ; cado, to kill). Ibo murderer of 
a prophet. 

Vaticinate, va-tifisy-iiate (Latin, rates, 
a prophet). To prophesy; to foretell; to 
practise prediction. 

Vaudeville, vode-veel. In French 
poet:pr, a species of song, frequently of a 
satirical turn, consisting of several couplets 
and a refrain, introduced into the.atrical 
pieces ; also, a short comic piece, inter- 
spersed with such songs, for tlie theatre. 

Vault, vawlt (Italian, volti). A con- 
tinued arch ; a collar ; a cave ; an arched 
roof, so contnvod that the stouos which 
form it sustain each other. 

Vault, vawlt (Italian, voHare). To 
leap ; to jump ; to exhibit feats of tum- 
bling ; to arch or cover with a vault. 

Vaunt, vawnt (French, vanier'). To 
boast ; to display in an ostentatious 
manner ; to make a vain display of one’s 
worth or attainments. 

Veda, ve-daw (Sanscrit, vid, to know). 
The name of the collective body of the 
Hindoo sacrod writings, which are divided 
mto four parts, or vedas. 

Vedette, vo-det (French, from Latin, 
viden'e, to see). A sentinel on har.soback, 
or n horseman stationed on the outpo.st of 
an anny, to watch the enemy, ana give 
notice of danger. 

Veer, veer (Dutch, viei'en). To turn 
about; to change direction. In naviga- 
tion, to change the course of a ship from 
one board to the other, so as to turn the 
stem to windward ; figxirativoly, to change 
political principle ; to shift from one opinion 
to another. 

Vegetable, Toj'jet-o-bl (Latin, vtgeo, to 
grow). A plant, or organised body, con- 
sisting of various imito, taking in its 
nourishment usually by a root, and increas- 
ing its dimensions by growth ; belonging 
consisting of, or having the nature of 


plants ; destitute of sense and voluntary 
motion, as opposed to animal. 

V egetable kingdom. A term applied 
to that department of Nature which em- 
braces the various organised bodies to 
which we indifferently g^ve the names of 
vegetables and plants. 

Vegetation, vejjy-tayshun (Latin, 
veffBo, to grow). Growth, as of plants; 
vegetables and plants in general. 

Vehemence, ve-heemens (Latin, 
vehemens, from veAo, to carry or drive). 
Violence; mental lervour; force; im- 
petuosity; ardour. 

Vehicle, Toohv-kl (Latin, vMndam, 
from veho, to carryh That on which any- 
thing may bo carried ; a carriage ; a con- 
veyance; figuratively, any medium by 
vrhich communications are made. In me- 
dicine, anvtliing in which medicine is ad- 
ministered. 

VeD, vale (Latin, vdum, a covering or 
curtain). A cover worn to protect or con* 
ceal the face ; anything usra to screen or 
cover ; a disguise ; a mask ; a blind. 

Vein, vane (Latin, vena). In anatomy, 
a vessel which receives the blood brought 
by the arteries, and candes it back to the 
heart. In geology and mineralogy, fissurea 
in rocks, tilled up by mineral or metallic 
substances, differing from the rocks in 
which they arc situated; a line streak 
in vegetable or mineral bodies, as the 
veins of marble ; metaphor Ic&llv, tondoncy 
or turn of mind ; tho time when any in- 
clination is strongest; humour or tempera* 
ment. 

Vellication, velly-kayshun (Lat., wlh, 
to pull). A plucking or twitching; con- 
vulsive motion of a muscular fibre. 

Vellum, vel-lum (Latin, vituHmu, 
calf’s skin). Fine parchment; the skin of 
a calf, dressed for writing upon, for book- 
binding, &0. 

Velocipede, ve-lossy-peed (Lat, velox, 
swift ; pes, foot). A venide consisting of 
a slight frame resting upon wheels, ana so 
constructed that a person seated in it may 
both propel and guide It. 

Velocity, ve-lossy-ty (Latin, velodtat, 
from volo, to fly). Swiftness ; speed ; qalek* 
ness of motion. In natund philoso^ v, 
that affection or motion by which a body 
moves over a given space in a given tiina. 

Venal, ve-nal (Latin, venalie, saleable). 
That may be sold or bought ; procnrablf 
by a bribe; raorccpary; 
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Venality, vo-nally*ty (Latin, venalisy 
■aleai)la). A disposition to do anything for 
gain, or to bo influenced by bribes; barter* 
wg hi justice, office, &c., for money. 

Venary, vennar-ry (Latin, venor, to 
himt). The sport of hunting ; relating to 
\untlng. 

Vend, vend (Latin, vendo. to sell). To 
sell ; to offer for sale ; to deliver or trans- 
fer to another ; to exchange for money. 

Vendee, ven-dee. One to whom any- 
thing is sold. 

Vender, vcn-dur. ) The person v.ho 

Vendor, ven-dor. j soils a thing, 
whether os his own, or as agent for an- 
other. 

Veneer, vo-neer (Lstin. venat a vein). 
To inlay with wood, so as to give the ap- 
pearance of veins; to overlay with a thin 
coating of superior wood. 

Veneflcial, venny-fishal (Lat. , rsweawm, 
poison ; fado, to make). Acting by poison ; 
bewitohing. 

Venerable, venny-ra-bl (Latin, vema^ 
pardon, leave, or licence ; oro, to pray). 
Worthy of reverence ; to bo regarded with 
awe; commanding respect by reason of 
old age; rendered sacred by religious 
associations. 

Veneration, vonny-rayahun (Latin, 
wneraHo), The highest degree of reve- 
rence ; respect with awe ; exalted honour 
and esteem. 

Venesection, venny-sekshun (Latin, 
vena, a vein; eectio, a cutting). The act 
of opening a vein ; blood-letting. 

Venetian, vo-nooshan. Pertaining to 
Venice; a native of Venice; a production 
of Venice, 

Vengeance, vonj-ans (French, venger, 
to revenge).^ Kotribution ; punishment for 
previous injury; severe punishment; re- 
tfldiation. 

Venial, veen-yal (Latin, venia, pardon). 
A pardonable error; a slight fault, that 
may bo forgiven, excused, or suffered to 
.p«BS without censure. VeniaX ein, in 
Aomish theology, a sin which does not de- 
stroy sanctifying grace. 

Venire fiaoias. ve-i^fashy-us (Lat.). 
In law, a judicial writ directed to the 
sheriff, to cause a jury to come or appear 
in the neighbourhood where a cause is 
brought to issue, to try the same. 

Venison, venny-zn (French, venaison, 
from lAtin, venaho, hunting). literally, 
game taken In hunting ; hence, ih9 flesh of 
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a deer ; the flesh of such animals as are 
taken in the chase. 

Venom, ven-um (Latin, venenum, 
poison). Poison ; poisonous matter ; figu- 
ratively, malice ; spite ; malignity ; that 
which poisons or embitters life. 

Venous, ve-nus (Latin, vena, a vein). 
Veiny ; consisting of veins ; per^ning to 
veins; contained in veins, as verums blood. 

Vent, vent (Latin, venUi^f, the wind). A 
spiracle or air-hole; an aperture or pas- 
sage ; an opening for emission ; a way of 
escape ; passage from secrecy to notice ; 
public declaration; escape of pent-up 
feeling. 

Ventiduct, vonty-dukt (Latin, ventus, 
the wind; dtico, to lead). In building, a 
passage for wind or air ; a subterraneous 
passage or spiracle for ventilating apart- 
ments. 

Ventilate, venty-late (Latin, ventus, 
the wind). To cause the air to pass 
through; to fan with the wind; figura- 
tively, to examine; to* discuss; to afford 
opportunity for open discussion. 

Vent-peg, An instrument fitted to 
the small aperture of vessels containing 
liquids, which, upon being raised or with- 
drawn, admits the air to the surface of the 
liquid to be drawn off, and by thus bring- 
ing pressure to bear, causes the liquid to 
flow freely. 

Ventricle, ventry-kl (Lat., ventricitlns, 
from venter, the belly). In anatomy, a 
term applied to a cavity in an animal body, 
especially to certain cavities in the heart 
and brain. 

Ventriloquism, ven-trillo-kwizm > 

Ventriloquy, ven-trillo-kwy f 
(Latin, vented' ^ the belly ; lognw, to speak). 
A term applied to a manner of speaking, 
practised by some persons, in such a man- 
ner as to imitate other voices and sounc s, 
and to give the appearance of those voices 
and sounds proceeding from various dis- 
tances and (ufferent localities. A person 
when {practising this art, in order to aid the 
deceprion^ keeps his mouth closed, so that, 
to a certain extent, the voice may be said 
to come from the stomach. 

Venture, ven-tnre (Latin, veftkJtnrue, 
about to become or happen). A specula- 
tion; a hazard; an undertaking embarked 
in with the knowledge that loss is equally 
as likely to ensue as profit ; an uncertainty ; 
aohaaoe. 

Venue; ven-yu (NcimMm French, viene, 
from the Latin, vicinia, a vicinity or neigh- 


botirhood). In law, tlio oountjr m ^tich 
an action is to bo tried, which is specified 
in all material allegations in thepkAdings; 
a near place or neighbourhood. 

Verac.ty, ve-rassy-ty (Latin, twivia.*, 
truth). Scmpulous regard for truth; in- 
variable observance of truth ; honesty of 
report; truth; integrity; fidelity in relation. 

'Veranda, ve-randah. A word derived 
>om the East, signifying an open portico, 
formed by extending a sloping roof beyond 
the main building. 

Verb, verb (Latin, verhinif the word). 
A part of speech, which serves to mark 
distinctly the connection which we wish to 
give to our ideas, or what wo mean to my 
of anything. The verb, under some one dr 
other of its forms, is necessary for the de- 
velopment of the different puiposos of 
speech ; by it we express action, motion, 
suffering, or a request or command to do 
or forbear anything. 

Verbal, verb-al. Spoken ; not writ- 
ten ; by word of mouth ; ros^ting words 
only ; minutely exact in words ; literal. 

Verbatim, verb-fiytim (liatln). Word 
for word ; rendered literally ; a report of 
words as they were spoken ; an exact copy 
of any writing. 

Verbiage, vorb-yaje (French). Empty 
discourse or writing ; a great many words 
with little or no sense attached; wordi- 
ness; redundancy. 

Verboseness, vor-bose-ness. ) Co- 

Verbosity, ver-b'-^sy-ty. ) pious- 
ness of words ; suberabundanco of words ; 
verbiage. 

Verdant, verd^ant (Latin, viridu, 
green). Green; fresh; flourishing in 
growth; youthful. 

Verd-antique, verdan-toek (French). 
A term given to the green incrustation on 
ancient coins of brass and copper; a 
species of green marble. 

Verdict^ ver-dikt (Latin, verus, true ; 
dictum, saying). The decision of a jury ; 
colloquially, ihe judgment of the majority; 
the opinion of the public ; the result of 
delib^tlon. 

Verdigris, verdy-grees (French, verd, 
green; gru, grey). A rust of copper, 
formed of the conotion of the metia! by 
an add. 

Verditer, verdy-tur (French, verd, 
green ; terre, earth). Api^ent of a blue 
or bluish-gieen colour; an aeure blue 
nincrsl. 


Verecund, veny-kund (Latin, verv» 
emdus). Modest; bashful; timid; simple. 

Verge, verj,(Latm, ver^o. tolietowaids). 
A border ; an edge ; a bnnk ; the extreme 
side or end of a thing of some ektont. 
Verge of the court, the bounds of the juris- 
diction of the lord-steward of the royal 
household. 

Verger, verj-nr (Latin, viroa, a rod). 
An of6cer of a cathedral or cnurch. vho 
carries the mace before a dean or dignitary ; 
one who bears a rod or mac^. 

Verify, verry-fl (Latin, vet'us, true; 
facto, to make). To prove true; to con- 
firm ; to fulfil, as a prediction ; to establish. 

Verisimilitude, vony-se*milly-tCLde 
(Latin, venu, true ; tlmilis, liko). Kosom- 
blanoe to truth: probability; likelihood; 
within the bounds of possibility. 

Verity, verry-ty (French, veriiS). 
Truth; reality; a true assertion; con- 
sonance of thoughts with words; oon- 
foimity to facts. 

Verjuice,vor-juso(Fionoh,«Jcrrf, green ; 
jm, juice). The juico of green fruits ; an 
acid liquor obtained from crab-apples, sour 
grapes, kc., principally used in sauces and 
ragouts. 

Vermicelli, vermy-cholly (Italian, 
vei'micello, a little worm). A species of 
wheaten paste, formed into long, slender 
tubes or threads (resembling worms), used 
in .soups. 

Vermicular, ver-mlkk‘u-lar (Latin, 
vermis, a worm). Shaped like or having 
the clutfactcristics of a worm; having a 
motion like that of a worm. 

Vermilion, ver-milyun (French). A 
I fine red colour; a bi-sulphuret of mercury ; 
I cochineal. 


Vermin, vor-min. A term applied to 
animals, whether quadrupeds, reptiles, 
worms, or insects, which are injurious to 
vegetation or obnoxious to man ; all sorts 
of small destructive animals. 

Vernacular, ver-nfikku-lar (Latin, 
vemaculus, bom at homo). Native ; 
indigenous; peculiar to a country or 
family ; belonging to the person by birth 
or nature. 


, Vernal, vem*al (La-tin, vertialu, firom 
ver, the Spring)!. B^onging to — * — 


appearing in the, s^ng; pertaining 
youth, verrml egmndx, the ^uliioz in the 
month of March. 


Vernier, ver-neer. Agrednatedindak 
to an Mtmeottdcia instruiMih 




which subdivides the smsilest division of 
any scale with greater accuracy than can 
be obtained by mniple estimation of a frac* 
tional part, as indicated by a pointer. 

Veronica, ver-onny*kah. A portitdt 
or representation of our Saviour on a hand- 
kerchief, preserved as a relic in St. Poter*s 
at Rome. The legend is that a holy woman 
(St. Veronica) wi|)ed the perspiration from 
the face of our Saviour, when toiling to 
Calvary, upon a napkin she held in her 
band, and which miraculously received the 
impression of bis features. 

Verrucous, vSmi-kus (Latin, veiruca^ 
a wart). Having little excrescences or 
warts on the surface. 

Versatile, versah-tile (Latin, vti'taiilut 
from ver^or, to turn). That may or can be 
turned ; turning with ease and readiness 
from one thing to another; capable of 
turning to any point or any object ; able 
to sustain numerous characters; pos- 
sessing abiUties of an opposite nature; 
changeable; variable; unsteady; fickle. 

VersiHcation, ven^-fe-k&yshun 
(Latin, versuitf a verse; /am, to make). 
The art or practice of making verses; a 
eompoidtion consisting of verses. 

Version, ver-shun (Latin, verno, the 
act of turning). A translation of some 
book or writing out of one language into 
another ; a distinct rendering or reading of 
a work ; mode of relation ; mode of com- 
munioaUng partioulars; form of ex- 
pression. 

Verst, verst. A Russian measure of 
length, equal to 3,600 feet, or 1,106^ yards. 

Versus, ver-sus (LaUn). Against; 
opposed to; a term frequently used in | 
legal matters, as Brown vernu Smith ; that 
is. Brown, as plaintiff, brings an action 
ttgainti Smith, as defendant 

Versute, ver-sute. Crafty; cunning; 
wily. 

Vert, vert ('French, vert'). Anything 
that bears a green leaf; anything of a 
green colour. In heraldry, one of the 
tinctures employed in emblazonry, of a 
green colour. In the forest laws, every- 
thing that grows and bears a green leaf 
wittun the forest. 

. Vertebra, rerty-brah (Latin, verta, to 
turn). In anatomy, a joint of the spine or 
back^booe of an animal. Veridiras, in the 
plural, is oommonly used to designate the 
whole spine. 

Vertebrate, verty-braytah (Latin, 
yiriftru), The mm ^ren to one of. the 


great divisions of the animal kingdom, in- 
cluding animals having a vertebral column 
connected with the bnun, as the mammalia, 
birds, reptiles, and fishes. 

Vertex, ver-teks (Latin, verto, to turn). 
The top of anything ; the zenith, or point 
over the head ; the point of a cone, pyra- 
mid, or angle. 

Vertical, vSrtik-al (Latin, vertex, that 
which turns). Peri>endicular to the plane 
of the horizon, being in tlm zenith, or per- 
pendicularly over head; a line immediately 
over head. 

Verticity, vor-tissy-ty (Latin, wrto, to 
turn). The power of turning ; rotation ; 
revolution; the property of the load- 
stone. by which it turns to some particular 
point. 

Vertiginous, ver-tiggin-us (Latin, 
vertiginomi). Giddy ; rotatory ; turning 
round. 

Vertigo, verty-go, orvortl-go (TMin, 
verto, to turn). Giddiness ; or a disease 
wherein objects, although fixed, appear to 
turn round, attended with a fear of falling 
and dimness of sight. 

Vesication, vessy-kayshun (Latin, 
vesica, a blister or bladder). The process 
of raising blisters on the skin. 

Vesicle, vessy-kl (Latin, vesica, a 
blister or bladder). A little bladder ; an 
elevation of the outer skin, separate from 
the inner skin, and filled with some 
humour. 

Vesper, ves-pur (Latin, vesperus). The 
evening star; the evening. 

Vespers, ves-purz (Latin, vesmrus). 
The evening song or service in the Koman 
Catholic Church. 

Vespertine, vesper-tine (Latin, vee- 
fiertiwus). Pertaining to the evening ; per- 
formed in the evening; oocurring in the 
evening. 

Vessel, ves-sel (French, vaiselle, from 
Latin, vas, a vase). A receptacle for 
liquids; a part of an animal body which 
contains any particular fluid ; any vehicle 
by which things are conveyed on tlie water ; 
a canal or tube for containing and convey- 
ing liquids ; anything which contains. 

Vestal, vest-al. • Pertaining to Vesta, 
the goddess of tire ; chaste ; pure ; de- 
noting pure virginity. A vestal vx^'gin, in 
antiquity, was a vixgin consecrated to 
Vesta, and appointed to watch the sacred 
fire, which was kept burning ]r>orf>etually on 
the altar ; the vestals were six m nun ber 
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md wore bound by a tow of perpetual 
ehaatity. 

Vested, vest-ed. Established ; fixed ; 
sot in a state of contingency ; having pre- 
icriptivo right. 

Vestibule, vesty-bule (Latin, vati- 
hulum), Tbo porch or entrance of a house ; 
a standing place at or before the entrance 
of a house ; a small apartment immediately 
within the front door of a building. 

Vestige, ves tij (Latin, vestigium ^ a 
footstep). Literally, the trace or footstep 
which anything has left behind it ; a mark ; 
a trace ; a relic ; especially applied to the 
marks remaining of some ancient thing 
which has been ruined or changed by time. 

Vestment, vost-ment fLatin, vesH- 
mentum, a part of dross). A garment; a 
robe ; some part of dress or clothing ; an 
article of ornament worn by a Koman 
Catholic })rie8t during divine service. 

Vestry, vost-ry (Latin, vestiarium, 
from veslis, a robe). Properly, a room in 
which the sacerdotal vestments are kept; a 
room adjoining a church ; a parochial 
meeting, commonly convened in the vestry. 

Vetch, vetsh (Latin, vicla), A plant; 
a kind of pea ; a kind of tare, some species 
of which are used for fodder for cattle. 

Veteran, vettur-kn (Latin, vetuSf old). 
One who has worked long in one employ* 
ment or office ; one who has seen much 
service either in the army or navy; a 
person who has lived to a great age ; one 
who has gainod considerable experience. 

Veterinary, v5ttur-in-firy (Latin, 
vetei'imriuSf from v^eriaum, a b^t of 
burden). Pertaining to beasts of burden ; 
pertaining to the aH of healing dishes 
in domestic animals. 

Veto* vo-to (Latin, veto, I forbid”). A 
prohibition, or the right of forbidding ; es> 
pecially applied to the right of a king, or 
other ruler or officer, to withhold lus assent 
to the enactment of a law, or the passing 
of a decree. Veto was the solemn and im* 
portant word made use of by the tribunes 
of the Koman people, when they inhibited 
any decree of theimnate, or law proposed 
to the people, or any act of other magis- 
trates. 

Vetturino, v6ttu*reeno (Ttalian). In 
Italy, the name given to one who conveys 
persons in a vettura, or four-wheeled oar* 
riage, for a fixed sum ; also, the owner of a 
liVery stal^, and likewise a guide for 
travellers. 
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Via, vl*ah (Latin). By way of; as 
Dublin, via Holyhead. 

Viable, viah-bl (Latin, vivo, to live). 
Possessing the elements of vitality ; ca- 
pable of living, as a new-born infant or 
premature child. 

Viaduct, viah*dukt (Latin, via, way ; 
duco, to lead). A carriage-way raised or 
arched over any low*lying spot ; a struc- 
ture made for conveying a carriage* way, 
either by raising mounds or arched sup- 
ports, across marshes, rivers, &c., or by 
perforation through hills. 

Vial, vi-al (Latin, phiafa), A phial ; a 
small bottle. Vials of God*s wrath, the 
vengeance with which God visits the sins 
of the wicked. 

Viands, vi>andz (Latin, vivandus, from 
vivo, to live). Meat di^sed ; food ; 
victuals ; provisions for eating. 

Viaticum, vi-atty-kum (Latin). Pro- 
visions for a journey. In the Koman 
Catholic Church, an appellation given to 
the sacrament, when administered to 
persons who are on the point of death. In 
Roman antiquity, an allowance or provi- 
sion made to ma^strates or officers of the 
republic, W'hcn travelling on the affairs of 
the State. 

Vibration, vi-brayshun (Latin, vilro, 
to shake). A moving to and fro with a 
tremulous motion ; a moving up and down, 
or to and fro, alternately ; oscillation ; 
quivering. Vil/ratioa is also used in 
physics for various other regular alternate 
motions, as the sensation of the nerves, 
begun by external objects and projpagated 
to the brain. In music, the motion of a 
chord, or the undulation of any body by 
wliiob sound is produced. 

Vicar, vik-ar (Latin, vke, in change or 
instead of). A person who performs the 
functions or supplies the place of another ; 
especially applied to a jmHsh priest who 
possesses a benefice the tithes of which 
belong to a ohapt^ or reli^ous house, cr 
to a layman who receives wem, and only 
allows the vicar the naaller tithes as a 
salary. 

VicaodoUB, (Latin, vkaHus), Dsjputed ; 
dele|»ted; acting by oommisrion ; occupy- 
ing die post of another. 

Vice, vise (Latin,-Tice, in place of). In 
composition, used to denote one who acts 
in the place of another, or is teoond m 
authority ; one who — •- 
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Viod-AdmiraL viBo-admjr-mL An 
offloer in the Engliw navy, second in com' 
mand^ and having his hag displayed at the 
fore top'gall'ant mast head. 

Vice-Chancellor. vise'Chansel'hir. 
An officer in the English universities dO' 
putod to act in the absence of the Chan- 
oellor ; the second judge in the Court of 
Chancery. 

Vicegerent^ vise-joerent. One de- 
puted by a superior to oxerBiiw power; 
naving delegated powers. 

Viceroy, vise-roj\ One who governs^ 
in place of a sovereign, with regal autho- 
rity. 

Vice Versa, vi-se ver-aah. A Latin 
idiomatic phrase, signifying on the con- 
trary; the reverse. 

Vicinity, vis-sinny-ty (Latin, 'vicinut, 
near). Neighbourhood; locality;, nearness 
in phuio. 

VioisBitude, vis-issy-tude (Latin, 
vieiMlm, by turns). Kegular change; 
succession ; mutation ; change of fortune 
or circumstances* 

Victim, vik'tim (Latin, victmaf a beast 
killed in aaorihoe). A living being slain in 
expiation ; anything immolated ; some- 
thing destroyed ; a person made to suffer 
to appease or gratify another. 

Victory, viktur-ry (Latin, victoria, from 
vineo, to conquer). Conquest ; success in 
any contest ; defeat of on enemy ; triumph. 

Victual, vit-tl (Latin, victus, food). To 
supply food ; to store with provisions ; to 
provide for future consumption. 

Victualler, vit-tewlur. One who pro- 
vides refreshment ; one who supplies pro- 
visions. Licensech victualler, one who is 
permitted by law to keep a house of enter- 
tainment, and to supply the public with 
articles generally of an excisable nature. 

Vide, vi-de, or vid-e (Latin). See; 
most commonly used as a direction or note 
of refereaee to the reader, as vide page 120. 

Videlicet, viddel-lset (Latin). A word 
signifying to wit ; that is. namely ; abbre- 
viated viz. 

Vie, vi (Saxon, wiaan). To contend 
with ; to strive to equal or excel ; to emu- 
late ; to challenge to a contest. 

Vi et axmlB. In law. by force of arms ; 
terms In an indictment diaiging a forcible' 
and violent commission of trespass. In a 
general tonso, bymaiii force; under coot*^ 
(Tilslon. '• 


View, vu (French, vue, from vcir, to 
see). Prospect; sight; act of seeing; 
something kept before the buiud ; percep- 
tion ; examination ; opinion. 

Vigil, vij-il (Saxon, wagian). Watch ; 
devotl^ during the hours of rert ; a fast 
, before a holiday. 

Vigilance, vijjy-lans (Saxon, wagian), 
Wakmulness; watchfulness; forbearance 
of sleep ; circumspection ; careful and con- 
stant gum^i. 

Vignette, veen-yet (French, diminu- 
tive of vigne, a vine). Primarily, a page 
of a book ornamented with wreaths of vines 
and flowers. Subsequently, the term was 
used to signify any large ornament at 
the top of a page; and still more recently, 
the wo^d has been used to express all kinds 
of wood-cuts or copperplate engravings 
which are not enclos^ within a definite 
border. 

Vigour, vig-ur (Latin, , vigeo, to be 
strong). Strength ; robustness ; energy; 
force of body ; power of mind ; active force ; 
spirit; animation; efficacy. 

Vilify, villy-fi. To represent as vile • 
to debase ; to defame ; to slauder ; to dis- 
parage. 

Villa, vil-lah (Latin, villa, a farm- 
house). A country-house; a rustic abode; 
a suburban residence. 

Villain, vil-Un (Latin, vlllanus, a ser- 
vile tenant or serf). Primarily, a tenant 
who held house and lands of a superior by 
servile tenure : hence the term came to be 
applied to a moan, base person ; one em- 
ployed in degrading offices ; one addicted 
to wicked propensities. 

Villous, vil-lus (Latin, vUlus, hair or 
wool). Covered with down or soft bail's ; 
shaggy; rough. 

Vimiaeous, vim-inny-us (Latin, ^?i- 
mineus). Formed of twigs. 

VinaoeoU8,viQ-ay8hus(Lat., vimeetts). 
Pertaining to wine or grapes ; having the 
colour Cf wine. 

, Vinaigrette, vinnay-gret (French). 
A bottle or box, for holding aromatic vine- 
gar, used in the same manner as a smeJ- 
ing-bottle. 

Vincible, vinsy-bl (Latin, vineo, to 
conquer). That may be overpowered or 
overoome ; that may be conquered. 

Vinculum, viiiku-lum (Latin). A 
bond or band. In algebra, a character in 
iiie form of a line or stroke drawn over an 
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letters or quantities, in order to connect 
them. 

Vindicate, viudy-kate (Latin, vindico). 
To justify from any charge or acoubation 
effectually ; to sustain or support a claim ; 
to assert innocence j to redress wrong ; to 
avenge. 

Vindictive, via-diktiv {Yv.tVindicatif). 
Inclined to revenge; revengeful; dosigii- 
ingevil; malicious; spiteful. 

Vineyard, vin-yard (Saxon, \)ing&ard). 
A plantation of vines ; a ground producing 
vines. 

Vin ordinaire, van-awrdin-ayr. The 
name of a common and low-priced wino, 
drunk extensively among all classes in 
France, and in other parts of the Con- 
tinent. 

Vinous, vi-nus (Latin, vuiosus). Hav- 
ing the qualities of v\hio; impregnated 
with wine ; flushed with wine. 

Vintage, vint-aje (French, vutdar/e). 
Produce of the vine for the season ; time 
for gathering grapes; the wine i^roducod 
from any particular crop of grapes. 

Vintner, vint-nur. One who sells 
wine ; a tavern keeper. 

Viol, vi-ol (Italian, viola). A musiail 
instrument of the same form as the violin, 
but larger, and having siff. strings. 

Violable, viol-a-bl (Latin, vlah, to 
force). That may bo forced; mutilated; 
or broken. 

Violate, vio-late (Latin, violo, to force, 
or injure). To force; to open or enter 
with force ; to ravish ; to destroy ; to in- 
jure ; to infringe ; to pollute ; to profane ; 
to betray. 

Violoncello, veeo-lon-chollo (Italian). 
The name given for the fifth violin, which 
comes between the viola di bracao (arm 
viol), and the deublo-bass, both as to tone 
and size. 

Viper, vip-ur (Latin, vipera). An 
animm of the snake tobe, the bite of which 
is more or less venomous in all countries, 
but in tropical regions it is almost instantly 
fatal. 

Virago, ve-raygo (Latin, vir, a man ; 
agOf to act). A woman who acts the part 
of a man ; a female warrior ; a woman 
of masculine character; a bold, resolute 
woman ; a woman of a quarrelsome and 
tu'*buleut disposition. 

*V^xelay, veery-lay (French, etrer, to 
turn). In French poetry, a roundly, 


poem, or song, consisting of two rhymes 
only, and short versos with stops. 

Virescent, vir-ossont (Latin, vitndu, 
green). Tending to greenness; of a 
greenish colour. 

Virginian, vir-jilly-an. Having refe- 
rence to, or resembling Virgil, the Boman 
poet. 

Virgin, verj-in (Latin, virgo). A 
maid ; metaphorically, anything puie, 
chaste, or unpolluted; anything uucon- 
taminatod by impure intermixture. 

Virgo, vor-go (the virgin). In astro- 
nomy, the sixth sign of the zodiac. 

Virility, vir-illy-tv (Latin, vir, a man). 
Manhood; power and force of manhood; 

! properties and qualifications pertaining to 
manhood. 

Virtu, vir-tu (Italian). A love of the 
fine arts ; a fondness for rare and curious 
thui]^. 

Virtual, verttu-al (French, virtuel), 
Effe itual ; potential ; having the power of 
acting with invisible efficacy, though with- 
out the sensible or material part ; essential : 
prevalent. 

Virtuoso, vortu-oso (Italian). A 
person skilled in any learned, polite, or 
elegant art; one intimately acquainted 
with the fine arts ; a connoisseur. 

Virulence, virru-lens (Latin, viru», 
poison). Malignity; malice; strength or 
power noxiously exerted; venom; acri- 
mony; bitterness. 

Virus, vi-rus (Latin). A poison. In 
pathology, a term applied to designate the 
matter of a disease capable of producing 
that disease in a healthy individual by 
moculation or absorption. 

Vis, vis (Latin). A word signifying 
power or force. Vis inertim, the power of 
inertness, or the force with which matter 
resists change of place. Vis vita, the vital 
power or energy. Vis insita, the power by 
which a muscle, when wounded, touched, 
or irritated, contracts independently of the 
will of the animal that is the object of the 
experiment, and without its experiencing 
pain. 

Visage, viz-aje (Latin, video, to look), 
literally, the look : hence, the face ; the 
countenance; the features collectively; the 
expression. 

ViB>a.-vis, vizzah-vee (French). Face to 
face; a person standing or sitting op- 
posite ; an opposite neighbour ; the name 
of a carriage constructed to carry two 
persons only, who sit face to face* ^ ,, 
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VlBOera, vissor-rah (Latin, |)lural of 
ruem). In anatomy, tho organa contained 
in any of the three groat cavities, espe« 
dally the tbomx and abdomen. 

ViBcid, vis-id (Latin, vitcidtis, from 
viseui, bird-lime). Glutinous ; adhesive ; 
atiokinff like glue; tenacious; not readily 
■eparatfng. ^ 

Visoount, vi-kownt (Latin, mcecomes). 
A title or dignity v.’bich in the British 
peerage ranWs next below an earl, and 
imnmiately above a baron. 

V1b 4, vo-zay (French, seen). In certain 
countries of Europe, tho name given to tho 
examination and endorsement of a passport 
by duly appointed ofticers, which enables 
the bearer to proceo<l on his journey, but 
without which he is not permitted to pro- 
ceed further. 

ViBhnu, vish-nu. In Hindoo theology, 
the second person of the trimourtif or 
trinity, and tne personification of tho pre- 
serving principle. 

Visible, vizzy-bl (Latin, video, to see). 
That can or may be seen ; discernible ; 
peroeptible to the eyo ; clear ; apparent ; 
eonaipicuous ; manifest. 

Vision, vizh-un (Latin, vUhOf to see). 
Sight; the faculty of seeing; tho act of 
■eeing; tho function which enables us to 
poromve the magnitudo, figure, colour, 
distance, &o., of bodies ; something which 
is perceived bjj the mind or seen inwardly; 
something which appears to tbo imagina- 
tion ; a revelation ; a phantom ; a dream. 

Visionary, vizzhun-ary (Latin, video, 
to see). Imaginary; unreal; fanbisiicol; 
having no foundation in fact ; also, one who 
forms impracticable schemes; one who 
pursues the ideal rather than the real ; an 
enthusiast. 

Visitation, vizzy-tayshun (French, 
from Latin, video, to see). Act of visiting; 
o^eots of visit ; a national calamity ; 
afriiotion; judgtnent from Hoaven. In 
eoolosiastical affairs, a survey or inspection 
made periodically by a bishop in his 
diocese, by visiiiiig the churches, their 
reetors, &o., throughout tbo whole dlocesO; 
also^ a parochial inspection made annually 
by an arendeaoon. 

Visor, vis-ur (French, em^re). A cover 
forthe fhoe, with apertures to look through ; 
a mask to disfigure and disguise ; a moy- 
able part in the front of a helmot ; conceal- 
ment. 

Vista, vist-ah (Italian, riyAf). A view: 
S prospect through a wpo^ ^ ^ 


trees ; figuratively, the prospect of events 
which appears to tho imagination or mental 
view. 

Visual, vizhya-al (Latin, visus, sight), 
That wliich accompanies vision. The visual 
angle is the angle under which a body is 
seen ; and the apparent magnitude of the 
same object, when viewed at different dis- 
tances, depends on the size of the visual 
angle— that is, the angle formed at the eye 
by tho rays proceeding from the extremities 
01 the object. 

Vital, vi-tal (Latin, vita, life). That 
which ministers principally to the main- 
taining of life ; capable of living ; contain- 
ing life ; bestowing life ; essential ; highly 
important; very necessary. 

Vitals, vi-talz (Latin, vita, life). Those 
* parts of tho body on which life immedi- 
ately depends, as the heart, lungs, and 
brain. 

Vitiate, visshy-ate (lA^in, vitio, from 
vitium, vice). To corrupt ; to debase ; to 
deprave ; to spoil or impair the use or 
valuo of anything by injuring its substance, 
or debasing its (qualities; to lower tho 
standard of taste or< judgment by the in- 
fluence of corrupt associations ; to render 
defective ; to invalidate. 

Vitreous, vittry-us (Latin, vitmm, 
glass). Glassy ; Mrtaining to or resembling 
glass ; applied especially to the pellucid 
humour filling tho fore parts of the eye. 

Vitriol, vitti*y-ol (Latin, vitnm, glass). 
A term originally applied to any crystalline 
body possessing a certain degree of trans- 
parency, but now restricted to three sul- 
phates—that of iron, called ferrous oxide, 
copperas, or green vitriol; that of copper, 
or blue vitriol; and that of zinc, or while 
vitriol, 

Vituline, vittew-liue (Latin, vitulus, 
calf). Belonging to a calf or to veal. 

Vituperate, ve-towfuir-ate (Latin, 
vitium, mult or blame ; pario, to produce, 
invent, or find). To impute fault ; to 
accuse of crime or offence ; to condemn ; 
to censure ; to blame. 

Vi-vaoe, ve-vay*chay (Italian, lively). 
In music, a term denoting a lively manner 
of performing. 

Vivacity, ve-vassy-ty (Latin, vivo, to 
live). Sprightliness ; liveliness; gaiety; 
animatioH of manner; activity; lightness; 
volatility. 

Vivandiere, ve-rawndy-ayr (French). 
A female sutler, or camp vic^uallef : % 
Mtemi woman, 
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Vivioy, vi-vayry (Latin, ritw, to live). 
A place or receptacle for keeping live 
animals. 

Viva voce, vi-vah vo-se (Latin, living 
Toice). By word of mouth ; oral. 

Vive, veev, A French word, signifying 
live, or long live, as, Vive la Heine, “ Long 
live the Queen ; ” Vive la Rtmuhliqne, “ Long 
live the Republic ; ” Vive la hagateUe, ** Long 
live trifling,” or trifles. 

Vivid, viv-id (Latin, vividus, from vivo, 
to live). Teeming with life ; life-like ; 
exhibiting freshness; glowing with bril- 
liant colours; forming animated pictures ; 
lively; forcible; striking; quick. 

ViviQr, vivvy-fi (Latin, vivo, to live). 
To cause to live ; to impart life ; to 
quicken ; to enliven ; to animate. 

Viviparous, vi- vippah -rus (Lat. , viviie, 
alive; paido, to brii^ forth). A term 
applied to animals which bring forth their 
young alive and perfect ; producing young 
in a living state. In botany, applied to 
stems or stalks which produce bulbs that 
are capable of vegetation. 

Vivisection, viwy-sekshun (Latin, 
vivus, alive ; eeco, to cut). The dissection 
of an animal while alive, for the purpose of 
assisting tho researches of physiology. 

Viz. An abbreviation of videlicet, “that 
is to say ; ” namely. 

Vizard. See Visor. 

Vizier, vis-yer (Arabic, wazliara, to 
support). The chief minister of tho 
Turldsh empire; also, tho title given to 
pachas of the Ugliest rank. 

Vocable, vokah-bl (Latin, vocahnfum). 
A word; a distinct and articulate sound, 
used as a 8i|^ to express the thoughts, 
iileas, or sensations ; a term ; a name. 

Vocabulary, vo-kabbu-lary (Latin, 
vocalmlum, a word). A collection of the 
words of a language, with their signiflea- 
tions; a lexicon ; a dictionary. 

Vocal, vo-kal (Latin, vom, from vox, 
tho voice). Having a voice ; uttered by 
tho voice of or belonging to the voice. 
Vocal iMuic, music product by the voice, 
either unaccompanied or accompanied by 
instruments. 

Vocation, vo-kayshun (Latin, voco, to 
call). Employment ; business of life ; des- 
tination to any state or profession. In 
divinity, the gri^e or favour which God 
shows any one in calling him out of the 
way of death, and diro^tiiip^ h|m ip tho way 
of s^vlvatipp. 


Vocative, vokali-tiv (Latin, voeo, to 
call). Calling; relating to omling* In 
giummar, that case of nouns employed in 
calling or speaking to any ono. 

Vociferate, vo-siffy-rate (Latin, vox, 
voice : fei'o, to carry). Literally, to carry 
or throw forth the voice; hence, to 
speak loudly; to clamour; to cry loud; to 
talk vehomontly ; to exclaim ; to shout. 

Vogue, voge (French), Prevailing 
fashion ; present mode ; general use ; 
popular custom ; adoption by tho 
majority. 

Void, voyd (French, vide, from Latin, 
vacent). A vacancy; a space loft; un- 
occupied place ; empty ; vacant ; having 
no contents; deprived of a possessor; 
destitute of substance ; unreal ; in- 
efifectual; invalid. 

Voidable, voydah-bl. That may be 
made void or annulled ; that may be 
evacuated. 

Voire dire, vwaur deer (Froneb, cor- 
rupted from vrai dire, to speak truth). In 
law, a preliminary examination, in which 
tho witness is re(|uirod to speak the truth, 
and is then examined touching his interest 
in the cause at issue. 

Voiture. vwoy-ture (French). A car- 
riage; a vohicle for the oonveyanco of 
persons. 

Volant, vo-lant (French, volant, flying). 
Flying; swift as flight. In heraldry, a 
term applied to a bird drawn with the 
wings spread. 

Volatile, vollab-tilo (Latin, volo, to fly). 
Flying; evaporating quickly; passing off 
as vapour; rapid; subtle; metaphorically, 
changeable as the wind; flighty; flcklo; 
giddy; inconstant. 

Volcano, vol-Kayno. A burning moun- 
tain or explosion in the earth, omitting 
smoke, flame, stones, lava, and other com- 
bustible materials; so called from VvJlean, 
the god of fire, who was suppos^ by the 
ancients to reside bonoath Mount Etna, 
where the most, remarkable voleano is 
situated. 

Volee, vo-lay (French). In music, a 
rapid passage of notes. 

Volition, vo-lishun (lAtin, voh, to 
will). The act of willing ; inclination ; 
exercise of the power of choice ; the aet 
of choosing or forming a purpose. 

Volley, voMy (Ladu, volare, to fly), A 
4iacharge or flight of thcA w 
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jeotiles ; emission of numbers at a time ; 
many things discharged at once. 

Voltalo, vol-tayik. From Vbl(<i, the 
name of the disooTerer, as the voltaic 
battery, voltaic pile, &c,, in electricity. 

Voltaism. voltah-izm. A term some- 
times applied to galvanism^ from Volta, 
whose researches and experiments led to 
the successful establishment of this depart- 
ment of science. 

Volti, vol-to (Italian, turn). In music. 
a term denoting that the leaf is to be turned 
over; volti siibitOf “turn over quickly.” 

Voltigeur, volty-zhur (French). A 
horse soldier ; a light dragoon. 

Volubility, vollew-billit-o (Lat., volvo, 
to roll or turn). Literally, the act or 
power of turning ; applied chiefly to acti- 
vity of tongue and consequent fluency of 
q>eeoh; mutability; liability to revolution. 

Voluble, vollew-bl (Lat., volvo, to roll). 
Easy to be rolled; turning; applied to 
stems of plants which twine round other 
plants. 

Volume, vol-yum (Latin, volunien, a 
rolling or folding). A book; so called, be- 
cause the ancients made their books by 
forming several sheets of paper, and rolling 
them upon a cylinder or staff ; hence, 
applied generally to anything which ap- 
pears in a rolling form, as a volume of 
smoke ; compass or dimensions ; tone or 
power of voice. 

Voluminous, vo-lowmin-us (Latin, 
volumen). Consisting of many volumes ; 
exhibiting many complications ; having 
numerous coils ; copious ; diffusive. 

Voluntary, vollun-tary (Latin, volo, 
to will). Performed by a motion of the 
will } willing ; acting by choice ; not com- 
pulsory; spontaneous; dependent on the 
wUL 

Voluntary, vollun-taiy. In music, an 
air played at will without any settled rule ; 
espeoi^y applied to a piece played on a 
church organ during a temporary suspen- 
itton of divine service. 

Volunteer, vollun-teer (Latin, volo, to 
‘c\n). One who performs a duty or under- 
takes any employment from his own free 
will ; e(qpeoially, one who of his own accord 
enters upon military or naval service. 

Voluptuary, vo-luptew-ary (Latin, 
voluptm, pleasure). One abandoned to 
uimim enjoyments ; one addicted to 
pleasure or luxury; a sensualist ;< an 
epicure ; a sybarite. 


Volute, vo-luba (Latin, volvo, to roll). 
In architecture, a kind of i^iral scroll used 
in the Ionic and composite capitals, of 
which it makes the principal and cha- 
racteristic ornament. 

Volution, volewshun. A spiral turn 
or wreath. 

Vomit, vom-it (Latin, vowio). To throw 
up from the stomach; to eject the con- 
tents of the stomach by the mouth. 

Voracity, vo-rassy-ty (Latin, voro, to 
devour). (Greediness ; ravonousness ; im- 
moderate appetite for food ; eagerness to 
devour; rapacity. 

Vortex, vawr-teks (Latin, veHo, to 
turn). A whirlwind, or rapid movement of 
tho air in circles ; also, a whirlpool, a body 
of water which moves rapidly round, 
forming a sort of cavity in the centre. 

Votary, votar-ry (Latin, votus), Ono 
devoted, as by a vow, to any particular form 
of religion ; one who dedicates his life and 
services to any special purpose ; an ardent 
follower or disciplo ; a devotee. 

Votive, vo-tiv. Given by vow ; given 
or done by vote ; vowed. 

Vouch, VO wish (Latin, voco, to call). 
To give one's word ; to bear witness ; to 
warrant; to attest; to call to witness. 

Voucher, vowtsh-ur. A document 
which serves to attest the truth of an act ; 
one who gives attestation to anything. 

Vouchsafe, vowtsh-safe {vouch and 
safe). To affirm or promise safe or secure 
possession; to concede; to grant; to con- 
descend ; to doign ; to yield. 

Vow, vow (Latin, voveo, to vow). A 
solemn and religious promise ; a declara- 
tion publicly and solemnly made for tho 
performance or observance of some thing. 

Vowel, vow-el (Latin, voco, to call). 
In grammar, a letter which forms a com- 
plete sound by itself, without the aid of 
any other letter, os a,e,i,o,a. 

Vox piopuli, voks-poppu-li (Latin). 
The voice of tho people ; the populat or 
universal opinion. 

Vulcanize, vulkan-ize. A term em- 
ployed to signify the j»rocc8S of submitting 
mdiarrubbor to the action of heated 
sulphur, which has the ofifect of hardening 
it. 

Vulgar, vul-gar (Latin, vulgus, the 
common people). Pertaining to the 
multitude; adapted for the many; prac- 
tised among the common people; hence^ 
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common; ordinary; mean; unrefined; 
gross; low. 

Vulgate# vul-gato. An old I^tin 
translation of the Scriptures, rendered 
almost word for word from the Greek Sep- 
tuagint, for the use of the Latins soon after 
their conversion to Christianity ; the 
greater portion of it is ascribed to St. 
Jerome. 

Vulnerable, vuln-errah-bl (Latin, 
vtUruTo, to wound). That may be wounded ; 
easily inj\ired; weakly defended; subject 
to being affected injuriously. 

Vulnerary, vulner-ary (Latin, mihie- 
faviv^). Pertaining to the healing of 
wounds ; useful in curing wounds. 

Vulpine, vul-pine (Latin, vulpes,i\>io\). 
Fox-like ; crafty ; belonging to a fox. 

W 

Wacke, wak-o (German). In mine- 
ralogy, a simple trap rock, nearly allied to 
basalt, of which it may be consiaerod as a 
soft and earthy variety. 

“Wad, wod (Gorman, watte). A little 
mass of some soft or flexible material ; a 
stopple of paper, tow, old ropo-yarn, or 
other material, forced into a gun, to retain 
the powder and shot m tlie barrel. 

Wadd, wod (Saxon, wad). A local term 
for plumbago or black-lead. 

Waddle, wod-dl (Saxon, wadan). To 
move from side to sido while jirogrcssing ; 
to move with frequent efforts on each sido 
repeatedly ; to walk like a duck. 

Wade, wade (Dutch, x^aedeii). To walk 
through water, mud, or anything impeding 
the motion ; hence, to move slowly and 
laboriously ; to pass through with difficulty 
and labour, os to wade through a volumi- 
nous report. 

Wafer, way-fur (Dutch, waefd). A 
small thin cake of dried paste, in the 
Homan Catholic Church, a small cake of 
' >road used in the celebration of the Lord’s 
supper. 

Waft, waft (from wave). Literally, to 
impel in a waving motion, or motion of the 
waves ; to convey on the surface of the 
water or through the air ; to make a wav- 
ing motion, as a signal or notico ; to 
beckon ; to buoy ; to float. 

Wag, wag (Saxon, wagyan). To move 
from side to side ; to shake slightly ; to be 
in quick or ludicrous motion ; also, a terra 
for a jester; one who plays tricks and 


Wage, waje (another form iA gage, a 
pawn or ple<Jge). A pledge of Little, or to 
maintain and carry on warfare ; to engage 
in ; to undertake ; to commouco ; to carry 
on. 

Wager, way-jur (from gage). Anything 
plodgod or doposited as a stalie ; something 
hazarded on the event of a contest ; a bet. 
In law, an offer to take oath of non-liability 
or of innocence. 

Waif, wafo (from naive). A thing 
found but not claimed; anything found 
astray without an owner. 

Wail, wale (Icelandic, voihi). Lamenta- 
tion ; loud weeping ; a cry of grief and 
despair ; sorrow expressed audibly. 

Wain, wane (a corruption of wagon). A 
kind of cart or wagon ; a vehicle for 
burdens. 

Wainscot, wane-skot (Dutch, wagen- 
sc/w(). Tho inner wooden covering of a 
wall ; the panel work of an apartment ; 
deals of oaks. 

Waits, wayts. A term the litoral 
signification of which is supposed by some 
authorities to be watchers or persons who 
keep awake ; others derive the name from 
the imuoios, who formerly attended or 
waited on great personages, mayors, and 
bodies corporate ; now applied to a class of 
htreet musicians, who give notico of tho 
approach of Christmas, by playing during 
tho nights immediately preceding tho 
festive season. 

Waive, wave. To roUnquish; to 
resign ; to sot aside or put off ; to cease or 
to tlocliuo to insist upon. 

Waiver, wavc-ur. In law, a term 
signifying that a por»on declines or refuses 
to accept or to avail himself of something. 

Wake, wake. A nautical term, denot- 
ing tho smooth water which is astern of a 
ship under sail. It serves to show the way 
tho vessel is taking ; if the wake be right 
astern, she makes her way forward ; if it bo 
to leeward a point or two, the ship falls off 
to the leeward of her course. 

Wale, wale. A ridge or streak in 
cloth ; the mark made in the flesh by a 
blow with a stick, strap, &lc. ; a tnick 
planking which surrounds the sides of a 
ship. 

Walhalla, wawl-hallaw. In Northeif 
mythology, the place of immortality, ia 
habited by the heroes of Scandinavia; 
also, the name given to a remarkable monu- 
ment consecrated to the inoKt omlnwri* 
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iho north bank of the Danube, near 
Ratiebon. 

Wallet, woMet (Saxon, weallian, to 
travel). A bag to receive the necessaries 
for travelling ; a traveller's package. 

Wallow, vrol-lo (Saxon, walman). 
Literally, to roll ; usually applied to rolling 
for enjovnjont or indulgence, as swine in 
the mud ; to indulge in sensual or mean 
p^tifications ; to Hrc in filth; to revel 
m grossnoss. 

Waltss, wawlts (Gorman, walUei'). A 
species of German national dance, and the 
music which accompanies it; a modem 
dance and tune, the music of which is 
triple, three quavers to a bar. 

Wampum, wom-pum. A kind of 
broad felt formed of string of shells, and 
worn as an ornament or girdle by the North 
Amencan Indians. This name has been 
also given to the interior parts of the clam 
shell, formerly used as cuiTent money 
among the natives. 

Wan, won (Saxon, ipan). Emaciated, 
eare-wom; faint: languid; exhausted; 
sieklydooking ; pale. 

Wand« wond (Dutch, vaantT). A 
slender stick or staff ; a staff of authority ; 
a pretended rod of enchantment. 

Wane, wane (Saxon, icatiian, to de- 
ereaso, or fall away). Decrease; decline; 
failure ; diminution. The moon being on the 
wane signifies a decraasing in her light, 
as she proceeds from the full to the 
change. 

Wanton, won>tnn (perhaps from the 
verb to want, to seek, or long for). Desire 
for or indiilgenco in sensual enjoyments ; 
unrostmiiiod imagination ; unchaste desire ; 
licentious ; loose ; sportive ; reckless ; 
thoughtless. 

Wapentake. A district or division in 
some of the northom counties of England. 
The name was applied by the early Danish 
ittliebitants, ana is derived from wapen, a 
weapon. 

Warble, wawr-bl (German, wirhein). 
To quaver a sound ; to sing with quick and 
variM voice, or with vibrations of tone ; 
especially applied to the singing of birds. 

Ward, wawrd (Saxon, weard), A 
person under the care of a guardian ; a 
division or apartment in a hospital, prison, 
&0. To ward, to guard ; to keep in salaty ; 
to shieid : to interpose protacuon ; to act 
on the defensive ; to repel ; to deford 
against invasion or attack. 


Wardmote, wawrd-mote. A court in 
each ward of iho city of London, and in 
some other cities, Iiaving the control and 
arrangement of a certain district. 

Wardrobe, wawrd-robe {ward and 
rohe). A place or receptacle where clothes 
are kept and preserved; also, applied to 
the stock of wearing apparel which a 
person possesses. 

Ward-room, waivrd-mom. In ships, 
a room usually situated over the gun-room, 
whore the lieutenant and other principal 
oflicers mess and sleep. 

Warehouse, waro-hows. A store- 
house for goods or merchandise ; an esta- 
blishment where goods and merchaudiso 
are dealt in wholo^e. 

Wares, wares. Articles made for use ; 
goods ; merchandise ; saleable commodities. 

W arfare, wawr-fare. State of war and 
opposition ; state of hostility ; military 
service; conflict; struggle with spiritual 
enemies. 

Warlock, wawr-lok (Saxon, werloff, an 
evil spirit). A wixard ; a wandering evil 
spirit ; an enchanter. 

Warp, wawi^p (Saxon, wearp). In 
weaving, the threads which are extended 
lengthwise in a loom, across which the 
woof is passed by means of a shuttle. In 
naval affairs, a rope laid out for the purpose 
of mooring a ship. 

Warp, wawrp (Dutch, werpenY To 
throw out of a straight line or course ; to 
project crookedly; to change in form or 
position ; to turn awry ; to contract or 
shrink ; fimiratively, to misdirect the judg- 
ment ; to bias the feelings. 

Warrant, wor-rant (Saxon, warian), 
A writ conferring authority ; a writ giving 
an oflicer of justice the power of caption ; 
an authorisation ; a permission; an assur- 
ance ; a security. 

Warrant-officers. In the navy, the 
gunner, the boatswain, and the corpentei 
of a ship. 

Warranty. In common law, a pro- 
mlso mode in a deed by one man to another, 
for himself and his heirs, for the enjoying 
of anything agreed on between them. 

Warren, wor-ren (Dutch, waerende). 
An inclosed place for the safe keeping and 
protection of rabbits or other aui^s ; 
also, a pond or other place for the preserva- 
^on of fish. 

War-whoop. A oiy or yell mlsedlqf 
savages as a signal for war* 
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Wary, ware-ry (Saxon, irof)*). Watch- 
ful ; on tne look out; cautious; vigilant; 
taking heed ; guarding against deception 
or surprise; circumspect. 

Washer, wawsh-ur. In mechanics, an 
Iron ring interposed between the surface of 
woo<l, &c., and the head or nut of a bolt, 
to protect the wood from injury during the 
process of screwing up. 

Wassail, wos-sil (Saxon, tccesJwett 
** gotKi health to you ” ). A jovial l>out ; a 
convivial meeting ; a drink v.iriously com- 
pounded, but frequently of apples, sugar, 
and ale. 

Watchword, wotsh-wurd. The word 
given to sentinels, with which all passors-by 
are challenged. 

Water-eoloiirs. In painting, colours 
ground with water and gum, or size, which 
preserve their consistency in a solid cake 
when dried, and can be readily mixed with 
water by rubbing them on a moistened 
palette when required. Water’Colour paint- 
tnffs are those which are done in water- 
colours, in contradistinction to oil- 
]>aintingM. 

Water-level. The level formed by 
the surface of still water. 

Water-line. A horizontal lino sup- 
posed to bo drawn above the ship’s bottom, 
at the surface of the water, which line 
altera according to tho depth of water 
necessary to float the vessel. 

Water-logged, wawtur-loggd. In 
nautical language, that state in which a 
vessel is when, by leaking and receiving a 
mat quantity of water into her hold, she 
has become so heavy as not to be manage* 
able by the helm, but is tossed about like 
a loff by tho waves. 

Water-tight. That dogroo of closeness 
of a vessel or tube which prevents the 
ingress or the egress of water. 

Wattle, wot'tl (Saxon, watelcu). A 
fence or hurdle made of withys ; a plaiting 
of twigs ; the loose red flesh which bangs 
beneath the throat of a cook or turkey. 

Waver, wayvur (Saxon, wajian). To 
move loosely; to move to and fro; to l>e 
imflxod or unsettled ; to hesitate ; to 
fluctuate. 

Wayfarer, wayfaro-ur. Ono who Is on 
i journey ; a traveller ; a passenger. 

Wayward, way-wurd. Having re^rd 
to one’s own way or practice ; solf-wilTod ; 
jlurtinato; perverse; refusing to be guldod 
NT directed by others. 


Wa3rwode, way-wodo. In tho Turkish 
empire, tho goveniot of a small province 
or town. 

Ways and Means. A parliamentary 
term for tho method of raising tho supply 
of money annually required for tho suppert 
and maintenance of the State and the 
national requirements. 

Weal, wool (Saxon, mtan). A state of 
prosperity and good fortune ; abundant 
Jmssossion; affluouco; happiness; benefit; 
advantage. 

Wean, woon (Dutch, mnnen), Tw 
deprive a child of the nourishment it has 
hitherto derived from its mother’s breast^ 
and to substitute artificial food ; to gra- 
dually diminish an indulgence till it ceases 
wholly ; to withdraw from any habit or 
desire; to disengage the affections: tc 
entice from former pursuits or enjoy- 
ments. 

Weapon, wep-un (Saxon, wxpuu). Tbs 
name for any instrument of offence ot 
defence ; any instrument by which one may 
bo hurt or defeated. 

Weasand, \ we-zand (Saxon, wasen), 

Wesand, ) The windpipe, or tho pipe 
through which we breathe. 

Weather-board, wotthur-bawrd. The 
windward side of a vessel ; also, a board iu 
tho roof of a building, to keep out rain, 
damp, &c. 

Weather-bound, wotthur-bownd. 
Delayed, or prevented from progressing by 
contrary winds or stormy weathmr. 

Weather-cock, wetthur-cok. A plate 
or turning vane sot on a spiro, to show from 
what direction the wind blows ; metapho- 
rically, anything which is turning or chang- 
ing continually; a person of unsettled 
habits ; on inconstant or fickle person. 

Weather-gauge, wetthur-gaje. Any- 
thing which shows tho weather. In nauticsd 
language, the advantage of the wind, as 
when a ship is to windward of another, she 
is said to have tho weather-gauge of that 
other. 

Weave, weev (Saxon, To fonn 

cloth in a loom by the intermixture of 
threads; to intermix, so as to form one 
substance. 

Web-footed. Having dims between 
the toes, as in the feet of water-fowl. 

Wedge, wej (Dutch. In 

mechanics, a piece of metal, wo^, or other 
material, ibkvtng a sharp eoge, and gradu- 
ally growing thicker; used for the pnrpoit 
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o( inserting an<l driving into any mass, so 
as to split or divide it. 

Wedlock, weddok (Saxon, wtdj wed; 
taCf marriage, or gift). The married state; 
matrimony. 

Ween, ween (Saxon, wenau). To think ; 
to imagine ; to fancy ; also, to mean ; to 
intend ; to signify ; to make known. This 
word is obsolete in ordinary use, and is 
only employed iu imitation ot antiquity, or 
affectedly. 

Weet, weet (Saxon, witan). To know ; 
to perceive ; to understand. 

Weft, weft. The yam or threads which 
run from selvage to selvage in a web ; the 
threads which cross the warp. 

Weir, woor. An erection carried across 
a river or rivulet, for the purpose of (lam- 
ming up the water, so as to facilitate irriga- 
tion, to render tho taking of fisli more 
easy, and for other purposes. 

Weird, weerd (Saxon, wyrd). A 
witch ; a spell or charm ; skilled in witch- 
craft. 

Welding, wcld-ing. In metallurgy, 
the process of Joining two pieces of metal 
together, by tho aid of heat ; tho boating 
of one mass into another. 

Welfare, wel-fare {well and fare). 
Happiness ; succoss ; prosperity ; a state 
of adrantage ; exemption from misfortune ; 
well-being. 

Welkin, wol-kin (Saxon, wealcan). 
The visible regions of tho air; the vault of 
heaven ; the sky. 

Welt, welt. A sewed border or edg- 
ing; anything turned over and sewed to 
strengthen the border 

Welter, welt-ur (Latin, vohUaidy to 
roll). To roll or wallow, as in blood. 

Wesleyan. A follower of John 
Weileyt founder of tho religious sect called 
Methodists. 

Wharf, oo’awrf (Swedish, wharf), A 
bank or place where goods are landed and 
shipped. 

Wheedle, oo’woe-dl (Saxon, woedlian). 
To cajole ; to coax ; to flatter ; to entice 
by soft words. 

Wheeze, 00* weez( Saxon, /tirsoson). To 
breathe with difficulty and noise. 

Whelp, oo'welp (Dutch, welpe). A 
piappy ; we young of a dog or be^ of 
prey ; a oub. 

Wherry, oo*wer-iy, A light small 
boat used on rivers, 
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Whet, oo’wot (Dutch, wetten). T 
sharpen ; to give a sharp edge to ; t 
stimulate ; to incite ; to render keen. 

Whey, oo’ay (Dutch, wey). The water 
portion of milk, separated from tho curds* 
anything white or thin ; anything pale. 

Whi^, oo’ig. In English politics, t 
designation for one of a party opposed tc 
the Tories. Tho derivation of the term is 
variously stated, the most probable one 
being the Celtic word ughaiiy a large saddle 
with bags attached to it, used by tho free- 
booters on the borders of Scotland ; hence, 
those marauders wore known to tho High- 
landers by the name of whiggani-more, or 
“ big saddle thieves,” which word soon be- 
came shortened to whig. 

Whilom, ) oo’i-lura (Saxon, kwiliim). 

Whilome, f Formerly ; at one time ; 
once ; of old ; some time ago. 

Whimsical, oo’imzy-kal (Dutch, »rc- 
mehn). Capricious; full of strange fancies ; 
difficult to bo pleased or satisfied ; freakish ; 
eccentric ; fantastical ; quaint. 

Whin, oo’in. The thorny broom plant; 
furze; gorse. 

Whinock, oo*in-ok. A name given in 
some localities to tho smallest or youngest 
pig of n litter. 

Whipper-in, oo*ippur-in. In hunting, 
one who rides with hounds and prevents 
them from straying. In politics, a person 
whose duty it is to rally the members of a 
party ; to bring them to their posts when 
their presence is required, socui-o their 
votes, ensure their support, &c. 

Whirl, oo'url (Saxon, wJwc^'lan). To 
force or hurry round ; to turn round 
rapidly ; to throw or cast round. 

Whirlpool, oo’url-pool (Saxon, hwjpf- 
pole). A circular movement in the water, 
tending to draw everything that approacbee 
into its centre. 

Whirlwind, oo’url-wind. A stormy 
wind moving in a circular direction. 

Wliitsuntide. The fiftieth day after 
Easter. It is said to have received its 
nairi* from the circumstance that formerly 
people newly baptised came to church, at 
this period, clothed in white garments. ^ 

WTiittle, oo’ittul. To pare or cut off 
the surface of a thing with a small knife. 

Whoop, hoop. A shout of pursuit ; a 
war-cry ; a signiu for attack. 

Wield, weeld (Saxon, wealdan). To 
manage or use without obstructioni as not 
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bcinj? too heavy ; to lift and poise in the 
air with freedom ; to employ with dex- 
terity and force ; to use with full power. 

Wight, wite (Saxon, wtfit). A person ; 
a being; used chiefly as a sportive allusion. 

Wigwam, wig-wam. A name given 
by the English to the huts or cabins of the 
North American Indians. 

Wilderness, wildor-noss (from wild). 
A desert ; an uncultivated and uninhabited 
tract of country ; a spacious and desolate 
place ; a barren spot, or one choked with 
weeds and wild vegetation. 

Wile, wile {Saxon, vriglian). To cheat ; 
to deceive ; to impose upon ; to give a false 
colour or appearance to ; to cau^ tamo to 
pass pleasantly by some agreeable artifice. 

Wily, wi-ly. Cunning; crafty; exer- 
cising stratagem; acting with caution; 
subtle. 

Wingh, wintsh. In mechanics, the 
crank-L“idle by which the axis of a 
machine is turned. 

Windage, wind-aje. In gunnery, the 
difteronco between the diameter of the 
boro and that of ball, shell, &c. 

Windlass, wind-las. A modification 
of the wheel and axle, consisting of a 
barrel which turns upon two points of 
support on a pivot at each extremity of its 
axis, or upon a pivot at one extremity only. 

Windward, wind-wurd. Towards tho 
wind; tho point from which tho wind 
blowa 

Wine-press, wihn-press. An instru- 
ment or apparatus in which grapes are 
pressed during the process of wine-making. 

Wing, wing. In military affairs, the 
division of an army right and left. 

Winnow, win-no (Dutch, wannen, a 
fan). To separate the chaff from grain by 
the agency of wind ; to beat or fan the 
wind ; to examine ; to sift ; to part. 

Winsome, win-sum (Saxon, wirmtm). 
Engaging ; affable ; lovable ; cheerful ; 
merry. 

Wire -drawing, wihr- drawing. A 
process by which, by means of the power 
of steam, water, or other mechanical power, 
wire is drawn through orifices successively 
smaller, and thus increas^ in length; 
figuratively, applied to a tedious and prolix 
style of narrative or argument. 

Wiry, wi-ry. Made of wire; res^- 
iiling wire; i^are, but muscular; flexible 


and strong ; a harsh tone of voice ; a die* 
cordnut musical sound. 

Wiseacre, wize-aykur (corrupted from 
the German, weissager, wise fsayer). An 
ironical term for a fool or dunce ; one who 
affects to bo very wise, being at the same 
time extremely ignorant. 

Wishful, wish-ful. Desirous * anxious 
or eager for; having an ardent desire. 

Wistful, wist-ful. Attentive; earnest; 
grave ; full of thought. 

Wit, wit (Saxon, wit an). Intellect; tho 
power of associating the ideas in novel and 
striking combinations. To wit^ siguitics 
namely, that is tj say. 

Witchcraft, witsh-krahft. The prac- 
tices of witches; exercise of enchantment; 
sorcery. 

Witchery, witsh-ery. Sorcery; en- 
chantment ; lasoination. 

Withers, with-urz. In horses, the 
jointi,.g of the shoulder-bone at the bottom 
of the nock and mane. 

Withy, with-o. A large species of 
willow. 

Witless, wit-less and Im). De- 
ficient in wit or understanding ; wanting 
judgment; unwise; inexperienced. 

Witticism, witty-sizm. An attempt 
at wit; a species of mean wit; a saying 
or pkra.se that affects smartness and 
numour. 

Wittingly, witting-iy. Knowingly; 
with a full knowledge of the consequences ; 
by design. 

Wizard, wiz-ard. Literally, one who 
affects to oe very votse; a conjuror; a 
necromancer; an ouchantor; a sorcerer. 

Wont, wunt (Saxon, wimian). Habit ; 
custom ; nabitual or ordinary manner ; as 
formerly. 

Wonted, wunt-ed. Ordinary; usual; 
customary; characteristic. 

Woodbine, wood-bine. Another 
name for the honeysuckle. 

Woof, woof. In weaving, the threads 
that cross the warp; anower term for 
weft. 

WooUbl, wool-fel. A skin not stripped 
of the wool. 

Woolsai^ wool-sak. The name ^ven 
to the seat of the Lord Chancellor of Eng- 
land in the House of Lords, so called from 
its being a large square bag of wool, with* 
out ba<m or arms, oorered with red doUk 



Wool«stapler, wool stapo-lur. A 
dealer in wool; one who collects wool for 
tiio markets. 

Wraith, rathe (Scottish). The supposed 
spectral appearance of a person shortly to 
die, which is pretended to be sean by the 
people of some countries, and is regarded 
as a sure sign of approaching death. 

Wrangler, rang-glerr. One who is 
habitually disputatious. In the Cambridge 
Cniversity, a technical term for those 
students who pass the best examination in 
the senate-house : the chief of these is 
callod the tenior wrangler^ and those who 
exlUbit proficiency in a lesser degree are 
termed Hcond vyrangler, third wi'anglei', 
and so on. 

Wreak, reek (Saxon, wnean). To 
inflict; to risit signally; to exhaust; to 
glut. 

Wreathe, reethe (Saxon, itn'ithan). To 
twist or twine ; to intertwine ; to plait ; to 
interweave ; to encircle ; to appear in 
circles. 

Wreet, rest (Saxon, m^cestan). To 
extort; to force; to deprive with violence; 
to distort ; to pervert. 

Writer, rytor. One who writes; an 
author. IFriVer to ths iignetf in Scottish 
law, a denomination equivalent to attorney 
in England. 

Writhe, ritho (Saxon, w'ifhan). To 
twist or twine os the bodv is twisted in pain ; 
to distort ; to move with contortions. 

Wrought, rawt (Saxon, ww'can). 
Formed by work or labour; fashioned; 
performed ; affected. In architecture, 
any materim brought to a fair surface. 

X 

Xanthic, eon-thik (Greek, xanthot, 
yellow). Tending to yellow, as xanthic 
acid, xanthic oxide. 

Xebec, se-bek. A small three-masted 
vessel without bowsprit, navigated princi- 
pally in the Mediterranean. 

Xerophagy, *©-roffah-jy (Ok., imw, 
dry ; pAoyo, to eat). The eating of dxy 
fo^ ; a kind of fast observed by the early 
Chrisdians, in which the exclusive employ- 
ment of diy elementary substances was 
observed. 

Xylography, si-loggrah-|y (Greek. 
ry/oA, wood ; gmphot to write). The art 
or praotiee of engraving upon wood. 

Xyatufl, sis-tua A walking place ; a 
gj’^mnasium; a place for athletic exerdaes. 


Y 

Yacht, yot (German, /cuAO* A sailing 
vessel or small ship with one deck, suffi- 
ciently large for a soa voyage. They are 
most used for purposes of pleasure, and 
those of the lar^r kind for toe conveyance 
of princes, ambassadors, and exalted 
personages. 

Yager, yah-gur (German, jdger, from 
jagm, to chase). In Prussia, Austria, &c., 
a light horseman armed with a rifle. 

Yahoo, yah-hoo. A term for a savage, 
barbarous person, or one having the pro- 
pensities and manners of a savage. The 
word is said to have been invented by 
Dean Swift. 

Yam, yam. A largo esculent root 
which grows in tropical climates. 

Yankee, yank-e. A corruption of the 
word English, or Anglais, by the North 
American Indians. The popular name for 
Now Englanders in America ; and a term 
applied by the English to a native of the 
United States. 

Yard. In ships, a long, slender piece of 
timber, nearly cylindrical, suspended upon 
the mast, by which a sail is extended ; the 
portions projecting on each side of the 
masts are denominated the yard' arms. 

Yarn, yam (Saxon, yearn). Spun wool ; 
thread of wool, cotton, or linen. In rope- 
making, one of the threads of which the 
rope is composed. 

Yataghan, yatta-gan. A long Turkish 
dagger. 

Yaw, yaw. At sea, a temporary 
deviation of a ship’s course; a xigxag 
motion. 

Yawl, vawl. A boat belonging to a 
ship, usually rowed with four or six oars. 

Ycleped,) e-klept (Saxon, clepan)* 

Yclept, ( Called; named; ^termed; 
donominatod. 

Ye, ye. The nominative plural of lAm, 
used whon addressing more persons tlOm 
one. 

Yea, yay (Saxon, gea). Yes; ssrdy. 
certainly. 

Yean, yeen (Saxon, eaatati). To bring 
forth young ; to kunb. 

Yearn, yem (Saxon, gt&rniany. To* 
long after or for ; to desire eagerly ; to be 
deeply anxious ; to be pained or dhtrossed 
in mind. 

Yeoman, yo-man (Saxon, com- 
mon). A man possessing a small landed 
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«itate ; a freeholder ; one who ranks next 
in degiwe below a gentleman. Teomen of 
ike guardt certain inferior military attend- 
ants upon the sovereign on state occasions ; 
cn board a ship, a seaman who attends to 
the store-rooms. 

Yeomanry, yoman-ry. The collec- 
tive body of yeomen. Yeomanrg cavafry, 
a species of volunteer cavalry, dnlled for a 
short period at certain intervals, and called 
out to assist in quelling popular tumults on 
extraordinary emergencies. 

Yoke, yoke (Saxon, ioc). A bandage 
on the nock of beasts of draught, by means 
of which two are connected so as to draw 
conjointly ; a bondage imposed upon slaves ; 
a mark of servitude ; a bond of connection. 

Yolk, yoke (Saxon, geahto^ yellow). 
The yellow portion of an egg; the oily 
secretion from the skin of sheep. 

Yon, yon. That within view. The 
liteml siguiScation is gontj and therefoie 
distant. 

Yonder, yon-dur. Being at a distance 
within view. 

Yore, yore (Saxon, yf am ivomgtar, a 
year). Years past ; in the timo past ; in 
former times; of old. 

Yule, yewl (Saxon, gehiJ, a feast). The 
old name for Christmas or Christmas timo 
Yule log was a log of wood which in former 
times was laid on the tiro on Chribtnias-cvo 
with appropriate ceremony — a custom still 
prevailing in some parts of England. 

Z 

Zaocho, zak-ko. In architecture, a low 
square member, used instead of a pedestal 
to support a column. 

Zaxnbo, zam-bo. A term applied to a 
child bom of a negro and a mnUitto. 

Zany, zay-ny (Italian, mnm), A meiry- 
nndrew ; a buffoon ; a droll ; a silly 
fellow. 

Zeal, zeol (Gre^, eylos). Passionate 
ardour ; warmth ; fervour ; earnestness in 
a cause. 

Zealot, zel-ot. One passionately 
zrdent in any cause ; one whoso ardour 
^ets the better of his judgment. 

Zemindar, zemmin-dlhr. In India, a 
eudatory or landholder who governs a dis- 
riot of country, and is the receiver of the 
axes. 

Zenda Vestiu zend-ah ves-tah. The 
acred volume of Uuehres, or modem hre 


Zenith, ze-nith, or zen-it!i fitaliao, 
zemf)* In astronomy, that point in the 
heavens immediately overhead, opposed to 
nadir ; figuratively, that point in a person's 
life or career which is marked by the 
greatest amount of fame, prosperity, 
prowofe, beauty ; the highest point. 

Zephyr, zef-ur (Greek, eep/iyrost the 
west wind). Poetically, a soft wind; a 
gentle gale ; a mild and balmy breeze. 

Zero, ze-ro (Italian). The commence- 
ment of a scale marked with a cipher 0, 
for nothing ; a cipher ; nothing. 

Zest, zest (Persian, tvAaiC). Originally, 
the peel of an orange thinly pared, and 
squeezed into wine to flavour it ; sub- 
sequently applied to anything which im» 
parts a relish or savour; juid heiioo, flgura- 
tivoly, that which enhances a pleasure, or 
heightens enjoyment. 

Zetetic, ze-tettik (Greek, zeUiOy to in- 
quire), Proceeding by inquiry; seeking 
by investigation. 

Zigzag, zig-zag. Something with short 
turns ; lines turning sharply, as in the 
letter Z. 

I Zinc, sink (German, zink)» A metal of 
I a bluish- white coiour, of considerable 
! hardness, and easily malleable, 

j Zincography, zin-coggrah-fy. The 
{ art or process of engraving on zinc. 

I Zodiac, zody-ak (Greek, zodidkoSf con- 
' *r.ming living creatures, from zoon, an 
I nniinal). A broad circle of the sphere, 
containing tlio twelve signs through which 
the sun passes in its annual course. 

Zone, zone (Greek, zone), A girdle ; a 
cincture ; a division of the earth with 
respect to the temperature of the different 
latitudes. 

Zoolo^, zo-ollo-jy (Greek, soon, an 
animal ; logoSy a discourse). That part* of 
natural history which treats of animals. 

Zoonomia, zo-o-nomy-ah \ (Gk., soon, 

Zoonomy, zo-onno-my > an animal; 
nomog, a Jaw). The science of the laws 
of animal life. 

Zoophyte, zo-o-fite (Greek, zoon, an 
animal ; p/iyloUf a plant). A body which 
partakes of the nature of both an animil 
and a vegetable. 

Zootomy, zo-otto-my (Greek, soon, an 
anim^d ; Umte, an invasion). A disMction of 
the bodies of animals. 
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army, and originaUy composed of Ambs. 
They ire famovta tor the feats of prowess 
and Talour they perform, for the zeal which 
they display in the service, and for their 
pecnliarly robust, hardy natures. 

ZumiOy zu-mik ) (Gk., eym, ferment). 

Zymic, zy-mik j An acid supposed to 
be produced or developed in all vegetable 
•obstances, in the process of acetous 
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fermentation, especially in rice. The 
existence of such a compound is, however, 
still a matter of doubt. 

Zsrmome, zim-ome (Gk,, zyms, leaven). 
The residue of the gluten of wheat, after 
it has been treated by alcohol, and produo* 
ing several kinds of fermentation, accord- 
ing to the nature of the substance witti 
wmch it comes in contact. 






Warwick Houses Dorset Buildinqs^ 

Salisbury Square, R.C, 

WARD, LOCK & CO.'S 

LIST OF 

STANDARD REFERENCE VOLUMES, 

AKO 

r— ' =■■— !-'j, ,j, .. '« ■■■ ■ ' i' i.g, .. 

O/aU Works «f Reference puhlUhedof late years, not one has gained suck 
general approbation as BjbbtOk's Illustrated Ercvclop^kdia. The importance 
of this valuable compilation in the cause of menial culture has long been acknow- 
ledged, and of its real usefulness to the public the most gratifying proofs have 
been received. It is undoubtedly one qf ike Most Comprehensive Works in exist- 
ence, and is 

^THE CHEAPEST ENCYCLOP/EDIA EVER PUBLISHED. 

Complete in Four VolumeSj royal 8 vo, half-roan, price 42 ^. ; half-calf, 6y, 
BEETON’S 

ILLUSTRATED ENCYCLOP.®DIA 

Of' UNIVERSAL INFORMATION. 

COMPRISING 

aSOSRAPHT, H18T0E7, BX0BBAPH7, ART, SOIENOE, AND UTERATUBS, 

AND CONTAINING 

4fiQQ Pages, 60,000 Artlcfes, and 2,000 Engravings 
and Coloured Maps. 


In Bbbton*e Illustrated Encyclopedia will be found complete and 
authentic information respecting the Physical and Political Oeography, Situation, 
Population, Gommeroe and Productions, as well as the principal Publio Build* 
lugs of every Country and important or Interesting Town In the World, and 
the leading HiStorioal Events with which they have been connected ; concise Bio- 
graphies Of Bmlnent Pomona, from the most remote timet to the present day ; 
brief Sketches of the leading features of EgyptUui, Orook, Roman, Mental, and 
BoandinavUm Mythology ; a Complete Summary of the Moral, Mathematioal, 
physloal and Natural Solenoes; a plain description of the Arts; and an interest- 
ing Synopsis of literary Knowledge. The Pronunoiatlon and Etymology of 
every leading term introduced throughout the Encyclopaedia are also given. 

** We know op no book which in such small compass gives so muck ikpok- 
MATION. The Scotsman, 


Landont WARD, LOCK Sf* CO., Salisbury Square, E.C, 




MJiS. BEETON*S HOUSEHOLD MANAGEMENT. 


f JIfetsrt. WARDt LOCK S* CO. hwe the pleasuri io atmounci that the Nenu 
Bnlurrtd^ and Itnprffvtd Edition of Mrs. BRETON'S BOOK OF HOUSE- 
I HOLI) management^ of worid’wide renown^ is now ready^ containing' 150 
i 0/ New Information on all matters of Cookery aud Domestic Management. 

Entirely New Coloured Cookery Plates^ and numerous new full-page Wood 
Engravinn have likewise been added^ thus further improving a work already 
acknowledged to be 

THE BEST COOKERY BOOK IN THE WORLD. 

Of this Book over 300,000 Copies have been sold: this is the best test of its great 
utility over every ot^r Cookery Book m the English market. 


Now ready, Impxovbd and Eklargbd Edition (337th Thousand), strongly bound, 
price js. 6d. ; cloth gilt, gilt edges, 8x. 6d.; half*calf, lor. 6d, 

MRS. BEETON'S BOOK OF 

HOUSEHOLD MANAGEMENT. 

Comprising every kind of Information on Domestic Economy and Cookery ^ 

AND CONTAINING 

1,350 Pages, 4,000 Recipes and InstruotiLons, 1,000 Engravings, 
and New Coloured Cookery Plates. 


Mrs. Bbbton*s Book op Housbhold Managbmbnt has long been acknow* 
ledged the Inst of Us kind, and is now in daily use in hundreds of thousands of homes, 
receiving thereby the greatest honour which in this country has ever been paid to a 
Cookery Book. The APPENDIX which is now added gives several Hundreds of 
New Recipes, and Hints without number in all departments of Cookery and the 
Service of the Table. 

Mrs. Bbbton's Book op Household Managbmbnt is a Oomplete Oydo- 
pSHlla for the Home, including, as it does, information for the Mistress, House* 
keeper. Cook, Kitchen Maid, Butler, Footman, Coachman, Valet, Housemaid, 
Ladf* Maid, Maid^ofalh Work, Laundry Maid, Nursemaid, Nurses, ^e., ^e. 

Rules for the Management of Servants. Rules for the Rearing and 
Management of Children. The Doctor. Legal Memoranda. 

250 Bills of Fare for Dinners for 6 to 18 Persons ; also for Ball Suppers, 
Breakfasts, Luncheons, and Suppers, as well as for Plain Family Dinners, all 
arranged to suit the Seasons from Januaiy to Deoemher. 


As a Wedding Gift, Birthday Bock, or Presentation Volume at any Period 
of the Year, or upon any Anniversary whatever, Mrs, Beefon*s ** Household 
Management** is entiihd io the very first place. In half-calf binding, price 
Haifa-Cuinea, the booh will last a life-Ume, and save money every day, 

^ '*• on special depSTtsaenfsef the menage: 

thbls s Cydopiedia of aU thlnjrt connected with homa.”-^DmJy News. 

« A vphune which will be. for many yeaja to come, a trbasuRB TO BB MADB MUCH OF IN 
JBVSRV ENGLISH HOUSEHOLD. It IS an Encyclopaedia of family nMttera, which wOl not often 
be teferred to in vain, nnd the ew arrangement of which w»ll at once win the bearta of aU ita 
female conauhete. Mra. Bectoahss earned for henelf. by thia vokn^ n bouaebokl reputation 


JUrndm: VTARD, LpCXO- CO., Salisbury Spurt, £.0. 
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THE STA NDARD COOKERY BOOKS. 

MRS. BEETON»S EVERY-DAY COOKERY AND 

HOUSEKEEPING BOOK. Compnsinf; Instructions for Mistresses 
and Servants, and a Collection of over 1.650 Pracucal Recipes. WitK 
Hundreds of Engravings in the Text, and 14a Coloured Figures showing 
the Modern Mode of sending Dishes to Table. Cloth gilt, price 34. 6d. 

MRS. BEETON’S ALL ABOUT COOKERY. A 

Collection of Practical Recipes, arranged in Alphabetical Order, and 
fully Illustrated. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, price ar. 6d, 

WARD & LOCK S COOKERY INSTRUCTOR. An 

entirely new work on the Pracuce and Science of Cookery. Illustrated. 
The reasons for Recipes, wnicli are almost entirely omitted in all 
Modem Cookery Books, are here clearly given. The work will prove 
invaluable to Mistresses, Teachers of Cookery, and intelligent Cooks. 
Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, as. 6d. 

MRS. BEETON'S ENGLISHWOMAN'S COOKERY 

BOOK. An Entirely New Edition, JRevised and Enlarged. Con- 
taining upwards of 600 Recipes, 100 Engravings and Four Coloured 
Plates. With Directions for Marketing, Diagrams of Joints, Instruc- 
tions for Carving, the Meihod of Folding Table Napkins, &c., and De- 
scriptions of Quantities, Times, Cosu, Seasons, for the various Dishes. 
Post 8vo, cloth, price is . ; cloth gut, price is, 6d, 

THE PEOPLE'S HOUSEKEEPER. A Complete 

Guide to Comfort, Economy, and Health. Comprising Cookery, 
Household Economy, the Family Health, Furnishing, Housework, 
Clothes, Marketing, Food, &c., Ac. Post 8vo, cloth, price is. 

THE ECONOMICAL COOKERY BOOK, for House- 

wives, Cooks, and Maids-of-ali-Work ; with Advice to Mistress and 
Servant. By Mrs. Warrbm. New Edition, with additional pages 
on Australian Tinned Meats, Soups, and Fish, and numerous Illustra- 
tions. Post 8vo, cloth, price is, 

THE SIXPENNY PRACTICAL COOKERY AND 

ECONOMICAL RECIPES. Comprising Marketing. Relishes, 
Boiled Dishes, Vegetables, Soups, Side Di^es, Salads^ Stews, Fish, 
Joints, Sauces, Cheap Dishes, Invalid Cookery, &c. Pnce 6d, 

THE COTTAGE COOKERY BOOK. Containing 
Simple I^essons in Cookery and Economical Home Management An 
Easy and Complete Guide to Economy in the Kitchen, and a most 
valuable Handbook for Young Housewives. Price 6d, 

BEETON'S PENNY COOKERY BOOK. Entirely 

New Edition, with New Recipes throughout Three Hundred and 
Thirtieth Thousand. ^ Containing more than Two Hundred Recipes 
and Instructions. Price id . ; post free, i\d, 

WARD AND LOCK'S PENNY HOUSEKEEPER 

AND GUIDE TO COOKERY. Containing Plain and Reliable 
Instructions in Qeaning and all Domestic Duties, the Preparation of 
Soups, Vcsetables Meats of all kinds, Pastry, Jellies, Bread, Home 
Beverages &C., and everything necessary for securing a well-ordered 
Homs. Price id. : post free, ifd. 

BRETON'S PENNY DOMESTIC RECIPE BOOK: 

Containing Simple and Practical Information upon things in general 
use and necessary for every Household. Price id,; post tree, lid. 


London: fYARD, LOCK &* CO.p Salishury Square^ E.C% 




HIGH CLASS BOOKS OF REFERENCE. 


THE HAYDN SERIES OF MANUALS. 


**TKB M0«T VHIVBRSAl. BOOK OF RBPBRBNCB IK A MODBSATB COMPAM THAT 
tr« KNOW OF IH THB ENGLISH LAKOOAOB.”— ITA* Timtt. 

HAYDN’S DICTIONARY OF DATES. Rekting to «U 

Ages and Nations ; for Universal Reference. Containing about zo,ooo distinct 
Ariiclesp and 80,000 Dates and Facts. Sixteenth Edition, Enlarged, Corrected 
and Revised by Benjamin Vincent, Librarian of the Royal Institution of 
Great Britain. In One thick Vol., medium 8vo, clclh, price i8r. ; half-calf, 
94 s. ; full or tree-calf, 3xr. 6<f. 

** It is certainly no longer noar a mere Dictionary of Dates, but A Comprehen- 
sive Dictionary or ENCvcLOPiODiA op generac. information."*— 77*# Times . 

** It is BY far the readiest and most reliable work of the kind.”— rA# 
Standard, 

VINCENT’S DICTIONARY OF BIOGRAPHY, Past and 

PresenL Containing the Chief Events in the Lives of Eminent Persons of all 
Ages and Nations. By Benjamin Vincent, Librarian of the Royal Institution 
of Great Britain, and Editor of “Haydn’s Dictionary of Dates.” In One 
thick Vol., medium 8vo, cloth, yr. 6d, ; half-calf, xar. ; full or tree-calf, z8r. 

” It has the merit of condensing into the smallest possible compass the leading 
events in the career of every man and woman of eminence. • . . It is very care- 
fully edited, and must evidently be the result of constant industry, combined with 
good judgment and taste.**— T"-*# Times. 


The CHEAPEST BOOK PUBLISHED on DOMESTIC MEDICIHE, 
HAYDN’S DOMESTIC MEDICINE. By the late Edwin 
Lankbstbr, M.D., F.R.S., assisted by Distinguished Physicians and Surgeons. 
New Edition, including an Appendix on Sick Nursing and Mothers* Manage- 
ment. With 33 full pages of Engravings. In One Vol., medium 8vo, cloth j^t, 
IS. td . : half-calf, xsr. 

“ Very exhaustive, and embodies an enormous amount of medical information 
in an intelligible shape.**— 7 '^# Scotsman, 

**Thb fullest and most reliable work of its KiW3,**—-Livor/ool Aldion, 


HAYDN’S BIBLE DICTIONARY. For the use of all Readers 

and Students of the Old and New Testaments, and of the Apocrypha. Edited 
by the late Rev. Charles Boutbll, M.A, New Edition, brought down to 
the latest date. With xoo pages of Engravings, separately printed on tinted 
paper. In One Vol., medium 8vo, cloth gil(^ 7#. 6d. ; half-calf, tzs, 

** No better one than this is in the market. . . . Every local preacher should 

{ > 1 ace this dictionaiy in his study, and every Sunday-school teacher should have it 
or reference.**— Fountain. 


UNIFORM WITH **HAYDN*S BIBLE DICTIONARY^ 
WHISTON’S JOSEPHUS. An entirely New Library Edition 
of William Whiston*s translation of the Works of Flavius Josephus. Com- 
prising' ” The Anriqutdes of the Jews,** and ” The Wars of the Jews.** With 
Memoir of the Author, Marginal Motes giving the Essence of the Narrative, 
and xoo pages of Ennavings, separately printM on tinted paper. In One VoL, 
medium 8vo, cloth gut, 7#. 6a. ; half-calf, xas, 

** The present edition is cheap and good, being clearly printed, and, as already 
remarked, serviceably embellished with views and object drawings, not one of which 
is irrdevant to the mattor.*’— 714 # Daify Telegraph, 


Lotulm : IVAHD^ LOGIC CO^ Salisbury Squash JS»C» 




THE PEOPLE'S STANDARD CYCLOPAEDIAS, 


EVERYBODY’S LAWYER (Beeton’s Law Book). Entirely 

New Edition, Revised by a Barrister. A Practical Compendium of the 
General Principles of Enalish Jurisprudence t comprising upwards of 14,600 
Statements of the Law. With a lull Index, 97,000 References, every numbered 
paragraph in its particular i^aee, and under its general head. Crown 8vo^ s,68o 
pp., cloth gilt, 79. 6d, 

Tkg sou^ practical in/ormaticH contahud in tht* ^Inminauc wprkii 
equal to that in a wkolo library of ordinary Ugal bookst^ costing many guineas^ 
JVot only for svery non-proftssionaf man in a difficulty are its contents valuable, 
but also for the tnrdinary reader, to whom a knowbufge qf the lam is more import 
tant and interesting than is generally supposed, 

BEETON'S DICTIONARY OF GEOGRAPHY: A Universal 

Gazetteer. Illustrated by Maps— Ancient, Modem, and Biblical, and several 
Hundred Engravings in separate Rates on toned paper. Containing upwards 
of 19,000 distinct and complete Ardcies. Post 8vo, cloth gilt, ^s^ bd.', half-calf, 

SOS, 6d, 

BEETON’S DICTIONARY OP BIOGRAPHY : Bein^ the 

Lives of Eminent Persons of All Times. Containing upwards of xo,ooo distinct 
and cox^lete Articles, profusely Illustrated by Portraits. With the Pronuncia* 
tion of Every Name. Post 8vo, doth gilt, 79. 6d,; half-calf, zor. 6d, 

BEETON’S DICTIONARY OF NATURAL HISTORY : 

A Popular and Scientific Account of Animated Creation. Containing upwards 
of 3,000 distinct and complete Artides, and more than 400 Engravings. With 
the Pronunciation of Every Name. Crown 8vo, doth i^tt 79. 6d,; half'calf, 
sor. 6d, 

BEETON’S BOOK OF HOME PETS; Howto Rear and 

Manage in Sickness and in Health. With many Coloured Plates, and upwards 
of 900 Woodcuts from designs principally by Harrison WbOU With a Chapter 
on Ferns. Post 8vo. half-roan, 79. 6d, ; halfcalf, xos. 6d, 

THE TREASURY OF SCIENCE, Natural and Physical. 

Comprising Natural Philosophy, Astronomy, Chemistry, Geology. Mineralogy. 
Botany, Zoology and Physiology. By F. Schobdlbr, Ph.D. Translated and 
Edited by Henry Mbdlock, Ph.D., &c. With more than 500 Illustrations. 
Crown 8vo, doth gilt, 79. 6d. ; half-calf, xos. 6 d. 

A MILLION OF FACTS of Correct Data and Elementary In- 
formation concerning the entire Circle of the Sciences, and on all subjects of 
Speculation and Practice. By Sir Richabd Phillips. Carefully Revised and 
Improved. Crown 8vo, doth gilt, 79. 6d, ; half-calf, xor* 6d, 

THE TEACHER’S PICTORIAL BIBLE AND BIBLE 

DICTIONARY. With the most approved^ Marginal References, and Ex- 
planatory Oriental and Scriptural Notes, Origpoal Comments, and Selections 
trom the most esteemed Writers. Illustrated with numerous Engravings and 
Coloured Maps. Crown 8 vo, doth gilt, red edges, 89 . 6A| Ffen^ morocco, 
Z 09 . 6d,; half-calf, so 9 . 6d, 1 Thrkey morocco, 159. 

THE SELF-AID CYCLOPEDIA, for Self-Taught Students. 

Comprising General Drawing; Architectural, Mechanical, and Engineering 
Drawing; Ornamental Drawing and Design; Mechanics and Mechanism ; the 
Steam Engine. By Robbrt Scott Burn, F.S.A.E.. Ac. With upwards of 
x,ooo Engravingis. Demy 8vo, half-bound, price zor. 6 a. 


London: fYARD, LOCK ^ CO.^ Salisbury SauAre n 



A NEW EDUCATIONAL WORK OF GREAT VALUE. 


Just Kady, foUo, boards, price 5#., with 500 Original Wood Engravings. 
WARD AND LOCK’S 

PICTORIAL ATLAS OF NATURE. 

MEN, ANIMALS, AND PLANTS OF ALL QUARTERS OF THE GLOBE. 

For Home and School Use. 

In no depoftment of popular education has the progress that characterises our time 
been more di&rinotly marked than in the study of Geography ; and nowhere have 
the enlarged views of the present day produced a more complete change in the 
method of tuition and in the scope of the subject. Geography must no longer be 
taught as a mere study of names, intermingled with certain statistical details of 
population, distances, measurements of altitudes, &c. A good geographical know- 
ledge of any given quarter of the globe, or of a separate country, must now include 
a certain familiarity with the characteristic productions of the quarter or country in 
question, the types it presents in nations, animals, and plants. Thus, Ethnography, 
the study of races ; Zooi.ogy, the study^ of animals : and Botany, the study of 
plants, are all to some extent associated with Geography. 

In the improved state of the science of Geography, additional appliances have 
become necessary for its practical study. The atlas of maps, however complete it 
may be, only presents one aspect of the subject. The student now requires tint only 
to understana the map that teaches him the topography of a country:- when be 
has made himself familiar with the surface of a part of the globe, /nr re(^rnres to be 
tauifkt tukai that tegion has to show as regards tn/iabitanis and animal and 
vegetable productions. 

Ward and Lock’s Pictorial Atlas op Nature has been prepared with a 
view of meeting this want. In a series of fiftbkn largb platbs it places before 
the eyes of the student the typical forms of the nations, animals, and plants of the 
various parts of the world. Each plate contains a map, around which the types are 
grouped ; and numbers inserted in this map, and corresponding with others in 
the pictorial illustrations, show the learner where the races of men, and the plants 
and animals depicted, have their homes. 

The greatest care has been taken to render the atlas strictly educational by the 
utmost accuracy and truth to nature in the pictures. The plants have been drawn 
by botanical ar.istSt the anttna/s are not ima^inatwe or fancy sketches^ Int 
ucoloeically correct f and ihegrea* majority of heads of men and women afe from 
p/sotographs taken from iffe^ or else sketches from the note books 0/ traveller s^ to 
whom the originals have sat. In many cases the scale of proportion in which an 
animal or plant has been drawn is given. The animals are represented, where prac- 
ticable, surrounded by the scenery of their native homes ; besides the plants, the 
most important parts, such as flowers, fruit, leaves, &;c., are separately given to 
draw the attention of the student e«pecia!iy to their curious or useiul points. 

Thus the Atlas op Nature becomes a very necessary companion volume to 
the usual atlas of political geography. 

In the schoolroom and the family circle alike it will be found most useful and 
welcome. A teacher, with one of these plates before him, has only to enlarge upon 
the notes which have been added in the form of suggestive information, to produce 
a lecture^^lesson that can hardly fail to interest his class. Those engag^ in tuition 
will readily see how much time and labour arc saved, in the way of explanation, and 
how much more vivid an impression is produced than by words alone, when a picture 
of the object itself is placed before the learner, and his faculty of comparison and 
analsrsis ts brought into action. 

For seif-iuitiont those learners, now so numerous, who are educating them- 
selves by means of manuals, will find Ward & Lock’s Atlas op Nature an ever 
present help, that will lighten their labours by conveying to the eve, in its cf arly 
and correctly drawn pictures, the explanation of much they will find difficult in 
their books. 

The utility of ike Atlas of Nature is not confined to ike study of geography 
even in its widest sense. The Student of Natural Htstoryf and ef Botany, will 
find in it an agually useful emd suggestive companion. 


London: WARD, LOCK CO,, Salishuty Square, E,C, 




A NEW DOMESTIC CYCLOPAEDIA. 


Import AKT Noticb^Nrw nady, at all Boolcaellen’ and Railway Bookatalla. 

A NEW DOMESTIC CYCLOPAEDIA, 
FOSMIMG A COMPANION VOLUME TO 

••Mrs. BEETON‘8 BOOK of HOUSEHOLD MANAGEMENT’’ 

(if which thg 337M Thousand it now on taloh 

BNTXTLBO 

WARD AND LOCK’S 

HOME BOOK. 

With uumerouf fUU-paga Coloured and other Plates, and about 
600 lUustratlona in the Text. 

Crown 8to, half-roan. 7a. 6d . ; half-calf. xor. 6tL 

The entrmous pofularih 0/ ** Ihos, Bbston's Book op Household Managk* 
MBNT '* has induced the Publishers to prepare^ under the above title ^ a Companion 
iVork, which they hope will be received with an equat amount of favour. The aim 
of the Homb Book ts to make Home the abode if Comfort^ Elegance^ assd Happi'- 
ttess, A mong the subjects treated of will be found 

The Wav to Build, Buy, Bent, and Borne DreBBxnaking and MilUnexy. 

PurnlBA a House. Fancy and Art Needlework. 

Taste in the House. Talks on the Toilet. 

Economical Housekeeping. Modern Etiquette. 

Tne Management of OhUdren. Employment of Leisure Hours. 

Home Needlework. 

Mrs. Breton's Book op Household Managbment. as all are aware, deals 
principally with food and the various modes of its preparation. There are many 
other matters in connection with the Household, in which inexperienced andeiten 
experienced housekeepers need instruction and guidance. These are fully di$» 
cussed in Ward and Lock’s Homb Book. The work contains countless directions 
on matters about which everyone is eager to know something, but which are 
usually left to the expensive teaching of individual experience. 

The various departments of the Homb Book have been arranged with clearness 
and method, and every care has been taken to render the information accurate 
and trustworthy, T^ instructions given are the result qf personal knowledge 
and actuat discovery and handiwork. 

The Home Book is fully Illusiraied, and the illustrations will be found to atu Z 
greatly, not only U the attractiveness of the werh, but to the clearness of its 
itformation. 

Every person possessing Book op Housbkold Manage- 

ment '* should not fail to secure at once a copy of the valuable Companion Work, 
** Ward and Lock's Homs Book,” The Housekeeper possessing the two will* 
have a Library by whose aid everything will go well, and /ostnsly life be kapyier | 
and more prosperous every day, . 


London: fVAUD, LOCK dr* SaUsbuty Square^ JS*C» 



ATJSPy PUBLICATIONS. 


A NEW AND IMPORTANT SERIES OF USEFUL BOOKS. 


WARD AND LOCK'S 

USEFUL HANDBOOKS. 

Crown 8vo, doth gilt, ]{^rice 3i. each. 

1. Ward and Lock’s Cookeiy Instructor. An entirely New Work 

on the Pxaetice and Science of O>okery. The reasons for Recipes which are 
almost entirely omitted in all Modem Cookery Books, are here clearly given. 
The work will prove invaluable to Mistresses, Teachers of Cookery, and intel- 
ligent Cooks. With Illustrations* 

2. The Law of Domestic Economy. Including the Licensing 

I aws and the Adulteration of Food. With a very copious indene. 

3. Profitable and Economical Poultry- Keeping. By Mrs. Eliot 

Jauss, Author of "Indian Household Management." With Illustrations. 


THE IRISH PROBLEM, AND HOW TO SOLVE IT. 

An Historical and Critical Review of the Legislation and Events that have led 
to the^Present Difficulties, with Suggestions for Practical Remedies. Demy 8vo, 
cloth gilt, price 6s, Cheap Edition, linen covers, price ar. 


HOW TO PASS EXAMINATIONS FOR PROFESSIONS 

AND CIVIL SERVICE; or, The Candidate's Guide to the various Profes- 
dons. Army, Navy, Civil Service, &c. A Handbook for Students, Parents, and 
Guardians. Crown 8vo, cloth, price xr. 


COBBETT’S ENGLISH GRAMMAR. In a Series of Letters $ 

to which are added Six Lessons intended to prevent Statesmen from using False 
Grammar, and from Writing in an Awkward Manner. New and caurefully 
Annotated Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth, price zs. 

The LIFE of BENJAMIN DISRAELI, LORD BEACONS- 

FIELD, Statesman and Author. A Record of his Literary and Political 
Career. With Portrait. Crown 8vo, wrapper boards, xs. 


THE LADIES' BAZAAR AND FANCY FAIR BOOKS. 

Profusely Illustratbsw 
Crown 8vo, fancy wrapper, price is. each. 

1. Sylvia’s Book of Bazaars and Fancy-Fairs. How to Organise 

a Bazaar or Fancy-Fair, and arrange for Contributions of Work, Fittmg up 
the Stalls, suibble Dress, Organisation of Lotteries and Raffies. 

2. Sylvia's Book of New .Designs in Knitting, Netting, and 

Crochet. Arranged with special reference to Articles Saleable at Bazaars 
and Fancy* Fairs. ^ 

3. Sylvia’s Illustrated Embroidery Book. Arran^ with special 

reference to Bazaars and Fancy-Fairs. Coloured Embrmdery, White Em- 
broidery. 

4 Sylvia’s Illustrated Book of Artistic Knicknacks. Articles 
suitable for Sale at Bazaars and Fancy-Fairs. Every variety of Decoration 
for the House and the Person, with minute Instructions for Making them. 


London: WARD^ LOCK CO.^ Saiisbuty Square, E.C. 





AN ENTIRELY NEW ETYMOLOGICAL DICTIONARY. 


Just nady, demy 8vo, doth, sr. Ward 8l Locic*8 

STANDARD 

ETYMOLOGICAL DICTIONARY 

OP THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. 

A Popular and Comprehensive Guide to the PronunciatioNi 
Parts of Speech. Meanings, and Etymology of all 
Words, Ordinary. Scientific, and Technological 
now in General Use. 

With 40 pages of Engra?lng8 and an Appendix, 

Comprising 

X. Abbreviations used xn Writing and Printing. 

e. A Brief Classical Dictionary, comprising the Principal Dritxbs, 
Hbrobs. Notablb Men and Women. &c., op Orsbk and Roman My- 
thology. 

Letters : How to Begin. End. and Address Them. 

%. Words. Phrasbs. and Proverbs, from tub Latin, prbqubntly used in 
Writing and Spbaking. 

5. Words. Phrasbs. and Provbrbs, prom thb Frbnch, with English 

Translations. 

6. Words. Phrases, and Proverbs, prom thb Italian and Spanish with 

English Translations. 


Messrs. Ward. Lock and Co., in announcing this Entirely Nbw Work. 
which has long been in preparation, desire to call special attention to the several 
points of excellence to be found in k, «od feel sure that this valuable work will com- 
mand the favour of the public. The foUowing are the principal points to which 
attention is called 

X, Ccnipre/tensiveness^’—New words, that the progress of science, art. and 
philosophy has rendered necessary as additions to the vocabulary, and thousands of 
compound words have been introduced. 

3. Brevity . — To ensure this, care hmi been taken to avoid redundancy of ex- 
planation, while every possible meaning of each word has been given. 

3. PreA»iurtn/tVi«.--*Those who may use it will not be puzzled and confused 
with any arbitrary system of phonetic signs, similar to those usually found in Pro- 
nouncing Dictionaries. Every word of two syllables and more is properly divided 
and accented ; and idl eilent letters are put in italics. 

4 . Etyntoh>e[y,^T\ut words are arranged in groups, each group being placed 
under the principal word to which its memben are closely allied. Words similarly 
spelt, but having distinct etymologies, are separated according to their derivation. 

5. Illustrations.,-^^ pages of Illustrations of various objects given, to assist 
stud^tt in arriving at a clear perception of that which is indicated by the name. 


Lmdon: WARD^ LOCK 6* CD., Salisbury Sguare, E.C. 





IVAJ^JD ^ LOC/rS POPULAR DICTIONARIES. 


THE STANDARD DICTIONARIES OF LANGUAGE. 


WEBSTER'S UNIVERSAL PRONOUNCING AND DE- 
FINING DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Condensed 
from Noah Webster's Large Work, with numerous Synonyms, carefully dis- 
criminated by Ckauncby A. Goodrich, D.D. With Walker's Key to the Pro- 
nunciation of Classical and Scriptural Proper Names; a Vocabulary of Modern 
Geographical Names : Phrases and Quotations from the Ancient and Modern 
Languages ; Abbreviations, &c. Royal 8vo, half bound, sr. ; demy 8vo, cloth, 
3f , td, 

"This Dictionary nvust commend itself to every intelligent reader . . . . 
Let us add, it is carefully and well printed, and very cheap; and having said so 
much, we feel assured that further recommendaiion is unncLessary. It is good, use- 
ful, and cheap ."— MatL 


WEBSTER’S IMPROVED PRONOUNCING DICTION- 
ARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Condensed and adapted to English 
Orthography and U'-age, with additions by Charlbs Rob-on. To which are 
added. Accentuated Lists of Scriptural, Classical, and Modem Geographical 
Proper Names. Cloth, price 2s. 6 d . ; strongly half- bound, 3;. 6 d. 


WEBSTER’S POCKET PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY 

OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, Condensed from the Original Dictionary 
by _Noah Wrbster, LL.D. ; with Accentuated VocalmUries of Classical, 
Scriptural, and Modern Geographical Names, Revised Edition, by Willi a. m 
G. WersteR| Son of Noah Webster, Containing 10,000 more words than 
** Walker's Dictionary," Royal x6mo, cloth, price u* 


WARD & LOCK’S POCKET SHILLING DICTIONARY 

OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Condensed by Charles Robson, from 
Noah Webster’s Original Work. With Accentuated Lists of Scripture and 
Modern Geographical Proper Names. Super-royal 32rao, cloth, 768 pp., xs. 


WARD AND LOCK’S SHILLING DICTIONARY OF 

THE GERMAN LANGUAGE. Containing German-English and English- 
German, Geographical Dictionary, Table of Coins, &c. Super- ro> al 33mo, 
cloth, 900 pp., xs, 

WEBSTER'S SIXPENNY POCKET PRONOUNCING 

I DICTIONARY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Condensed from the 
I Original Dictionary by Noah Webster, LL.D. ; with Accentuated Vocabu- 

• laries of Classical, Scriptural, and Modem Geographical Names. Revised 

^ Edition, by William G. Webster, Son of NoabrWeteter. Strongly bound in 

• doth, price 6d, 


WEBSTER'S PENNY PRONOUNCING DICTIONARY 

OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. Exhibiting the Spelling, Pronunciation, 
Part of Speech, and Meaning of all Words in General Use among English-speak- 
ing Nations, Containing over xo,i 49 words. Price xd. ; or, linen wrapper, ad. 


London* Wdi&0§ LOCK ^ CO,, SoHsbnry Square, E.C. 


EVERY-DAY HANDBOOKS. 


BEETON’S EVERY-DAY H ANDBOOKS. 

Tk^se ho^ks in/(^rmation which is likely to he needed at times when 

mo*'e elaborate treatises are not available ; the right things to do are here ready ia 

\he hand. — — 

Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, price 3#. td. each. 

1. Beeton’s Every-Day Cookery and Housekeeping Book. 

Comprising In.structions for Mistresses and Servants, and a Collection of 
over 1,650 Practical Recipes. With Hundreds o£ Engravings and 14a 
Coloured Figures, showing the modem mode of sending Dishes to Table. 

2. Beeton’s Dictionary of Every-Day Gardening. A Popular 

Encyclopaedia of the Theory and Practice of Horticulture. With many 
Engravings and Coloured Plates, made after original Water-Colour Drawings. 

3. The Manners of Polite Society; or, Etiquette for Ladies, 

Gentlemen, and Families. Illustrated. 


BEETON'S “ALL ABOUT IT" BOOKS. 


These books are really what the title 0/ the Series indicates— eompendinms of- 
all that is necessary to be knosun about the subjects treated of. 


Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, price as. 5</. each. 

1. All About Cookery. A Collection of Practical Recipes, arranged 

tn Alphabetical Order, and fully Illustrated. 

2. All About Everything. A Domestic Encyclopaedia, consisting 

of Practical Recipes and Every-Day Information, fully Illustrated. 

3. All About Gardening. A Popular Dictionary of Practical 

Gardening, containing full and practical Instructions in the different 
branches of Horticultural Science. Illustrated, 

5. The Dictionary of Every-day Difficulties ; or. All about 

Hard Words. 

6. All About Book-keeping. A Comprehensive Treatise, ex- 

emphhed in Complete Sets of Account Books, arranged to form a course of 
practice in Single and Double Entry. 

7. All About Etiquette. A Manual of Politeness and Good 

Manners, for Ladies, Gentlemen, and Families. Illustrated. 

8. The Mother's Home Book. Containing Practical Instructions 

for the Preservation of her Own and her Infant's Health. Fully Illustrated. 


BEETON'S SHILLING LEGAL HANDBOOKS. 

Now Ready, in strong linen covers, price is. each. 


I. Property. 

3. Women, Children, and Registra- 
tion. 

3. Divorce & Matrimonial Cauaea. 

4. Willa, Executors, and Trustees. 

5. Traneactiona in Trade, Securi- 

ties, and Sureties. 

6. Partnership and Joint-Stock 

Companies. 

7. Landlord and Tenant, Lodgers, 

Rates and Taxes. 


8. Masters.Apprentiees, Servants, 
and Working Contracts. 

0* Auctions, Valuations, Agency, 
Games, and Wagers. 

so. Compositions, Liquidations, 
and Bankruptcy. 

ss. Conveyance, Travellers, and 
Innkeepers. 

sa. Powers, Agreements, Deede, 
and Arbitrations. 

S3. The County Court. 
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ILLUSTRATED COUNTRY BOOKS. 


WARD AND LOCK’S 

COUNTRY LIFE BOOKSi 

Crown 8vo» ornamental wrapper, tr. each. 


Thise valuaJble contributions to the Agricultural Literature of the Country 
have been written with the utmost care by a Literary Gentleman practically 
acquainted with the subJectSt and are produced at a very considerable expense. 
Each work is thoroughly illustrated^ and the Publishers anticipate for them all 
a very extensive circulation. 


t . The Cow : A Complete Guide to Dairy Management. 

2. How to Manage Poultry : Fowls, Ducks, Geese, Turkeys, &c. 

3. How to Choose and Manage a Farm Profitably. 

4. Sheep, Pigs, Qoats, Asses, and Mules. 

5. How to Manage Corn and Root Crops. 

6« The Horse, and How to Manage Him. 

I 7. Kitchen and Flower Gardening, for Pleasure and Profit, 
k Bees, Birds, and Rabbits. 

9. Country Sports by Flood and Field. 

10. Tree-Culture. 

11. Dogs and Cats : How to Rear and How to Treat Them. 

12. Poultry and Pigeons : How to, Rear and Manage. 

13. British Song and Talking Birds. 

14. British Song Birds : How to Rear and Manage. 

15. The Parrot Book : How to Rear and Manage. 

16. Birds* Nests and Eggs and Bird- Stuffing. 

17. Rabbits and Squirrels . How to Rear and Manage Them 

20. Marine Botany and Sea^side Objects. 

21. British Ferns and Mosses : Their Haunts, Forms and Uses. 

22. Wild Flowers : Where to Gather and How to Preserve them. 


BEETON*S BOOK OF BIRDS. How to Rear and Manage them 

in Sickness and in Health. With Coloured Plates and xoo Eneravi^, prin- 
cipally by HAEKisote Wsia. Crown 8vo, doth gilt, gilt edges, price y. 6d, 

BEETON*S BOOKofPOULTRYftDOMESTICANIMALS. 

How to Rear and Manage in Sickness and in Health. With Coloured Plates 1 
and Engravings, principally by Harrison Weir. Crown Svo, cloth gilt, f 
gilt edges, pnee y. dd, ^ I 


London: WARD, LOCK ^ CO., Salisbury Square, E.C. 



GAI^DENING BOOKS. 


THE STANDARD GARDENING BOOKS. 


Car^entMg-t i^operl^f managed^ is a sourcs of income to thousands, and of 
healthful recreation to other thousands. Besides the grattf cation tt ajfords, the 
inexhaustible field it opens up for observation and experiment commends its i - 
ieresttng practice to everyone possessed of a real English home. 


BEETON^S BOOK OF GARDEN MANAGEMENT. Em- 
bracing all kinds of information connected with Fruit, Flower, and Kitchen 
Garden Cultivation. Orchid Houses, Bees. &c,. &c. Illustrated with Coloured 
Plateo. of surpassing beauty, and numerous Engravings. Post 8vo, cloth gilt, 
price ^s. bd , ; or in half-calf, xos, 6</. 

The directions in Breton’s Garden Management are conceived in a prao 
Heal manner, and are, throughout the work, so simply given that none can fait to 
understand them. 'The Coloured Plates show more than a hundred different kinds 
of Plants and Flowers^ and assist in ths identification of any doubtful specimen. 


BEETON’S DICTIONARY OF EVERY-DAY GARDEN- 

ING, Constituting a Popular Cyclopaedia of the Theory and Practice of 
Horticulture. Illustrated with Coloured Plates, made after Original Water 
Colour Drawings copied from Nature, and Woodcuts in the Text. Crown 8vo. 
cloth gilt, price ys, 6d, 

ALD ABOUT GARDENING. Being a Popular Dictionary of 

Gardening, containing full and practical Instructions in the different Branches 
of Horticultural Science. Specially adapted to the capabilities and require- 
ments of the Kitchen and Flower Garden at the Present Day. With Illustra- 
tions. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, price as, td. 


BEETON’S GARDENING BOOK. Containing full and prac- 
tical Instructions concerning General Gardening Operations, me Flower Garden, 
the Fruit Garden, the Kitchen Garden, Pests of the Garden, with a Monthly 
Calendar of Work to be done in the Garden throughout the Year. With Illus- 
trations. Post 8vo, cloth, price \s , ; or with Coloured Plates, price \s, 6d, 


KITCHEN AND FLOWER GARDENING FOR PLEA- 
SURE AND PROFIT. An Entirely New and Practical Guide to the Culti- 
vation of Vegetables, Fruits, and Flowers. With upwards of xoo Engravings. 
Crown 8vo, boards, xs, 

BEETON’S PENNY GARDENING BOOK. Being a Calendar 
of Work to be done in the Flower, Fruit, and Kitchen Garden, together with 
Plain Directions for Growing all Useful Vegetables and most Flowers suited to 
adorn the Gardens and Homes of Cotugers. Price xd , ; post free, iHd. 


GLENNY’S ILLUSTRATED GARDEN ALMANAC 

AND FLORISTS DIRECTORY. Being an Every-day Handbook for Gar- 
deners. both Amateur and Professional. Containing Notices of the Floral 
Novelties of the Current Year. Articles by Eminent Horticultural Authorities, 
Directions for Amateurs. Lists of Xx>ndom Provincial, and Continental Nursery- 
men. Seedsmen, and Florists, &c. With numerous Illustrations. Published 
Yearly, in coloured wrapper, price xs. 
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NEEDLEWORK BOOKE 


THE STANDARD NEEDLEWORK BOOKS. 


The Art of HitdUwork hat from Hmt immemorial been the enf^rt^ eom/ert^ 
or Omfloyrnent of women of eoer]^ rank mod a^. so that any addition and asttsi' 
ante in teaching or learning Needlework will oe welcomed iy the Daughtere of 
England, In this heliif, the PnbUekers c^er to the fubUc the **Stamdakd 
Nuolbwouc Books." 


New and Revised Edition. 

BBETON'S BOOK OP NEEDLEWORK. Consisting: of 670 
Needlework Patterns, with full Descriptions and Instructions as to workmK 
them. Every Stitch Described and Engraved with the utmost accuracy, and 
the Quantity of Material requisite for each Pattern stated. 

Contents : — 


Tatting Patterns. 

Embroidbrv Patterns. 

Crochet Patterns. 

Knitting and Netting Patterns. 
Monogram and Initial Patterns. 
Berlin Wool Instructions. 


Crewel Work. 


Embroidery Instructions. 

Crochet Instructions. 

Knitting and NbttingInstructions 
Lace Stitches. 

Point Lace Patterns. 

Guipure Patterns. 


New and Revised Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt, gilt edges, price 7s, 6d, 
yust as Thk Book of Household Mai^gbmbnt takes due precedence rj 
evety other Cookery Eooh, so this oxtraoedinary coUecthn of Needleworh Designs 
has hecome the booh^yax excellence, for Ladies to consult^ loth for Instruction in 
[ Stitts and dll kinaeAtf IPork, and Patlems 0/ elegant style and irreproachable 
gooa taste, 


MADAME GOUBAUD’S 

SHILLING NEEDLEWORK BOOKS. 

Imperial z5rao, ornamental wrapper, price xs, each. 

1. Tatting Patterns. With 66 Illustrations. 

%, Embroidery Patterns. With 85 Illustrations. 

3. Crochet Patterns. With 48 Illustrations. 

4. Knitting and Netting Patterns. With 64 Illustrations. 

5. Patterns of Monograms, Initials, &c, 151 Illustrations. 

6. Guipure Patterns. With 71 Illustrations. 

7. Point Lace Book. With 78 Illustrations. 


MADAME GOUBAUD'S 

NEEDLEWORK INSTRUCTION BOOKS. 

Imperial z6mo, ornamental wrapper, price 6d, each. 

1. Berlin Wool Instructions. With 18 Illustrations, 
a. Embroidery Instructions. With 6$ Illustrations. 

3. Crochet Instructions. With 24 Illustrations. 

Home NetHework. With 80 Diagramii. Price Ir. 

Art Needleworh. Illustrate Price is. 

The Fancy Needlework Instruction Book. Price 11. 

(See abo *' The Ladies* Basaar and Faacy-Fiur Books.'*) 
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